
at an event on July 26, Sala-
mander Resort & Spa owner
Sheila C. Johnson marked
roughly one year until the open-
ing of the Salamander Resort &
Spa in Middleburg, Va.
Together with Virginia Gover-
nor Bob McDonnell and First
Lady Maureen McDonnell,
Johnson co-hosted a reception
to celebrate the participating
Northern Virginia wineries and
farmers of the First Lady’s
FLITe (First Lady’s Initiative
Team effort) program.  The
168-room resort is scheduled to
open in august 2013. 

“In a little over a year, my dream will
become a reality,” said resort owner Johnson,
who is also CeO and founder of Salamander
Hotels & Resorts, which is overseeing the
design, development and management of the
resort. “This promises to be one of the finest
resorts in america, and we are committed to
serving and promoting Virginia’s bountiful
vineyards and farms.”

The event featured eight wineries from
Loudoun, Fauquier and Fairfax counties and
was attended by 200 area dignitaries, VIPs
and wine enthusiasts.

“Salamander Resort & Spa promises to be
one of the country’s great resorts and a huge
asset to Virginia,” said Governor McDonnell.

“Sheila Johnson is a true entrepreneur and
her vision is one of excellence.”

Designed to blend into its natural environ-
ment and replicate the architectural traditions
of Virginia’s countryside, the resort features
rooms and suites inspired by renowned
designer Thomas Pheasant, a 23,000-square-
foot lavish spa and unique “treehouse” treat-
ment rooms, a full-service equestrian center
with a 22-stall stable and practice ring, Vir-
ginia Piedmont-inspired dining overseen by
James Beard-nominated Chef Todd Gray, a
dedicated cooking studio, wine bar and culi-
nary garden, 12,000 square feet of confer-
ence and event facilities – including a 5,000-
square-foot grand ballroom – and a restored
100-year-old Stallion Barn.
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Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th)  helped kick
off the 4th annual Feds Feed Families
food drive in Virginia at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey. Wolf was joined by Rep.
Gerry Connolly (D-11th) and John Berry,
the director of the Office of Personal
Management (OPM). 

Wolf worked with Barry and OPM to
create the program three years ago.  To
date, more than 8 million pounds of food
has been collected by federal employees
across the country. 

The Congressman, who meets

More major road construction is set to
begin again in the town of Purcellville.

The traffic circle or roundabout at the
intersection of Main Street/Business 7 and
Rt. 287 will soon be demolished and
removed, to be replaced with a larger round-
about that is a part of the Southern Collector
Road (SCR) network.

The original roundabout was proffered –
or given in exchange – by the developers of

the Harris Teeter shopping center, which
opened just a short time ago. 

Construction will begin in September.  It
is reported that the second roundabout will
be two lanes and located approximately 90
feet from the current traffic circle (graphic on
page 13).

New traffic patterns can be tricky adjust-
ments for drivers – particularly traffic

Continued on page 13

Continued on page 10

“Feds Feed Families” Food Drive Kicks Off

More Purcellville Roundabout
Construction Set to Begin

Left to right:  Congressman Wolf, OPM Director John

Berry and Kathryn Medina, executive director of the Chief

Human Capital Officers Council.

­­Wild .Loudoun,­page­10

“American
Kestrel”

Governor McDonnell Visits Salamander
– FLITE Initiative Celebrated –

Whether following the

winds or enjoying the

view ... the summer has

been an enjoyable one

for all.  Now it’s time

for Back-to-School

– see page 18

Left to right:  Sheila Johnson, Gov. McDonnell, Maureen McDonnell.

Presidential Campaign 2012:
President Obama will speak at Loudoun

County High School on Thursday, Aug. 2.

The BRL will provide periodic updates of

Loudoun County appearances by candi-

dates of all parties.  Send us your notices

to editor@BRL.com.
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Dr. Mike,
My husband and I were at the movies

the other day with our 8-year-old son.
There were two teenage boys in front of us
who were holding hands, which was
uncomfortable for my husband to see.  He
was uncomfortable with having our son
witness other boys display romantic affec-
tion in public in that way.  My husband
became so upset that we had to change
seats, which upset both my son and me
since we ended last minute with horrible
seats.  This wasn’t the first time we had to
leave some place because of my husband’s
disdain for homosexuality.  My husband is
vehemently against homosexuality, and so
is his entire family.  As Christians neither
of us endorse homosexuality as a lifestyle,
but his strong views concern me since I DO
NOT want to raise a homophobic child.
Your thoughts on this delicate topic are
appreciated.  – I. in Loudoun County

I., I think you need to have a very seri-

ous conversation on this topic with your
husband as soon as possible.  Based on what
you have written, it appears your husband’s
beliefs on homosexuality are likely rooted in
the way he was raised and have been with
him for a long time.   Convincing him to
believe in things differently at this point
would probably be met with strong resist-
ance.  Rather than focusing on homosexual-
ity as the main issue, I think you should
instead discuss the importance of your role
in raising your son so that he will be happy
and successful in life and not angry, judg-
mental or close-minded.  

Perhaps discussing how homosexuality
is viewed in today’s society may be a good
start to the conversation.  While your hus-
band does not accept homosexuality as a
lifestyle, our society as a whole has.  In
1973, the american Psychiatric association
declassified homosexuality as a mental dis-
order and the american Psychological asso-
ciation followed suit in 1975.  The World
Health Organization finally recognized
homosexuality as a normal variation of
human sexuality in 1990.  as you know,
many states now recognize gay marriage,
which has had changing implications for
employee benefits and insurance.  and
same-sex couples are also now adopting in
larger numbers than ever.  The point for your
husband to get is that his son is growing up
in a world that has become increasingly
accepting of homosexuality and other alter-
native lifestyles.  

Your son is going to be exposed to all
sorts of people across his development and
life, and he is not always going to be able to

simply change seats or remove himself from
individuals or groups he does not approve
of.  In your conversation, I think you should
get behind your husband with what you both
agree on.  Perhaps, as Christians, neither of
you endorse homosexuality, and you both
certainly have every right to raise your son
with the values, morals and faith-based les-
sons you feel are most appropriate.  at the
same time, I would point out to your hus-
band that his overt, negative disapproval and
disdain for homosexuality will likely only
cause your 8-year-old son emotional con-
flict over the coming years.  at 8, your son
is beginning to identify more with his father,
but again, the world in general is not as neg-
ative or disdainful of homosexuality as your
husband seems to be.  Your son should enter
preadolescence and adolescence with limit-
ed conflict as his own sexuality and beliefs
are forming.

The take home lesson for your husband
is that he has a right to raise his son with the
values and morals he espouses and holds
true for himself, but he also has a right and
responsibility to teach his son to be tolerant,
non-judgmental and accepting of others.

Dr. Mike,
We are launching our third and final

child into the world at the end of summer.
She is 18 and will be heading off to college.
I have been very unhappy in my marriage
for many years but have stayed because I
wanted all of my children to be raised in an
intact home.  Well, I accomplished my goal,
but it is now my time to move on and to give
to myself.  I am not angry or sad at this
point, rather I am very happy and am excit-

ed about the next chapter of my life.  I
haven’t communicated my unhappiness to
my husband at all, so I’m sure the news
will come as a shock to him.  Any advice on
how I might have “the talk” with him
would be appreciated.  
– A. in Loudoun County  

a., I recommend seeking the assistance
of a well-seasoned couple’s therapist and to
introduce your thoughts and feelings in the
context of the marital work.  Your next steps
as a wife and mother will be very important
ones with the main goal of preserving your
wellbeing and the wellbeing of your chil-
dren and husband.

I understand that you are done with your
marriage and have been for some time, but,
as you noted, this will likely come as “a
shock to him” since you have not openly
communicated your problems over many
years of unhappiness.  a good couple’s ther-
apist should be able to help you both dis-
mantle your marriage respectfully or mend
what needs to be mended.  I have had many
couples show up at my office intent on get-
ting divorced and then with hard work,
changes and time, the marriage is saved.  

On the other hand, I have had many
couples show up at my office with stated
smaller issues, and with work, we discover
that the marriage is over.  Regardless of your
outcome, you have your children to think
about in addition to yourselves in the deci-
sions you and your husband make.  Remem-
ber, being parents to your children does not
stop at 18, and you will be co-parenting your
children for the rest of your lives.  You will

Ask Dr. Mike

Continued on page 29    

38082 Snickersville Turnpike Purcellville, vA 20132   703.300.5765

Fields of Athenry Farm
Order online for weekly HOME DELIvERy OR FARM PICk up at www.FieldsofAthenryFarm.com 

From my farm to my patio and your summer grill!
Fresh farm lunch on the patio from our new Fields

of Athenry kitchen (starts right after Labor Day)!

AuGuST

Wine, cheese & small
farm bites on the

patio ...

Prepared food
tastings (after Labor

Day) ...

Meet our new
Resident Chef, snack

and sip wine!

SEPTEMBER

BACk TO SCHOOL
COOkING DEMOS

Sept. 1 – Food Samplings

Sept. 8 – Cooking Demo

(ground beef 3 ways!)

Sept. 15 – Healthy Foods on

a Budget

Sept. 22 – Preparing

Intimidating Cuts of Meat

Sept. 29 – All About Poultry

OCTOBER

OkTOBERFEST ALL
MONTH LONG!

� Farm Shop open now for meats, cheeses, wines and more, 11 am to

5:30 pm Thursday, Friday & Saturday.  New prepared foods coming soon!

� Patio open for lunch on Saturdays (after Labor Day,

weather permitting) 11 am to 5:30 pm. 

� Ask about our new catering menu for 

private parties here at the farm.

Fresh grilled sausages ...
how to cook with beer ...

marinades ... 

Join us for a beautiful
fall day on the patio!

Weekly HOME/OFFICE Delivery of fresh-cut,
pasture-raised, hormone & antibiotic-free meats!

– Steaks & Chops –
– Ground Beef  & Ground Turkey –
– Pork, Lamb & Chicken Sausages –

– Roasts, Leg of Lamb ... any cut you need!
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The dinners started in april and have con-
tinued on the third Wednesday of each
month.  The gatherings began as local mer-
chants felt the need to discuss where the
town of Purcellville was going with its
downtown enhancement project on 21st
Street, which includes a major hotel project
on land owned by John Chapman and Mark
Nelis.

Mary Beth Barbagallo, owner of above
Ground Winery, heard the concerns of her
business neighbors and decided to invite
them and Mr. Chapman to the dinner.  This
gave business owners an opportunity to ask
Chapman directly about his proposed hotel
and what it might mean – good and bad – for
their businesses. 

“This is what the business community
needs, a place to gather and share marketing
and community ideas – and a way to express
their opinions!”  Barbagallo said. 

The group continues to grow.  In June, the
real estate company atoka Properties joined
the dinner and in July, Purcellville Copy was
in attendance.  There is no formal agenda, no
dues and no mandatory anything.  “We work
hard at our businesses and don’t care for the
formality of agenda driven meetings.  I think
this gives business owners an opportunity to
let their hair down, relax, talk about families
and vacation and share recipes and a new
way of doing things,” Barbagallo said.  “We
start out the dinner with a tour of the business
that is providing the meal and then head over
to the above the Ground Winery tasting
room for appetizers, dinner and dessert.
everyone takes turns and is eager to bring

something.”  
Some of the things the group is consider-

ing are a comprehensive directory of busi-
nesses, a resource reference guide and a
community outreach program. Barbagallo
said “when you know the business owner,
you know the business better.”

as part of the effort, above Ground start-
ed giving other downtown merchants gift
cards to share with their frequent and valued
customers.  “I challenged other businesses to
use the month of august to purchase from
two other local businesses and to bring in
their receipts for a drawing.  My family went
to Haute Dogs for lunch and then to The
Doggie Wash to pick up food for our pets.
It’s all about sharing and spreading the sup-
port around,” said Barbagallo.

First Friday Purcellville will start in Sep-
tember, encouraging the community to shop
local – and that effort is also on this business
group’s radar.  above Ground Winery is
kicking of the inaugural First Friday Purcel-
lville. (Details at www.agwinery.com)

The merchant’s pot-luck dinner is held the
third Wednesday of the each month at above
Ground Winery at 105 e. Main St. The next
meeting will be Wednesday, aug. 15. For
more information and to be added to the list
of email, businesses can contact Mary Beth
at marybeth@agwinery.com

"What a great idea Mary Beth had!  Not
only is it an enjoyable evening where we
have a chance to connect with each other on
a personal level ... we share ideas on how we
might help one another succeed!" said But-
terfly Gourmet owner, Debra Randazzo.

Merchants Unite Over Shared Meals
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Developer Proffers and the Public Good: Part II

Who is Attacking Supervisor Ken Reid?

Dear Editor:

Leesburg Supervisor Ken Reid, as many

know, voted to opt in to Metro despite a

decade long career of advocating against it.

Ken justifies this last minute flip with confus-

ing doubletalk that maintains his opposition

to the project and support of it in back to

back sentences.  Ken does have both bases

covered in the event of success or failure.

Ken’s recent constituent email said this,

“Although I was a staunch critic of the proj-

ect, and am still quite skeptical of its benefits

... ” In this same mass email, Ken Reid

stooped to a new low. After having betrayed

his friends in the Opt Out group, whom he

worked with for months to educate the pub-

lic before he flipped to vote Loudoun into

Metro, Ken is now using nonsensical claims

that these grassroots consumer advocates

are attacking him.

Why would Ken betray his friends and

constituents a second time?  Probably for the

same reason he did it the first time, MONEY.

Ken is pretending that the respectable
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– By Mary M. Bathory Vidaver

Last month, the Blue Ridge Leader examined
of the use of tax credits and other public funds to
meet the affordable housing requirements prof-
fered by private developers to offset the costs of
residential development to taxpayers.  We began
this series with an overview of the county’s use of
proffers as they relate to affordable housing; we
continue with a closer examination of one example
involving the non-profit Windy Hill Foundation, its
for-profit subsidiary, the Windy Hill Development
Company, and the developers of the Brambleton
community.

Since its inception in 1983, the Windy Hill
Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, has been a key actor in the effort to pro-
vide an adequate supply of affordable housing
in Loudoun County.  Its five projects on the
western edge of Middleburg provide a variety
of housing types with monthly rents ranging
from $400 for a one-bedroom cottage to $775
for a three-bedroom apartment.  Median fami-
ly income of tenants ranges from $11,300 for
seniors living in Levis Hill House to $33,000 for
the residents of Virginia Lane.  In total, Windy
Hill Foundation provides 67 units of rental
housing, much of it subsidized, to individuals
and families who might not otherwise be able
to continue living in Loudoun County, where,
according to the foundation’s website, in 2011
market-priced units ranged from $1,289 per
month for a one-bedroom unit to $1,885 for a
three-bedroom apartment.

In the last few years, Windy Hill has begun to
look at ways to expand its activities outside of
the Middleburg area.  It initiated a project in
Fauquier County and began conversations with
several Loudoun County developers regarding
their proffered and mandated affordable hous-
ing requirements.  It also made some changes
to its corporate structure.

According to its 2009 Annual Report, the
Windy Hill Foundation established a for-profit
entity, the Windy Hill Development Company,
LLC (WHDC), “for the purpose of providing
real estate development, consulting, and con-
struction management services for the benefit
of Windy Hill Foundation, Inc. and the pro-
grams conducted by it.”  Kim Hart, the execu-
tive director of the foundation and its public
face, became the president of WHDC.  

The foundation also set up a series of incor-
porated subsidiaries to serve as the general
partners in a series of limited partnerships.
With these new entities, Windy Hill applied for
Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) to
fund the construction of Levis Hill House and
the Fauquier County project.  Credits were
also used to fund the rehabilitation of the foun-
dation’s Llewellyn Village Apartments.  

The federal rules governing the LIHTC
required the foundation to transfer ownership
of the properties to limited partnerships.  Thus,
in March 2010, according to the Foundation’s
2009 Annual Report and its 2011 operating
budget, the foundation sold Llewellyn Village
Apartments to the tax credit investors for
$250,000 plus their assumption of a first mort-
gage lien.  The 2011 operating budget also
noted that Levis Hill House was now owned by
tax credit investors.  

What was the thinking behind this change in
strategy, structure, and asset ownership?  Initial
calls to Hart about this story went unreturned.
During a chance meeting, Hart agreed to sit
down for an interview.  A phone message was
left to schedule the interview to which Hart’s
assistant responded.  She passed on a request
that written questions be submitted to which
Hart could instead respond in writing.  Ques-
tions were submitted to Hart on July 14, but no
responses were received.  Questions were
then forwarded to members of the Windy Hill
Board.  Most Foundation Board members con-
tacted did not respond; one referred questions
to Hart or to Foundation President and Board
Chair Joe Boling.  

According to documents submitted by the
WHDC to the Loudoun County Joint Housing
Trust Fund Committee, the changes offered
the Foundation certain benefits.  First, although
the Foundation retained management control
over the complexes, operating revenues and,
more importantly, expenses no longer
appeared on its budget.  Instead, they were allo-
cated to the partnerships that owned the
properties.  Another benefit was the release of
the foundation from the need to raise funds to
meet the mortgage obligation on properties.  

Yet, according to tax and audit records for
the period between 2007-2009 as well as the
2010 operating budget, rental revenue generat-

Publisher & editor
Valerie Cury Joyner

Layout
Andrea E. Gaines

Advertising

Judy D. Harbin
Carol Morris Dukes

Submissions may be sent to editor@BRLeader.com, or via mail to PO Box
325, Purcellville, VA 20134-0325.  Please include your name, address and
telephone number.  We reserve the right to edit submissions as necessary.
Deadline for print edition is the third week of each month, or, online any time.

We Welcome Your Letters to the Editor!

– By Mary M. Bathory Vidaver

In December 2011, Joyce Sowa woke up
in time to watch blood spurt from her chest
as her estranged husband pulled out the knife
with which he had stabbed her.  as she
turned and reached for the telephone, he
stabbed her in the back.  Dialing 911, she
attempted to escape from her attacker.
Before she passed out on the stairwell, with
further wounds to her eye and arm, she told
the 911 operator, “I’m dying.”  

Within minutes of receiving the call for
help rescue workers from the aldie Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue Company arrived at her
home in the village of aldie and arranged for
her transport by helicopter to Fairfax Hospi-
tal.  “The doctor said if the first responders
hadn’t made it when they did, I wouldn’t
have made it.  When my sister arrived at the
hospital, she was told I probably wouldn’t
make it.”

Sowa was still recovering from her
wounds when a few weeks later, after a
closed session during their first meeting, the
Board of Supervisors, led by newly-elected
Blue Ridge Supervisor Janet Clarke (R),
directed staff to initiate a public process to
explore alternative sites for a long-needed
replacement fire and rescue station for the
aldie company.  although the prior Board
authorized the purchase of a station site on
the eastern edge of the village behind the
state weigh station in 2008 and invested
some $250,000 of county funds in sitework
plus another $430,000 in architectural and
engineering plans, the new Board voted for a
do-over.  

at the Feb. 14, 2012, meeting county staff
presented and the Board approved a work
plan for this public process.  at that same
meeting the Board also went into a closed
session to discuss the sale of the property
purchased in 2008. 

Since then, according to sources who
asked to remain unnamed because they were
not directly involved in the process, the
county has received two offers of properties
for sale, one at the west end of the village
and one east of Gilbert’s Corner.  They have
also received three offers to purchase the

county property.  Lewis Rauch, Director of
the Loudoun County Office of Construction
and Waste Management, confirmed the
receipt of offers for the two alternative sites,
but preferred not to go into details because
the Board had not yet been briefed.   

according to Rauch, he has sent a memo
to the county administrator requesting the
item’s placement on a future Board meeting
agenda.  With the Board in recess, such pres-
entation will likely not occur until the fall.
according to Rauch, “Once we have direc-
tion from the Board, we will do a public
input session, but we need direction from the
Board.”    

None of this had anything to do with
Sowa, her experience, or her doctor’s opin-
ion about the timing of her rescuers.  When
Clarke made her January motion, she stated,
that the new search would “be a public
process which is different from what the
Board has engaged in the past with respect to
this particular facility.”  However, she chose
not to publicly disclose the generous cam-
paign contributions – $2,990 – she received
from opponents of the original replacement
site.  

Campaign finance records posted on the
Virginia Public access Project and the Fed-
eral election Commission websites indicate
that neither donor had previously written a
check for a local or state election.  One donor
appears never to have written a campaign
check before his donation to Clarke; most of
the other donor’s prior campaign contribu-
tions were to his law firm’s political action
committee.  

Clarke and her donors insist that alterna-
tive sites for the firehouse exist and that the
community was not invited to participate in
the first process.  However, history suggests
otherwise.  according to a presentation

Critical Fire Station Location Being
Revisited ... Again

Continued on page 13

“Although the prior Board authorized the
purchase of a station site on the eastern

edge of the village behind the state weigh
station in 2008 and invested some $250,000

of county funds in sitework plus another
$430,000 in architectural and engineering
plans, the new Board voted for a do-over.” 

Continued on page 12

Continued on facing page
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Loudoun residents that he worked with are

after him and that he needs to raise money

to defend himself.  This is a disgusting lie and

is an insult to the people of Leesburg whom

Mr. Reid supposedly represents.

Ken is asking for sympathy letters to the edi-

tor in his behalf. I suggest people use their

letters to instead ask these very crucial ques-

tions. Those who will profit will pay they say.

1.)  If the Williams Purple Tax District is going

to pay all Metro costs, why cap it at 20

cents/100?

2.)  Will you collect money from the Williams

Purple Tax District to pay for the roads and

schools and utilities that will come with the

Metro-related development?

3.)  If you decide to cut the school budget to

help pay for Metro, as Supervisor Buona is

already suggesting, do you really think money

spent on the Metro black hole is good for

your people in Leesburg?

4.  If/when the Williams Purple Tax District

under-produces, will you support a tax on

businesses countywide?

Ken, the new Opt Out is here to stay. If

the Opt Out Group had not stirred aware-

ness of this Metro scheme, the taxpayers

would probably be paying 100%.

Now we are demanding that supervisors

opt out of the optional yearly payments to

Metro and the endless Metro taxes that Ken

himself has said over and over again are

unavoidable.  See Ken Reid’s anti Metro video

on Youtube here:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUcvrPPMO1Y

– David LaRock, Loudoun Opt Out Group

A Town Out Of Control

Dear Editor:

I am still trying wrap my head around

the picture in the paper a few months ago

showing two roundabouts. But, it is true that

the current one lane roundabout at the cor-

ner of Rt. 287 and Main St. is going to be torn

out, and a new two lane roundabout will be

built in mid-September approximately 90 ft.

away paid for by the residents and business-

es of Purcellville. Further investigation con-

firmed that the decision to wait until the

middle of September to begin construction is

the Town's decision alone as this is the town's

project. Virginia Department of Transporta-

tion (VDOT) can only make suggestions, and

comments, but the ultimate decision on the

time frame is made by the town officials.

Over the past five years while attending

town meetings I have constantly heard empty

promises from Mayor Bob Lazaro and most

Council Members about how the building of

the Southern Collector Road (SCR) would

not hurt the Crooked Run Orchard Farm

operations.

Let's fast forward to 2012 and set the

record straight with the truth, the whole

truth, and nothing but the truth. When the

town took over seven acres by "Quick Take"

Condemnation, they took a barn, one third of

their parking spaces for customers, nearly

one hundred fruit bearing trees, a critical

roadway that lead to the back 45 acres, and

removed hundreds of mature canopy trees ...

and this is working with the Browns? The

town did the exact opposite of what most

municipalities do when a business or farm

needs access to their business. It is common

practice for the design and construction

plans to include an easement, and this could

have been done for Sam Brown. Also, in a

meeting with the town this year, Mr. Brown

was told that the SCR construction would

include the closing of his residence and

"honor system" farm store driveway. Is this

working with the Browns?

I find it extremely disturbing that the

road construction will not begin until mid-

September in front of Crooked Run Orchard

and this is the busiest three months of their

business. Also this major construction proj-

ect will begin just as schools open, and our

roads are much busier with commuters.

Surely they could have started the round-

about this summer and been close to com-

pletion before school starts. How much

more poor planning, mean spirited, untruth-

fulness, wasteful spending, and putting families

safety at risk can the residents, and business-

es in and around Purcellville tolerate?The

Town actions are apparent in their utter dis-

regard for the last historic, working farm in

Town. How much concern do you think the

Town will have for Nichols Hardware (100

year old, historic business) and the existing

21st St. businesses when the Town begins the

Letters to the Editor, continued from facing page
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Committees at a Glance

Continued on page 10

Loudoun County
Government Reform Commission

Meeting, June 28, 2012

� Topics:  County Police Force, Loudoun Water
Governance, County Debt Status, Privatization
Update, Year Round Schools

– The commission voted to recommend
that the county not pursue creation of a
police force at this time, but continue to
leave law enforcement activities under the
Sheriff.

– The commission discussed (but
delayed a formal recommendation) whether
all Loudoun Water customers should pay
the same rates.  Dale Hammes, the Direc-
tor of Loudoun Water, informed the com-
mittee that such a change would require
central system customers to subsidize
those on community systems, such as the
Raspberry Falls and Lenah Run communities
by approximately $350,000 to $500,000 per
year.    

– Co-Chair Scott Hamberger presented
an analysis of the county’s debt, concluding
that county staff and past Boards should be
commended for establishing and following a

set of conservative fiscal policies that
enabled the county to maintain its financial
health through the recent “black swan”
event.  The commission recommended that
the Board continue to abide by the county’s
established policies. 

– The commission discussed its sub-
committee’s initial recommendations for
privatization.  The initial focus will be the
Office of Capital Construction and Waste
Management.

– The commission received a report on
the potential for year-round schooling.

Purcellville Town Council
and Planning Commission Joint Public

Hearing, July 19, 2012

� Topic:  Zoning Amendments

– The Purcellville Town Council voted
unanimously to approve two zoning amend-
ments.  One was to allow the addition of a
Brewery, Winery and Distillery as a permit-
ted use in all commercial districts.  The
other was to allow indoor commercial
recreation facilities as a permitted use in
the MC, M1 and CM-1 zoning districts.

Purcellville Town Council
Work Session:  July 24, 2012

� Topic:  “City Status” for Purcellville, zoning
amendments to allow student housing in resi-
dential districts, 

– Councilman Tom Priscilla asked the
town to lobby the Virginia General Assem-
bly to remove the moratorium on city sta-
tus.  (Background: Purcellville gave up the right
to seek "City Status" with the Purcellville Urban
Growth Area Management Plan (PUGAMP).
Now that the County and Town of Purcellville,
at the town's request, are in accord to abolish
the agreement/contract, Purcellville is seeking
city status.  In 2010 one of Purcellville's top
priorities was to look into "City Status.")

– The committee discussed amending
the zoning ordinance to allow for student
homes in residential districts (up to eight
students per house).  Presently, the state
statute allows for no more than three unre-
lated adults living together in one house.
Planning director Patrick Sullivan indicated
that this ordinance would accommodate
the needs of Patrick Henry College (PHC).
Councilman Tom Priscilla said that the ordi-
nance change would be just for PHC stu-
dents.   Mayor Lazaro added that he hoped
that Patrick Henry would not own the
homes because if the college did purchase
the houses it would take them off the tax
rolls.  He also directed staff to investigate
how other college cities address the issue.
Vice Mayor Joan Lehr said that the proper-
ties would be owned by the school and she
did not want to get involved with lease
agreements.

– There was brief discussion about land-
scaping issues along A Street as part of the
Hirst Farm Subdivision incompleted work.
Mayor Lazaro said that the county and
town are working to resolve the issues of

the pond that has to be configured into a
dry pond.  (Background:  The BRL has previ-
ously reported that the Town of Purcellville
failed to secure a performance bond from the
developer.)

Loudoun County
Government Reform Commission

Meeting, July 26, 2012

� Topics:  County Assessor’s Office Reporting
Structure, County Financial Organization, Coun-
ty Debt Policies, Subcommittee Updates

– The commission heard opinions from
the county treasurer, the commissioner of
revenue, the deputy county administrator,
the assessor, and the chief financial officer
regarding the location of the assessor’s
office within the county government struc-
ture and opportunities for streamlining the
financial function for greater efficiency.  Staff
provided benchmarks from five other coun-
ties for the commission’s consideration.

–The commission finalized its recommen-
dation that the Board continue to abide by the
county’s established fiscal policy. 

– Subcommittee 1 presented a video
about Sandy Springs, GA – “the city which
out-sourced its government.”  The subcom-
mittee handed out an initial list of specific
areas to be considered for out-sourcing and
privatization for study by staff.   

– Subcommittee 2 provided updates on
its consideration of the fire and rescue
function, Loudoun Water governance, and
adult day care.  Efforts will be made to final-
ize its reports on these areas for considera-
tion by the full commission at its Septem-
ber meeting.  The subcommittee members
thanked two citizens, Scott Lutz and Cyn-
thia Klebonis, for a memorandum detailing
numerous ways to enhance the transparen-
cy of Loudoun Water. 

Committees at a Glance is a feature of the Blue Ridge Leader informing

our readers about the inner workings of local government and how actions and

decisions impact our everyday lives – from our tax rates to that new

development we see going in down the road.

For this 3rd Edition we discuss recent actions and discussions at the Loudoun

County Government Reform Commission (GRC) and various committees and

actions of the Purcellville Town Council.  (Note:  The Loudoun County Board of

Supervisors established the GRC and appointed its thirteen members on January 3,

2012.  Chairman Scott York, who sponsored the initiative, laid out four goals:  (1)

identify efficiency opportunities; (2) explore innovative ways to lower costs; (3)

consider privatization and outsourcing opportunities; and (4) identify ways to enhance

government transparency, accountability, and customer service.



Shop Local, Shop Old Town Purcellville !
“Shop Local” isn’t just a catch-phrase, you know.  It’s a movement with a sincere message about getting back to what’s real.
It’s a term that challenges people to return to their roots – and the roots of their communities.  The Blue Ridge Leader, still
homegrown and family owned, is proud to be a part of the Shop Local movement in Old Town Purcellville, where we urge every-
one to keep it right here. Where our roots are.P
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The Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers have given
their Rise and Shine scholarship to Hannah Dan-
jou.

Hannah graduated from Woodgrove High
School and will be attending NVCC in the fall. 

Hannah is a clogger who also choreographs,
teaches regularly on the local level and will
teach the BRTC clogging camps again this year. 

Hannah was given the $1,000 scholarship for
her commitment to the performance, promotion
and preservation of america’s traditional dance. 

Blue Ridge Thunder Cloggers was estab-
lished in 1997 to provide a wholesome, family
friendly environment where clogging could be
taught and practiced and to provide traditional
americana entertainment to the community at
large. 

In the past 15 years of its existence, BRTC
has trained over 450 dancers and performed at
more than 350 venues.

Happy Birthday, Mr. Charlie Clark!
Mr. Charlie Clark of Purcellville celebrates

his 105th birthday on august 23rd of this

year. Born in 1907, Mr. Clark is a former

Private First Class in the 3238 Quartermaster

Company of the european Theater during

World War 2.

Rise & Shine
Scholarship 2012

Hannah Danjou

W I L S O N  &  T E A M

ROUND HILL – $665,000
Peaceful country home on 14+ acres!  Spacious room

sizes, hardwood floors, main level master bedroom with
updated bath opens to deck, hot tub, and swimming pool

with pool house.

PAEONIAN SPRINGS – $1,149,000
Luxurious custom home!  Natural setting on 6 + acres

with Gunite pool and manicured lawn.  Dramatic rooms
with high ceilings, arches, and main level master suite. 

HAMILTON – $639,900
Amazing custom home on 3 private acres, hardwood

floors, custom stairs, crown moldings and 3 car garage.
Gourmet kitchen with cherry cabinets, stainless steel

appliances, and granite counter tops.

ROUND HILL – $575,000
Simply Lovely!  Wonderful colonial with formal living and
dining room, library, and large family room with fireplace.
Bright morning room opens to deck overlooking spacious

yard with mature trees. 

Search entire MLS at www.SherryWilson.com

1021 East Main St., Purcellville, VA 20132
Office open 7 days a week. Each office
independently owned and operated.

Call Sherry’s Award-Winning Team at RE/MAX Leaders!

Renovating to serve you
better.  WE ARE OPEN!

Sherry Wilson,

Broker

Sherry Sells Loudoun!

703-777-5153    540-338-6300    800-303-0115

We Have What

You Need!

Planting
Mulching
Weeding

Stonework

Locally
Produced
Topsoil &

Leaf Mulch

18035 Lincoln Rd./Maple Ave., Purcellville
Mon.–Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4

540-338-9118

Sign up for SPECIALS ALERTS at
www.abernethyspencer.com

Seasonal Plants,

Shrubs & Trees

from Loudoun

County’s Oldest

Greenhouse

FEATURED:
Summer Annuals

Perennials
Trees

– By Mark Gunderman

Capital Community Church (CCC)
will conduct its annual Back to School
Prayer Walk on 25 august 2012, at
10:00 a.m.  For the past several years
CCC has prayed for the schools, fami-
lies and surrounding communities
prior to the start of the school year.
Last year CCC covered almost 60 ele-
mentary, middle and high schools and
facilities in various communities and
townships throughout Loudoun Coun-
ty, which encompassed multiplied

thousands of families and tens of thou-
sands of souls.

among the topics for which Capital
Community prayed were, protection
for students and staff of each school
against all forms of harm; strength and
wisdom for faculty and staff members;
a fruitful and productive year for all;
the strengthening of marriages and
families in the surrounding communi-
ties; and restoration of broken homes.
This year CCC would like to invite all
interested churches in Loudoun Coun-

ty to join in as the body of Christ for
this year's walk.  If you would like to
have your church participate, please
contact CCC Prayer Coordinator
Samantha Francis at Sfrancis@Capi-
talCommunity.org.stripped in.

Town staff confirmed the Septem-
ber time frame with the Blue Ridge
Leader, but would not discuss the
details of whether or not the round-
about would initially open as one or
two lanes.

Back to School Prayer Walk August 25
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Visit our website for details on

Summer Camps in August
Coming soon: Partnering with

Fielder’s Choice in Purcellville

GET YOUR FREE SPEED PASS ONLINE – GOOD FOR
ONE FREE TRAINING SESSION

BUILDING CHARACTER THROUGH SPORTS

LOCATIONS:  GAINESVILLE, STERLING & MANASSAS

www.houseofspeed.com/northernvirginia
866-806-5817
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The town of Leesburg has received pre-
clearance from the U.S. Department of Justice
to move elections for town offices from May
to November. 

The Justice Department’s action was taken
under Section 5 of the Voting Rights act of
1965, to move town elections for mayor and
council from May to November in even-num-
bered years, and for the elections to continue
to be nonpartisan.

In November 2011, a referendum to move

Town of Leesburg elections from May to
November was passed by Leesburg voters.  In
March 2012, the Virginia General assembly
approved an amendment to the Leesburg
Town Charter, changing the date of town elec-
tions.  Senator Mark Herring and Delegate
Randy Minchew sponsored the Leesburg
Town Charter amendment.  In May 2012, the
Town submitted the approved Town Charter
amendment to the U.S. Department of Justice
for pre-clearance.

Woodgrove Announces “Fore the
Wolverines” Charity Golf Classic

The Woodgrove Wolverine
athletic Booster Club
(WWaBC) has announced the
date for their Fall 2012 Golf
Tournament.

The “Fore the Wolverines”
Charity Golf Classic will be held
at Stoneleigh Golf and Country
Club on Monday, September 17,
2012.  Proceeds from the tourna-
ment funds WWaBC sponsored
senior scholarships.  This year, the inaugural
golf tournament enabled the WWaBC to
award $1000 scholarships to nine well deserv-
ing Wolverine senior students.

Woodgrove High School would like to con-
gratulate 2012’s “Fore the Wolverine” schol-
arship recipients: Lydia Cromwell, ellen

Fuller, Brad Gilson, Lisa Hemphill, Dane
Mullins, Meg Nelis, Matt Reed, Caroline
Vangsnes, and Brendan Wells.  Please come
out and support the Wolverines at Stoneleigh
on September 17.

For more information, please contact Jan
Lokie at seminole84@aol.com.

WWW.DOMINIONACADEMY.NETWWW.DOMINIONACADEMY.NET

Now Enrolling
Christian K-8 ProgramChrist   

o  N
rtian K-8 P
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ammaogrrarrogr
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Leesburg Will Move Town Elections
from May to November 



– By andrea Gaines

With dramatic coloring – and a body
almost like an oversized parakeet – the amer-
ican Kestrel is one of the most exotic birds
you will see in Loudoun County.

That perfectly shaped aviator you see on a
passing telephone wire just might be a kestrel
... so slow down, pull over to the side and take
a good look.  Is it relatively small?  Does it
have a distinctively small curved beak?  Does
it have dark markings and dots on its head
and breast area and a pretty grayish head?
Does it have short cropped wings?   Does it
look like it is about to take off like a rocket
after something?

Kestrels are small, open-land falcons –
perhaps the most common diurnal (daytime)
raptors (hawks, owls, falcons, etc.) in North
america.

While declining according to recent local
bird counts, the american Kestrel is still a
fairly easy bird to find in appropriate habitat.
but, many suspect that it is in a long-term
decline in northern Virginia.

The loss of open habitat from human
development and the natural reforestation of
former agricultural areas may contribute to
this.  But, kestrels also face competition from
native birds such as the Cooper’s Hawk.  all
time highs for Cooper’s and all time lows for
kestrels seem to correlate ...

Populations of the american Kestrel also
may be affected by a scarcity of nest sites. 

The
Kestrel is a
“secondary cavi-
ty nester” which nests
in holes in trees, rock cavi-
ties, and crevices in cliffs, as well
as artificial nest boxes and even small
spaces in buildings.  (Leave these spaces
undisturbed!)

The number of suitable breeding cavities
limits the breeding density of the american
Kestrel, and the availability of secondary nest
sites.

Both sexes of the american Kestrel are
easily identified by the thick, vertical black
streaks behind and in front of their white
cheeks, or “mustache” marks, but they also
have a much less noticeable black spot behind
each back mustache mark, toward the rear of
the rufus (redish) nape.

These black spots resemble a pair of eyes
(ocelli, or false eyes) when the bird is viewed
either from the rear or from the front when
the head of the bird is bent over working on
prey.  The american Kestrel’s habit of bob-
bing its head may help make its neck spots
look even more elastic, except perhaps to a
voracious Cooper’s Hawk which has other-
wise identified it by its prominent “mus-
tache” marks or otherwise!
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American Kestrel
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regularly with representatives from local
food banks and pantries for updates on dona-
tion needs, is constantly encouraging civic
organizations, businesses and schools to hold
food drives, especially in the spring and sum-
mer when donations drop off dramatically.

Wolf also had language inserted in the fis-
cal year 2012 spending bill that funds the
Department of agriculture to allow public
schools to donate unused food after learning
many school districts were not donating

excess food out of concern they were not
covered under the Good Samaritan act,
which protects donors who give to food
banks in good faith from all liability.  Wolf’s
language amends the law that created the
national school lunch program that provides
free or low-cost lunches to needy children to
ensure schools are covered under the Good
Samaritan act. For more information on
Rep. Wolf’s efforts to fight hunger, visit
wolf.house.gov.

unnecessary construction project down-

town for the benefit of their newly crowned

developers’ "Tourist District" project? How

will the 21st Street-Old Town businesses

survive when there is no access to their

stores for months? Does the Town care?

The Developer?

Did anyone even stop once to think

about the safety of our children in planning

the deconstruction of the current round-

about, and construction of the new round-

about in the middle of September when the

corner will be filled with precious cargo on

hundreds of school buses? Why not? 

– Kelli Grim, Purcellville

Great Food and Wine Festival

Dear Editor:

I wouldlike to congratulate the Town of

Purcellville for an excellent event last Satur-

day.  The Old Town Wine and Food Festival

demonstrated a big commitment in time and

energy by the town elected officials and

staff, in co-operation with many local mer-

chants and all of the sponsors and vendors,

to the success of this endeavor.   The eco-

nomic vitality of Purcellville's historic down-

town was well displayed to many residents

and new visitors.   This exciting festival was

extremely well planned, well organized, well

executed, and well attended.  The weather

cooperated as well as it could, and it looked

to me like everyone who showed up had a

great time!  Thanks a lot to everyone who

participated, including musicians, wineries,

food vendors, the police department, the

volunteer rescue squad, shops, restaurants,

guests, all the many volunteers who made it

possible and everyone else who helped, and

let's do it again soon!

– Robert Lauten, Chairman, Purcellville Eco-

nomic Development Advisory Committee         

Letters to the Editor, continued page 5

Wild­Loudoun
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One hundred years after the Titanic sank
to the bottom of the ocean, Dr. Robert Bal-
lard, a life scout and a world renowned
oceanographer responsible for discovering
the legendary ship, has invited an eagle
Scout and future leader in marine archaeolo-
gy to explore the mysteries of the Black Sea.

alex Overman, an Old Dominion gradu-
ate from Hamilton, has been selected as the
eagle Scout argonaut to accompany Dr.
Ballard’s team aboard exploration Vessel
Nautilus from July 24 – 26. The opportunity
has been made available through the Nation-
al eagle Scout association, the Boy Scouts
of america’s science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STeM) initiative, and
Ballard’s JaSON Project. 

The JaSON Project, managed by Nation-
al Geographic Society and Sea Research
Foundation, was founded by Ballard and is
an internationally acclaimed, exploration-
based program that links students – inside
the classroom and out – to real science and

scientists through tech-
nology intensive, inquiry
based curricular experi-
ences. JaSON’s National
argonaut program has
provided hands-on, sci-
entific fieldwork to more
than 400 competitively
selected students world-
wide.  

Overman was award-
ed the scholarship for his
interest and university studies in oceanogra-
phy, his commitment to a career in the
industry, and for his short essay explaining
why he should be selected as the eagle
Scout argonaut.  NeSa and the BSa spon-
sored the trip in celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the eagle Scout award and in
keeping with the organization’s focus on the
importance of incorporating STeM into its
current advancement programs.

Before joining the expedition in Istanbul,

Proffers, continued from page 5

alex Overman

Scout Heading to Black Sea With
World Renowned Oceanographer

Closing Exercises at Loudoun Country
Day School, Class of 2012

Continued on page 18

Twenty-seven students received their cer-
tificates of graduation in front of proud par-
ents, teachers, and friends at the 58th Closing
exercises of Loudoun Country Day School
on Friday, June 8.

In his opening remarks, headmaster Dr.
Randy Hollister welcomed all in attendance.
Mark Rossi, chairman of the Board of
Trustees, also welcomed all guests.  Dr. Hol-

lister celebrated each graduate with a person-
al tribute, a traditional part of each gradua-
tion ceremony.  after an address by Class of
2012 student council President Chris Miller
and several musical selections, Board Chair-
man Rossi and Dr. Hollister presented each
student with his or her certificate. 

Nick Fouty received the Philip e. duPont

Continued on page 27

ed approximately half of the foundation’s oper-
ating income with grants and donations provid-
ing the other half.  Even with lowered debt
service and operating expenses, the loss of sig-
nificant rental revenue, combined with the
need to provide substantial rental subsidies for
Levis House residents, resulted in a projected
operating deficit in the 2011 budget.  Funds
from the sale of Llewellyn Village Apartments
were expected to cover that deficit.  

A third intended benefit was the creation of
an on-going revenue source for the foundation.
The LIHTC program authorizes the payment
of a developer fee, asset management fees, and
management fees.  Rental income in excess of
any loans is distributed between the partners.
While the program regulates the size of fees
that any entity can receive for its role, the rev-
enue stream can still be meaningful.  In the case

of Shreveport Ridge, it appears that key partic-
ipants will share more than $7 million in vari-
ous fees, operating revenues and other outlays.
(See Chart 1)

In addition, WHF-III, Inc., MARG Rural, LLC,
and the investor syndicate will share in any rev-
enues received at the end of 30 years from any
switch to market rate rental units, the conver-
sion of rental units to condominiums, or the
sale of the entire property.  While the Founda-
tion would have a first refusal on any sale, ques-
tions relating to whether they would take
advantage of that right or how they would
finance such purchase went unanswered.

As with any investment, there is a potential
downside.  The county’s average median
income might decrease rather than increase
leading to a decrease in rents or operating
expenses might rise faster and higher than

recent rates of inflation.  Almost all of this risk
is borne by MARG Rural, LLC and its affiliates.

What does the county receive?  A March
2012 memo from Kim Hart to the Board of
Supervisors provided a list of benefits to the
county.  The second table compares the
requirement of the proffer with the Windy Hill
proposal.  (See Chart 1)

In addition, Brambleton has agreed to assist
Windy Hill with architecture and engineering
costs and will build a number of shared com-
munity facilities, including a swimming pool.

Clearly, there are benefits to the county in
terms of the “green” construction, the report-
ing, the number of handicapped accessible units
to be provided, and the length of the commit-
ment.  Though, as Hart notes in his memo, the
30-year commitment is not discretionary on
the part of Windy Hill, but a requirement of the
LIHTC program.  

No one seems to doubt that the county
needs a larger supply of affordable housing for
its residents whose income falls substantially
below the average median.  The question is the
means by which that supply is created.

Congress approved the use of tax credits
for low income housing in 1986, indicating their
belief that encouraging the private sector to
expand the nation’s stock of low-income hous-
ing (as opposed to direct investment of feder-
al funds) outweighed the resulting loss of tax

revenue.  Windy Hill’s leveraging of the pro-
gram to build such housing in Loudoun Coun-
ty is in keeping with Congress’ expectations
and has the potential to fund future affordable
housing projects.

The question as iterated in Part 1, is the
appropriateness of the Windy Hill / Bramble-
ton model, in which the developer who has
already received financial benefits from the
County and taxpayers for their promise to
produce affordable housing, receives cash from
sale of land to a third-party who agrees to take
on the financial risk of the project. 

In March, as the Board discussed whether to
approve WHDC’s request that the county sub-
mit various letters of support for its LIHTC
application, a majority of the Board, including
Scott York (R - At-Large) and Janet Clarke (R -
Blue Ridge) did not seem unduly bothered by
this question.

However, Suzanne Volpe (R-Algonkian)
raised this very question.  In response to her
concerns, County Attorney Jack Roberts stat-
ed, “The proffers don’t dictate how the Devel-
oper implements the proffers.  It sets a require-
ment – this road has to be in there, affordable
housing units have to be done by a certain
point in time…We don’t look at how they
accomplish it, just that they do accomplish it.”

Next month:  The Proffer Question

Source of Funds Amount Recipient

Density bonus for ADU proffer Brambleton

Land Sale $2.45 million Brambleton

Development Fee $1,965,480 WHDC
REBJ

Management Fee Approx. $1 million TM Associates
over 15 years Management, a corporate

affiliate of REBJ

Syndication Fee 5–15% of the total tax Boston Capital
credit value (approx.
$715,000 to $2 million)

Tax Credits $14.25 million in federal Corporate Investors
tax credits over a 10-year
period in return for an
up-front investment of
approx. $13.5 million 

Annual Asset Management Fee Approx. $133,000 Boston Capital
over 15 years

Partnership Management Fee Approx. $133,000 over WHF-III, Inc. (wholly-
over 15 years owned subsidiary of 

WHF) & MARG Rural,
LLC (affiliate of REBJ &
TM Asso.)

Net Revenue Allocation Approx. $1.2 million WHF-III, Inc.,
MARG Rural, LLC
Corporate investors

Chart 1

Proffer Requirement WH Proposal

Length of Commitment 20 years 30 years

Qualifying Income < 60% of median income 40-50% of median
income

Handicapped Accessible 5 units 34

“Green” Construction No Yes

Reporting Annual report submitted by Annual inspection by 
building owner VHDA and independent 

audit 

Priority to Current County Priority given to referrals Yes
Residents from County wait list (if

any) or by qualifying income

Chart 2
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Aldie Fire Station, continued from page 4

Roundabout, continued from page 1

delivered by county staff to the Board of
Supervisors in September 2011, the search for
a new site began in the spring of 2007.  Over
the next eighteen months, county staff consid-
ered 20 properties without success.  In fact,
several of the properties proposed by oppo-
nents had already been considered and reject-
ed by county staff.

In some cases, the landowner was unwill-
ing to sell (county policy prefers to avoid con-
demnation if a willing seller can be found and
rejects outright the condemnation of property
if the property is in use as a residence).  In
other cases, environmental factors, such as
steep slopes (aldie is at the bottom of the Bull
Run Mountains) or floodplain (aldie sits
directly on the Little River) eliminated a prop-
erty from consideration.   In other cases, road
and traffic conditions were either unsafe or
would overly delay the company’s response
times in its primary service area.   When the
Little River estates developer offered to sell
the county one or more lots, staff and the
Board quickly agreed to purchase two lots at
the development’s entrance, just behind the
Route 50 weigh station.   

It is clear from public records that the devel-
oper was already facing financial difficulties
when he made his offer to the county.  The
extent of those difficulties was reinforced
when a creditor of the developer contacted the
Board of Supervisors just after the county’s
public announcement of the purchase, seeking
confirmation of the sales price and closing
date.  at the time of the county’s purchase,
only two lots had been sold to homebuyers,
and only one of those sales had closed prior to
the county’s purchase.  Thereafter, the devel-
oper’s bank foreclosed on the unsold lots.

Based on legal filings, it does not appear
that the developer ever informed his cus-
tomers of his decision to sell two lots at the
cul-de-sac’s entrance for the construction of a
firehouse nor does it appear that the home-
buyers undertook independent research to
investigate purchasers of the adjoining lots.  

With regards to statements by Clarke and
others, that there was no public process, for-
mer Blue Ridge Supervisor Jim Burton com-
mented that there was no one living on the
neighboring lots and no one but the develop-
er to ask for input.  Input from the existing
aldie community had been solicited at the
beginning of the site selection process
through the volunteers.  The received mes-
sage, according to statements made by staff in
both public and private meetings before and
after the purchase, had been to find a site
within the village, or at least no further east
than the intersection with Route 15.  This was
confirmed by the president of the aldie vol-
unteer company, Bernie Boteler.

according to the September 2011 presen-
tation, the two lots purchased by the county
met all of the criteria established by the aldie
volunteer company, the county’s professional
fire & rescue staff, the engineers, and the
Board.  The property was west of Gilbert’s
Corner, on ground that was relatively flat yet
high enough to avoid the frequent flooding
experienced by the current station.  There was
easy access to Route 50.  There was a willing
seller and a price, which while high compared
to the properties’ assessed value, was still
within budget.

The criteria in the current search remain
the same – with one exception.  Despite the
desires of the volunteers and the recommen-

dations of county fire and rescue staff that the
new firehouse be located west of Gilbert’s
Corner, the search area was expanded to
include properties east of Gilbert’s Corner.

Boteler stated that the volunteers are very
concerned about a site east of Gilbert’s Cor-
ner and the impact it would have on the com-
pany’s ability to respond to its core communi-
ty. Does Sowa believe that she would still be
alive today if the emergency team had come
from a site east of Gilbert’s Corner?  “No,
never,” she exclaimed.

as for a property on the western edge of
the village, the county’s mapping system
indicates that any property of 5 or more acres
will have environmental or topographical
challenges:  wetlands, floodplain, sharp
grades.  Overcoming such challenges typical-
ly carries a significant price tag.   

Should the Board decide to move forward
with an alternative site, it must write off the
approximately $250,000 spent in sitework on
the original site.  However, according to
Rauch, his staff hopes to recycle much of the
building design work prepared for the origi-
nal site despite the substantial tailoring under-
taken to meet the neighbors’ requests.  

Such a decision will also continue to delay
the station’s construction, as sitework on a
new site is undertaken, land use applications
are filed with the county’s building and devel-
opment department, and bids for construction
are solicited.  Given that the September 2011
presentation and earlier documents indicate
that the current station fails to meet standard
county requirements for public safety opera-
tions, this leaves professional fire and rescue
staff and volunteers to continue operating in
substandard conditions for as long as another

24 to 36 months.  The alternative, according
to a member of the county’s Fire and Rescue
Department, is to renovate the existing fire-
house or implement some other stopgap
measure.  This, too, has a price tag. 

One decision has been made, however,
with another pending.  In 2011, the opponents
of the site filed lawsuits against the county
and the developer.  They also sued their
neighbors down the street, whose houses,
built by the company that purchased the lots
from the bank, were smaller and less expen-
sive.  Plaintiffs argued that a fire house and
the half-million dollar homes of their neigh-
bors were inappropriate based on the
covenants the sales agent showed them.  That
the developer never legally filed these
covenants was irrelevant to both plaintiffs
and the circuit court judge, who ruled in their
favor.  Still, even as they directed staff to sell
the existing two lots and begin the site search
anew, the Board directed the County attorney
to file an appeal with the Virginia Supreme
Court.  as of July 18, the court had not yet
indicated it would hear the county’s appeal.

What happens if the county wins its appeal
and successfully sells the property, but fails to
find an economically viable site?  Clarke did
not respond to either email or telephone
inquiries for this story.  Not having been
invited to participate in the new search, Botel-
er referred this question to the county’s Fire
& Rescue Department.  County staff prefers
not to dwell on such possibility either on or
off the record.  Joyce Sowa considers most of
this irrelevant.  She, like most county resi-
dents, just wants to know that emergency
services will always be close at hand.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

DON’T 
DRINK  

&DRIVE.
101 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 20175

703.777.6535    703.777.6963 fax    bwilliams@barbaraswilliams.com

BarbaraSWilliams.com

WE PROMOTE SAFETY.  HELP US KEEP THE WORLD A SAFER PLACE.

patterns that involve roundabouts.
Because of that, the Virginia Department of

Transportation (VDOT) has recommended to
the town to open the roundabout as a one lane
road when the projected is first completed,
allowing motorists to safely adjust to the
change.  Single lane roundabouts in a new
location are easier for motorists to negotiate.
a second lane could then be striped in.

Town staff confirmed the September time
frame with the Blue Ridge Leader, but would
not discuss the details of whether or not the
roundabout would initially open as one or two
lanes.

Location of

current

roundabout

Location

of new

roundabout

Harris
Teeter

Business
7

Rt. 287

Southern
Collector Road



atio Outdoor Dining Guide
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Outdoor dining is a pleasure whether you

choose cafes in historic towns, lunch or

dinner in a quaint village or visit a farm or inn on one

of our back country roads.  Wherever you go, good

food, delicious local wines and distinctive patio

pleasures will follow!Pleasures

Tues. – Sun., 11am – Until we are out ... or 9pm

Closed Monday

540.751.1145 – www.MarketBurger.net

145 West Main Street, PuRCeLLviLLe

Tues. – Thurs. 11am – 8pm

Fri. 11am – 4pm & Sat. 5pm – 9pm

Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm

Closed Monday

13 East Broad Way, LoveTTSviLLe

540.822.3008 – www.MarketTableBistro.com 

The Beautiful South

17416 Hamilton Station Road, Hamilton, vA 20158

www.BeautifulSouthDining.com

RESERvATIONS: 540 338-7335, or

reservations@beautifulsouthdining.com

Spacious Patio ... Continental Cuisine

& Regional Specialties ... Live

Entertainment on Weekends

Our

is open!

620 West Main Street, Purcellville (540) 338-7072 or (540) 338-3227
Mon.– Thurs. 11am–9pm, Fri.–Sat. 11am–10pm, Sun. 12 noon–8pm

NewPatio

Come enjoy!

Valid thru august 31, 2012.  One coupon per
table.  Not valid with any other offers.



– By John P. Flannery

When word got around that Russell Baker,
who twice won the Pulitzer Prize for his writ-
ing, for commentary and then biography, was
going to speak at St James Church in
Lovettsville, neighbors reached for their book
shelf copies of “Growing Up,” Baker’s mem-
oir, hoping to get his autograph and to hear
from the man who wrote how three strong
women helped him “amount to something.”

Charles Kaiser, an author, former New York
Times reporter, Wall St. Journal columnist,
and close friend, said of Russell, “he’s a
national treasure.” 

Tom Bullock, President of the Lovettsville
Historical Society, said he wished "the media
today would allow people to be creative and
write a good and thorough story."

after serving as a police reporter for the
Baltimore Sun, Russell joined the Washington
Bureau of the New York Times to cover Wash-
ington, the White House and presidential poli-
tics.  His by-line appeared over more than
4,000 “Observer” columns (three a week for
the New York Times) with his signature brand
of humor (one collection of columns is titled,
“No Cause for Panic.”)  Russell wrote mar-
velous “treatments” of noteworthy books (for
the New York Review of Books) (refusing to
say they were “reviews” – as he thought it
unseemly to dispose critically of an author’s
long hard work at writing in a 4,000-word
review) ( “Looking Back – Heroes, Rascals,

and Other Icons of the american Imagina-
tion,” contains several of his outstanding
“reviews”).  Not to be outdone by Benjamin
Franklin, there is a “Poor Russell’s almanac”
with many marvelous observations such as,
“The dirty work at political conventions is
almost always done in the grim hours between
midnight and dawn.  Hangmen and politicians
work best when the human spirit is at its low-
est ebb.”  

a close friend, art Buchwald, wrote a
tongue-in-cheek blurb for one of Russell’s
books: “I refuse to say a nice thing about Russ
Baker.  I have no intention of helping him get
ahead in this world.”

Baker once described Murray Kempton as a
“writer” and “not a plain reporter,” and a “man
learned in history, acrobatic in grammar,
skilled in irony and willing to use it” and able
to “laugh at the pretensions of his own trade.”
Baker could have been writing about himself

– By amy Smith

On June 28, 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in a landmark decision, that  the Patient
Protection and affordable Care act (aCa)
including the provision that most americans
carry health insurance or pay a penalty, is con-
stitutional.

The aCa, signed into law in 2010, made
sweeping reforms to health-care coverage in
the United States. Many provisions of the law
have already taken effect. a number of other
provisions are scheduled to take effect in sub-
sequent years, including the requirement that
most americans and legal residents have qual-
ifying health insurance (exceptions apply) or
pay a penalty in the form of a tax.  Here’s a
summary of some of the important provisions
that are already in place, and those that are on
the way by 2014.  In effect now:
• Children can no longer be denied insurance

coverage because of pre-existing condi-
tions;

• Payment of $250 rebate to Medicare Part D
beneficiaries subject to the coverage gap
(beginning January 1, 2010) and gradually
reducing the beneficiary coinsurance rate
in the coverage gap form 100 percent to 25
percent by 2020;

• Insurers will not be able to impose lifetime
caps on insurance coverage;

• all plans offering dependent coverage will
be required to allow children to remain
under their parent’s plan until age 26;

• Insurers cannot cancel or deny coverage if
you are sick except in cases of fraud; and

• adults with pre-exist-
ing conditions will be
able to buy coverage
from temporary high-
risk pools until 2014,
when coverage can-
not otherwise be denied for pre-existing
conditions.
Key provisions effective on or before

January 1, 2014:
• Increasing the medical expense income tax

deduction threshold to 10 percent from the
current 7.5 percent (January 1, 2013);

• Increasing the Medicare Part a tax rate by
0.9 percent on wages over $200,000 for
individuals ($250,000 for married couples)
and assessing a new 3.8 percent tax on
some or all of the net investment income
for these higher-income individuals (Janu-
ary 1, 2013);

• all americans must carry health insurance
or face a penalty (in the form of a tax) of up
to 2.5 percent of household income on
individuals with exceptions for economic
hardship, religious beliefs, and other situa-
tions (January 1, 2014);

• adults with pre-existing conditions cannot
be denied coverage or have their insurance
cancelled due to pre-existing conditions
(January 1, 2014);

• a requirement that states establish an
american Health Benefit exchange that
facilitates the purchase of qualified health
plans and includes an exchange for small
businesses (January 1, 2014);

Amy V. Smith’s Money Talks
What Does the Supreme Court Ruling on the

Health-Care Reform Law Mean for You?

Continued on page 29

Continued on page 18
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Russell Baker – All Grown Up

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ST EALRE
DLOUin 

COMM
 

 
 

 
 

AUCTIONE TAATSTTA
COUNTOUND

UIL BCIALERCOMM
 

 
 

 
 

AUCTION
!!A, V VAYY, VCOUNT

G INDUIL
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

t of Downtown Purcellville, VearHin the 
istoric H

ain M142 East 
11:00 

aturdayS

 

 
 

 
 

t of Downtown Purcellville, V
ommercial Building Cistoric 

t., Purcellville, VSain 
 EasternAM11:00 

, ayy, ugust 25  A

 

 
 

 
 

. A   cellville, V    VA
ommercial Building 

 20132A e, V  VA
 Eastern

ugust 25, 2012

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

nly $200K O

t of Downtown Purcellville, VearHin the 

 

 
 

 
 

ting Bid!!tarSnly $200K 

t of Downtown Purcellville, V

 

 
 

 
 

ting Bid!!

. A   cellville, V    VA

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 ou  TTour: ty operPrroper

All Pre-A

 

 
 

 
 ugust 12 @ 1pm.A, undayy, Sour: 

uction Bids are WA

 

 
 

 
 ugust 12 @ 1pm.

elcome!!   W   Welcome!!

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NICHOLLSAUCTION.COM

(703) 303-4760 for more information
Please contact 

 

 
 

 
 

NICHOLLSAUCTION.COM

(703) 303-4760 for more information
raig Damewood CPlease contact 

 

 
 

 
 

NICHOLLSAUCTION.COM

(703) 303-4760 for more information
at raig Damewood 

 

 
 

 
 



On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Todaypage 16 August 2012

atio

Outdoor Dining

Guide, continued

P
Pleasures

Velocity FiVe lansdowne

Sports Restaurant

Open Daily 11am – 2am
Indoor & Outdoor Seating

19286 Promenade Drive, Leesburg, vA 20176

571-333-4747

www.velocity5.com

Celebrants

at the Loudoun

County Fair ...

a good time was

had by all! 
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Of Lilies ... Toads ... & Gardening Friends

August 2012 Blue Ridge LeADeR & Loudoun Today

– By Donna Williamson

august is an interesting
time in the garden. Fall veg-
gies can be planted, taking
advantage of the warm,
sunny days to get young
plants going. Kale, spinach,
lettuces (leaf lettuces with-
stand frosts better than head
lettuce varieties), cabbage,
pansies for winter color
(unless you have deer), and
peas will all enjoy a warm
start and the cool temps that
follow.

It’s also a time of ripen-
ing – tomatoes, peppers,
figs, and raspberries are all
delicious. Fruit on dog-
woods and viburnums is
ready for the birds. Some
perennials and woody plants
can get moved around as the
nights cool.

This year the dahlias have been spectacu-
lar in my garden and I hope in yours. I’m
looking forward to Bob Wollam’s Dahlia
Festival on September 23-24 in Jeffersonton
just south of Warrenton. Bob has eleven
acres in flowers for his cut flower business
and it’s open for walking around during this
open house. Such fun! So many different
kinds of beautiful flowers! and Bob is a
fountain of good information. (www.wol-
lamgardens.com)

and that reminds me ... I have gotten such
wonderful information from fellow garden-
ers.  Talking to each other about good plants
and the lousy ones, of great varieties for our
climate and those that give up too easily is
an excellent way to learn to be a good gar-
dener.

Bob Wollam told me that the toad lily
(Tricyrtus spp.) ‘Sinome’ was the best one
for our hot climate and has performed beau-
tifully for him. There are many varieties
available and most that I have grown get
scorched leaves and generally look tatty by
the time they bloom in September. Not

‘Sinome’. It’s elegant, flowers beautifully,
and no scorch. 

My dear friend, Kathy, told me about the
autumn coral bells (Heuchera villosa) as
good performers one year when I was com-
plaining about the short, woody lives of typ-
ical coral bells. It now turns out that breed-
ers have been using Heuchera villosa as a
parent for some delightful varieties like
‘Caramel’ and they are solid performers in
the garden, just as she said.

Catalogs and gardening magazines are no
longer places to get good plant information
like this. They have been taken over by the
marketing people. But your gardener friends
– priceless!

Donna Williamson is a master gardener, gar-
den designer, and garden coach. She has
taught gardening and design classes at the
State Arboretum of Virginia, Oatlands in
Leesburg, and Shenandoah University.
Author of The Virginia Gardener's Compan-
ion: An Insider's Guide to Low-Maintenance
Gardening in Virginia, contact Donna at
dwfinegardening.com, 540-877-2002.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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Greater Loudoun Babe Ruth 13U All
Stars are the District 8 Champs

2013 World Series Host Team Tryouts
August 11 and 12

“Loudoun Is
Learning” With
Great Back to
School Tools 
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– By Renee Ventrice

The Greater Loudoun Babe Ruth 13U
all Stars are the District 8 Champions.
The GLBR "LoCos" shut out their oppo-
nents scoring 32 unanswered runs in the
District tournament: 17-0 vs. Stafford, 7-0
vs. Manassas and 8-0 in a rematch against
Stafford.

The LoCos kept their cool playing in
record heat and humidity, with impressive
focus and hard work. a speedy, accurate
outfield turned potential doubles into outs
at second base. Double plays, athletic
catches and solid teamwork in the infield
kept their opponents from reaching third
base in almost every inning.  The perform-
ances from the mound were spectacular,
with strike out after strike out.

The 2013 World Series Host Team Try-
outs will be held on aug. 11 and 12 with
make-up dates of aug. 14 and 18 at Franklin
Park, Fields 4 & 5.

Dates and Times
Saturday, aug. 11: 2-4 pm
Sunday, august 12: 2-4 pm

Make Up Dates:
Tuesday, aug. 14: 6-8 pm
Saturday, aug. 18: 10-Noon

Players should attend both tryout dates
on august 11 & 12 or a combination of two
tryouts with the second date being one of the
make up dates. any questions should be
emailed to DMCommittee@GLBR.org.

Back row left to right: Coach Dan Sullivan,
Hunter Gore,  Curt Doescher,  Jake Wernle,
Jacob Hand,  Dominick Marinelli,  Lawton
Riggs,  Bryce Pearson, Coach Mike Marinelli.
Front row left to right: Joey Skov, Carsten
Wahl,  Ryan Studebaker, Danny Sullivan,
Hunter Keim,  Gino Ventrice,  Sean Clark,
Coach Mike Keim.

Russell Baker, continued from page 15
although Kaiser said, “the difference is you
always knew what Baker meant.”

Russell got to comment on British mores as
the host of Masterpiece Theater (succeeding
alistair Cook); he confesses, however, that he
thought some friend was playing a joke when
he was first invited to take on the assignment.

The golden thread weaving through what
Russell has said and done is an elegant and
honest telling of the stories that make a life.

In his memoir, “Growing Up,” Russell
describes how his mother was after him to
decide what he’d become. 

When he was 11, he showed her a composi-
tion he’d written and she said, “maybe you
could be a writer?” 

Russell recalled: “I clasped the idea to my
heart.  I had never met a writer, had shown no
previous urge to write, and hadn’t a notion
how to become a writer, but I loved stories and
thought that making up stories must surely be
almost as much fun as reading them.  Best of
all, though, and what really gladdened my
heart, was the ease of the writer’s life.  Writers
did not have to trudge through the town ped-
dling from canvas bags, defending themselves
against angry dogs, being rejected by surly

strangers.  Writers did not have to ring door-
bells.  So far as I could make out, what writers
did couldn’t even be classified as work.”

ed Spannaus, the Secretary of the
Lovettsville Historical Society, introduced
Russell to the 150 people at St. James Church.
Russell explained how, when he left Mor-
risonville for Lovettsville, “it was like going to
Washington, DC.”  When a cloud of dust was
spotted, you could hear the screen doors slam-
ming, he said, everyone gawking, to see the
passing car.  There was no electricity.  No run-
ning water.  You went to sleep when it was
dark.  You arose when it was light.

Russell read from his writings in a soft,
clear voice, standing upright, tall, his hair
falling light on his forehead, his arms on either
side of the rostrum, animated, not so much
reading it seemed as talking while remember-
ing fresh once again, like it was yesterday,
what it had been like to live a few miles south
of Lovettsville when his mother insisted he
had to make something of himself. 

He signed copies of his memoirs after his
talk.

You just know his mother always knew
Russell would make something of himself.

Scout, continued from page 12
Turkey, Overman will travel to Rhode Island
and Connecticut to tour the University of
Rhode Island’s Inner Space Center and Mys-
tic aquarium’s Ocean exploration Center,
both facilities that Ballard uses in his work.
Overman will act as a mentor to the two high
school-aged argonauts on the trip, which is
in line with the JaSON Project’s and BSa’s
goal of promoting the sciences among high
school-aged youth.

“We are thrilled to welcome alex aboard
the e/V Nautilus this summer,” said Ballard.
“His experience and commitment to STeM
education will be an asset to the expedition
team and his fellow argonauts. as a Life
Scout myself, I look forward to future collab-
orations with the JaSON Project and Boy
Scouts of america’s STeM initiative that
prepare the great scientists and explorers of
tomorrow.”

The STeM initiative gives Scouts an
opportunity to explore relevant occupations
and experiences with the aim of helping
them develop a skill set critical for the com-
petitive world market. In addition to opportu-
nities like the Black Sea expedition, the BSa
has launched the NOVa award program, a
new initiative that encourages all Scouts to
explore the STeM fields. It leverages inter-

active learning opportunities ranging from
exploring the engineering of roller coasters
to finding the trajectory of a true Scouting
staple, the bow and arrow. 

“The Boy Scouts of america is known for
teaching survival skills. Today, STeM is a
survival skill,” said Bob Mazzuca, Chief
Scout executive of the Boy Scouts of amer-
ica. “The BSa has a long-standing commit-
ment to preparing young people for success.
We help them learn beyond the classroom in
ways that are unique, interactive, and a
whole lot of fun.”

“earning my Oceanography [merit] badge
through Scouting and participating in a 100-
day sea voyage with the U.S. Merchant
Marine academy fueled my passion for
studying the sea,” said Overman.  “I can
think of no better opportunity than to learn
from Dr. Ballard’s team and I look forward to
kicking off my career with this once-in-a-
lifetime experience.”

People worldwide can experience the next
generation of deep-sea exploration 24 hours
a day at nautiluslive.org. Overman will par-
ticipate in a live webcast on July 25 from the
e/V Nautilus. Visit jason.org for more infor-
mation and to tune in.

Loudoun Learning is the one and only
educational supply store in the area.  Found-
ed in 2002 it offers educational tools to help
make learning fun and rewarding, and has
created a supportive system for teachers and
parents to shop a variety of award winning
products through a colorful and inviting store
front in Leesburg.

You can find the brads that you need to
make that unique spinner ... flashcards that
range from identifying letters of the alphabet
to chemistry terms ... litmus paper for your
next science experiment ... pattern blocks for
the child interested in designing their own
puzzles ... stickers galore to be used as a
reward or for the avid scrap booker ... work-
books ranging from dot to dot to getting
ready for your GeD test.  For more informa-
tion go to www.loudounlearningcatalog.com.

Butterfly Gourmet – a cool little culinary
spot that opened in Old Town Purcellville
recently – is here to rescue departing college
students from what owner Debra Randazzo
sees as “artificial mac & cheese and overly
salty ramen noodles.”

Butterfly Gourmet is offering a cooking
class geared toward college students – or any
beginning cook – entitled, "Beyond Ramen
Noodles!".

The class, planned for Thursday, aug. 2,
2012 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm will be held
at Butterfly Gourmet shop at 148 North 21st
Street in Purcellville.

It will be led by chef Victoria Cortes and
cover basic food preparation skills – giving
students three or four easy, affordable,
healthful meals they can add to their reper-

toire as they hit their college dorms.
Chef Cortes will demonstrate how to pre-

pare the recipes.  Students will be sampling
everything that is made, as well as taking
printed copies of the recipes home.

Students wishing to shop Butterfly Gour-
met that evening will be given a 10 percent
discount on all merchandise.  Randazzo sug-
gests, “just stop in or call 540-441-7094 to
register.”

The class is $65 if paid in cash or $70 if
using a credit card. Check (and like!) Butter-
fly Gourmet’s Facebook page for menus.  

The next class planned is a Singles cook-
ing class on Sept. 13.  Says Randazzo,
“Come eat, drink and maybe meet someone
special!”

Putting a Little Nutrition in
Back-to-School

It’s Back-to-School Time

Loudoun County

Schools Start Back Up

Monday, August 27th –

remember to keep these

basics in mind ...

� Always stop for school

buses – it’s the law

� At a crosswalk, children

and crossing guards

have the right-of-way

� And, remember, shop

Loudoun County for

back-to-school clothes

and supplies

Plan to re-establish bedtimes routines

at least one week before school starts.

Limit night time electronics use – the

stimulation can affect sleep patterns.

�

�
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Wolf Asks Cuccinelli to Examine Toll
Structure on Greenway

Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th) asked the Vir-
ginia attorney general to have his consumer
protection office examine the toll structure
on the Dulles Greenway. “I believe you have
the ability to give these residents a way to
fight what I call ‘highway robbery,’” Wolf
wrote in a letter today to attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli.  “If there were ever a group
of consumers in need of protection, it is
those who pay the Greenway tolls.”

Wolf, a longtime critic of the TRIP II, the
firm that operates the Greenway, and its for-

eign-based parent company, Macquiare Ltd.,
believes the original state law allowing a pri-
vate corporation to own and operate the
Greenway is flawed because it fails to pro-
tect the consumer.

“When I am in Loudoun County, the tolls
on the Greenway are a recurring issue and a
continual source of aggravation,” Wolf said.
“Peak tolls on the Greenway are as much as
$4.80 for a one-way trip. When this is com-
bined with the tolls on the Dulles Toll Road

Continued on page 27
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Daily Lessons at World Class Training

“Counselor in Training” program for ages 13–16

Get your kids

in school and

on the right

track for

healthy eating

... pack a

healthy lunch

box!

�
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– By Carl Fischer

July 1, 2012, has now
passed, and the new regula-
tions put in place by the
Virginia Real estate Board
(VReB) and through it's
licensing and oversight
arm, the Department of Pro-
fessional and Occupational Regulation
(DPOR) are now the law of the land.

So from this date forward, when you
engage for the first time aNY licensed real
estate agent or broker here in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, be prepared to declare
how you would like him to provide services

for you. You have three choices:
1) as a STaNDaRD aGeNT, who has the

normal and usual responsibilities to rep-
resent you as in the past.  But he may
also have additional duties which you
and he must agree to, in writing; or

2) as a LIMITeD SeRVICe aGeNT, (for-
merly a limited service representative),
who acts for or represents a client with
respect to real property containing from
one to four residential units, pursuant to
a brokerage agreement that specifies that
he will NOT PROVIDe one or more of
the duties set forth in a specific list item-
izing such services; or

3) as an INDePeNDeNT CONTRaC-

TOR, whose role in NOT that of an
agent, but may be referred to as a “trans-
action broker”, among other terms. In
this capacity, the service you barter for
(and agree to) is best characterized as a
third-party facilitator whose job it is to
seek agreement between the parties so as
to achieve the goal of the client (you).
The standards and duties of the agent in
this capacity is far more limited on your
behalf than either of the other two.

The forms that set all of this information
out are now available to the public through
the Virginia Real estate Board (VReB), any
local association of Realtors (NVaR,
DaaR, NNaR, etc), or by simply asking a

licensed agent or broker to provide you with
same. 

If you're thinking of buying or selling real
estate soon, I would encourage you to get
your hands on this information and review it
carefully BeFORe you actually need it.
That way you won't feel additional pressure
when your agent says to you: “How would
you like me to work for you?”, knowing that
he will then ask you to SIGN a FORM
memorializing that agreement.

Remember, your agent MUST get this
agreement SIGNeD before your conversa-
tion with him continues ... it's now the law!
Residential Market Activity in June

Here's a look at the market activity taken

8Real Estate Ticker 8 Changes in the Laws of Agency, Part II

Continued on page 29



– By George e. Humphries

Snickersville Turnpike, gliding along
north to south in between Route 7 and Route
50, is well known for its beautiful scenery
and horse farms.  Now those enjoying this
lovely country route have a place to stop
along the way for an elegant lunch prepared
from locally produced ingredients, at the
new “Fields of athenry Kitchen.”

The farm, named the Fields of athenry –
from an Irish ballad by the same name – sells
pasture-raised, hormone and antibiotic-free
beef, pork, lamb and poultry, raw milk
cheeses, local wines and more.  Until recent-
ly, the farm’s owner, elaine Boland also
stocked her farm shop refrigerators with
smaller quantities of freshly made stocks,
stews and chilies crafted in her own farm-
house kitchen.  She also dabbled with open-
ing up her farm patio to weekend shoppers
and wanderers craving a freshly grilled lamb
sausage sandwich and a glass or two of wine.  

at the end of July, Fields of athenry took
an even bigger step when elaine brought on
a well-known culinary locavore named Wes
Rosati, making him the Fields of athenry’s
new resident chef.  On July 28, the Fields of
athenry showcased its new patio service
with a lunch menu celebrating locally grown,
fresh and wholesome fare.  Regular lunch
service will start right after Labor Day. 

Reviewing a kitchen on its first day of
operations is quite unfair. a parallel would
be putting to sea in an untested ship, the crew
of which had just been assembled and never
worked together before. Fraught!

But the Fields of athenry kitchen had
advantages which offset some of the limita-
tions and hazards of a start-up operation, not
the least of which was a very talented and
experienced chef who among other things on
his resume, was executive Chef at the Lans-
downe Resort. 

Chef Rosati set up his serving operation

on the terrace where he dispensed dishes
from his eight item menu to a steady flow of
customers, several of them families with
small children enjoying the countryside and
a view of nearby pastures with sheep and
horses.  The day was blessedly mild, the ter-
race setting was appealing, and the food
excellent. We critically tasted four of the
eight items (Grilled FOa Kielbasa with a
whole wheat pasta salad; BBQ Beef Brisket
with a roasted carrot and beet salad; Chicken
and White Bean Chili with raw milk ched-
dar; and Grilled Burger of FOa Ground
Beef). We then feasted on a generous sam-
pling of four others, which included FOa
Seasoned Turkey Sliders garnished with pep-
perjack cheese and avocado and freshly
made pickles; a Wedge Salad with FOa
Bacon and raw milk cheddar; a Grilled Lamb
and Beef Meatloaf Sandwich; and a Ragout
of Red Wine Braised lamb with whole wheat
pasta and grilled zucchini. We are pleased to
say that all were excellent; there were no
misses among them.  

along with the food, wine and beer are
available. 

The Fields of athenry farm shop is adding
a substantial list of prepared foods to its
already extensive offerings of meats,
cheeses, and other goods. FOa will also be
selling sauces and “kits” of spices and mari-
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Answers on page 27

Across

1. Anita Baker, for one
5. Dandruff
10. Latte locale
14. High-five, e.g.
15. Hollywood agent "Swifty"
16. City on the Yamuna River
17. CASe
20. Punishes legally
21. Sneak
22. Microwave, e.g.
23. Tree adornment
26. Lookout point
28. "Welcome" site
29. Q-Tip
33. Retro car
36. Decorous
38. Clod chopper
39. CASe
42. U.N. workers' grp.
43. Merlin, e.g.
44. Actor Wesley
45. Call to attention
47. Atlanta-based station
48. Scale notes
49. Good-for-nothing

52. Kind of battery
56. Catalog
59. Knotting technique
61. CASe
64. Nanking nanny
65. Woven fabric
66. Canal of song
67. British Conservative
68. Garden tool
69. Bluster

Down

1. Indian state
2. Andean animal
3. Accounts
4. The Mikado, e.g.
5. Pivot
6. Art able to
7. Action film staple
8. Backstabber
9. Most musty
10. Intrigues
11. Long, long time
12. At liberty
13. Benjamin Disraeli, e.g.
18. Moves screen text
19. ___ simple

24. Pier 1 merchandise
25. Bust maker
27. Recurrent
30. Congressional enforcer
31. Bang-up
32. Panhandles
33. Radar image
34. Congers
35. Freudian topics
37. Cartilage disks
40. City near Sparks
41. Ailment
46. Grin modifier
50. encouraging word
51. "South Pacific" hero
53. Mrs. Bush
54. At full speed
55. Found a new tenant for
56. Doctor's abbreviation
57. Clash of heavyweights
58. Antares, for one
60. Assert
62. Affirmative action
63. Archaeological site

Hunt Country Gourmet’s RESTAURANT REVIEW

“Our goal is to tell you where good food can be found ...”

Fields of Athenry Kitchen Patio

Continued on page 28

Coming Home
Before the school year starts it is my mas-

ter Mrs. B’s tradition to have a fun family gath-

ering around the grill one last time for the sum-

mer.

The cool evening breeze was settling in.

Bernie and Laino (farm daughters) where down

by the fields near the Beaver Dam Creek put-

ting their ponies away for the night. Mr. B was

working the grill and good smells began to fill

the air. Mrs. B, family and friends filled the

tables with yummy treats to compliment the

dinner. Before I knew it, we all gathered round

Grandfather under the story tree. I love family

times like this because you never know what

kind of a whopper of a story Grandfather will

come up with!

Grandfather cleared his throat; ahhh um.

Grandfather always did this as it bought him

time to think and he stroked his chin. He

began;

“Drifters in love many long years ago came

upon a ledge of rocks hidden under some

ancient maple trees. Beaver Dam Creek trick-

led quietly below, lulling them in, to make this

their new home. That they did. Midnights had

come and gone. One cool evening after a

storm had cleared; two young Cairn terrier

pups were born. Both mother and father were

proud of the son and daughter that had come

to them under the moon and stars.”

Nellie, the farm Border Collie and I looked at

each other. Grandfather lovingly winked at me

as if to say – hush now and listen. My ears

were in full alert!

“Many moons came and went and before

they could blink the proud parents knew they

could not keep their son and daughter from

moving on in the world. One night in the

moons golden beams the brother and sister

were gone. The sister drifted off towards Lees-

burg, Virginia, where she would follow her

dreams. The brother drifted towards Middle-

burg, Virginia, where he would work as a great

Fox hunter.

Now this

is a story

about the sis-

ter named

Philomena.

After she

ran away from

home she learned

about life – with a bright tooth Cairn terrier grin

she learned she could have anything from any-

one as she understood human’s desires and

their need for love.  Always restless though,

one human home after another, soon wore out

its excitement and she would travel on. She

traveled a one way path towards Sterling, Vir-

ginia as she knew her life would be more excit-

ing than where she had been.  Upon her arrival

she saw the city lights at the foot of the hills.

Her heart was beating and would not be still.

The city lights beckoned her in. She shook her

wiry Cairn terrier coat, sleeking her form with

her tongue and practiced her best white toothy

grin. She knew what she wanted, she knew

what she was after, for Philomena loved to

play and dance and grin. Sterling had what she

wanted. Into the city she went.”

“It was the same way back in all the other

towns she had left. Human’s would feed and

care for her. Groom her hair for her. Be silly

fools for her.”

“One shop keeper found her and knew

Philomena would be the answer to draw more

customers in. The shop keeper had a hand-

some dog like no other Philomena had seen in

her travels. He was a real cowboy’s dog, much

like Nellie there.” 

Nelly and I glanced at each other hanging

on Grandfathers every word. 

“The cowboy dog was sleek, long and firm

in body. He knew he was different and not like

the rest. Philomena grinned and danced as her

heart leaped for joy to gain his affection. The

strong handsome Cowboy did not play like the

Continued on page 28

Sushi ... “Tails” From the Barnyard 

Case Study – By Sally York & Myles Mellor
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– By Sue Civiletto

all ages Read Together (aaRT) is a non-
profit organization that provides individual-
ized school readiness programs to prepare
children for a successful Kindergarten experi-
ence and beyond.  aaRT is dedicated to serv-
ing low and moderate income preschool aged
children.

aaRT serves local preschool aged children
who have little to no exposure to reading and
books.  The youngsters are paired with senior
citizens who help them learn essential skills to
prepare them for kindergarten.  These volun-
teers are mostly retired members of the com-
munity who work with a teacher on reading
and other activities.  These dedicated volun-
teers willingly provide time and talent to
encourage and help educate the young learn-
ers.

This free program provides the children
with an early taste of a classroom setting and
inspires a lifelong love of learning.  For most
of the children who participate in aaRT, this
will be their only preschool education before
they enter elementary school.  aaRT:
� Provides first exposure to books and read-

ing;
� Gives free books to start in-home libraries;
� Prepares children for kindergarten; and
� Is a resource for children and families.

By the end of the program, each participat-
ing child will have at least ten books with
which to create their own personal library.

Sandy Shihadeh is the co-founder of
aaRT.  Sandy worked for Loundoun Coun-
ty’s parks and recreation department for 13
years.  In 2006, she left her job and along with
her sister, began the non-profit organization,
all ages Read Together.

The Fall 2012 session will begin in Sep-
tember.  The following locations will be avail-
able: Carver Center, Purcellville (571-258-
3400); St. James episcopal, Leesburg (703-
777-1124); The Senior Center at Cascades,
Sterling (703-430-2397); Herndon Senior
Center, Herndon (703-464-6200); Copper-
mine II, Herndon (703-793-3366); Hutchin-
son elementary, Herndon (703-925-8300).

If you are interested in volunteering or have
a child that you would like to register for Sep-
tember, there is a registration form available
on line.  You can also use this form to make a
cash donation.  The website is www.allages-
readtogether.org.

Please consider helping to provide this
valuable program to children in our region.
$25 brings books for one week at a site.  $50
brings books for two weeks at a site.  $200
provides site supervision for one week.If you
would like further information, please contact
Sandy Shihadeh at 571-309-7089 or
info@allagesreadtogether.org.

Are you interested in speaking to Sue
Civiletto about your organization?  She’d love
to hear from you – please email her at 
communitytogetherness.com.

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGISTS

CYNTHIA W. HAYES, PH.D.
AND

MARK S. ROBINSON, PH.D.
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All Ages Read Together

Community Togetherness



– By andrea Gaines

The way music instructor Frank Keims
effuses about the musicians known as “The
Immortals” … you’d think he was doing an
introduction for the latest inductees to the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

The Immortals are a rotating group of
young musicians drawn from Keims’
Loudoun Music Instruction business in
Lovettsville.

In 2006, Keim began calling the parents of
his most gifted students to push the idea of
offering these young musicians the opportuni-
ty to challenge themselves with college-level
music instruction and the chance to join with
a real live band.  This group of young men and
women would be pushed hard.  They would

need to maintain certain grade levels at
school.  They would be tested like undergrads
and be given the opportunity to write music,
and jam with and exchange ideas with others
as talented as themselves.  His most promising
students loved it. and, not because it was
some kind of teenage indulgence.

These high school level musicians study
things such as major scale theory, melody
composition, modulation, vocal technique,
inversions, stage presence, song writing and
arrangement, and more.  and, they travel and
perform in professionally scheduled shows,
including a signature local event at Franklin
Park Arts Center on Saturday, Aug. 4, 2012
at 7 pm. 2012 Immortals members include
Julia Hiser, a sophomore at Woodgrove High
School studying piano, synth and vocals;

Joseph Keim, a sophomore at Woodgrove
High School studying drums, piano, synth,
and vocals; Ryan McCall a freshman at Wood-
grove High School; Travis Guyton, a junior at
Woodgrove High School; Tyler Scheer-
schmidt, a freshman at Woodgrove High
School; erin Taylor, a freshman at Woodgrove
High School; and abbe Scheerschmidt a jun-
ior at Woodgrove High School.

Also … the Sun & Moon Come Out At
Franklin Park on Sunday, Aug. 5 at 8 pm.

Maddy Curtis and Laura Keim are not
strangers to the Loudoun County music scene.
Both have been performing all around the
county for a number of years, although not
with one another.  To change this unwanted

trend, they are
now teaming up
as an unconven-
tional duo for a
wonderful after-
noon of music.
They are both out-
standing musi-
cians and
singers, and they
will fill your ears
with beautiful
melodies and harmonies that will provide one
excellent concert. 

For tickets and information for both per-
formances go to www.franklinparkartscen-
ter.org.

– By Nora Kavaldjian 

Nestled in the curve of the Shenandoah
River in Berryville, Va., is a grassy park criss-
crossed with dirt roads, peppered with old
trees, and holding a handsome stage at the
crest of a hill overlooking the water. While the
park is filled with campers all summer, every
September this stage is brought to life by
Watermelon Park Fest, Sept. 20–22: a festival
celebrating traditional music. Bluegrass,

country, jazz, old-time, americana, and more
coexist at the three-day festival, each taking
their turn at the main stage, side stage, and
dance tent – as well as in the sprawling camps
that spring up in the park, where there is
always another jam to be found even long
after the sun has set.

Old-timers will remember Watermelon
Park Fest when it hosted musicians like John-
ny Cash and Patsy Cline, but more and more
the festival is attracting younger fans. I have

been going to Watermelon Park Fest for sev-
eral years now, beginning when I was about
12 years old, and even through that time I’ve
seen how much attendance has grown and
how many people around my age – and
younger! – have been taking an interest in the
festival. Still, the question must be asked –
what is there for a kid to do at Watermelon
Park Fest? Quite a bit, as it turns out.

Watermelon Park is primarily a music fes-
tival, but it’s more like one gigantic party.  The

extensive camps house people of all kinds –
musicians, music fans, hippies, vacationers,
and many others – and no matter who you are,
there’s bound to be someone like you. I
remember, one or two years ago, when a fam-
ily first came to the park and camped… in
their gigantic, home-altered school bus. I
could barely believe my eyes when I caught
sight of the bus, light lavender with delicately
painted green vines on its sides. In any case,
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Franklin Park Arts Center Welcomes New
Crop of Home Grown Musicians

Old Times & New Times at Watermelon Park Fest

It’s Hot Out There! ... But Cool Things are a
‘Happening!

Continued on page 29
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Recurring Events

� Alzheimers Support Group – first
Thursday of every month, 10 am.  Spring
Arbor of Leesburg Assisted Living, 237
Fairview Street, NW Leesburg, VA 20176.

� Birding Banshee, Saturday, June 9, 8
am – Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy/
Friends of Banshee Reeks monthly bird
walk (Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve).
Contact Joe Coleman: jcoleman@
loudounwildlife.org; 540-554-2542.

� Birding the Blue Ridge Center,
Saturday, June 23, 8 am – fourth Saturday
of each month (except December),
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy leads a
free bird walk at the Blue Ridge Center
for Environmental Stewardship (BRCES).
www.brces.org.  Questions: contact Joe
Coleman at 540-554-2542.

� CA$H Bingo, 1st & 3rd Saturdays,
Doors open at 9 am, first game starts at
10 am American Legion Post 293, 112 N.
21st Street Purcellville VA 20132.
alpost293.web.officelive.com.
Phone: 540-338-0910.

� Children’s Nature Book Club –
Fridays, 10 am – 11:15 am, Rust Sanctu-
ary, Leesburg, VA 20175.  Children 3-5.  To
register, call 703-669-0000 x 1 or email
julieg@audubonnaturalist.org. 

� Cooking Demonstrations, Patio
Lunch and Fun, Saturdays through-
out August, September & October
at Fields of Athenry Farm! Join the
eager farmers & chefs at the farm for a
delicious taste of freshly-prepared foods
and wines on the farm patio (right after
Labor Day)!  Enjoy lunch and tastes from
the farm’s new prepared foods menu, 11
am to 5:30 pm.  Enjoy cooking demon-

strations, too.  Details at www.fieldsofa-
thenryfarm.com.

� Food Addicts in Recovery Anony-
mous, a 12-step support group for men
and women. Meets Tuesdays 7 pm to 8:30
pm at the Rust Library, 380 Old Water-
ford Rd. NW, Leesburg, VA. Newcomers
welcome. Visit www.foodaddicts.org or
call (540) 809-9572/(703)216-6242 for
more information.

� Marine Corps League, Loudoun
Detachment 1205, meets at 7 pm the
third Monday of each month; American
Legion Post, 112 N 21st Street, Purcel-
lville, www.loudounmarines.org.

� Middleburg Duplicate Bridge,
every Wednesday at 12:45 pm –
United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall, 15 West Washington Street.  Open
game. $5.00.  Contact:  Middleburg-
Bridge@aol.com.

� Nar-Anon Meeting for families of
addicted loved ones – Thursdays, 7 pm
to 8 pm, Leesburg Presbyterian Church,
207 West Market Street, Leesburg, VA
20176.

� Teen Center – Friday Night After
Hours meets every Friday night from 7
pm to 10 pm at Cascades Library.  Middle
and high school age students.  21030
Whitfield Place, Potomac Falls, VA 20165.

� Youth volleyball. Registration is now
open for Loudoun Youth Volleyball's Fall
2012 season until September 9. The
league offers numerous divisions for mid-
dle and high school girls and boys.  All skill
levels are welcome. Volunteer coaches
are needed and training is provided.
Please visit www.loudounyouthvolley-
ball.com for more info and to register.

On Sunday, August 12, the Lovettsville
Historical Society's 2012 Lecture Series will fea-
ture prominent Civil War historian Dennis Frye
speaking on the grave crisis that confronted the
nation in Summer and Fall of 1862, which is the
subject of his latest book, September Suspense:
Lincoln's Union in Peril.

In September of 1862, Confederate Gener-
al Robert E. Lee invaded Union soil, capturing
Harpers Ferry and panicking entire cities, espe-
cially in western Maryland. The Confederate
advance caused the North to rethink the fight,
questioning whether it were better to redouble
the war effort, or give up and let the South pur-
sue its own course. As Mr. Frye puts it: “For
three weeks in September, the air was electric,

nerves were at the breaking point, and the
whole of the North held its breath.”

Mr. Frye has especially drawn on newspa-
pers of the period, to show just how fragile the
national bond had become by the September
1862.  Mr. Frye, the chief historian at Harpers
Ferry National Park, is also a prominent lectur-
er, guide and preservationist, and was an associ-
ate producer for the movie Gods and Generals.
September Suspense, released in June, is his
eighth book, and will be available for sale and
signing at the August 12 lecture.

The lecture will be held on Sunday, August
12, 2012, at St. James United Church of Christ in
Lovettsville, at 2 pm.  For more information go
to www.lovettsvillehistoricalsociety.org.

For a complete listing, please visit our events
Calendar on our website: www.brleader.com.
To see your community event here, please
send us an email to: advertise@brleader.com.

� Saturday, August 4, 10 am to 4 pm, Mt.
Pleasant Annual Church Picnic, Public invit-
ed! Taylorstown, VA. Classic country and gospel
music – The James Boys.  Food for sale, activities
for kids.  For more information, call 540-822-
5331.

� Saturday, August 4, 16th Annual Loudoun
Wildlife Conservancy (LWC) Butterfly
Count.  Participate for the morning starting at 9
am or join LWC for the full day.  See more than
50 species of butterflies.  $3 fee per adult goes to
the North American Butterfly Association (fee is
waived for Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy mem-
bers). Contact Nicole Hamilton for details:
nhamilton@loudounwildlife.org. 

August
� Saturday, Aug. 4, Cavaliers, Courage and
Coffee Program at Burwell-Morgan Mill, 15
Tannery Lane, Millwood, VA. 7:30 pm.  The MHAA
Gray Ghost Interpretive Group will present a liv-
ing history program titled “1864: The Year of
Clarke’s Torment” emphasizing life in Clarke
County during the American Civil War.

� Through Sunday, August 5, “Big Piece of
Paper” Art Exhibit sponsored by Friends of
Franklin Park Arts Center.  Exhibition features
works in a variety of media by local and regional
artists who have incorporated a large piece of
brown Kraft paper into their artwork.  Call 540-
338-7973, or see www.franklinparkartscenter.org
for more information.

� Wednesday,  August 8 & 15, 5 pm to 8
pm, Oatlands After Five.  Wander the garden,
bring a picnic, a bocce ball set, or just spread a
blanket on the front lawn, relax and enjoy the
scenery. Select Wednesdays will feature wine
sales. Visit www.oatlands.org for event updates.

� Saturday, August 11 – MUSIC! Market
Street Coffee, 1020 E. Main Street, Purcellville,
VA. Meade Skelton, a  piano playin’ cowboy, will
perform from 7:30-9:30 pm.  

Did you know that Wakefield provides?
Small Classes

Structured Environment
Caring Community
Nurturing Teachers

Bus Service 

 provi
s

ronment
mmunity
 Teachers

ervice 
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S U P P L E M E N T  Y O U R  H O M E - S C H O O L I N G

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL
4439 OLD TAVERN RD • THE PLAINS, VA 20198

OPEN HOUSE • TUESDAY, AUGUST 7,  9 am 
RSVP: www.wake� eldschool.org/openhouse,540•253•7600

Accepting applications for 2012-13 on a rolling basis.

Visit our webpage, www.wakefieldschool.org/home_school
 or call 540-253-7600 for more information

Wakefield School in The Plains 
offers home-schoolers:

Ten AP courses
Language courses (French & Latin)

Conservation Ecology
Science (Physics)

� Saturday, August 11, Classic films!  The
Tally Ho Theatre in historic downtown Leesburg,
Virginia is airing DOUBLE FEATURES of classic
films. The lineup includes: • Troll 2 (8pm) • The
Room (10pm).  Tickets are $5 per film or $7 for
the DOUBLE FEATURE.

� Sunday, August 12 Ice Cream Social!
Philomont VFD Auxiliary’s Ice Cream Social at
the Philomont Firehouse. Live music, home-made

ice cream contest.  Donations only.  4 pm to 6
pm.

� Saturday, August 18, Quilting Workshop.
Joshua’s Hands offers summer workshops
designed to reconnect people with our American
heritage!  Quilting workshop from 10 am to 2
pm.  No experience necessary. All materials will
be provided. They ask attendees to “pay what
you will.” Information at www.JoshuasHands.org.

September Suspense:  Lincoln's Union in Peril
by Dennis E. Frye, Chief Historian Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
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NOVA
Computer Systems

703-777-8493  Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat 10-4
9 Catoctin Circle, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175

www.novacomputersinc.com

Diagnostics � Repairs

Upgrades � File Recovery

We Service All PC Brands

Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

Caprice Fox, BFA, Executive Director

Create_Music3@ownmail.net  703 431-9649

Take up the gift of  music.

Build a sound foundation!

– In-home lessons –

– In-home lessons for piano & voice –

On the Market ... with Sam Rees

Samantha Rees
Associate Broker

Cell: 703 408-4261

Licensed in Virginia

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Answers to crossword

puzzle from page 21

Still serving Nova & beyond
Small or big, 100+ bales preferred

Split with your neighbor & save!

Hay Unlimited
Matt Tilghman

Great Hay for a BeTTer Price from PA's
Appalachian Highlands – Phone:  540-338-9232

Put Your Business
Card Ad Here!

We reach 17,000 households in western

Loudoun County. Call us at

540 338-6200 or email us at

Advertise@BRL.com.



C l a s s i f i e d s

Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

Have a Cleaner Healthier Home.
Cleaning Basics to Deep Cleaning. 

– Licensed & Insured –

Exceptional Service.  Exceptional Results.
Call for a FREE In-Home Estimate Today!

Ketty Borja:  (703) 777-8008 or (703) 554-2487

Receive 50% off your first cleaning!

Professional House Cleaning
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 – FOR SALE –
Hay

From Hay Unlimited, right now: Orch
and/or Tim Hay.  $270/ton delivered, or
$6.50-$7.75/bale depending on weight.
Call Matt at 540-338-9232.

– HELP WANTED –
Administrative Manager

Position available at large equestrian

center in Leesburg. Beautiful indoor
office suite. Strong computer skills, book-
keeping, greeting new clients, scheduling.
Must be able to wear many hats. Job is
flexible, but mostly afternoons/evenings
and Saturdays. Good pay for right person.
Call Marina at 703-779-8082.

– PETS –
2 a.K.C Registered english Bulldog Pup-
pies  FRee TO a GOOD HOMe at no
charge (M/F).
Contact: robinpeter04@yahoo.com.

– SERVICES –
MUSIC LESSONS – SAxOPHONE,

CLARINET & FLUTE! Private lessons
for kids and adults are available in your
home or at our studio in south Leesburg.
Instructor is friendly and professional with
20 years’ experience, Music Degree, Mas-
ters Degree.  Lessons are fun and structured
to ensure steady progress. Local references
available.  Call 703-777-4352 or email
WoodwindStudio@Verizon.net.

Put Your Classified

Ad Here!

We reach 17,000 households

in western Loudoun County.

Call us at 540 338-6200 or

email us at

Advertise@BRL.com.

Memorial award. The Philip e. duPont
award is given to the graduating eighth
grader who most visibly demonstrates con-
cern and compassion for fellow LCDS stu-
dents. Megan Mazzatenta and Rachel
Wilmans were co-recipients of the Headmas-
ter’s Prize. The Headmaster’s Prize is given
to a member or members of the graduating
class who best exemplify the philosophy of
the school, which includes a supportive atti-
tude, daily evidence of supporting the rules
and standards of the school, the qualities of
good citizenship, and a genuine love of
learning.  The recipients of these two awards
are selected by the middle school faculty.

Loudoun Country Day School’s 2012
Graduating Class:  anwer Sayed adem,
Omar Mohamed ahmed, esther Lillian
Beauchemin, aidan Michael Bruecken,
emily McCann Cleland, Ben William Cross,
Darby Spencer Dettra, Chaz Laurence
DiLoreto, Jack Carter Forrest, Nicholas
Marc Fouty, William Martin Greening, ann
Tait Hall, Jessica Lynn Herman, Wilder
Joseph James, Molly Fairbank Kavanagh,
Olivia Lattanzi, Megan Teresa Mazzatenta,
Christopher Julian Miller, Kylie Beatrice
Miller, Tyler Benjamin Nightingale, eli
Gavin Robertson, alexis Morgan Russell,

Lindsey Meredith Rus, Matthew Thomas
Suder, Rachel Grace Wilmans, James Dou-
glas Woods, and Lexie elizabeth Zwanziger

Students have been accepted to the fol-
lowing secondary schools: Blair academy
(Blairstown, New Jersey); Deerfield acade-
my (Deerfield, Massachusetts); episcopal
High School (alexandria, Virginia); Flint
Hill School (Oakton, Virginia);  Foxcroft
School (Middleburg, Virginia); Hotchkiss
School (Lakeville, Connecticut); Lawrence-
ville School (Lawrenceville, New Jersey);
Loudoun academy of Science; Madeira
School (McLean, Virginia); Middleburg
academy (Middleburg, Virginia); Paul VI
Catholic High School (Fairfax, Virginia);
Potomac School (McLean, Virginia); St.
John’s College High School (Chevy Chase,
Maryland); Thomas Jefferson School of Sci-
ence and Technology; and Woodberry Forest
School (Woodberry Forest, Virginia).

according to Headmaster Dr. Randy Hol-
lister, “It is noteworthy that three students
from this year’s eighth grade class were
accepted to the Thomas Jefferson School of
Science and Technology. This is an impres-
sive list of schools. We are happy for our stu-
dents and their families.” 

and the new Beltway express Lanes,
Loudoun residents are going to face dramat-
ically higher transportation costs than most
other residents in the Commonwealth.

“These outrageous tolls cause cars as well
as large trucks from most area businesses to
divert to side roads and residential streets,”
Wolf continued. “Route 7, often the only
available alternate route, is at capacity
around the clock, including weekends. When
large trucks divert from the Greenway, they
clog local roads and often use neighborhood
streets. This puts additional stress on these
roads, adds to congestion and puts the public
at risk. No one wants their children playing
in the front yard or on the sidewalk when a
large truck rolls through their neighborhood

all to avoid a toll.”
Wolf has been vocal in calling for dis-

tance-pricing on the road similar to other
public and private toll roads in the county
and has worked with Virginia Secretary of
Transportation Sean Connaughton to estab-
lish a Dulles Greenway advisory Committee
to study ways to make the road more user-
friendly.

In May, the design for new signs clearly
stating what tolls will be prior to users com-
mitting to take the road were approved.  One
sign will be placed on the west-bound Dulles
Toll Road prior to the Route 28 exit, while
two more will be placed on Route 772 in
both the east and west-bound directions.
Wolf requested that the signs be erected.

LCDS Graduation, continued from page 12

Greenway Toll Structure, continued from page 19

Advertising Sales needed for fast growing

community newspaper – the Blue Ridge Leader!

Independent Contractor;

If you have great people skills, good organizational skills

and experience in sales, this job could be perfect for you! 

Set your pace, set your schedule and join in our fun!

Email resume to advertise@BRLeader.com

Licensed in Virginia & West Virginia

Marcy Cantatore

115 N. 21st Street Purcellville, VA  20132

Selling Homes, Farms & Land

Direct: 540-533-7453
MarcyC@MarcyC.com

www.MarcyC.com

LeaDeR

Since 1984

& Loudoun Today
Blue Ridge
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I guess most kids have a thing for airplanes, and
there's at least a part of me that wants to stop and
look every time one flies over – and the bigger the
plane, the bigger the draw. and, oh, yeah – sure,
there are lots of little 'putzers' that fly over my
house in and out of the Leesburg executive air-
port – even some reasonable sized corporate jets;
that's fine, but I'm still more lured to scan the hori-
zons for the big boys – the jumbo jets looming out
there on the edge of the skies – on their way to and
from Dulles. I guess if 500 million customers can't
be wrong (that landmark just occurred this past
June), that makes our international hub one of the
most popular places in these here parts, and I'd
have to agree; it's really been inevitable that I
would come to write about this thriving location at
some point in this ongoing – movable – series. 

See, for me, part of the allure of Dulles airport
is just in that raw energy about the place – all those
people – and the machines of course – on their
way to some important place or other.  and, when
I'm there, I always get the sense-memory of my
time spent in New York City – a very fast-paced
portion of my existence. 

But it's not just the rush-rush of catching a plane
or arriving from elsewhere that I've done at Dulles;
No, I've really had a wide-ranging collection of

experience at this – one of my absolute
favorite places in Loudoun County. Of
course it's always brought my family togeth-
er, and for that it's got a special – eternal –
place in my heart. 

Beyond that, I've seen many wonders:
the airports authority's expansion projects
like the underground train system – I got to watch
it develop from the planning stages – same goes
for new runways, concourses, air traffic control
tower, parking garages – the mind boggles. I've
spoken to fighter (and cargo) pilots during the
annual Dulles Day Festivals; hey – I even got to
witness the landing and takeoff of one of the first
Pokemon (remember Pikachu?) 747's at one of
those events. I attended the 50th anniversary
Commemoration of the Berlin airlift in 1998- and
still recall some of the moving commentary from
military and civilian leaders. I witnessed – right
from the side of the runway – the supersonic Con-
corde come in and land – for placement in the air
and Space Museum on the southern end of the
airport.  That rare beast made more noise in land-
ing than the other big, commercial jets did in tak-
ing off – my ears are still ringing. 

and, speaking of the Udvar-Hazy Center for
just a moment – I was on hand when they wheeled

the SR-71 Blackbird up
to the door for
enshrinement in the
massive display hall – a
real Valhalla for air and
spacecraft. I even saw
the un-crating of their

Flying Tiger (a Curtiss P-40 Warhawk)
and spoke to the (now, alas, late) World
War II ace Don Lopez about the historic
stamp hammered home by these relics
and their pilots.  The Smithsonian made
sure I got to talk to Senator and astro-
naut John Glenn about orbiting the
earth (and to actor John Travolta –
about a shared favorite passion – relic airplanes). 

But- back to Dulles airport proper – we'll talk
about the Museum at greater length some other
time; you'll recall that I've an especial affection for
this monster, juggernaut of a place- as imposing as
it is – in  many respects – in great part, because it's
drawn my family together at various times- either
bringing loved ones to my home or taking me to
them. and that's the predominant feeling I get
every time I pass the airport – remembering the
magical connections that it's allowed me to expe-
rience over the years. 

I only hope this relationship continues as we
both (the airport and I) sally forth into the future.
See – Dulles just turned 50 this year – and she's
still growing – a mere youngster by all indications.
any of us humans hovering around that milestone
certainly don't want to be doing too much expand-
ing – at least in the physical sense. 

But, I'll still look for common ground with my
big, lovable friend down in the southeast corner of
the County.  Maybe we can celebrate 100 togeth-
er.  (Image courtesy of the Metropolitan Washington Airports

Authority.) 

Just Like Nothing (else) on earth – by Tim Jon

Dulles Airport

Save With Loudoun Propane!

$1.85/Gallon

For customer owned 500 and 1,000 gallon tanks.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST – credit card payments only.

NO CHARGE for system pressure test.

CALL DENNIS at:  703-777-2051 to order --

and schedule pressure test.

Must be home for pressure test. Only valid in the following Zip Codes

with mention of this ad:  20117, 129, 132, 134, 135, 141, 158, 180

Hunt Country Gourmet,

continued from page 21– By Valerie Joyner

If you look at the north facing roof any
single family house built with asphalt shin-
gles in the past ten to fifteen years, you will
most likely see black stains flowing down
the shingles. In some cases there are addi-
tional colors in the stains like reds, greens
or gray. What is growing on your roof is a
complex set of living organisms that is
adapting to a new food supply, your roof.
These roofs can be seen in Purcellville and
adjoining areas. Depending upon condi-
tions of humidity, shading, adjacent trees or
vegetation, color, age and slope of the roof,
the stains may be minor or major in nature.

What’s growing on these roofs is a com-
bination of algae, lichens, fungus, moss and
bacteria. These organisms will only grow
on areas of the roof shaded from the sun. In
addition, the organisms need moisture and

food to grow. The main reason that the
organisms don’t grow on east, south or
west areas of a roof is that the sun usually
heats those areas above the boiling point of
water which destroys the cells of the organ-
isms.  (In addition, the ultra-violet light
from the sun is a strong disinfectant, and
will destroy organic cell DNa.) 

The reason that these organisms are on
your roof in the first place is that the mod-
ern asphalt shingle contains limestone
and/or marble dust as filler that increases
shingle weight to provide resistance to
wind damage. Chemically, limestone is
calcium carbonate and identical to the stuff
that you put on your lawn to make your
grass grow better.  It turns out that lime-
stone is cheaper that asphalt and other non
nutritive stones.  The fungus that is eating
your roof, Gloeocapsa Magma, loves lime-
stone, as evidenced by the way it attacks

old tombstones and statutes made of lime-
stone.  The fungus has developed a symbi-
otic relationship with the other organisms
on your roof, in that, the lichens and moss
form a protective coating that absorbs
water and shields the fungus from any
remaining sunlight.

So what can you do about it?  Well it’s a
two step process as shown the TV program
“This Old House.”  The procedure uses
zinc metal strips to kill the lichen and fun-
gus long term and bleach and water for
immediate treatment.

For more information about how tackle
the problem, here are several websites:

� www.z-stop.com
� www.saversystems.com/roof-clean-

ing-articles/155-asphalt-roof-clean-
ing-a-stain-prevention

� www.nachi.org/asphalt-comp-shin-
gles-part42-96.htm

The Monster That’s Eating Your Roof

Sushi, continued from page 21

August 2012page 28

rest for he was insanely jealous.  He hurt

inside for his shop keeper had brought into his

territory a young little flirt. He shot Philomena a

look, as if looks could kill, and she knew this

young cowboy had his fill of her. He growled

and he fussed at her scaring her more and he

sent her away from the shop with her tailed

tucked under and her heart forlorn.  For you

see, Cowboy was the star of his shop and no

one but no one was going to intrude upon his

thunder. Defiantly, Cowboy ran Philomena out.”

Grandfather continued ... “Philomena was

tired and sad. She decided to return back

home. She had learned that the grasses look

greener over the fence, but when all was said

and done, life with her family was really the

best. Homeward, Philomena trotted. Her heart

was filled with joy as she remembered the

love, peace and tranquility of her home by

creek in the woods. As she thought about the

cool running waters, the shade of the trees, the

chasing of butterflies and the honey of the

bees, she realized that her home really was

the sweetness of life and that was something

she could have only learned to appreciate from

her long wandering travels.”

“She now knew that family is something you

never forget and that the countryside has

pleasures that are better than best.”

So now my dear farm family ... think about

Grandfather’s story.  Summer has come to a

close and it is time to get your school books

under your nose. Study hard for life is short.

Good schooling brings competence, structure

and responsibility. Make your Moms and Dads

proud.   Make “home”, proud.

(And, come out to the farm and visit – fall is

just around the corner!  Love,Sushi!

My Master Elaine Boland

runs Fields of Athenry Farm

... 38082 Snickerville Turn-

pike, Purcellville, VA 20132.

We sell farm fresh meats,

cheeses and more!  And,

we sometimes serve lunch

on the farm patio.  See us

at www.fieldsofathenry-

farm.com.

nades to make spreading a healthy family table
easy.  Chef Wes also will cater groups at the farm. 

Fields of athenry is just off route 734, other-
wise known as Snickersville Turnpike, not far
from Philomont and 0.2 miles southeast of Hibbs
Bridge, a notable landmark being both the termi-
nus of Watermill Rd. from the north and Hibbs
Bridge Rd. to the south.

For many reasons, as the Michelin Guide puts
it, Fields of athenry is worth a trip. The country-
side along the Turnpike is delightful, the Fields
of athenry farm is a very pleasant setting, the
products for sale are unique in their content, and
the restaurant fare is delicious.

George Humphries is a retired Navy aviator who
began cooking at the age of 10 and has managed
several large restaurants. He has lived in
Loudoun Country since 1984.



page 29August 2012 Blue Ridge LeADeR & Loudoun Today

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

be at the same graduations and the same
weddings, and you should work to resolve
your issues as a couple now (together or
divorced) so as not to place any undo con-
flicts or problems on your children later.

Dr. Mike,
I just learned from my husband that he

cheated on me when he spent a year abroad
as a college student one year into our rela-
tionship.  He told me that the affair he had
has caused him great stress and guilt and
that he couldn’t keep the secret any longer.
I understand that we were 20 at the time
and that was 14 years ago and before our
marriage, our children, our house, etc.
I’m still very hurt and angry about what
happened and we haven’t spoken for days.
I’m sure our kids are picking up on the ter-
rible energy and tension in our home.  I
also feel stupid for making such a big deal
out of this because we have such a beauti-
ful marriage and life together and a lot of
time and effort went into to creating all the
good that we have.  He has always respect-
ed and trusted me, and I have always
respected and trusted him…or at least I
thought there was always mutually shared
respect and trust.  Not sure what to do.
– C. in Loudoun County

C., The hurt that comes from being
betrayed by a loved one does not have a
statute of limitations.  While the affair hap-
pened 14 years ago, it was after you made a
commitment to one another, and he broke
that commitment by cheating on you.  You
have every right to feel what you are feeling,
and your husband should give you time to
digest the hard news.  Some things to keep
in mind while you are processing things.
First, you were both 20 at the time and 20
year olds do stupid and impulsive things
sometimes.  Second, you were not married.
Third, since you have been married you note
that you have both worked hard to co-create
a wonderful life, which now includes chil-
dren.  Fourth, your husband did not need to
say a word about his dishonest behavior
from 14 years ago, but it seems he did out of
his respect and love for you.  In time, this
wound should heal.  If it does not, I recom-
mend you seek the assistance of a couple’s
therapist to help the two of you work
through this news.

Dr. Mike,
It seems as though my 12-year-old son

has developed a fear or phobia due to the
Aurora, Colo., shootings.  We were going to
see the film as a family the other day, but

he pulled me aside to tell me that he was
scared something might happen.  My hus-
band and I then did everything we could to
reassure him that nothing would happen
but to no avail.  We didn’t end up going to
see the movie.  My son is very sensitive, so
we aren’t really surprised by his response.
Any thoughts on how to help my little guy
get through this?  – F. in Loudoun County

F., The Colorado shootings were natu-
rally very upsetting to many parents and
children, and as the director of a private
mental health practice and a psychologist, I
have been inundated with numerous ques-
tions from many of my patients’ parents this
past week on the matter.  Children develop
fears and phobias when they are unable to
manage the feelings they are experiencing in
response to a stressor or trauma.  You write
that your son is a sensitive boy, and it may
be the case that his temperament or person-
ality style has left him emotionally vulnera-
ble to adequately deal with the horrific
news.  I recommend a few things to consid-
er to get your son back on track.

First, your son is watching how you act
or react to the news as parents, so you need
to remain calm and reassuring.  Be the
strong pillars he can lean on to get through

this, by focusing on clarification and support
when discussing the shootings or the Bat-
man movie.  Second, you may want to grad-
ually expose your son to the stressor in order
to overcome his fears.  Perhaps you could
suggest a going to a different movie; just
being in a movie theater would be a good
first step for him.  You could perhaps also
recommend watching Batman movies on
DVD and in the comfort of your home.

By mastering his anxiety by gaining
closer proximity to the stressor, your son’s
fears should lessen over time.  Watch your
son’s emotional and behavioral functioning
closely over the next few weeks.  If he
becomes more clingy and dependent or acts
younger, if he becomes increasingly
avoidant, if he continues to discuss the
movie or what happened, if he demonstrates
increased anxiety with separation, or if he
just seems to be worried or preoccupied in
general, I recommend taking him to a child
psychologist for a consultation.

Michael Observantine “Dr. Mike” is the Founder
and Director of Ashburn Psychological Services
(APS), a private mental health clinic comprised of
12 MD and PhD level mental health clinician. He
and his team are here to serve our Loudoun chil-
dren, teens and adults.  To learn more about Dr.
Mike and the APS team, please visit: www.ash-
burnpsych.com or call (703) 723-2999.

Ask Dr. Mike, continued from page 2

from the Metropolitan Regional Informa-
tion System (MRIS) for the month of June
(chart):

as you can see, there continues to be
some improvement in the number of prop-
erties sold, and of the dollar volume year-
over-year, and the days on market contin-
ues to drop, showing strength in the domi-
nant sector of sales, but notice that the days
on market month to month has increased by
13 percent, indicating that there's not as
much “sense of urgency” in the market this
past month as there was the month prior...
could just be “summer doldrums”; we'll
see.

Thinking about “moving up”?
at the risk of repeating myself too often,

let me suggest that if you have been toying
with the notion of selling your present
home in order to take advantage of the
incredibly low interest rates available
today, and more importantly to grab a real
“buy” in the more elevated price range
you're dreaming of, NOW is the time to do
exactly that.

In our area, the “affordable” homes are
extremely “picked over”, and as new list-
ings come on the market priced somewhere
within reason, they go very quickly (days,
not weeks). You must still be able to write
immediately, and be prepared to “escalate”

the price if you really want to get it.
What's different now is the fact that the

homes just a notch above where you now
live are starting to move. and this fact,
after so many years of inactivity, will
inevitably result in higher price points in
the days ahead. 

So if a move “up” is a part of your
dreams for tomorrow, do it now.

Commercial and Investment Real Estate
There has been a steady increase in

investor activity in this area. In our next
issue, we'll take a look at what is driving
this phenomena, and review some strate-
gies that can afford you real promise for
income growth, even in this chaotic mar-
ket.

If you have specific questions you'd like
answered right now, call me at 703-727-
5025 or drop me a line at carl@ucnv.net.

Carl Fischer is the Broker/Owner of
United Country Real Estate, specializing in
commercial, investment, and selected resi-
dential properties, as well as Northern
Neck of Virginia waterfront homes. He is
licensed in Virginia and West Virginia, and
is a member of the Dulles Area Association
of Realtor (DAAR) as well as the Northern
Neck Association of Realtors (NNAR)..

Real Estate Ticker, Continued from Page 20

• Tax credits will be available to qualifying
families to offset the cost of health insur-
ance premiums (January 1, 2014);

• employers with more than 50 employees
must offer health insurance for their
employees or be fined per employee (Janu-
ary 1, 2014); and

• Imposing taxes or fees on health insurance
providers and drug companies, while doc-
tors and hospitals will receive less compen-
sation form government sources (January
1, 2014)
So is this it?  While the Supreme Court has

ruled the aCa constitutional, it may still face
challenges as Congress may seek to repeal the
law.  The ultimate fate of the health-care

reform law may be determined by the outcome
of the November election.

Amy V. Smith Wealth Management, LLC, is
an independent firm. Amy is a Certified Finan-
cial Planner(Planner (CFP) and Certified
Investment Management Analyst (CIMA) and
offers securities through Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC. Her office is located at 161 Fort
Evans Road, NE, Ste 345, Leesburg, VA 20176
(703)669-5022.  www.amysmithwealthman-
agement.com. The opinions and recommenda-
tions here are those of the columnist. Contents
prepared by Broadridge Investor Communica-
tions Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2006-2012. All
rights reserved.

Amy Smith, continued from page 15

Watermelon Park Fest, continued from page 23
the camps are certainly a place to have fun –
the vast majority of families that come are
hospitable and cheerful, and many will wel-
come another guest to their party, their dinner
table, or their jam. The environment of WPF
is perfect for the cultivation of new acquain-
tances and friendships, or the growth and
development of old ones.

another activity, particularly for the much
younger crowd, is the kids’ tent. Though
there’s already a play set built into the park,
the WPF folks set up a special tent with kids’
activities running throughout the three days of
the festival. activities include art projects and
live performances – I know this first hand, as
my band the Polka Dots was enlisted to play
a little concert at the kids tent one year; the
next year we led a kids’ musical parade all
around the camp! and another kids’ project, is
the Watermelon Boat: Children would be
given watermelons and a helping hand in cre-
ating hollowed-out boats, which were then set
afloat in the Shenandoah River near the stage.
I watched the boats floating as I performed,
and I must say that I was a little jealous that I

didn’t get to make one, because they were
seriously amazing – floating down the river, a
parade of green and red-pink.

Of course, the most important attraction is
what the park is known for: the music! all
through the three days and three nights of the
festival music can be found everywhere, from
the main stage to the camps. But one very
important aspect of WPF is the casual, per-
sonal level on which everything is taken.
Once, I even got to hug the headlining band,
the Carolina Chocolate Drops, just because
they were there! It had been late and I had
nearly been asleep, but I still managed to grab
an embrace from Rhiannon and Dom before
they packed up their instruments. From jam-
ming with the famous to just having fun in the
audience, the music scene at WPF has some-
thing for everyone. and that goes for the
entire festival as well – so full of life and ener-
gy, Watermelon Park Fest always leaves you
with a smile on your face and a tap in your
toes, already excited for next year’s festivi-
ties.

Statistic Values YoY MoM

Total Sold Dollar Volume $251,832,379 +3.86% +13.15%

Closed Sales 578 +5.86% +13.11%

Median Sold Price $404,950 -1.23% +1.24%

avg Sold Price $435,696 -1.89% +0.03%

avg Days on Market 54 days -10% +14.89%

avg Sold to Orig List Ratio 97.15% +0.34% -0.41
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The Purcellville Wine and Food
Festival enjoyed a healthy turnout
on July 21 in Old Town Purcellville.

21st Street merchants opened
their doors and dressed up their out-
door spaces.

Martha Mason Semmes (small
inset photo) let her hair down in a
flash mob street dance organized by
Sara Johnson, a dance instructor at
Loudoun Valley Community Center.
Revelers enjoyed live music from the likes of
The Polka Dots, andrew McKnight, acoustic
Burgoo, andros, Mark Cullinane, and
Michael and Paige.   (Catch the dance on the
Blue Ridge Leader facebook page: face-

book.com\purcellvillewineandfoodfestival.)
Local wineries held wine tastings.  Restau-

rants and vendors offered food for sale.
Kudos to the town for a great time!

Purcellville Wine and Food Festival
Brings Good Times to Old Town

4 BR, 4.5 BA, 3924 sq. ft,
.24 acres

Lansdowne
$669,000
LO7889319

Lovettsville
$150,000
2.8 acres

Leesburg
$599,000

Commercial Bldg.
on 1/3 acres

Did You Know...

NEW LISTING

EVEN MORE!

Current LOW Inventory 
+ HIGH Buyer Activity 
= HOT Real Estate Market 

in Loudoun County!

Call Karen TODAY and she will get you moving!

4 BR, 6.5 BA, approx 
7000 sqft, 3.93 acres

Round Hill
$699,900
LO7775017

4 BR, 2 BA, horse farm,
11.41 acres (2 lots)
Lovettsville 

$649,900
LO7844509

PRICE REDUCED

4 BR, 4 BA, 3,052 sqft
3.4 acres

Hamilton 
$569,000

UNDER CONTRACT 4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,135 sqft
.13 acres backing 
to common area

Ashburn
$487,000

SOLD

Working cattle farm 
(until ’08) on 50+ acres!  
Predates the Civil War.

Lovettsville
$1.1M

Custom home to be built on 1
acre wooded lot! 3 BR, 2 BA.
LOW Clarke County taxes.

Bluemont 
$249,000

Bluemont 
$1300/month

Leesburg 
$3800/month

Sterling 
$1700/month

Waterford 
$3350/month

RENTALS

2 BR, 1 BA, 1200 sq ft 
1 acre

Lovettsville
$235,000
LO7889070

NEW LISTING

3 BR, 
3.5 BA, 

2222 sq ft,
.05 acres

Leesburg
$380,000
LO7887458

NEW LISTING

4 BR, 3.5 BA, 
5000 sq ft, 1.4 acres

Leesburg
$825,000
LO7893389

NEW LISTING
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2500 sq ft, 

.09 acres
Ashburn
$439,900
LO7893308

NEW LISTING

5 BR, 4.5 BA, 4519 sq ft,
3.06 acres

Hamilton 
$620,000
LO7884288

UNDER CONTRACT

4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3588 sqft
3.58 acres w/ pool

Leesburg 
$589,990
LO7816890




