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Come meet local guide dog puppies who
are striving to reach their goal of one day
being someone’s "guiding eyes"! Guiding
Eyes for the Blind puppy raisers will host an
information booth and dog boutique at
Purcellville’s Town Wide Tag Sale, Saturday
October 8 (only) 8am - 3pm, Town Hall loca-
tion,130 East Man Street, Purcellville, VA.  

For information on the Guiding Eyes Puppy
Raising Program, visit www.guidingeyes.org

or call 1.866.GEB.LABS.

“Guide Dogs to Be” Coming to Oct. 8 Tag Sale

Emancipation Day 2011, page 3 ... Board of Supervisors Candidates, page 5

LEADER

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

“Rocky”

Watch Out!  Pages 30 & 31 are ...

HAUNTED!
With Loudoun’s Best Halloween

Happenings and the Ghosts at the

Lynch Family House.

Claiborne Parkway Design/

Construction Funding A Go!
On September 20, 2011, at the request of Blue Ridge

Supervisor Jim Burton, the Loudoun County Board of
Supervisors unanimously voted to approve up to
$400,000 in cash proffer funds toward the design of the
missing link of Claiborne Parkway from Croson Lane to
Ryan Road.  This will open up the possibility of State
Revenue Sharing Program Funds that could be received
and allocated for use toward construction of the project.

New Western Loudoun Political Action
Committee (PAC) Fights for Better Schools

Western Loudoun citizens have formed
a PAC called “Western Loudoun Schools”
to support local candidates favorable to an
education reform agenda that includes bet-
ter oversight of how the Loudoun Public
School system buys land, builds schools,
compensates teachers and draws bus
routes.  The group is also pushing for
greater transparency and honesty within
the system.

Western Loudoun Schools’ website,
www.westernloudounschools.com, notes
that the PAC is motivated by the fact that
kids are suffering because new schools are
not being built in time or close enough to
the communities in which they live. Town-
based schools in Aldie, Middleburg,
Lincoln and Hillsboro also face the con-
stant threat of being closed.

The PAC has three goals connected to
local races in November.
1) Better use of the school budget – includ-
ing increased accountability, lower operat-
ing costs, and more broad representation.
2) More community-based and communi-

ty-supported education. This includes
improved communication, better schools
siting, pedestrian and bike access to
schools, and agriculture-focused education
programs.
3) Administrative reforms – including a
better “corporate culture”, efforts to de-
politicize the school boundary process,
expedited charter school applications, the
recording of closed school board meetings,
and more.

So far, the PAC has endorsed Bob
Ohneiser (candidate for the At-Large seat
for School Board), Jill Turgeon (candidate
for School Board, Blue Ridge), Pablo
“Paul” Arias (Catoctin), Bill Fox
(Leesburg), (Scott York (re-election for the
At-Large seat on the Board of
Supervisors), Jim Burton (re-election,
Board of Supervisors, Blue Ridge District),
Malcolm Baldwin (Board of Supervisors,
Catoctin District), Kelly Burk (re-election,
Board of Supervisors, Leesburg District),
Andrea McGimsey (re-election, Board of
Supervisors, Broad Run District).

Ground Breaking for a Very Green
Brambleton Safety Center!

On September 29 members of the
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors and
Loudoun County Fire & Rescue celebrated
the groundbreaking of the new Brambleton
Public Safety Center, future home to Fire
and Rescue Station #9 and the Depart-ment
of Fire, Rescue, and Emergency
Management’s Fire Marshal’s Office.

The site is on Belmont Ridge Road on
approximately 5 acres of land proffered
from The Brambleton Group. The facility
will house an engine company, advanced-
life support ambulance and other essential
emergency response units. All services per-
formed by the Loudoun County Fire
Marshal’s Office will be provided from this
facility. Consistent with the Board of
Supervisors’ commitment to sustainable
design and goals for reduced energy con-
sumption, the following features are includ-
ed in this project:

• Radiant/Geothermal heat systems will
increase the energy efficiency of the building 
and result in substantial savings.
• A reflective roof (cool roof) will further

reduce cooling needs by reducing solar heat
gain in the summer.
• Low flow faucets, dual flush toilets and
waterless urinals will dramatically reduce
water consumption.
• Underground cisterns will capture rain
water from roofs and parking lots to be
used to fill tankers and to wash apparatus
and vehicles.
• A bio-retention pond and pervious (and
reflective) concrete paving will reduce
storm water run off & cool the site.

Construction of the facility is expected
to be completed in early spring of 2013.

Supervisors attending: Jim Burton, Supervisor, Blue Ridge
District (center left), Scott York, Chairman (center right),
Andrea McGimsey, Supervisor, Algonkian District (far right).

Bear Sightings!

See Page 14 ...
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Dr. Mike, Our neighbors and good friends have

decided to get a divorce, and the father recently moved

out of the family’s home to begin the separation

process.  This has caused our 5 year old son some

degree of confusion and even anxiety since our neigh-

bors have a child of similar age and the children play

together.  How do my husband and I address the topics

of separation and divorce with our son? – K. in

Loudoun County

K., There is much guidance available to help par-
ents discuss their divorce with their children.  However, very little is available on how
best to communicate divorces that happen outside the home but within a child’s life, such
as aunts and uncles, or in your case neighbors and friends.  With divorce rates in the US
reportedly ranging between 40 to 50%, your child will at several points during his devel-
opment, be witness to his friends’ parent’s divorces.  So, how do you communicate with
your child about this now?

Pre-school age and younger school-age children see the world in more controlling,
black and white and ego-centered ways.  A younger child in your situation might ask, for
example, “Why don’t Ethan’s mommy and daddy live in the same house anymore?” or
“Why does Ethan have two houses now?” or “Are Ethan’s mommy and daddy still mar-
ried?”  Here, your child has a rough idea of the change, but he or she is certainly not pre-
pared cognitively to discuss or understand the larger complexities of divorce.  For younger
children, divorce (and the adjustments that come with it) can be very confusing, scary and
unsettling.  Thus, when your younger child makes a statement about a friend and divorce,
he or she likely wants clarification on the topic due to confusion.  By the time your child
makes these sorts of statements, he or she may already be uneasy, especially if their friend
appears sad, upset, angry or is behaving or stating things negatively in response to the
separation and divorce of his parents.  As parents of a younger child, keep your statements
on the topic concrete and positive. In your case you could say something like, “Sometimes
mommies and daddies live in two different houses…like Ethan’s parents.”  You will also
want to comment that “Ethan’s mommy and daddy love Ethan very much.”  This is a full

circle of communication for your younger child, where there is a conflict and then a reso-
lution.  Your child should leave this conversation (although he may need to revisit it) feel-
ing safe and secure.

With younger children, you will also want to avoid a longer conversation or a deeper
analysis of your child’s thoughts and feelings or his friend’s thoughts and feelings.  Your
child should not feel burdened by the need to support his friend, as perspective taking
skills and altruism are not developed until later in life.  However, learning of another’s
divorce may trigger feelings of unsafety and insecurity in their own lives, as you have
described might already be occurring for your son.  I would then listen closely to your
son’s questions and points and offer clear and warm reassurance and support.  

Dr. Mike, My husband sometimes gets frustrated with my parents, who, he says,

“are always around.”  Being a mom who works full-time, we rely on my parents to help

out with the children from time to time since money is very tight for us and they are

both retired.  I appreciate all that my parents do for us, and I know that my husband

does as well.  However, I also know that he is becoming increasingly irritated by their

presence.  I am conflicted over the situation because I do not want to upset my parents,

but I also do not want my husband to feel that his needs come second.  My husband’s

mother passed away when he was a child, and his father is recently deceased, and I

sometimes wonder if that factors into his frustration with my parents.  Any advice on

how to keep things balanced, as I am feeling very much in the middle.  A. in Loudoun

A., I think the first thing you need to do is remind your husband of what matters most
in his life – his family, which includes you, your children ... and your children’s grandpar-
ents.  After that reminder, you could point out to him that sometimes in life one has to
make a decision and live with the consequences.  And the consequences here are not bad
at all.  Your husband and you benefit financially from your parents assistance with child-
care, and your children get to spend additional time with their grandparents, which is
priceless.  If he still feels frustrated after addressing these points, you could then ask him
what he would like and try to negotiate toward a solution.  Perhaps your husband needs to
carve out some alone time or male companion time on certain evenings or on the week-
ends.  While you may be on to something regarding your husband’s recent loss of his
father and his not having either of his parents anymore, I would be careful not to read into
things too much.  It is possible that your husband may be displacing some of his own
unfinished grief for his father onto you and your parents, but it is also possible that he 

Ask Dr. Mike

Continued on page 22    
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Ivandale�NurseryIvandale�Nursery

Monday�– Saturday�9�am�– 5�pm.��Closed�Sundays.
16960�Ivandale�Road�Hamilton,�VA�20158�

Frank�Bredimus,�International�Society�of�Arboriculture�Certified�Arborist�MA–5172A.

[ www.IvandaleFarms.com�– 571.344.2278

Buy Local!  Trees
grown in Loudoun

County are
acclimated to our

environment.

Buy Local!  Trees
grown in Loudoun

County are
acclimated to our

environment.

10 trees for $750 planted.
Sizes range from 2’ to 20’.

20,000 in stock, more than 250 varieties. 

Large trees available.

Over 500 common as well as heirloom
and rare varieties (Specialty Evergreens,

Japanese Maples and Fruit trees). 

Unusually reasonable pricing
– all prices include planting.

Flowering & Shade trees,
30 gallon containers.

Windbreak Special:  32 trees & shrubs for
100’ windbreak $1,200 planted.

All types of tree work, too! Pruning,
transplanting, removal and more.

“Five minutes here will change the
way you think about trees  ... ”

“Five minutes here will change the
way you think about trees  ... ”
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Every year – on the Saturday closest to the

anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln’s 1862

Emancipation Proclamation – the community gathers

to reenact the spirit, splendor and joy of the day.

The gathering follows in the footsteps of the

Loudoun County Emancipation Association.

Organized in 1890, the Association sponsored the

spectacular annual event until 1967.

This year’s event, held on September 17th at

Purcellville’s Carver Center featured music, guest

speakers, and the presentation of three Loudoun

County Citizenship Awards – received by Charles

Clarke (along with a birthday cake!), author Elaine

Thompson (In the Watchfires), and Mrs. Lou Etta Watkins.

Civil rights icons Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman

were portrayed on stage by Mrs. Edith Ferrell.  And, the

Keynote Speaker for the day was Reverend Thomas

Tracy.

Exhibitors for the event included the Carver Alumni

Association, Friends of Carver, the Purcellville

Preservation Association, the Douglas Alumni

Association, the Loudoun County NAACP,

Military Veterans of Loudoun County,

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and David

Logan Gold Organic Coffee & Tea.

Military Veterans of Loudoun County

is an effort by Purcellville Resident

Reginald Simms, a veteran himself, to

document the lives of our African

American veterans.

Emancipation Day 2011

Clockwise from above: Brothers Jay and

Charles Lucas (in front) and Kenny Summers

attended the event – all three are graduates of

the original Carver School; part of the Military

Veterans of Loudoun County display;

Leesburg’s Mount Zion United Methodist

Church Men’s Chorus; close up of the veteran’s

display (Reginald Simms in uniform); Charles

Clarke celebrated his 104th birthday at the

Emancipation Day festivities.
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Letters to the Editor

Farm Bureau Right on the Money – by Kelli Grim

& Loudoun Today
Blue Ridge
LEADER

A recent front page article in the Virgina
Farm Bureau News highlighted the plight of
Crooked Run Orchard and Sam and Uta
Brown.  The focus was the recent eminent
domain condemnation of the Brown’s farm by
the Town of Purcellville.

According to the Loudoun representative
for the Farm Bureau, the organization was con-
tacted by Purcellville Mayor Robert Lazaro
about what the Mayor saw as inaccuracies in
the article – inaccuracies regarding how close
the Southern Collector Road would actually
come to the Brown farm house, whether or
not the farm was “surrounded on three sides
by development,” and other issues.  The Farm
Bureau was, in fact very accurate in its presen-
tation of each of the issues disputed by the
Mayor.  But, the larger issue seems to be that
the Mayor takes issue with the fact that the
Farm Bureau is calling out the Town of
Purcellville and citing the Crooked Run
Orchard case as a clear example of significant

eminent domain abuse.
The Farm Bureau responded directly to

Sam Brown regarding the Mayor’s complaints,
indicating that “the article was meant to edu-
cate our members and explain the plight of one
of our members in regards to eminent domain
and we feel it is accurate.”  The article was pre-
sented to members with a main emphasis on
the upcoming second round of discussions in
the Virginia General Assembly to add an
amendment to the VA Constitution to tighten
laws currently in place and force “condemnors”
(like the Town of Purcellville) to prove they
need to condemn a particular property for
something beyond “tax base increases,” and
other needs. 

This legislation is strongly supported by
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli.  He has seen
many terrible abuses of power against small
businesses and farms throughout Virginia, and,
in a recent meeting with the Blue Ridge Leader

Continued on page 10

Looks like we have a
bright future ahead!

I thought I was
the predator!

Being a Virginia Farm Bureau
member ... is a simple yet powerful way

to put your support squarely behind the farms

that produce your family’s food.  When you

join Virginia Farm Bureau, your membership

dollars are used for a wide variety of pro-

grams, education tools and events that help

agriculture prosper. While Americans are

increasingly interested in fresh, locally grown

foods, more and more American farms are

being lost each year.

Virginia in recent years has lost on average

104,000 acres of farmland annually. Farmland

that gets developed is rarely ever used for

agriculture again. Agriculture and forestry make

up the state’s oldest industry, and every job

created in that sector results in another 1.5

jobs in others. So a loss of farmland represents

much more than a loss of food sources.  When

those farms are gone, where will we get our

food?  What if all of your family’s foods were

available only from foreign countries?

As Election Day Approaches ...

... Loudoun citizens must consider how to bend Loudoun’s future growth, budget,
debt and tax curves in ways that preserve and protect our County’s prosperity and
beauty while maintaining high quality of life for all citizens.

One choice is to continue the rapid population growth driven by policies of past
Boards of Supervisors that lacked adequate environmental and economic impact
analysis to foresee and provide for the services, infrastructure and natural resources
needed by new and old residents alike.  The result to date: horrendous traffic, annual
budget fights, and rising property taxes and debt. 

Our other choice is to elect a Board of Supervisors dedicated to thoughtful,
bipartisan cooperation on growth and fiscal issues that directly affect the shared
interests of all residents – red and blue, east and west, suburban and rural, newly
arrived and old-time, affluent and those far less fortunate in these perilous economic
times.  I recognize that this year, at the national and state levels, political leaders
repeatedly fail to come together to serve the people’s common interests. But what
happens at those levels need not dictate our approach to local issues in Loudoun
County.  In today’s uncertain economy we need bipartisan dedication to prudent gov-
ernmental efficiency and understanding of long-term economics.

I am running for Catoctin Supervisor as a moderate Democrat who will work
collaboratively across party lines to move Loudoun toward more balanced and
affordable growth and fiscal curves with improved quality of life for all.  Unlike my
opponent, I’ve engaged in Loudoun's public affairs every year over the past eight
years – on transportation, schools, energy and zoning, particularly to protect the
western rural and tourism-based economy that provides more revenue to the coun-
ty than it requires in services.

Loudoun has wonderful opportunities and resources, with an educated and
engaged citizenry, a rich historical and cultural heritage, a vibrant business sector and
precious natural resources.  Practical responses to our problems and opportunities
require energetic Supervisors able to listen to all citizens’ perspectives, to examine
facts and opportunities with foresight and understanding of real economics, and to
formulate and pursue sensible actions that a Board majority can support. 

What Supervisors will we choose – those wedded to party bias and ideology, or
those more concerned with finding solutions based on facts, good analysis, and open
minds?  I ask citizens of the Catoctin District to vote on November 8 for Malcolm
Baldwin for a better future for Catoctin and all of Loudoun. 

– Sincerely, Malcolm F. Baldwin, Candidate for Board
of Supervisors, Catoctin District

Death and Taxes

As the old saying goes ... ”There are only 2 things for certain in life ... ”
However, one of them doesn’t really seem that certain anymore. Close to 50% of

the income tax filers in the US have NO Federal income tax liability.  That means,
even though they are benefitting from all of the things that our tax dollars are used
for (way too many things, but that’s another letter), they pay exactly zero towards
the cost of them. (some even get money back after filing, even though they paid no
taxes in)

Meanwhile, those folks that do pay Federal income taxes are being asked to buck
up even more and to “pay their fair share”.

Fair share?  Are you kidding?  Can we really be this blind as a nation?
It seems that for those that do pay Federal income tax – any tax short of 100%

of your income is somehow viewed as a “tax break”.   The government feels entitled
to your wealth.  They want it, you owe it to them.

Is that what this country has come to view as “fair”?
I guess it really boils down to one simple thing.
“A government with the policy to rob Peter to pay Paul can be assured of the

support of Paul.”
So the next time you hear the all too often used phrase “class warfare”, see it for

what it is.   An obvious attempt to purchase the power of government at the
expense of our nation.

It’s time for a flat tax.  It’s the only “fair share” tax out there.
– Keith Balderson, Hamilton, VA

Running Against Her Own Record

Usually, a politician’s campaign platform is reflective of past actions, opinions
or voting records; Janet Clarke is running for Blue Ridge Supervisor against her
own record.

Her front page, red-highlighted campaign ad in the September 23, 2011
Purcellville Gazette check marks her campaign platform.

She claims she will work to “Improve communications and relations between
the County and the Towns.” As an appointed member of the Purcellville Town
Council from 2006 to 2008, she agreed to file lawsuits against our own Loudoun
County Public Schools and even agreed to sue Purcellville’s own Board of Zoning
appeals over its opinion that Woodgrove High School needed a commission permit

Continued on page 11
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Tim Jon:  I'm asking you to think back on your life experiences which

prepared you for leadership, and which – perhaps – propelled you

toward this goal. It may be a specific moment – or a lengthy process –

very personal or strictly professional, etc.

Tom Bellanca:  I will start with a quote from Basketball Coach

John Wooden.  He said, “Successful leadership is not about being

tough or soft, sensitive or assertive, but about a set of attributes.

First and foremost is character.”  Most of my leadership experi-

ences stem from the lessons I learned from my family.  My father was a Navy doctor dur-

ing the Cold War, and the Congressional Liaison for the National Institute of Health who

later ran a unit of doctors in Lebanon when the Marine barracks was bombed.  He later

served as a doctor for General Electric’s work on the international space station.  My

mother worked as an alcohol and drug counselor for the military, and later became a

Clinical Psychologist.  They both instilled in me an unselfish desire for serving other peo-

ple and insisted I maintain high standards of character.  Living in Europe as a child had the

most profound effect on who I am and the way I see the world.  Exposure to high levels

of poverty in other countries led me to believe that there had to be a better way of life.

American leadership is central to the success and progress in the world.  I studied politi-

cal science focusing on learning the structures of governments around the world.  In col-

lege and briefly after college, I worked for former Congressman Jim Olin and

Congressman Rick Boucher, and later went to work for Charles E. Smith Management in

Arlington, working on an award winning transit oriented development project.  I also went

to night school at George Mason University’s International Institute to obtain a Master’s

Degree in International Transactions.  After ten years of working in both the local and

national commercial real estate markets, I started my own real estate investment firm in

Northern Virginia, which is now a multi-million dollar investment company.  All of these

experiences have provided me with the skill set to become Chairman of the Loudoun

County Board of Supervisors.

Tim Jon:  What do you see as the biggest strengths of the jurisdiction which you'd like to lead –

and what specific actions would you take to foster their growth, improvement or preservation?

Address anything from human resources to roads to open space.  

Tom Bellanca:  Loudoun is unique in that it has the diversity from the urban, transition

and rural areas. Loudoun needs to maintain consistency of the Comprehensive Plan while

expanding on different options for recreational activities including providing more areas

for recreational activities and open space.

Tim Jon:  Please name the most critical weaknesses or needs of this election area- and list spe-

cific actions which you'd take to support, correct or reverse these situations.

Tom Bellanca:  The rapidly growing school aged population is the most critical issue in

Loudoun County.  The demand for new schools and innovative programs within the

schools is now greater then ever.  The new school planning, acquisition and construction

process needs to be reformed. We need to get community leaders together and come up

with a new process which includes resident involvement and transparency.

Tim Jon:  We hear a lot about partisan politics these days on the national level.  Would you

pride yourself on working with colleagues from other parties, or do you see this as a weakness?

Do you favor cooperation only among fellow party members?  Feel free to refer to your own

political history on this issue – and how your past actions furthered any important causes. 

Tom Bellanca:  Good ideas come from many different locations. I will listen to all ideas and

work toward mutual solutions with the goal of achieving the best possible outcome for the

greatest number of citizens.  This includes ideas from both political parties and compromises

that will result in outcomes favorable to varied interests.  It is important for the Chairman of

the Board to work with all of the Supervisors and make sure that important issues facing the

diverse areas of the county are all represented in the policies we implement.  It is also impor-

tant to put residents interests first in every decision made by the board.

Tim Jon:  As part of the labor force, I'd like to know how important you think it is to keep your

constituents working, and how you'd put your beliefs into action.  

Tom Bellanca:  I believe it’s the government’s role to create the right environment for

quality job creation. I support creating an Economic Development Authority in Loudoun

similar to the one existing in Fairfax.  This will help to market Loudoun to new business-

es, help retain existing businesses which will thereby result in high quality, well paying jobs

close to home.  We must also expand our efforts to continue to grow the suburban and

rural economies while at the same time increasing tourism visits to the county. 

Tim Jon:  Use of natural resources, development and 'progress' have always been in kind of a

trade-off with the environment.  Some candidates on the national level speak of abolishment of

regulatory bodies such as the Environmental Protection Agency.   How do you feel about moving

Tim Jon:  I'm asking you to think back on your life experiences which

prepared you for leadership, and which – perhaps – propelled you

toward this goal. It may be a specific moment – or a lengthy process –

very personal or strictly professional, etc.

Scott York:  My father was an Air Force pilot and from a young

age growing up on Air Force bases around the country and

Guam, we were instilled a love for our great nation that drives a

life of community service.

Tim Jon:  What do you see as the biggest strengths of the jurisdiction which you'd like to lead –

and what specific actions would you take to foster their growth, improvement or preservation?

Address anything from human resources to roads to open space. 

Scott York: Loudoun County is one of the best places to live, not just in the United

States, but in the whole world. It is a pleasure to serve this community, but it is also a

great challenge.  We have a world-class airport, a beautiful western landscape of rolling

hills and vineyards, and excellent public school system – all within a short drive from the

capital of the Free World.  I will continue to support appropriate land uses that are com-

patible with the airport, continue to support and strengthen our rural economy, and focus

on growing the commercial tax base.

Tim Jon:  Please name the most critical weaknesses or needs of this election area- and list spe-

cific actions which you'd take to support, correct or reverse these situations.

Scott York:  Our greatest challenge has been keeping up with our population growth. This

means building schools and other public amenities at an astounding rate, expanding our

transportation infrastructure to keep up with our increase in commuters, while working

to keep the tax rate as low as possible.  It is a daily challenge, but I'm confident we will

continue to succeed.  However, the recent economic downturn has slowed this process

significantly.  Right now my focus is on bringing businesses here to Loudoun to expand the

commercial tax base.  This economic development focus will provide jobs for Loudoun

residents, reduce commute times, and reduce the tax burden on homeowners.

Tim Jon:  We hear a lot about partisan politics these days on the national level.  Would you

pride yourself on working with colleagues from other parties, or do you see this as a weakness?

Do you favor cooperation only among fellow party members?  Feel free to refer to your own polit-

ical history on this issue – and how your past actions furthered any important causes. 

Scott York:  Anyone who has watched a board meeting will know that I am able to work

with any of the Supervisors, regardless of their party affiliation.  Some, however, are cer-

tainly easier to work with than others. Frankly, in order to have unity of purpose, and a

focus on jobs and serious economic development instead of pet projects, we need a

board majority of pro-business fiscal conservatives.

Tim Jon:  As part of the labor force, I'd like to know how important you think it is to keep your

constituents working, and how you'd put your beliefs into action. 

Scott York:  The unemployment numbers in the county are very low.  The Bureau of

Labor Statistics July numbers have Loudoun at 4.1% unemployment.  Over the last ten

years 46,000 new jobs were created or moved to Loudoun.  However, that does not

account for the underemployed, those who have taken pay cuts, or are working numerous

part-time jobs just to get by.  My focus is to become a more businesses-friendly county

and work to get our taxes as low as possible.

Tim Jon:  Use of natural resources, development and 'progress' have always been in kind of a

trade-off with the environment.  Some candidates on the national level speak of abolishment of

regulatory bodies such as the Environmental Protection Agency.   How do you feel about moving

your jurisdiction 'forward' and – at the same time – ensuring that your constituents – and their

grandchildren – will enjoy clean air, water and natural surroundings?

Scott York:  We need to be good stewards of our planets resources, minimize waste, and

treat the environment properly.  Compared to our neighboring Fairfax and Prince William

Counties, we have been doing a great job of that.  However, I cannot support policies

which thinly disguise a political agenda and social engineering with feel-good language and

ultimately do little to protect the environment.

Tim Jon:  This one's been kicked around in boardrooms and newsrooms so much lately it hardly

needs an intro:  Dulles Rail: local support – yes, or no – and why?

Scott York:  I do support the Metrorail extension to Loudoun, but not at any cost.  I've

been fighting the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to control costs like build-

ing the above ground station at Dulles Airport and shrinking the rail yard size.  However, I

have grave concerns with the way this unelected board, with members hailing from

Pennsylvania, Maryland and DC, are treating Virginia taxpayer's money on this project. 

Yes, Virginia ... election season has, once again, 'snuck up' on (most of) us.  Who do you
support this year – on the local level ... and the state level?  Well, I had the chance to gather
responses from candidates in a couple of our more important state and regional races.

I presented the same questionnaire to each.  A look at the candidates for County Board
Chairman (Tom Bellanca and Scott York) starts on this page.  A look at the candidates for
Virginia’s House of Delegates, District 13 (Dick Black and Shawn Mitchell) appears on page 12. 

Candidates for Board of Supervisors – by Tim Jon

– Candidate Tom Bellanca – – Candidate Scott York –
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– By Valerie Joyner

In her September 8, 2011 campaign e-newsletter, Janet

Clarke attempts to take credit for helping to resolve over-

crowding in western Loudoun’s High Schools.  Ms. Clarke’s

statements are a misrepresentation of the facts.  She also mis-

characterizes Supervisor Jim Burton’s very supportive role in

getting the high school built.  The public record reveals what

truly transpired and reveals how Ms. Clarke actually support-

ed the use of taxpayer money to prevent the construction of

the new Woodgrove High School.

On October 30, 2000, Chairman York informed the

Chairman of the School Board by letter that the County

had settled on the purchase of Fields Farm.  "The Board of

Supervisors purchased the property with the understanding

that sufficient acreage would be provided for a high school

and an elementary school." The letter went on to state that

the remaining acreage would be used for ball fields.  The

School Superintendent’s proposed FY03-FY08 Capital

Improvement Program (CIP) called for opening HS-3

(Woodgrove) in the fall of 2007 on Fields Farm.

Growing opposition to the site from Town of Purcellville

officials, however, led the Board of Supervisors to delay

financing and construction in order to give the school sys-

tem time to find an alternative site.  Over a three-year

period, the school staff examined twenty-five separate sites

and held numerous community meetings in western

Loudoun, many of which were very contentious.

On July 19, 2005. the Board of Supervisors voted to place

eight school projects, including HS-3 (Woodgrove) and one

County project on the November ballot for a bond referen-

dum approval totaling $188,470,000, even though an HS-3

(Woodgrove) site had not yet been selected.   -The initial

motion presented to the Board by Supervisor Waters called

for each of the projects to be listed as a separate referendum

question requiring a separate vote on each.

Concerned that some school projects might fail due to

listing each project separately on the ballot, Supervisor Jim

Burton offered a substitute motion that grouped the proj-

ects into two questions, one for the County project and

one for all school projects.  That motion failed (4-5). There

then followed a series of substitute motions involving vari-

ous proposals for grouping and adding projects and amend-

ments to the ballot. All of these proposals failed. 

One additional motion was made to specifically include

the western high school (Woodgrove) on the ballot.  That

motion passed, with Jim Burton casting the fifth vote. The

final vote on Supervisors Waters’ original motion, as

amended, approved nine separate referendum questions on

the ballot. Supervisor Burton voted no, still expressing con-

cern over the possibility of some school projects failing.

His vote was a vote on the issue of how many separate ref-

erendum questions should be on the ballot. lt was not a

vote against Woodgrove High School.

On May 9, 2006, by a vote of 6-3, the School Board

selected the County-owned Fields Farm for the location of

HS-3 (Woodgrove). 

Purcellville officials voiced objections to the site.

At its June 6 business meeting, the Board of Supervisors

voted (9-0) on Supervisor Burton’s motion to appropriate

$6 million to help the school officials begin to prepare

design and engineering plans for the new Woodgrove High

School.  At its June 20 meeting, the Board voted, 6-3, on

Supervisor Burton’s motion to jointly participate in the

school’s Special Exception Process so that the school could

open in the fall of 2008.  The next day, the Town of

Purcellville filed its first of five lawsuits attempting to pre-

vent the school from being built on Fields Farm (Civil

Action No. CL4l703). 

Although not yet been appointed to the Purcellville Town

Council, in her application questionnaire dated June 15,

2006 Janet Clarke stated “Today the leading challenge is in

not having the next western Loudoun High School located

on Fields Farm or within the jurisdictional vicinity of

Purcellville.” 

Lawsuits to follow included: CL42709 – October 13, 2006,

CL42982 – October 20, 2006, CL4535l – May 4, 2007, and

CL46067 – July 3, 2007.  Janet Clarke was appointed to the

Town Council in August 2006.  Ms. Clarke voted in favor of

every lawsuit and appeal after she took office (including suing

Purcellville's own Board of Zoning Appeals).

After each case was heard, both the Town and the County

filed several appeals to the Virginia Supreme Court.  Those

appeals were gathered together and dealt with in one ruling

dated September 12.  According to the Virginia Supreme

Court ruling, Purcellville believed that it had the right to

review and approve or deny any new development in the

Urban Growth Area outside the town’s actual borders,

including the high school, HS-3 (Woodgrove).  The Town also

believed that a Commission Permit was required and that the

Town had the authority to deny that Permit.  The County

believed that the Town had no such authority.  The County

also believed that since an “H" was annotated on the

Purcellville Urban Growth Area Management Plan map

(PUGAMP) north of the Route 7 bypass, the County did not

have to go through the legislative process of approving a

Commission Permit in order to build a high school.

The Virginia Supreme Court ruled that: 1) The "H" on

the PUGAMP map was too far from Fields Farm and there-

fore the County had to go through the Commission Permit

process, which it completed on December 2, 2008, as a

result of the ruling; and, 2) The Town did not have the right

to review and approve or deny new development outside

of the Town’s own border, including HS-3 (Woodgrove) –

only the County had that right.

As the Court stated on page 13 of its decision: “The

Town does not have extraterritorial jurisdiction concerning

zoning decisions in the unincorporated area of the County

that constitutes the UGA. Nothing in the Code, Annexation

Agreement, or the PUGAMP provides such authority."

Further, the Court stated on page 14: "As previously stated

in the portion of this opinion dealing with the declaratory

judgment action, only the County has zoning authority

involving the development of HS-3 on the subject property.

The Town may participate in the process, but the County

has the zoning authority over the Commission Permit

question."  Therefore, although the Town won a very minor

point, the key decision was in the County’s favor; namely,

that the County had the right to decide whether or not to

build a high school in the Urban Growth Area, with the

Town having no veto power over that decision.

Ordinarily, with a favorable Supreme Court ruling, the

County could have immediately begun construction of

Woodgrove High School.  Unfortunately, there was still one

more Town lawsuit on the books, with trial scheduled for

January 2009.  As long as any litigation was in play, the

County could not go to the bond markets and sell the

bonds necessary to pay for construction. 

Facing extreme overcrowding at Loudoun Valley High

School, the County moved forward with settlement negoti-

ations with the Town.  Council members Tom Priscilla and

Janet Clarke, and the Town Attorney, represented the Town;

Board of Supervisors Chairman York and the County

Attorney represented the County. 

The deal they struck resulted in the County giving the

Town $5.78 million in cash (for unspecified transportation

improvements), a $1.5 million water treatment facility, and

land for a water storage tank in exchange for the Town

withdrawing its final lawsuit and promising in writing not to

file more.  In addition, the County agreed to pay the town

$950,000 for water and sewer hookup fees, three times the

fees for Briar Woods High School and almost ten times the

fees for Heritage High School. 

A settlement was agreed to by both parties and the Court

in December 2008.  Construction began immediately and

Woodgrove High School opened in the fall of 2010.

The lawsuits Janet Clarke supported  delayed the open-

ing of Woodgrove High School by two years and cost the

taxpayers of the County and the Town over $7 million in

settlement terms and legal fees.  There is no way the Town,

and Ms. Clarke, can run from this expensive and wasteful

history.

John Nave Appointed to Town Council in
Closed Session Process

John Nave was appointed to the Purcellville Town

Council on September 13th to fill the vacant seat of CJ

Walker III.  The interviews for the Town Council posi-

tion were done in closed session.  At the September

8th Ways and Means Committee meeting, Councilman

Greg Wagner said that although he had a recommen-

dation to bring to Council on who he would like to

nominate, he would wait until the September 13th

Town Council meeting to announce his recommenda-

tion.  He also said that he would poll the other

Council Members individually before September 13th. 

At the Purcellville Town Council meeting, a motion

was made to nominate Nave, and without comment,

the vote was unanimous.  This is in sharp contrast to

the last vacancy on council in 2006 when applicants

were interviewed without going into closed session.

Also, at this time, all citizens who applied for the

vacant seat were given a set of written questions to

answer.

Other citizens who were interviewed included Tim

Schutte, Patrick McConville, Larry Harrison and Susie

Windham.

7 Million Wasted Bucks: Clarke Can’t Escape Her Role in Woodgrove High School Debacle
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Supervisors attending groundbreaking, starting third from left: Kelly Burk, Supervisor, Leesburg District; Jim Burton, Supervisor, Blue Ridge District; Andrea
McGimsey, Supervisor, Algonkian District; Scott York, Chairman.

Breaking Ground on New Park &

Ride Will Ease Commutes!





 – By Cat Morris

We are coming into spice sea-
son. Mmmmmm! Cinnamon, nut-
meg, and clove come to mind as
the weather begins to turn and the
days get shorter. Now is a great
time to clear out your old herbs and
spices so you can start the cool weather season
on a fresh, flavorful note.

If you’re like me, you never remember what you have in the
cabinet, and often return from the store with a container of
herbs or spices as insurance against being left short on a special
recipe. I believe we all have that spice we can never recall see-
ing recently in the cupboard, and that spice, for me, is cinna-
mon. No matter that I possess pounds of the stuff: I inevitably
find myself staring at grocery shelves, wondering, “Am I out of
cinnamon?”

Now is the time to officially take inventory and update my
holdings. In addition to lots of cinnamon, I admit to owning
ancient jars of stuff I’ve barely touched. It hurts to think of toss-
ing something for which I paid a pretty penny, and just possibly
might need someday.

The good news is that since I first bought some of those
ancient, pricey jars, I have discovered that quality herbs and
spices are not expensive. In fact, if you have been buying your
herbs and spices from a mainstream grocery store, as I used to;
cease and desist: Supermarkets impose scandalously large
mark-ups on spices. That .12 ounce jar of bay leaves that costs
$3.99 at your favorite grocery store?  The same quantity from a
local health food store will set you back a whole 17 cents. Did
that get your attention?

Let’s do some math:

As of this writing, bay leaves at one major grocery store cost
$3.99 for a .12 ounce jar, which comes to $33.25 per ounce, or
$532 per pound (not that you’d ever need a whole pound of
bay leaves). 

By contrast, bay leaves from the bulk section at Natural
Mercantile of Hamilton cost about $1.21 per ounce, or $19.30
per pound. Yes, that would be a $512.70 price difference from
the grocery store for a pound of the same product. [Incidentally,
if you were to actually need a whole pound of bay leaves,
Costco sells a one-pound container for a whopping $6.40.]

Would you like another example? Ground cloves are priced
between $6-$8 dollars per ounce at one major grocery store
right now.  I found them elsewhere for $.86 per ounce. In a
recent comparison shopping exercise, I found that I could
replace one-ounce quantities of fifteen common herbs and
spices for less than $14 total by buying them outside a super-
market, versus upwards of $60 at the supermarket.

Another fantastic, and often even less expensive, source for
herbs and spices is ethnic food stores. Indian markets, or
Mediterranean and Mexican grocers will have large quantities
of excellent quality spices for a fraction of the cost at a main-
stream grocery store. 

Unless it’s a seasoning I use a lot, I prefer to buy herbs and
spices from a health food store because I can purchase as little
or as much as I like. I am charged only for what I take. If I need
a larger quantity, I’ll hit a local ethnic store for high quality
spices sold in larger amounts, and store them at home in pint
sized mason jars. And of course, if you can use a pound or so of
a seasoning (I can’t) warehouse stores such as Costco offer fan-
tastic prices. 

How long will your freshly purchased herbs and spices
keep? The Virginia Cooperative Extension’s Food Storage 

Guidelines for Consumers indicates that dried herbs and
ground spices will stay fresh at room temperature for 6 months,
or 1-2 years in the freezer. Whole spices will last 1-2 years at
room temperature and 2-3 years in the freezer. (Interestingly, the
shelf life of ground mustard is reduced by chilling it, so always
keep mustard at room temperature.) If you keep your spices at
room temperature, keep them in a dry, dark location. Avoid stor-
ing them above your cook top, where their flavor will suffer
from heat. 

The best way to check the freshness of herbs and spices is to
open the container, put some in your hands, and check for
strong aroma, taste and color. Seasonings kept longer than rec-
ommended won’t hurt you, so don’t fret if your oregano is five
years old. It won’t do harm, but it won’t have much taste, either.

I’d love to hear where you find the best bargains on herbs
and spices in the area. Email me at  Cat.Morris@earthlink.net
or visit us online at brleader.com and leave your comment fol-
lowing my column.

In last month's column I promised an article on extreme fru-
gality. I spoke too soon. My apologies, but I couldn't resist writ-
ing about getting great deals on herbs and spices first, what with
holiday cooking right around the corner!

Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Today

With kids of all ages back in school and fall in the air,
it’s a good time to talk about education funding for the
children in your life.

Before your child was even born, you were planning.
What will we name him? What color should we paint her
room?  Who will he look like? What will she become
when she grows up?

But with all the decisions parents face, there’s an impor-
tant one they often overlook—college. And yet, with
tuition rates rising, it should be at the top of every parent’s
planning list no matter what the child’s age.

What’s more, saving for a child’s education doesn’t nec-
essarily have to rest entirely with parents. With the flexibil-
ity and convenience of today’s savings plans, many alter-
natives make good sense for grandparents, aunts and
uncles, other family members and friends, who can con-
tribute or set up their own plans.

Start planning today

If your child is young, then time is on your side. By
starting early, you may be able to invest less money now,
and thanks to the potential impact of compounding returns,
let your savings do much of the work for you.

Don’t panic if your child is already in high school. While
you may need to invest more money in a shorter time
frame, you should still be able to afford at least a portion
of college costs.

With many new college savings alternatives available, it
is critical to choose the one that’s most appropriate for you.
Selecting the wrong plan – or not investing properly within
the right one – can prohibit you from maximizing your
savings.

What to consider before select-

ing a plan

• What are the tax benefits? 
• Who controls the funds?
• How much risk is involved?
• What are the investment options?
• What are the tax consequences if I change the beneficiary?

529 Plans for college savings are popular tax-advantaged
savings vehicles that have revolutionized the world of col-
lege savings much as 401(k) Plans revolutionized the world
of retirement.  As of June 2010, total assets in college sav-
ings plans reached an all-time high of $135.2 billion.
(Source: College Board’s Trends in Student Aid 2010.)

Choosing a college savings plan

While you can choose any state’s 529 college savings
plan, it helps to consider a few key features to make the
process easier:

• Your state’s tax benefits: A majority of states offer some
type of income tax break for 529 college savings plan par-
ticipants, such as deductions for contributions or tax-free
earnings on qualified withdrawals. However, some states
limit their tax deduction to contributions made to the in-
state 529 plan only. So make sure you find out the exact
scope of the tax breaks, if any, that your state offers. (See
the Virginia 529 website for this information in our state.)
• Investment options: 529 plans vary in the investment
options they offer. Ideally, you’ll want to find a plan with a
wide variety of investment options, from conservative to
more growth-oriented to match your risk tolerance.
• Fees and expenses: Fees and expenses can vary widely

among plans, and high fees can take a bite out of your sav-
ings. Typical fees include annual maintenance, administra-
tion, and management fees.
• Reputation of the financial institution: Make sure that the
financial institution managing the plan is reputable and
that you can reach customer service with any questions.

Opening your account

Once you’ve selected a plan, opening an account is easy.
You’ll need to choose a beneficiary and one or more of the
plan’s investment portfolios. Typically, you’ll be required
to make an initial minimum contribution, which must be
made in cash or cash equivalent. You can tailor the fre-
quency of your contributions to your own needs and budg-
et. Most plans will allow you to change your investment
portfolios periodically if you’re unhappy with their per-
formance.  You’ll also be able to change the beneficiary of
your account to a qualified family member (e.g., siblings,
stepsiblings, parents, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, first
cousins) with no income tax or penalty implications.

You have big dreams for the child in your life. Don’t let
lack of planning sidetrack those aspirations.

I welcome your comments.  Just send me an email at
amy.v.smith@raymondjames.com.  All names and identify-
ing information will be kept strictly confidential unless
written permission is given for their use.

© Amy V. Smith, Amy V. Smith Wealth Management, LLC, is an
independent firm. Amy is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP) and
Certified Investment Management Analyst (CIMA) and offers secu-

rities through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC. Her office is located at 161 Fort Evans Road, NE,

Ste 345, Leesburg, VA 20176.
www.amysmithwealthmanagement.com.

amy.v.smith@raymondjames.com.
The opinions and recommendations here are those

of the columnist.
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Cat Morris is a Virginia native currently living in Iowa with
her husband and two children.  She has been writing a frugal

column for years.
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Amy V. Smith’s Money Talks
– Education Saving Starts Now –

Save a Fortune on Herbs & Spices

Running Totals ... in praise of frugal living
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STEM education or
STEAM as Dr. Hatrick likes
to say is going strong in
Loudoun County Public
Schools.  Dr. Hatrick adds
the A to stand for the arts
which are very important in
21st century learning and are
a big part of the extracurric-
ular life in our high schools. 

High school students
starting their freshman year
have the opportunity to
attend the Thomas Jefferson
High School in Fairfax County with the
tuition and bus transportation covered by
the county; since 2005, Loudoun County
has also offered a magnet school, the
Academy of Science, a four year every
other day program of studies at Dominion
High School.  Recently the Monroe
Vocational-Technology Center was desig-
nated as a Governor's School for STEM
because the curriculum there is rich with
science, technology, engineering and math.
Students may attend Monroe their junior
and senior year on an every other day
basis. The Academy of Science is spon-
sored in part by the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute.  HHMI has studied sci-
ence instruction at the middle school level
and over several summers has trained all

our middle school science
teachers on making lessons
inquiry and project-based.

Business and industry
has stated that there is a criti-
cal shortage in the United
States of engineers, doctors,
researchers and mathemati-
cians and Loudoun County is
working hard to get children
interested in following a
career path in the math and
sciences.  We regularly spon-
sor summer camps such as a

Genomics science camp just for girls at
George Washington University; an engi-
neering camp for sixth graders (five
years);a middle school summer camp on
vo-tech education taught at Monroe (6
years); summer NASA camps for teens and
many Summer Governor's School experi-
ences for teens in the sciences, engineering
and math fields.  At the high school level,
we offer AP Chemistry, Environmental
explorations, Conceptual and AP Physics,
Dual Enrollment Geospatial Science, AP
Biology, and Earth Science.  Our county-
wide science fair is legendary with the
local winners going on to win at the world
and national level. Besides Algebra,
Geometry, and Trigonometry, we offer

News From Blue Ridge District

School Board Representative Priscilla Godfrey

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Trees that may be underused
or not well known.

Conifers for screening or
specimen locations.

Our fall hours of operation
are by appointment, but we are here

and ready to serve you.
Please call us at (540) 338-4635.

For a list of trees, visit
www.LoudounNursery.com.

Loudoun Nursery is

open for the selection of

shade, flowering and

ornamental trees.

Disease resistant flowering
trees.

Mid-sized shade trees and
ornamental bark.

Fall is for tree

planting!

Leesburg

Continued on page 21



A gentleman found this projectile point
about two feet below the surface while he
was doing some heavy duty landscaping east
of Philomont near the bank of what was the
Long Branch of Beaverdam Creek – now
dammed into a series of ponds.  The size and
shape identify it as a Morrow Mountain I
projectile point made approximately 6,000 –
7,000 years ago during the Archaic Period.
Of the points found in the Mid-Atlantic
region, particularly those found at more than
a foot deep, it is one of the more common
types.  It was probably hafted to a stick and
may have been used as a spear point or a

knife.  Bows and arrows would not be seen
in this area until thousands of years later.
The material used for the point is rhyolite, a
relatively soft volcanic rock which can be
found naturally in nearby Maryland.  It was
shaped using percussion flaking – probably
knapping with another stone, and pressure
flaking along the edges – probably with a
deer antler.   The tip is broken off and the
tool shows a great deal of wear from use or
the effects of use or of being moved about
by water.  We do not know which people
lived in this area that long ago.
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What’s
That ?

Mike Clem is a member of the Banshee Reeks
Chapter of the Archeology Society of Virginia

(BRASV.org) and the Loudoun County
Archaeologist. Bob Shuey is an archeologist
active in local historic preservation efforts.

Mike Clem Bob Shuey

Send a photo and brief description of your unusu-
al backyard finds to carolbrleader@yahoo.com
or mail it to Blue Ridge Leader, 128 South 20th

Street, Purcellville, VA 20132.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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www.blueridgechiropractic.com

Making Sense of the Stuff We
Find in Our Back Yards

– By Bob Shuey

Nichols: The Last Hardware Store

Threeways how you can be
among the first to own...

 2011 THE LINCOLN STUDIOS

A DOCUMENTARY FILM FROM THE LINCOLN STUDIOS

11.. PPiicckk uupp aa DDVVDD aatt SSaarraahh HHuunnttiinnggttoonn’’ss pphhoottoo ssttuuddiioo.. Across 21st Street 
from Nichols.  Please call first: 540-338-7809.

22.. AAtttteenndd aa ffrreeee sshhoowwiinngg, Saturday, Sept 24 at the Franklin Park 
Arts Center, Purcellville.  DVDs will be for sale.

33.. VViissiitt oouurr wweebb ssiittee:: www.thelasthardwarestore.org. Order with PayPal.
Don’t let these opportunities pass you by!

BLUE RIDGE CHIROPRACTIC

& ACUPUNCTURE, LLC

~ NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS ~

Christina M. VanDerHurst, DC

PJ VanDerHurst, DC, FASA

BLUE RIDGE CHIROPRACTIC

& ACUPUNCTURE, LLC

~ NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS ~

Christina M. VanDerHurst, DC

PJ VanDerHurst, DC, FASA

Chiropractic Physicians
205 E. Hirst Rd Suite 102

Purcellville, VA 20132

PH 540-338-3190   Fax 540-338-3695

he noted that it is critical that the
amendment pass in 2012 – for then, it
will be on the ballot for the people to
decide.

Cuccinelli used the word “bully” to
describe city and town elected officials
who go after and  “pick on” the little
guys, using the taxpayers money to
fight until they win.  The Attorney
General said that he has watched
countless cases of abuse, and that this
legislation would not allow more prop-
erty to be taken than what is actually
needed; and, that the condemning enti-

ties would not be able to exercise emi-
nent domain if the primary use of the
condemned property was for private
gain, private benefit, private enterprise,
increasing jobs or tax revenue or for
“economic development.”  He feels
that voters in northern Virginia would
pass such a measure overwhelmingly.

We agree.  Perhaps Crooked Run
Orchard will serve as an example of
what states and localities do not have
the right to destroy in the name of
“eminent domain”.

Farm Bureau – continued from page 4

Special Event for Young Athletes
and Parents

Dr. Pete Hilgartner, a leading
expert in health and nutrition with
extensive training in advanced clinical
nutrition, peak performance strategies
and more will make a special presenta-
tion on “The Proper Care and Feeding
of Your Young Athlete”, Saturday,
October 15 at Fields of Athenry Farm.

As a holistic health practitioner,
author, former Marine, and Olympic
level athlete, Dr. Pete brings years of
personal and professional experience
to his teachings.

Attendees will learn how to “Eat
Well, Think Well, & Move Well!” in
order to optimize their athletic per-
formance.  Today, much of sports con-
ditioning is focused on weight loss, fat

caliper counts,
and short term
strength and
endurance
goals with lit-
tle apprecia-
tion for the big
picture. Dr.
Pete will go
beyond these
metrics and onto a path of proper
nutrition and environment as the foun-
dation for not only optimal perform-
ance, but the growth and development
for life long health and function.

Register for the event on the
Fields of Athenry Farm website:
www.fieldsofathenryfarm.com.
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Candidates for Board of Supervisors, continued from page 5

– Candidate Tom Bellanca – – Candidate Scott York –

Letters to the Editor, continued from page 4

Continued on page 21

for the Town to build its school.  She sat in on the (closed to
the public) talks between Purcellville’s lawyer and Loudoun
County’s lawyer on the Woodgrove High hostage settle-
ments, in order to extract as much money as possible to
build a road for developers (the Southern Collector Road)
through Crooked Run Orchard, contrary to her fourth
promise to “Support Property Rights.”

Blue Ridge voters remember the 2003 Republican
takeover of the County Board of Supervisors that stripped
Scott York of his Chairmanship, re-zoned Eastern Loudoun
to the extreme density that plagues every commuter or
business service provider along the Route 7 corridor today,
and denied logic that in Western Loudoun it does not rain
more if you build more houses.  “Support Property Rights”
is code for support developer rights – remember the red
neckerchiefs (Citizens for Property Rights) crowd that got

their requested re-zonings?
Janet Clarke will work to “Place schools in locations

that facilitate short bus rides and walk ability.”  That is what
Woodgrove High School accomplished.  Janet authored a
resolution that all Purcellville’s high school students attend
Loudoun Valley High School, yet her own child attends
Woodgrove High School.  Does her child walk to
Woodgrove High School when Loudoun Valley is an easy
walk from her house?  Not likely.  Apparently Mrs. Clarke’s
resolution is good enough for all of the families in
Purcellville except her own.

Now she “supports the 690 interchange” (she took it
off of Purcellville’s Top Ten Priorities in 2006) ... when she
did nothing on the Purcellville Town Council but destroy
the County’s support for funding the design of the inter-
change with the high school lawsuits.  Why doesn’t

Purcellville use the $4.5 million to build the 690 inter-
change Mrs. Clarke?   “Complete road segments” is code
for saying “push Sam and Uta Brown off their farm – we
don’t have the time to wait for them to die.”  Could your
home be next on the chopping block?

“Reduce traffic” is a joke when she supports growing
Western Loudoun as quickly as possible.  Janet “supports
youth sports and facilities,” but she fought to deny
Woodgrove High School its athletic facilities.

The hyper-growth of Loudoun County in the new mil-
lennium’s first decade exploded in all of our faces.  And, most
of us are hanging on to homes that may never regain their
original value ... while debt and taxes will haunt us all until
we are 65.  Do we need more of this kind of thinking?  No.

Janet Clarke has not proven to be an “advocate for the
community” unless we are speaking of the “development”

your jurisdiction 'forward' and – at the same time – ensuring that your constituents – and their grandchildren – will

enjoy clean air, water and natural surroundings?

Tom Bellanca:  The Environmental Protection Agency is a valuable part of our government and necessary

for a higher quality of living.  It is important that we create a sustainable living environment locally and pro-

tect valuable natural resources including a clean and reliable source of water.  It is also important for us to

protect open areas and establish the necessary parks and recreation facilities that our residents request.  If

we don’t have the resources to protect a sustainable environment now, when will we ever have time or

money to do so?

Tim Jon:  This one's been kicked around in boardrooms and newsrooms so much lately it hardly needs an intro:

Dulles Rail: local support – yes, or no – and why?

Tom Bellanca:  I've always supported Dulles Rail.  It is the largest economic development protect in the

nation right now.   We must make every attempt to insure the tolls on the toll road remain low and this will

include the pursuit of additional Federal and State funds to lower the burden this project will place on local

property taxes.  It is also important for us to support candidates committed to securing these additional

Federal and State funding mechanisms.

Tim Jon:  Northern Virginia's had a long, strange history involving housing development – probably dating back to the

building of Dulles Airport.  How do you see your role in charting future decisions on this item?  I'm leaving this ques-

tion a little generic – use as much latitude as you need.

Tom Bellanca:  Loudoun must stick to the structure of its comprehensive plan to the best of its ability.

Growth must be managed to maintain a sustainable pace while planning for the necessary infrastructure

needs especially schools.   The constant swings in the county government are damaging to the quality of life in

our county and we need to work toward maintaining greater consistency and more sustainable policies and

growth levels.

Tim Jon:  In this fine land of ours, citizens pay taxes in exchange for relative levels of protection, infrastructure and

services.  Are the taxes for your jurisdiction at the proper level – and, if not – what specific actions would you take to

lower or raise them – and why?

Tom Bellanca:  Loudoun continues to get squeezed because it only gets a portion of both its Federal and

State income taxes back to support this region.  This is not sustainable and places an increased burden on

local property taxes.  I will fight for more of the funds generated here to stay here.  This includes making

sure we change the composite index and obtaining more funding for road improvements, maintenance, tran-

sit and other projects throughout the county.

Tim Jon:  Service to a large group of citizens is fraught with demands to fulfill campaign promises.  I've heard some

outlandish, impossible requests made from the public and professional sector.  How much weight would you place

upon individual requests from your constituents?  How about groups?  How about businesses?  How have you han-

dled these situations in the past?

Tom Bellanca:  A good public leader listens to all of the requests and opinions of stakeholders and con-

stituents.  The best public leaders are the ones who reconcile the multitude of positions to one comprehen-

sive policy and always keep as a central theme the greatest good for the greatest number.  I pledge to put

the best interest of those who live in the county at the front of all issues before the board.

Tim Jon:  What kind of a political legacy would you like to leave – upon – one day – leaving office? People would

say:  “He was a leader who really ... ?”  

Tom Bellanca:  I would like to keep our county on a sustainable path over the next four years.  We can

do a better job of planning for new schools, expanding economic development initiatives and making sure

our transportation network is multimodal and efficient.   I would also like to bridge the gap between our

many varieties of communities including the numerous HOA’s in the suburban area, the transitional area,

and the rural areas.  This will instill a greater sense of community countywide.  Loudoun needs to be better

prepared for the future and I hope you will support my candidacy on November 8th to help us establish a

truly world renowned community.  Henry Ford said that whether you believe you can or you believe you

can’t, you are right.  I believe we can.

I cannot support the projected toll increases on the Dulles Toll Road

of over $10 each way – which is essentially an unsustainable highway

robbery of Loudoun's commuters.  I am working to explore alternate

funding solutions.

Tim Jon:  Northern Virginia's had a long, strange history involving housing

development – probably dating back to the building of Dulles Airport.  How

do you see your role in charting future decisions on this item?  I'm leaving

this question a little generic – use as much latitude as you need. 

Scott York:  Loudoun is a great place to live and work. It makes

sense that people from all over the country and the world come

here to raise their families.  We have a wonderfully diverse popula-

tion which speaks to this point very well.  However, with the current

economic climate, the situation we have had in the past of two very

different perspectives on controlled or uncontrolled growth is no

longer a defining issue. 

Tim Jon:  In this fine land of ours, citizens pay taxes in exchange for rela-

tive levels of protection, infrastructure and services.  Are the taxes for your

jurisdiction at the proper level – and, if not – what specific actions would

you take to lower or raise them – and why?

Scott York:  This year I moved to lower the tax rate, which was

voted down by the Democrat majority.  Our tax rate is almost com-

pletely driven by the school system. Between the capital school costs,

and their budget it consumes almost 70% of the total county budget.

General government isn't even 5%.  If the school board shows

greater fiscal restraint it will help lower the tax rate.  However, the

Board of Supervisors can also do its part by continuing to attract

more businesses here to the county to bring in additional tax rev-

enue.  

Tim Jon:  Service to a large group of citizens is fraught with demands to

fulfill campaign promises.  I've heard some outlandish, impossible requests

made from the public and professional sector.  How much weight would

you place upon individual requests from your constituents? How about

groups? How about businesses? How have you handled these situations in

the past?

Scott York:  I always strive to be extremely responsive to my con-

stituents needs.  I have topnotch staff which helps in this effort. It is

my desire to be able to investigate the merits of every request, com-

plaint and need and respond appropriately.  Furthermore, because of

my belief in government transparency, I post all the action summary

reports of the Board's actions to my blog at chairmanyork.word-

press.com.

Tim Jon:  What kind of a political legacy would you like to leave –

upon – one day – leaving office? People would say:  “He was a leader who

really ... ?”

Scott York:  I don't give much thought to a 'legacy', but I do hope

that my service to the community has made Loudoun a great place

to live and raise a family, be educated, and do business.



Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Todaypage 12 October 2011

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Tim Jon:  I'm asking you to think back on your life experiences
which prepared you for leadership, and which – perhaps – pro-
pelled you toward this goal. It may be a specific moment – or a
lengthy process – very personal or strictly professional, etc. 

Dick Black: I enlisted in the Marines in 1963.  By age 21, I
rose to second lieutenant.  I was among the Marines’
youngest pilots landing aboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S.
Lexington and later became a helicopter pilot and flew 269
combat missions in Vietnam.  I was first elected to the
House of Delegates in 1997 and represented the 32nd
District for eight years.  I achieved a 100% rating from the
National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), and
the National Right to Work's top national award in 2003.  I
introduced legislation that allowed  construction on Rt. 28; I am ready to hit the ground
running on day one.

Tim Jon:  What do you see as the biggest strengths of the jurisdiction which you'd like to lead –
and what specific actions would you take to foster their growth, improvement or preservation?
Address anything from human resources to roads to open space. 

Dick Black: Loudoun and Prince William are shining gems.  We have a highly educated
and successful population.  Loudoun County has the highest median income in the nation,
and our schools are also some of the best in the Commonwealth.  There is also a rich
cultural heritage spread throughout the two counties.  

Tim Jon: Please name the most critical weaknesses or needs of this election area – and list
specific actions which you'd take to support, correct or reverse these situations.

Dick Black: Both counties can also be seen as victims of their success, as growth pres-
sures have created transportation issues and created a demand for more and more public
services. (This) has put enormous pressure on State and Local Governments to provide
these resources.  I believe we need to continue to foster the academic achievements our
citizens are known for.  I believe that the exponential advances in new technology demand
that we place a higher emphasis on high tech education in our public school curriculum
so that our children will be able to succeed in our highly competitive job market.

Tim Jon:  We hear a lot about partisan politics these days on the national level.  Would you
pride yourself on working with colleagues from other parties, or do you see this as a weakness?
Do you favor cooperation only among fellow party members?  Feel free to refer to your own
political history on this issue – and how your past actions furthered any important causes.

Dick Black:  It is always prudent to try to find common ground with members on the
other side of the isle. In the House, I often reached across the aisle on issues that we
agreed upon but I am not willing to compromise my principles in order to gain by-parti-
san support on an issue.

Tim Jon:  As part of the labor force, I'd like to know how important you think it is to keep your
constituents working, and how you'd put your beliefs into action.

Dick Black:  Virginia needs to lead the way in providing streamlined, effective govern-
ment.  While other States have been facing bankruptcy, Virginia has balanced its budget by
controlling spending.  I will continue this model of success by working with Governor
McDonnell to control spending and promote business.  Now is not the time to impose
even more burdensome regulations, and I will oppose initiatives such as the Chesapeake
Bay Preservation Ordinance and other new rules that would damage our business com-
munity. 

Tim Jon: Use of natural resources, development and 'progress' have always been in kind of a
trade-off with the environment.  Some candidates on the national level speak of abolishment of
regulatory bodies such as the Environmental Protection Agency.  How do you feel about moving
your jurisdiction 'forward' and – at the same time – ensuring that your constituents – and their
grandchildren – will enjoy clean air, water and natural surroundings?

Dick Black:  We have vast reserves of energy production that are untapped due to gov-
ernment interference.  I will work with Governor McDonnell to pressure the Obama
Administration to lift the moratorium on off-shore drilling.  I also support the mining of
uranium in Pittsylvania County. If we are ever going to end our dependence on foreign
sources of oil and gas, we cannot turn our back on available source of power.  We need
to develop our own oil and gas resources while our scientists work towards developing
new technology and sources of energy.  Virginia should oppose ever-tightening federal
standards.  We must work to restrict EPA's expansion.  Virginia should support federal leg-
islation that prohibits EPA from treating CO2 as a pollutant or restricting CO2 emissions.
I oppose the Chesapeake Bay Ordinance proposed by the current Loudoun Supervisors
because it creates bureaucracy for land owners while doing little for the environment. 

Tim Jon:  This one's been kicked around in boardrooms and newsrooms so much lately it hardly
needs an intro: Dulles Rail:  local support – yes, or no – and why?

Dick Black:  I support Dulles Rail to Dulles if the bulk of the funding burden does not
fall to Loudoun residents and if costs are kept to a minimum.

Tim Jon:  I'm asking you to think back on your life experiences

which prepared you for leadership, and which – perhaps – pro-

pelled you toward this goal. It may be a specific moment – or a

lengthy process – very personal or strictly professional, etc.

Shawn Mitchell: I am running for office because I am

invested in my community.  Both my business and home

are located in this senate district. I’m involved with local

non-profits like the Valor Foundation. I understand the

impact that state government has on my business, and I

strongly feel we need more business leaders in Richmond,

people who understand how to make a payroll, live by a

budget, develop a marketing plan, and make difficult deci-

sions based on a Profit Loss statement.

A little more about myself – I attended Virginia Tech where I met my now wife. During

that time, I enlisted with the National Guard. I volunteered for regular Army duty to serve

my country in Bosnia in 2001.  In Bosnia I was part of a team running international free-

dom of movement missions, planning road projects, and building bridges.  I was then later

deployed to Iraq and served on the front lines as a combat engineer.  I was awarded the

2004 Engineer Soldier of the Year award by my battalion for outstanding leadership ability.

Tim Jon:  What do you see as the biggest strengths of the jurisdiction which you'd like to lead –

and what specific actions would you take to foster their growth, improvement or preservation?

Address anything from human resources to roads to open space.

Shawn Mitchell:  Our Diversity – not only the people who make up the district, but the

different landscapes from the rural farms to the urban developments.

Tim Jon:  Please name the most critical weaknesses or needs of this election area- and list spe-

cific actions which you'd take to support, correct or reverse these situations.

Shawn Mitchell:  Economic development to develop a broader commercial tax base so

that we can bring much needed relief to our residents.

Tim Jon:  We hear a lot about partisan politics these days on the national level.  Would you

pride yourself on working with colleagues from other parties, or do you see this as a weakness?

Do you favor cooperation only among fellow party members?  Feel free to refer to your own polit-

ical history on this issue – and how your past actions furthered any important causes. 

Shawn Mitchell:  As a business owner and as someone who prides himself on practical

solutions, I think it is imperative that we send someone to Richmond who can and will

work across party lines.  We have a divided government in Richmond and that shouldn’t

stop us from addressing the important issues of today and improving our quality of life.

Tim Jon:  As part of the labor force, I'd like to know how important you think it is to keep your

constituents working, and how you'd put your beliefs into action.

Shawn Mitchell: I believe the state should support worker-retraining programs, that are

cost effective and provide practical skills to help unemployed workers and veterans’ tran-

sition to a new career.

Tim Jon:  Use of natural resources, development and 'progress' have always been in kind of a

trade-off with the environment.  Some candidates on the national level speak of abolishment of

regulatory bodies such as the Environmental Protection Agency.   How do you feel about moving

your jurisdiction 'forward' and – at the same time – ensuring that your constituents – and their

grandchildren – will enjoy clean air, water and natural surroundings?

Shawn Mitchell: In a small business owner who specializes in solar and geothermal

installations, I believe it is important that we explore and develop these technologies plus

additional alternatives of energy and fuel.

Tim Jon:  This one's been kicked around in boardrooms and newsrooms so much lately it hardly

needs an intro: Dulles Rail:  local support – yes, or no – and why?

Shawn Mitchell: I fully support extending metro into Ashburn. It is vital to the future

economic development of Loudoun County and the entire Northern Virginia region. I

believe we need to keep the costs in check for the project and as Senator, I will fight for

state funding of this project so that it isn't all funded on the backs of local residents.

Tim Jon:  Northern Virginia's had a long, strange history involving housing development – proba-

bly dating back to the building of Dulles Airport. How do you see your role in charting future deci-

sions on this item? I'm leaving this question a little generic – use as much latitude as you need. 

Shawn Mitchell:  I think its very important that as we continue to grow in this district,

we place a priority on smart development and promote live-work-play type communities.

Tim Jon:  In this fine land of ours, citizens pay taxes in exchange for relative levels of protection,

infrastructure and services.  Are the taxes for your jurisdiction at the proper level – and, if not –

what specific actions would you take to lower or raise them – and why?  Again, personal, profes-

sional and political history may apply for your answer here.

Candidates for Virginia House of Delegates, District 13 – by Tim Jon

– Candidate Dick Black – – Candidate Shawn Mitchell –

Interviews continued on facing page
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Candidates for Virginia House of Delegates, District 13 – continued from facing page

– Candidate Dick Black – – Candidate Shawn Mitchell –
Tim Jon:  Northern Virginia's had a long, strange his-
tory involving housing development – probably dating
back to the building of Dulles Airport.  How do you see
your role over the course of your office – in terms of
responsible leadership – on charting future decisions
on this item? I'm leaving this question a little generic,
to allow as much latitude as possible in answering.

Dick Black:  When it comes to growth, I feel we
need to take a fair and balanced approach.  We
need to continue to support growth and econom-
ic development while protecting our cultural her-
itage and natural resources.   

Tim Jon:  In this fine land of ours, citizens pay taxes
in exchange for relative levels of protection, infrastruc-
ture and services. Are the taxes for your jurisdiction at
the proper level – and, if not – what specific actions
would you take to lower or raise them – and why?
Again, personal, professional and political history may
apply for your answer here.

Dick Black:  In the House of Delegates, I never
voted for a tax increase.  I believe we must amend
the constitution to bar raids on the Transportation
Trust fund. I agree with Del. Rust's proposal to set
aside a portion of the sales tax in NOVA for
transportation. The state formula should be
amended to focus state resources on areas of
greatest congestion, such as NOVA. (Then),
Virginia should apply General Fund revenue to
transportation needs. Northern Virginia has been
the economic engine of Virginia. As a result we
have seen an increasing share of our tax dollars

taken away from us. While it is important to assist
those parts of Virginia that need our help, we can-
not do so to the detriment of Northern Virginia. I
support returning a greater share of our tax dol-
lars back home to assist in paying for education
and transportation. 

Tim Jon:  Service to a large group of citizens is
fraught with demands to fulfill campaign promises, and
to perform in the manner each of us envisions for a
proper leader. I've heard some outlandish, impossible
requests made from the public and professional sector.
How much weight would you place upon individual
requests from your constituents? How about groups?
How about businesses? How have you handled these
situations in the past?

Dick Black:  My office had an excellent reputa-
tion for constituent service.  I listen to every voter
and weigh each decision on a case to case basis.
During any legislative session, every representative
is inundated with citizens and groups all lobbing
for their issue. I always weighed all the opinions
with what is best for the citizens in my district.

Tim Jon:  What kind of a political legacy would you
like to leave - upon - one day - leaving office? People
would say:  “He was a leader who really ... ?”

Dick Black:  The legacy that I left when I served
for eight years and the legacy I would like to con-
tinue is one of honesty and integrity in office.  I’m
not afraid to take on the tough issues head on and
I am honest with where I stand.

Shawn Mitchell:  I think its very important that we work on economic

development in the district so that we are able to grow the commercial

tax base and provide much needed tax relief to residents.

Tim Jon:  Service to a large group of citizens is fraught with demands to fulfill

campaign promises, and to perform in the manner each of us envisions for a

proper leader.  I've heard some outlandish, impossible requests made from the

public and professional sector.  How much weight would you place upon individ-

ual requests from your constituents?  How about groups?  How about business-

es?  How have you handled these situations in the past?

Shawn Mitchell: I want to work very hard for my constituents and put

a strong emphasis on constituent services when in office, regardless of if

it’s an individual, business or group.  My door will always be open to listen

to them and their concerns.

Tim Jon:  What kind of a political legacy would you like to leave - upon - one

day - leaving office? People would say:  “He was a leader who really ... ?”

Shawn Mitchell:  He was a leader who really cared about the daily

issues that impacted the lives of his constituents.  Shawn always had a

practical common sense approach to problem solving and his door was

always open to listen to his constituents and their issues.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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at editor@brleader.com.

It's not a very long stretch of road – at least if you're
using the usual mileage measuring system for US road-
ways – X amount of distance per inch, or whatever; then
again, there are some places in our universe that defy the
bounds of what we tend to consider 'normal,' 'conventional,'
or even 'linear.' I guess Black Oak Road is to vehicular travel
what something like Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea
is to the world of literature. It's not always the number of
actual miles or words on paper that make the greatest
impression. At least that's how I feel about this little, windy,
hilly, barely-big-enough-for-the-two-of-us, gravel road. I'm
sure some of Loudoun County's public school bus drivers
would agree, and I know of at least a couple of other local
Postal delivery associates who can share some hair-raising
tales of experiences on Black Oak. 

I've been pretty fortunate, all things considered. Let's
see, I've had to detour around the greater portion of it due to
fallen trees, I've felt the loose dirt give way under the tires as
I've struggled for control going down some of its hills, I've
battled hip-high snow drifts in 'swims' from the Postal vehi-
cle to get to mailboxes in exposed locations, I've prayed that
my truck would just remain somewhere between the two
sides of the road as I bounced along on the icy ruts of win-
ter, and I've been surprised to discover that my tire treads
were almost totally useless as a means of traction in the
muddy clay 'bottom' portion of the road – down past the lit-
tle bridge. On the other hand, I've had some cherished
moments: the pleasure of easing down the gradual decline
past Otley Road as Black Oak enters the cool shade of a
mature stand of trees – which comes as a welcome relief
pretty much anytime between May and September, catching
the sound of rain on cool, fall afternoons while organizing
trays of mail on top of the hill at the Otley crossing, sighting
views of the Blue Ridge from this same spot – whether

they're coated in the greens of summer, the
snows of winter, or the more varied palette
of autumn, and the never-tiring, unpre-
dictable antics of the army of squirrels who
live along the road. It's one of the few loca-
tions in Loudoun County – or the rest of
North America, for that matter – that I've
caught glimpses of pileated woodpeckers -
striking, huge, crow-sized birds with beaks
almost the size of railroad spikes.

Black Oak Road has the feel of a wild
and remote place.

I realize that I've probably created pictures of a corridor
worthy of an episode on “Ice Road Truckers” or something,
and many may rightly wonder if such a place exists in
modern-day Loudoun County, where most of us are gener-
ally more concerned with the latest announcement on the
morning commute on Route Seven, or changing traffic pat-
terns from interchange construction on Route 28, or the lat-
est conditions on the Leesburg Bypass (maybe those busy
thoroughfares are more like the novel comparisons of
today's best-sellers, or perhaps even a supermarket romance
saga), but I can assure you that this little stretch of gravel
runs in our same world – from Paxson Road in the north
down to Snickersville Turnpike in the south- bounded by
Silcott Springs Road in the east and Airmont Road in the
west. If you're still giving me a blank stare, this is all just a
few miles south of the Town of Purcellville – which is about
11 miles west of Leesburg – from which brave human beings
sometimes even travel as far as Washington, DC.

And, yes, in addition to Black Oak, Loudoun County
features a great many miles of unpaved, usually narrow,
sometimes troublesome, often hilly and windy little roads;
this happens to be one of my favorites, and travelers along

this stretch can – for the most part – consider themselves
very fortunate, indeed- at least in my opinion. I hope there
are always places like this in my County which remain
unknown, undiscovered – a complete mystery to me; that's
the kind of universe in which I prefer to live.

Now, if I can just find the vehicular traveling equivalent
of Melville's Moby Dick, or Faulkner's Go Down, Moses or
maybe even Thomas Wolfe's Look Homeward, Angel ... any
suggestions?

Black Oak Road

Just Like Nothing (Else) On Earth – by Tim Jon
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Across
1. Driven transport

5. Jewish teacher

10. Kind of instrument

14. "By yesterday!"

15. Betelgeuse's constellation

16. "Cogito, ___ sum"

17. Rarely

20. Back

21. Outdo

22. Annexes

25. Dates

26. Chop (off)

29. Piques

31. Can't stand

35. "The ___ Daba Honeymoon"

36. Andrea Doria's domain

38. Arabic for "commander"

39. Fab Four film

43. Otherwise

44. Character

45. Poetic meadow

46. Mideast capital

49. Goose speech

50. Time zone

51. Froth

53. Big laugh

55. Astronomer

58. Choker

62. Destination of the disgruntled?

65. Dirty coat

66. Sea gear

67. Ball field covering

68. Barley beards

69. 1980's-90's ring champ

70. Cut down

Down
1. Golden Triangle country

2. "___ She Lovely?"

3. Disabling spray

4. "La Bohème," e.g.

5. Howard of "Happy Days"

6. Victorian, for one

7. Food collectors?

8. Dense mass

9. Accustomed

10. Learn again

11. "Aeneid" figure

12. These may be inflated

13. Family head

18. Deep blue

19. Old weapon

23. Attracted

24. Taste, e.g.

26. Cake part

27. Ancient editorial marks

28. Buddy-buddy

30. Pole position?

32. "South Pacific" hero

33. Trig functions

34. Foot the bill

37. Dislike intensely

40. Flyers

41. Like old recordings

42. Obliquely

47. Slay

48. Most healthy

52. Compassion

54. Licks

55. Cultivate

56. Long, long time (var.)

57. Sonata, e.g.

59. Daunting exam

60. "Buona ___" (Italian greeting)

61. Glimpse

62. Fed. construction overseer

63. Blood group system

64. Gabriel, for one

Answers on page 20

Tricolored – By Myles Mellor
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Increased Bear Activity Reported
in Western Loudoun

There have been accounts of increased bear
activity in western Loudoun recently.

In mid-September, walkers were surprised
to learn they had strolled past a mama bear and
her cub on Forest Mills Road in Lincoln. One
walker looked over her shoulder to find the
bears standing in the road directly behind
them,  moments  after  they had passed. 

Anonymous readers have reported sight-
ings of bears on Mt Gilead, Hughesville Rd,
Cookesville Rd, and other locations in the
Lincoln area.

On Mount Weather, bear sightings are more
common. Teri Dunphy’s  property  has been
visited several times. Just two weeks ago, her
mother in law, Nellie, was exiting a carriage
house  when  she came face to face with a
large bear that stood up on two legs when they
surprised each other.

Nellie backed into the house while  her
husband  called  the county animal control

office. The bear was gone before  employees
responded. The bear returned the next day and
was seen lolling about on their patio. This
time, they ignored the bear until it ambled
away, and it has not returned.

If YOU see a bear, leave it alone. Do not
attempt to feed it, or get close to it – EVER!
Bears look sweet, but can be very dangerous,
especially when acclimated to humans and
their food. 

If you experience a bear problem, you may
seek assistance by contacting the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries or
local law enforcement. To find the VDGIF
office nearest you, call the Department's law
enforcement dispatch at (804) 367-1258.
For more information, visit the VDGIF website
at www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/living-
with-black-bears/ and learn how to coexist with
these – usually shy – creatures. 
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Fall Back-to-School Junior Fashions

Left:  Ralph Lauren cobalt blue pants with polo top and cobalt

blue vest.  Sperry top sider deck shoes and cobalt blue cashmere

hat.

Above:  Plaid Ralph Lauren skirt with white shirt and navy cardi-

gan, both Ralph Lauren.  Canvas and leather Marc bag by Marc

Jacobs.

Above Right: Aqua navy and green print dress with front zipper

worn with French Connection faux fur vest and Uggs tan boots.

Bright Blue Marc purse by Marc Jacobs. 

Right: Ralph Lauren Blue shirt dress worn with navy Ralph

Lauren vest and Hunter navy boot.

This fall, fashion is all about

pretty blasts of color, layering

and fun, comfortable footwear.

Enjoy these junior fashion

selections from Bloomingdales

... and Happy Fall!

Bloomingdales, Tyson’s Corner
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Uta and her husband Sam
operate Crooked Run

Orchard.
By Uta Brown

I am trying to out maneuver the stinkbugs.
They are supposed to start going inside or hibernating around the middle of

September. ( I don’t believe it.)  However, now is the time to plant your fall greens, in
the early/mid part of September, when the nights start to cool down so that the temper-
ature of the soil isn’t too hot for the seeds to germinate.

This is a bit tricky but if you hit the timing just right, the seeds can germinate in as
little as three days, provided they are fresh. Many people leave their gardens unused
once the last of the tomatoes and peppers are picked. But,Virginia has a long growing
season and many greens can overwinter.  Spinach, romaines, kale, collards.  Even with-

out protection these greens will make it through to spring and start
to regrow. With a little added protection they should make it

easily through November and even beyond.
With a simple covering of clear plastic sheeting, held

up by plastic hoops, you can heat the air space your greens
are growing in by thirty or forty degrees above the ambi-
ent temperature.  They will be toasty on the coldest days
of winter if the sun is out.  During the coldest and short-

est days they will survive and go into a dormant state.
Either way, you can have your greens most of the year.

Seeds planted anytime in the fall will vernalize and come up
the next spring. This gives you two or more weeks ahead of seeds

planted in the spring, since the seeds resting in the soils have
been “primed” for the warm weather and will germinate at
lower temperatures.

I am growing bitter melons. I love this odd tasting vegetable.
So far the stinkbugs seem to be leaving it alone, and that makes me

wonder if, since it’s been grown historically in exactly the area from which the
stink bugs came, perhaps it has developed some form of resistance. If not, I will find

out soon, as the melons are forming.
When growing greens for winter pick the lettuces that do well up north. Most

romaines are good winter growers.  Bloomsdale spinach is fine, but so are many
other types of spinach.  Any kales, chicories and broccolis, especially the sprouting
kind, can be grown now.  Even vegetables with a sixty-day maturity date will
mature sufficiently to harvest.  Beets and chards can also be grown but expect that

you will pick them very young for salads.
I’m growing several types of cichoriums, types of dandelions that chemical compa-

nies love to eradicate. The bitter greens, along with herbs and nuts, berries and other
leafy greens are among the “super foods,” so you should try to include them in your
diet for as long as possible, and as long as you can possibly pick them fresh from your
garden, before you start to depend on the greens in the store.  Store produce can never
be as good as your own, especially if you grow them organically.

Since the stinkbugs climb over everything, probe everything and lay waste to
everything, they will, hopefully, be gone by the time your greens are large enough to
attract them.  As I was preparing the old chard bed, I noticed them scurrying over the
ground.  I buried some, but they seemed to come right out of the soil! 

Planting herbs all around and between your crops has always been an organic
device to shoo away insects.  Insects loathe anything in the mint family, and many
herbs, including perennial ones, are “mint” species.  Gina Faber, who organizes the
Round Hill (Organic) Community Garden, and Julia Brizendine from FeedLoudoun
stopped by, and Julia suggested using mint extracts in sprays for stinkbugs. This was
very smart. While they have eaten or infected many other crops in my garden, the
stinkbugs haven’t touched any of the herbs!

From the Farm 

W
inter Green

s

To speed up the germination of the seeds ... fill a 50- or 72- cell tray with potting soil,
or good compost, plant several seeds in each cell and keep the tray at between 65 and
75 degrees, which is what most people keep the temperature of their house. If your
seeds are fresh they can germinate in three days. Immediately after they germinate, put
the trays outside in the sun so that the cool air and bright sun will assure that the
plants don't get leggy. (Even without sun, outside is better.) Putting the tray by a win-
dow, unless it is a very sunny window, provides insufficient light. As long as the tem-
perature remains mild – in the fifties or forties at night – the tray can remain outside.
Most seeds germinate at temperatures about ten degrees warmer than they like to
"grow on".  Keep the seedlings growing until they are a couple of inches high, then
transplant into the garden. Most of these greens will do fine until heavy frosts, after
which they can be protected by any number of different kinds of cloth or specialized
covers sold in the garden catalogs.

Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Today
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c L a s s i F i e d s

COMPUTER & NETWORk
Technician / Retail – NOVA Computer
Systems. We repair all PC brands. Mail resume
to: NOVA Computer Systems, Inc., 9 Catoctin
Circle, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175. Email:
sales@novacomputersinc.com.

PAID NURSERY ATTENDANT -
ASSISTANT
Round Hill United Methodist Church, Round
Hill, VA. Salary $10.00/hr. Mature person
needed each Sunday morning from 7:40 to
12:30p.m. Responsible for the care of children
(birth to 48 months). References and back-
ground check required. Please submit a current
resume to Office@roundhillumc.org.

Free to good home, big yellow dog, needs
yard with fence and a kid!  Call Sarah,
540 338-1702, or cell: 703 501-4147.

Dear Doug

– By Carl Fischer

As first a real estate agent, then a
principal broker, serving this community
for the past twenty-three years, I've had
the pleasure of helping many people
move forward with their lives, through
making changes in their real estate hold-
ing. Be it a rental, a move-up buy-sell,
or a pre-retirement sale, each has pro-
vided me with a great opportunity to

help others adapt to new realities as it suited their needs.
But none of these “normal” transactions can hold a can-

dle to the mental, physical, and emotional demands of a
“Short Sale”!

For one thing, most folks confronted with the need to
“sell short”, are generally doing so against their will. And
though, on occasion, they are simply reaping fruits of the
financial seeds they had sown, in the past three years, a
great many “good people” just got mauled by the dominoes

of a reality imposed upon them by circumstances they did
not necessarily create.

So feeling “out of control”, they delay taking any action
until often, they act too late.

If you owe more on your home than you can possibly
pay right now, you need to step back and consider “Am I in
over my head?”.  If you have completely missed, or made
only a partial payment on your mortgage (first OR 2nd trust,
or equity line), and failed to “catch up” completely (read
“interest, late fees, and penalty”), you may have already trig-
gered a process that just gets worse as time goes by.

And if all you have on your side is common sense and
an appeal to reasonableness, you may be on the front end of
what I call a “Learning Experience”.

To make matters worse, the skill sets most residential
real estate agents have lived by for most of their years in
the business are NOT the specific skills now required to
resolve your present dilemma.  Let me explain.

HELP WANTED

FREE TO GOOD HOME

Do you have

something to “Classify? Call Carol at

703.727.5576 or Judy, 703.727.1321.

Continued on page 20

... is on vacation but will return soon!

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA

ACCESS NATIONAL BANK

Plaintiff 

CASE NO. 2011-12706 

v.

EGGERT R. NIELSON AND MICHELLE L. NIELSON Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

To:

EGGERT R. NIELSON

AND

MICHELLE L. NIELSON

You are hereby advised that you are named Defendants in an action pending in

Fairfax County Circuit Court in Fairfax, VA identified as Case No. 2011-12706

and styled Access National Bank v. Eggert R. Nielson and Michelle L. Nielson

(the “Lawsuit”).Said Lawsuit seeks judgment against you for breach of a

Promissory Note executed by you in favor of Access National Bank.

You are required to appear in said Lawsuit to protect your interest on or before

___________________________, 2011. In the event you do not so appear,

default judgment may be entered against you without further notice for the

amounts sought in said Lawsuit.

The Defendants in the above styled and numbered cause, Eggert R. Nielson and

Michelle L. Nielson are non-resident individuals, having no known residence in

the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Diligence has been used without effect to ascertain the location of Eggert R.

Nielson and Michelle L. Nielson. 

The last known post office address for both Eggert R. Nielson and Michelle L.

Nielson is 35115 Snickersville Turnpike, Round Hill, VA 20141.

The attorney for Access National Bank is John O. Long, III and he may be

reached at 5240 Lyngate Court, Burke, VA 22015 – (703) 426-1914.

Govern yourselves accordingly.

/s/ Clerk of the Court

Clerk of the Fairfax County Circuit Court

LegaL Notices

– Real Estate Q&A –

Contact us about advertising

at advertise@brleader.com or call us!

Leave a message in our voicemail

(540) 338-6200 or speak to Carol

at (703) 727-5576 or

Judy at (703) 727-1321.
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Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

NOVA
Computer Systems

703-777-8493  Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat 10-4
9 Catoctin Circle, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175

www.novacomputersinc.com

Diagnostics l Repairs

Upgrades l File Recovery

We Service All PC Brands

On the Market ...

with Sam Rees

Samantha Rees
Associate Broker

Cell: 703 408-4261

Prudential Carruthers Realtors, Leesburg

Licensed in Virginia

LOUDOUN GARAGE DOOR, INC.

   24 Hour Emergency Service
 Low Prices & Monthly Specials
   Licensed & Insured 
   Free Estimates on Replacements

4
4

4

4

Residential/Commercial/Sales/Installations

– Visit us: www.LoudounGarageDoor.com –

703-327-3059 & 540-545-8800

A&H Excavating LLC

Chris Alexander
Specializing in land grading & clearing

(703) 431-1036

Daniel Hensley
(540) 454-1162

38050 Stevens Road

Lovettsville, VA 20180

October 2011

Caprice Fox, BFA, Executive Director

Create_Music3@ownmail.net  703 431-9649

Your business card here ...
$25 per month or 4 months

for $88.

Pet Sitting “Reliable, friendly

care for your best

friend.”Ph:  (540) 338-9545

M:  (571) 528-4420

westietude@comcast.net

http://home.comcast.net/~ westietude

(Now forming advance customer list for
March – May 2012 delivery)

Thousand Hills Farm
Grass fed & finished beef

by the whole, half,
or quarter.

Website: ThousandHillsFarmllc.com
Email: ThousandHillsFarm@live.com

540-338-9631

Since 1984

& Loudoun Today
Blue Ridge
LEADER

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Contact us about advertising

at advertise@brleader.com or call us!

Leave a message in our voicemail

(540) 338-6200 or speak to Carol

at (703) 727-5576 or Judy at (703) 727-1321.



Typically, in days gone by, a responsible
owner faced with a difficult financial situa-
tion that is affecting his ability to pay his
mortgage, would simply contact his local
lender, tell his story, and respectfully work
with the bank to figure out how to remedy
the problem.

Not so today.
Since many of the residential mortgages

originated in the past five years were “sliced
and diced” then packaged as “Collateralized
Debt Obligations” (CDOs), and ultimately
sold to investors all over the world, the
party they must deal with to remedy their
non-performing loan issue is not their local
bank, but rather a “loan servicer”. 

And you'd probably be surprised to
learn that the longer your loan stays delin-
quent, and the more “needs” you have to get
your issues resolved, the more money that
loan servicer gets to bill the holder of the
note for the “services” he renders.

Their goals and yours, ARE NOT
ALIGNED!

So, finally you decide to reach out to
someone in the real estate community for
assistance ... And here's where it gets a bit
tricky.

First off, that agent needs to know what
type of loan you have (VA, FHA,
Conventional) and if there is mortgage
insurance on these loans.Then, he needs to
know the magical formulas the various loan
servicer's “Asset Disposition” agents use to
determine what they can, or will, do about
it. There are many “box canyons”, or dead
ends in this process; all of which simply add
to time lost as the foreclosure clock ticks
away. You may need to be “pre-approved”
for a Short Sale before you enter into any
agreement. To simply put your house on the
market without that pre-approval only
drives you back to square one and then you
start all over again.  And if you have a first

and 2nd trust (or equity line), you surely
need to know which of the two creditors
you reach out to first. It makes a difference.
If the 2nd trust gets “wiped out” if the
house goes to auction, why waste time
negotiating with him when his decision has
little impact on your final outcome?In this
market, what you don't know can, and likely
will, cost you. Because while you are in the
process of figuring out how to go about
your short sale, the foreclosure clock has
already begun to tick. 

And THAT clock takes precedence over
any short-sale effort you may initiate.
Where are you in this process right now?
Can a short sale be accomplished to the
benefit of all parties? Absolutely!  I've done
it many times. But the process will require
the utmost patience, confidence, understand-
ing, and trust between the distressed owner
and his agent. It's not like any other process
I have experienced in all of my years in this

business.  So take a deep breath and do
what you need to do for yourself and your
family.
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Dan Ouellette is Running Against Cancer

Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Today

Dan Ouellette of Purcellville, VA, is running
in the 11th annual B.A.A. Half Marathon® pre-
sented by Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and the
Jimmy Fund on Sunday, Oct. 9, as a member of
the official Dana-Farber team.

Ouellette is among more than 400 Dana-
Farber runners who are each committed to rais-
ing at least $500 for cancer care and research at
the world-renowned Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute.

“The B.A.A. Half Marathon enables Dana-
Farber runners to challenge themselves while
making a positive difference in the lives of adult
and pediatric cancer patients worldwide,” says
Jack Fultz, Dana-Farber’s training advisor and

1976 Boston Marathon® men’s champion.
The 13.1 mile rolling course is an out-and-

back loop that runs along the Emerald Necklace
park system. It will begin and end in White
Stadium in Boston’s Franklin Park. The event
attracts a field of 7,000 runners, including
world-class athletes.

The B.A.A. Half Marathon is one of three
annual events that connect the Boston Athletic
Association and Dana-Farber.  The Boston
Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk is the only walk
sanctioned to take place along the historic
Boston Marathon® route and the Dana-Farber
Marathon Challenge (DFMC) includes a team of
Dana-Farber runners who participate in the

Boston Marathon® each April.
Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund have part-

nered with the B.A.A. in the Half Marathon for
nine years, enabling team members to raise
more than $2.6 million to fuel lifesaving discov-
eries.

To support Ouellette’s run go to

www.RunDanaFarber.org/BAAHalf.

If you have registered to run the B.A.A. Half
Marathon and would like fundraise for Dana-
Farber, please call the Dana-Farber Marathon
and Running Programs office at (617) 632-1970
or (800) 551-7036; or send an email to dfrun-

ners@dfci.harvard.edu.

Answers to crossword
puzzle from page 14

The Republican debate that was held on September

12th revealed many things as to what is developing in the

race for the Republican Presidential nomination.  Michele

Bachmann, who was 1st in the straw polls in Iowa, is losing

momentum and knows it, Ron Paul has been doing well in

his race and fares nicely with the public, Mitt Romney

seems like the most significant threat to Rick Perry’s cur-

rent lead in the opinion polls, and the public has seen how

Rick Perry defends his views when questioned about them.

Rick Perry has made two appearances at the Republican

national debates since he announced his candidacy for

President, and the debate began with many of his fellow

GOP candidates criticizing him for certain controversies

surrounding his tenure as Governor of Texas.  Mitt Romney

questioned Perry on his views of Social Security, referring

to a statement Perry had made that the institution was a

“Ponzi scheme” and “unconstitutional.”  Michele Bachmann

and Jon Huntsman targeted Perry for his notorious execu-

tive order requiring all Texas school girls to receive an STD

vaccination, and candidate Rick Santorum questioned

Perry’s opposition to the construction of a wall across the

Mexico-U.S. border.  Perry was assailed on all sides and

held his ground.  He did not flatly deny these criticisms,

because they were true, but neither did he yield in his

opinion that he was doing the right thing.  He explained

clearly that his executive order for vaccinations had an opt-

out alternative for parents who did not want their children

to have the shot, and he defended his belief that adoles-

cents should receive the vaccination to protect their

health.  Perry addressed his remark about Social Security as

accurate because he believes that it “tosses aside any

respect for the principles of federalism and limited govern-

ment.”  The Republican debate mostly featured attacks on

Perry and then Perry’s opportunity to refute the allegations

of his fellow Republicans, but the former Governor of Texas

held his ground.

The Republican Party is in need of a non-polarizing yet

solidly conservative candidate if they are to pose a serious

threat to Obama’s reelection.  Although Michele Bachmann

has gained a great deal of popularity, especially among the

tea party, what the public is beginning to see is her reced-

ing popularity.  She may be too polarizing a figure, and

when it comes to garnering support on a purely emotional

premise she has proven herself effective, however;

Bachmann has never specifically articulated her positions

on economic issues or political policies.  She has instead

rallied support through fiery condemnations of Obama’s

handling of the economy and has shown no signs of dis-

cussing specific policies.  Ron Paul has done well and

recently place second in the straw poll in Iowa, however;

he has not received the media attention that he deserves.

Perhaps he is not viewed as interesting enough or as a fig-

ure that could bring controversial attention, but his stated

beliefs have often been direct and consistent.  The

Republican race for the presidential nomination is still early

in its development but some things are certain.  Rick Perry

and Mitt Romney can be considered the candidates that

America is most interested in.  This may be because

Republican voting block is becoming more serious about

the election and is not as gullible to the pathos appeal that

Bachmann uses. There has also been speculation as to

whether Governor Chris Christie from New Jersey or

even Congressman Paul Ryan from Wisconsin will enter the

race, but at this moment the frontrunners seem to be the

Romney and Perry. Much has yet to be seen by these candi-

dates such as whether or not they can endure the great

amount of stress that campaigning for the highest office in

the country can yield.

Will Rodenberg is a senior at Fauquier High School.  He served

in the Page Program from September 2010 to January 2011.

He hopes to pursue a career in politics.

Where the Race Stands – by Will Rodenberg

Carl Fischer has lived in Loudoun since 1969.
Formerly in residential construction management
and land development, he has been in real estate

since 1989.

8Real Estate Ticker, continued from page 18

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com



On the web at www.brleader.comOn the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

County Christian School
3 years through 8th grade.

Only ACSI accredited school in
Loudoun County!  Rigorous
Academics; Diverse Athletic

Program; Strong Spiritual Life
and Missions Emphasis.

www.CountyChristianSchool.org
703-729-5968

Loudoun Community
Health Center

The Loudoun Community Health Center provides medical,

dental and mental health care to anyone in need, regardless of

your age or ability to pay, whether you have insurance or not.
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Support the Arts!
Give something wonderful this
holiday ... a Friends of Franklin
Park Arts Center MEMBERSHIP!

We’re Loudoun's only Performing
Arts Center & welcome

new members!  

For information on membership benefits and discounts go to

www.FranklinParkArtsCenter.org & click on “Support.”

Preserving Loudoun's heritage for over 30 years.

Join or give a gift membership to make a

difference in Loudoun.

Visit us on Facebook. www.PreserveLoudoun.org

Please consider helping local residents in need.

Loudoun County
Christmas in April

Loudoun County residents with a dry, safe or warm need can get
an application by calling and leaving name/address on the voice
mail at 703-771-7186. Deadline for applications is 1/30/2012.

Donations can be mailed to:
Rebuilding Together

PO Box is 4381 Leesburg 20177

Send donation to “LPF”, PO Box 44, Lincoln, Va 20160
www.lincolnpreservation.org

Black History
/Lincoln Preservation

Foundation
... Help restore one of the first

legal African American

churches in Virginia!

“It was one of the most meaningful holiday gifts I ever received!”
This holiday season, The Blue Ridge Leader is helping nonprofits reach out to our readers for holiday donations.

Consider making a donation in a loved one’s name, giving a membership, or just showing your support!
These nonprofits can use your gift to make the future brighter for all!

Letters to the Editor,
continued from page 11

community the Loudoun County Republican Party has
proven to be.

Running against her own record with the big money sup-
port of developers is the only way Mrs. Clarke can win in
November.
– Nick Pelchar, Purcellville (Nick Pelchar served on the
Purcellville Town Council from 2002 to 2006.)

The Most Basic Economic Factor of All

Certain candidates for President want to abolish the
Environmental Protection Agency.  Maybe they never had a child
with asthma.  Maybe they never lived in a community that lost
everything when the wildlife sportsmen came to find were all
gone.  Maybe it’s an anti-science thing – a (political) refusal to
see the connection between conserving and protecting our nat-
ural resources and our economic security ...

China has been drinking this Kool–Aid for decades – believ-
ing that economic growth was incompatible with strict environ-
mental laws – and it is paying dearly for it.

Some economists estimate that China’s environmental prob-
lems cost the country up to 8% of its GDP – in additional
healthcare costs, loss of productivity, premature death, soil ero-
sion, loss of crops and fisheries (and exports), and more. 

The bottom line:  clean air, clean water, healthy soils, diverse,
naturally productive habitats – all the things that EPA’s detrac-
tors say are a burden on the US economy – are actually its life-
blood. 

Make the EPA’s environmental regulations meet a cost/bene-
fit test?  Of course.  But, as we do we need to put the actual
numbers into the equation – not the flimsy “environmental laws
cost companies billions” rhetoric that the US Chamber of
Commerce and its favorite politicians are campaigning on. 

A healthy environment is worth big bucks ... long term big
bucks.  Let’s hold on to it for the beauty and economic security
it represents.

– Andrea Gaines, Lincoln

Precalculus, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Computer
Mathematics, Discrete/ Probability & Statistics, Advanced
Functions & Modeling and AP Statistics.  Summer school
is no longer for redos as many students use it to get ahead
in their core subject areas including math and science.  I
am pleased to report that more and more women graduate
from LCPS and go on to college to take up engineering,
still a non-traditional career for women.  Many of our high
schools also offer extracurricular opportunities to explore
the environment and conservation practices which has led
to students taking up alternative sources of energy as a sub-

ject area in college.  We will continue to improve and
expand our science and math education as we work with
our business partners on the Monroe Vo-Tech board of
directors and the HHMI organization.

– Priscilla B. Godfrey, Blue Ridge District Representative and

Vice Chairman Loudoun County School Board

Priscilla B. Godfrey, Member of Loudoun County School Board
2004 to the present; resident of Philomont, VA for 32 years; moth-
er of 3 children; member of Rotary Club of Purcellville, Loudoun

Volunteer Financial Council and Philomont
Ladies Auxiliary.

Priscilla Godfrey, continued from page 9

www.loudounCHC.org



As time goes by memories come
and memories sometimes float in and
out as we choose them to. I guess
life’s lessons are what memories
are really all about. Life’s les-
sons can be full of love and then
they can be as nasty as stepping
on an active bee hive.

Trotting down my well worn
paths along Beaver Dam Creek, I was
in one of those “I’m all alone in this world
mood, and nobody loves me”. I was basically kicked
out from under the kitchen stove as Mrs. B. was having one
of her very own melancholy moments.  She clearly wanted
to be miserable all alone.

What’s a guy to do I ask? Leave, and that’s just what I did.
Tail tucked under I slinked out the kitchen door into the garage
and out to the long farm drive. Looking back over my shoulder,
I shrugged at the thought of; what could I have possibly done to
upset Mrs. B.? I headed towards the barn that led me on down
to Beaver Dam Creek. It has been raining so much the creek
was flowing rapidly and Freddy Frog and Tommy Toad were
having a “hay day” in the creek side puddles.

“Why so glum?” Freddy Frog croaked to me, in his
deepest of deep voice. “Mrs. B. seems to be in a terribly sad
mood today and basically kicked me out right from under
her feet at the kitchen stove!” Tommy Toad trilled in his
Toady voice;” I wonder what that’s all about? It isn’t like
Mrs. B to be so gloomy.”

Freddy Frog said; “we amphibians don’t have time to be
gloomy. We have too much to be grateful for with all of this
rain. Rain, Baby, Rain!” Freddy and Tommy had all the little
Froggies and Toads playing along the Beaver Dam creek
bed, jumping off the rocks and swimming on their backs.
Looking up into the sky they all were enjoying life on these 

cloudy, misty, rainy days. For you see, as
long as the rain came, old Hattie the

witch, with the big bump, on the
very tippy top of her long crooked
nose would stay away. Hidden in
the ancient pine trees that stood
around” Devils Falls” where the

mountain waters cascaded down
treacherous rocks, Hattie lived in her

dark, dark dungeon. Before every
Halloween, Hattie was notorious for hunting

little froggies and toads for her horrible witches brew. I
shuddered at the thought of it!

I decided I was not going to get much sympathy here so
I traveled back up towards the barn. There I came upon Mr.
and Mrs. Bronze and Mr. and Mrs. Bourbon Red turkeys.
Both sets of parents were proudly dancing along the barn
drive, only the way turkeys can. The gentlemen had their
wings puffed out popping air in a swooshing sound. Their
tail feathers flared as they twirled in their turkey dance. Of
course they were purposefully showing off their handsome
selves to the ladies. Mrs. B. says that turkeys are so ugly
they are beautiful. I have to agree! One by one Mr. and Mrs.
Bourbon Red’s turkey poults came running out from behind
the barn wall. They were chasing after a little yellow butter-
fly. The baby poults were so funny to watch. Next, Mrs.
Bourbon Red clucked away calling them over to a wiggly
worm. Mrs. Bronze clearly was not going to be outdone. She
called loudly for the little Bronze family of turkey babies to
join in the worm chasing fun;” One, two, three, four, five,
six, Bronze babies. I could see Mrs. Bronze was clearly
relieved as between the barn cats and the red fox, turkey
babies can often be an easy lunch!

As I lay there watching the barn yard activity, I could
not help but wonder about what made Mrs. B. so sad today?

Everyone else around the farm
seemed to be so happy! Hattie
the witch was in hiding from
the rain. The turkeys were
strolling proud with their new
turkey clutches, and ... that’s
it! Turkeys! Mrs. B. was sad
because Thanksgiving was
coming! Why didn’t I think of
that sooner!

I dashed back to the farm house as quick as my little
Cairn Terrier legs could carry me. Just as I thought, I found
Mrs. B. all by herself looking at family photos of the people
she loved so dearly. These were the family members who
would not be here with her and Mr. B., at this year’s
Thanksgiving table. I gently laid my head on her lap, blinking
my big brown eyes and twitching my wiry eye brows at her.

She stroked my head and gave me a kiss ... her way to
say thank you and ask my forgiveness for her earlier behav-
ior towards me. A tear rolled down her cheek.

I flashed my brilliant white tooth grin as if to say “come
follow me” and dashed around in a circle leaping up and
down and faced towards the door. She got my message and
the two us walked down the long farm drive together,
towards the barn. There Mr. and Mrs. Bourbon Red and Mr.
and Mrs. Bronze were in the middle of the farm yard proud-
ly watching over their new turkey babies chasing butterflies.
Mrs. B. grinned, laughed and sighed all at the same time
”the circle of life Sushi, the circle of life.”

I knew right then and there our Thanksgiving this year
was going to be perfect.  A Thanksgiving bound to be filled
with many new memories to be had.

Come out to the farm and see all our new turkeys – they
are sure to bring you joy!  Love, Sushi  (P.S. Email me!  My
new email address is Sushi@FieldsofAthenryFarm.com.)
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Ask Dr. Mike, continued from page 2

may simply be frustrated with your parents.  You could broach the topic with him in a lov-
ing and respectful manner, and see where it goes.  I am hopeful that your husband’s frus-
tration will lessen, and you will get yourself out of the middle, once the two of your clari-
fy things.

Dr. Mike, There’s really no kind way to put this, but my husband has horrible table

manners.  I have always tolerated it, but I’m now worried because our children are

exposed to it and are getting old enough to notice.  I don’t want our children to eat like

barbarians with their knife and fork, but that is exactly what their father models to

them.  We’ve been married for nearly 14 years, and I have never spoken to my husband

about his table manners.  I don’t even know where to begin and could use some

advice. – J. in Loudoun County

J., Knowing how to hold and use a knife and fork appropriately is an important social
grace.  And while you have ignored this difference between you and your husband for
much of your relationship, your children are now forcing the issue to light.  I would cau-
tion you not to make the problem bigger than it is.  For whatever reason, your husband
was not taught the niceties of dining by his parents like you were, so this may not even be
a topic that matters much to him.  He may, however, take offense if he feels you are being
critical or judgmental of him.  Because of this, I would focus the conversation on how
important it is for you for your children to be raised with formal table manners.  You can
even add that it was important to your parents and now it is important to you as a mother.
Make it your shared issue to address and not his problem to correct.  You may also want
to consider cotillion classes where your children learn their table manners outside of the
home and from someone neutral.  Cotillion classes would further serve to respect your
husband, as you then would not be the boss at the dinner table correcting everyone on
their manners.  My hope would be that your husband will subtly get the message to
improve himself by eating more gracefully while his children are learning to do the same.

Dr. Mike, My husband and I are convinced that our 15 year old daughter is smok-

ing marijuana.  We have plenty of proof to support our position, but she adamantly

denies any and all drug use.  Even when we recently discovered a pipe with marijuana

residue in her bedroom, she told us that she was just “holding it for a friend.”  She gets

very defensive with us whenever we broach the topic, and she will remain angry with us

for days.  We purchased a drug test from CVS last week, and we were surprised to find

that her results were negative when we tested her.  Are these tests reliable?  Could our

daughter have tricked the test?  We really need to get to the bottom of this.

– J. and F. in Leesburg

J. and F., I think you have three issues to deal with as parents.  First, I agree that you
need to find out for certain if your daughter is smoking marijuana.  Over the counter drug
kits are not as reliable as professional tests, and yes, those drug kits can be tricked in a
variety of ways.  For this reason, I recommend doing hair follicle testing and not a stan-
dard urine screening for your daughter.  Hair follicle testing can detect marijuana, as well
as other illicit drugs, in the system for up to 90 days.  ARCpoint in Herndon is the only
lab and agency in all of Northern Virginia that does hair follicle testing.  I believe the cost
for the service is $75.  Now, to the second issue.  If you do get your daughter tested, and
the results do come back positive, I recommend taking her to a psychologist for an assess-
ment and possibly treatment.  A psychologist will be able to identify the seriousness of
your daughter’s marijuana use and then work with your daughter to eliminate the negative
behavior entirely.  The third issue involves the apparent discord in your relationship with
your daughter.  While some of the discord you are describing could be explained by teen
angst (after all, adolescents are supposed to differentiate and pull away from their parents
somewhat in developing greater autonomy and independence), her upset seems to go
beyond that.  I am concerned that your trust and communication with daughter is strained.
In my opinion, your daughter’s psychologist could address any family dynamic problems
that are exacerbating or worsening your daughter’s wellbeing.  Lastly, even if you do test
your daughter and the testing results come back negative, I still recommend a consultation
with a psychologist to address your daughter’s strong, negative and reactive mood and
peer relations.   

Michael Oberschneider “Dr. Mike” is the Founder and Director of Ashburn

Psychological Services (APS), a private mental health clinic comprised of 12 MD and

PhD level mental health clinicians. He and his team are here to serve our Loudoun chil-

dren, teens and adults.  To learn more about Dr. Mike and the APS team, please visit:

www.ashburnpsych.com or (703) 723-2999.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

My master, Elaine Boland runs Fields of

Athenry Farm.  Order her fresh meats and

products at www.fieldsofathenryfarm.com. 

Memories ... Memories

– Sushi ... “Tails” from the Barn Yard   –
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I'm always looking for new
local hikes to share with Blue

Ridge Leader readers (and to enjoy
myself!). 

On my most recent outing, I was explor-
ing an area near Frederick, MD where I’d never been
before.  The weather was gorgeous, and I was enjoying the
softly ascending trail which meandered through the woods,
and passed still ponds.  I arrived at a vista which provided a
perfect view of the valley, where I enjoyed my peanut butter
sandwich, before continuing on the second half of my trek.

Then, about a mile later, something happened to me that
has never happened in all my years of hiking.  I lost the
trail.

I was just marching along, as I always do, and then, I
wasn’t sure which way to go.  The trails weren’t very well
marked, and the beaten path seemed to just fade away.  My
written guide said to look for the trail to veer off to the
right.  I looked for fallen leaves pulverized by dozens of
footsteps, or an opening in the forest brush, but just couldn’t
make out a path.

In a moment like this, many inexperienced hikers follow
what they assume is a trail – figuring that if they keep push-
ing forward, they’ll get back on track.  It is exactly the kind
of mistake that will land you on the Today Show, to tell
Matt Lauer how you survived three nights alone in the
woods eating insects before you were rescued.

If you ask me, that’s not the best way to earn your 15
minutes of fame. In that moment where you’re not sure
where you’re trail goes, here’s what you should do, and it’s
what I did:  First, stop and think.  I wasn’t sure which way
the trail went.  I searched for a trail that continued forward
but didn’t see one. I knew that I still had the trail I came in
on. Turning around and retracing your steps is always a safe
option.  I also had a topo map, compass and a written trail
guide.  I sat down and got them out of my pack.

Looking at the contour lines on the map, I was pretty
sure I knew where I was, and I could see that there was a
gravel fire road nearby which the trail had crossed earlier.  I
made the decision to try to make my way to that fire road.  I
oriented my map with the compass and began walking back
towards the road, which eventually led me back to where I
had parked my car.

This episode reminded me of how important it is to be
prepared for the worst ever y time you hit the trail.  When
I’m hiking in an unfamiliar area, or on a trip longer than 5
miles or so, I always carry The Ten Essentials, many of
which can be found at outdoor outfitter stores.

4 Navigation:  That means a map and compass.  GPS
units are great tools, but are useless once the battery power
runs out.

4 Sun protection:  I usually wear a baseball cap.
Sunscreen will also do the trick.  It’s also important to pro-
tect your eyes with sunglasses.  This becomes crucial in
exposed areas like meadows or deserts.

4 Insulation:  Even if it’s warm outside, bring a sweat-
shirt as it can get cool at night or in the rain.  As fall
approaches a warm hat that covers your ears is essential.

4 Illumination:  A head-mounted flashlight is best.

4 First Aid:  Your kit should include bandages, pain
reliever, antihistamine, and antiseptic ointment, and a cold
compress, at the very least.

4 Fire:  You’ll want something to light a fire, and kin-
dling.  I always bring a simple cigarette lighter and a zip-
top bag full of dryer lint.

4 Nutrition:  In addition to my lunch I always bring a
couple energy bars for emergencies.

4 Hydration:  Bring more water than you think you

need.  I also like to carry water purification tablets that kill
harmful parasites and bacteria found in stream water.

4 Shelter: I carry a small emergency bivy sack which
folds up to the size of a fist.

4 Communication:  Cell phones are great, but not
always reliable in the wilderness.  A small mirror that you
can use to reflect sunlight, or a whistle can get the attention
of a search and rescue team if you ever find yourself in
need of one.

Fortunately, most of these items have remained in the bot-
tom of my pack unused.  Carrying all of them might seem
like overkill in a place that’s not too far from town as are
most of the hikes I recommend in this column, but in the tra-
dition of the Boy Scouts, it’s best to always be prepared.

Lost and Alone:  Be Prepared!

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Oh, go take a hike! – By Molly Pinson Simoneau

Molly Pinson Simoneau grew up in western Loudoun and
enjoys hiking most weekends.

Acupuncture and traditional Oriental Medicine are ancient healing systems
suited for modern times.  Call to discuss your needs – 703.328.6648.

Give yourself welcome relief from
Stress, Headaches, Digestive Distress,
PMS, Premenopausal Symptoms and

Fertility Issues.

Deeply healing therapies &
care from Barbara Mikula

MSOM, L.Ac.

Loudoun County Acupuncture

www.LoudounCountyAcupuncture.com l 117 North 21st Street l Purcellville, VA l 20132

“In a moment like this, many inexperienced hik-

ers follow what they assume is a trail – figuring

that if they keep pushing forward, they’ll get back

on track.  It is exactly the kind of mistake that will

land you on the Today Show, to tell Matt Lauer

how you survived three nights alone in the woods

eating insects before you were rescued.”
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hamilton – By Terry Moon
The Hamilton Town Council meets the sec-

ond Monday of every month. There is always a

public comment time at the beginning of the

meeting.  All citizens inside and outside the town

limits are allowed to address the Town Council.

Did you receive one of the new recycling or

trash cans provided by the trash company?  The

recycling container holds more then our previ-

ous blue recycling bins and can be wheeled to

the curb.

Jim Moon, a Hamilton musician, is inviting

people to North Gate Vineyard on Sunday,

October 9 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. for a CD

release celebration. Jim is one of the three mem-

bers of Moon Music Band.  The trio includes

Mary Alyce Wicks and Debra Dalby.  The

acoustic trio have been performing locally for 3

years. They are known for their beautiful three

part harmonies and unique arrangements of

some old favorites.  They encourage everyone to

come out and celebrate with them while enjoy-

ing some great wine and listening to songs from

yesterday and today.  CDs will be available to

purchase and through iTunes for downloading.

For more information please visit www.moon-

musicband.com.

Halloween approaches, have fun decorating

your pumpkins and getting your costumes ready.

In Hamilton, children are allowed to begin trick

or treating at 6 p.m. and end at 9 p.m. Please

turn on your outside lights and drive carefully

through town.

Lincoln – By Anne Tiffany
What does a  horse trainer do when it’s time

for his horse to run in a race, but he doesn’t

have a jockey?  Well, Arch Kingsley was in such a

predicament on September 17.  Arch had the

horse he was training entered in a race over

hurdles at Saratoga, NY, but his jockey was not

available. So Arch mounted the horse, aptly

named Here Comes Arch, and proceeded to

ride the horse to victory by four lengths!  To

make this event even more appropriate, the race

was called Nine Pins, and Arch’s number was the

number nine.  Arch Kingsley grew up here in

Lincoln, and is the son of Kassie Kingsley, and

the grandson of Mary Owen Chatfield Taylor.

Congratulations Arch and Here Comes Arch!

On the evening of September 18, Jean Brown,

Sarah Brown and Scott Maison hosted a “meet

and greet” at Oakland Green for Malcolm

Baldwin who is representing the Catoctin

District and running on the democratic ticket

for the Board of Supervisors.  About 25 people

from the local area came to hear Mr. Baldwin,

and to participate in a question and answer ses-

sion.  Please note that the Hamilton precinct is

now a part of the Catoctin District rather than

the Blue Ridge.

Those of us who have lived in the Lincoln

area for more than twenty years will be sad to

learn that Bob Wilson died on September 17.

Before he moved away, Bob used to be  involved

with the Lincoln Community League and the

Lincoln community.  He lived on Hughesville

Road with his wife, Tony, and his two children,

Robbie and Mandy.

A dessert baby shower was given by several

members of the community for Kristin and Tim

O’Rourke’s first baby. The O’Rourkes moved

into the pink house in Lincoln in early summer.

Kristin’s sister, Brianne, and husband, Jed, are

even newer residents of   Lincoln, having just

arrived here in late August. Also, Ellie Daley, our

official greeter of newcomers told me that twin

boys were born this summer here in Lincoln.

They are the baby sons of Katie and Chad

Youngman, new residents of Brooks Lane in

Lincoln.

Despite the rain, this years Ice Cream Social

was a great success. About sixty people gathered

inside the parish hall of the Goose Creek

Meeting House.  I want to especially thank Lillian

and Mike Roher for helping set and clean up for

this event.  Ellie Daley brought her usual home-

made ice cream; this years flavor was cantaloupe.  

Lincoln’s next event is the Pumpkin

Decorating Contest which will be held on

Sunday, October 30 at 4 p.m. in front of the

Lincoln Post office.  Last year there were 24

entrants. 

Harriet Wegmeyer will make her delicious

pumpkin cookies, and fresh apple cider will be

on hand to drink.  This is a reminder be sure to

buy your stamps from Lincoln’s post office, even

if you don’t have a mail box there.  The income

is an important way to help indicate that

Lincoln’s post office is active and viable.

Email Anne Tiffany with Lincoln news:

jtiff70519@aol.com.

Waterford – By Ed Good
Loudoun Rangers:  A Reenactment at the

Waterford Fair

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of

the start of the Civil War, the Waterford Fair will

feature Civil War reenactments – a must-see for

Civil War buffs, students, indeed for all fair-goers.

A special group of reenactors – The Loudoun

Rangers - will join the 8th Virginia (returning for

their 25th year at the Fair) and the Stonewall

Brigade to reenact historical skirmishes that

took place in Waterford 150 years ago.  

Samuel C. Means, whose house stands today

on Bond Street in Waterford, was the Quaker

owner of the Old Mill, which also stands today

in Waterford. Despite his pacifist religious beliefs,

Means traveled to Washington and accepted a

commission to form a cavalry of disaffected

Virginians who opposed secession and wanted

to fight for the Union. He raised two companies,

both mustered into service on June 20, 1862.

Loudoun County, of course, was packed with

Confederates. Means’s mission: to raid, harass,

and capture Confederate soldiers. Means’s

Loudoun Rangers made camp on the Maryland

side of the Potomac River and pulled off quick

strikes in Loudoun, Clarke, and Jefferson coun-

ties.

Elijah V. White

The archenemy of the Loudoun Rangers was

Lt. Col. Elijah V. White’s 35th Battalion, also

known as White’s Comanches. Both groups drew

from the same population, and the surnames of

many cavalrymen in both groups were the same.

It was literally “brother against brother.”

The Battle at the Waterford Baptist Church

On the night of August 26, 1862, Eliza Walker,

residing at Talbott Farm just outside Waterford,

had trouble falling asleep. Her husband was out

of town, so at 4:30 in the morning, she got out

of bed and began to write him a letter. Suddenly,

Ring, the family dog, began baying at the top of

his lungs. Eliza heard the clip-clop of horses. And

then shots rang out. As she would later write to

her husband, she “stepped to the front door and

there heard … much din, clamor, and noise, and

rapid firing.”

The Civil War battle at the Waterford Baptist

Church had begun.  The Rangers were encamped

in the church, sleeping.  White’s men approached

and shots were fired.  The firefight between the

White’s Comanches and the Loudoun Rangers

pitted brother against brother and neighbor

against neighbor.  When it was all over, several

Confederates and Rangers lay dead. 

Come and See The Loudoun Rangers

The reenactors of The Loudoun Rangers will

demonstrate … on horseback. Featured all three

days of the Fair, the Rangers and the other reen-

actors will take you back in time to the days

when the United States as a nation hung in the

balance.

At the Waterford Fair, you’ll enjoy not only

the reenactments, but over 150 crafters from all

over the United States. Music will fill the Village.

And the Waterford Citizens’ Association

Barbecue Booth, located at the Old School, will

sate your hunger.  Waterford Fair: Oct. 7, 8, and

9.  The gates open at 10:00 a.m. Parking available.

Tickets available at the gates.  See you at The

Fair! Ed Good, President, Waterford Citizens’

Association, ed.good@grammar.com.
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APPLES ... $1LB.
PUMPkINS ... 49 CENTS LB.
Fresh cider first half of October!

Pick your own apples ... 
select your own pumpkins!

Please call the farm phone 540.338.6642 for periodic farm schedule & fruit availability updates.
Visit our website – www.CrookedRunOrchard.com. (No dogs allowed on the farm, please – safety first!)

Crooked Run Orchard, 37883 Main Street, Purcellville, VA 20132, at the intersection of Business 7 & Route 287.

(50 cents lb. for windrops
& ground apples – great

for apple sauce!)

Pick your own!Pick your own!

Farm is open Friday - Sunday, 9 am to 6 pm
(Also open on Columbus Day, 9 am to 6 pm)
No admission fee & parking is always free!

~ Pumpkins !!!!!!!



I get more sentimental in the fall. Though some call it the beginning of the gar-
dening year with the planting of daffodils and tulips, I think about saying "see you
later" to the main players in my garden.

The heirloom tomatoes that have not succumbed to disease look chubby with
their abundant green leaves and happy yellow flowers waiting for a bee.

The dahlias are gorgeous, and the salvias fat and sassy. Coleus has never
looked better. I scan the weather report for threats of frost. The tree canopy thins
as leaves drop here and there.

Dahlias are lush, exuberant, and cheery. They seem to do their best for me in
September and October when cool nights return. Colors seem more vibrant in the
lowering sun of
autumn.

Before the frost
comes, I dig up my
dahlias, cut off the
foliage and flowers,
and trim excess roots.
Some folks wait for a
killing frost to dig
dahlias and cannas - I
never liked the idea of
salvaging a worthy
bulb that had damaged 
tissue from frost.

I used to wash off
the soil and let the
tubers dry in the sun,
but a talk by bulb
expert Brent Heath at
the Piedmont/Blue Ridge Horticulture Society (PBRHS.org) last year changed my
approach. Brent told us water will encourage fungal growth and damage the bulb
over the winter so now I just let them dry off in the sun and shake off excess soil.
Once dried off, I wrap them in plastic wrap with a plant tag showing the name (if
I have it) and put them in a big plastic jug that used to hold pretzels. Cleaned of
food and salt, this container will show if excess moisture builds up and I can
remove the top and allow for evaporation. Seems to work for me - I can carry
most of my dahlia tubers through the winter and into the next growing season.

This year I expect to learn more. Don Dramstad of Leesburg will be sharing his
experiences with members of PBRHS on October 15 at Blandy. So we will learn
more 
about these fabulous tubers of the plant world.

There has been a big happy show from the asters as usual. The Korean mums
bloom around the middle of the month, and the roses will shine into November.
The fall 
show of leaves will be a delight and of course I will plant more spring bulbs.

I hate to see October go. But then there is next year. I wonder which tomatoes I 
will try!
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Donna Williamson is a master gardener, garden designer, and garden coach. She has taught gardening
and design classes at the State Arboretum of Virginia, Oatlands in Leesburg, and Shenandoah

University. Author, The Virginia Gardener's Companion: An Insider's Guide to Low-Maintenance
Gardening in Virginia, dwfinegardening.com, 540-877-2002.
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Dahlias Tubers Need to Be Dug and

Stored for Winter ... – By Donna Williamson

G
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Little
reeneREEN

Dress

Renewable fashion Boutique

Kell i ­Gr im

e

LittleGreeneDress@gmail.com      www.LittleGreeneDress.com

609 E. Main St., #H (next door to Bloom)

Purcellville, VA  20132  (540) 338-8383

kelli Grim,President / CEO

“Chief Everything Officer”

G

Little Greene Dress is PINk in October, with Special PINk CRAZY
fun all month.  Watch for details on “Facebook”. We will be donat-
ing a percentage of our sales to “Loudoun Breast Health Network.”

Coming Events:

Town-wide Tag Sale October 8 & 9;
Store open 9am – 5pm both days

Sat. - 10/8 - NovaGoldLLC professional 9am-1pm
Bring your gold, silver, and gems to sell

Sun. 10/9 – Register to win 1 free ticket
to “2011 Cinderella Tea”

Mon. 1 pm to 5:30 pm

Tues. – Fri. 10 am to 5:30 pm

Sat. 10 am – 5 pm; Closed on Sun.
Join us on Facebook and

follow us on Twitter

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH

VOTE FOR

PRISCILLA B. GODFREY

FOR SCHOOL BOARD! 

• EIGHT YEARS ON THE LCPS
SCHOOL BOARD;

• TWO YEARS VICE CHAIR;

• NOMINATED FOR PRESIDENT
– ELECT OF VIRGINIA SCHOOL
BOARD ASSOCIATION;

• PAST PRESIDENT OF
PURCELLVILLE ROTARY.

PROVEN LEADERSHIP
KNOWN AND RESPECTED STATE-WIDE
STRONG ADVOCATE FOR EVERY CHILD

www.GodfreyforSchoolBoard.com

FACEBOOK: Godfrey for School Board

PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY  GODFREY FOR SCHOOL BOARD CAMPAIGN  
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– By Lauren ClementDream Rooms

This beautiful guest room is on the main floor of this

home so it can be seen throughout the day and by most

visitors. Therefore, I wanted to make

it neutral to flow with the rest of the

main level. The monochromatic color

scheme is warmed up with the rich

root beer wood tones of the furniture.

The linen, embroidered panels soften

the room and provide a warm back-

drop for the accent chair in the bay

window.  It is always nice to provide

your guests with a place to sit other

than the bed. The stunning floor

length metallic mirror keeps the

space feeling large and open and

allows for a head to toe outfit check

before leaving the room.

This is a teenager’s study room

... She needed a fun place to do her homework, read

her magazines, and talk with her friends and family who

live in another country

... She wants to be a

fashion designer, so

she knew exactly the

kind if inspirational feel

that she wanted in this

room ... She wanted

metallics, deep purple

and lace.  This is a hip

room that will grow

with her throughout

high school and

beyond.

Special Design Section ... Some of Our Favorite Before & After Photos

Lauren Riddiough Clement

Lauren Riddiough Clement is an

award winning interior decorator and

Decorating Den Interiors Franchise

Owner.  Her design philosophy is to

marry beauty and function.  She works

closely with her clients to determine their likes, dislikes,

needs and desires. Lauren’s work has been published in

the national interior design book, Decorating ... the

Professional Touch, various Decorating Den publica-

tions, and many local newspapers and articles.  Lauren

speaks and shares her design philosophy regularly to

women’s groups, networking groups and the Loudoun

County Chamber of Commerce.

When Lauren is not decorating and running her

business, she can be found enjoying time with her hus-

band, Chris, her daughter Finley and her dogs and

horse, Bogie. Life is busy but beautiful!

This second story family room needed to be more cozy and inviting for this family

to enjoy each other’s company.  So,

I painted the inserts of the coffered

ceilings a warm Moroccan red to

bring it down into the room and

warm up the space.

The draperies that extend all of

the way up to the ceiling also help

to make the cavernous room feel

less overwhelming.  I used a sec-

tional sofa for plenty of seating and

a rich mer-

lot area rug

to anchor

the space.

This family

now enjoys

spending

time in their

comfortably

elegant

family room.

My client’s dining room served as a catch all for

about a year before she finally committed to making it a

gorgeous space to entertain her friends and family.  We

knew we wanted to use a rich wallpaper to make the

large space feel warm and inviting. The dining table is

also unique in that it is an oval shape and not the tradi-

tional rectangular

shape that most

dining rooms

sport. Due to

young children and

cats with claws

being members of

this household, we

opted for faux

leather on the

chairs for durability,

but used a crisp and current white color to make them pop

in the room. The rich copper silk drapery panels are the per-

fect finishing touch to this now highly used and much loved

dining room.

Fall has arrived and with it, the annual return of the
nesting syndrome:  As cooler weather drives residents from
their outdoor porches and patios and into their inner sanc-
tums, many people feel the urge to fix up – or nest – in an
effort to maximize the indoor coziness factor.

Contractors in western Loudoun are starting to dust off

their work clothes and get back to business, following some
the most difficult economic times most of us have ever
experienced. Consumers are coming out of the woodwork,
many with the desire to make home improvements they
could ill afford before the real estate bubble burst.
'Tis the season. Home improvement companies are offering

some of the best deals ever for everything from new win-
dows to new additions.

The Blue Ridge Leader is happy to feature some of our
favorite makeovers.

This nursery ... is not your typical baby’s

room that showcases teddy bears and zoo

animals.  Instead, I chose an upscale look for

this very special little girl.  I added the chair rail

molding to separate the pink toile wallpaper

from the spring green paint. The buffalo check

draperies are a cheery backdrop for the dark

mahogany nursery furniture. The oil rubbed

bronze chandelier is dressed up with fabulous crystals that this adorable princess

loves to gaze up at. Overall, this is one lucky little girl living in an incredibly chic room

that will grow with her for years to come.

Cabinet Showplace is a design and sales center for fine cabinetry in Purcellville, serv-

ing northern Virginia and the DC Metro area. When it comes to kitchens and baths,

area homeowners can count on them to create a fabulous space that reflects their

needs, style and budget – whether it be a large custom home or a modest apart-

ment project. Cabinet Showplace displays a

complete line of kitchen and bath cabinetry

and accessories in a fully appointed showroom

and boasts a seasoned team of designers with

more than 40 years of combined experience.

Visit www.cabinetshowplace.com.

– By Cabinet ShowplaceKitchen Magic

BEFORE/AFTER PHOTO DESCRIPTION:
Remodeling project for Loudoun County homeowners,
Rochelle and Scott Courtney.  The kitchen was designed by
Julie Fifield of Cabinet Showplace and installed by
Stonegate Construction

Photo by Alex Post, Stonegate Construction
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– by Carol Morris Dukes

Versaci. The name evokes images
of chic fashion design and jet-setting
Italian runway shows. When you're a
visionary in the world of architecture, it
doesn't hurt to have a well-branded
surname. Never mind that all-
American Russell Versaci lives in
Loudoun County, Virginia, and is only
distantly related to the famous cloth-
ing design family. (They all hail from a
teeny town – Calabria – in Italy.) His
name is synonymous with class.

For most, our exposure to beauti-
ful building design is confined to leaf-
ing through magazines in waiting rooms or office lob-
bies. Versaci has been featured frequently inside the
pages of Southern Living, Southern Accents and Home
& Design. His coffee table books with dreamy, sun-fil-
tered interior rooms grace finer homes--and some of
your more elegant office foyers.

New home buyers in recent years have been choos-
ing boxy, style-devoid McMansions that offer cavernous
interior spaces, and little else. Size matters. Or so we
thought. With the recent economic slowdown, mort-

gage-
weary
home-
owners
are re-

evaluating their
priorities and
looking for
smart alterna-
tives to their
big, hefty houses. Perhaps living large is not all it’s
cracked up to be.

Enter Russell Versaci and his Simple Cottages –
part of his Pennywise line. Versaci challenges the
McMansion ideal with his unapologetic "less is more"
philosophy, creating comfortable homes with less than
1000 square feet of living space and an emphasis on
traditional, classic building styles that stand the test of
time. With careful attention to detail, his Simple
Cottages offer elegant architectural style to those who
prefer practicality over excess. Gone are bonus rooms 

and super-sized bathroom
suites. Instead, Versaci
sticks to the rooms people
actually use, and puts the
emphasis on design, crafts-
manship, beauty and func-

tionality. A Simple Cottage allows the owner to experi-
ence high end, classic design, without wasting an inch
of space.

Each of the ten cottages in his line is influenced by
traditional American architectural styles. As stated on
his website, Versaci "combines his mastery of history
with the way we really live."  Author of Creating a New
Old House, this architect has devoted his career to the
study of historic design, with an eye toward comfortable
living today. His Pennywise Simple Cottages can be
seen on his website at www.russellversaci.com.

Above and right, “Piedmont Retreat” exterior and interior views.

Cabinet Showplace Fine Cabinetry for the Entire Home

540.338.9661
www.cabinetshowplace.com

Design and Sales
210 N. 21st Street, #E   |   Purcellville, VA 20132

Apple House Contracting, Inc.

Russell Versaci’s World Class Cottages

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity

Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or

discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This

newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law.

Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal

housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair

Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing

impaired: 804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.  

The following kitchen renovation was done by Apple House Contracting, Inc., located in

the historic village of Bluemont. They have been providing remodeling services to west-

ern Loudoun County for 22 years, building their reputation on reliability, professionalism

and exceptional customer service.

The biggest challenge with this kitchen renovation was the tight size of the space and

an existing water heater. The 13x11 foot kitchen was renovated with cherry cabinets, a

soapstone counter, tile backsplash, and stainless steel appliances throughout. The

water heater was removed and a tankless heater was tucked into an upstairs closet. In

addition, an existing peninsula was removed to create more open space.



October
For a complete listing, please visit our Events

Calendar on our website at www.brleader.com.

To see your community event here, please send us
an email to: advertise@brleader.com!

Every Wednesday, 12:45 pm, Middleburg Duplicate Bridge, the
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 15 W. Washington St.
Open game. $5.00. MiddleburgBridge@aol.com.

October 3 through November 12, “ELEMENTS” on Exhibit at
Franklin Park Art Center. In this special exhibit, Loudoun’s lead-
ing artists pay tribute to the classical elements of earth, wind, fire
and water with paintings that depict their visions of the essential
elements of life.  “Elements” can be viewed during weekday busi-
ness hours from 9 am to 5 pm.

Friday, October 7, 10 am, Waterford Fair. The gates open at

10:00 a.m. Parking available. Tickets available at the gates. 

Friday, October 7 & 8 at 8 pm, October 9 at 3 p.m., Not Just
Shakespeare, Inc. presents Blithe Spirit. Noel Coward's delight-
fully haunting comedy which makes a farce of love, marriage and
even the grim reaper.  This witty supernatural satire is perfect for
the whole family.  Tickets: 540-338-7973 or see information at
notjustshakespeare.net.  Group rates call: 540-338-6776.

Saturday, October 8, 10 am, Waterford Fair. The gates open at
10:00 a.m. Parking available. Tickets available at the gates. 

Saturday, October 8, 10 am-5 pm Joshua’s Hands Fall Festival.
Western Loudoun County (Guthrie Farm) Directions on the web-
site:  38327 Charles Town Pike Waterford, VA 20197, Joshua's
Hands: www.JoshuasHands.org, 540-454-7827.

Saturday, October 8, 7:30 pm,  The Loudoun Symphony, opens
their 2011-2012 Concert Season at the Virginia Academy –
Community Church at 19790 Ashburn Road, Ashburn, Virginia
20147. Opening Night at the Symphony will be directed by Mark
Allen McCoy. Music Director and Conductor and will feature Phil
Munds, Principal Horn at the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.  

Sunday, October 9, 10 am, Waterford Fair. The gates open at
10:00 a.m. Parking available. Tickets available at the gates. 

Friday, October 9, 3 p.m., Not Just Shakespeare, Inc. presents
Blithe Spirit. Noel Coward's delightfully haunting comedy which
makes a farce of love, marriage and even the grim reaper.  This

witty supernatural satire is perfect for the whole family.  Tickets:
540-338-7973 or see information at notjustshakespeare.net.
Group rates call: 540-338-6776.

Saturday, October 15, 7 pm – 9:30 pm Auction at the Bush
Tabernacle (Purcellville) to Benefit Bill & Rebecca Yeatts
& Their Four Children (who lost everything in a house
fire).  Contact Daniel Abramson, 540-338-1297 for
details/donations. 

Saturday, October 15, International Gold Cup, Great
Meadow, The Plains, VA Gates open at 10 am.  Ticket
Information: General admission car passes are $55 in advance,
passes also available for purchase on race day.  For ticket informa-
tion contact the Virginia Gold Cup Association at 540-347-1215 or
order online at www.vagoldcup.com. 

Saturday, October 15, from 9 am to 5 pm 46th Annual Aldie
Harvest Festival, Village of Aldie.  Antiques, handicrafts, artwork,
jewelry and collectibles, kiddie rides, pony rides, face painting, great
food, live music and live Auction.  The Auction  will take place
between the two Firequacker Duck Races on Little River. In the
big Duck Race, which will be run at 3:30 p.m., more than 3,000 toy
ducks will be staged in Little River and released to float down-
stream.  One Duck will be worth $100,000. The historic Aldie Mill,
opened in 1808-09, will have grinding. Mike Devine will present the
living history of the Mill and grind corn
throughout the day.  17th Mississippi Civil
War reenactors & the Blacksmith Guild of
Northern Virginia. www.aldieheritage.com
or www.villageofaldie.com.

Sunday October 16, following our 11am
service, Bethel United Methodist
Church, 41799 Stumptown Road
Lucketts, VA Please join us for our annu-
al picnic; if you have a favorite dish,we'd
love to try it! bring it along! For more info.
703-779-7745, www.cometobethel.org.

October 21-23, Sterling Playmakers, War
of the Worlds. Join the Playmakers as they

present this notorious old-style radio show,

complete with sound effects. Excerpt of the

show will be previewed at SterlingFest on

October 8, 2011.

Saturday, October 22, 4 pm - 7 pm –
Roszell Chapel United Methodist
Church is having a Fall Feast – salad, chili,
Brunswick stew, hotdogs, drinks, and
dessert - at Cockrill’s Hunter Oaks Farm at
19530 Silcott Springs Rd. about 4 ½ miles
south of Purcellville on Rt. 690. Come,
enjoy the great food and country fun!  All-
you-can-eat! Free-will offering. Hope you
can join us. 540-338-7833.

Friday, October 28, 6-10 pm, Hauntings
Tours, Leesburg, VA.  Tours leave from the
Leesburg Town Hall every 15 minutes from
6:00 to 10:00 pm.  For tickets and more
information call 703-777-7427 or visit
www.loudounmuseum.org/hauntings.html
Saturday, October 29, 6-10 PM
Hauntings Tours, Leesburg, VA. Tours
leave from the Leesburg Town Hall every 15
minutes from 6:00 to 10:00 PM.  For tickets
and more information call 703-777-7427 or
visit www.loudounmuseum.org/hauntings.

&Community announcements
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LLiivviinngg HHiissttoorriiaannss && HHiissttoorriiccaall LLeeccttuurreess
BBllaacckkssmmiitthh DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonnss
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FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, vviissiitt wwwwww..vviillllaaggeeooffaallddiiee..ccoomm oorr ccaallll 770033--332277--55331133..

DDiirreeccttiioonnss:: West on Route 50 (John Mosby Hwy) into Loudoun County
towards Middleburg. Go 1 mile west of Gilbert’s Corner traffic circle
(Intersection of Rt 15 and Rt 50).
FFRREEEE AAddmmiissssiioonn $$55 ddoonnaattiioonn ffoorr ppaarrkkiinngg..

Visitors can tour the restored Aldie Mill. Historical talks will
be offered throughout the village. See the 17th Mississippi.
‘Save the Date’ cards redeemable for a free gift or coupon.
Pick up a card at any of the shops in Aldie today!
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Visit the Village

Saturday, October 15th
9am – 5pm

46th Annual Village-wide
Aldie Harvest Festival!

Children’s Nature Book Club, Every Thursday, 10

am to 11:15 am. Children’s Nature Book Club at Rust

Nature Sanctuary in Leesburg for 3-5 year olds (accompa-

nied by an adult).  Book Club is lead by Loudoun Wildlife

Conservancy volunteers and includes story, activity and

music, all based on a nature theme, along with a hike.  Please

dress for the weather, and have mud boots available.  Free

for ANS members, $3.00 per child non-members.  ALL

MUST PRE-REGISTER. Call Julie by Wednesday for more

info, or to preregister ... 703 669-0000.

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy Events,

October 2011 – Details at

www.loudounwildlifeconservancy.org

Birding Banshee – Saturday, October 8, 8:00 am.
Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve monthly bird walk.
Contact Joe Coleman at 540-554-2542 or
jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org.

Birding the Lucketts Area ― Wednesday, October 12,
8:00 am. – 11:00 .m. Trip is co-sponsored with the
Northern Virginia Bird Club.  Questions: contact Gerco
Hoogeweg at drgerco@hotmail.com.

The Fascinating World of Bats ― Wednesday,
October 12, at the Carver Center in Purcellville, 7:00
pm – 9:00 pm. Free adult program is sponsored by the
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy.  Questions: contact Joe
Coleman at jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org.

Family Stream Day – Saturday, October 15, 11:00
am. – 3:00 pm.  The 10th annual Family Stream Day is
taking place this year at Loudoun Water (rain or shine)
44865 Loudoun Water Way, Ashburn, VA.

Sunday in the Preserve – Sunday, October 16, 1:00
pm. Free, informal family walk around the preserve.  For
information call the Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve at
703-669-0316.

Birding the Blue Ridge Center – Saturday, October
22, 8:00 a.m. Free bird walk at the Blue Ridge Center
for Environmental Stewardship (BRCES), a beautiful 900-
acre preserve in northwestern Loudoun County.
Directions: at www.brces.org. Questions: Joe Coleman at
540-554-2542 or jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org.

Identifying Hawks:  A Class and Field Trip to
Waggoner’s Gap, Pa. October 27 and 29. Registration
Required. ($10/member or $15/non-member).  Sign up
online at www.loudounwildlife.org/SignUp.htm or contact
Laura McGranaghan: lmcgranaghan@loudounwildlife.org.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Loudoun Symphony!

Art Show!
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– By Dane Mullins

Fall is officially here and things are busy at Woodgrove.
It is hard to believe we are now on our 4th week of school.
Fall sports teams are all doing very well.  

•  Football     Varsity 3-2   JV 3-1   Freshman 5-0
•  Volleyball  Varsity 6-7   JV1-9    Freshman 9-2

The Cross Country team is making a name for itself.
Wolverines are often placing in the top 10, while teams are
ranking in the top 5 in all of the meets. Oatlands Invitational:

•  JV Underclassmen Boys 23rd/65

•  JV Underclassmen Girls 9th/40

•  JV Upperclassmen Boys 23rd/52

•  Varsity A Boys 31st/46 - Evan McCarthy 18th /316

•  Varsity A Girls 14th/41- Audrey Houghton 15th/272

Golf- 4 -1 Scored in the top 15 in four tournaments, and
ranked 6th over all in the 2011 Dulles District Tournament.

Cheerleading is also busy with the following competi-
tion schedule:

•  District Mini – September 24 at Valley – 4th place

•  District Mini – September 27 at Dominion – 4th place

•  District Mini-October 4 at Woodgrove

•  District Championships – October 19 at Briar Woods
(Yes, Cheerleading is a sport!)

The ever-committed Marching Wolverines and Color
Guard never disappoint at a performance.  They really keep
the spirit going in the stands.

The Woodgrove Dance Team’s first half time perform-
ance was this past Friday and they really displayed some
great moves. For Woodgrove’s inaugural senior class five
students have already pledged their commitment to the fol-
lowing Division 1 Colleges:

Lexi Clarke – Soccer – Stony Brook

Tabitha McHale – Soccer – UNC Greensboro

Charlotte Ratcliff – Soccer – Coastal Carolina

Matthew Reed – Baseball – Clemson

J.J. Sarty – Baseball – William and Mary

Preparing for graduation has already begun. Many sen-
iors are busily completing enrollment applications, essays,
requesting letters of recommendation and researching
schools that they may attend to further their education.
Some seniors who have are completing technical programs
are now applying for permanent positions in their chosen
field.  Success comes in many forms.

Keep your eyes peeled for information on the upcoming
Fall Theatrical production. Rehearsals have already begun.
Last year’s performances were fantastic and the cast and
crew are all back for an encore.

The Woodgrove PTSO annual Citrus Sale order informa-
tion will be out soon so start making your list.  The
Woodgrove PTSO is committed is support to the following
projects:

• Construction of the nature trail and outdoor class
rooms connecting Woodgrove with Mountain View
Elementary; 

• Funding teacher special needs and requests

• Creating a senior scholarship legacy gift

• Maintaining a discretionary fund for students and
families in need

• Sponsoring an after graduation party (Project
Graduation) to start a tradition by providing the inau-

gural senior class with a safe and exciting event.
To have a successful Inaugural Woodgrove Project

Graduation, the committee is requesting any individuals,
families, businesses, corporations or organizations that
desire to contribute a tax deductible monetary donation
or gifts to please contact Committee Chair Rhonda Wells
WoodgroveHSProjectGraduation@gmail.com.

Speaking of support ... Woodgrove High School wants
to thank our community for all of its continued support
and commitment. WOW.

Dane Mullins, Woodgrove HS, Class of 2012!
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Dane Mullins is a native of western
Loudoun. He attended Loudoun Valley
High School and is dual enrolled at
Woodgrove High School and Northern
Virginia Community College. Dane grew
up on a farm and has a passion for trac-
tors. He has been the owner and opera-
tor of Dane’s Hometown Services since
2008.  His company provides estate
maintenance, landscaping and farm
services, excavation and clearing as well as welding services. 

Loudoun County is home to equestrians, antique dealers,
farmers, winemakers, and according to many, ghosts. It
seems like nearly everyone you talk to in Loudoun has a
story about a friend of a friend who heard a voice, or saw a
face, or felt a tap on his shoulder.  

Some local ghost stories are well documented, with histor-
ical accounts to back them up. For instance, the ghost who
haunts the Glenfiddich house on North King Street in
Leesburg, has been determined to be Col. Erasmus Burt who
died in the house after being wounded in the October, 1861
Battle of Balls Bluff.  The blood he reportedly spilled as he
was carried into the house is said to reappear on the stairs at
night.  Burt has occasionally appeared in the house, standing
in the hall in full uniform, but he has only appeared during
daylight hours.

Some circulating stories, however, seem all too similar to
urban legends told all over the country. One such story, also
associated with the deadly Battle of Balls Bluff, involves
some teenagers who were hanging out near the Balls Bluff
cemetery several years back.  They heard the sounds of
screaming and ran back to their car.  When they got there,
the car would not move.  When it suddenly lurched forward,
the teens drove it back to town where they later found mys-
terious muddy handprints on the trunk. 

One person who collects stories like these to share on the
Loudoun Museum’s Hauntings tours is Peter Kelpinski, a

member of the Loudoun Museum’s Board of Trustees.  “I
figure that North King Street is probably the most haunted
street in Leesburg and perhaps Loudoun County,” says
Kelpinski, who started Hauntings in 1991. “There are
[ghosts in] the Lynch and Glenfiddich family houses, the
Courthouse, the Sona Bank – and there is supposed to be a
ghost in one of the restaurants,” although, Kelpinski admits,
he hasn’t learned much about that last story yet.

The Lynch family house has become home to one of the
best known hauntings in Leesburg.  “It’s so popular because
it’s a great story,” says Kelpinski. “It’s the Woman in
White.”  Years of research have given the Woman in White a
name:  Liza Thompson. She lived in the house during the
Civil War.  When her husband, who had left the deed to the
house with a local banker, never came back from the war,
she was forced to undergo a long legal battle to keep the
house. Many believe that, because she fought so hard to stay
in her home, she refused to leave it even after her death.

The stories of Liza’s ghost began when a child living in
the house began reporting that he had seen a woman in white
in his bedroom.  It became clear that the boy was not just
imagining the apparition when some guests of the Lynch’s
who were staying in his room saw Liza as well.  The current
residents of the Lynch house are not afraid of Liza, as they
have always felt that she is “a benevolent presence.”

The Lynch family house is also where Peter Kelpinski said
he had his first encounter with the paranormal. He was alone in
the house preparing for that year’s tours when he heard a dis-
embodied laugh from one corner of the parlor.  It was later that
evening that Kelpinski learned that a psychic had recently
revealed that Liza was not the only ghost in the Lynch family
house, but that there was also a man who lurked in the very
corner from which Kelpinski heard the laugh!

One of Kelpinski’s favorite stories is a little too far out of
the way to be included on the Hauntings tours, but involves
a house on West Market Street in Leesburg.  It was once the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Nichols.  Mrs. Nichols reportedly
loved children, but was never able to have any of her own.
Recently, a family with two young children were staying at
that house for the holidays.  The adults were preparing for a
Christmas party while the children were playing in a large
upstairs ballroom.  When their mother called the children so
that she could help them get dressed in their party clothes,
they came down the stairs already dressed in clean, pressed
clothes; the young girl’s hair braided and tied with ribbon.

Their mother, who knew they could not get dressed on their
own, asked how they did it.  “The nice lady upstairs helped
us,” they told her. Sometime later, when they were looking
over some old things from the house, the children identified
a photo of Mrs. Nichols as the woman who helped them
dress for the Christmas party.

When asked why all these ghost stories should be associ-
ated with the Loudoun Museum, Kelpinski insists that it’s
not just about the ghosts, “It’s about oral history,” he says,

“It’s preserving the local lore.”  And it’s about having fun.
On the tour, he says, “People aren’t going to jump out with a
chain saw. It’s to scare you with a good story.” 

Did She Get Away With Murder?

A
Loudoun County woman, Emily Lloyd, was the
“Casey Anthony” of 1872.  She was vilified by
headlines across the country when she was charged

and tried for poisoning her daughter, Maude. Members of
the community became alarmed when every member of the
Lloyd household:  Emily’s husband Charles, his aunt, the
Lloyd’s two sons, a daughter, and finally Maude, all died of
similar symptoms within a few months of each other. Lloyd
responded to concerns by saying simply that “All the
Lloyds die that way,” as if there was some genetic disease
which killed them.

A pharmacist testified that he had sold arsenic to Lloyd
when she complained of a rat infestation in her home. It
was probably the testimony of several doctors who could
not entirely rule out the possibility of other diseases with
similar symptoms to arsenic poisoning, which forced the
jury to return the verdict of not guilty on October 31, 1872.

– by Molly Pinson Simoneau
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Oatlands' Paranormal Tours, Monday, Oct 24,

2011 – Sunday, October 30, 2011

Experience a different Oatlands after dark! Tour guides will

share exciting ghost legends and personal tales of unex-

plained happenings. Guests will also learn about the find-

ings of the ongoing paranormal investigations at Oatlands.

Tour was a hit last year and we have new findings to share

this year. This fun tour is suitable for children 8 years and

older. Space is limited to 20 people; call for reservations.

$12/adult; $5/child under 12 years of age .Oatlands Historic

House and Gardens  20850 Oatlands Plantation Ln

Leesburg, VA 20175, 703-777-3174; www.Oatlands.org.

20th Annual Hauntings Tour, Friday, October

28, 2011 – Saturday, October 29, 2011

The Hauntings Walking Tour allows visitors to tour the

haunted homes and businesses of Leesburg. Once a year,

we're able take the tours inside several of the haunted

places. Hear about the widow who fought to keep her house

and has never left – she even helps with the housework; the

Civil War Colonel who watches over the office staff during

the day; and many more bump in the night spirits! Tour

leaves from Leesburg Town Hall every 15 minutes from 6-

10pm; $15/person with advance purchase; $20/person at the

door. Tickets can be purchased by mail, phone, or walk-in.

Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended. Loudoun

Museum, 25 West Market St, Leesburg, VA 20175, 703-

777-7427; www.loudounmuseum.org.

Shocktober Friday, Oct 28, 2011 – Sunday,

October 30, 2011

Every weekend in October, Paxton Manor is transformed

for Shocktober! The late 1800s Paxton Manor Inn is filled

with large rooms and dark halls. Over the years, many

strange and horrific events have taken place in the rooms.

Different theme every weekend, as well as varied attractions

including the Haunted Well of the Soul, The Last Ride, and

The Funhouse. Family friendly events until 6:30pm - after

7pm, get ready for the scare of your life (PG-13)! Saturday,

October 1st, kickoff event, Shocktober-fest, takes place with

live (free) music all day, beer and concessions. Fri 7-10pm,

Sat-Sun 2:00-6:30pm (family friendly hours) and 7-10pm

$5-$30/person ARC of Loudoun, 601 Catoctin Circle NE,

Paxton Campus Leesburg, VA 20176 www.shocktober.org.

Pumpkin Glow Night, Friday, October 28,

2011 – Saturday, October 29, 2011, 6-9 pm

This spectacular display of over 1500 carved and lighted

jack-o-lanterns is simply amazing. The magical moment

when we cut the lights will take your breath away! Bring

your carved Jack-o-lantern to enter in our carving competi-

tions. Jack-o-lanterns are judged for Best in Glow, Scariest,

and Funniest in 3 classes: children grades K-5, youth in

grades 6-8, and adult carving. Warm yourself by the bonfire

and roast some marshmallows. The glow of this unique

opportunity to spend an evening in the country with your

family will remain with you for a lifetime! Local schools

help us carve the pumpkins for this great event. Email us if

your school would like to join the fun and have a carving

day. Businesses Scouts and Sports teams have all helped

carve so email us today for information about host a carving

party.  6 pm - 9 pm, Great Country Farms,18780 Foggy

Bottom Rd, Bluemont, VA 20135, 540-554-2073;

www.greatcountryfarms.com.

Leesburg Halloween Parade,

Monday, October 31, 2011

Each Halloween since 1957 the Leesburg Kiwanis have

sponsored the Halloween Parade down King Street in

Historic Downtown. Leesburg's Annual Halloween Parade

is the longest running parade east of the Mississippi.  The

floats, bands, and costumes are awarded prizes. The 2009

parade featured over 200 police, fire and rescue units; high

school marching bands; floats; horseback riders; walkers;

decorated vehicles; and politicians, passing out candy as

they paraded down the one mile route. These units and

many spectators donated over

1,000 pounds of food and

hundreds of dollars to

Loudoun Interfaith Relief.

6-8 pm, Town of Leesburg

Historic Downtown,

King Street, 20175

703 737-2175;

www.leesburgki-

wanis.org.

BOO!! ... THE BEST LOUDOUN HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS

73
RD  ANNUAL LADIES BOARD

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

SALERummage

FRIDAY, 

OCT. 14 &

SATURDAY,

OCT. 15

2011

Morven Park International 
Equestrian Center 
41793 Tutt Lane

Leesburg, VA 20176

703-771-2985 
WWW.LADIESBOARD.ORG 

EARLY BIRD HOUR
Friday, 8am-9am $5 ticket
Proceeds benefit Polly Clemens Nursery Fund
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