Blue Ridge

Proposed Changel to County Assessor’s
Office Raise Alarm

— By Mary M. Bathory Vidaver

At its Nov. 13 public hearing, the Board of
Supervisors will consider whether or not to
transfer the real property assessment func-
tion to the Commissioner of the Revenue
Office. The Government Reform Commis-
sion (GRC) recommended such a transfer in
a memo dated Aug. 31, 2012. Although the
Board seemed inclined to adopt the recom-
mendation, state law requires a public hear-
ing prior to the amendment of county ordi-
nances.

Based on questions GRC members asked
county staff, the treasurer and the commis-
sioner of revenue, a key component of the
recommendation was a concern with issues
of governance and public perception. With
one exception, the GRC members and their
panel emphasized that a structure in which
the county assessor reported directly to the
board or indirectly through the county
administrator created the opportunity for
political manipulation of the county’s rev-
enue portfolio by the nine-member Board,
reduced “the independence of the assessment
function,” and increased “the potential for
the perception of impropriety” by the public.

“Either this crowd doesn’t know what
they’re doing or they really know what
they’re doing and are trying to pull a fast
one.”
— Jim Burton,
Former Blue Ridge District Supervisor

However, there appears to be a key omis-
sion in the materials provided to the GRC,
the GRC memo to the board, and the item
prepared by staff for the board’s public hear-
ing. Under state law, employees of an elect-
ed constitutional officer, such as the commis-
sioner of revenue, are at-will employees
unprotected by either state or county griev-
ance policies. They are essentially political
appointees, subject to the same pressures as
board aides, a program that is currently under
review due to abuses alleged in a report by
The Washington Post.

Former and current employees of the
county, who asked to remain anonymous,
worried that the change might leave asses-
sors without protection from political pres-
sure to reduce individual assessments.
Under the current structure, assessors are

Continued on page 19

Cub Scout Campers

Cub Scout Pack 1162 braved the cold
weather in October and held its annual Fall
Camp Out. More than 40 scouts participated
in the camp out. The Pack, lead by Kevin
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Bills, is accepting new members.
More information can be found at
www.pack1162.org.
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“Minor” Special Exception Sought for
New Purcellville Banquet Facility

There will be a public hearing Nov. 13 for
a "Minor Special Exception" (SPM1) for a
new banquet facility to include indoor and
outdoor events. The property is located 1/2
mile south from the Town of Purcellville on
Silcott Springs Road (690). The 234 acre
property is currently vacant land and is
zoned AR1 (agriculture rural-1). Under cur-
rent zoning, the property owner could host
ten events per year with a minimum of 14
days between events. The use is governed
under policies of the Revised General Plan.

The Revised General Plan identifies
appropriate rural business uses in order to
provide opportunities for rural tourism and
hospitality services. The potential uses
include bed and breakfasts, country inns,
rural retreats and corporate retreats, to name
a few.

The property, which is listed under the
name of River Bottom Land Trust, has
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applied to build a 7,200 sq. ft. facility with
two outdoor activity areas. "The applicant
anticipates that a minimum of 25 events per
year will be held at the site, however that
number could increase in the future. The
proposed Minor Special Exception for the

Continued on page 12

Loudoun Valley Veterans Club to Hold
Especially Meaningful Celebration

— By Andrea Gaines

Veteran's Day celebrations take many
forms, from the quiet graveside service to the
marching bands and potluck dinners. This
Veteran's Day, which the nation will celebrate
on Friday, Nov. 9 will be marked in an espe-
cially significant way by the Loudoun Valley
High School (LVHS) Veterans Club as the
school welcomes guest speaker and 2003
LVHS graduate Sgt. Rob Jones. A veteran of
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Jones lost
the lower half of both legs as he was trying to

Continued on page 12
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SURPRISTMCLY ARG

$325,000
3 ACRES & 2 CAR GARAGE

2 Level rambler that looks brand new. Large kitchen

w/bar. Terrific living room w/large picture window,

brick surround w/wood stove insert, Great 35X13
FR on lower level w/new carpet, Lower level also

offers several other finished rooms & full bath,

“Excellence in Real Estate”

NEW LISTING

$300,000
Over 16 Acres of beautiful land just north of
Leesburg, Old farm house with nice square footage.
Original wood floors and metal roof. Needs
n‘st:'.:raﬂon,hut could be a real beauty. Fabulous
views. Call for all details. In land use and seller not
responsible for roll back taxes, Sold strictly “as is”,

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY

LOVETTSVILLE

looking for a great project or someone W ho

wants to build a home in town with privacy.
Backs to park land.

$99,000
2.42 acre lot in town, Possibility of 5 lot subli
vision. Perlect opportunity for small builder

Ask Dr. Mike

Dr. Mike, I have two teenagers and a 9 year
old and they (and their father) are addicted to
their screens. We used to have family dinner
and weekends together but now everyone is
behind a TV screen, computer, iPad, gaming
system or smart phone. It’s driving me crazy.
Any thoughts on how to unplug and reboot
my family? — K in Loudoun County

K, It seems that you are alone in your posi-
tion that screen time usage is a problem in
your family, so eliciting change will likely be
met with defense by others. I would start by
speaking to your husband about how you
feel. See if he can manage your expectations
for change and make sure that your expecta-
tions are reasonable. Some examples might
include: Reinstituting family dinners, having
a family activity over the weekend and doing
homework and chores before screen usage. 1
would speak to your children only after you
and your husband are in agreement and have
a united game plan to share with them.
Amish Night is a strategy I like to recom-
mend to families who are drowning in screen
time. This involves your picking a night once
a week where no one in your family uses
screens from the moment they walk into the
house from their school day or workday. The
point of Amish Night is to reconnect and
rediscover yourselves again as a family —
without any screen activity. You or your hus-
band can check your smart phones in the
garage for work related affairs (if you must)
but no screens in the house during Amish
Night. Remember too that pre-teens and
teens rely on screens heavily in our society,

so much of what you are probably experienc-
ing is quite normal. Best to you in finding the
balance you are looking for with your loved
ones.

Dr. Mike, I recently had a baby and while
my husband hasn’t been horrible, he also
hasn’t been as helpful as I had hoped. He
refuses to sleep in our room with me
because he is a light sleeper, and I am up
breast-feeding every few hours during the
night. He tells me “someone needs to go to
work and make money.” It also seems like
he often puts himself first when the baby
and I should be first. For example, the gym
and weekend sports TV are way ahead of
diapers, meal prep, help with the other kids
and me. I can’t do it all. I am physically
and emotionally exhausted. Am I being
hormonal? — D in Loudoun County

D, First of all congratulations on the new
addition to your family! Regarding your
struggles with your husband, I think you
should start by being more sensitive to his
needs and position rather than correcting him
or pointing out how he is disappointing you

Continued on page 22

Whose farm is on your holiday table?

Farm Shop open

Thursday, Friday and
Saturday 11 am to 5:30/6:00 pm.

Fancy grocery stores in our area
are lining up to sell you expen-
sive, premium (and in some
cases labeled-organic) meats for
your holiday table. But...

B Just because it’s refered to as
premium, doesn’t mean it is
truly fresh.

B Just because it is expensive,
doesn’t mean it is the healthi-
est you can buy.

B Just because it’s labeled
organic doesn’t mean the ani-

Fields of Athenry Farm — right
up the road from you — cuts its
meats FRESH EVERY WEEK.

Our poultry, beef, pork and
lamb are pasture-raised and
hormone and anti-biotic free
... for truly healthy, truly fresh

mal wasn’t raised in a feedlot.

Home Delivery!

T L,
et Porks

meats worthy of your holiday
table.

Order from our website for pick
up here at the farm or for home
delivery.

And, come sample what our
farm has to offer with a glass of
wine and a freshly grilled meal
during our farm-to-table patio
service Fridays and Saturdays
this fall. Sip hot cider, see the
animals — we’re family friendly!

Fields of Athenry Farm

38082 Snickersville Turnpike Purcellville, VA 20132

Order online for weekly HOME DELIVERY
OR FARM PICK up at

D0.5765 for our patio schedule and

easonally adjusted hours.

wraw.FieldsofAthenryFarm.com
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An Interview With Round Hill
Mayor Scott Ramsey

— By Tim Jon

Scott T. Ramsey
currently serves his
second term as mayor
of Round Hill; he ran o
uncontested in the
last town election this
past May. He's had a
strong voice — with
clear opinions — in
representing his community before the Coun-
ty Board, and served 6 years on Town Coun-
cil prior to taking the dais as mayor. Scott
Ramsey and his family have lived in Round
Hill for the past 11 years; he's an engineer by
trade.

Tim Jon: For many in western Loudoun,
the water supply and the availability of
municipal water and sewer services dictate
building — and (to some extent) — living con-
ditions. How much do these issues loom over
your decisions as mayor of Round Hill?

Scott Ramsey: In terms of our budget, our
staff and council time, the fees paid by our
customers, and the impact of our decisions,
utility issues are far more significant than
most people realize. Round Hill has a unique
situation in Loudoun County where approxi-
mately 80 percent of our system users live
outside our town limits. We are a town of 560
ensuring water supplies and sanitation for a
user population of 3,000, and planning for a
final user population close to 5,000. The

JOE FLEMING
PAINTING
CONTRACTORS

&

Joe Fleming
PAINTING
CONTRACTORS
103 7711494

WHILE YOU GO PAINT THE TOWN!

Family Owned and Operated ~ Serving Loudoun County Since 1997
Over 35 Years Experience
* (ustom Residential Inferior & Exterior * Deck Staining and Sealing

» Exterior Wood Replacement * Honest and Dependable

» Wallpaper Removal Mechanics

* Drywall Repair * Every Job Ovner Supervised
* Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning * Licensed and Insured

* Power Washing Siding ond Decks ~~* Free Esfimates

Our primary focus is servicing the needs of residential
customers located in and around Loudoun County.

the best work and customer service available.

JOE FLEMING PAINTING CONTRACTORS
703-771-1494 » Cell 703-431-7751
www.joeflemingpainting.com

Thcnk You Loudoun County for Voting Us Your #1 Painting Contructor
A\ = Voted #1 Pcunt Ccntrqctorl.eesburg Today

responsibility to that population looms over
our entire town government.

TJ: In contrast, historic preservation must
also be a concern for the Round Hill govern-
ment; how do you move through the 21st
Century- and keep intact the treasures from
the past? Or, do you?

SR: Round Hill has a rich history as a rail-
road town that is expressed in many of our
homes and businesses. To preserve that,
though, the town favors voluntary over coer-
cive approaches. Round Hill recently
achieved formal recognition and access to
some beneficial tax programs by our listing in
the National Register of Historic Places. In
past years town residents have debated
whether to adopt a historic zoning district
with mandatory regulations on facades and
uses, and just recently a council committee
reviewed blight ordinances to see if they
might work in Round Hill. But the town
determined in both cases to avoid establishing
a new adversarial relationship between town
and homeowner.

TJ: The County Board voted to reduce the
planned size of the future Sheriff Substation
in Round Hill; will that work for the Town,
and when's something going to happen with
that?

SR: The Sheriff's office needs a new facil-
ity, and thus the town is supportive of the
overall project. But Round Hill has supported
a smaller substation from the beginning, with

Continued on page 21

LLL]

We are committed fo providing you with

On the web w1th daily updates at www.brleader.com

PROPANE
T00MOCH

0_-,

A 5-MINUTE CALL COULD
SAVE YOU §1,000 OR
MORE ON YOUR PROPANEI

GALL TODAY
TO START SAVING!

(940)687-3608

(4
) Hunt Cou
ropane’

LESS - LOCAL - HONEST | LOUDOUN - FAUQUIER - CLARKE - PW




page 4

EDITORIAL

Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Today

November 2012

Apartment Complex Wrong For Purcellville

— By Karen Jimmerson

Growth has impacts on every aspect of
quality of life that people care about: envi-
ronmental, social amenity, economic wel-
fare, and cost of living. Many current resi-
dents of Purcellville moved here because of
the way it is; newcomers are attracted by the
way it is; and few would argue that they made
the choice based on what it might become.

| am opposed to the proposed high-densi-
ty apartment complex off Hirst Road; a devel-
opment that could bring in excess of 600
additional residents and would have nearly 10
percent of the town’s population traveling
through this corridor. This complex would be
the fourth tax-credit (low-income) property
in Purcellville, a town that has a higher ratio
of tax-credit properties per capita than all
other communities in Loudoun County.

Growth has many effects besides the
need to build infrastructure to accommo-
date it but often reveals inadequate infra-
structure at all levels. This development in
particular will impact the loss of green
spaces, increased traffic, crowded schools,
crime, more social services/police outlays,
and countless others that are not easily
measured. Lowering our quality of life
would be bad enough, but this growth and
development will also increase our taxes.

The Comprehensive Plan for the town
specifically points out the need to preserve
open spaces for public use. Residents of
Purcellville currently enjoy outdoor educa-
tion and physical recreation provided at lit-
tle or no cost with the Catoctin stream,
nature trails, woods, and fields to play in.
This wetland and creek provide a vital
resource for our environment and when
this land is gone we then must build recre-
ation facilities and create systems for water
runoff, all of which are expensive and tax-
payer funded. Our Town Council says we
can’t afford to purchase open land yet pur-
chased/rehabilitated a church that cost
triple what a new building would cost. Since
Bob Lazaro has been mayor, our debt has

increased by over 60 million dollars. This
too will increase our taxes.

Our community is growing rapidly and
the overcrowding of schools in western
Loudoun was lowered in recent years with
the opening of several new schools and will
come back with this development and
other high-density developments just out-
side of town limits. The Board of Education
expects budget cuts of 68 million in the
next budget. With limited resources we will
continue to have difficulty in building new
schools fast enough to accommodate this
growth. The path to more schools is yet
another tax increase.

| believe the current Purcellville Town
Council believes that growth is justified on
the basis that new residents will increase
the tax base and support increased retail
development. The growth of shopping
opportunities is driven by growth in dispos-
able income; the income demographic in
this proposed apartment complex would
not support the desired increase in com-
mercial development. The influx of strip
malls and larger stores may provide more
shopping opportunities and encourage
spending in Purcellville, but will negatively
impact downtown areas, local small busi-
nesses, and transportation patterns. We
should not allow the town to provide huge
giveaways to real estate developers and
landowners on the basis of unproven theo-
ries and become what we all moved to Pur-
cellville to get away from.

Quality of life does not always deterio-
rate when population grows, however one
recent study from U.C. Irvine found that
less densely packed people are friendlier
towards their neighbors Since people are
free to move, we can assume that the peo-
ple who live in Purcellville did so because a
small, friendly town appealed to them.

Declare your opposition by visiting
GoPetition.com, Purcellville Residents
Opposed to Apartment Complex Next to
Catoctin Creek.
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Purcellville’s Water & Sewer Rates Fiasco

Taxpayers Foot the Bill For Overcapacity & Mismanagement

— By Valerie Cury Joyner

In late October, the Purcellville Town
Council considered the issue of monthly
billing for Purcellville water & sewer cus-
tomers, and at a worksession meeting decid-
ed against it because it would initially cost
approximately $50,000 for the software
required. (Customers are now billed on a bi-
monthly basis.) But, this is as far as the
town’s cost-savings’ ethic goes ...

Background - how much does it cost
the town to produce water?

The answer of how much it costs the
town to produce water is found in the budg-
et for the water fund. The annual budget for
the water fund is almost $3.3 million ... but,
after you subtract the cost of debt service
(interest plus principle) and a charge back to
the general fund, the budget is reduced to
just over $1.5 million. Using May as a typical
month, the average amount of town water
pumped was 586,000 gallons per day. So, let's
round up to an even 600,000 and do the
math. The formula is approximately
$1,500,000 (cost) divided by 600 times 365
days = cost per thousand gallons ... or $6.96.
So, the cost of Purcellville water per cus-
tomer is $6.96 per gallon.

In actuality, however, the water rates
start at $6.35 and go all the way up to $54.55
per thousand. So, anyone who is paying
$54.55 is paying substantially more than it
costs. Of course there are fixed charges
each period also — called meter fees or basic
bimonthly charges. But, one starts with a
base charge and adds on according to the
amount of water used. The income section
of the budget calls for withdrawing $823,000
from reserves to balance the budget. That is
why the water rates are going up so fast.
Either the town expands to absorb the over-
capacity businesses and residents are paying
for, or the rates must go up even more. The

revenue expected from the water fees this
year is $2.1 million. In order to break even,
the fees need to go up by the shortfall
amount ($823,000). Therefore, the rate for
water must increase by approximately 40
percent to break even. (FYI, in comparison,
Loudoun County's water base rate is only
$2.04 per thousand.)

Background — how much does it cost
the town to process sewage?

Let's use the $600,000 figure as the usage
for the sewer system.

The sewer influent is dependent on
weather in that an extremely old system like
Purcellville’s is subject to rainfall influent. For
the month of May, the number is reasonably
close. So, performing the same analysis on
the sewer (wastewater) fund budget, leads to
the following ... The budget is just under $4.4
million. After the cost of debt service and
charge back is subtracted, the budget is just
over $1.4 million. Using a similar formula to
the water, the sewer cost is $6.43 per thou-
sand. So, the obvious question that one
might ask is that why does the Purcellville
sewer system charge customers $14.21 per
thousand if the real cost of processing and
operating the plant is only $6.43? (Loudoun
County charges only $4.02 per thousand.)

The answer to this is in “making the mort-
gage” The debt service for the Purcellville
sewer plant is just over $2.4 million. It
becomes even bigger when you realize that
this year the budget calls for over $1.7 mil-
lion to be transferred in from reserves. Fur-
thermore, sewer fees are only expected to
bring in $2.5 million. In other words, the fees
must increase by $1.7 million to break even.
And, this must be increased before the
reserves are exhausted. Thus, the sewer fees
must increase by another 68 percent in
order to break even.

Continued on page 7

We Welcome Your Letters to the Editor!

Submissions may be sent to Edi-
tor@BRLeader.com, or via mail to
PO Box 325, Purcellville, VA 20134-
0325.

Please include your name,

address and telephone number. We
reserve the right to edit submissions
as necessary. Deadline for print edi-
tion is the third week of each month,
or, online any time.

Letters to the Editor

The Real Meaning of Aloha ... Lost

Dear Editor:

| have come full circle from Moloka’i,
Hawai’i back to the old Quaker Brown Fam-
ily Farm, where | once lived and worked in
the late seventies. Much has remained the
same, but there are some drastic changes.

The heritage of the farm dates back 250
years. By all rights it should be made a state
if not a national treasure in our historical
records of Virginia.

The farm is still alive with orchards of
apples, pears, blackberries and cherries.
Stands of walnut trees date back to the early
part of the last century. Families and droves
of school children come to enjoy a day of

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

picking, picnicking, and learning about the
orchards.

However, due to the blind vision of local
officials, the Brown Farm is being split in two
by ambitious, unnecessary road construc-
tion.

It saddens my heart that this once quiet,
peaceful farm is being disturbed by the sound
of heavy equipment and construction cutting
through the tranquil orchards. | am left with
the bittersweet thankfulness that Howell and
Irma Brown, who | consider my second par-
ents, are not here to see their farm devastat-
ed by so called progress and disregard of pri-
vate property.

Continued on page 5
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Commiittees at a Glance

Committees at a Glance
informs our readers about the inner
workings of local government and
how actions and decisions impact our
everyday lives. Here we discuss
recent actions of the county
Finance/Government Services and

Operations Committee.

Board of Supervisors
Finance/Government Services and
Operations Committee
- Oct. 22,2012

— By Mary M. Bathory Vidaver
@ Topic: Aldie Fire Station

At the Oct. 22 Finance/Government
Services & Operations Committee meeting,
the supervisors resumed the discussion
where to build a new Aldie Fire & Rescue
Center. As one of its first actions in January,
the new Board unanimously approved a
motion by Blue Ridge Supervisor Janet
Clarke (R) to reject the site purchased by
the prior Board within the Little River
Estates subdivision and initiate a more trans-
parent public process by asking landowners
to submit potential sites for consideration.

The county received four submissions of
which two met the county’s requirements.
The first proposal is a 14.66 acre lot to be
subdivided from the larger parcel owned by
Gilberts Corner, LP at the southeast quad-
rant of Gilberts Corner. It comes with a
steep price tag of $3.5 million. At $238,745
per acre, it is about |.5 times the amount
paid for the original site.

Based on its location, the county’s
Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency
Management Services (DFREM) staff ques-

tioned whether they could meet their oper-
ational requirements to provide back-up
assistance to the Middleburg and Philomont
service areas. “Aldie station is probably one
of the more strategic stations in the county,’
explained DFREM Chief Keith Brower. The
site currently has no road access and it is
unclear whether VDOT would approve an
emergency vehicle entrance within the
Gilbert’'s Corner roundabout system.

The second site,a 7.79 acre parcel at the
intersection of Route 50 and Snickersville
Turnpike, has a far lower asking price
($560,000), but significant site development
costs. Based on the topography, staff esti-
mated that those costs might run as high as
$4,775,000. Although this site has direct
access to Route 50, staff questioned
whether equipment would be able to safely
exit and enter the facility due to the lay-out
of the intersection and the approaching
roads.

Sounding discouraged, Brower promised
the committee, “Given these two sites, |
guess we'll make it work” However, he
qualified his promise with the hope that
“maybe there’s another site that could pos-
sibly come in at the last minute.”

While noting that neither site appeared
optimal, Board members gave no indication
that they would return to the site chosen by
the 2008 Board, calling it a “false start” A
few residents of the Little River Estates sub-
division objected to a process they claimed
lacked transparency and to a use they con-
sidered incompatible with a high-end resi-
dential community. They sued the county
and contributed to Clarke’s and Ken Reid’s
(R-Leesburg) election campaigns. That prop-
erty is now for sale.

Although not a member of the commit-
tee, Clarke attended the Oct. 22 meeting.
According to Clarke,“Where | stand on this
is just conducting a truly public process and

Continued on page 20

Misuse of Office?

In March of this year, a staff aide to Ster-
ling Supervisor Eugene Delgaudio went to
the county’s Human Resources Department
to file a complaint against her employer. The
aide, Donna Mateer, was fired later that day.

In an eight-page statement, Mateer
described a hostile work environment in
which she and her fellow aides were subject-
ed to verbal abuse and tirades in which Del-
gaudio mocked racial minorities and homo-
sexuals. She also says that she was instruct-
ed to spend most of her time making
appointments for Delgaudio with potential
political donors, a violation of county policy.
Mateer’s allegations, supported by other for-
mer aides and donors on the so-called “Igor
list,” were made public in a Washington Post
article at the end of Sept.

It was not until the publication of that arti-
cle that Chairman Scott York acknowledged
a March meeting with senior staff during
which he and Vice-Chair Janet Clarke were
informed of Mateer’s allegations. In a press
release dated Oct. 2,York stated: “When the
Board’s leadership team was made aware of
these allegations against Supervisor Delgau-
dio, we asked that the complaint filed against
Mr. Delgaudio be given to Loudoun County
Commonwealth Attorney Jim Plowman for
review. Mr. Plowman then referred the mat-
ter to the Commonwealth Attorney’s office
in Arlington for an independent assessment.
Based on the information provided at that
time, the Arlington’s Commonwealth Attor-
ney [Theo Stamos] did not recommend pur-
suing any charges against Mr. Delgaudio.”

However, emails obtained from both
Plowman and Stamos show that neither of
them received a large package of documen-
tary evidence taken from Delgaudio’s office
by Mateer and provided to York at his
request. An email exchange between the
prosecutors indicates that neither had
knowledge of any additional documents.
When asked why he withheld the records,
York maintained that Plowman and Stamos
should have sought them from Mateer

“It doesn’t ultimately matter whether
staff aides were setting up meetings to
raise funds for Public Advocate, or for
Delgaudio’s reelection campaign, or for
some other interest of his that isn’t coun-
ty business,” said Real Advocate’s David
Weintraub. “What we don’t understand
is why the rest of the board is trying so
hard to protect him, why it is that York
and Clarke, at least, sat on this informa-
tion for seven months, and did absolutely
nothing until they were forced to by the
Washington Post story. Donna Mateer
trusted them, and she never heard from
them again.”

directly, saying “I'm not a prosecutor, that’s
their job.”

At its October 3 business meeting, the
Board of Supervisors (including Delgaudio)
voted unanimously to hire an outside firm to
investigate the matter, setting a maximum
budget of $15,000.

The possession of the additional records
by York and the limited information provided
to the prosecutors came to light after a new
Political Action Committee requested the
documents under Virginia’s Freedom of
Information Act. The Real Advocate PAC —
a poke at the name of Delgaudio’s nonprofit
group “Public Advocate” — was formed last
month by four Loudoun residents, including
former county supervisor Stevens Miller, his
wife Liz, and Equality Loudoun co-founders
Jonathan and David Weintraub. According to
its website, the PAC’s mission is to oppose
“any elected official, regardless of their party,
who relies on, promotes, or condones the
hatred of any class of persons.” Earlier this
year, the Southern Poverty Law Center
added Delgaudio’s nonprofit to its listing of
hate groups, claiming that it has “for years ...
spread lies and vitriol about LGBT people to
raise funds.”

While the Real Advocate PAC doesn’t
assert that the alleged improper fundraising
was for Public Advocate, Communications

Continued on page 21

Letters to the Editor, continued from page 4

Officials may often be blinded by false
progress and revenue. Perhaps they need to
take a stroll though the rows of Quaker Her-
itage and find the real meaning of Aloha.

— John David Myers, Purcellville

Not Built for Earthquakes

Dear Editor:

Our house is shaking. You can feel the
floors vibrate when you walk on them, or the
chair shaking as you sit and write a letter.
The glasses on the shelves rattle against one
another with a delicate tinkling sound. It hap-
pens every day of the week, for hours on end.

Only once did | feel the same kind of
vibration in the house. That was the August
before last, when for several seconds, the 5.8
earthquake near Mineral Virginia shook the
house for a few seconds, at most. My son
came downstairs and we looked at each
other and | said, "Is that what an earthquake
feels like?" And he nodded, (*having lived for

years in L.A)), "That's exactly what it feels
like."

Now it’s constant. Heavy machinery much
too close to our 1908 house to be safe for
the foundation, building a road, pounding the
earth, crushing whatever is below, including
whatever archeological artifacts that might
have been recovered (two arrowheads have
been found on the farm). And, it will contin-
ue for many more weeks.

The house has stood for over one hun-
dred years. It's a very well-built house. But
then, it wasn't built for earthquakes.

— Uta Brown, Purcellville

WOW, WOW, WOW!
Dear Editor:

What else can we say about the 2nd annu-
al Purcellville Halloween Block Party. The
people of Purcellville and our neighbors from
surrounding communities came out in droves
to party in Old Town Saturday night and had

a awesome time! The costumes were a sight
to see in the crowd of 5,000, and many went
home with cash prizes and trophies for their
effort.

We must thank the following companies
and organizations for without their support
we would never have pulled this off. First and
foremost thank you to the Town of Purcel-
Iville, Mayor Bob Lazaro, Town Manager Rob
Lohr, the Town Council and Mitch from Pub-
lic Works; whatever we asked the Town for
they provided it.The list goes on : the Purcel-
Iville Business Association and President Jim
Bowman for handling the finances and getting
the word out to potential sponsors; Improv
Comedy group "Last Ham Standing" for a
hilarious show, Dave Levinson of
Wickedesign.com for the most creative art
and poster design; Scott Kinney of Shamrock
Music Shoppe for organizing the live music
and Ben Weber, publisher of the Purcellville
Gazette for MC-ing like a pro! Much grati-

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

tude to our costume contest judges: Mayor
Bob Lazaro, Loudoun County Supervisor
Janet Clarke (Blue Ridge District), Chief of
Police Darryl Smith, and Miss America 201 |
Teresa Scanlan. Some tough decisions you
had to make. A "BIG THANKS" to all the
sponsors for their monetary support; Giant
for taking on the main sponsorship, Butterfly
Gourmet, Middleburg Bank, Piper Dan's
Keltic Shoppe,Market Burger & Fries, Atoka
Properties, Boodacades BBQ, Casper Insur-
ance Group, Bank of Clarke County, Purcel-
Iville Gazette, Zicht & Associates,PLC, Chap-
man Group, Mark Nelis, PA., Tony Hudimac,
CPA, Dr. Annette Hudler, Magnolias at the
Mill, Ken Nichols & Nichols Hardware ( for
the use of your parking lot and electricity),
Dental Smiles, TMG Construction,Loudoun
Veterinary Service, Yoga Time Studio, Purcel-
Iville Community Marketplace,Sarah Hunting-
ton Photography and the Blue Ridge Eagle

Continued on page 6
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=« Welcome Winter!

Loudoun County’s
Oldest Yoga Studio
now has a

New Home!,(_(
AR

t(x f(‘

130 N. 21 Street, Purcellville
(across from Nichols Hardware)
571-405-1481
mindy@yogatimestudio.com
www.yogatimestudio.com

LET GATEWAY CLEANERS
HANDLE THE DIRTY WORK.

DRY CLEANING COMFORTERS
SHIRT SERVICE REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
WEDDING GOWNS . LAUNDRY SERVICE

30% OFF

WITH 5 OR MORE DRY CLEANING ITEMS

GATEWAY
CLEANERS

Located in the Harris Teeter Shopping Center

150-E Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, Va 20132

540-338-2485

M-F: 7 am.-7 pm.
Sat: Bam. -5 p.m

Letters to the Editor, continued from page 5

Ladies Auxiliary. Steve Vermecky, Loudoun Valley H.S. and
Jerry Gordon,Woodgrove H.S. for providing us with student
volunteers. The following individuals helped with the kids'
games: Warren Grossman, Rose Mohammed, Sam & Ray
Rees, Jane' La Fleur, Terry Nelis and the Girl Scouts, Mindy
Piland, Darren and Shannon Casper and family. And last but
not least to all the fantastic people who came dressed in
costumes or came out to watch those in costumes; you
were the party!Until next year and the 3rd Annual Purcel-
Iville Halloween Block Party which will be bigger and better,
thanks again to everyone!
— Michael Oaks & Kim Patterson-Oaks
Chaircouple, Purcellville Halloween
Block Party, Re-Love It

First Friday — Shop Local

Dear Editor:

Since September the retail and service merchants have
donated time and funding to making this sleepy town come
alive. Horse-drawn carriage rides, face-painting, free
munchies and beverages, live music, and wine tastings from
wineries as far as Delaplane,Virginia, have all been a part of
keeping it local. These businesses strive to keep the charm
of the Town to what attracted residents to settle in Purcel-
Iville. This truly is a hometown feel where residents and vis-
itors co-mingle one night of the month for a family-friendly
free event.

Advertisement has been through press releases, tourism
websites and social media outlets. With little success have |
been able to have the Town of Purcellville acknowledge or

endorse the event. Several attempts have been made to
have the mayor include it in his bimonthly newsletters, and
also in the Citizens Update that is mailed to town residents,
again with no success. Similar private business events such as
the Townwide Tag Sale and the Halloween Block Party have
been advertised using your tax dollar. So what singles out First
Friday? Ask the mayor next time you see him why he doesn’t
include First Friday in any of his communications.

You see, you don’t have to spend $15,000 to create an
event that brings revenue one day a year — funding of that
magnitude could have been used for radio, television of
newspaper advertisement for a year’s worth of ads. Hard-
working, passionate business owners and dedicated resi-
dents that appreciate the town’s charm and know the mean-
ing of shop local, make this event a success. Thanks to every-
one that participated in the previous First Fridays. Decem-
ber 7th will be our last official event for the year and will
resume in March. Follow us on Facebook — Purcellville First
Friday for announcements.

— Mary Beth Barbagallo

Resident & Owner; Above Ground Winery

Send a Letter to the Editor!

Submit to Editor@BRLeader.com, or via mail
to PO Box 325, Purcellville, VA 20134-0325.
Include your name, address and telephone num-
ber. We reserve the right to edit submissions as
necessary. Deadline for print edition is the third
week of each month, or, online any time.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Starts with Nichols Hardware

‘WOOD STOVES | KEROSENE HEATERS | ELECTRIC HEATERS
ALL FIREPLACE ACCESSORIES | GLOVES

We'll warm your hands
and your hearts!

Shop for Holiday
Gifts with us!

N lCHOLS HARDWARE
131:N21st St-Purcellville, VA

940-338-7151

BALCH'S

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Servicing Loudoun County since 1995

. PRND3L

Complete service & repair for
Domestic, Imports, and
European cars, light &

medium trucks, and RVS.

N

over 1,800 Warranty
Locations Nationwide

701 A W. Main Street, Purcellville, VA

540-338-7447

www.atra.com
www.BalchsTransmissionService.com
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200 Unit Apartment Complex Update

Less than two weeks after attorney and
developer Mark Nelis spoke to the board of
Old Dominion Valley about the possibility of
a 200 unit apartment complex going on the
Stupar property, a comprehensive plan
amendment application, and a zoning amend-
ment application were filed at the Town of
Purcellville for the property. Mark Nelis is
representing Nusbaum Realty who envisions
developing the 200 unit apartment complex
on 13.72 acres of the 20.43 acre parcel. The
property is located on Hirst Road in Purcel-
lville across from the Purcellville Safety Cen-
ter.

On the zoning map amendment and com-
prehensive plan amendment the 13.72 acre

parcel is listed for 176 multi-family residen-
tial units with a recreation facility. However,
in town committee meetings staff has said
that the plan calls for 200 apartments (six
buildings) and 422 parking spaces. There are
also requested changes to reduce the distances
from a nearby private drive, from the side or
rear of the property line, between buildings
and from a major stream. They are also seek-
ing modification of the required 50 foot type
2 buffer from the roadfront, and have request-
ed a smaller 20 foot buffer.

The proposed zoning for the area is PDH-
15. At the Nov. | Planning Commission
Workshop meeting it was discussed that the

Continued on page 19

Water & Sewer, continued from page 4

Purcellville is stuck with the town's
poor choices with respect to a over-
priced $33 million plant with too much
capacity, operating costs out control
and exploding debt service.

The typical usage in Purcellville is around
200 gallons per household per day — already
pretty low compared to the rate of about
500 gallons per household per day in eastern
Loudoun. And, commercial firms are already
really hard hit by water rates. For compari-
son, Purcellville has |7 rates starting with the
basic rate of $6.35 per thousand for the first
5,000 gallons per billing period and up to a
rate of $54.55 for anything above 600,000
gallons in the two-month period. Loudoun

County's rates start at just $2.04 for residen-
tial, for the first 25,000 gallons and end at just
$7.62 for anything above 50,000 gallons. (The
commercial range is $2.69 to $5.69.)

Why the big differences?

Purcellville could have chosen to build a
modest new water & sewer plant that would
have keep water & sewer rates at a modest
level ...instead of a $33 million plant designed
to service a hugely "overbuilt" Purcellville. At
the time the new plant was built, the existing
plant was still operating at just 40% capacity.
Now, we have a plant that operates at just
30% capacity ... despite recent growth ... and
the current residents of Purcellville at paying
through the nose for it.

DESIGN/BUILD
MAINTENANCE
COMPANY

o

OASIS 703.723.0099

LANDSCAPING wWwWw.0ASIS-LANDSCAPING.COM

HARDSCAPES | LANDSCAPING | DECKS

FENCES | IRRIGATION | LIGHTING | PAVILIONS
PERGOLAS | OUTDOOR KITCHENS

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

On the Market ...
withSamRees ,

Serving Round Hill, Purcellville, Bluemont, Hamilton, Leesburg,
Lovettsville, Middleburg, Waterford Since 1996

Outstanding Views on
10.38 Acres. Custom home
will surprise you with
unique flair, Stocked pond
and glorious POOL!

BLUEMONT

( Near Unison & Upperville)-
Storybook setting for you and
your horses. Classic stone
farmhouse with 7 stall barn &
beautiful dressage arena.
Beautiful interior w/ 4
fireplaces! Pristine gardens
and bucolic views.

HAMILTON

Commercial. Fantastic
downtown location in
Hamilton. Store front with two
offices, kitchenette and bath.

LO7843471

BLUEMONT

Hobo, a very healthy male cat,
needs a loving home, Hobo is fully
vaccinated and is FeLV/FIV
negative. He will make a great
farm/barn cat and is happy indoors
or out. He is a big hunter.
Casey’s House for Unwanted Cats
in Bluemont.

) Email Cindy Ingram at:
info@caseyhouse.org

(REAI. ESTATE UPDATE: SEPTEMBER REMAINED STEADY AT 41 DAYS

ON MARKET. Average sold price in September was up 6.81% over
Sepfember 201 1. . sourceel LLC - an MRIS company.

ON THE MARKET... WITH SAM REES. If you are thinking about buying or selling o home |
hape you will consider giving me a call. 1'd like to hear about your needs and goals and see if we can make something great
happen for you.

r Y Call Sam Rees

ﬁ ATOKA Associate Broker
PROPERTIES

A Division of Middleburg Real Estate
. v

a]l]

703-408-4261 DCIE]

Sam@atokaproperties.com
www.atokaproperties.com
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come) Explore-the
/ difference.

The Viliage at Orchard
Ridge, the new destination
for vibrant senior living in
the Shenandoah Valley,

features everything you love about
living in your own home - and takes
care of everything you don't. The
maintenance-free lifestyle means you
no longer worry about household
chores. Just turn the key and go! From
world-class cuisine to life enrichment
and the opportunity to have health
care services delivered to your home,
The Village at Orchard Ridge is
definitely worth exploring.

THE VILLAGE AT
ORCHARD RIDGE

A National Lutheran Community

Leam more about how to
make The Village at Orchard
Ridge your new home.

“Come Explore”
Open Houses

Join us at the Sales Center for
tasty treats and a tour of our model
apartment and building site.

Wednesday, November 14
Thursday, December 6
Site tours at

1:45 p.m. & 2:45 p.m.
Seating is limited.

The Village at

Orchard Ridge Sales Center
320 Westside Station Drive
Winchester, VA 22601

RSVPby calling

877-410-8995

or by visiting
www.orchardridgeva.org/rsvp

The Village at Orchard Ridge is sponsored
by National Lutheran Communities &
Services, a faith-based, not-for-profit
ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, serving people of all
beliefs.

Sales Center | 320 Westside Station Drive | Winchester, VA 22601
www.orchardridgeva.org/rsvp

The Village at Orchard Ridge is quickly
turning from vision to reality right
before your eyes! There is still time to
take advantage of the flexible entrance
fee options and choices in the selection
of your new home.

Call us at 877-410-8995.

BECOME AN ORCHARD CLUB MEMBER TODAY!

The Orchard Club Benefit Package is available now to

those who select The Village at Orchard Ridge as their
home. Call 877-410-8995 for details!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

G
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Wild Loudoun

The Life & Times of
Wild Turkeys
— By Andrea Gaines

Early last spring I was heading north on
route 340 towards Berryville — leaving Clarke
County and heading into Loudoun County.

I'd heard lots of friends talk about how
remarkable it was to come upon a flock of
wild turkeys. But, this, this was amazing! A
huge group of what looked to be 75 or 100
mini dinosaur-like birds, fanning out across
an old cornfield, oblivious to the cars
zipping by them, methodically comb-
ing the ground for food.

Turkey is such a common mass-
produced food to us all, particularly
around the holidays, that we forget
this ground bird is also a fairly com-
mon wild animal.

In the early 1930s wild turkeys
were on the verge of extinction. But,
today, thanks to wildlife restoration
and protection programs, wild turkey
are fairly abundant. 200,000 wild
turkeys are estimated to occur in the
state of Virginia, alone.

In turkey speak, a "gobbler" is a male and
a "hen" is a female.

The male is quite colorful, especially dur-
ing the breeding season, sporting the beauti-
ful fanned tail we all associate with this
ground bird's famous profile ... for he needs
to get noticed.

The female has a greyish blue head and
grey to brown body. Pretty, too, but she is

Now o A o AV 2 ST
Photos courtesy of the National Wild Turkey
Federation

colored for concealment and protection from
predators.

Turkey courtship begins in late March and
early April. Females lay their eggs beginning
in mid-April and the population's eggs are
incubated during the first week of May. In
most areas, eggs can be found in shallow dirt
depressions surrounded by woody shrubs and
vegetation that conceals the nest.

Continued on page 22

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT
DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed adult day

centers provide:

. Asafe, social environment
with therapeutic activities
Respite for caregivers
needing support & free time
Reasonable sliding scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM - 5:30PM

Purcellville
Carver Center (off S. 20th St.)
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Ashburn

(off George Washington Blvd.)
45140 Riverside Parkway

571-258-3232

Leesburg
(near Leesburg Airport)
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Recreation & Community Services

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks,

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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First Step of a High School Student’s Future

— By Hannah James

It’s eight in the morning,
a Saturday. Pencils tap on
desktops, legs nervously
shake up and down, and
fingernails are chewed and
bitten. But different from
any other normal day in a
Loudoun County high school, these are the
only sounds heard in the empty hallways as
students begin the four-hour long test, the
SAT.

The SAT is a standardized college entry test
that nearly every high school student in Amer-
ica will take before they graduate. Split into
three sections, math, critical reading, and writ-
ing, the test has a total of 2400 points possible.
The limited topics tested in the SAT create
opposing views among public school juniors.
Most students argued that the test is too
restrictive, and well-rounded students might
deserve placement in a college that their low
SAT scores would prevent. Some students dis-
agree, of course. “It tests the main, and most
substantial, elements of education and intelli-
gence,” said Jonathan Scoggins.

Students are ready to fiercely make their
point when asked about the ‘fairness’ of the
SAT. “I don’t feel like it’s really a measure of
intelligence because your score depends on
how well you can take a particular kind of
test,” said junior Hayley Tilghman, agreeing
with a popular criticism of standardized tests.
However, junior Katie Mallett believes that
the test is fair because “we are given advance
notice of what will be on the test so everyone
has time to prepare”.

Despite conflicting views on the SAT, most
high school students plan not only to take the

test at least two times, but they also participate
lengthy preparatory rituals before the big day
arrives. These customs include taking classes
provided by both the public school system and
private tutors, ordering thick yet beneficial
SAT study books, and some people go the
extra mile to make sure they understand the
format of the test. “I have SAT questions
emailed to me every day,” said junior Mary
Rose Lunde, referring to a service provided by
College Board, the publisher of the SAT. Inter-
estingly, these opening acts usually only take
place before the first SAT is taken. “I didn’t
prepare at all for the second one [I took],” said
senior Michael Bruce with a laugh.

While the SAT is the main test that the
nation affiliates with college entry, an increas-
ing number of colleges are starting to accept
the ACT as appropriate application material as
well. The ACT tests on a broader range of top-
ics, which would appeal to students who dis-
like the rigid question types of the SAT. Some
students shy away from the ACT, though,
because they believe it’s based knowledge as
opposed to the logic questions of the SAT.
Then again, the ACT appeals more to some
than the SAT. “It has more straight forward
questions,” said junior Alyssa Bruce.

Nevertheless, no matter what test is taken,
whether the SAT or the ACT, a collective sigh
of relief is breathed when the test proctor final-
ly calls time and nubs of pencils slip from tired
fingers. Sweaty hands wipe stressed brows as
it is remembered that the test is only the first
step into the long journey of college applica-
tions. There is still a long journey ahead.

Hannah James is a junior at Potomac Falls
High School, and a member of the GSA Stu-
dent Board.

greens

Farm Stand Always Open 9am to 9pm
540 338-7445 www.CrookedRunOrchard.com

We supply the cider, apples &
you supply the fun!

b |

Crooked Run Orchard, 37883 Main Street, Purcellville, VA 20132, at the
intersection of Business 7 & Route 287, Support your local farm!

T.. L i

Cars for
Homes™

Habitat

for Humanity®

Nice car.

DONATE YOUR
VEHIGLE TO HELP
BUILD HOMES IN

LOUDOUN GOUNTY.

It is quick and easy to donate your car, truck,
RV, boat or motorcycle. Your donation may
be eligible for a tax deduction!

Donate before the end of the year
and your car’s value is matched, putting
more money towards building homes.

Learn more at www.carsforhomes.org

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com




Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun Today November 2012

Shop Local, Shop Purcellville ...
-/

@—;\m RE-LOVE IT o
(i- '

iisitmasy ij
&Nuhda:) Frashions;

/ YOU’LLSAVE UPTO

70% OFF

~""MALL PRICES

-LOVE IT

A consiGnment ShoPPe
HOME DECOR & CLOTHING BOUTIQUE = AND MORE

Pipeﬁ Dan’s
Kel€ic Shoppe
QB ish & Scottsh Tmports

Come See Us in Our New Location

109 E. Main Street,
Old Town Purce“wﬂe VA '

@ 540-751-0777

Belleek (ah».n Crystal \Iu[[mgar]”wfer
Celtic Jewelry - “ Trish Foods  Linens - Fragrances
Leather Goods + Hand Knits - nghl'md\"»’mr Kilt Rentals
Bridal Registry - Attendant’s Gifts - Wedlcling Favors

Guirtness Licensed Products - Bagpiping Services & ‘Supp[u_s
. " o) Open Every Day Except Monday! 138 N. 21t Street Purcellvile, VA
" 540.751.0707 Email us at: reloveit@aol.com
sy WWW.RELOVEIT.COM

Haircats for Mom, e ffe% “ LI% L. e
Dad and the kids! JRSARSNOIIDAISINNY

SERVE WARE, SPICES AND MUCH MORE!

LUNCHES TO GO, TUES. - SAT.
Any Color Treatment

Highlights and Lowlights

Chardonnay = Seyval Blanc = Bordeaux Blends = Blackberry
?ﬂzé{ wine tasting & sales ® local art & gift shop ® event rental

Hm&ﬂm'::mn nﬁ-:‘ m‘ GM Fri; ; / —— ;l;l;u:dﬁ zl.lrm;gh Mond;y 10ar1111 t._nl iGpn:r ;nd .:t;r:;;irsn:; 1::e£7
Closed Mon FACEBOOK?) - Main Street * Purcellville, 2 -
144 N Zist St Parcellville 20132 148 N. 21ST ST. PURCELLVILLE o3 Info@agninery-com * www-agwincry.com

540-338-2189 540) 41 7054

 WEDNESDAY:
R e
DO o e Y
il dl |

LUVE MUSIC

N - S S
- 251 N 21ST STREET | PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
(540) 338-1944 | WWW.BOODACADES.COM

\”—U) QzagtP mn 5&[ lmﬂl'h E[l“? 143 N 21st Street, PurCB]lVlllE,VA 20152 Facebook: Boodacades >> Twitter: BoodacadesBBQ

HOURS: MONDAY...CLOSED » TUES & WEDS 4PMTO SPM = THURS 11:30AMTOPM ;55
Clock CompanyaMaster Horologists " &

148 N. 213t Street
Purceliville, VA 20132
(540) 338-3959

FRI, SAT&SUN 11:30AMTO T0PM

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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Halloween ‘Round Town

Joe and Paulina Liquefatto of Pur-
cellville attended the 2nd annual Pur-
cellville Halloween block party Oct.
27. Joe is 90 years old and Paulina is
99. Both came in their wheel chairs
and in costume, entering the category
13 to 100 years old. Paulina dressed
up as a tooth fairy and Joe dressed up
as a clown. They won first place and
received a trophy along with $75.

in the categories of "Scariest,"
"Most Original," "Most Tradi-
tional," "Overall Best", "Funni-
est" and "The Hairiest." Pie,
cookies, and homemade pop-
corn balls, and hot and cold
cider were served up on a black
as night tablecloth ... suitable
for the occasion.

Serving Northern Virginia
with the most effective
3 real estate marketing
W in the industry today!

Carl Fischer

Come
by our office next to
Magnolia’s and pick up your
FREE COPY of our full-color
national homes
catalog

"My parents we so looking for-
ward to the Purcellville Halloween
Block Party, and they had the time of
their life," said Gina Smith, daughter
of Joe and Paulina. Bob Smith,
Gina's husband, said, "They were so
thrilled." Joe and Paulina live with
their daughter and son in law. Pauli-
na us under the care of hospice and
hospice is doing such a wonderful

190 N 21st St # 200
Purcellville VA 540-338-7344

Cotiiitry-

Northern Virginia

Richard Hampton

~ l
we

|

4

Bobby Schonder

Lincoln Halloween event

job taking care of Paulina that she
was able to attend the block party.
Amelia from hospice has taken such
special care of Paulina.

This was an event that Joe and
Paulina will not soon forget! Kudos
to Michael Oaks and Kim Paterson
Oaks of Re-Love It, chairpersons for
the Halloween event.

First prize in Purcellville'sHal-
loween Block Party was bestowed on
Christy Nelson, is a junior at Loudoun
Valley High School. Christy loves art-
work and animals so it was natural for
her to create a very life-like bear cos-
tume. She spent countless days on the
costume using many materials in her
effort to depict a realistic bear ... down
to the teeth and tongue sculpted from
clay, and individual claws on the feet

Call today!

Christy Nelson

in Office

and paws and head created out of coat

* Minimally Invasive
* Covered by Most Insurance
* Procedures Performed

Holiday Parties. Holiday Shopping.

Holiday Legs.
cserSea A

Plastic Surgery & Vein Institute

703.858.3208

hangers, rubber bands and leather
scraps. "I enjoyed seeing the surprise
and excitement in many people as I
walked around town that night at the
big town party," said Christy. "There
were so many great costumes and I
was obviously thrilled to win the grand
prize! I had the most fun greeting the
parents and young children who saw
me as a big friendly bear." Christy is
hoping to go on to college and study
environmental science and art.

The Village of Lincoln continued
its pumpkin decorating contest tradi-
tion this year. Prizes were awarded

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

e Little to No Downtime

...............................................................

$ First Sclerotherapy :
: OFF Session

: Asclera: FDA approved injection for spider veins, * _,/
: considered cosmetic, 3-5 sessions needed.

.................................

2=

£

www.Vein-Cure.com _
= e
www.MountcastlePlasticSurgery.com

ASHBURN
44095 Pipeline Plaza

LEESBURG
224-D Cornwall St.
Suite 304

RESTON
1860 Town Center Dr.
Suite 340

Suite 430
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— By David L. Eno

The date was November 12, 1944, and
General George Patton was in the midst of
his famous race across Europe. He would
eventually be credited with moving more
troops over more difficult terrain , over more
miles, under more difficult circumstances
than any leader in the history of the world.

But for Nov. 12, the day was ... one big
problem: No way to cross the Moselle River
in France. The big bridge over the Moselle
had been bombed out by Germans now on
the run on the East side of the River.

The West side of the Moselle ran by the
village of Thionville and just to the East of
the River, the Germans had launched “a vio-
lent counter-attack” on the 90th U. S.

Army Division, according to Gen. Patton's
diary entry I reviewed for this article.

One gets the feeling Georgie Patton
couldn't wait for a good fight with the

Division-sized Nazi troops across the river
at Metz. He ordered up a “double-triple Bai-
ley bridge” to be built ASAP, so he could per-
sonally lead his first 60 tanks across the
River.

The plan called for some brazen gung-ho
combat engineers to construct the unique
double lane, three-story-high edifice across
the frozen, swirling body of water.

One slip and a soldier would fall to his
death in the freezing Moselle. One false
move and you could be hit with 150 millime-
ter artillery fire or an in-coming mortar shot.

Purcellville’s Abram Groy Enters The
Fight

Enter Purcellville resident Abram David
Groy, then 21 years old and weighing 115
pounds. He was the operator of a truck-
mounted Army crane that would lift and
place heavy six-foot interlocking panels that
would create the unique self-supporting

90-ton bridge. He worked 24 hours
straight, including pitch-black operations at
night.

“It spanned 190 feet and was put together
like a kid’s Erector Set,” said Mr. Groy, now
89, and still working for a local construction
company. The bridge was built on hydraulic
lifts and rolled out across the river as sections
were added by Grow crane.

Soliders on land and on the structure over
the water attached panels to one another
with heavy steel spikes about one inch thick.

Mr. Groy participated in Patton’s famous
sweep across Europe after he landed on Nor-
mandy Beach in the days after the beach
head was established.

Under Fire! A Veteran’s Day Story

— Purcellville Soldier Built the World's Largest Bailey Bridge, While Nazis Fired and General Patton Waited to Race Over It —

“I remember the water was so deep that the
truck 1 was driving was so submerged that
only the steering wheel was above water.
The truck was towing a trailer carrying a
heavy tank. Servicing the truck’s fording
equipment afterwards was a real chore,” he
told the Blue Ridge Leader in an interview.

Encountering Many Problems

“When General Patton called for the
double-triple over the Moselle, we had a
host of problems facing us before we
would ever get to the Battles of Metz and
Bastogne: a lot of mud on the roads to
get there, as evidenced by the fact we had
to have D-7 Caterpillar bulldozers tow
vehicles out of the mud holes. Next, it
was very cold and most vehicles had no
heaters. Then, none of the soliders had
been issued winter boots and thousands
of troops were suffering from frostbite
and trenchfoot. I
found some brand
sacks and covered my
boots with them.

“Then, they told us
the bridge at
Thionville would have
to be built in Black
Out conditions at
night!”

“I told them that the
moment [ raised the
boom on the crane, the
Nazis on the opposite
side of the river could
site it above the terrain
and start zeroing their
guns on our position.

And that’s exactly
what happened!”
Many of Mr

Groy'’s friends were hit

by in-coming mortar shells and debris. Three
sides of the crane were pockmarked by
shrapnel hits and bullet holes. It took two
days to finish the bridge. Mr, Groy some-
how survived uninjured.

Gen. Patton Arrives

Mr. Groy could hear a distant rumble and
he looked up to see the arrival of 60 U.S.
tanks, led by the swash-buckling Patton in
his Jeep at the head of the column.

The general carefully studied the bridge
from his seat in the Jeep at the side of the
road.

“I didn’t think he would speak to me —a
lowly Fifth Grade Technician — and he did-
n’t. But I told one of my surviving buddies it

would be sort of different if I just leaned
against Patton’s Jeep while he was actually
there. My buddy said: ‘I wouldn’t do that.
He’s nuts and might shoot you!” Being

young and dumb, I did it anyway. Nothing
happened.”

And then the General looked back past
Groy and viewed the line of idling tanks. In

Above: Built under enemy fire —
the famous “‘double-triple” bridge
over the Moselle River. Below
left: A young Abram David Groy
of Purcellville is pictured prior to
his exploits in WWIL

another instant, Patton
drew one of his famous
ivory-handled revolvers
from his holster and raised
it above his head. He
galantly circled the barrel
in the air: the sign to move
out NOW!

There was a mighty roar
as all 60 tanks revved up
their engines to move
across the new bridge at
full speed. Patton Ilater
stated in his diary that the Crossing of the
Moselle “was epic” in winning the Battle of
Metz.

Groy followed hours later and recalls seeing
the bodies of U.S. war dead along the road. “I
started counting them, but stopped when I got
to a hundred. And then I passed the German
war dead. They were lying shoulder-to-shoul-
der for over a mile, he recalled. Patton said the
same thing in his diary.

Onward to Bostogne

Abram David Groy holds the distinction
of building three other critical bridges as he
fought alongside Patton’s troops to the his-
toric Battle of Bastogne in Germany. At one
of the bridge sites, in-coming mortars jeop-
ardized his mission of unloading a fleet of

trucks with hundreds of the 300-pound pan-
els. Instead of off-loading them one at a
time, Groy hooked his boom to the front of
the trucks, tipped the trucks backwards, thus
quickly dumping the panels in hurried piles.
“I figured the shorter the time I was in the
kill zone, the better my chances of survival.
I didn’t waste anytime getting out of there!”

At Bostogne, Patton’s troops rescued
American troops, encircled by Germans, and
who refused to surrender.

“When I got to Bastogne, I could still hear
machine guns firing. Everything had been
blown away: buildings, roads, houses ...
everything. My crane was pushed into serv-
ice clearing wreckage to make a few roads
passable for the Americans.

“For the first time in weeks, I didn’t have
to sleep in a crane without any heat.

We took over a Catholic school and the
heating system still worked,” he recalled.

Bronze Star Awarded

For his service to his country, Mr, Groy
was awarded The Bronze Star , the medal
given for heroism and meritorious service in
a combat zone. Accompanying the medal
was a citation which reads in part: Techni-
cian Groy ... ”by his personal example,
courage and his personal skill, contributed
greatly to the operation. His accomplish-
ments merit high commendation.”

Major General Walton Walker commented
on Groy and his compatriots: “This bridge
was completed at a very critical period in the
attack on Metz and its construction under fire
was a feat you may all be proud of ... ”

And General Patton commented: “At
Thionville we saw the longest Bailey Bridge
in the world. It had just been completed by
the Engineers and was built under fire. Some
fire was then falling in the vicinity, but the
bridge was not hit while we were on it. The
crossing of the 90th Division over the
Moselle was an epic crossing done under ter-
rific difficulties.”

Patton would be dead with 13 months.
But the bridge lasted only long enough to get
two Army battalions across before the Ger-
mans finally blew it up.

But Patton got an early comeuppance. He
visited the battlefield and remarked in his
diary: “ ... I have never seen so many dead
Germans in one place in all my life!”

Staff Sergeant David L. Eno taught con-
struction of Bailey Bridges to Army troops in
the 1960's. He is chairman of the American
Legion’s Hometown Heroes Committee.

Veterans Club, continued from page 1

disarm an IED (improvised explosive
device) in 2010. Crushed but not broken,
Jones went on to win a gold medal in the
2012 London Paralympics with rowing part-
ner Oksana Master, an orphan from Ukraine
who was brought to the United States in
1997.

Over the years, the LVHS Veteran's Club
has participated in Arlington National Ceme-
tery's Wreaths Across America, visiting the
graves of George Schultz, Stephan Mace,
and Michael Quin — former students killed in
battle. The club has also supported the
Wounded Warrior Project, which helps

"Rob Jones is the most inspiring young
man I have ever met. We are very excited

about his being our guest speaker."

injured returning veterans and their families.
Several years ago the club put together a vol-
leyball tournament with teams from the
Coast Guard, Army, Marines, Purcellville
Police, Purcellville Fire and Rescue, as well
as various student and staff teams to raise
money for Wounded Warriors. They also
place American flags in front of the school
for Veterans Day, 9-11 and Memorial Day.

As part of the 2012 Veterans Day celebra-
tion, the LVHS Veteran's Club will be col-
lecting "Sweats for Vets" — clothing distrib-
uted to veteran patients at Virginia's Martins-
burg hospital. With respect to this year's cel-
ebration, club advisor Leslie Bower notes,
"Rob Jones is the most inspiring young man
I have ever met. We are very excited about
his being our guest speaker." Sweat set
donations (preferably sizes large and X-
large) may be delivered to the Loudoun Val-
ley High School main office through Novem-
ber 11th.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Special Exception,
continued from page 1

banquet facility use would allow the
applicant to host an unlimited number of
events throughout the year," as stated in a
county staff report prepared by county
planner Pat Giglio.

According to the report the food would
be prepared off site. A total of 300 guests
and 100 cars would be permitted with this
Minor Special Exception, and most events
would take place on Saturday and Sunday,
according to the report.

The applicant seeks to also change the
setback required for parking and outdoor
events from 500 ft. to 200 ft.
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Amy V. Smith’s Money Talks

— 2012 Year-End Tax Strategies for Business Owners —

— By Amy Smith

Tax reform is one of
the most contentious
topics in this year’s elec-
tion, with both personal
and corporate income
tax rates under scrutiny.

While leaders in both
parties agree that corporate rates should be
reduced from the current high of 35%, they
differ on how to do so without further widen-
ing the budget deficit.

So what should a business owner do-wait
for Congress to act or plan now for the loom-
ing “fiscal cliff’? Perhaps a good move might
be to plan ahead while remaining flexible
enough to address last-minute changes. Fol-
lowing are some strategies you might want to
consider. Be sure to consult your tax advisor
to see how these suggestions apply to your
particular situation.

Reverse the rules

Typically, the advice for business owners at
the end of any year is to defer income to the
following year to help reduce the organiza-
tion’s current income tax obligation. Howev-
er, because individual income tax rates are
scheduled to rise in 2013, this year may call
for a reverse strategy. If your organization is
taxed as a pass-through entity and your
accounting method permits it, you may want
to consider accelerating revenue into 2012 to
take advantage of the current lower rates.

Similarly, owners of C corporations may
want to consider cashing in on appreciated
stock or paying themselves in dividends to
take advantage of lower capital gains and div-
idend rates slated to expire at the end of the
year.

Another rule reversal move would be to
consider deferring deductions and capital
losses until 2013 to maximize your compa-
ny’s tax profile in a higher-rate environment.

Buy needed equipment and put it to use

There is one case where you may not want
to defer deductions: if you think you’ll need
new office furniture or equipment in 2013,
you may want to make that purchase in 2012.
That’s because two special provisions enacted
several years ago to help spur business invest-
ment will expire at year’s end.

The Section 179 deduction and the bonus
depreciation allowance can be used in con-
junction with one another. It’s worth analyz-
ing these two provisions and comparing them

with the standard depreciation deductions to
determine the best possible tax-panning
moves for your business.

Vehicle purchases also receive favorable
tax treatment until the end of 2012. This is
particularly true for the heavy sport-utility
vehicles and pickups with a gross vehicle
weight rating in excess of 6,000 pounds,
which may qualify for special depreciation
and section 179 allowances.

Note that property must be placed into
service, not merely purchased, by the end of
2012 in order to qualify.

Hire a veteran

In 2011, the Vow to Hire Heroes Act
extended the Work Opportunity Tax credit to
encourage employer to hire unemployed vet-
erans. The credit, which also expires at the
end of this year, ranges from $2,400 to $9,600
depending on several factors, including length
of employment and whether the veteran has a
service-related disability. Note that the veter-
an must begin work prior to January 1, 2013.
For more information on hiring a veteran, visit
the Department of Labor’s Veteran Employ-
ment and Training Service web page at
www.dol.gov/vets/.

Be watchful

Although there is some risk in not waiting
to see if Congress acts by year’s end, these are
just some of the moves you may want to make
now to take advantage of current and poten-
tially short-lived tax benefits. In the mean-
time, keep a close eye on Washington to see
what legislative changes may lie ahead.

*Source: “Baucus Examines Ways to Reduce Distortions
in Business Caused by the Tax Code.” Senate Finance
Committee press release, August 1, 2012. **Certain con-
ditions, limits and exceptions apply.

Amy V. Smith Wealth Management, LLC, is an inde-
pendent firm. Amy is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
and Certified Investment Management Analyst (CIMA)
and offers securities through Raymond James Financial
Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Her office is locat-
ed at 161 Fort Evans Road, NE, Ste 345, Leesburg, VA
20176. (703-669-5022). www.amysmithwealthmanage-
ment.com. The opinions and recommendations are those
of the columnist. Contents prepared by Broadridge
Investor Communication Solutions, Inc.

Copyright 2006-2012. The information has been
obtained from sources considered to be reliable but we do
not guarantee that the foregoing material is accurate or
complete. Any information is not a complete summary or
statement of all available data necessary for making an
investment decision and does not constitute a recommen-
dation.

Auctions on Main

Auction Co.

Full Service Live Auction Company in Downtown Purcellville

Now accepting consignments

Antiques & Collectibles * Estates * Home Furnishings
Specialty Items * Tools & Equipment

Drop off Tuesdays 3-8 PM or by appointment

701 W. Main St.| Purcellville, Virginia 20132 |
Auctioneer Mark Albright Virginia License #2907003884

consign@auctionsonmain.com | www.auctionsonmain.com

540-441-7635 |

Barbara S.Williams
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Shielding the Injured

WE PROMOTE SAFETY. HELP US KEEP THE WORLD A SAFER PLACE.

101 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 20175
703.777.6535 » 703.777.6963 fax ® bwilliams@barbaraswilliams.com

BarbaraSWilliams.com
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Just Like Nothing (Else) on Earth — by Tim Jon

“You feel like you're
on top of the world!” It
may not be Mount Ever-
est, but there's a certain
winery on the western
edge of Loudoun County
where you can get some
literally ~ breathtaking
views; I've heard that
you can even spy the
Washington Monument (on a clear day) from
up there. I couldn't see it on my visit — but
I'm pretty sure I saw all the way to the taller
buildings at Tyson's Corner and beyond.
And — pretty much everything in between:
Round Hill, Purcellville, Leesburg, Dulles
Airport — you name it.

I must admit I get a real kick out of these
'vantage point' experiences; this one's really
worth it — even if you're like me- not much of
a fine wine connoisseur. (My computer just
reminded me that I couldn't even spell that
word. Not surprised.) Some of the vintners
in these parts can do some pretty fancy stuff
with grape juice, though: I've had some real-
ly delicious pear dessert wine in the north-
eastern part of the County, a number of great
rose's out in the west, and even (what I'd call)
some 'drinkable' reds from some of our better
'fruit engineers.'

But I certainly don't visit places like the
subject of this story for their liquid concoc-
tions: I can feel and taste the fresh air, and
get my thrills just from being there. With a
ski-chalet-style tasting room — about a thou-
sand feet above sea level — it's a pretty rar-
efied experience.

Ironically, they're located just off a little
dirt lane called Foggy Bottom Road. It was
clear at the top of their driveway, at any rate.

And, I've also gotten word that one of their
vino competitors plans to build a 'room with
a view' like this — a little further up the Blue
Ridge — just off of Harpers Ferry Road- to
give their patrons a taste of open space up in
that neck of the woods. As soon as it opens,
it'll be on my list of places to visit.

Kinda nice to look the clouds (and the rap-
tors) in the eye once in a while. Clear the
head, let the thoughts dissipate, let the stress
and strum, 'sturm and drang' and all that
other stuff fall away into the ether. A spiritu-
al cleansing, as it were.

Wonder what that says — on the other
hand- about the cumulative effects from our
daily activities — 'down in the bottomland.'

But this — the elevation, combined with
the products of the vineyard — seems to be
just about what the doctor ordered for the
overworked and over-commuted Loudouner:

space, ambient sounds, a
relaxed assembly of guests,
soothing food and drink,
friendly staff- and even a
very benevolent canine
snoozing over in the corner.
What's not to like, huh?

My habit of foresight
tells me, though, that one
would probably want to
leave that prized Porsche,
Maserati or Ferrari at home
if you come up here during
any sort of inclement
weather. My experience
with icy hill driving has
taught me: you might be
able to get up 'that there mountain,' but you'll
have a heck of a time getting down in one
piece. Fortunately, I've got all-wheel drive —
combined with a healthy respect for the
physics involving velocity, momentum and
gravity. Not that I don't enjoy getting up and
down; I just like to survive to do it another
day.

And speaking of rain, snow, sleet and all
that other stuff — this place — the chalet-like
tasting room — would be a wonderful spot to
watch a storm roll in off the Mountain- right
over your head!

Bluemont

Certainly better than negotiating slippery
highways — or sitting at home, waiting for the
lights to go out. Another notch on my bucket
list, T guess: sitting (in a warm, dry, safe
place) on an exposed hill during a thunder-
storm — with camera and stimulating bever-
age. Good for the heart, they say.

And, in that category, perhaps the sports
car drivers among us could opt to leave their
wheels at the bottom of the hill and hike up
the couple hundred feet of dirt driveway to
the seat of the wine gods. It would certainly
stimulate a thirst.

Woodgrove Wolverine Volleyball
Regular Season Ends With a BANG

Woodgrove High School’s (WHS) fresh-
man girls beat Loudoun County High School
(LVHS) to end the season in first place in the
District. Junior Varsity ended the season in
second place with a record of 18-2, and Var-
sity ends regular season with a District
Record of 7-11.

The games were played on Oct. 25 at
Woodgrove.

Woodgrove’s Coach Fuller had been the
coach at LVHS before WHS opened. His
kids were zoned for WHS, so he moved as
well.

Coach Fuller kidded the girls all season ,
saying that they were making him "lose his
hair," which certainly applied all the way to
the last match with Loudoun County.

The WHS Wolverines won the first game,
then LVHS’s Loudoun County Raiders won

FCA Power 13u Wins USSSA
Halloween Bash Tournament

the second game. The match went to a third
game and came to a 14 -14 tie, until the WHS
freshman scored the winning two points for a
16 to 14 finish.

FCA Power 13u Wins USSSA NOVA
Fall States Tournament

The FCA Power 13u captured the USSSA
NOVA Fall States tournament played in
Fredericksburg on Oct. 13 and 14. Members
of the team live in the Lovettsville, Water-
ford, Purcellville, Hamilton and Hillsboro
VA areas.

Seeded 5th after pool play in the 13u AA
Division, the Power outscored its three Sun-
day opponents 33 — 13 while knocking off
the #4, #1, and #2 seeds in succession. The
most impressive victory on Sunday was a
12 — 5 victory over the #1 seed Stafford
River Bandits in the semi-finals.

The RiverBandits came into the game
undefeated against USSSA 13u AA tourna-
ment opponents this season. The tournament
featured teams from Maryland and Virginia.

Team members from left to right: front row —
Clark Hile, Aidan Nicholson, Andrew
Donofrio, Zach Olsen, Parker Juergesen; sec-
ond row — Sam Upton, Chris Yermak, Kyle
Dant, Jordan Winnett, Greg Payne, Nolan
Badura, Jibreel Jaka; third row — Coach Den-
nis Upton, Manager Jeff Payne, Coach Brian
Hasson, Coach Marty Hile.

Team members from left to right: Front row — Coach Brian Hasson, Parker Juergensen, Andrew Donofrio,
Clark Hile, Aidan Nicholson, Zach Olsen. Second row — Coach Marty Hile, Jibreel Jaka, Nolan Badura, Kyle
Dant, Chris Yermak, Jordan Winnett, Greg Payne, Sam Upton, Manager Jeff Payne. Missing from the photo is
Coach Dennis Upton.

The FCA Power 13u captured the USSSA
Halloween Bash tournament played in Fred-
ericksburg on Oct. 27 & 28. Seeded 5th after
pool play in the 13u Silver Division, the
Power knock off the #4, #1, and #3 seeds in
succession to win its second consecutive
USSSA tournament.

The Power came back from a 5-0 deficit
in the finals to defeat the South County Out-
laws 7—6, scoring 3 runs in the final inning
for the victory. The tournament featured
teams from Maryland and Virginia.

Send us your sports photos and
updates to editor@BRLeader.com

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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It’s Yoga Time ... Seriously

— By Meredith B. McMath

It took ten seconds to decide I had to start
taking yoga.

I’m 55 and manage a theatre company — a
job that requires mental stamina and a lot of
physical labor. So when our choreographer,
Kelly Gray, asked everyone to stretch before
rehearsal, I joined the circle. “Sit down.
Cross legs. Swivel to your right.” No prob-
lem. “Now swivel to your left.” Big problem.

It was a simple move, but I simply could-
n’t move. Instead I fell over.

That’s when I realized, I can either look
forward to a ridiculously limited old age, or I
can start moving.

I knew yoga could bring back flexibility,
tone muscle, increase balance and focus. I
needed a double dose of all those things, but,
with my crazy schedule, I needed conven-
ience, too!

I’d noticed nearby Yoga Time Studio on
21st Street in Purcellville and liked its wel-
coming look. When I went to the next avail-
able class and met the owner, Mindy Piland,
I had to ask, Would it be a problem for an old
girl like me to keep up with the regulars?
Mindy assured me I could go at my own pace
but added, “You’ll be amazed how soon
you’ll be able to build up to where the others

re.” She was right: I’ve become stronger
every time. I’ve also woken up the next day
feeling much better and more flexible. This
could be addictive.

So, why don’t you just buy a yoga DVD
and do this on your own? Because you’ll buy
it, try it, hurt yourself, and send the tape off
in the next yard sale. At least, that’s what I
did. ik : ‘_ S 5
When you take a class, 1) a knowledge- | o fy \ \ e i
able teacher is going to keep you from hurt- ' A4 ORIENT AL RUGS
ing yourself and tell you it’s okay to fold up _.w,,, o pp——
into The Child Pose while wondering just
when your left leg will EVER be able to do
that thing Circus Lady on your left is doing;
2) when you see people your age or older
doing amazing moves, it motivates you to
try; 3) when you finally try a new move and
succeed, your teacher and fellow students
notice and reinforce your success.

“That’s what sold me on it,” says Steve
Warner, a longtime Yoga Time student. “Not
only was I getting physically stronger, I was
surrounded by this positive energy — both
from Mindy and the students — a group of
like-minded, positive people.” Steve is a gar-
dener and his back was always stiff from
bending over, but he says, “After a while,
my lower back pain went away.”I’'m still
learning all the moves and am not convinced

(231

ICUSTOM RUG%S"‘
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If 11 everfbe ills ﬂlex1ile all)s CgcusB L?dy, but r?ly We clean all areaTigs the
utgre inally looks bright. Bring on the old fashi ned way,
swivels! sun dried onthe premises!

~SINCE 1989~

Mon, Wed. Fri 107 | Tues, Thurs, Sat 10-6 | Sun 1175 | 707 M1 East Market St., Leesburg, VA (Prosperity Center)
703.777.7047 | WWW.AMCARPETANDRUGS.COM

MARY ANN McGOWAN & ASSOCIATES

(540) 687-5523

Fabulous 227 acre parcel with magnificent land bordering Goose
Creck. A charming and spacious one level residence, beautifully
updated, a 2 bedroom tenant house house, and a 22 stall stable are
included. Board fenced paddocks, ponds, rolling fields and stonewalls
complete this idyllic farm. $5,750,000

PLUM GROVE

A historic 10 acre farm circa 1787, beautifully sited in the foothills
of the Blue Ridge Mountain*Gracious Manor House, recently
updated 3 levels, 5 Bedrooms *Guest House *Log Cabin ¢3 Bay
Garage and Storage Building *Additional acreage available ¢Stocked
Pond and Magnificent Views $1,500,000

BUCK SPRING

Beautiful custom Colonial, built with handsome Flemmh bond egle brick,
encompasses over 11.5 acres just 10 minutes from historic Mii dleburg
Ideally located in the Piedmont Hunt Territory, this home boasts over
4500 sq.ft. of spectacular living space with hardwood floors4 fireplaces,
10" ceilings, library with custom bookshelves. Attached 3 bay garage. Land
is perfect for horses of pool. $1,495,000

TRAPSHIRE COURT

ZULLA ROAD LAND

Beautiful 4 Bedroom Colonial on 5+ acres in gorgeous setting
*Approximately 3,700 square feet (plus unfinished walkout level)
*Harwood floors, high ceilings, lovely décor in pristine condition
*Fabulous barn, paddocks and ride-out in excellent location *Located
in a wonderful area of Waterford within minutes of Leesburg and
the Toll Road *Fabulous price! $650,000

GINGERBREAD HOUSE

Beautiful parcel of almost 16 acres of rolling land in a private setting
on sought after Zulla Road. Includes open pasture & flowering trees,
plus a barn/runin shed and paddock. A modular office has been
improved & features a bedroom, bath, kitchen & spacious conference
room overlooking a rear terrace & pergola‘ Tdeal as office, studio or
temporary quarters while building. No occupancy permit. $549,000

A charming 2 Bedroom cottage on 1 acre with mature trees and
complete privacy *Beautifully renovated with new Kitchen and Bath
featuring new cabinetry, granite counter tops and wood floors. Spacious
Living Room, Dining Room with picture window and lovely stone
terrace., *Surrounde large estates. Ideal “hunt box” and located
just minutes from thd)lebu_tg $369,000

Brian McGowan

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE

(540) 687-6500

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
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Jim McGowan
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Station Auto Wash is excited to bring our award-winning technology and superior customer
service to Purcellville with our new Exterior Express location. This brand new state-of-the-art
facility delivers the same speed, quality and whimsy you've <2
enjoyed in Leesburg, without the drive. _ 3}(‘;‘9&.

AUTO WASH

* 9a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday thru Thursday
EXTERIOR EXPRESS

* 8a.m.to 6 p.m., Friday & Saturday
* 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday

128 N. Maple Avenue, Purcellville, VA 20132 » 540.441.7475
For interior detail service, please continue to visit us at Station Auto Wash in Leesburg.

VARICOSE VEINS are not just a cosmetic

Issue. Varicose veins and heavy, painful legs
can now be easily treated in our office.

Contact us today to learn about the latest
vein treatment options. Free screening exams
are available.

* Minimally invasive
* Fast and mild recovery
* Covered by insurance

Expert sclerotherapy services are also available
for the treatment of spider veins.

% Now open in Purcellville

Pruning, Mulching, and Dreaming
Our Way Into Winter

— By Donna Williamson

November makes it clear that
summer is over and we need to
tuck ourselves in for winter. Of
course, in Virginia, there are still
occasional warm sunny days to
enjoy, but there is no avoiding
the arrival of cold and wind. ;

Still there are plants that [&#
enjoy the cooler months. I’ve
planted kale in the bucket
where I grew tomatoes this
summer. It will be lovely all [ g
winter and provide some good [f #%
greens.

The beautiful cut leaves of
the yellow corydalis will grow
all winter and bloom early — a
boost for pollinators out on an early spring
day looking for food.

I’ve packed all the fallen leaves under my
shrubs. In the last few years I have learned
that many critters over winter in the leaf lit-
ter, including some butterflies. The leaves
act as nutritious mulch that moderates the
soil temperatures with air pockets allowing
water to trickle in gently. At least Mother
Nature thought so.

If you cannot stand to have leaves packed
in under your shrubs, at least mow them and
leave them in the lawn. Remarkably, the fer-
tilizers sold to improve your lawn grasses
are about the same chemical composition as

Yellow Corydalis

“... the fertilizers sold to improve your
lawn grasses are about the same chemical
composition as our decomposing leaves.
So save some money and let the earth-
worms drag leaf bits into the soil and
improve things.”

our decomposing leaves. So save some
money and let the earthworms drag leaf bits
into the soil and improve things.

The garlic and shallots have already start-
ed to grow. They do so well here and seem
to enjoy the up and down temperatures of

Continued on page 23

Call now

to schedule a Vein Consultation

703-506-VEIN (8346)

Virginia Vein Care

Virginia Vein Care

850A E.Main Street, Purcellville, VA 20132
8180 Greensboro Dr, #1015. McLean, VA 22102

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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- YOURLAND-YOUR
HOME-YOURSIYLE

Wildwood Landscape makes it a priority to keep you involved
as they create your custom outdoor living space. Here’s how ...

AU T o A T L LT LT V@SS

GARDEN
REMINDER

Wilt-proof your broad-leaf
evergreens against winter
wind damage on a wind-
less day above 40 degrees
Fahrenheit and clean out
spent foliage and flowers.

Free Consultation

Visit or call us today to set up an appointment with one of our award-winning
designers to discuss your ideas and goals for your new landscape.

IRV T L TR

Site Analysis

We take an inventory of your plant materials, map out sunlight and drainage
patterns, and take notes on what views to screen and what views to enhance.

Concept Development

Often we create and share with you more than one idea for your space. This
step allows us to keep you involved in the design process. We'll discuss budgets
and phasing to make sure that our final plan meets your expectations.

MASTER PLAN
DESIGN. GOOD
THROUGH

Design Presentation 11/30/12.

Once we have refined the ideas based on your input, we produce a labeled,
hand-drawn, scale design that details hardscape and plant layout.

Implementation

Having worked with you throughout the design process, the final design
works as a guidebook for you, the designer, project manager and the seasoned
installation team assigned to your project. It will serve to keep your project on
schedule and on budget, eliminating the potential for cost overruns.
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LA NDSCAPE

36328 Bell Road, Round Hill, Virginia 20141
(tel) 540.338.7190 - (fax) 540.338.6905
www.wildwoodlandscape.com
Check out our extensive portfolio on Facebook
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On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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‘www.ronreanickgroup.com

Phenomenal views, wide open floor plan, all
hardwood floors, covered wrap-around deck.
3 Acres in Loudoun County. L07950635

Bluemont

$365,900

Loudoun Valley High School
Celebrates 50 years

Loudoun Valley High
School is celebrating its 50th
Anniversary with the publica-
tion of “Vikings Through the
Decades” — a 28-page color
booklet which includes cover-
age of major school events,
remarks by coaches on the
school’s state championship
teams, a listing of the
school’s principals and their
tenures, details on one-half
century of community/school
ties, and more.

An outcome of The Senior
Project, an initiative based in
the 2011-2012 school year,
the booklet was produced pri-
marily by 2012 graduates
Kristina Anderson and Chloe
Spillane, also the school’s
2012 yearbook editors.

Last winter Anderson and
Spillane planned the publica-
tion and its design, while sort-

o
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ing  through  materials
archived over the years. After the completion
of Advanced Placement exams in May, they
worked full-time in the two and half weeks
prior to graduation — interviewing, writing
and placing content. Anderson and Spillane
continued their work on the project into the
summer, before leaving for college. In Aug.,
Saga Editor Katie Pownall picked up the
project, polishing it and working on the
proofs this fall. Both Anderson and Spillane
are studying communications at Virginia
Tech.

Former and current faculty and staff
helped with this project by submitting mate-
rials and participating in interviews at differ-

ent times throughout the year. The Robey
Foundation made a contribution to help
defray the printing costs. To purchase a book
contact Martha Akers at
Martha.Akers@]Icps.org.

In other 50th anniversary news, Jostens,
the school’s yearbook publisher, is providing
Loudoun Valley Alumni with the opportuni-
ty to order hardback digital reprints of the
Saga yearbook from their days in high
school. The digital reprints are of high qual-
ity and are priced based on the number of
pages. Yearbooks with 95 or fewer pages are
$65; yearbooks with greater than 96 pages
are $100.

Send us your school
and community news to

editor@BRLeader.com.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

™, Your property and INCREASE your e !

Fall colors-come visit.

Open v
By Appointment

"Fall Is Fo
Planting Trees.

Make your choices now, then ...
ENJOY the shade next summer, BEAUTIFY

real estate value!

Colorful Blue
Spruce

Delicate
Dogwoods

Fire Red Maples!

Complete list of trees at
www.LoudounNursery.com

Call us at
(540) 338-4635
for an
appointment.

Loudoun Nursery, Inc.

Evergreen, Shade & Flowering Trees. Container Grown in Loudoun County.

Directions: From Rt. 7 West, take the Purcellville- Lovettsville exit (Rt. 287) toward Purcellville;
o short distance to right on Hirst Road; follow to right on Hillsboro Road (Rt. 690);
left on Alder School road (Rt. 711); right on Short Hill Road (Rt. 716) to 3rd drive on left.
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Our Sheriff’s Dept. ...

Monitoring Speeders ...

The Loudoun County Sheriff's
Department is monitoring traffic on Pur-
cellville Road. Residents report this is a
big help to their neighborhood. Purcel-
lville Road north of the Route 7 Bypass
has been experiencing high speed traffic.

Is On Top of It

Excerpts From The Loudoun County Sher-
riff’s Department Neighborhood Watch
Newsletter:

“Fall Home security Check-Up”:

“We are entering the season where we
will begin to store our summer wears and
look toward the coming cool temperatures
and changing leaves. To help you prepare for
the coming season we would like to give you
some helpful tips as you prepare for the
changing weather.

B Exterior Lights are stressed by cooler tem-
peratures. Check all of the exterior light
fixtures for failed bulbs.

B Seasonal plantings may need to be
trimmed back or removed in order to
maintain that up kept appearance that
deters burglars.

B As we move things to the shed ensure you
are securing the shed with a dependable
lock. (Don’t forget the quick shot of
WDA40 into the lock to prevent freezing.)

B [f storing items in the garage, ensure they
are secure and will not fall. Loose items

can fall against garage door tracks and
prevent them from closing correctly.

B With the cooler weather many homeown-
ers will have windows open enjoying the
cool night breezes. Be sure to close and
lock those windows when you are not at
home. Even a short trip within the neigh-
borhood could be the opportunity a bur-
glar is looking for.

B Do a quick check and make sure your
address numbers are still visible. Summer
growth may have covered them and now
is a good time to trim plantings back so
those numbers are visible to emergency
responders.

B As the weather gets colder doors and win-
dows frames will shrink. Be sure to check
that locks are still working properly. If in
doubt call one of the LCSO Crime Preven-
tion Specialist for a Home Security
Inspection.

Remember:
When in doubt, have us check it out.
703 777-1021

“Vehicle Theft:”

The theft of electronics, monies, and oth-
ers items of value from vehicles is a problem
in every corner of the county. With the holi-
days just behind us you can be sure thieves
will be out looking for those new electronics
left behind in vehicles. Here are a few
reminders to keep your new items safe:

B Never leave any electronic items visible in
your vehicle. Almost any electronic item
has value.

m Taking items inside is the best bet. Even if
someone searches through your car your
item will still be safe.

B Remove cords when you remove your
devices. Cords identify what devices you
may have. Thieves use this information to
come back later and see if you left it
behind.

If you see anything suspicious CALL IT

IN! You are the eyes and ears for your com-

munity. Non-Emergency: 703-777-1021.

DockDogs Compete For Fun and Glory

Last year the Blue Ridge Leader report-
ed on the extraordinary lives — and spunk! —
of two local dogs competing in what's
known as a "dockdogs" competition.

"Cash" and "Rachel" were adopted from
the Loudoun County Animal Shelter
(Rachel in 2008, and Cash in 2011). Both
are Labrador Retrievers and love the water.
Cash is an extremely high energy dog and
needed an outlet. Their owner, Tamra
Spink, came across a local dock diving club
called Chesapeake DockDogs on the inter-
net and decided to give it a try. The dogs'
first competition was in September 2011
and the pooches have been hooked ever
since. It’s no wonder dock diving is the
fastest growing canine aquatic sport. Dogs
compete in three disciplines: Big Air,
Speed Retrieve, and Extreme Vertical.
There is also a forth competition called
IronDog which tabulates scores from the
three disciplines and the highest combined
score wins.

Both Cash and Rachel earned invita-
tions to compete in the 2012 DockDogs
World Championships. Rachel will be

competing in Novice Big Air, having
earned her invite by becoming the Eastern
Regional Novice Big Air Champion this
summer. Cash will be competing in Turbo
Speed Retrieve and Warrior IronDog. He
earned his Speed Retrieve invitation at the

DockDogs Eastern Regional Champi-
onships and his IronDog invite by being the
top ranked Warrior competitor in the Dock-
Dogs Sanctioned Facilities rankings.
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Top right, Cash catching some air near a ferris wheel; Above, Rachael strutting her stuff.

Assessor's Office, continued from page 1

county employees protected by a formal ter-
mination process and grievance policy.
Under the new structure those protections
would vanish.

Commissioner of Revenue Bob Wertz
explained the employment structure under a
long-standing Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with the county which he renewed
with slight changes in May 2012 and which
was co-signed by Board Chair Scott York (R-
At-Large) and County Administrator Tim
Hemstreet in June. The document, which is
retroactive to January 2012, provides Wertz’
employees with all the rights and benefits of
county employees except access to the griev-
ance policy and mandatory proposals of ter-
mination.

Wertz did not recall whether the terms of
state law or the MOU were raised during dis-
cussions with the GRC. Deputy County
Administrator Linda Neri, who has been over-
seeing the assessment function since the
departure of County Assessor Todd Kauf-
mann earlier this year, agreed in an email, “I
do not believe that the change of status was
discussed when the GRC took the item up.”

Neri also noted, “The Board is aware of [the]
memorandums of understanding that each of
the constitutional officers have with the coun-
ty. The at-will status was not specifically
cited in the email but we can make sure that is
clear prior to and at the public hearing reiter-
ating the status of the MOU.”

Efforts were made to contact the Chair and
vice chair of the Government Reform Com-
mission as to whether a personnel structure
lacking either a grievance policy or a whistle-
blower policy would change their recommen-
dation. Given the breaking nature of this
story, just prior to the BRL’s print deadline,
those efforts were not successful.

Former Supervisor Jim Burton (I-Blue
Ridge), who initiated the majority of the
county’s transparency and ethics policies, was
dumbfounded. “Anytime you’re dealing with
determining what the tax base is, it seems to
me that the people involved with that should
be as far away from politics as possible,” he
commented. “Either this crowd doesn’t know
what they’re doing or they really know what
they’re doing and are trying to pull a fast
one.”

Annual Miss Purcellville Police Pageant
Applications Being Accepted

The annual Miss Purcellville Police Pag-
cant to be held at 12 p.m. on Dec 1 at
Patrick Henry College in Purcellville.

The Pageant is open to young ladies in
grades 9 through 12 or between the ages of
14 and 18. Contestants must reside in the
Purcellville zip code (20132) and have a
grade point average of 3.0 or higher.

Police Chief Darryl Smith announced
that the Purcellville Woman’s Club will
spearhead the effort this year.

The contestants will be competing to rep-

resent the town as a goodwill ambassador to
town and county events, starting with Pur-
cellville’s annual Christmas parade.
Scholarships will be granted in the
amounts of $1,000 to the winner, $500 to
the first runner up and $250 to the second
runner up. In addition to cash awards, con-
testants will receive gifts and services pro-
vided by area businesses and organizations.
For more information please visit
www.MissPurcellvillePolice.com.

Apartment Complex, continued from page 7

PDH is used when the developer wants to
go to high density. There are three develop-
ments in Purcellville that have the PDH
zoning: Courts of Saint Francis, Village
Case, and Courtland Square.

In numerous meetings the current zoning
on the Stupar property has always been
referred to as Transition X zoning. That
means that it does not yet have a zoning and

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

will have to go through the public process.
However, a few weeks ago the town said
that the property should have been zoned
CMI (commercial industrial). County
records show the original county zoning on
the property as PDGI up to 2009 and after
that date Transition X. The land was
annexed into the Town of Purcellville a few
years ago.
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Committees at a Glance
informs our readers about the inner
workings of local government and
how actions and decisions impact our
everyday lives. Here we discuss
recent actions of the county
Finance/Government Services and
Operations Committee.

finding a location for our first responders as
soon as possible” She then suggested that
staff look into the possibility of co-locating
an additional public facility on the Gilbert’s
Corner site or asking the seller to offer a
smaller lot.

Reid proposed looking at properties
around the state’s weigh station on Route 50
and questioned whether the weigh station
itself might be a feasible alternative. County
staff were not encouraging. Paul Brown, a
division manager in the Department of Con-
struction and Waste Management, stated,
“the weigh station doesn’t have enough
acreage. In fact, the site that we bought
before is directly behind the weigh station,
so you would probably need that site to
achieve it at the weigh station. The geo-
graphic boundaries that you've described
there around the weigh station is actually
the primary place we looked first and led to
the purchase of the site we currently own.”

Committees at a Glance, continued from page 5

Woman Who Escaped Custody
in California Located in Loudoun
County 12 Years Later

¢ “Aldie station is probably one of the more
strategic stations in the county’ ...

Board Chair Scott York (R-At-Large)
made no secret of his dissatisfaction with the
two properties elicited by Clarke’s process.
“I have no stomach to buy another piece of
property that ain’t gonna work,” he declared.
Instead, he suggested directing staff to take
one last look for an optimal site, giving con-
sideration to properties that might or might
not be for sale, and, if successful, return to
the Board in closed session with their find-
ings. The committee adopted this recom-
mendation and the full Board will vote on
this recommendation in November.

Does York believe that a better site
might exist? His motion and comments sug-
gest that he might. However, given the sen-
sitivity of the topic, York opted not to pro-
vide a comment for this story.

What remained undiscussed by the com-
mittee was the fiscal impact of the continued
delay. According to the staff report, the
existing station no longer meets building
code or operational standards. The county
intended that the new station would elimi-
nate the need to pay for upgrades to the
existing facility. However, with the expecta-
tion of a further two-year delay in opening,
priority upgrades to ensure the safety of
career staff and volunteers will now need to
be made at a further cost to the taxpayer of
at least $265,000.

Horse Barns, Arenas,
Metal Buildings, Garages, Modular Homes,
Plumbing Services, Site Work & Excavation

540-338-2306

Est. 1981/Serving Our Customers for over 30 years

PO. Box 237
Purcellville, VA 20134
Website: www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

A BlueScope Steel Company

\\ Fuog/InterBuild, Inc.

Builder * Contractor

Commercial Buildings

A woman wanted for over 12 years after
she escaped from detention in Los Angeles,
California was located in Loudoun County
last week.

Carolyn Macy, 67, was sent to state prison
in Santa Clara County, CA in May of 1999 for
a three-year sentence on fraud and identity
theft charges. She escaped custody in Feb.
2000 after she was transferred to another facil-
1ty.

Last week, members of the Loudoun Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office received information that
Macy was living at Leisure World in Lans-

downe, VA. This information was obtained
from the California Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation, as well as from
detectives with the Fairfax County Sheriff’s
Office assigned to the U.S. Marshal’s Service
Fugitive Task Force.

Members of the Loudoun County Sheriff’s
Office and the Fairfax County Sherift’s Office
took Macy into custody at her home on Oct.
26 without incident. Macy is currently being
held without bond at the Loudoun County
Adult Detention Center on a felony extradi-
tion warrant.

Loudoun Interfaith Relief to Provide
Thanksgiving Dinners to Needy
Residents in Loudoun County

The dramatic downturn in the economy
has forced thousands of families in Loudoun
County to cope with the challenge of feeding
their families

Loudoun Interfaith Relief provides emer-
gency food assistance to many in the county,
and this year is planning to distribute Thanks-
giving Dinner baskets to 2,000 needy fami-

lies. Thanksgiving Dinner food distribution
will take place on Friday, Nov. 16, Saturday,
Nov. 17 and Sunday, Nov. 18 at Loudoun
Interfaith Relief, located at 750 Miller Drive,
Suite A-1 Leesburg, Virginia. For further
information call 703-777-5911 or visit
www.interfaithrelief.org.

Blue Ridge Hospice
Wants Ordinance For
“Outside” Agency Collection Bins

The bins that are popping up around the
county to collect clothing are leaving one
local group concerned.

Ernie Carnevale, president and CEO of
Blue Ridge Hospice, addressed the Purcel-
lville Town Council at their Oct. 9 meeting
about the bins. He said the groups that own
the bins do not have a local connection, and
the bins actually are hurting local charities.

"The not-for-profit community in our area
works very diligently to raise funds for the
local, charitable organizations that support
numerous residents, many of whom cannot
afford to pay for their services,” Carnevale
said.

“We feel that the increasing numbers of
donation bins springing up in our communi-
ties are siphoning much-needed funds away

from our local not-for-profits. Our organiza-
tion has made the decision to stand against
these outside agencies, which provide no
local connection or support, and often
become community eyesores due to bags of
clothing and other items left on the ground
outside the bins."

Carnevale asked the council to consider
passing an ordinance prohibiting the bins.

Blue Ridge Hospice runs six thrift shops,
including one in Purcellville. They also
operate a clothes-baling operation in Win-
chester that recycles clothing, soft goods and
other materials that are not sold in the thrift
shops. They provide hospice care to eight
area counties, including Loudoun. Last year
they served 1,054 patients.

Loudoun Free Clinic Celebration

The Loudoun Free Clinic is teaming up
with Cookology, a culinary school at the
Dulles Town Center, and Great Country
Farms to sponsor its Seasons of Care Win-
ter Celebration, Friday, Nov. 30 at The Sta-
ble at Bluemont Vineyards from 6-10 p.m.

The “Boots, Beer & BBQ,” celebration
will feature barbecue, beer, a dessert buffet,
artwork and crafts, and line dancing. Ven-
dors are donating their services at no
charge. “We are indebted to Maria Kopsi-

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

das of Cookology for supporting the clinic
in organizing such a fun-filled evening for a
worthy cause,” said Debra Townsend, exec-
utive director of the Loudoun Free Clinic.
“That nearly 100 percent of the proceeds
from our event will benefit the clinic is an
amazing outpouring of community support
for those in need of medical care.” For
more information call the Free Clinic at
703-779-5420, or visit www.loudoun-
freeclinic.org.
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New Auto Wash in Purcellville

Station Auto Wash
has opened a new
operation in Purcel-
Iville. This new facili-
ty is in addition to the
facility the company
has operated for a
number of years in
Leesburg.

The company has
been recognized as one of the top 50 car
washes in the country, and was named the
“Best of Loudoun” every year since 2005.

According to Tom and Ryan Magazzine,
owners of this family business, “Our concept
in building this new location was to establish
a ‘hub’ and ‘spoke’ for Station Auto Wash
customers. In Leesburg, we have over 2.5
acres and 14,000 square feet in two buildings
to handle both interior and exterior cleaning
plus detailing efficiently. Our Western
Loudoun County customers wanted a conven-
ient location for more frequent exterior wash-
es in between full service cleanings. That’s
why, in Purcellville, our goal is to get cus-
tomers in and out quickly and affordably.”

Station Auto wash's new "Exterior
Express" consists of a double wash tunnel,
featuring the company's exclusive high purity

EXTERIOR EXPRESS

foam cleaning process.

This system accom-
modates vehicles that
have been lowered, or
those that have extra-
wide tires.

Options for Purcel-
lville customers will
include Rain-X, Rust
Inhibitor, hand-applied
tire dressing and a hand wipe-down at the fin-
ish.

Purcellville Station Auto Wash Exterior
Express recycles 75 percent of the water it
uses, and continues to feature clean and green
products from Blue Coral/Ecolab.

The Magazzine’s went on to say, “Our goal
is to be a great neighbor, not only environ-
mentally but in everything we do. We are
proud of the numerous awards we have
received for stewardship, ambassadorship,
architectural excellence, innovation and com-
munity appearance, and look forward to con-
tinuing this tradition in our new location.”

The new Station Auto Wash Exterior
Express is open 9 a.m. — 6 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 8 a.m. — 6 p.m., Friday and
Saturday; or 10 a.m. — 5 p.m., Sunday, is
located at 128 N. Maple Avenue.

Misuse of Office?, continued from page 5

Director Liz Miller points out the allegation
that an employee of Public Advocate was at
one point placed in a supervisory role over
Delgaudio’s staff aides, and that documents
obtained through The Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) show that individual as a
recipient of county government emails. “The
documents we have so far strongly suggest
that he co-mingles his activities,” said Miller.
“There is no functional separation between
Supervisor Delgaudio, candidate Delgaudio,
and hate group director Delgaudio”

Documents shared with the Blue Ridge
Leader show a pattern of emails sent to Del-
gaudio’s government address being forward-
ed by him to other accounts, and often for-
warded on to political contacts from those
accounts. A disclaimer that appears on his
campaign website reads in part,“In sending e-
mails to Eugene Delgaudio, if you want your
e-mail to be considered a ‘public record,
which may be disclosable to anyone who
asks, please indicate you are sending your e-
mail to ‘Eugene Delgaudio, as Supervisor’” In
fact, FOIA doesn’t consider the manner of
address or the email account used in its
determination of what is a public record.

According to Real Advocate, they are still
sifting through the many documents already
obtained, and finding in them information that
guides new FOIA demands. “We have some
specific things we're looking for in these sup-
posedly ‘non-public’ email accounts. Delgau-
dio’s office has requested more time to
respond to some of our FOIA demands, and
we have reason to believe that some respons-
es have been incomplete,” Miller continued.
“We will rely on the courts if necessary to
enforce compliance.” Miller declined to elab-
orate further.

The Blue Ridge Leader contacted Vice-
Chair Clarke requesting comment about her
knowledge of the allegations and what role

“The documents we have so far strongly
suggest that he co-mingles his activities,”
said Miller. “There is no functional sepa-
ration between Supervisor Delgaudio,
candidate Delgaudio, and hate group
director Delgaudio.”

the board will play in the pending investiga-
tion. At press time she had not yet respond-
ed to that request.

Delgaudio has acknowledged instructing
his aides to set up meetings with potential
donors, but says that they were to raise
money for a youth football league. “It’s not
illegal to raise money for charities,” he told
the Finance and Government Services Com-
mittee, on which he sits. “It’s not unethical to
do that.”

“It doesn’t ultimately matter whether staff
aides were setting up meetings to raise funds
for Public Advocate, or for Delgaudio’s
reelection campaign, or for some other inter-
est of his that isn’t county business,” said Real
Advocate’s David Weintraub. “What we don’t
understand is why the rest of the board is
trying so hard to protect him, why it is that
York and Clarke, at least, sat on this informa-
tion for seven months, and did absolutely
nothing until they were forced to by the
Washington Post story. Donna Mateer trust-
ed them, and she never heard from them
again.”

Supplemental material is available at our web-
site, www.BRLeader.com. This is a developing
story. As we were going to press, Real Advocate
made public a letter of engagement dated Oct.
26, on County Attorney letterhead, detailing the
agreement between the county and an Ashburn
based investigative service retained to review the
complaint.

15™ Anniversary

Now in Progress!!!
Up to 60% OFF In Stock Inventory
RUG PADS 15% OFF!

M. PAGE

ORIENTAL

703-777-1622
Village Shopping Center * 27 Fairfax St. S.E. Leesburg, VA 20175
Sun 12-5, Mon Closed, Tues - Thurs. 10-6. Friday 10-5:30, & Sat 10-5

www.mpageorientalrugs.com

LOUDCUN COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE®
VIHECE e
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the belief that certain uses such as copious
vehicle storage, exercise facilities and a
holding cell were not necessary out here. |
appreciate the leadership of Supervisor
Clarke in reining in the scale of this much-
needed project. But the Board of Supervi-
sors only voted to restrict the budget, not the
design. While this has trimmed the square
footage, it has also forced a decision to use
well and septic and it restricts county plan-
ners from thinking ahead. An expensive 14-
acre site was bought with Sheriff's bond
money, and it has been designed to use up
the entire parcel without considering co-use.
When the next capital need in this area aris-
es, the county taxpayers may have to pay for
another large parcel and additional residents
will be affected.

TJ: Round Hill- and its surrounding
acreage- have seen substantial growth in
recent years; do you see this trend continu-
ing indefinitely, or is there a 'final build-out'
point on the horizon?

SR: We still have room to grow in our
current service area boundaries. Based on
current zoning, our utility service area is
only about 65 percent built out, with room
for about 650 more connections. We have no
plans to expand our service boundaries to
accommodate additional growth. If some-
one had said back in 2007 that our user base
would have no net growth for five years, I
would not have believed it so we cannot
forecast these things very well. We instead
need to structure our finances such that we
are not betting on our forecasting ability.

TJ: What are the things about your town

that attracted you to live there? Are those

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Ramsey Interview, continued from page 3

characteristics still safely in place?

SR: We came here in 2000 looking for a
special neighborhood in which to raise our
children, and found a gem here in Western
Loudoun. I think Round Hill still is that wel-
coming, walkable town I fell in love with.
But that question should really be answered
by many of our 50-year residents, as I am
still a new guy here.

TJ: How do you see Round Hill in, say —
25 or 50 years? Would you still want to live
there?

SR: I hope so, as I plan to be a lifer (not
in office!). That is a part of what motivates
me to serve this town, to protect what makes
it special for families.

TJ: On the subject of Greater Western
Loudoun, do you think that it will always be
'as we know it,' or is it doomed to eventual-
ly be developed out?

SR: Residents move here for the unique
quality of life in Western Loudoun, but once
here they still demand reliable electric
power, broadband and cellular services,
lighted athletic fields and convenient shop-
ping which all have an impact. Our job as
politicians is to help balance those interests.
When a project is next door, those most
affected can end up losing all influence over
its development because of an all-or-nothing
stance. Working with those who have a vest-
ed interest, including developers and busi-
ness owners, to ensure the character of our
area is preserved while allowing change is
the best way to manage growth.

TJ: Thanks for your time and attention,
Tim Jon for the Blue Ridge Leader
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Wild Loudoun, continued from page 8

Hens lay a clutch of 10 to 12 eggs
during a two-week period, usually lay-
ing one egg per day. A female will
incubate and tend to her eggs for about
28 days, turning and rearranging them
for temperature control until they are
ready to hatch.

A newly-hatched flock needs to
leave the nest within 12 to 24 hours to
eat. "Poults," or baby turkeys, feed on
insects, berries and seeds. But, adults
have a more varied diet, eating acorns,
berries, insects and even small rep-
tiles.

As a rule, turkeys feed in early
morning and in the afternoon, and like
open areas for feeding, mating. Forest-
ed areas provide them with cover from
predators and a place to spend the night ...
as they often roost in trees. Both open and
covered areas are key to wild turkey survival.

Acorns are one of our wild turkeys’
favorite foods. For this reason, the strength of
the oak crop in any one year has a significant
impact on the number of turkeys taken in the
fall hunting harvest. The harvest goes down
in years with good acorn availability, as
flocks move less and stay undercover in
forested areas making them more difficult to
locate and hunt. When acorns are scarce,
birds move further in search of food and are
seen in fields and clearings, making them eas-
ier to find.

Wild turkeys have “beards” on the front of
their throat. The beards grow throughout the
life of the bird, gaining about 4 inches annu-

_ - e, 1 15}
Photo courtesy of the National Wild Turkey Federation

ally. Young males or "Jakes" have a beard
that is usually about 2-4 inches in length by
their first spring as a gobbler. Adult males or
"Toms" can show beards that are up to a foot
in length.

The appearance of wild turkeys is the result
of black, white, and brown feathers. Occa-
sionally there are variations in feathers that
result in color aberrations. "Smokey gray"
birds lack any brown feather coloration and
have been described as ghost-like in appear-
ance. Red phase or “eruythsite” birds have
red in their feathers instead of brown.

But, whatever their color, America’s wild
turkeys are one of nature’s most spectacular
gifts to us — a beautiful sight for the eyes.

Ask Dr. Mike, continued from page 2

QCoRBELS

T
/ llowisford Conservancy, Inspired Living and
Planned Community are all irademarks of Wilowsford, L.L.C. November 2012,

WHERE Your HoME CoMEs wiTH A 2,000-Acre BAcCk YARD.

Set in the rolling landscape of Loudoun County, the new community of Willowsford is as distinctive for its
homes and natural community design asit is for what'sbeen left untouched - 2,000 acres of shared open space.
Which means plenty of room to explore, to play, to grow, and to dream in nature’s own peace and quiet —

right in your back yard. And that’s a good thing, because the best adventures begin and end at home.

W
Willowsford

VIRGINIA

INTRODUCING AN INsPIRING SELECTION OF FINE SiNGLE-Famity Homes
Pricep FroM THE $300's To ovir $1 MiLuion

Tﬂﬂm fr '] n @

Prices and terms set forth herein are provided by home bullders within Willowsford who are not affiated with the oumer
and developer of the community. Such prices and terms, and the quality of the home builder's homes, are not veriied
or warrante by owner Wilowsford, L.L.C. or its affiiates. Dues, fees and assessments may be imposed for the Lse of

some amenities. This material shall not constitute an offer or solicitation in any state where prior

© 2012 Willowsford, L.LC. Willowsford, Wi

istration is required.
Naturally
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as a husband and new dad. As much as you
want your husband to be sensitive to your
needs, you also need to be sensitive to his.
Based on what you wrote, | am assuming that
you are not working and/or are on maternity
leave. If your husband is a light sleeper and
has told you that he needs to be rested for
work, I think you should respect his need to
sleep in another bedroom for the time being.
Also, if your husband needs a little away time
for himself over the weekend, that is actually
healthy as long as the time he takes is reason-
able. As far as your feelings and needs go,
they are also valid, and he needs to appreciate
them. I would let your husband know how
you are feeling (non-defensively) and come
up with some compromises. For example,
your husband can certainly help out with
things more in the evening when he returns
home from work. He can also sleep with you
on nights when he does not need to work the
next day. And he can also step up his
involvement as dad over the weekend with
the baby and the other kids, which would
give you a break and time for yourself. Are
you “being hormonal?” Of course you are,
you just had a baby! You have been through
a lot both physically and emotionally in
recently giving birth...not to mention the 9
months up until that moment. Thus, I would
also recommend that you turn to family and
friends as much as you can for support and
help over the next few months. Being tired
and stressed is part of being a new parent, but
by communicating better and compromising
with your husband, things should get a little
easier so you can then both focus more on
what really matters — the joy of your new-
born.

Dr. Mike, For years now, my husband has
treated our eldest son like a super star and
our other children have felt the effects. Are
eldest is the most athletic and outgoing,
which are attributes my husband embodies
and encourages. Even extended family and
close friends have commented on the atten-
tion and preferential treatment he gives our
eldest. Recently, I brought our youngest
child to therapy for anxiety and behavior
problems, and he told the therapist (in my
presence and in tears) that his dad doesn’t
love him as much as his older brother.
Whenever 1 approach my husband about
the topic (even the recent therapy session),
he tells me that I am being ridiculous. Help.
— M in Loudoun County

M, The very real idea that as parents we may
like one child more than another is rarely dis-
cussed, so I thank you for your letter. While
as parents we love our children equally, that
does not mean we will like them all the same.
Surveys on the topic have shown that parents
can and do love their children differently but
most are ashamed to admit it. As a general
rule, moms and dads are going to be more
comfortable engaging in gender-geared activ-
ities with their same sex children. I suppose
there are some moms out there that enjoy
playing aggressive first-person shooter
games with their son’s on-line and some
dad’s that enjoy getting manicures and pedi-
cures with their daughter’s. But for the most
part, gender differences will contribute to
comfort or discomfort for moms and dads
with their children. Parent-child personality
styles and interests will also motivate parents
to spend more time with one child over
another. Even age can be a factor. For exam-

ple, many men are less comfortable with
infants and will prefer more verbal and active
engagement with an older child. For your sit-
uation, perhaps you can encourage your hus-
band to schedule weekly special time with his
other children. Whether that time involves
kicking a soccer ball, going a on a bike ride,
grabbing a Slurpee at 7-Eleven, etc. — each
child will get a little more one-to-one time
with dad than usual every week. This will
affirm your other children and hopefully rein-
force your husband to want to spread his
parental love in the family more evenly.

Dr. Mike, My sister has suffered from very
bad anorexia for years. I haven’t seen her
in about a year, but she looks horrible on
Facebook. Our mother told me privately
that my sister presently weighs less than 90
pounds and is not in any kind of treatment
for it. She will be spending Thanksgiving
week with us this year, and I am concerned
that her illness will make my children
uncomfortable. It’s not just her appearance
but also her behavior that’s a concern for
me. She runs something like 10 miles a day
and has a very odd liquid diet, which I am
sure we will all witness and be part of at the
Thanksgiving family dinner. I love my sis-
ter but am worried about her being around
my children. I know this must sound awful
to you, but it’s how I feel. I also know I need
to talk to her but don’t know what to say and
am afiaid of hurting her feelings.

— G in Loudoun County

G, Anorexia Nervosa can be a debilitating
and even life threatening condition. Your sis-
ter’s current weight, excessive exercise and
restrictive diet as your report suggest that she
is doing poorly. I agree with you that the

topic needs to be addressed but with great
care and respect since Thanksgiving is not a
good time to confront a family member about
their mental illness. Rather than discussing
your sister’s eating disorder as a her problem,
I recommend discussing the problem with
your sister as your problem. I would just let
her know that she has become very thin and
that your children may not understand what
that means at their ages. 1 would then ask
your sister what she would like you to say on
her behalf to prepare them for her arrival. [
would also encourage your sister to, age
appropriately, discuss the topic of her weight,
exercise routine and diet, directly with your
children should any of those topics come up
for them during your sister’s visit. There is
no reason for you to speak for your sister.
This approach will help to normalize things
for your kids, and your sister may also bene-
fit therapeutically from her speaking openly
about her appearance with your children. I
strongly encourage you and your entire fami-
ly to speak more directly to your sister about
her condition after Thanksgiving. Given the
seriousness of what you reported, she needs
to know that her family is there for her, and
that she needs to address her problems with
intensive treatment.

Michael Oberschneider “Dr. Mike” is the
Founder and Director of Ashburn Psychological
Services (APS), a private mental health clinic
comprised of 12 MD and PhD level mental health
clinician. He and his team are here to serve our
Loudoun children, teens and adults. To learn
more about Dr. Mike and the APS team, please
visit: www.ashburnpsych.com or call (703) 723-
2999.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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First LCDS Open House, Nov. 18

Loudoun Country Day School will hold
its first admissions open house on Sunday,
Nov. 18 from 2-4 p.m. Headmaster Dr.
Randy Hollister will introduce a new
Admissions Director, Susan Hower, a long-
standing faculty member and prekinder-
garten teacher.

According to Dr. Hollister, “Susan
Hower enjoyed a brilliant 22-year career as
a prekindergarten teacher in our program.
Over her phenomenal career, she devel-
oped our prekindergarten program, its cur-
riculum and components, into the rich and

robust experience that it is for our youngest
students today ... ”

Loudoun Country Day School is a non-
profit, independent school, educating boys
and girls from prekindergarten through
eighth grade, and was chosen “Best
prekindergarten — 8th grade Private
School” in I Am Modern’s “Best of Subur-
bia” polls in 2011 and 2012, as well as the
“Best of Poll” for Leesburg Today for 14
out of the past 15 years. For more informa-
tion contact Director of Admissions, Susan
Hower at Susan.Hower@]cds.org.

Dreaming Into Winter, continued from page 16

Virginia winters. Easy to grow and harvest,
these onion-family bulbs can easily fit into
perennial borders. And, they are never
bothered by deer.

With all the leaves down, it’s a good
time to look at the trunks and branches of
shrubs. Broken or crossing branches can be
pruned. In some very twiggy shrubs, look
for branches heading into the center of the
plant that can be removed to eliminate con-
gestion next summer.

Boxwood, holly, and evergreen magno-
lias can be lightly pruned for winter holi-
day decorations. Colorful dogwood and
willow branches can add a nice touch to
indoor floral arrangements.

Be careful with your roses. Long stems
that will whip around in the wind can be cut
back but save serious rose pruning for
spring. Depending on the severity of the

winter, you may see substantial winterkill
that needs to be cut back once the weather
is warm again.

If you need to add to existing garden
beds or create new ones, it’s a great time to
lay down 5-6 sheets of newspaper over the
grass and cover with a good pile of leaves.
In March, the grass will have died back
with no damage to the soil structure, no
herbicides, and no sore back for you. In
spring, you can plant right away.

Now, it’s time to read and dream.

Donna Williamson is a master gardener,
garden designer, and garden coach. She has
taught gardening and design classes at the
State Arboretum of Virginia, Oatlands in
Leesburg, and Shenandoah University.
Author of The Virginia Gardener's Compan-
ion: An Insider's Guide to Low-Maintenance
Gardening in Virginia, contact Donna at
dwfinegardening.com, 540-877-2002.

AUDIOLOGY

HEARING
CARE
SERVICES

31 Willow Spring Drive

Hearing Testing
Balance / Dizziness Testing  Tinmitus
Earwax Removal

Free Hearing Screenings

Charles Town
(304) 728-6763

| CAN....HEAR
YOU NOW!

“The Audiologists took the time to find the aids perfect for me and my
hearing needs. The excellent customer service at Audiology Hearing Care Mary Lynn
Services did not stop once | purchased my aids. Instead, they have always
been extremely accomodating in the total care, maintenance and testing
of my hearing aids in the four years | have been cared for by them.

| would recommend them to anyone who is experiencing any type of and
hearing difficulties.” - Robbie Brown

Ask about...
our Lifetime Service

Free Batteries!

WIDEX'

“Sound Advice and Caring Service since 1996”

HIGH DEFINITION HEARING

Single-Owner
Colonial on 4 Acres
4BR, 2 1/2BA,

3200 sq. ft.
Gorgeous
Mountain Views

JUST REDUCED TO
$499,000
United

ountry

Northern Virginia

IntemationalExposureYl'ocal Expertise]
Richard Hampton

Carl Fischer, Broker/Owner a@ C (703) 505-9277 | richard@uc-vare.com | www.uc-varé.com

Space * Light * Value * Elegance

More Reasons Jor Four Seasons

%

15%
on all Solid Roof Room

Save Hundreds of Dollars

.'hrough this FactOI'Y'
Introductory Promotion

' Sponsored

@ Visit our Elegant Showroom at Creekside Station

FIRST 10
CALLERS GET A

FREE 3D

RENDERING

gE |

i 1. - -

s Call or visit us TODAY to take advantage
- of our LOW Introductory Pricing

ACT NOW - Offer Expires Soon!

3113 VALLEY AVENUE « SUITE 100 » WINCHESTER, VA 22601

www.fourseusonssunroans.com 540.678.3700

BUILD the BEST

FOUR SEASONS’
SUNROOMS

Independently Owned & Operated

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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m Call 540-349-8030
ON OUR By November 15th to schedule
Mﬁiﬁﬂ,ﬁ,ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ"gﬂg your no obligation appointment

Customer Only Pre-Season Sale!
Get a $4,651 Furnace for only $2,515 with
off season Air Conditioning Package*...

My business has grown through the hard work of my employees and the trust of customers like you. However, every year my business slows in the fall season. I employ
great people and I want to keep them working every day throughout the year. That is why I've decided to do something about it before it’s too late.

What A Really Simple Concept

By letting you win big now, I will win at the end of the year. I'm betting that if I make you an ollcr that is “irresistible” (at least it should be if your furnace or air
conditioner 1s over 10 vears old) I will accomplish three things:

1. I can pay my professional staff’ to work instead of not paying them to sit at home on slow days.

2. I will cover my rent, utilities, insurance and taxes.

3. I will reward customers like vou that make this possible.
If I can accomplish these three objectives, and provide extra work during the next month, I will be a winner.

Keep Reading To Learn How To Get A Premier or Optimum
Home Comfort System for Much Less

. . . .. - bl - .. - . . -
By putting this air conditioner and furnace package together, I was able to buy both the air conditioner and the [urnace for less and pass it on exclusively to customers
like you! So, if’ you buy one of these 33 new premium high efficiency air conditioning packages (but only if one of the four sizes I have will fit your house, of course), I am
offering you the matching furnace and all I ask for is the $2,515%* in labor and material costs for installation.

Perfect Fit For Your Home

Just call me at 540-349-8030 anytime. I will come out and measure your home (and determine the availability of the proper size). Don’t forget, I only have 33 matched
systems in four sizes. When they are gone, this remarkable offer ends also. I will show you the retail price on the system that fits your home. Then, I will show you the
substantial savings available now. And it will include all labor and installation materials. Nothing is left out!

You Can Buy With NO Cash

- . . . - . - - - e . - - ~ . gy -
Consider this...if you decide to make monthly investments instead of paying cash, the entire amount of your payments might be offset by the savings on your utility bills

over the life of the system. It’s like “having your cake and cating it too”.

Why This Offer Can’t Last

You must act before November 15th. Here are two reasons why:
1. I only have four sizes available. When all of the matched air conditioners and furnaces are installed in a particular size, that’s it. There are no more available at this
price.
2. If T have any of the 33 systems left on November 15th (although I doubt I will), this offer still ends.
Here’s why:..

The only reason I am making this great offer is to boost our sales during this slow period. My business always starts to improve when the fall cold air hits, and I can sell

them at regular price during peak season and still come out ahead. Give us a call now at 540-349-8030 and we will set an appointment for your no-obligation survey.
Thank you for reading this rather long letter. I hope you will take advantage of this incredible offer,

Tips Decrr  ONEC HOUR

Jim Dean HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING ™

General Manager Always On Time...Or You Don’t Pay A Dime! -

License# VA2705062314A 5 40_349_8030

Always On Time...or You Don’t Pay A Dime!® Applies to scheduled repair and maintenance service appointments only. *Receive a 95% high efficiency gas furnace for $2,515 when you purchase a premier air
conditioner. Limited quantity. Taxes extra. **Manufacturer or third party warranty coverage. Warranties require equipment to be maintained in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations. Some
limitations may apply. See store for details. Cannot be combined with any other offers, ©2012 Clockwork 1P, LLC.-

r--_------------ I I I I I I S S S S S - - - _---_-_---_---_1

SUE.") - [T $7/5; 5135 !

ROOFING : I
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A Music School For All Ages

Now starting its 19th consecutive year,
Community Music School of the Piedmont
(CMSP) is headquartered in Upperville with
satellite locations in Aldie, Middleburg, Pur-
cellville, and The Plains. The school, an
independent, non profit, 501 (c ) (3) organi-
zation, is a member of the National Guild
for Community Arts Education.

Students range from the very young
through seniors and include everyone in
between. The youngest is an energetic three
year old; the oldest is a dapper septuagenar-
ian.

The group program designed for the very
young and their parents or caregivers is
Music Together, serving newborns through
four year olds. Classes have an artistically
conceived flow of songs, movement, nurs-

ery rhymes, instru-
mental jam sessions,
and finger plays.
These activities help
children develop
rhythm and tonal
skills.

For older children,
teenagers and adults,
CMSP offers an array
of private lessons,
group classes, special
programs, ensembles
and performance opportunities. Over sixty
percent of the faculty hold advanced
degrees. They teach not only the perennial-
ly popular instruments such as piano, violin
and guitar, but also the “endangered instru-
ments” those won-

derful music mak-
ing tools that are at
risk of disappearing,
such as the harp,
viola, bassoon, and
oboe.

There are also,
on the faculty, two
dedicated and tal-
ented music thera-
pists. These certi-
fied professionals
provide individual
sessions that use the
power of music to
help younger folk
deal with the chal-

lenges of autism and older folk with various
challenges.

For almost two decades, the Community
Music School of the Piedmont has been a
treasure in this rural community. Each
semester, there are a group of recitals that
provide students with the opportunity for
public performance. There are outreach pro-
grams after school at local public schools,
and programs during the day at a local child
care center. There are public programs by
professional musicians, and ensemble
groups for musicians in the community
wishing to play for a group.

CMSP has provided music instruction
and performance opportunities for a cross
section of the community. Over the past
eight years, it has funded over $55,000 in
needs based tuition assistance and scholar-
ships, making music education affordable
for those who might not obtain it otherwise.

Jfor more information call 540-592-3040
or go to: piedmontmusic@aol.com.

Old Time Dance Band
Pulls Out All The Stops

75th Anniversary for
Free State Ramblers

The Barns of Rose Hill will host a square dance
party to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the old-
time dance band, the Free State Ramblers.

The free, family-friendly event takes place on
Sunday evening, Nov. 25 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
There will be chili and cornbread plus an anniversary
cake to celebrate this wonderful band.

The old-time dance band, the Free State Ramblers,
was founded in 1937 by the great Virginian long-bow
fiddler, John Chilton Ashby. His son, George Everett
(Skip) Ashby carries on the tradition today.

Charlottesville-based Jim Morrison, traditional
music historian and long-time caller for the Free
State Ramblers will be leading a short square dance
lesson before calling the main dance.

The event is free and open to the public with an
RSVP. Space is limited. A covered dish as admis-
sion is welcome (optional). Donations to Barns of
Rose Hill are equally welcome. To reserve your
space, call (540) 955-2004 or email info@barn-
sofrosehill.org by Nov. 23. The Barns of Rose Hill is
located at 95 Chalmers Court, Berryville Virginia,
22611.

Doors open at 5:30 PM
for the light supper and
cake. Square dance lesson
starts at 6:15 p.m. with the
“Big Dance” starting at (7 V7
6:30 p.m. (Dress vintage ... (\,j«'/}:f(-’» —
organizers suggest.) :

WELCOME TO
CARVER CENTER

Unique to Loudoun County, we combine Senior Center
programming weekdays from 9:00-2:00, with full Community
Center offerings in the afternoons, evenings and on Saturdays.

® 200 Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville, VA 20132 571-258-3400 ¢

Active, independent adults age 55 and better may join our Senior

Center for just $25/year and enjoy such activities as volleyball,

line dance, Tai Chi, book groups, creative writing, afternoon tea,

tours, mental muscle, bridge, trips to restaurants, fitness classes,
guest speakers and special events.

Check us out at www.loudoun.gov/carver

PAID TRAINING

Loudoun County Public Schools
Pupil Transportation Dept.

is seeking to hire
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

You will be thankful for the many things we offer you, including:

EXCELLENT BENEFITS

Requirements:

APPLY ONLINE at www/Icps.org/trans or

$17.17/HR TO START

Good Driving Record
Min. 20 yrs. old w/4 yrs. driving exp.
Ability to lift 50 Ibs.

Pass a physical & drug screening

Must enjoy working with children!

CALL BRIAN at 571.252.1720 EE
e

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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Call For Entries: Barns and Farms of
Loudoun County — Images of Loudoun

The annual Barns & Farms Show of
Loudoun County will be on display in
the gallery at Franklin Park Arts Center
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and weekends dur-
ing performances. -

The Arts Center hosts art shows |
throughout the year, and features indi-
vidual shows by local galleries and
artists. For more information visit
www.franklinparkartscenter.org.

SUNDAY-NOVEMBERL23

(]:REE S ‘ M'[E S30PM 5 830PM
BARNS 0f ROSE HILL
: BE RRYVILLE,VIRGINIA
RAMBLERS>  *==
[L_, II Ay

FREE with RSVP — but space is limited. Bring a
covered dish for admission if you'd like. Join the
Free State Ramblers to celebrate their 75th
anniversary with traditional old-time music and
dance. Chili, cornbread and cake will be provided.
To RSVP email info@barnsofrosehill.org or call:

540-955-2004
WWW.BRRNS OFROSEHILL .0RG

Shenandoah Potters Guild
Holiday Sale

More online at www.brleader.com

% ® ¢ 9 ¢ 0 o0 e w°®
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. Nov. 16 & 17 .
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R Nov.18 2

Joan Wolford is MAME e

All Tickets: $20
. Call Imagine That!
Theater Co. for tickets:

el 540-554-8889

HRISEM
AROL A¥

Nov. 30
Thru
Dec 16
Fri., Sat. Shows
7pm
Sun. Shows
3pm 4

®* P 9 9 & 0 » 9 o

An original musical adaptation

of a holiday classic!
Run Rabbit Run Theatre Company
Adv. Tickets: $16 Ad.,
$12 Sr., $10 Ch. 12 and under

Purchase online at

www.RRRTheatre.org

FRANKLIN PARK
ARTS CENTER

36441 Blueridge View Lane
Purcellville, Virginia 20132
540-338-7973
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For a complete listing, please visit our Events
Calendar on our website: www.brleader.com.
To see your community event here, please
send us an email to: advertise@brleader.com.

& Thursday, Nov. 8, Master Gardener open
house. The program is accepting applications for
the Class of 2013. More information about the
program and copies of the application are available
at www.loudouncountymastergardeners.org. The
open house is at the Loudoun Extension Office at
30 Catoctin Circle, SE, in Leesburg.

< Friday, Nov. 9, |1th annual Barns and
Farms of Loudoun County Art Show and
Sale. Show runs through Jan. 2, weekdays from 9
a.m. until 5 p.m. and weekends during perform-
ances. Entries will be accepted Monday, Nov. 5
through Wednesday, Nov.7 from 9 am.-5 p.m. To
submit art, complete an entry form by visiting
www.franklinparkartscenter.org/exhibitions.

& Friday, Nov. 9, Loudoun Valley High
School's 13th annual Veterans Day pro-
gram. At 7 p.m. Guest speaker is Rob Jones,
returning graduate of LVHS, Marine, and Bronze
Medal Paralympian.

& Saturday, Nov. 10, Exploring Fall at the
Blue Ridge Center. Join Phil Daley of the
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy at 10 a.m. for an
informal, family walk around the Blue Ridge Cen-
ter for Environmental Studies. Registration
required, sign up online at
www.loudounwildlife.org/SignUp.htm.

& Saturday, Nov. 10, Tales from the Haunted
Turnpike, 7:30 p.m. at the Aldie Mill, 39401 John
S. Mosby Highway. Dress warmly. Admission to
the tour will be $10 for adults, $5 for students.
Reservations are required. For more information
and reservations, call (540) 687-6681 or visit
www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

& Saturday, Nov. 10, Greater Manassas Vet-
erans Day at || am. in Old Town Manassas.
Guest of honor Lt. Colonel Howard L. (Larry)
Gerlach USMC (Ret). Go to www.vetpar.org for
more information.

Sunday, Nov. 1 1,8 a.m.
Purcellville Turkey Trot 5K
Loudoun Valley
Community Center

< Sunday, Nov. | |, Wildlife Rescue, Rehabil-
itation, and Release program, 2 p.m. at the
Purcellville Library. Belinda Burwell, executive
director and veterinarian at the Blue Ridge
Wildlife Center, will describe how the center res-
cues injured, orphaned and sick native wildlife and
takes care of them before they are released back
into the wild.

& Sunday, Nov. 11, 2012 Loudoun History
Awards at the Thomas Balch Library, 208
West Market St., Leesburg at 2 p.m. This year’s
honorees are Kenneth Fleming, Jim Hanna, Louis
Jett and James P. Lucier, Sr.

& Sunday, Nov. | |, Veterans Day 5K Race at
Philip A. Bolen Memorial Park, 42405 Claudia
Drive, Leesburg. Race starts at 8 a.m. Race fee is
$28 for adults before Nov. 10, and $33 on the
event day. The flat rate for ages 17 and under is
$15. Register online at www.prraces.com or at
www.loudoun.gov/webtrac.
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& Sunday, Nov. |1, Lovettsville Historical
Society Lecture by Scott Ackerman, his-
toric interpreter at President Lincoln's Cottage
at the Soldiers' Home in Washington. The lec-
ture is 3:30 p.m. at St. James United Church of
Christ, 10 East Broad Way, Lovettsville follow-
ing the Veterans Day Ceremony on the Town
Square.

& Friday, Nov. 16, Saturday, Nov. 17 and
Sunday, Nov. 18, Loudoun Interfaith Relief
Thanksgiving food distribution at 750 Miller
Drive, Suite A-1 in Leesburg. Call 703-777-591 |
for further information or visit www.inter-
faithrelief.org

& Friday, Nov. 16 and Saturday, Nov. 17,
annual holiday bazaar at the Carver Cen-
ter, 700 South |5th St. in Purcellville. Nov. 16
from [-8 p.m. and Nov. |7 8 am. to 3 p.m. Per-
sonal and professional vendors welcome.

& Monday, Nov. 19, Christmas celebration
starts at Oatlands, 20850 Oatlands Plantation
Lane in Leesburg. Holiday tours on the half-hour
beginning on Nov. 19 through Dec. 30 from 10
am. to 4 p.m. weekdays and Saturdays and |
p.-m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays. Tours are $12 for
adults, $10 for seniors and $8 for children 6 —
16. Visit www.oatlands.org.

& Friday, Dec. 7, 2012 from 5:30 p.m. to 9
p-m. the Annual Winter Wonderland,
Everyone is invited to attend this popular
fundraising and fun event. Incredibly unique
Silent Auction, and a room full of very special
Vendors for great gift buying opportunities.
Emerick Elementary School on Nursery Ave.

NWILL Indoor Lacrosse League
Open to Boys UI5 & Ul2

NoVaWest in partnership with the Winchester
SportsPlex are now accepting team and individ-
ual registrations for the two winter 2012/2013
indoor lacrosse league sessions.

Visit www.novawestlax.com/NWILL/index.asp
for more information or register at
www.novawestlax.com/register. All players reg-
istered will be entered into a drawing for a new
pro7 helmet. Registration for session | will end
12/1/12 and for session Il I/1/13

Children’s Nature Book Club
Has Begun Its Fall Season

The Children’s Nature Book Club or
“C.N.B.C.") has begun its fall 2012 session. The
club welcomes 3-6 year olds, accompanied by
their parent or other care-giver, to meet at the
Rust Sanctuary, Leesburg, VA to hear a story,
take a short hike, and participate in music, and
arts and crafts, all centered around a nature-
based theme. Classes meet Fridays from 10
a.m. — 11:30 a.m. through Dec. 14 (except for
Thanksgiving week). Instructors are Loudoun
Wildlife Conservancy volunteers, previous pre-
school teachers, and Master Naturalists. Pre-
registration is required by contacting Ellie at
(‘pedaley@verizon.net’) or (540-338-6528).
Cost is $3.00/child each week. Enrollment is
limited. Participants should dress for outside
weather. Boots are recommended.

/A(////‘)./ .

More online at www.brleader.com

Spectacular Christmas in Horse Country

Christmas in Middleburg is a wonderful com-
munity event. Festivities begin at 8:30 a.m., Sat-
urday, December | with breakfast with Santa
and a silent auction at Middleburg Elementary
School.

Starting at || am. the Middleburg Hunt
Review takes to the streets creating a spectacu-
lar site as approximately 100 horses, riders in
red coats and dozens of hounds come through
the town. Throughout the day there are
hayrides, choir performances, a crafts fair at the
Middleburg Community Center, the Middleburg
Garden Club’s Christmas Flower & Greens
Show at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, as well as
shopping and dining in the town’s shops and
restaurants. Back by popular demand is the
“Christmas in Middleburg Wine Crawl” — a pro-
gressive wine tasting featuring Virginia wines at

Middleburg Country Inn, Barrel Oak Tasting
Room and Gallery, the Wine Cellar, Julien’s, Red
Fox Inn, Salamander Market, Home Farm, and
Olio.

The parade begins at 2 p.m. as spectators line
the sidewalks to watch as a unique assortment
of floats, troops, and bands. In keeping with the
animal friendliness of the town, the parade
includes horses, llamas, alpacas and dogs. Not to
be missed are the antique fire trucks, with Santa
bringing up the rear riding on a beautiful horse
drawn coach.

“Christmas in Middleburg is a wonderful fam-
ily event,” said Parade Organizer Jim Herbert.
“This year’s event will be especially exciting
because the parade will feature many new addi-
tions; there will also be unique activities taking
place throughout the day for visitors to enjoy.”

We hm over l,l‘oo sq ft of Bazaar & Umqu- Antique, Vintage & Handmade Furniture, Pottery,
Jewelry, Glass & Home Deceor, Civil War Items, Vintage Coke-a-Cola Ware, Vinyl Records &
Music Memorabilia, Stocking Stuffers,“Poopouri”, Local Yarns, Tree Ornaments, Hand Knit Gifts.

143 N 21st Street, Purcellville, VA. 20132
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» REAL ESTATE TICKER » RESIDENTIAL MARKET CONTINUES TO MOVE UP

— By Carl Fischer

Though lead traffic
seemed to fall off a bit in
August and September (a
typical “summer dol-
drums” phenomena), there
was sufficient sales activi-
ty to keep the buying spree moving forward.
Month-over-month activity dropped 11.7
percent, but year-over-year, we are still up
22.6 percent.

One key indicator is the continued rise in
average sold price as well as the ongoing
drop in days-on-market. Inventory of homes
available for sale is still shrinking.

A look at Loudoun numbers for Septem-
ber from MRIS appears above ...

Buyer's advantage is beginning to wane ...
As prices begin to creep up, and they are,

B 2007 by Vicki Whiting, Editor

“Buyers appear to have reached the decision that there in
no major threat to “buying now”, since it seems highly
unlikely that notwithstanding concerns over a possible pend-
ing “fiscal cliff”, or a maybe a melt-down in the Euro zone,
the same plodding economy does not seem to be going any-
where fast. Nor does it feel likely an economic collapse is emi-

nent, either.”

the unique advantage buyers have enjoyed
for some time is slowing beginning to slide
away. Homes that sold in April and May of
this year for $350,000, are now going to
contract at $365,000-$370,000. Same house;
different market!

For a typical FHA buyer in this price
range, with a 30-year, 3.75 percent interest
loan, this could mean an additional $115.36

Closed Sales
Avg Sold Price

So if buying a home, or

Total Sold Dollar Volume
Median Sold Price

Avg Days on Market
Avg Sold to Orig List Ratio

September 2012 Real Estate Market Statistics for

Loudoun County, VA

Values YoY MoM
$183,385,983 + 30.96% - 11.02%
423 + 2261% - 11.69%
$389,000 + 877% + 3.18%
$433537 + 681% + 0.76%
61days - 7.58% + 22%
96.46% + 096% - 0.68%

trading up is in your future,
now is a good time to act.

New home construction is also gaining
momentum ...

Local builders are once again running
long-absent “buy it now at a discount” ads to
draw traffic to their subdivisions. And some
of these “giveaways” have true merit. If you

are in that market, now might be a good time
to shop the competition aggressively.

Commercial activity is also on the rise
There has been a resurgence in commer-
cial real estate activity, both on the part of

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & OMLINE FAMILY FEATURE

per month to own the exact same home.

Continued on page 31

The Kid Scoop Poll:
Do you turn off lights
when you leave a room ‘:

Jeff Schinkel, Craphics Vol 23 No, 38

- Take the poll on the KIDS page at
www.kidscoop.com www.kidse

OOP.COm

GATHER:
+ Construction paper
* Scissors
* Glue
* A pencil with an eraser
* A straight pin

DoO:
. Cut out the pinwheel pattern on this page.
. Glue it to a piece of construction paper.
3. Cut around the edges of the pattern.

. Cut along the dotied lines.

5. Take each corner with a do

and bring it to the center

of the square. The

corners should overlap.

. Push the pin through all four corners

and the center of the square.

\

. Push the sharp tip of the pin into the
pencil eraser.

How a Wind Turbine
Generates Electricity

The wind turns the =

rotor of the wind turbine’

The rotor

turns a

generator (a dynamo)
e which makes
electricity.

Electricity travels
through cables to
where it is needed.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Read and understand multiple-step directions

Pinwheel Experiment

Open the refrigerator door and hold your
pinwheel in front of the opening. Try
holding the pinwheel up high. Then try
holding it near the floor. What happens
if you hold it in front of the freezer?

What’s happening?

A breeze is caused by moving air. Cold
air sinks and warm air rises. When you
open the refrigerator, the cold air on the
inside moves out and sinks, pushing the
warm air out of its way. This causes a
breeze that can spin your pinwheel.

Standards Link: Science: Conduct simple investigations.

How many silly
things can you
QO find in the picture?

Energy Smart
Find newspuaper
photos of people
using energy for
work or play. For
each photo, write

what could be done

differently to save
energy. For example
if you see a photo of
cars driving, write
down one or more
ways that car owners
can save gasoline.

What other

examples of energy
saving can you come

. up with?
A school that runs on wind
rar? Ei P 1 Standards Link:
p()\’\-r er! |"!I'Id out more at %' -"“? Erwiranmental Scisnce:
www.kidscoop.com i Understand ways to

conserve natural respurces.

The Kid Scoop Puzzier

hen Sam 12 of . o 6lg 50® .1;

opened e 4 * 42
the door, a 148 10 L * T .
gust of wind 13 16e @ 2

: & 56
Itﬂ-::u":el_mu the 20 s o .
22,2 026 s 3 4
Count by ‘/.
twos to
connect the 28 .35 at
.

SSJ.ES“;}I;’;[ 32@ 34
the wind 36%g®38
brought in.

Standards Link: Aeading Comprehension: Follow simple writien direclions,

\adoeeoP
we'l What is worse than raining cats and dogs?

Wonder 83148462 81947

Get the code by visiting the KIDS page at www.kidseoop.com

poublley . nie Word Search

_— Find the words in the puzzle,
PINWHEEL then in this week’s Kid Scoop
BREEZE stories and activities.
FREEZER ) ) o
ERASER LW 1 DEDNIWC
GASOLINE EZEERIBTINAG
ROTOR EPNDAYPT AR
TURBINE HAIESRCSETFP
WINDED WTBXEHOZTI A
ENERGY '

PAPER NTRRRLETUPP

PATTERN I EUE 1T ER 1 OE

CATCH PRTNRAMENR R

AIR TNEFYGRENE

PIN

T[ }') Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

i www.kidscoop.com

Get Rid of All That Wind!

Long-winded describes people who talk so
much they make a short story long. Practice
keeping things short by rewriting a newspaper
article using SUBJECT-VERB sentences only.

Standards Link: Writing: Use strategies to draft and revise
written words. Grammar: Understand subject-verb agreement
in a sentence.

o/LESSON LIBRARY

Write On!

Write Words
Wonderfully

Write an alliteration. An alliteration is a
sentence or a phrase in which all of the words
start with the same letter. Example: Awesorme

ants almost always agree.

@_ Together:
Windy Words

Ask a pal for words to complere
this silly wind story. Then read
it alowd,

and I were
NAME

sitting in my It was
PLACE

a dark and windy .
TIME OF DAY

The sky was full of
PLURAL NOUN

blowing around,

Suddenly, Isawa_
ADJECTIVE

blowing straight
NOUN

for

PLACE

"1 yelled.
VERB

I saw

NAME

to safety.
VERB

Then, a
ADJECTIVE

landed

NOUN
at my

BODY PART

started to
NAME

towards the
VERB

screaming,
NOUN

“Help my r
FLURAL NOUM

Then, as fast as it had started, the

wind stopped. Suddenly the

WEere

PLURAL NOUMN

VERB

said,
NAME

“Next time I am going to read

the: newspaper
ADJECTIVE

weather report before going to

with you!™
PLACE

Standards Link: Writing: Use nouns, verts,
adjectivas in writing. Reading Comprehansion:
Understand the meaning of wards from context
chues.

More online at www.brleader.com
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m Sushi ... “Tails” From the Barnyard — An Image in the Sky for Thanksgiving

— FOR SALE -
Hay
From Hay Unlimited, right now: Orch
and/or Tim Hay. $270/ton delivered, or

$6.50-$7.75/bale depending on weight.
Call Matt at 540 338-9232.

— HELP WANTED -

Domestic help wanted: Domestic help
wanted. 3 days/week, 5 hours /day.
Laundry, cleaning, housekeeping, local
errands. Fluent English only. Must have
own transportation. 540-668-7653.

Paid Nursery Attendant — Assistant:
Round Hill United Methodist Church,
Round Hill, VA. Salary $10.00/hr.
Mature person needed each Sunday
morning from 7:40 to 12:30p.m.
Responsible for the care of children
(birth to 48 months). References and
background check required. Please sub-
mit a current resume to Office@round-
hillumc.org.

PM Line Cook & PM Dishwasher:
The French Hound, Middleburg. Expe-
rience preferred. Stop by 101 S. Madi-
son Street, Middleburg VA & fill out an
application between 3 p.m. & 5 p.m.
Phone: 540.687.3018.

— SERVICES -

MUSIC LESSONS — SAXOPHONE,
CLARINET & FLUTE! Private les-
sons for kids and adults are available in
your home or at our studio in south Lees-
burg. Instructor has B.A. in music and 20
years experience as a performer and
teacher.

Please call 703 777-4352 or email
WoodwindStudio@verizon.net. Local
references available.

It’s Oct. 28 and hurricane Sandy is headed
our way. Memories of July’s summer storms
are still fresh in my mind. 100 degrees plus
temperatures and six days without power or
water. We lost animals. Mr. and Mrs. B’s
oldest daughter was in a very serious car
crash and it seemed as though one thing after
another kept pushing the farm and its staff’s
resolve. Mr. and Mrs. B flew to their daugh-
ter’s side in Chicago while Bernie and Laino
picked up the slack, working 24/7.

One day at a time, one customer at a time,
just do your best; keep pushing through, one
mistake at a time and one chore at a time.

That is what I, the Mighty Carrin Terrier,
Sushi kept telling myself. Do whatever we
need to do to keep our wonderful customers
happy. Do the best we can, and when we
think we have done our best, try harder. This
is Mrs. B’s philosophy. Oh, and yes, you
must be able to laugh at yourself. Mrs. B
says if she can’t laugh at herself for sure one
or all of her five daughters will do it for her!

When it rains it pours. When it rains it
pours and hurricane Sandy certainly was
ready to give us a good pour of harsh rains
and winds. Umbrellas, glass table tops,
pumpkins, planters, were carried into the
house, anything that could fly through a win-
dow or cause damage. Freezers loaded,
foods properly stored in preparation for
power outages. With winds fiercely picking
up, Mrs. B worried about the farm staff get-
ting home.

Bernie and Laino carried on with Mr. and
Mrs. B. Feed bins filled, animals moved to
safe areas, baby ducklings attended too.
Mrs. B drove Mr. B crazy, worrying about
the baby ducklings. She checked on them in
the middle of the night! Really, I even had to
laugh at Mrs. B — seriously they are ducks!
They live for this kind of weather!

Mrs. B slipped out into the night to make
one more round checking on the horses,

turkeys, sheep, guineas and ducks, and a new
baby kitten named Charlie Black. (Chef
Wes’s little boys wanted to call it Charlie
Brown but decided on Charlie Black since it
wasn’t brown!)

Okay, back to the story. I of course fol-
lowed Mrs. B down to the barn. It was eerie
and cold, windy — real Halloween weather.

Quack, quack, quack could be heard all
around Quackery Pound. The quack, quack,
quack of happy ducks waddling through pud-
dles of rain while the rest of Loudoun Coun-
ty was praying to survive hurricane Sandy.

The guinea babies had not fared so well,
without the heat lamps it had not taken long
before they succumbed to the cold and damp,
even though they were in a barn stall bedded
deep in warm shavings. Mrs. B had not got-
ten to them in time. I could see her disap-
pointment — she was on an emotional roller
coaster.

The rain sleeted down and Mrs. B stared
into the blackened skies. Little Charlie
Black the cat pawed at Mrs B’s feet. Charlie
Black didn’t give up. Climbing straight up
Mrs. B’s pant leg he managed to crawl into
her arms and purr. Mrs. B chuckled out loud
into the dark of night. I lay quietly by her
feet. We all were together under the isle way
of the old barn, taking in the whipping nois-
es of the winds.

Suddenly, Old Man Bronze Brother
Turkey appeared out of nowhere with some-
thing strange sitting atop his back — a fairy
type creature. Bronze Brother Turkey lifted
his great wings and beckoned our eyes to fol-
low him as he lifted with creature into the
sky.

Bronze Brother Turkey flew high, as the
fairy creature darted around his flight pattern
creating images of our lives over the past 6
months. First the car accident, with Christi-
na rushed to the hospital, but alive. With this
image the sky burst into bright colors like

fireworks. Alive!

The fairy crea-
ture darted again,
this time reenact-
ing the 2012 sum-
mer storms, with
people sweating
through the hot
weather, the girls
dragging them-
selves through the heat to
care for the animals, family and friends that
came to help, loading truckloads of water
And, Mr. B’s good friend — Mr. Tommy — com-
ing to their aid. Uncle Billy, Aunti Di, Audra
and Liam cutting their family vacation short to
help out ...

The fairy creature again burst into fire-
works showing a loving caring extended net-
work of family and friends.

The fairy continued comparing the pain
with the glory — the relentless trials with the
triumph of conquering those trials that give
hope to the future — reminding all that noth-
ing is guaranteed easy in life, nothing at all,
but that when life itself is embraced ... good
God what a journey.

Mrs. B. smiled now as Bronze Brother
Turkey and the fairy of life disappeared into
the eye of the hurricane, leaving the treasure
of what we all needed to be grateful for in
our lives.

For these treasures we are truly blessed.
Have a wonderful and thankful
Thanksgiving.
Love, Sushi

Come visit my Mas-
ter, Elaine Boland
and the farm crew

at Fields of Athenry

Farm, directions at
www.fieldsofathen-

ryfarm.com.

Piquant Parade - By Myles

Mellor and Sally York

Across

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Shoreline protector
7. Flipper's constellation?

47. Not just trim
51. Exec

53. "Your majesty"’
55. Take orders

14. Myst character
15. Encodes

17. Haute couture
22. Heroin, slangily

8 9 10 |1 12

13. Long Island ____

15. Noble head topper

16. Piquant parade

18. Congratulations, of a sort
19. Money substitute

20. Bristle

21. Direction (var.)

23. Jackman or Grant

24. Japanese icebreaker

26. Military scouting

28. Author, White Feather
31. Back talk

32."

song)
34. Italian monks

35. Sitting pols

36. Piquant parade

41. " di Stasio,"” French film
42. Thickness measures

43. "Fantasy Island" prop

44. Short order, for short

45. _ Tower

More online at www.brleader.com

Ng' (They Might Be Giants

56. "Oh, my aching head!," e.g.
58. Drenched

60. Wiehl of FOX News

61. Piquant parade

64. Changing of lean to elan, e.g.
65. Cyber user

66. Strain

67. Go-getters

Down

1. Roo

2. Cooling-off period

3. Ulcer type

4. Certain computer file
5. Rash goddesses

6. Roost

7. DeLuise

8. Assayers' stuff

9. Derby prize

10. Turkey part

11. Putting off

12. His "'4" was retired

25. Cathedral recess

27. Colon cleaner

29. _ Europe

30. Man and Casino

33. Brightly colored seed cover
36. Tittle-tattles

37. Shed light on

38. ___ Review

39. TV series, 1991-95

40. Weapon storer

46. About 1% of the atmosphere
48. On fire

49. Certain angler

50. Green teas

52. It takes two to do it.....
54. "Snowy"' bird

57. Novelist Jones

59. Legendary Tibetan

61. Video maker, for short
62. He played a robot on TV
63. Pronged spear

Answers on page 33
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Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

Marcy Cantatore David Saxton
Direct: 540-533-7453 /4 www.saxtonlandscapes.com

MARCY ot || A 1
CANTA PROPERTIES Firewood: Seasoned oak and locust SaXton dan Scapes

Selling H F & Land e T——mT Delivered DESIGN, INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
e z'fn . d‘;:”lfrsg’,nia‘;” ’V'V’eft ngjfl” Half Cord $130 Full Cord $225
1! irgi anderanac my g sallrilla A
|m Chris-703-431-1036 ~ Cmalex06 mail.co david@saxtonlandscapes.com . PO Box 1053, Purcellville, VA 20134
115 N. 21st Street Purcellville, VA 20132 h % m @9 .com Purcellville 540-338-0904 Winchester 540-535-5355
Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs Your Experl Tree Removers
Blade SI'IarPenmg & Maintenance ‘ 7
Oil Changcs ° Grcasmg ° RcPalrs

k€S CO ULG

VA
Shar BIBCJCS Barbara S.Williams 703.203.8853

Shielding the Injured .
Ronnie W@ Come to Youl TREE REMOVAL + STUMP GRINDING
540 33 340 [\ / 101 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 20175 TRIMMING AND PRUNING
MM,W arp ' 703.777.6535 & 703.777.6963 fax We also offer; Stone Work, Pavers, Concrereandﬂefammg Walls
i _ bwilliams@barbaraswilliams.com I\ T p

LINDA CULBERT N O ‘ 7 q
REALTOR", ABR
leesburg
SO% k. Market Street
oo S S el Computer Systems
ell: 703-431-172
_ mrTL-l-"l o -ﬁ_a.'~1-.:h:- Diagnostics e Repairs
linda.culberta longandfoster.com Upgrades ° File Recovery

www. LindaCulbert.com A
We Service All PC Brands

a 703-777-8493 Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat 10-4
Syt L 9 Catoctin Circle, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175

i Hag Unlimited

Matt Tilghman \%

Still serving NoVa & beyond \L ;
Small or big, 100+ bales preferred ~e
Split with your neighbor & save!

Great Hay for a BETTER PRICE from PA's

Appalachian Highlands ~ Phone: 540-%%8-92%2. )
PP s a1 m @ www.novacomputersinc.com
On the Market ... with Sam Rees RL\RE EVISKER
caltor

Samantha Rees - Ride with Presdent's Clu

: Serving Loudoun County

Associate Broker f i ! | #
; ‘ l 3 ast Market Street

Cell: 703 408-4261 y < the #1 car Feesborg VA 2

2% ATOKA ATOKA

- insurer in S
GRS V| R G | N I A Mary. Wisker@LongandFoster.com
L

vww MaryWisker com f| Vlary——
Wisker
Ha

— i

Licensed in Virginia
A Division of Middlebure Real Lstate

Mike Bushey, Agent

With competitive rates and

11 Catoctin Cir SE
Answers to crossword Losshurg VAZ0175 personal service, its no wonder MUSIC JOY
u zzle fl"om ase 2 9 w%mmfe?i%tzﬁfoﬂm more drivers trust State Farm”.
p p g M M Like a good neighbor,

RO TPIRTATE blolrTAalolo State Farmlsthere Take up the gift of music.
T TclE™ITIE mo RIoINTETT CALL FOR OTE 2 Build a sound foundation!
PIE|PIPIE|IR|TIH|Y M|E|S|A|L|T —

PIA|T S|ICIR[I|P s|E[T[A N S State Farm - In-home lessons for piano & voice —
E|G]| I HIU|G|H S|O|Y|A sranny

RIELC S :: E II' I:J ; ) _ Caprice Fox, BFA, Executive Director
R B als S alcle B SR R D R R Create_Music3@ownmail.net 703 431-9649
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»w REAL ESTATE TICKER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

buyers and sellers alike.

Buyers appear to have reached the decision
that there in no major threat to “buying now”,
since it seems highly unlikely that notwith-
standing concerns over a possible pending
“fiscal cliff”, or a maybe a melt-down in the
Euro zone, the same plodding economy does
not seem to be going anywhere fast. Nor does
it feel likely an economic collapse is eminent,
either.

Sellers, on the other hand, seem to have
reached the conclusion that any significant
change of the status quo is also unlikely. So
many of these owners have stepped up recent-
ly and listed their farms, shopping centers,
apartments, and industrial buildings with me
for sale. They are just tired of sitting feeling
that their lives are “on hold”, rather than mov-
ing forward with their own visions for the
future.

Several had long-standing revolving lines
of credit which are suddenly being terminat-
ed. One is struggling with a demand to pay in
thirty days! Never late; no anticipated rev-
enue problems; no reason, (in his mind), for
such action.

For others, it was a five-year commercial
real estate (CRE) note coming due, with the
lender opting to withdraw any interest in
rolling the note over. And no new lenders hav-
ing any interest in originating a new loan.

All of these businessmen were angry, frus-
trated, and feeling betrayed by the lenders
they had “partnered with” for so many years.
Many felt that someone must have blown a
“dog whistle” which they could not hear, send-
ing notice to fellow lenders to get out of the
CRE business as quickly as possible.

If you are a lender and would care to enlight-
en me with your side of this equation, I would
both love to learn, and certainly to share with

1BR, 1BA condo

N No one knows the area & market better.
Call Karen Today & she will get you moving!

RENTED! INVESTORS! §

Did You Know...

Karen is a Lifelong
udoun County Resident!

4 BR, 3.5 BA,
38?2 sq. ft., .15 acres
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For many of them, the old adage that Ber
“What you own, owns you!” seems to apply. my readers, what's really going on. {ﬁg‘%b%.lﬂg Iisgg%bg}.log $11 000
These folks want change now. Enjoy the holidays ahead! I CL7949611

Lenders are still a challenge for business
men to deal with ...

In the past several months, I have had
extended conversations with three different,
all successful, businessmen each of which are
currently running profitable businesses, or are

Carl Fischer is the Broker/Owner of Unit-
ed Country Real Estate, specializing in com-
mercial, investment, and selected residential
properties, as well as Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia waterfront homes. He is licensed in Vir-
ginia and West Virginia, and is a member of

1.5 BA, 2524 sqft
~ 646 acrcs More avail!
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Working cattle farm
(until '08) on 50+ acres!

EREDUCED
\gtlBR 3.5 BA, 3588 sqft
3.58 acres w/ pool

seeking to expand operations, and all of . Lovettsville - Predates the CivilWar.
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Soil Augmentation & Fertilizing
Shrub Trimming ° Tree Pruning
Brush Clearing/Removal * Tilling
Turf Repair & Home Sale Prep

Knowledgeable & Experienced
Gardeners For All Your Garden Needs
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Happiness is letting
someone else deal with
your commute.

If you drive to work every day, think about how much extra time and money you’d have if you weren’t stuck
behind the wheel. On the Tysons Express, you can let someone else do the driving while you read, sleep,
use the onboard wi-fi or just relax. And you'll be saving close to $1500 a year on gas and other expenses.

Now picking up passengers at the new
Harmony Park and Ride Lot east of Hamilton

The Tysons Express runs every weekday between Loudoun and Tysons Corner.

i

TYSONS
EAFHEDSD

Call Loudoun County Transit at 877-GO-LCBUS or visit loudoun.gov/bus-tysons




