Blue Ridge

S ar.

DER s Loudoun

American Legion Post 34 Hosting Mid-Atlantic

STANDARD PRESORT

RESIDENTIAL U.S. POSTAGE
CUSTOMER
ECRWSS PAID
PERMIT NO. 82

WOODSTOCK, VA

Today

AUGUST 2015

Since 1984

Regional Baseball Tournament — August 4-9, Fireman’s Field

J.J. York

— By Andrea Gaines

Batter up!

Chartered in 1919 by an act of Congress, the American
Legion is one of our country’s oldest, largest and most
prestigious veteran’s organizations — dedicated to mentoring
youth, sponsoring community programs, promoting
national security and supporting veterans and members of
the armed forces.

Specific programs include scholarships, scouting, radio
clubs, emergency funds, and much more. But, locally ...
in June, July and the dog days of August ... it’s all about
baseball.

Nationally, more than 5400 baseball teams and

approximately 100,000 youth — representing all 50 states,
Canada and Puerto Rico — compete under the American
Legion banner. Two divisions, ages 13 to 17, and ages 19
and under are represented. From the southeast to western
part of the country there are 8 divisions, with Virginia teams
competing in what is known as the Southeast Division.
Tournaments are held regionally among the 8 divisions,
on a statewide basis and on a national basis as part of an
American Legion world series. 73 teams compete from the
state of Virginia.

With what is described as a “winning culture built over
8 years now,” one local team — the American Legion Post
34 Leesburg Rangers — is fighting as hard as any to make

Continued on page 26

PDH Districts Go Down, More Big Box
Stores And Restaurants

— By Andrea Gaines

You win some you lose some. But, citizens participating
in three days of Purcellville Planning Commission public
input sessions held their own in expressing concerns
about the large number of town zoning use changes being
proposed by the commission.

With more than 200 zoning regulations up for debate
— covering everything from alterations to the purpose of
the Planned Development Housing Districts (PDH) to
additional permitted uses in the Commercial, Mixed-Use
Commercial, Industrial and other designations — the tenor
of the three public input sessions — held July 7, 8 and 9
— reflected the polarized zoning debate taking place in
Purcellville, pitting the preferences of most citizens against
the special interests of a few.

The majority of the citizens attending the sessions
continued to push for greater Planning Commission
accountability, pressing for a thorough review of the town’s
Comprehensive Plan prior to putting any major zoning
changes into effect. Mayor Kwasi Fraser and town council

member Karen Jimmerson used the opportunity to express
their continued support for the citizens’ point of view —
placing them squarely on the side of an immediate and
thorough comp plan review.

Each public input session was followed by a work session
where the commission considered the public’s comments.
Recordings of the work sessions reveal both policy and
procedural tensions as well as frustration with the public’s
challenge to the proposed zoning use changes.

During the July 8 work session Planning Commissioner
Chip Paciulli reminded the commissioners that they said
they would listen to what citizens say they want during the
public input meetings. Planning Commissioner Nedim
Ogelman pointed out that the dominant sentiment expressed
by citizens in the public sessions was to pursue a comp plan
review before considering zoning use changes.

Daniel Galindo, senior town planner, questioned whether
citizens that showed up to voice their opinions were
representative of the town, and dismissed the public input in
favor of the Planning Commission’s proposals, saying that

Continued on page 33
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“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn't do it sooner, How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years | have been recelving offers from other companies offering low rates, only fo find out
you have to enfer a contract with them. It never made sense fo me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It's nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent, OF course, I'm not suvprised,

as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T,

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My

previous propane provider was much higher pricad. The staff was rude and
didn't seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping

around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business, Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | highly recommend thal you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don't, you're making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg  Less « Local » Honest
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Habitat

I Habitat | ReStore

DONATE & SHOP € VOLUNTEER
Remodeling? Redecorating? Donate!

Donate your new and gently used appliances, cabinets, furniture, building materials, lighting & more!

« Tax deductible
« Supports Habitat in Loudoun County
« Free pick-up available for large items

for you, the community & the environment!

Exeter Shopping Center, 700 Fieldstone Dr., Leesburg VA 20176 Donation Hotline 540.579.4508
NEW HOURS Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

ACTIONS
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MARCY KNOWS THE LOCAL MARKET
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PURCELLVILLE $950 000
Turnkey equestrian farm features 8 stall center
aisle barn wiall the amenities,
120x200 lighted ring, ride out, runs-ins,

7 fields/2 paddocks. Cape cod w/HW floors,
main vl MBR, deck & porch.

BLUEMONT $800,000
95+ acres of woods & views. 3BR/3.5BA home w/
main level master;, HW floors, built-ins, decks,
covered porches. 2 large workshops. 3 addl.
DURs. Easy access to Rt. 7 and Rt. 50.

NEW PRICE

BLUEMONT $599900
VIEWS! 5+ ac property w/4BRI3BA home.
| Porches, window seats, stone walkways & patios,
HW floors, French doors to custom BBQ area,
walk-out basement, insulated garage wiguest
apartment.

m.nm
NEW PRICE

LOVETTSVILLE $300,000
Charming updated farmhouse. 4BRs/2.5BAs,
HW floors, pellet stove, deck, porches,
pond wiwaterfall, stone well, detached
studio & garage, fenced yard.

ROUND HILL, VA $474 900

Impeccable home on landscaped 1.39 acres.
Cathedral ceilings, gas FP in LR, walk-out
- basement wirough-in, tiered deck, front
| porch, stone & brick walkways, French doors
to deck & wood floors.

| BLUEMONT $300,000

15“ Spacious, open floor plan, stone FP in LR, huge

| front & back decks, a luxurious MBA, a pool,

deeded access to the river & proximity to trails &
wineries. Shows like new.

SELLING HOMES,

Ask Dr. Mike

— By Michael Oberschneider,
Psy.D.

Dr. Mike,

My sister’s son is autistic,
but she is in complete denial.
I’ve done my research and
he fits a diagnosis of autism.
He is 3 years old and doesn’t talk or
socialize. He has meltdowns that are
out of this world and noises overwhelm
him and leaving to go someplace
upsets him. He also shakes his arms
and hands when he gets overwhelmed,
which 1 read about is “stimming,”
and is a symptom of autism. My sister
says her son has “ADHD” but he is
not ADHD, he is autistic. As far as I
can tell, my nephew doesn’t get any
services or medicine for his “ADHD.”
We just returned from a large family
beach week vacation and his problems
are getting worse. This year my own
children got upset with their cousin a
few times when he acted out. He also
became aggressive a couple times with
my children. I don’t know if another
year at the beach together is a good
idea for us if things don’t change. 1
guess I would feel a lot better if we all
Jjust addressed the white elephant in the

room. How do I get my sister to
admit that her son has autism
so that she can finally get him
the help he needs? How do I
talk to my children about their
cousin? I love my sister but
am at my wits end.

Concerned Parent

Your nephew may indeed have autism,
but I caution you to stay in the role of
loving sister and aunt and not diagnostician
or therapist since that could make things
worse. Yes, you have described behaviors
and symptoms consistent with autism, but
an autism diagnosis is determined via an
evaluation by a trained pediatric specialist
- usually a pediatrician or child psychiatrist
or child psychologist. Your nephew could
also certainty have speech and language
delays, or sensory processing struggles, or
other sorts of struggles, without meeting
criteria for an autistic spectrum disorder.

It may also be the case that a pediatric
specialist has spoken to your sister about
the possibility of autism for your nephew,
but that doctor may have advised a wait
and see approach since development is
not always perfectly linear; a child may
be developmentally delayed in certain

Continued on page 34
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PAINTING
CONTRACTORS

ENJOY YOUR
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LICENSED IN VIRGINIA
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MIDDLEBURG
ATOKA PROPERTIES

MARCYC@MARCYC.COM | 540-533-7453
WWW.MARCYC.COM &R
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— By Andrea Gaines

In the Blue Ridge Leader’s August 2014
issue we celebrated the upcoming birthday
of Mr. Charlie Clark. We are grateful to be
able to do that again, as are all of the family,
friends and even brief acquaintances of this
lovely man. Clarke will turn 108 on August
23.

Born in 1907, Clark is perhaps the
oldest — and certainly among the oldest —
living WWII veterans. He is also the only
surviving officer of the original Loudoun
County Emancipation Association.

Born in nearby Hamilton, Clark was
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1944 and
graduated from basic training in Fort

Charles P.
Clark, left, with
Martinsburg
VAMC Director
Wl Timothy Cooke,
ol during a
Certificate of
Appreciation
presentation on
March 16, 2015
at the medical
center. Photo
courtesy of the
VAMC.

Lee, Virginia. His army unit was the
3238 Quartermaster Service Company, an
all-black group within the 9th Armored
Division. He made his life in Purcellville
after the war, working in an apple orchard,
as a neighborhood barber and as a school
bus driver. Mr. Charlie moved to the
Martinsburg, Virginia Medical Center
(VAMC) Community Living Center in
November of 2014.

At a VAMC ceremony honoring Clark for
his service in March of this year daughter-
in-law Della Clarke attributed “Pop’s”
longevity to the fact that “he never gets
angry and he loves to graze all day long ...
I’ve never seen him raise his voice nor get
upset.”

mseancradyn

AESTHETIC DENTISTRY

New Patient Special!

Dr. Sean Grady

Sean Grady, DDS Aesthetic Dentistry

2 West Loudoun St. Round Hill, VA 20141

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK -f

Complimentary exam, all
necessary imaging, oral cancer
§ | screening, and Smile Analysis

(@ $274 value)

L
540-338-0046

www.SeanGradyDDS.com
SERVING LOUDOUN COUNTY SINCE 1994

Propane Costs
~ Too Much! <

« We're Less
« We're Local
» We're Honest

A 5-minute
call could
save you

$1,000
: or MORE!

.fll1
£ ALA

fa Lt \
(i

e Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608

www.HuntCountryPropane.com

*Restrictions apply. Limited time.

Also — Propane Tanks * Pool Heaters

KOHLER GENERATORS
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WASHINGTON

FINE PROPERTIES, LLC

-

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

WINTER FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA
302 acres of paradise, near town. Perfect mix
of flat open land, woodland & Beaverdam
Creek frontage. West views of Blue Ridge.
Dairy barn, 3 tenant houses, multiple building
sites. $4,400,000

RED BUD RUN FARM, STEPHENSON, VA
Federal era home on nearly 69 acres. Restored
& expanded combining old charm & modern
convenience. Stream flows through property.
$1,400,000

COBBLER RIDGE, MARSHALL, VIRGINIA
Classic, turn-of-the-century farm house; 3
bedrooms, 2.5 baths on 5 pastoral acres in-
cluding pond. Crest Hill location convenient
to 166. $430,000

WASHINGTON, DC

GEORGETOWN
DOWNTOWN

BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE

POTOMAC

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
MIDDLEBURG, VA
WASHINGTON, VA

BRINGING YOU THE FINEST
W W * devriece

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

HAGUE-HOUGH HOUSE, WATERFORD, VA
72 acres. One of Loudoun County's most im-
portant historic houses dating to 1747. 58R,
pool, pool house, bank barn with apartment.
$2,400,000

POSSUM HOLLOW, DELAPLANE, VA
Lovely brick 5BR on 25 mainly wooded
acres. Stunning cherry floors, superb views
to the southeast, professionally landscaped.
$1,195,000

Wonderful home on very private lot in the
charming village of Upperville. All the conve-
nience of route fifty without the noise. Spa-
cious well-built house built to last, real brick
and hardwood floors. $319,000

KEVIN KEANE

- s
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA

202.944.5000
202.333.3320
202.930.6868
301.222.0050
301.983.6400
703.317.7000
540.687.6395
540.675.1488

NEW LISTING! Exquisite custom home on 10 private wooded acres near Middleburg. 4 season
property: large interior gathering spaces; prof landscaped heated pool/hottub, stone walls,

brick patio, trails. Wine cellar. $1,229,000

UPPERVILLE, VIRGINIA
Private 50+ acres in the foothills of the Blue
Ridge Mountains. 4BR, 3.5BA home beauti-
fully sited providing fabulous views! Pool.
Piedmont Hunt. $1,475,000

b 4 -
TWO OAKS, PARIS, VIRGINIA
Lovely country home on the eastern edge of
the Blue Ridge Mtns. 29+ acres of mature trees
providing privacy. In-ground pool. Close to
Appalachian Trl, Shenandoah River. $899,000

CAROL FOCHTMAN

FARACRES, BLUEMONT, VIRGINIA
Well-appointed brick home on 75 private
acres. Beautiful Mountain views. Close to Ap-
palachian Trail & Shenandoah River. Stone
walls & slate parking/patios. $1,099,000

LEESBURG, VIRGINIA

Stunning 1BR with all the upgrades. Wood
floors, granite counters, S/S appliances, crown
molding and wainscoting. Balcony. Commu-
nity amenities include pool, gym, club house,
business center, gated entrance. $185,000

Sales Associate, Middleburg Office
540.687.2221 | Kevin.Keane@WFP.com

Associate Broker, Middleburg Office
540.272.4334 cell | Carol.Fochtman@WFP.com

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS AND OFFICES

LEADING
REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES"

o/ 'THE WORLD e
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WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
GEORGETOWN 202.333.3320
DOWNTOWN 202.930.6868
BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE 301.222.0050

—_— POTOMAC 301.983.6400
WASHINGTON NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703317.7000
MIDDLEBURG, VA 540.687.6395

FINE PROPERTIES, LLC WASHINGTON, VA 540.675.1488

BRINGING YOU THE FINEST

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

BOXLEY FARMS, BLUEMONT, VIRGINIA PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA
Authentic Georgian Revival Estate - Mtn & water views, antique pine floors, Italian marble Two beautiful stone homes just under 25 acres. Main house 4 bedrooms with main level
counters/flrs, wine cellar, owners wing, 3-stall barn/apartment, English gardens. $2,950,000 master, 4.5 baths, fully finished basement. Cherry hardwood floors. 2 garages. $1,200,000

ROUND HILL VIRGINIA MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA
Beautiful scenic pasture and mountain views with over 34 acres for horses and enjoyment. Amazing private setting & view shed of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Beautiful country home
All brick home, hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, 4 bedrooms, guest cottage. $977,000 on just under 17 acres with 4 finished levels. 2 tenant houses. Barn with tackroom. $899,000

BLUEMONT, VIRGINIA PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA
Unbelievable setting & location features 5BR, 4FBA, guest cottage with 1BR/1BA, Private re- Beautiful 3 finished level home located on cul de sac with fenced backyard, mature trees
tiled pool, fenced in garden. Beautiful hardwoods inside, 3 fireplaces, s/s appliances. $749,000 and landscaping. 5100+ SF, 5BR, 3.5BA, 3 car garage. Master suite with sitting room. $589,900

JIM LEMON
Principal Broker, Middleburg Office
703.203.9766 cell | Jim.Lemon@WFP.com

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS AND OFFICES
LEADING

REAL ESTATE ‘ srgrn
COMPANIES" : EGENTS

o/ 'THE WORLD e
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Congress And MWAA VS Loudoun Taxpayers

— By Delegate Dave LaRock

It’s no secret that population
growth and business
development have left Loudoun
County, especially busy areas
to the east, with some pretty
challenging traffic. The process of
expanding the local network of
roads and transit always seems to

be playing catch-up, usually tied Delegate Dave LaRock projects

to availability of funding. Part of winning
the battle to keep traffic moving is making
sure our limited funds go to projects that
are most needed by evaluating, rating, and
spending in such a way to get the most
bang for the buck. Likewise, as a matter of
fairness, when planning and zoning changes
are made to allow the new development
which fuels growth and adds more cars to
the roads, developers are usually required
to ante up with payments or actual road
improvements to ease the effects of
growth (proffers). All in all, that is a broad-
brush summary of what shapes the roads in
our region and determines whether we’re
home in time for dinner with the family, or

Since 1984
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long after the kids went to bed.
The next time you're sitting
in Loudoun traffic wondering
why you pay so much in taxes
and tolls but are still stuck in
gridlock, you should know that
Congress is working on laws
that could have a huge impact
on Loudoun County. While
like building planned
interchanges on Route 606 and Route 50
are underfunded, remember that Congress
and the Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority (MWAA) have stuck it to the
commuters and taxpayers of Loudoun
County in a way that is not widely
known. Congress, in 2012, gave MWAA
the authority to compete with private
developers by lifting a prohibition on non-
aviation development on Dulles Airport
property.This will allow MWAA to compete
with private developers by developing
airport property for non-aviation purposes
without paying a fair share of county taxes,
and paying nothing in the way of proffers.
To understand what Dulles’ free ride
looks like, let’s use a Home Owners
Association (HOA) as an analogy. Imagine
that your family owns a home in Loudoun
Valley Estates in Loudoun County and pays
property taxes to Loudoun County and a
monthly HOA fee to cover your share of
community-owned facility expenses. How
would you like it if you received a notice
from your HOA one day saying 100 new
homes were going to be added to your
community, but, due to an act of Congress,
those homeowners would have access to
all your community’s amenities; add traffic
to your roads, swim in your pools, etc.,
(paid for by you and other residents) but
the new homeowners would pay a fraction

of the fair property tax rate and no HOA
fee! That is pretty much what Congress has
done to the people of Loudoun County.To
make it even worse, all this took place with
no community input or notice from elected
leaders. For example, MWAA is considering
and can now build a convention center on
airport property, which, of course, would
add thousands of cars to already congested
roads, but because Dulles Airport is on
federal property, that convention center
would be exempt from paying its full share
of property taxes to Loudoun County,
and would pay nothing toward upgrading
the roads we all use to accommodate the
increased traffic. For the record, MWAA
does take some of the tolls commuters are
obligated to pay and passes that money off
as its contribution to improve local roads.
To begin to understand how the people
of Loudoun County end up taking the
hit for airport activity without much
resistance, you need to understand what
Pl refer to as the “Too Big to Fail’ point of
view. Some elected leaders have bought
into the thinking that when it comes to
any decision that impacts Dulles Airport’s
bottom line, Loudoun should subordinate
its interests to Dulles Airport. I'm glad to
say at least a few folks don’t buy into that
nonsense. Loudoun’s Commissioner of the
Revenue, Bob Wertz, is all too familiar with
the fact that commercial development on
Dulles Airport property gets a huge tax
break. Bob Wertz, along with Sen. Dick
Black, and Supervisor Eugene Delgaudio
signed onto a letter seeking to set things
straight and block the renewal of Dulles’
Congressionally-authorized  ability to
compete with private development in
Loudoun County.
What happens

when  development

moves from private property onto Dulles
property! This commercial development
on airport property will generate a fraction
of the normal property tax revenue, pay no
proffers and compete with regular taxable
development. That is a losing proposition
for Loudoun County.

What can be done to protect Loudoun
taxpayers and drivers! Delegate Randy
Minchew pointed out to me that the
law Congress amended in 2012 which
enabled MWAA to compete with private
development on Dulles Airport property is
up for renewal by Congress in September
of 2015. Congress could condition renewal
on MWAA voluntarily agreeing to pay a
full share of real property tax, along with
transportation proffers equivalent to what
a private developer would pay if developing
an agricultural-zoned property. If Congress
refuses to protect Loudoun, I'll look for
means by which the state legislature can.

Uniformity must be the basis for fair
taxation. If MWAA wants to compete with
private developers, MWAA should pay a
fair share to Loudoun County. Anything
less should be deemed unacceptable.

Delegate Dave LaRock represents the 33rd
House District, including parts of Loudoun, Clarke
and Frederick Counties, and the towns of Leesburg
(bartial), Purcellville, Berryville, Lovettsville, Round
Hill, Hamilton and Hillsboro. LaRock serves on
the Transportation Committee, the Science and
Technology Committee and the Courts of Justice
Committee. Dave and his wife, Joanne, have lived
in Loudoun for 29 years, building a successful
family-owned general contracting business. The
LaRock’s reside near Hamifton with Laura, Abby
and John, the youngest of their seven children.
Please call me for help anytime at 703 751-
8043.

Letter To The Editor

Thank You Purcellville

| want to express my sincere appreciation for
the outpouring of support by the local business
owners and residents in relationship to my
challenge to the Vineyard Square development.
Your kind words,visits,and support of my efforts
have been overwhelming. The final decision will
affect everyone.

It was a very difficult decision for me to
make when | filed the original appeal. | had
no doubt it was the right thing to do, and |
knew if this was not addressed now | was
not the only business that would be critically
impacted and suffer irreparable harm.

But, the process has been frustrating, as |
understood it would be when I filed the appeal
with my attorney arguing my case against the
actions of Purcellville’s zoning administrator.
| was most shocked and disappointed that
Board of Zoning Appeals member Eric
Zimmerman — who represented one of
the note holders on the Vineyard Square
project — refused to recuse himself from the
proceedings despite that obvious conflict of
interest. It was a bad judgment, and destroys
the public trust in appointed members of the
community on so many levels.

I am holding out hope that the mayor and

town council will not remain silent. The
stage is now set and critical development
precedents will be established for the
developer of Vineyard Square and all future
developers if these issues are not addressed
now. So, | must move forward and defend
and protect my business from devastating
consequences, and stand up for the rule of
law in our beautiful town no matter what
the cost. My “Save Old Town Pville” Go
Fund Me campaign will be the way | am
able to keep moving forward. Thank you
for your support, Purcellville!

— Mary Ellen Stover, Purcellville

We Welcome Your Letters To The Editor!

Submissions may be sent to Editor@BRLeader.com,

or via mail to
PO Box 325,
Purcellville, VA 20134-0325

Please include your name, address and telephone number.
We reserve the right to edit submissions as necessary.
Deadline for print edition is the third week of each month, or, online any time.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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Getting Purcellville Out Of The Conflicts Of Interest Trap

— By Andrea Gaines

Three Virginia laws address openness
in government: the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (VFOIA), The Virginia
Public Records Act (VPRA) and The Virginia
State & Local Government Conflict of
Interests Act (VCOIA).

VFOIA guides how public bodies conduct
their meetings and regulates access to
government records. VPRA establishes basic
rules about what constitutes a public record
and what the government’s responsibility
towards that record is. VCOA regulates how
involved a government official may be in an
item being considered in their official duties if
he or she has a financial interest in that item.

Locally, Virginia’s conflict of interest law
has garnered much attention in recent
months as weeks as Purcellville grapples
with major zoning change proposals. It’s
time to make these conflicts transparent to

the public, and get Purcellville out of the
conflicts of interest trap.

Is The BZA Compromised?

On June 9, the Purcellville Town Council
appointed former Purcellville mayor and
attorney Eric Zimmerman to the town’s
Board of Zoning Appeals. The 4-2-1 vote
saw Mayor Kwasi Fraser and town council
member Karen |immerson voting against
Zimmerman’s appointment, with council
members Doug McCollum, Ben Packard,
Joan Lehr and Patrick McConville voting
yes, and John Nave abstaining.

Fraser and Jimmerson’s no votes focused
on Zimmerman’s potential conflict of
interest regarding local businesswoman
Mary Ellen Stover’s challenge to the
Vineyard Square project.

A week after his appointment, it was
disclosed that Zimmerman is the attorney

Continued on page 27

To Make Your Voice Heard

Purcellville Mayor & Town Council as a group: purcellvilleTC@purcellvilleva.gov
Planning Commission as a group: planningcommission@purcellvilleva.gov

Individuals, Mayor and Town Council:

Mayor Kwasi Fraser: kfraser@purcellvilleva.gov

Vice Mayor Be Pakard: bpackard@purcellvilleva.gov

Council Member John Nave: jnave@purcellvilleva.gov

Council Member Joan Lehr: jlehr@purcellvilleva.gov

Council Member Patrick McConville: pmcconville@purcellvilleva.gov
Council Member Karen Jimmerson: kjimmerson@purcellvilleva.gov
Council Member Doug McCollum: dmccollum@purcellvilleva.gov

Individuals, Planning Commission:

Doug McCollum,Vice Chairman/Town Council Liaison: dmccollum@purcellvilleva.gov
Commissioner Chip Paciulli: dmccollum@purcellvilleva.gov

Commissioner Gilbert Paist: gpaist@purcellvilleva.gov

Commissioner Theresa Stein: tstein@purcellvilleva.gov

Commissioner Nedim Ogelman: nogelman@purcellville.va.gov

Commissioners Edward Van Istendal: evanistendal@purcellvilleva.gov

Commissioner Chris Bledsoe: cbledso@purcellvilleva.gov

Purcellville Crossroads Developers Seek 50+-Acre Annexation
Residential Neighbors See Project As “Abhorrent”

— By Andrea Gaines

Developers are requesting that some
50 acres at the intersection of Route 287
and St. Francis Court be annexed into
the Town of Purcellville for the purpose
of developing an intensive residential and
commercial project known as Purcellville
Crossroads.  Proposed in conjunction
with the Tilly’s Entertainment Company,
the development would bring in dense
commercial and residential uses — including
national chain restaurants, a hotel, go-
carts, commuter parking and other uses.
The area is now predominated by 3-acre
residential properties, and farms and
wineries consistent with distinctly rural
uses. As such, Purcellville Crossroads is
drawing the ire of the homeowners and
rural businesses in the area.

Per a June 2015 memorandum to
Purcellville  Director of Community
Development Patrick Sullivan from the

Loudoun County Department of Planning
and Zoning, the annexation proposal
“contemplates a development scenario
that could contain single-family detached
homes, mixed commercial uses including
retail, indoor/outdoor recreation facilities,
lodging, and civic and public uses including
an arts center and a park and ride lot”
The same memo encourages the town to
“apply land use policies and zoning districts
that are compatible with the surrounding
development pattern,” adding that,“County
comprehensive plan policies support
commercial areas within the towns being
located within their downtown areas as the
preferred, principal [sic] location for retail
and service businesses, office development,
and major civic uses.” County concerns also
include: “Compatibility with existing large
lot residential and institutional development
...Additional traffic directed to Route 7 [as]

Continued on page 36

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Do Purcellville’s Cl1 & C4 Commercial Districts Currently

Restrict Big Box Store Size? | Say, Yes.

— By Kwasi Fraser, Mayor of Purcellville

There is a great deal of discussion in Purcellville today as to whether or not the town’s
current zoning ordinances restrict the size of big box stores. At this very moment, this
issue is a particularly critical one as Purcellville considers hundreds of sweeping zoning
changes — changes many see as not only the most significant in the town’s 150+ year
history but also taking place in a vacuum, outside the confines of the citizen-directed
Comprehensive Plan.

Two areas of town, both of which are zoned commercial, figure prominently in the big
box debate: the CI district along Hirst Road and 21st Street (zoned C4).

Several members of the Purcellville Planning Commission and Town Council believe
that our current zoning ordinance does not restrict the building of a big box store — a
freestanding commercial structure of 10,000 feet or greater — in the C| and C4 districts.
They argue, for example, that since a pharmacy without drive-thru facilities is an allowed
use in the CI district, and retail sales establishments are an allowed use in the C4 district
without limitation as to size, these uses don’t restrict big box size in these two districts.

“The sweeping zoning changes being proposed —
including on the big box store issue — appear to put
the cart before the horse; or, as one of our citizens

aptly expressed it, “Throwing ingredients together

y €6

and hoping they will turn into a cake.

My concerns with this argument are as follows:

I. Relative To The CI District:

Regardless of its size, a pharmacy is not considered a big box store. As we all know,
a big box store is defined as a large retail establishment usually part of a chain such as
Walmart, Costco, Target, and BJ’s — which are clearly not a stand-alone pharmacy.

2. Also Pertaining To The CI District:

When reviewing the purpose statement of the C| district below, one can quickly see
that the pharmacy use the authors of the zoning code had in mind was nothing close to
a 10,000 square feet building:

a The purpose of this district is to provide for planned office parks or for offices and
similar business buildings and limited office support uses, in attractive surroundings with
types of uses, structures, plantings, and signs so controlled as to be generally compatible
with medium density or low density residential surroundings. The district can be applied
to large or small areas if development standards are complied with. (Revised 4/9/91 and
8-12-08) (Reference Source: www.municode.com/library/va/purcellville/codes/zoning_
ordinance’nodeld=ZONING_ORDINANCETOPUVI_ART4DIRE_S60OFCODI.)

It’s clear to me from the above statement that it was never intended to have planners,
developers or council members interpret the pharmacies without drive-thru facilities
use without considering the district’s overall purpose. If one considers this purpose, it’s
relatively easy to conclude that any pharmacy with 10,000 or more square feet was not
envisioned for our office /commercial C| district.

3. Relative to C4:

Yes, the word “retail” could be considered to be a freestanding commercial structure
of 10,000 feet or greater, making it a “big box” facility by definition. However, when
reviewing the purpose statement of the C4 district below, one can also quickly see that
the retail use the authors of the zoning code had in mind was nothing close to a 10,000
square feet building:

a.The purpose of this district is to provide for an appropriate variety of uses in the historic
center for commercial, financial, professional, governmental, recreation, entertainment,
and cultural activities, in accord with the purposes and goals of the comprehensive plan.
It is intended to promote a convenient and relatively compact arrangement of uses and
buildings that enhance the sense of place and pedestrian orientation of the downtown area,
and to this end required yards are minimal and permitted building bulk and coverage is
relatively high. Medium density residential development is permitted to encourage housing
convenient to places of shopping and work. Signing and outdoor storage are restricted
in order to promote an attractive and stable urban environment. (Reference Source:
www.municode.com/library/va/purcellville/codes/zoning_ordinance?nodeld=ZONING_
ORDINANCETOPUVI_ART4DIRE_S9CECODI)

It’s clear from the statement above that it was never intended to have planners,
developers or council members interpret the retail sales establishment use without
consideration of the purpose of the C4 district. If one considers this purpose, it’s
relatively easy to conclude that a big box store was not envisioned for our historic
downtown C4 district.

Continued on page 22
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Scenic Virginia has announced
the winners of its annual Virginia
Vistas photo contest, celebrating the
magnificent scenes that make the
state one of the most beautiful in the
country. Purcellville resident Charles
Powell — who received an Honorable
Mention for his captivating western
Loudoun County image “Red Fox” —
is among those recognized for their
exceptional photography in 2015.

In its eight year, the photo contest
is designed to support Scenic
Virginia’s mission to  preserve,
protect, and enhance Virginia’s scenic
beauty. Noted executive director
Leighton Powell, “Scenic Virginia’s
2015 Virginia Vistas Photo Contest
generated 500+ beautiful images of our
Commonwealth. These Winners and
Honorable Mentions truly represent
the best of what Virginia has to offer.”

Notecard sets of the winning photos

‘Red Fox’’ by Charles Powell,
Courtesy of Scenic Virginia

“My interest in photography stems from a
love of wildlife. Nothing pleases me more
than the sight of an animal in its natural
habitat. The fox, whose image I submitted,
is a prime example.

1 like to ride on the remote roads of western
Loudoun County to photograph wildlife
and beautiful scenery. On this day,  was
driving slowly on a gravel road and the fox
ran across the road in front of me and into
the field on my left. I was disappointed,
thinking I had missed the picture. Then, the

are available for purchase. To place an
order, contact Scenic Virginia at (804)
643-VIEW (643-8439) or send an email
to email@scenicvirginia.org.

fox stopped on a big rock and sat, almost
posing. A great opportunity for me for a
photo. It is my hope that opportunities
such as this will continue.” — Charles

“Pinnacles Overlook, Winter” by Jeffry Urban, Courtesy of Scenic Virginia
“One December I took my dear friend from Armenia to the Shenandoah National Park’s
Skyline Drive during her first visit to Virginia. I was worried about the experience: It was
too late in the season to see the colorful autumn foliage, and too cold and too late in the
day to hike the trails. Once we arrived, however, all those negatives became positives:
We found bare trees with ice in place of leaves, vegetation colored tan and burnt orange,
and shadows cast among the mountains by the setting sun. We stopped and braved the
icy winds long enough for me to capture the perfect photo of a scenic Virginia vista with
enough beauty to impress even a native of the Armenian Caucasus Mountains.”

— Jeffry Urban

Powell

Oakfield
Upperville, Virginia
$4,495,000

Stone manor house in spectacular setting * 86.81 acres ®
Highly protected area in prime Piedmont Hunt * Gourmet
kitchen * Wonderful detail throughout ® 5 BR * 5 BA * 3
half BA ¢ 3 fireplaces, classic pine paneled library ® Tenant
house * Stable ¢ Riding ring ® Heated saltwater pool
Pergola * Full house generator

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Stonewood
Middleburg, Virginia
$795,000

Charming stucco, log & frame home on 6.38 acres * 3-4

bedrooms ¢ 3 1/2 baths * 2 fireplaces (one in the kitchen
with antique brick floor) * Beautiful reclaimed pine flooring
* Bright & sunny family room opens to bluestone terrace ®
Master bedroom opens to private balcony ® 2 car garage ®
4 stall barn with tack room * More land available

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Faraway Farm
Middleburg, Virginia
$2,975,000

Solid stone home with copper roof on 70 acres * Original portions
dating from the 1700’s ¢ First floor bedroom & 3 additional
suites * Original floors * 8 fireplaces * Formal living room
Gourmet kitchen * 2 ponds * Mountain views * Stone walls *
Mature gardens * Pool ¢ Primitive log cabin * Piedmont Hunt
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Copper Hill Farm
Haymarket, Virginia
$695,000

Private horse property * Brick home w/first floor master BR
4 BR ¢ 2 1/2 BA * Bright, freshly painted, new carpeting,
refinished hardwood floors & high ceilings * Open floor plan *
Screened in porch off kitchen ® Living room w/FP ¢ 5 stall
barn ¢ Paddocks ¢ Dressage ring * Large storage building

(540) 454-0650
(540) 454-1930

Margaret Carroll
Helen MacMahon

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia
$2,450,000

A pastoral 5 bedroom c. 1830 farmhouse and a grand stone
pavilion * Elegant but unfussy * 103 acres of open farmland
* The pavilion serves as a pool house, greenhouse, banquet
room, and guest quarters ® Great location

(540) 687-5588
(703) 609-1905

Ann MacMahon
Paul MacMahon

Milltown Road
Lovettsville, Virginia
$350,000

35.3 rolling and mostly open acres * Great vineyard site ®
Mountain views ® Pond * House circa 1800, shed, barn,

Palmer’s Mill
Bluemont, Virginia

$875,000

Circa 1860 Virginia Farmhouse ¢ House updated &
enlarged in 2004 * 3 to 4 bedrooms ¢ 2 1/2 baths *
Hardwood floors * 3 fireplaces ® Exposed beams & gourmet
kitchen ¢ 10 acres ® Fenced & cross fenced ® 2 stall barn
with tack & hay storage ® Spring house & smoke house *
Protected with mountain views ® Piedmont Hunt Territory
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

SHERIDAN~
MACMAHON, LTD.

Realtors

110 East Washington Street
PO. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Eau ]
53! v

info@sheridanmacmahon.com

numerous outdoor buildings all sold "AS IS" ¢ Scenic
Easement

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

www.sheridanmacmahon.com

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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BA'&MEHJT_REMODELING 73

WE MAKE |T EASY‘ 24 To see our current specials

N\ONTHS and dramatic remodels go to
INSPIRATION ~ DESIGN ~ EXPERTISE EREST AbbeyDesignCenter.com

REE

1 F'”ancm Avallable /7

?\&6 '\
C 909, Appro\la\ gl'b
'Catlon Expire®”

CARPET HARDWOOD Tlﬁi & STONE

@ Abbey Design Center & 84sement,
Cﬂ LOOR, KITCHEN & BAT ) Leesburg

‘ Remodeling from Concept to Completion 161 Fort Evans Rd., NE
Next to Wolf Furniture

i 703-779-8181
NIKB U P AbbeyDesignCenter.com
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Your
Community

Your
Neighborhood

Your
Bus Service

www.loudoun.gov/transit
571-258-3464

Connecting to places you want to go! e Rogional Tranai at 240-336-16 10
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Loudoun B&B Guild
Welcomes Two New Members

Two new establishments have joined the Loudoun County Bed & Breakfast Guild,
Airwell Bed and Breakfast — newly opened in Purcellville, and The Barns at Hamilton
Station Vineyards in Hamilton.

The Airwell B&B — featuring two cottages with one bedroom each — includes the
former art studio of Lucien Powell, one of the 20th Century’s most renowned landscape
painters. The Barns at Hamilton Station Vineyards, located just off of Route 7 in the
historic town of Hamilton is one of the guild’s new fun partners. It features 10 acres
surrounding a restored hundred and five-year-old stone and wood dairy barn, which
has been transformed into a tasting room.

The new additions bring the guild to 23 full members, and 21 fun partners.

¥ oK

-

Multi- Award Winner Maore Than 20 Years Expericnce  Commitied to Quality and Service

Y

_oge

/%

(.u”/s

www.KathyShipley.com | kathyshipleyremax{@comcast.net | 540.822.,5

]

WEW LISTING
- $100,000

Beautiful, hard to find 2 acre lot on hard surface road.

Bluemont, VA
www.RiversEdgelLandscapes.com

540.955.5720

WEW LISTING
| N $749,000

QLTI TRNNARN RN AR AN NN NN Nnnnnngj

Stunning, custom built home on 7 wooded acres. Qual-
ity thru out this timber frame, 4 bdrm, 4 full baths,
three finished levels. Stone FP, maple floors on 2 levels,
main level master, deck, screened porch and geo thermal
heat and a/c. 3 car detached garage w/lift in addition to

NO HOA OR COVENANTS. Minutes to Lovettsville
and MARC commuter train. Lot offers trees and nice
view from back of lot which is up on top of hill. This

would make a perfect spot for building the home you

3 car attached garage. Absolutely fantastic package. have always dreamed of.
- -

EITL.I-\'E-"

Leerbug -! | WZ@W

Large .74 acre lot with all brick rambler zoned

3 Finished level townhome. Great location, small i X X
N i R commercial. See the potential. Great Location on
enclave of townhomes, close to historic downtown . . R X
. main road across from service station & restaurant.
Leesburg. Large master w/walk in closet and full bath.

Lower level offers family room, den and full bath.
Fenced back yard and charming brick patio in front.

Walking distance to new approved shopping center.
Many permitted uses. Owner will consider rent
with delayed settlement.

AATLABLE LO7S

OPPORTUNITYTO BUILD IN
LOUDOUN $50,000
Fantastic opportunity to build on .42 acre lot at end of
cul-de-sac backing to stream. Community offers interest
in the environment and energy efficient building. Enjoy
the night sky with no city lights. Convenient to com-
muter train and Leesburg, Well installed.

30 Acees

GREAT VALUE IN
LOUDOUN COUNTY $40,000
Rolling hills, trails, wildlife Quiet community
offering interest in the environment and energy efficient

$449,000

Rarely available Potomac River Front property. Abso-

lutely stunning!! Approx 2550 Ft of River Frontage.
Views to Harper’s Ferry. True beauty and wildlife

building Special lot that has authorization for a garage.
including bald eagles. Very livable 2 bedroom home

Well Installed. Convenient to Leesburg and commuter

w/full basement. One of a kind property. train. Don’t miss this opportunity.

List with feathty. Gt Great Result

, NOW

HIRING!

Apply in person

Award winning technology and now,
self service vacuum options!

Purcellville Station Auto Wash is pleased to now offer self service vacs for our

customers who prefer to be hands-on when caring for their vehicle. Once your vehicle
is impeccably washed, pull in to one of our multiple, indoor vacuum stations. We provide
drying towels, cleaning towels, all-purpose cleaner, glass cleaner, air purge and

10 fragrance choices. This self service option has been extremely popular, but
whatever you choose, you can always count on the highest quality service and value.
We have developed our own on-site water treatment 4\

water used in the car wash and returning it to drinking : "
quality level. \ ||

facilities, with the capability of reclaiming 95% of the "
128 N.Maple Avenue, Purcellville,VA 20132 « 540.441.7475

www.stationautowash.com

7“
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ARE YOU READY?

Get Ready for the Trail with us.

333 CAMELBAK

Camping * Hiking * Outdoor Gear & Apparel + doTerra™ Essential Oils

Ppen Dan's
fa® Keltic Shoppe
% irish & scoccish knmnr.s@

Belleck - ﬂahl.uv {fr'.'.-cld.l « Mullin gar Pewter » Celtic |ﬂrr1r'.'
Irish Foods * Linens - Fragrances - Music « Leather G oods
Hand Knils - HighlandWear - Kill Rentals - Bridal Registry
.-Wfi-:[fmafs{;lits ‘l.'lrf[f[fmgl-'uurs - Guinness Licensed Products
Bagpiping Services & Supplies

_ @ Danny Knight, %

Professional Bagpiper ,
V' Bagpiping Sﬂlﬂ'ﬂj—wﬂvmm and Lewufh-.l\prminimml \
109 E. Main Street “Old Town" Purcellville, VA
540-751-0F777

WWWAPPALACHIANREADINESS.COM

APPALACHIAN

OUTDOOR READINESS & ESSENTIALS €3

198 N 21st St Purcellville, VA 20132 (Below Magnolias)
(540] 338-2437

Stetson Legendary Hats
Tony Lama Boots
Bullhide Hats % Corral Boots
American Rebel Boots
Scully Leather & Sportswear

WEHAVEMOVED! | o & e

& * jera
VISITUS AT OUR NEW . Run, do not walk, to Sarah’s TexasLeather KiddeKorral
LOCATIONIOO WESTOSTREET  k Midsummer Photography Sale. i/

SHAVE o

ANDA “ e e = mMEQU![TWITHUS‘

ADVER TIS E e s oo 1
HRAIRCUT | 56V E S0 | Reereg

Come join a great group making quilts

100 West O Street : for patients at Loudoun Hospital.
Purcellville 20132 LOCAL ., Bringyour own machine or use one of ours. No cost. gl

109 E. Main Street
“Old Town" Purcellville, VA

540-751 ﬂ??? :

 540-338-189_| BUSINESS!
: Call Judy at 703-727-1321

Hours: Tues and Thars; 10-7 Weds and Fri; = — e SR 5 ]
95 Sat; 93 Closed Sun and Mon e N ™ S . SRR A S -

| www.artfulideas.biz
ArtfulldeasPurcellville@gmail.com

c

Call Judy at 703-727-1321 to advertise your Shop Local Business!

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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SPRINKLES ARE
FOR WINNERS!!!

CLOTHING FOR
THE WHOLE
FAMILY!

20% OFF

SUMMER CLOTHES!

Discount off orginal price. Sale ends 8/23/15

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR NEW HOUR'S RE - L@ VE I I

141 West Main St., Purcellville A consiGnment Shoppe
HOME DECOR = CLOTHING BOUTIQUE > AND MORE

X Insurance

Above all in SERyIGE™

WE'VE MOVED

160 W. Main Street | Purcellville

Auto ® Home ¢ Business ¢ Life

| Al .

Call us for a quote today.

;Fl iques, Home Decor, N:,krtLEc.g I:, " ’
ﬁl'ft';lund l-ocal Craf'ts gpi‘:(g_i%%rl_lﬂl;%dirxaance.com M-F 11-7 Sat 10-4
NEW LOCATION!! LOUDOUN's ONLY
209 Loudoun Street S.E., Leesburg, Va. 20175 Local One_Stop
Sunflowershack.com 571-291-3489 Fi ’
Music Shop
MLLE'Y QML YE-GOURITETFOODS AD KICHEMSI0r for Band | Orchestra | Guitar
Shop Our New RENTALS * SUPPLIES ¢ LESSONS
Merchandise :
! andPick Upa
Gourmet Lunch

Te Gal

540-441-7094 « WWW.BUTTERFLYGOURMET.COM
221 E. Main Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

. sy
lecellvi]le Va20132 . ' '
BALCH'S iWO E WEers g [0
By nfiiy || @I TKives || 0w Dul
AUCTIONS  PURCELLVILLE Area’s Best Selction of Quality Yarns, shamrockmusicshoppe.com
ON MAIN FLORIST ’ ' 540.338.3313  540.333.2271 lesson line

540.441.7635  540.338.4161 Suite 201  240.457.0410  tworiversyarns.com
Call Judy at 703-727-1321 to advertise your Shop Local Business!

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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Just Like Nothing (Else) On Earth: Morven Park

— By Tim Jon

I'think what strikes me most about this
place — as over the top as it is in many
ways — is how understated it really is; I |
know that’ll take some explaining.

I’ve been to Morven Park hundreds
of times (for radio interviews and news
stories, and I even directed a couple
of Shakespeare productions on the grounds), so it’s hard to
approach the site without some (or a lot of) preconceptions;
that said, a quiet, overcast, weekday morning visit allowed me
to walk through the gardens and grounds in complete solitude
— as if I were sole owner and proprietor of the castle-like
mansion and the surrounding thousand-plus acres.

See, on that day I wasn’t a spectator at one of the
many events held throughout the calendar within the
park boundaries, I wasn’t witnessing a wedding under
the magnolias — although you could hardly pick a better
spot — and I wasn’t even part of a family tour to entertain
visiting relatives: 1 had the opportunity to spend as
long as I pleased at the garden reflecting pool, to stop
and pay respects at the final resting place of Governor
Westmoreland Davis and his wife, Marguerite — and to take
a brisk walk around the “front yard” of the massive, Greek
revival manor whose facade’s become a familiar image to
many of us “locals.” I even got some personal time with
those two lions guarding the pillared entrance to the estate,
that — just about anywhere else — would look ostentatious in
the extreme. Not here, though: the sheer scale of the place
seems to accommodate the sublime, and allow us to move
through its elusive presence.

Pretty lofty praise for a brooding, historic mansion on a

big, old hunk of land, right?

You got me there — guilty as charged; but, on the other
hand, I’ve come to know the place over a span of more than
15 years and countless hours enjoying its sights, sounds and
smells. Just coming up the driveway affords you enough
views of the countryside to let you know that you’re in a
separate world now; there’s enough acreage to let you feel
like you’re in a whole ‘nother universe: even the mansion
itself gets nestled into the rolling hillside, covered with
mature timber where few axes have gone. If a structure
this size — this close to the bustle of downtown Leesburg
can enjoy quiet, sequestered meditation — hundreds of
years after its construction — imagine the dwarfishness and
humility engendered into — and onto — the lone visitor; the
scale here is vast enough to render a sensation of — not only
traveling back in time — but the license of anonymity and
invisibility.

I was reminded of other visits to this expansive facility;
in scouting possible locations on which to stage some

Shakespeare, lots of dramatic backdrops emerged: one that
we never used still awaits some enterprising Belasco to
place a level slab, a few Greek pillars (remember the style
utilized at the front of the mansion?) and an unobtrusive
ring of seating — to encourage some truly classic, outdoor,
theatrical experience — for as many years to come as
Morven Park has days. And, even if this collaborative
possibility exists only in my imagination, it’s a testament to
the inspiration offered to just about any visitor to the place:
it allows one to dream outside the boundaries of sleep.

If you want to put these outlandish claims to the test,
drive out there some cool, weekday morning, park your car
in the lot at the end of Southern Planter Lane and approach
the reflecting pool from the east; stop and take your
bearings under the magnolias, walk along the water’s edge
to the path heading to the north and the manicured gardens
— you’ll pass the aforementioned mausoleum — then cross
over to the open expanse of the great lawn (yes, the one
flanked by that line of majestic trees), take a moment to
note the quaint old greenhouse on the western slope, then
continue until the mansion takes full shape on your right.
Anyone who’s ever approached the structure with a camera
has faced the same dilemma: if you get close enough to
feel its presence, your shots are swallowed up by its sheer
size; you’ll need to reconsider your perspective in order
to capture its entire length. Then you’ll notice the paved
roadway cutting across the lawn — a few hundred yards
away to the east — and make a note to save your batteries
for a walk to those vantage points.

And all this is found only on one ‘side’ of Morven Park:
the Equestrian facilities lie on the north side of the property —
accessed by Tutt Lane off Route 15: but that’s another story.

r —— - - - - - - - - - - - === = = = = = = = = = = = — — 7
| { n P ne’ .
| “Your Hometown Propane Company”® |
I I
I I
: ®
| A Propane Price Meltdown '
| »* |
I I
H q
© ©
g . /gallon H
)
| Check your gauge and call Jim with your percentage today. |
I I
I I
' /703)777-2051 |
I )* I
| Valid for current, former and new customers. |
Amount will be pre-authorized on credit card before delivery.
| Price only valid for customer owned tanks 500 gallons and larger. |
Please allow two weeks for delivery and offer subject to expiration without prior notice.
I I
Only valid in zip codes: 20117, 129, 132, 134, 135, 141, 158, and 180.
L — — — — — — e
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— By Amy & Dan Smith

What do you think of when
someone  mentions  Social
Security? Many people consider
Social Security and retirement
as one and the same. More than
90% of working Americans plan
for Social Security to replace
part of their current incomes when they
leave the workforce. Sadly, what really
happens is that, because of timing decisions,
75% of those already receiving benefits are
drawing a reduced amount.*

Your benefits can be greatly affected
by your specific circumstances during
retirement. Your monthly payment amounts
as well as your tax status can change if you
decide to work part time or start a second
career. There is also your and your spouse’s
beneficiary eligibility to consider.

Baby boomers — on average — are living
longer than any previous generation. While
that’s good news, it also presents several
new challenges. A longer life increases
the likelihood that you’ll have increased
medical and long-term care expenses.
The value of your nest egg will be more
significantly impacted by increases in the
cost of living over a longer term. And, quite
simply, you could outlive your money.

One important aspect of planning for your

AMY & DAN SMITH

Amy & Dan Smith’s Planning For Life:
A Social Securlty Strategy Could Enhance Your Retirement Income Plan

later years is factoring in the benefits
you will be entitled to once you reach
retirement age. The Social Security
Administration website (http:/ssa.
gov/myaccount/) provides you with
a useful online tool to determine your
likely benefit amount as well as your
earnings statement. Registration is
required. But, once you establish an
account you can check your earnings record and
benefits estimate at any time, day or night. No
more waiting for your quarterly statement to
arrive in the mail!

It’s important to check your earnings once
a year to make sure the SSA is recording
your income accurately. If your income is
being under-reported, it could reduce the
amount of benefits you receive.

When you consider all these factors, it’s
more important than ever to make calculated
decisions about when to begin drawing
Social Security benefits within the context
of your overall retirement plan. Alongside
other sources of income, Social Security
is a critical asset to plan for in retirement,
so it’s important to develop a strategy to
maximize the value of it. Evaluating a
number of decision factors can help you
maximize your Social Security retirement
benefits and even your survivor benefits.

Over the coming months, I'd like to
present an overview of the critical factors

that relate to your benefits including:

Your age: When should you draw
benefits?

Your job: How do earnings impact
benefits?

Your taxes: How are benefits taxed when
combined with other retirement?

Your marriage: How do spousal benefits
work?

*Source: Social Security Administration

The foregoing contains general infor-

mation only and is not intended to convey
investment advice. Amy V. Smith Wealth
Management, LLC, an independent firm,
CFP, CIMA offers securities through Ray-
mond James Financial Services, Inc., mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC. Her office is located at
161 Fort Evans Road, NE, Suite 345, Lees-
burg, VA 20176 (Tel.703-669-5022, www.
amysmithwealthmanagement.com). Dan
Smith is not affiliated with Raymond James.
Past performance may not be indicative of
future results.

_fl€]e)

Purcellville - Hamilton - Lovettsville - Round Hill - Waterford - Hillshoro - Leesburg

Back to School AFFORDABLE Monthly Payment
Lingual Fixed Braces

Fixed to the back side of teeth, you never see them!
« TMJ / HEADACHE THERAPY - REMOVABLE CLEAR ALIGNERS
« DELTA - AETNA - CIGNA - GUARDIAN - METLIFE - ETC. PROVIDER!
4 * MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS / NO INTEREST

ORTHUDONTICS & TMJ THERAPY

Amencan Board of Orthodontics Certified Diplomate of American Board, 26 years in practice
200 N. Maple Ave Purcellville - Directly next to Loudoun Valley HS

www.dr-pierce.com 540-579-0559

Esther Burke Kilgour, age
86, died peacefully on July
31 at her home in Purcellville
after a long struggle with
cancer.

Esther was born January
21, 1929, in Hamilton, the
daughter of Harry and Nellie
May Burke.

Remembering Esther Burk Kilgour, 86

stayed home to raise her
children and later worked
at the Loudoun Valley High
School library.  She and
Brad were avid Virginia
Tech fans and attended
many football games and
traveled to many of the
bowls.

She was an active member
of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church, serving on the Vestry, Alter
Guild and Bell Tower Committees.
She was a lifelong member of the
Ladies Board of Loudoun Memorial
Hospital, and a volunteer for Meals on
Wheels, the hospital thrift shop, and
numerous other non-profit causes. She
enjoyed gardening, spending time at
Chincoteague, and spending time with
her family — which meant the world
to her. Esther attended Lincoln High
School and later, business school in
Leesburg.

In 1951, Esther married the love of
her life, H. Bradley Kilgour, Jr. The
couple lived in Purcellville for all of
the 64 years they were married. Esther
worked at the White House as a secretary
during the Truman and Eisenhower eras.
In 1955, after starting a family, Esther

Esther is survived by
her husband, H. Bradley
Kilgour Jr., daughter Mary Brad
Lambertson and her husband Wayne
(of Pocomoke, MD), daughter Judy
Romano and husband Mike of Virginia
Beach, son HB Kilgour III and wife
Lisa of Purcellville, five grandchildren —
including Patrick Kelley, Megan Kelley,
Susan MacClary, Taylor and Cameron
Kilgour — and a number of other
relatives and close friends. Esther loved
her family and she was surrounded by
them at the time of her death.

A visitation was held on Sunday,
August 2, at St Peter’s Episcopal
Church with services following. Ester
was laid to rest at Hillsboro Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be sent in her
name to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in
Purcellville, or to the American Cancer
Society.

POWER SOLUTIONS
940-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

Generators
SERVICING ALL MAKES

Gerry Pierce Owner

Over 22 years experience.
Providing complete service that includes
the engine, generator, and transfer switch.
Whether it is propane, natural gas, or
diesel, we won’t leave you powerless.

GENERAC

GENERAC SPECIALIST
Install or upgrade
Repair or replacement

CALL TODAY!

cCoO

GENERATOR

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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NOTICGE

*Aspnnyw
PAVING~
15 % Off with ad

We are currently paving in your area.

Patriotic
Celebration

With our crew and equipment close by, we are
offering prompt service and reasonable rates to all
area residents for a short time. Please call
immediately if you are interested in having any
asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES « DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS « PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES * GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
hlacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing righ
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by

your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates ¢ Fast Service * Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(571) 255-9187

1843218 Licensed and Insured

On 1A Farm Far, Far Away

— By Hannah Hager

On a farm, far, far away, you’ll find
yourself in a private, tucked away and
secluded area. Such is the case of Faraway
Farm in Round Hill, which also happens
to be built during a time long past — its
impeccable solid stone structure with
copper roof date from the early 1700s,
but the home has since been expanded
to include a first floor bedroom and three
additional suites.

Erected during a much simpler time
when necessity took precedent over
personal luxury, this estate has stood the
test of time. Not only is it grandiose in
its presence, but it’s also soft-spoken in its
beauty. Its materials and craftsmanship do
most of the talking and the landscape and
grounds back it up in chorus. The front
lawn boasts a serene pond that is hugged
by lush green grass and mature trees. You
might believe you’re living in the century in
which Loudoun was founded until you step
through the threshold to find every modern
requirement taken care of and attended to.

In the past, rooms were kept small
and quaint in order to preserve energy and
temperature. Such is the case here with a
staircase in a cozy foyer that leads off in either
direction to the study and receiving room.
Built-in bookshelves of rich mahogany in the
library balance off the wood-burning fireplace
of the sitting room across the hall.

Rich, wood tones are a theme you’ll find
in most of the rooms as accented in the
exposed roof beams, the chair rails and the
eight fireplaces. You’ll also find beautiful,

23559 Parsons Road
Middleburg,VA 20117

Bedrooms: Four
Bathrooms:Three and one half
Square footage: 5,361

Fireplaces: Five

Listing Price: $1,299,000

Acres: 10.5

Contact: Matt@sherrywilson.com

wide-paneled wood walls in the dining
room. Such design treatments harken back
to a time when craftsmanship abounded,
which is certainly a rarity these days. The
home has been expanded to include a first
floor bedroom with three additional suites.
The owners expanded the home again to
include a spacious and light-filled living
room and a modern, gourmet kitchen with
built-in China cabinet, butler’s serving
station and granite-topped island.

But, don’t spend all of your time indoors,
make sure to walk or ride around your 70
acres, which is a dream-like setting with
an additional pond, mountain and pastoral
views, extensive mature gardens with stone
walls, a swimming pool and primitive log
cabin and fencing for horses. This home
isn’t so faraway after all.

Dulles Area Realtors Candidate Endorsements

The Dulles Area Realtors Association (DAAR) released their endorsements for the
2015 Board of Supervisor candidates in Loudoun County.

Candidates completed a questionnaire and were interviewed by area DAAR members.
Of the nine candidates chosen, six are Republican, two Democrat, and one is currently
an elected Republican running as an Independent.

Lars Henriksen, Chairman of DARPAC Trustees, said, “Our endorsements are aimed
at supporting individuals who understand the importance of strong neighborhoods and
vibrant businesses in our communities.”

DAAR is an association with over one thousand realtors. Their 2015 legislative agenda
highlighted opposition to increases in proffer levels required by Loudoun County, overlay
districts, and conditions in the Chesapeake Bay Act that create “no build” protection
areas that restrict development. With regards to affordable housing, DAAR believes the
county should do more to help promote policies for down-payment assistance and other
private assistance programs rather than pursue developmental restriction policies.

The endorsed candidates include: Ralph Buona (R), Asbhurn; Kristen Umstattd (D),
Leesburg; Suzanne Volpe (R), Algonkian; Tony Buffington (R), Blue Ridge; Koran
Saines (D), Sterling; Ronald A. Meyer,Jr. (R), Broad Run; Geary Higgins (R), Catoctin;
Matt Letourneau (R), Dulles; Scott York (I), At-Large Chairman; and Gary Clemens (R),
Clerk of the Circuit Court.
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Art Exhibit Features “Gifts From The Sea”

Lis Zadravec won Best In Show for her colored pencil work, “The Conversion.”

Friends of Franklin Park Arts Center has
announced the opening of “Gifts From The
Sea,” an art show and sale featuring works
in a variety of media. Local and regional
artists submitted pieces matching the cool,
watery theme ... a remarkable mix of over
40 works in paint, color pencil, mixed
media, photography, pottery, felted fiber,
quilting and more ... unusual and amazing
things from very creative people.

The gallery reception on July 26 was well
attended by artists and patrons alike. Lis
Zadravec won the award for Best in Show
for her colored pencil on paper work, “The
Conversion.” The Friends Choice award
went to Karen Colman for her colored
pencil piece, “Caught! (Atlantic Blue

Crab).” The “Most Sea-worthy” prize
went to Philip Hodges for his mixed media
creation, “Barnacle Phil” and Rick Conway
for his ceramic tile, “Blue Octopus.”

“Gifts From The Sea” will be on display
in the Gallery at Franklin Park Arts Center
now through August 23. The annual
Summer Show sponsored by the Friends
of Franklin Park challenges the community
with a new theme every year. The exhibit is
free and open to the public.

Franklin Park Arts Center is located at 36441
Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132.
The Gallery is open Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.
to 5 pm., and during evening and weekend
performances. For information call 540-338-
7973, or go to www.franklinparkartscenter.org.
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This Month In History |

August, 1878 — Temperance Movement
Lights A Fire In Purcellville

— By Andrea Gaines

f
|
]
(

In August of 1878, the Good Templars of Loudoun County began a series of
annual religious temperance rallies. Originally held in an area known as Dillon’s
Woods, speakers railed against the evils of alcohol — popular throughout the
region, devotees streamed into Purcellville, arriving by train, horseback, buggies
and stagecoach. In 1903, an amphitheater was built. Later named the Bush
Tabernacle, it hosted temperance groups, politicians such as Williams Jennings
Bryan and evangelists such as Billy Sunday, who spoke there in 1931. In later !
years the Bush Tabernacle featured country western stars such as Patsy Cline. The
building was added to The National Register of Historic Places in 2010 and today |
hosts all manner of community events, shows and fairs.

W e e N et
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A ROLL OFF
DUMPSTER SERVICE

The most efficient,
economical, and easy
solution for your horse

manure and trash
removal needs

540-724-6032 ¢ 844-229-7300

www.bigasscans.com
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Gelebraling The Dog Days of August
Here’'s How We Beat The Heat...

“My name is Dixie-Diva. “My name is Router. |
| beat the heat by putting beat the heat by slipping
“We beat the heat by gathering in the back yard for a rain dance.” on my master’s sunglasses into my slinky bikini.”
and looking real cool.”

“My name is Onyx.

| beat the heat by “My name is Stella Luna. “My name is Kai. | beat the “My name is Ecco. | beat the
doing nothing.” | beat the heat by hitting heat by ignoring it. Endless heat by hanging out with a
the beach!” tennis ball toss anyone?” cool cat named Creamsicle.”
é Y

Dogs By The Numbers - 106 Fun Facls

1. According to the Human Society of the United States, there are 70 to 80 million dogs in the U.S. Nearly 50 percent of
American households have one.

2. Genetic studies show all that dog breeds evolved from a single canid species in Eurasia —approximately 40,000 years ago.

3. There are 339 individual breeds of dogs, dozens of which originated in the United States ... including ... tada! ... the Teddy
Roosevelt Terrier.

4. Dogs have three eyelids. A top lid, a bottom lid and an inside lid that keeps the eye lubricated and protected.

5. The world’s smallest dog — a Chihuahua named Milly — was just 3.8 inches “tall.” Zeus, a Great Dane, is the world’s tallest
recorded dog — 7 feet 4 inches when standing on his hind legs.

6. It varies between age and breed, but dogs sleep, on average, 12 to 14 hours a day; puppies 18 to 20 hours.

7. The average dog can run up to 19 mph. Greyhounds, the fastest dogs on earth can run up to 45 mph.

8. The largest number of puppies ever recorded in one litter is 24, born to a Mastiff. The average number of puppies in a

— littler is 8.

“My name is Moon. | beat the heat 9. The oldest dog ever was an Australian Cattle Dog named Bluey who lived to be 29 years and 5 months old. Most dogs
live to be 8 to 15 years old.

10. A dog’s power of scent is 10,000 times greater than a human’s, and a dog’s hearing, four times greater. Dogs don’t see as
many colors as we do. But, they are much better at sensing motion. y

by panting while | look out the win-
dow for the UPS man! Can’t wait to
see that brown truck!” \.
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Keeping Your Pcoch CGool

Cool enough for you does not mean cool enough for your dog.

Dogs don’t perspire and are otherwise very susceptible to heat-related illnesses. If
they can’t remove excess moisture from their lungs by panting — which is how they cool
off — they can get into real trouble.

That trouble is called heatstroke, and fewer that 50 percent of dogs suffering from
it survive.

When your dog’s body temperature rises above their normal 101 to 102.5 degrees,
and they start exhibiting warning signs such as fatigue, vomiting, diarrhea, drooling — or
worse, confusion or seizures — things can quickly get out of control. And, because of
their physiology, a dog’s body can get too hot in weather as temperate as 80 degrees.

Consult with your veterinarian immediately if you see any warning signs of
heatstroke in your dog, and consider these tips from the experts:

1. NEVER LEAVE YOUR PET ALONE IN A PARKED CAR. IT’S NOT
SAFE. With even only moderately warm temperatures outside, inside
temperatures quickly rise to potentially deadly levels. This applies whether
your left the AC on in your vehicle, or the widows open, or both.

2. Fatigue is the number one sign that the temperature is getting to your dog. If
your dog is resisting walking or playing — let them. Restrict exercise to the
early more hours or late at night, always bring water with you, and don’t be
afraid to reduce the intensity of your dog’s exercise during the hotter months.
Better yet, take them for a swim rather than a walk.

3. Dogs absorb and release heat from their feet, so keep them off hot surfaces
such as cement and pavement.

4. If your dog seems to need a cooling off, use room temperature water rather than
super cold water or ice. These cause a dog’s blood vessels to contract, interfering
with their ability to cool off. Also, shaving a dog during the hot months is not

necessarily a good idea. A dog’s coat can help them

regulate their body temperature. Again,

consult with your veterinarian.
[

5. Make sure your dog always has
a cool place to enjoy the hotter
months — put a kiddie pool in
a shady place in the yard, let
them lie on a cool wet towel or
tile floor. An outdoor doghouse
will not provide relief for your
dog — and can actually be
hotter than the temperature
outside. Bring your dog
inside the house and let
them find a cool spot on
hot days.

Help your dog beat the heat!

\

SPEECH & HEARING

SPEECH HEARING

Lmda E Himler
Au.D., FAAATABA

Certified Lyric Hearing Professional

[103) 898-1620

www.speechhearing.org

é Y

19465 Deerfield Ave, Ste 201 | Lansdowne, VA 20176

FOCUS ON: Dr. Jonathan Reiss, Mobile Vet

"

1SS
iobile Vet

Dr. Reiss, of Mobile Vet,
treats all kinds of pets and
serves families within a 25-
mile radius of Purcellville. In
2008, Dr. Reiss graduated
from Cornell University,
College of Veterinary
Medicine. He moved to
Round Hill not long after.

He and his wife Virginia live
with their son and daughter
— along with dogs, cats, a
horse, donkey, sheep and
chickens — at their “ranch.”
He volunteers with local
animal rescue groups, shelters
and spay/neuter organizations.
His professional interests
include soft tissue surgery,
preventative medicine, and
shelter medicine. Said Dr.
Reiss,“l enjoy working in
western Loudoun County,
because | like working where
I live. | get satisfaction from
being a part of this wonderful
community — participating

in a local parade, sponsoring
my children’s’ school event
or sporting team, and just
bumping into my clients at a
local grocery store.”

Photo by Sarah Huntington

Convenience and Comfort

for You and Your Pets.

Reiss Mobile Vet is a Full Service Mobile Veterinary Hospital
mmmmnnmmm Pets in Your Home.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

tion go to rmvet.net ﬁ
urfor an appomhnent call 540-454-5400

Reiss Mobile Vet
'iuil!mdhimbmg,

Hidnlabmnndm

mmmmm k examinations, voccinations,
mmhbmagwhm wﬁmvﬂmmﬁaﬁﬁew’v}m
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Photo
Of The
Month

Luna moth (Actias
luna) on Old Glory
at the home of
Drew Baab and
Sarah Huntington.
Photo by Sarah
Huntington.

JOIN THE SOLAR

HOME - BUSINESS - CUSTOM SOLAR !
CUTTING EDGE TECHNO

@5\ \NDEPENDENT
— unnmess SOLAR

N2 SO [__UTIONS

COME BY OUR OFFICE IN BLUEMONT AND

CHARGE YOUR EV AT OUR NEW
SOLAR POWERED CHARGING
STATION FOR FREE!

__ | 5 Reasons to Go Solar with ISS:

1. Lock in your electricity rates for the next 25 years.
The demand for power is going up — and the prices will too,
but if you're producing your own power with an 155 solar panel
system you won't have to worry.

2. Receive a 30% federal tax credit this year.

3. Solar energy is clean, abundant and renewable.

neighbors and improving our community is our #1 goal.

5. Solar power is cool -- use it to keep your house cool too ;)

£ iA 3 |8 Bluemont, VA20135

| 540-5794565

Info@independentSolarsolutions.com ey

CERTIFIED

4. 155 s a locally owned and operated company Helping our friends and

—THE BUSINESS CORNER-

Your Non-Mobile Website Is Costing You

- By B. Brandon Barker

The stats are real: 67 percent of people
are viewing your website for the first time
on a mobile device. For some potential
customers, it’s a huge inconvenience (and
sometimes a deal breaker) when they can’t
find your products or location from a few
taps on their phone. Almost 50 percent
of e-commerce activity is mobile, and an
increasing number of shoppers exclusively
shop on mobile devices.

What makes a website mobile-friendly?
In a nutshell, it needs to be readable and
clickable from a small, handheld screen — a
mobile phone or a tablet.

According to the Google Blog, a page is
eligible for the “mobile-friendly” label if it
meets the following criteria as detected by
Googlebot:

Avoids software that is not common on
mobile devices, like Flash;

Uses text that is readable without
zooming;

Sizes content to the screen so users don’t
have to scroll horizontally or zoom; and

Places links far enough apart so that the
correct one can be easily tapped.

Many websites built even just a
few years ago were not built using
“responsive design,” i.e. a design feature
that automatically adjusts your website
to fit smaller screens. Some sites have a

mobile version, but this is not the same
as responsive design, and is often a
lesser experience for the user. A mobile
version of your website is exactly that —
a different version of your website that
captures some, but usually not all, of your
content. Often, it is hosted or owned by
the website builder or hosting company
that provided it, and the website owners
don’t have as much creative control over
the design or features. A large percentage
of existing websites are not mobile-ready
at all. On a smaller device, they look
downright frightening.

This is why Google plans to start labeling
sites as “mobile-friendly” in search results.
This will give a little boost to those who
have gone to the trouble of updating their
sites, and on the flipside, demoting non-
mobile sites in search engine rankings.

How do you know if your site fits the bill?
Test it out on Google’s Mobile-Friendly
Tester at www.google.com/webmasters/tools/
mobile-friendly. If your site did not pass
the test, contact us at Mammoth Mobile,
540.272.1806, www.mammothundertakings.
com, info@mammothundertakings.com — and
we’ll get your site mobile-ready.

B. Brandon Barker is a digital marketer
based in Upperville, Virginia. His company,
Mammoth Undertakings, services clients
locally and around the country.

Mammoth
Undertakings

Your local web services company

- Web Design
- « Content Services
- « « Social Marketing

Brandon Barker, Owner

540-272-1806

info@mammothundertakings.com

mammothundertakings.com

IViessage
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Tri-State Revival

West Virginia, Maryland, Virginia
“Loving God and Neighbor Between the Hills”

Local Churches Present
Music, Message, Fellowship, Food, and Fun (Games)

August 14,2015 from 6PM to 9PM
“Loudoun County’s Neersville Community Center”

Virginia

R mm'mmammmmmm “'E'.-w"
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ﬂ‘huﬁse the One-Company;With s
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LANDSCAPING & EXCAVATING SERVIGES

* Mowing contracts # Edging * Mukhing * Gaiden Tilling * Seosanol Claanup * Seeding * Sadding * Fencing » Fance Moimlenance
* Ponds # Diivewnys @ Riding Amnas = Boboot, Loader ond Bockhoe Services

BULK MATERIAL IN STOCK

® Top Soil ® Mulch = Boulders = Driveway Stone = Fill Dirt

Live Game Fish for Stocking
Ponds and Lakes

Offering Over 32 Species of Fish!
Quality Fish at the Best Price. Catalog Upon Request,
Truck Dehvery or You Pick Up

-----

s*rs Hatchery Rd Inwuud wvzsus (304) 119 3654
www.lettsFishHatchery.com

For Produce and Farm Updates

Call (540) 338-6642 or visit
www.CrookedRunOrchard.com

Across from Harris Teeter Shopping Center on
Main Street Purcellville, right after the Traffic Circle
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Virginia Schools Earn Top Federal Rating For Special Education

Gov. Terry McAuliffe announced that Virginia’s public
schools earned the U.S. Department of Education’s highest
overall rating and achieved the second-highest score
for serving students with disabilities under the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

“In every school division in the commonwealth, there
are special educators who are committed to preparing all
students to succeed,’Governor McAuliffe said. “These
accomplishments are the result of their efforts, as well as
successful partnerships between the state and localities in
developing innovative programs to improve outcomes for
students with disabilities.”

The federal education department scores and rates states
annually on the participation and performance of students
with disabilities in state and national assessment programs
and on states’ progress in narrowing achievement gaps and
improving graduation rates. Virginia earned the maximum
number of possible points on 13 of the 14 indicators,
achieving a total score of 95.83.

Virginia is one of 21 states and territories earning a
“Meets Requirements” designation, the highest overall
rating on the 2015 IDEA report card.

Virginia fell short on an indicator that rates states on the
percentage of students with disabilities who graduate with

what the federal education department considers a “regular”
diploma, which, in Virginia, includes the Standard Diploma
and the Advanced Studies Diploma.

“The state Board of Education’s rigorous diploma
standards putthe commonwealth atadisadvantage compared
with states that do not set as high a bar,” Superintendent of
Public Instruction Steven R. Staples said. “We will address
this challenge by maintaining high standards for all students
while making sure that students with disabilities are able
to take advantage of appropriate alternative assessments
and accommodations as they work toward meeting their
diploma requirements.”

Zoning, continued from page 7

The Ultimate Restriction Is Not To Allow

Again, my fellow citizens, several members of the
Planning Commission and Town Council believe that our
current zoning ordinance does not restrict the building of
a big box store — a freestanding commercial use of 10,000
feet or greater — in the C| and C4 districts. As such, their
proposal is to allow this use in the Cl and C4 districts,
but with the added requirement of a Special Use Permit.
My issue with this is that if the Planning Commission is
genuinely seeking to restrict big box use in the C| and C4
districts, it should keep them as a not allowed use — not
an allowed use with the SUP requirement. The ultimate
restriction is not to allow — in accordance with the
citizens’ wishes and our Comprehensive Plan. To clarify
my point, | present in Figure | below two charts showing
which districts currently and might in the future allow for
a big box store:

EXISTING PROPOSED

DISTRICT WHERE ALLOWED DISTRICT WHERE ALLOWED

DISTRICT WHERE ALLOWED DISTRICT WHERE ALLOWED
BUT RESTRICTED BY SUP BUT RESTRICTED BY SUP

MC Cl C4 MC

DISTRICT WHERE DISTRICT WHERE

NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED
Cl C4 X IP  AC X IP  AC
R2 R3 R3A RT R2 R3 R3A RT
R8 RI5 PDH R8 RI5 PDH

Existing Use Language: Any other
permitted or permissible freestanding,
commercial use listed in section 7.2 of
10,000 square feet or greater.

Proposed Use Language:
Commercial uses > 10 square feet.

Figure |

The two charts in Figure | clearly show that the
proposed actions of the Planning Commission call for
allowing commercial use greater than 10,000 square feet
in the two districts where such a use was not permitted
before. This prompts me to ask the following questions:

I. Why is this action being proposed by the Planning
Commission?

2. What is the economic value of this proposal to
Purcellville?

3. Do citizens want “big box” use on 2lst Street and
Hirst Road?

4. Will the proposed arrangement favor developers to
the detriment of citizens?

5. Will the citizens lose the ability to negotiate with
developers from a position of strength, being that the use
will be allowed and restricted by a Special Use Permit?

6. Will the Planning Commission’s proposed actions
result in significant value to the owners of the below
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CI - Hirst Road

m C4 -2l st Street

properties (Figure 2), but of little value to Purcellville, since
the property can be sold at a higher premium when it is
zoned for commercial use of greater than 10,000 square
feet?

My Assessment of the Recent Zoning Use
Changes Citizen Input Sessions

The 3-day zoning use sessions held on July 7,8 & 9 were
successful in that the Planning Commission really enabled
our citizens to connect with what was being proposed, in
order to dissect and evaluate each of the suggested zoning
changes and provide substantive feedback in real time and/
or via email. My challenge is to gain a clear understanding
of how the actual zoning changes being proposed
are connected to Purcellville’s current economic and
community goals, if indeed it is all being done in response
to the Comprehensive Plan review of four years ago.

| do understand the confusion that the current format,
definitions, and verbose presentation of the zoning
ordinance generate from a citizen and business engagement
perspective. And, | believe that the substantial work the
Planning Commission has done in clarifying the definitions
— and presenting the districts and their uses in a matrix
format — addresses that confusion to a significant degree.
But, taking an almost evolutionary leap to change actual
uses leaves me baffled. | need to know why we took that
leap, and, again, its connection to the community’s goals
and business climate. The sweeping zoning changes being
proposed — including on the big box store issue — appear
to put the cart before the horse, or, as one of our citizens
aptly expressed it, “Throwing ingredients together and
hoping they will turn into a cake.”

To be specific and as an example, commercial uses of
more than 10,000 square feet were only allowed — and
via a SUP —in the MC district prior to the changes being
proposed. With the proposed changes, this use would
now be allowed in two additional districts via SUP — CI

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

and C4. The Planning Commission argument for this
proposed change is that the pharmacy use in Cl and the
retail use in C4 — with no stated limitation on square
footage — are tantamount to allowing big box use. |
disagree with that position for the simple reason that
if we ultimately want to restrict a use, we should not
allow it. Allowing it but with the SUP restriction defeats
the purpose. Even with the SUP restriction, this is a
significant change, and | remain unclear about why this
is being proposed.

Is there a strategic plan to change the face of Hirst
Road, and is there a lucrative economic opportunity
driving this change? Will allowing that use even with an
SUP in these two additional districts weaken our power
to negotiate the best terms for our community and its
environs in those two districts, as one of those districts
is adjacent to residential districts and areas while the
other is in the historic downtown section? Hopefully, this
further illustrates my continued concerns,and the Planning
Commission’s answers to the following four questions will
help me to better understand the underlying purpose of
the proposed use changes:

I. Do you believe that our current Comprehensive Plan
is an accurate expression of this community’s goals?

2. Do you believe the zoning changes being proposed
will enable us to execute those goals?

3. Do you have any quantitative or qualitative evidence
of the negative impacts the current 315 uses have had on
Purcellville’s citizens, businesses, town staff, and overall
economy, and if so, where is that data?

4.Was there any research conducted on the economic
and environmental impact of the proposed use changes on
Purcellville? If not, how would you respond to the citizens
who view these changes as solutions looking for problems
— or throwing ingredients together and hoping they will
turn into a cake?
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August 15 & 16

== WWV. GreatF allsDevelopment.com_ 9am-5pm

Rain or Shine

Bluegrass Music
& Juried Crafts

At the Lucketts & Antiques &

Community Center. Cloggers € Farming
Eight miles north of

Leesburg on Route 15. demonstrations &
Grape squeezing &

Wheatland

Sheep Dog Herding

& Reader’s Garden &
Pie contests and so

Seven houses clustered on 60 conserved acres
Adjacent to five organic farms
Hardiplank siding, standing seam roofs, hardwood floors
Designed and sited for optimum solar benefit
Two models, 1800 to 2000 square feet each
3-4BR 2-3BA
Options: Garage, garage/apartiment, cottage
Low $500s

10 miles from Brunswick, MD MARC train 703-771-5281  Freeparking « No Pets * No Alcohol
10 miles from Leesburg and Dulles Greenway

www.chalkfarmhamlet.com TheLuckettsFair.com
703.624.6283

much more!
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Remembering Mabel

Mabel, a chocolate Labrador, died today, Monday August
3 at the age of 14.

The cause of death was severe degenerative discs across
much of her back. Her vet told us she’d obviously been in
pain for months but didn’t let us know.

She lived with Sarah Huntington and Drew Babb in the
village of Lincoln. Her owner and best friend was Andrew
(Andy) Babb of Brooklyn, New York.

She was predeceased by boon companions Rebel
(a yellow Lab) and Basset Hounds Albert and Bruno.

Sarah maintained that Mabel was Eliza Doolittle to Albert’s
Henry Higgins and Rebel’s Colonel Pickering. (Indeed we
had all grown accustomed to her beautifully graying face.)

Her life was characterized by great zeal, an abundance
of affection, halitosis, and an appealing brand of
canine naughtiness.

Photo by Sarah Huntington

Her favorite things were taking long walks, eviscerating
an oddball collection of stuffed animals, and playing keep-
away with putrefied deer legs in the Quaker cemetery in
Lincoln.

Misadventures? She had afew. It is probably indelicate to
mention several chickens in the neighborhood that Mabel
“found.” Less felonious was scoring an uncooked steak

Continued on page 36

Student Earns Honors At National History Day Contest

After months of intensive J 2 )
research and success at the

regional and the Virginia
state competitions, Barrett
Harrington, a rising eighth
grade student at Loudoun |
Country Day  School
in Leesburg, presented [
her project at the annual |
Kenneth E. Behring
National History Day §
contest. The international
gathering was held at the
University of Maryland’s College
Park Campus from June 14-18. Her
hard work and dedication in creating
the website entry “Sir Nicholas
Winton: Humble Hero” earned Barrett
second place in the nation for the
Junior Individual Website Category.
“ I first learned about Sir Nicholas
Winton and his remarkable acts after
watching a “60 Minutes” segment
about him last Fall...when my history
teacher assigned us to create website
entries for the annual National
History Day competition with a
theme of “Leadership and Legacy in
History” 1 immediately knew who
I wanted to create a website about
- the person who saved six hundred

Barrett Harrington

and sixty-nine children
from the Holocaust,” said
Harrington.

“We are ecstatic for Bar-
rett and her remarkable
achievement in the Nation-
y al History Day competi-
tion,” said Randy Hollister,
headmaster of Loudoun
Country Day School. “She
il deserves tremendous credit

for her imagination, initia-

tive and the exceptional
quality of her documentary on Sir
Nicholas Winton. I also credit Mrs.
Megan Deneu, our seventh grade
World History teacher, for her guid-
ance for Barrett in the process. And
I commend Mr. Tim Beauchemin, as-
sistant headmaster and eighth grade
Civics teacher, for adding the National
History Day program and experience
to our middle school social studies
program 15 years ago.”

The theme for this year’s contest
was “Leadership and Legacy in
History.” Within her website entry
Barrett summarized her motivation for
researching Sir Winton as follows: Sir
Nicholas Winton has inspired people
around the world with the leadership

he demonstrated by saving children
during the Holocaust. He was aregular
person who had no special resources
or authority and yet he did not look
the other way when he saw people in
need. His legacy lives on through this
example he set for all of us. It also
lives on through the children he saved
and their descendants - an estimated
six thousand lives were affected by his
decision to take action. Sir Nicholas
Winton once said, “if something isn’t
blatantly impossible, there must be a
way of doing it.” And he did.

While conducting her research
Barrett’s interviews with three of
“Nicky’s Children” - as the survivors
are known — further motivated Barrett
to produce a website that would inspire
others as well as make her interviewees
proud. She said she was excited and
surprised to be recognized at the awards
ceremony as the competition in her
category included 97 other projects
representing the top entries from all
50 states, the District of Columbia,
American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico
and international schools in Central
America, China, Korea and South Asia.

Barrett’s website entry may be
viewed at: http://www.17359276.com
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Middleburg Fire
Department Transitions
From Volunteers To
Career Personnel

Chaplain Charles Wallace, president of the
Middleburg Volunteer Fire Department, announced
that the department has officially restructured its
protocol for first responders and has transitioned from a
volunteer force to career (paid) personnel, to be owned
and run by Loudoun County.

“We are very sad to have to make this transition, but
I believe that this is a sign of our times,” Wallace said.
“We have struggled for the past two years to find and
retain volunteers and, unlike years past, people have
very busy lives and are no longer able to commit to
the many hours that are necessary to be a volunteer.
After careful consideration, and trying unsuccessfully
to recruit volunteers, we realize that we are not able
to fulfill county and state requirements to continue
as a volunteer company. The transition has been
seamless and the community will continue to receive
the exceptional service and response that has always
been given.”

For more than 79 years, Middleburg has operated a
volunteer fire department with a roster of more than 35
volunteers, sometimes as many as 60. “The volunteer
fire department was a significant part of living in a small
town,” said Wallace, who has served as a volunteer for
the past 18 years.

“Working as a volunteer for the community, we knew
a lot about many of the residents and could respond
to a call with some knowledge as to what conditions
might be when we arrived. I think it was comforting
for residents to see people they knew,” added Edward
“Snooks” Swain, past president and fire chief with
more than 60 years of volunteer service. “I am very
disappointed to have to give up our volunteer status
after having been involved with this fire department for
more than 60 years. It has been an honor to have been
able to serve the community.”

Wallace recounts many missed meals, family
birthdays, anniversaries and holidays due to his
volunteering. “That volunteer call could go out at any
moment and the volunteers had to be ready,” Wallace
said. He also mentioned times when he ran or drove
somewhere to catch up with the fire truck or ambulance
— including once when he was shopping at Safeway
in downtown Middleburg when the volunteer siren
suddenly went off. He managed to pay for his groceries
and run out of the store to hail the ambulance as it was
passing through town. “There were many times when
we would pick up firefighters or EMTs (emergency
medical technicians) along the way.”

“QOver the years, the dedication of our fire and rescue
volunteers has been amazing,” said Mayor Betsy
Davis, who has also served as a volunteer. “I remember
many years of volunteers serving our community and
going above-and-beyond the call of duty, sometimes
risking their lives. It saddens me that we won’t have
volunteer fire and rescue services anymore but this
is happening in small towns all across the country.”
Loudoun County Fire Chief Keith Brower, Jr. has been
very understanding and accommodating to the few
remaining volunteers. “He understands that this is
emotional for us,” Wallace said.
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What’s For Dinner? ... A Turkey Casserole For You And Your Pooch

Zach Vogt Joins USA Pavilion -
Milan Expo As Student Ambassador

As part of the United States’ presence at the in the
Milan Expo 2015, the U.S. Department of State is
proud to announce that Zach Vogt of Purcellville is
representing the United States at the USA Pavilion in
Milan, Italy this summer.

Vogt is one of 120 multilingual Student Ambassadors
chosen from 1,000 applicants to serve as on-the-ground
representatives for the USA Pavilion at the world’s
fair in Milan. After completing an intensive training
program, he has been based at our pavilion, greeting
and interacting with visitors, including First Lady
Michelle Obama as well as top government officials,
corporate executives, and other guests from around the
globe.

With the theme “American Food 2.0: United to Feed
the Planet,” the USA Pavilion showcases American
leadership in finding solutions to the challenge
of feeding a growing population sustainably and
nutritiously. Twenty million visitors from around the
world are expected at Expo Milan during its six-month

— By Lisa Wasson And Andrea Gaines

As we celebrate the dog days of August, we look to
foods that are as tasty and nutritious for us humans as
they are for the family dog.

Here’s a fun one — turkey casserole with rice and
veggies. Save it for a special occasion ... like your
dog’s birthday, or any time you want to remind your
dog how much your love them.

You’ll notice here that we skipped the onions — and
the salt — both ingredients of which are a no-no for
dogs. We also went light on the dairy. Feel free to add
some onion powder, a dash of salt and/or a little more
cheese to your portion of the dish ...

Ingredients:

1 cup ground turkey —

browned and thoroughly cooked
1 cup cooked brown rice

1/3 cup cooked green beans

run. Student Ambassadors, from 35 states and 96
universities and speaking a total of 28 languages, help 1/4 cup shredded carrots Remove from the oven and let cool completely before
put a living face on the experience visitors receive at legg serving to your dog.

the USA Pavilion.

Vogt is one of 60 Student Ambassadors in the
first wave of the program, participating in the May
1 opening and working through July 31 at the USA
Pavilion. A second group of 60 students will serve
from August 1 through the end of the Expo October 31.

1 tablespoon plain greek yogurt
1 tablespoon mozzarella cheese

Directions:

Combine all ingredients together and transfer to
two small baking dishes ... or one larger one if you
are sharing. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 35 minutes.

About Andrea & Lisa: Andrea and Lisa are cousins
who grew up on Long Island together. Andrea is a well-
known writer for the Blue Ridge Leader & Loudoun
Today. Lisa is a private chef who has been making
people’s mouths water ever since she started baking
fresh muffins for her office mates in New York City.
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Mucho Gusto in Concert
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Franklin Park Arts Center
Go Out Without Going Far!

36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132

THE MUSIC OF SIMON & GARFUNKEL Saturday, Augu
Swearingen & Kelli recreate the music of the most famous folk-rock duo of our time, Simon and Garfunkel. Tewo voices in perfect
harmony balanced against one acoustic guitar delivers a true tribute to the sound of the 1960's.
Tickets: $20 All Seats, Reserved Seating

www.franklinparkartscenter.org

Saturday, August 8, 2015 8:00PM

# b & & ® B & & B

These accomplished local legends perform festive dance music from cultures near and far, old and new,
with zest and gusto. Their repertoire ranges from Cajun to Quebecois, Galician to Venezuelan, Irish to
Appalachian, and includes vocals by WAMMIE winner Pat Egan and originals by fiddler Sam Morgan.
ickets: $15 Adults, $10 Seniors/Students, Free to kids under 10. Call to Reserve 540-338-7973
L]
* TANABATA: A Japanese Celebration Last Ham Standing Comedy Improv & NEW! Gallery
: 8/7 6:00 - 8:30PM 8/14 8:00PM Coffeehouses
. Register on Webtrac or call 540-338-7973 Tickets: $12 Adult, 510 Seniors, $8 Child An Impromptu Evening with Ike
. 36370001 $10 per person, ages 2+ Visit www lastham.com 8/2 6:30PM
o 463700-02 $35, family groups of 4 or more people mmm Througt
. . e Woods
: Beale Street Puppets: Out of Orbit Piedmont Arts presents: Bring It On!  s/9 s30pm
8/12 10:00AM 8/20 & 21 7:30PM, “ﬁ S}{';; Campbell
ekt $5 AT Sesty 22 230PM & 7:30eM BRL S
Call 540-338-7973 to Reserve Tickets: $12 All Seats Y‘t “ 8/30 6:30PM
Visit www.piearls.org bt Tickets: $8 per person
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A.J. Bourscheid
Baseball, continued from page 1

their mark. Over the weekend of August
4-9 they will host and participate in the
American legion’s Mid-Atlantic Regional
Baseball Tournament at Fireman’s Field in
Purcellville.

In the 2013 season, Post 34 claimed
second place in a District Tournament.

In the 2014 season, they grabbed two
games in the state tournament — playing
three extra inning games of 12, 10, and 11 —
and placed in the final four of the eight best
teams in Virginia.

The American Legion Post 34 team
manager is James Grenier. Post 34’s
coaching team includes Daniel Gershen, Ian
Roberts, Andrew Creamer, Josh Martin, and
Brady Kaplan, with Matt Irish returning.

The team’s roster includes P. Carty (3rd
base), A.J. Bourscheid (center field), C.
Eberhart (left field), Z. Costello (catcher),

15 — G. Buscavage

JJ. York (pitcher), J. Degroat (pitcher),
G. Buscavage (lst base), J. Cunningham
(shortstop), C. Eck (pitcher), T. Holdredge
(pitcher), J. Howard (shortstop), N. Leming
(pitcher),

K.Meyer (2nd base), M. Robst (left field),
S. Urban (center field), K. Wallenstrom (3rd
base), C. Mcdowell (pitcher) and K. Bowles
(center field).

More than one-half of Major League
Baseball’s American-born players played
American Legion baseball. American Legion
is the who’s who of the major leagues —
including Sparky Anderson, Dusty Baker,
Johnny Bench, Ted Williams and more.

Good luck to the American Legion Post
34 Leesburg Rangers — hit it out of the park!

For more information and an up-to-date
game schedule go to www.leaguelineup.
com/post34leesburg.

More Than A GPA

— By Mary Rose Lunde

In school we are measured in
every way based on a number
system from a point scale resulting
in grades then translated into a
GPA that can’t be easily fixed in
just one semester. Students are
forced to think that all they have
to achieve is just an A in one class
that could influence their future job. School
is getting harder and harder with each
passing year. The pressure to get straight
A’s is at its upmost high with an emphasis
that if you aren’t at the top you won’t be
successful. This could not be more false.
If anything, it is a complete misconception
of the truth; anyone can be successful no
matter what grades.

High school students have a high
competition since they have to follow
specific guidelines to what classes they
have to take and what is an acceptable grade
for their classes. It is indeed frustrating
because you are expected to be the best
of the best in any non-advanced classes
which are known as GPA boosting classes.
These are most commonly known as the
“non-academic” classes which can actually
require more work from the student then
some advanced classes.

It is frustrating because of the weighted
classes that students take. With AP classes
requiring countless hours of work and the idea
that C’s are acceptable since they’re supposed
to be college level classes (actually they can
be worse than college classes), it is hard
to maintain grades. With grades ultimately
leading up to the big GPA for college
admittance and valedictorian definition it’s a
wonder how students feel about their classes
and acceptable grades. The A is no longer
attainable and a B+ isn’t acceptable, so what

are students supposed to do?

Getting into college seems to
be the biggest importance to most
high school students, whether they
acknowledge it or not. With GPA
at the biggest point it’s a wonder
that most students get into college
since GPA is a big indicator. But
what students don’t realize is that
they are more than a GPA. In high school
it seems that GPA and sports are the biggest
thing. It seems to me that there are three
things colleges look at when students apply:
GPA and SAT/ACT score, extracurricular
activities, and  general  personality.
Unfortunately, most high school students
only follow through on one or two of
these factors rather than creating a balance
between the three.

Personally, it seems that most students
won’t realize that they are more than just a
GPA until they reach college. Itis frustrating
to think about this because people are
complex and should not be considered just a
number. In college students get the freedom
to balance their schedules with whatever
they want in respect to their classes.
They have freedom to find themselves
and discover for themselves that they are
indeed more than just their GPA. The
reality is that most of the time GPA doesn’t
determine a person’s job in the future. Yes,
it helps get into graduate and professional
programs, but it does not guarantee a job
in the foreseeable future. Understanding
this is key to a happy future. GPA’s may
be important but always remember that you
are more than just your GPA.

Mary Rose Lunde is a rising sophomore
at Virginia Tech who values happiness over
her GPA. She is looking forward to the
beginning of the semester.

Dlnosaurs, urassic World, And Liberalism

— By Nicholas Reid

If there was anything that
you might have thought was
immune from the ever-increasing
aggressiveness of the American
left, you might think of the
dinosaurs. Unfortunately this
is not the case. Liberalism has
stained dinosaurs just as it has stained so
many other aspects of American life.

One recent example of this was the
attacks on the Smithsonian’s Natural
History Museum for accepting money from
David H. Koch in order to fund a much
needed renovation of the Smithsonian’s
dinosaur hall in turn for the new hall being
named after him. Koch’s money (about
$35 million) will transform the fossil
wing of the museum from a poorly lighted
space with mopey-looking dinosaurs
dragging their tails around the floor to

a much more vibrant, well-lit
space. Despite this, a group of
scientists developed a petition
to the museum, urging them to
retract their support from Koch,
describing him and his brother

s “those who profit from fossil
fuels or fund lobby groups that
misrepresent climate science.”

Now, what exists here in this petition is
a disconnect from reality. Without Koch’s
money, the renovation of the Dinosaur Hall
would never have happened, nor would the
construction of the Human Origins hall at
the Smithsonian. In fact, no science can
happen without a wealthy financial backer
providing support to the scientists. Lab
equipment and field expeditions cost
money.

Additionally, the writers of the petition
perpetuate the myth of global warming
(yes, it is a myth). It is almost predictable

that, when trying to destroy a conservative
who happens to be in the energy business,
the specter of climate change emerges
from the shadows. What is absurd is that
people like Koch and others who doubt
global warming are derided as being “anti-
science” by the left. Anti-science. I smell
the sour smell of hypocrisy in this. The left
calls conservatives “anti-science” for justly
doubting global warming and the policies
the left desires to enact because of it and then
turns around and denies the science of human
pregnancy, claiming that a baby is not alive
until it leaves the womb (in order to justify
abortion). In fact, the science now supports
the conservatives on climate change, with a
team of British scientists, quoted in the UK
Daily Mail, claim that the earth will enter a
mini Ice Age because of decreased sunspot
activity from 2020 to 2030. And, all of this
nonsense just because a Koch brother wanted
to support dinosaur science.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

On another front, the dinosaur themed
movie Jurassic World was decried by
reviewers across the nation as being sexist
because of the character played by Bryce
Dallas Howard. If that is true, then we
are all horrible sexists. Jurassic World has
become the quickest movie to earn $1 billion
globally. This is largely because the general
public saw the movie as it really was, an
innocuous dinosaur-fest, not a deliberately
sexist film designed to oppress women.
Thankfully, people still have common sense.

Nicholas Reid recently graduated from high
school in Loudoun County and is planning to
study geology at the South Dakota School
of Mines in the fall. In high school he was
a ranking member of the Debate Club and
selected to the National Honor Society.
He is the grandson of writer Dr. Johanna
LaFiandra and conservative columnist Joe
LaFiandra.
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What It Means To Be A Man

— By Samuel Moore-Sobel

As I have gotten older I have noticed that there are more
and more young men who ask me for advice. To me it seems
silly — I am often not much older than the person asking,
so what impactful words can I impart? Yet this year I have
begun a tradition that I hope will continue for years to come.
With the recent batch of graduations and birthdays, I found
myself writing letters. In last month’s column I detailed how
my parents had asked mentors to write letters to me that were
compiled into a wisdom book on my behalf when I turned 18. This year I
decided it was time to give back to those who ask for advice, and start writing
letters filled with humble yet heartfelt words.

There is a crisis facing masculinity that exists in this country. Maria Shriver
and Jennifer Siebel Newsom shed light on this very crisis. According to an
article they wrote in Time, boys have a higher expulsion rate from school than
girls. In addition, young men make up only 43 percent of students pursuing
higher education. Shriver and Newsom continue by saying that, “violent crime,
binge drinking, and drugs are all activities that men are more likely to engage in
than women. Male campus sexual assault is commonplace, and mass shootings
involving boys and men have become an epidemic. Jails are packed to the
rafters with men. And, men commit 79 percent of all suicides in the United
States.”

After reading these sobering facts, it forced me to reexamine the most
important qualities for a man to possess. Some of these ideas made it into the
letters I have written over the last few months. There are a few overarching
qualities that I think every man should possess based on my own opinions
shaped by insights gained along my journey. I offer advice with the caveat that
it is based largely off of my own experience, as there are certain qualities that
have sustained me during my brief foray into adulthood. Keep in my mind that
these themes are not absolutes, and there are many other important qualities that
I do not have room to share in this small space.

The bedrock of a man’s character rest’s on his ability to remain humble.
Humility can be very hard to come by in our world today. Pride is undoubtedly
celebrated in our culture. We are taught to post all of our successes on
Facebook, build our brand on LinkedIn, and constantly brag about our
accomplishments in our texts. Yet in my mind being a man means putting
others first, and approaching life with a certain and necessary dose of humility.
Instead of flaunting success, listening to others and helping out when needed. It
means putting the needs of family and friends before his own, and realizing that
there are far more impressive people who exist in this world than himself. This
is a bit of advice that I admittedly struggle with, and I try my best to live a life
of authenticity instead of trying to appear better than I really am.

Being a man also requires a certain level of strength. I am not talking about
physical strength, although that is important too. I mean being strong enough
to stand firm in the face of the storm. There are times in life that are filled with
great adversity, and there will be moments when everyone wonders whether or
not they will come out the other side. It is important to have that strength so
that in times of great struggle one remembers who they are.

Shriver and Newsom also make the case that boys are taught “sex over love.”
I have spent enough time in locker rooms to know that teenagers and young
adults (especially men) are encouraged to get as many notches on their bedpost
as they can in order to prove their manhood.

Yet this does not prove you are a man. Being a man is having the courage
to love someone else so completely that you are willing to do anything for
them. Being a true man is putting the needs of his partner first and appreciating
her for more than just what she can do for him. There is a crisis of love and
commitment in today’s world, especially among millennials. Being a true man
is having the courage to love instead of fleeing at the first feeling of discomfort
or the first sign of adversity.

I am not a perfect man. I have plenty of failings just like anyone else. Yet
failings can serve as important lessons for others to learn from. My hope is
that men everywhere will choose to use both their successes and failures in
mentoring those around them. My mother has always said that “men become
men in the presence of men.” Everyone has a story and everyone has something
to offer. So help stem the tide of the crisis brewing on the horizon and choose
to make an impact in the lives of young men around you.

MOORE-SOBEL

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a senior at George Mason University and is majoring in
government and international politics.

50th LVHS Combined Reunion Sept. 18, 19 & 20

— By Andrea Gaines

“We’ll be catching up, reminiscing, and going
back to a more simple time. A time when we
were a little more carefree.”

So promises event organizer Judy Arbogast
Fisher in describing the upcoming 50th Loudoun
Valley High School Combined Reunion, to be
held over three days in September.

The Friday, Saturday and Sunday event will
celebrate the high school’s three original classes
of 1964, 1965 and 1966. Highlights of the three-
day extravaganza include a golf outing on Friday
morning at the Loudoun Golf & Country Club in
Purcellville, a Friday night break-the-ice mixer
at the Beautiful South restaurant in Hamilton, a
Saturday night dinner dance and a catered BBQ
picnic on Sunday at Franklin Park. A tour of today’s
Loudoun Valley High School is another of the
festivities planned for Sunday. “Loudoun Valley
has doubled in size in the years since we attended
the school,” said Fisher. “When I attended we had
no cafeteria — we’d bring brown bag lunches to
school. We had no auditorium and the gym was not
yet completed. People will love to tour the current
high school and see how far it has come.”

It is estimated that approximately 200 alumni
will be present at each major event. Organizers
are also hard at work putting finishing touches
on a mini year book that will provide updates
on the individuals who made up each class — a
keepsake that all attendees will be able to take
home with them.

Previous reunions were held every five years, and
later, every 10 years. The combined 50th reunion
will be the last for the high school’s original three
classes. Said Fisher, “In our earlier reunions we
talked about getting married and having babies,
about our careers and growing families. Then
the topics switched to our health and our grand
children, our grey hair and the pounds we’d put on.
This combined 50th reunion promises to be just as
— if not more special — for everyone.”

Key LVHS reunion organizers and contributors
include Fisher, Currell Piggott, Sunny Hoetzel,
Nancy Hummer, Hank Legner, Diana Taplin,
Margaret Yowell and Sheila Gould.

Individuals seeking more information about
the 50th LVHS Combined Reunion can contact
Fisher at mommyfisher@aol.com (703-777-
3156), or go to www.dftaplin.wix.com/lvhs-
class-reunion.com.

Conflict of Interest, continued from page 7
for one of the parties that has a substantial
financial interest in Vineyard Square, meaning that,
Zimmerman would, in effect, serve as the attorney
for a Vineyard Square investor and a member of
the BZA as it heard Stover’s legal challenge.

During his interview for the post,in responding
to a question from town council member Karen
Jimmerson about “Having close relationships
with developers, people in land use” while
Zimmerman noted at the time that “obviously
if I've represented that party any time in the
recent time, | would recuse myself ...“ he did not
mention the Vineyard Square connection and
his representation of one of the note holders,
accepting the BZA post anyway.

Zimmerman went on to remove himself as
representative of one of the Vineyard Square
note holders — but only after the attorney
confirmed it was a conflict of interest.

In another appeal to the BZA, Rogan, Miller,
Zimmerman, PLLC is the legal representative
of James Alfred and Barbara T. Mason for a
commercial occupancy permit on behalf of
Green Acres. Zimmerman was required to
recuse himself on this appeal as well.

Serving Two Masters

As reported in a recent Blue Ridge Leader,
Town Council member Patrick McConville
has served the town of Purcellville for many
years. However, McConville recently accepted a
position at Bowman Consulting, a company with
several major development projects/proposals
under consideration by the Purcellville Planning
Commission and Town Council, including the
Purcellville Crossroads annexation, Vineyard
Square, the Cottages at 32™ Street, and the 262-
unit residential Autumn Hill Mayfair development
to name a few.

We reprint Mr. McConville’s recent financial
disclosure letter in full:

“On tonight’s agenda is a report from the
Town’s Community Development Department
regarding the Purcellville Crossroads Annexation
application, for which the applicant is Pleasants

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Kline, LLC, and an item concerning approval
of the Meter Size and Availability Fees for the
Vineyard Square project, for which the applicant
is Chapman Group LC.

As | announced at our Council meeting on June
9,2015, | have accepted full-time employment

as a Land Survey Technician with Bowman
Consulting Group.Bowman provides engineering

and consulting services, which may include
survey work, to Pleasants Kline LLC concerning
the  Purcellville  Crossroads  Annexation
application, and to Chapman Group LC,
concerning the Vineyard Square Project.

Because of my position as a Member of Town
Council, | do not, and will not, personally work
on the Purcellville Crossroads Annexation
application or the Vineyard Square application,
nor will | work for Bowman on any project
within the jurisdictional limits of the Town of
Purcellville.

I am fully committed first and foremost to
serving the interests of the citizens of Purcellville.
| am confident in my ability to participate fairly,
objectively, and in the public interest in the

Purcellville Crossroads Annexation application
and the Vineyard Square application, as well as

in other land development applications for which
Bowman provides its consulting services. For these
reasons, | plan to participate as a Council Member
in those discussions and decisions.

Thank you.”

Who Is Representing The Citizens?

Small town politics is bound to involve elected
officials, neighbors and business owners who
know each other, work together, and do their
part to weigh in on the big-picture issues facing
the community’s future.

But, at some point, the process needs to be
opened up. At some point the playing filed needs
to be leveled so that everyone’s interests are
defended.

Purcellville is at a crossroads with respect
to how get out of the special interests trap.
Citizens need to be given the power to take
their community back.
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— By Andrea Gaines

“I feel a little sadness when I finish a restoration job,”
says Billy Thompson, “and I notice that the car’s owners
often feel it, too. We have the finished car we wanted, but
an interesting and enjoyable experience — the process of
getting to that stage — is over.”

Thompson and his father W.R., are the third and fourth
generation owners of White Post Restorations, a classic
car restoration company in White Post, Virginia, a small
community near the intersection of Rt. 50 heading west
from Upperville, and Rt. 340 heading south from Berryville.

In talking to Thompson you come to realize that car
restoration is an art, with as much love and reverence
invested in the vehicle, as a master painter would invest in
his canvas. As the White Post Restorations website notes
— and it is simply impossible to say it better — “A properly
restored, classic automobile is a feast for the senses. The
lustrous glow of hand-buffed finishes, gleaming chrome
detailing, the hum of finely tuned machinery, the rich blend
of fragrances ... oiled leather and waxed hardwoods, a
symphony of perfection ..”

Thompson’s restoration business serves people from all
over the country and, indeed, all over the world. But, this
is not just a rich guy’s paradise. As their website notes,
automobiles arrive at White Post Restorations from money
moguls, movie stars, diplomats, dignitaries and “the guy
next door.” In other words, the common denominator here
is not the amount of money you have, but an abiding love
of old cars.

The artistry of old car restoration is not just about
tuning the engine and doing a little detail work. These are
precious, finely engineered, handcrafted machines we are
talking about.

In a total restoration, the car is completely disassembled.
Pieces of the body — hoods, fenders, doors, windshields,

A 1961 Mercedes Benz 190B named “Sadie”

ARTIST’S PROFILE

WHITE POST RESTORATIONS — THE ART OF BRINGING
SPECTACULAR AUTOMOBILES BACK ToO LIFE

in McPherson, Kansas, the only school in the country to
provide a bachelor’s degree in Restoration Technology.

White Post Restorations’ original business was a
feed store and farm machinery repair shop started by
Thompson’s great grandfather. But, the love of old cars
— cultivated by generation after generation in the family —
stuck a cord and stuck. And, so White Post Restorations
| was born and endures to this day.

Just about every kind of car has come through here: a
1930 Willy Whippet, a 1922 Buick, a 1967 Jaguar, a 1934

~ | Jaguar, a 1960 Chrysler, a 1962 Dodge and Rolls-Royces,

Packards and Duesenbergs — just to name a few.
As Thompson describes it, restoring old cars is a

1952 Cunningham C-3
trunks — are brought back to their original state through de-
rusting, sanding, painting and polishing. Seats get new
springs and new and/or restored upholstery — with everything
painstakingly cared for. Engines and wheels and dashboards
get the royal treatment, as do all manner of little things ...
including door handles, gear shifts, rugs, mirrors, buttons,
switches, trim — and yes, the glove box. Thompson has
recruited many members of his staff from McPherson College

o AELNG

generational kind of thing, with today’s car lover restoring
their parents’ fleet of cars, just like that generation had

| done before them.

Thompson owns many classic cars of his own, including

| the 1963 Corvette his parents “got married in,” a 1970 Trans

Am and a 1950 Ford pickup. He is also busy tracking down
an old Model A that he rode in as a kid; the vehicle that

L
/| was used to cart things around at the family business. “I

used to ride in it every day,” said Thompson, “I’ve traced it
through about 6 different bills of sale and may have found
it in Michigan. I hope to buy it back one day.”

On August 29, in partnership with the Clarke County
Historical Association, White Post Restorations will host
White Post Celebrates 75 — a community-based event
featuring hot air balloon rides, a car show, scavenger
hunts, great food and tours of the facility with a hands-
on look at car restoration. A similar event was kicked-off
by Thompson’s grandfather in the 1980’s and attracted
thousands of people. It’s big!

Don’t miss the event, or the chance to spend a great
afternoon in the quaint village of White Post and see the
beautiful artistry of White Post restorations. Drink in the
smells and gleaming finishes and romance of it all. Go!

Thompson in his 1963 Corvette Stingray with his dog, Wyatt.
The Stingray belonged to Thompson’s father.

This 1934 Jaguar SS-1 Saloon its class, Sports Cars (1930-1939) at
the 2012 Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, one of the most highly
respected car shows in the nation.
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NEWS

S 2015 Whitehouse Christmas Ornament

The Lovettsville Lions Club, the only source for all of the Whitehouse Ornaments in
Loudoun County, now has the 2015 ornament as well as a supply of all the past ornaments
available for purchase now. Email royrsumner@hotmail.com.

© Lovettsville Food Bank

Donations are accepted year-round at Town Hall, 6 E. Pennsylvania Ave., during normal
business hours and before town meetings. The following items are always needed:

Pancake mix and syrup. Canned vegetables (particularly potatoes, beets, carrots, peas,

carrots and greens). Canned chicken, tuna and Spam (low sodium/lite). Rice, pasta and
spaghetti sauce. Canned fruit, granola breakfast bars, peanut butter and jelly and child
friendly juices. Pet food, especially dog food. Paper goods.

& Humane Society of Loudoun County

The Humane Society of Loudoun County seeks barns and stables for healthy, sterilized barn
cats. The cats are semi-wild ferals. They need to live at a farm, horse stable, warehouse, or
other suitable outdoor location.Veterinarian care has been given (sterilization, rabies, and

exam, etc.) No adoption fee will be assessed. After a short period of secure confinement,

the cats will accept their new home.They will help keep rodents away from grain and food
storage areas. Contact helpanimals@humaneloudoun.org.

ONGOING EVENTS

& Saturdays from 10 a.m. to | p.m. Lovettsville Cooperative
Market’s outdoor farm market. On the green space behind Andy’s restaurant

in downtown Lovettsville. The farm market features locally grown and sourced fresh fruits,

vegetables, lamb, chicken, eggs, baked goods, coffee, maple syrup, elderberry products and
other products.

& Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Purcellville Town Market outside
the Purcellville Marketplace, 130 East Main Street.

& Wednesdays, fourth annual summer of free movie and skate
nights at Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink. Movies start at 7 p.m., and roller skating starts
around 8:30 p.m. (after the movie has ended) and ends at 10 p.m. Go to http://www.

bushtabernacle.com/movies for more information. August movies:Aug. 5 Toy Story 3,Aug.

12 Monsters University, Aug. |9 Into the Woods,Aug 26 Big Hero 6

AUGUST EVENTS

3 Aug. 6, Thursday, Loudoun County Master Gardeners monthly lecture

series,“Who Invited You? Dealing with Stink Bugs and Other Invasive Pests” from 7-8 p.m.

At the Wells Fargo Bank Building/VCE Office, 30 Catoctin Circle SE in Leesburg.

% Aug. 8, Saturday, Ronnie Milsap performs at Hollywood Casino at 8 p.m.

www.hollywoodcasinocharlestown.com

& Aug. 14, Friday, Lovettsville Movies on the Green series. Cinderella is
the free movie. It starts at dusk on the Town Green.

& Aug. 8, Saturday, join the Lovettsville Co-op Market at 2 p.m. and learn to can

your own organic chicken broth. Workshop Cost: $12.50 members/$15 non-members.

Preregistration/payment is required. Limit 10 per class. Go to http://www.lovettsville-

grocery.com.

3 Aug. 9, Sunday,traditional afternoon tea at Oatlands. In the historic

Carriage House from [-3 p.m. at 20850 Oatlands Plantation Lane in Leesburg. Cost is

$28.95. Call 703-777-3174 to make a reservation.

& Aug. 21, Friday, Creedence Clearwater Revisited performs at Hollywood
Casino at 9 p.m. www.hollywoodcasinocharlestown.com

Seussical at

Franklin Park
Arts Center

Hannah Allison, left, and Jena McDonald, right,

are two of the performers in Seussical, directed by
Karlah Louis of Mail Street Theater Productions,
Inc. in Purcellville. Hannah helped run crew for
Karlah’s summer Camp Aristocrats, and Jena is Mrs.
Mayor in Seussical. The performance was July 29 —
July 31 at Franklin Park Arts Center. Stay tuned for
Main Street’s performance in October, The Wizard of
Oz, also at the Franklin Park Arts Center

~
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On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

2015 CSA
\ Memberships
\ -———Stlll Available

From Lost Corner Farm,
Quarter Branch Farm, Spring
House Farm and others.

Visit loudounfarms.org/csa

CARVER CENTER JULY EVENTS

The Carver Center is at 200 Willie Palmer Way in Purcellville.
Call 571-258-3400 to sign up for the following programs.

Aug. 6, Thursday

Annual Spelling Bee - Preliminary Round from 12:30-2 p.m. For ages 55 and older.

Aug. 12, Wednesday

Fall Class and Activity Registration for Seniors from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Registration
Day for all PRCS fall trips, classes and activities.

Aug. 12, Wednesday

Excursion with Ken - Wilson’s Wild Animal Park from 12-2:30 p.m. Non-
members pay a $2 drop-in fee. For ages 55 and older.

Aug. 13, Thursday from 4-8 p.m.

Summer Supper Club goes to Alexander’s in Buckeystown, Md. Transportation
costs $6. Call 571-258-3400 to register.

Aug. 19, Wednesday

Big Bad Drama Company Presents A Simple Task by Alan Haehnel from 12:30-
2 p.m. Free, but school supply donations accepted. For all ages.

Aug. 19, Wednesday

Lunch Bunch from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to the Cheesecake Factory in Sterling.
Transportation cost is $4. For ages 55 and older. Call 571-258-3400 to register.

Autumn Vegetable Gardening

Cool season crops are just around the corner. Learn how to grow and harvest
fresh and healthy fall vegetables all through autumn. At our Demonstration Garden,
experienced Master Gardeners show how to keep your garden growing for another
season. Bring a folding chair. Free. http://loudouncountymastergardeners.org/

Demonstration Garden at Ida Lee Park
Ida Lee Drive Northwest, Leesburg, VA 20176
703.771.5150
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MOM’S APPLE PIE HILL HIGH

35246 HARRY BYRD HIGHWAY, SUITE 120

ROUND HILL, VA 20141
540.338.1800

MOM’S APPLE PIE BAKERY LEESBURG
220 LOUDOUN ST SE, LEESBURG, VA 20175
703.771.8590

MOMSAPPLEPIECO.COM

Wild Loudoun

Dragonflies — To See Is To Believe

— By Andrea Gaines

Shadow Darner. Unicorn
Clubtail. Black Shouldered
Spinyleg. Blue Dasher. Eb-
ony Jewelwing. Calico Pen-
nant. Sanddragon.

Their names conger up
some magical place inhab-
ited by devils and demons,
elegant queens, daring lov-
ers — creatures you would
need to see with your own
eyes to believe really existed.

But, each of these, including the Calico
Pennant, is actually one of the most common
and numerous insects with which we share
our Wild Loudoun world. Dragonflies.

The dragonflies of Loudoun County, some
80 or so in all, are grouped under seven cat-
egories — including Darners, Clubtails, Spik-
etails, Cruisers, Emeralds, Skimmers and
the related Damselflies.

As these terms suggest, each group has
some special characteristics. Clubtails, for ex-
ample, have a club-like widening at the end of
the abdomen, and females in the Skimmer cat-
egory, which includes the Calico Pennant, can
be seen dipping the end of their abdomen into
the water while they release their eggs.

Dragonflies are different from the related
insect group known as damselflies. Dragon-
flies are zippy, agile fliers and have a heftier
build. And, in most, the wings are held flat
and away from the body. Damselflies have
a weaker, flutterier pattern to their flight, are
smaller, and hold their wings folded atop or
alongside their body when at rest.

Dragonflies, while small in the natural
scheme of things, are true predators with

specific territories and
keen hunting instincts.
They are found on every
continent except Antarc-
tica, a sign of the success
of the individual species
that make up this insect
group. Fossil records of
a dragonfly ancestor that
lived some 325 million
years ago show one with
a wingspan of 30 inches —
some 2-1/2 feet.

Masters at flight, dragonflies can propel
themselves in any direction — upward, down-
ward, forward, back, to the left and to the right
— with the forewings and hindwings working
seamlessly together to get the insect where it
needs to go, to catch what it wants to eat, and,
in the case of the males, to catch up to the fe-
male with which it wants to mate.

The key to conservation success with
dragonflies lies in the protection of their
habitat, including the wet and watery habi-
tats upon which so many dragonflies in
Loudoun County depend. Pollution control
relative to water quality is of also a concern,
as is pesticide and fertilizer use. Most drag-
onflies spend the majority of their lives of
months or even years underwater in an egg
or larval (nymph) stage, eating aquatic in-
sects such as mosquito larvaec and other
aquatic life, such as tadpoles.

To see a dragonfly up close is to see the
absolute wonder, impossibility, and charm of
nature. Shadow Darner. Unicorn Clubtail.
Black Shouldered Spinyleg. Blue Dasher. Eb-
ony Jewelwing. Calico Pennant. Sanddragon.

Dragonflies — nature’s most gentle devils,
demons, queens and lovers ... in tiny form.

Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Opposes Pipelines In National Parks

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy op-
poses legislation that would expedite pipe-
line construction in national parks, includ-
ing the Appalachian National Scenic Trail,
over 500 miles of which passes through or
borders the state of Virginia. Bills in the
U.S. House of Representatives and Sen-
ate would accelerate review of natural gas
pipeline approvals and would allow the
secretary of the interior to issue natural gas
pipeline rights of way on National Park Ser-
vice lands.

“National Park Service land — including
major portions of the Appalachian National
Scenic Trail —is set aside for the preservation
and enjoyment of the American people. The
Appalachian Trail Conservancy believes
the current requirement that only Congress
can approve these pipelines across national
park units such as the A.T. should continue
to be the law of the land,” said Ron Tipton,
the ATC’s executive director/CEO.

The proposed legislation would authorize
the secretary to issue a right of way on
NPS lands, reversing the longstanding
prohibition on allowing such pipelines in
national parks.

“The Appalachian Trail Conservancy is
concerned about the cumulative impacts
that multiple pipelines, and associated
infrastructure, could have on the Appalachian
Trail, its recreational value, and surrounding
public lands,” said Laura Belleville, the ATC’s
director of conservation. “Although the
ATC recognizes that the demand for energy
resources is increasing, we also believe this
demand should be met first with increased
energy conservation and a renewable energy
supply. Expediting new pipelines on public
lands without a thorough analysis of impacts
is not the answer.”

For more information about the
ATC’s stance on pipelines, visit www.
appalachiantrail .org/pipelines.


http://www.appalachiantrail.org/
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/pipelines
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/pipelines
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Drew Hunter Heading To Pan American Games

Loudoun Valley’s Drew Hunter placed
second in the United States Track and
Field 1500-meter run Junior National
Championship. That earned him a spot on
the United States Junior Team going to the
Pan American Games in Edmonton, Canada
in late July. Drew lost to college freshman
Blake Haney of the University of Oregon.

“Because everyone in the race was trying
to win I knew the last lap was going to be
fast,” Drew said. “I was pleased with how
hard I closed and I am content with second
to a great runner in Blake Haney who placed
third at the NCAA meet .... for now.”

Prior to the USTF National
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Championship Meet which was held in
Eugene, Oregon, Drew competed in two
other prestigious post-season meets. On
June 13, he ran in the Adidas Dream Mile
in New York City. Drew finished second
to returning champion Grant Fisher
running 4:02.36, the third fastest time in
Virginia history and the fifth fastest U.S.
high school junior ever.

On June 20, Drew ran and won the Brooks
PR meet in Seattle. Drew competed in the
2-mile run and avenged his loss to Fisher by
beating him in a new Virginia state record,
8:42.48. The time was also the fastest ever
run by a U.S. high school junior.

Welcome Friends
Local Produce is Here!

FARM 4,
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i Likeuson

B Facebook

Rt. 7 East of Bervywville, VA « 4864 . Bemyville Va. 22611

By Huy,
540-955-0004 * NallsFarmMarket.com

Non GMO Products! _
Our Fresh Local Produce is Arviving Daily
Our Sweet Com arvives fresh picked daily beginning
June 27 - September
Big Juicy Blackbervies and. Super Sweet White,
Yellow and Bi— Color Corn
We have Walter the Basil Meister’s Local all Natural Produce

Call for weekly availability on Local Produce!

LANDSCAPING

Since 1983

(54-0) 877-2002 |

Locust i.nndir:upirl-g is a Virginia Class ‘A’ Contractor

"DELIGHTS

zarden Care Services

Summer Clean-Up * Garden Design
Bed & Garden Prep * New Flanting
Dividing & Transplanting
Mulching * Weed & Pest Control
hrub Trimming = Tree Pruning

Landscape Cloth Protection
. Soil Improvement & Fertilizing
Brush Clearing/Removal * Tilling
Turf Repair & Home SaI;;Frep

Garden Maintenan
Contracts Availab

i,
Knowledgeable & Experienced
Gardeners For All Your Garden Needs
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.GardenDelights4U.com

540-822-4434
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Taking Your Sleeveless Dress From High Summer To Early Fall

— By Sarah Nearis

There is nothing easier to wear than a
simple — short or long — sleeveless dress.
A casual number with spaghetti straps, a
linen shift that takes you from a workday
into evening, a cool, belted shirtdress. Add
the right sandals, flats or pumps, a dash of
jewelry, and you’re set.

With temperatures soaring and the dog
days of August upon us, it’s hard to imagine
adding anything more to that simple hot-
weather mix.

But, the sleeveless dress is extremely

LAST YEAR'S

N\

CALL BEFORE SEPTEMBER 5TH!

START-TO-FINISH WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

versatile, even as cooler temperatures
arrive. Here’s how to make that great little
dress work for you as summer transitions
into fall.

Add A Jewel Tone ... Or Toasty Brown To
The Mix: The color pallet for the sleeveless
summer dress typically focuses on whites,
brights, pinks, greens, yellows, pastels

and neutrals, such as beige. As you move
into fall, add fringed neck scarf or belt to
the dress — a pretty floral, stripe or solid
featuring deep pink, teal green or metallic
that coordinates with the tones in the dress.
Keep it simple, but have fun.

RECORD-SETTING FRIGID WINTER

COULD HAPPEN ALL OVER AGAIN!

WINTER 15 COMING

Lowest priced windows receive the discount

Buy2 40

% E

OFF

No Money Down
No Payments

No Interest”

Interest accrues from the purchase date,
but s waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call by September 5TH

for your FREE in-home consultation

bue to the EKTREMELY HIGH CALL VOLUME we faced during

last year’s harsh winter weather, we recommend calling
now to get your window problems fixed early!

VISIT A SHOWROOM
Jessup, MD: 8265 Patuxent Range Road
Rockville, MD: 5081 Nicholson Lane

WINDOW
INSTALLATION

trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2015 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved.

RENEWALBYANDERSEN.COM

1-866-384-5718
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*DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 10/3/2015. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy 2 windows get 2 windows at 40% off and 12 months no payments, no interest
when you purchase four or more windows or patio doors between 8/9/15 & 10/3/15 with approved credit. The 40% discount will be applied to the windows or doors equal

the lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Savings comparison is based on the purchase of a single unit at regular list price. APR of 16.510% as of 5/1/15, subject to
change. Repayment terms from o to 12 months. Interest accrues from date of purchase but waived if paid in full within 12 months. Available only at participating locations. S
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. MHIC #121441, VA Lic. #: 27010307644, DC Lic. #: 420212000031. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independent
owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are

Fairfax, VA: 2814 Merrilee Drive
Sterling, VA: 45449 East Severn Way
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Add A Layer: This is so easy. A simple
sleeveless dress of any kind looks great
with the right vest, short jacket or sweater
— draped around your neck or tied around
your waist.

Switch Out Your Sandals For A More
Structured Flat, Such A Loafer: As the
warmest weather wanes, put away your
sandals and pair your sleeveless dress up
with a sturdier flat. Neutral colors work
well as you add the jewel-toned colors
and neutrals — cream, beige, toasty brown.
Booties are also beautiful with short or
long sleeveless dresses; just keep them on

the light side, avoiding suede and bulkier
materials and styles until the real cold sets
in.

Same dress. Totally different accessories
and look for a totally different season.

Sarah Nearis is a fashion stylist, fashion
blogger & style expert. A graduate of
The School of Style, you can connect with
Sarah on her All Things Beautiful blog:
sarahnearis.blogspot.com.

Shown: stock photo dress; Simon Sebbag necklace;
Halogen scarf; Magnanni loafers and belt.

Valley Graduate WlnsFBRM Award

Friends of the Blue Ridge
Mountains has presented the
Jane Pratt Blue Ridge Mountains
Education Award to LVHS
senior Samantha Iliff at Loudoun
Valley High School’s “Evening
of Honors.”

The award, established in
2014 in memory of founding
FBRM member Dr. Jane Pratt,
is bestowed upon a graduating

sciences program with a B grade average
or better; demonstrates a clear commitment
to environmental stewardship through
participation in school projects, internships
and community activities; has performed
a minimum of eight hours of volunteer
service during their senior year working
directly on projects on the Blue Ridge
Mountains sponsored by FBRM or like-
minded environmental organizations; and
receives unanimous endorsement to receive
the award from representatives of the high
school and FBRM.

senior who is  currently Samantha Iliff project included hiking several
enrolled in or has completed days on the Appalachian Trail with
an  environmental studies/biological  her mother (who is currently through-hiking

Samantha’s commitment to
environmental issues includes
working to improve the ecosystem
on the Chapman DeMary trail
and volunteering on the Nature
Generation Trail. Additionally, she
won Science Fair awards for her
project, “The effects of coliphage
T4r+ on decontamination of
streams infected with Escherichia
coli.” Her senior environmental

the AT) and assisting others on the trail.
Samantha will continue her studies at Florida
Atlantic University Honors College this fall
and looks forward to studying issues that will
support her strong interest in the environment.

Jed Shilling — husband of the late Dr.
Pratt and FBRM Board member — presented
the award to Samantha. This year FBRM
also presented the Jane Pratt Blue Ridge
Mountains Education Award to Jefferson
County High School (West Virginia) senior,
Michael Long. For more information
please visit: www.FriendsofBlueRidge.org.
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PDH, continued from page 1

the commissioners are better informed and
trained to make the right decisions. “With
all due respect,” said Galindo, “just because
30 people come to a public meeting doesn’t
mean their views are representative,” to
which Ogelman (referring to the seven
members of the Planning Commission)
responded, “Neither is seven people’s opinion
on what is best for the town.” Not satisfied,
said Galindo, “But you all are more informed
than citizens. This is not just a popular vote.
You all have special training and a mandate to
propose zoning use changes.”

* PDH Floating Districts And Data
Centers Go Down ... For Now

So far, the specific votes and decisions
made by Paciulli and others on the
commission are a mixed bag for the citizens
pushing for an immediate comp plan review
and greater citizen control of Purcellville’s
potentially vulnerable zoning map.

One of the most dramatic zoning map
changes sought by developers was to
add 54 new uses and alter the purpose of
what are known as Planned Development
Housing Zoning Districts, and to allow
these high-density residential/commercial
developments on as little as 10 acres.

Similar in scope to the original Reston
Town Center, these complexes give
developers the opportunity to propose
the building of two floors of commercial
topped with residential, complete with
firing ranges, theaters, data centers, stacked
parking decks, indoor/outdoor commercial
recreational facilities, drive-thru facilities,

convenience stores, hotels and other uses.
New proposals would also make these
into “floating” zones that could be located
anywhere. Currently the PDH district is
primarily residential.

Based on opposition from citizens, in
a close, 4-3 vote the commission rejected
the proposed changes to the PDH districts,
with Planning Commission Vice Chairman
and Purcellville town council member
Doug McCollum, Chairman Gill Paist and
Commissioner E. J. Van Istendal voting for
the changes, and commissioners Theresa
Stein, Nedim Ogelman, Chris Bledsoe and
Chip Paciulli voting no.

Data centers were also rejected, for now,
as a new use.

* Box Stores And Other
Chains Get A Huge Boost ...

Developers and their champions on the
Planning Commission might not have gotten
the PDH districts and data centers they
wanted, but they made significant gains in
terms of the size of commercial and retail
structures that will now be allowed, the
number of uses allowed in various zoning
districts, how close intensive commercial
activity can be to residential areas, and more.

National

* Purcellville’s “Big Box” restrictions
have been virtually eliminated. Large
retail establishments such as a Costco,
a Target, a Walmart, etc. will now be
permitted by right in the C1, C4 and MC
office/commercial districts, and by Special
Use Permit should a developer want to
build a structure larger than 10,000 square
feet. No restrictions and no public input on

their location unless the developer wants to
build something larger than 10,000 square
feet. (These kinds of uses had previously
been limited to select commercial areas
only — so as to not infringe on the medium
or low-density residential neighborhoods
and more rurallenvironmentally sensitive
areas that might surround/be adjacent to
them.)

* Size and location restrictions on large
eating establishments — including national
chain restaurants — have been significantly
loosened. Previously restricted to 4,000
square feet, the size limit has been increased
to 6,000 square feet. Restaurants are allowed
in the C1, MC and C4 districts. In the CM1
and M1 districts, restaurants were allowed by
Special Use Permit. They are now allowed
by-right in these two districts.

* Indoor firing ranges will now be allowed
— under various permitting processes — in
three districts: MC, CM1, M1.

* Bus shelters will now be allowed in
all zoning districts — including residential
areas. No restrictions and no public input
on their location.

The next step in the Planning
Commission’s process will be to forward its
specific zoning change proposals to outside
attorneys for review. At the conclusion
of the review the public will have a final
opportunity to comment. That Planning
Commission public hearing will be held
in September, at which point the proposed
changes will go to the Purcellville Town
Council for a final vote.

Details on the proposed changes can be
found at www.purcellvilleva.gov.
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DESIGN & INSTALLATION SERVICES:‘
Foundation waterproofing ¢ Interior basement drains * Downspout extensions
Stream stabilization ¢ Slope stability * French drains ¢ Rain gardens ¢ Dry wells

ADDITIONAL SERVICES:
Window well egress ¢ Retaining walls * Walkwayse Patios ¢ Bridges

&Erosion
SOLUTIONS LLC

CTSMLTEN & CONTIACTING SElveEs

[Drainz_tge

25 Years of Solving, Erosion,
Foundation & Drainage Problems
www.DrainageandErosion.com

( 8 44) w E T- L Aw N Geotechnical Engineer

KENNETH
G. FRAINE
PE., MSCE

Our Family Has Been Caring for Your Comfort for More than 20 Years!

Leesburg Today

Zi0Nse

BEST OF
LOUDOUN

Thank You for Choosing Climatic Heating & Cooling as The Best
Heating & Air Conditioning Company in Loudoun County!

[

LIMAT]

HEATING & COOLING, inc.

p

|

24 Hour Same
Day Service

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE

CALL
NEW CUSTOMERS

UPTO
$1,100 REBATE

FOR NEW SYSTEM
INSTALLATIONS

12 MONTH
SAME AS CASH
FINANCING

WITH CREDIT APPROVAL

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

ke ug'on
facebook

AlimaticVa

Family Owned & Operated | Request an appointment at www.climaticva.com or 703-779-7455
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Read All About It! By myles Melior and Sally York
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ACROSS DOWN
1.60’s do 1.1t can be gray

5. Hand-warmer
9. Guitar stroke

14.
15.
16.

17. Beyond the regular schedule

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
28.
32.
33.
34.
35.
40.
41.
42.
43.
46.
47.
48.
49.
51.
52.
55.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

Surf sound
Polo grounds?
Anatomical fold

Village in Belgium
Spark

Fingers

Frightening: var.
Recipe abbr.
Engenders

Feet, slangily
Entertained, in a way
Be human

Omitted

In a remarkable manner
Tune

It can be flipped
Tangle

Oolong holder

Don Juans

Till fill

King or queen, e.g.
Nigerian city

_ iy

Drench

Go over

Rial spender
Trollope’s “Lady __”
Guitarist Lofgren
Gozo Island is part of it
Drink garnish

Keep in

Remembering Sara Welsh

Sara Elizabeth Pierpoint Welsh, 97, died July 17, 2015. She was born on May
26, 1918, in Paconian Springs, Va., in the last days of World War I, the daughter of
Elizabeth Brown Pierpoint and Hugh Webb Pierpoint.

As a member of the “Greatest Generation,” she weathered such events as the
Great Depression, World War II, and September 11, and witnessed the immense
social changes of the 20™ century. She was proud to have voted for a woman in the
2008 presidential primary and the nation’s first African-American president that
same year. She was married for 45 years to Gordon Welsh, until his death in 1987,
and lived on the Welsh family farm, Rock Hill, outside of Purcellville, until her
death.

She was a member of Goose Creek Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
and was active in the Penn Study Group, the Home Interest Club, the Home
Demonstration Club, the Stitch and Chatter Club. In addition, she delivered Meals
on Wheels and was an active volunteer in the PTA, the Pink Ladies (Loudoun
Memorial Hospital) and the American Association for the Blind. She was a 4-H
leader for many years and a volunteer at the 4-H Fair. At home, she enjoyed reading,
baking, feeding birds and tending her flowers.

She is survived by two daughters, Beth Welsh of Purcellville and Eleanor Welsh of
Denton, Md.; seven grandchildren, Tracy Graham Sachs, Elizabeth Graham Walker,
Mary Graham, Polly Pierpoint Ahalt, Luke Gordon Parris, Samuel Jacob Parris and
Kelsey Welsh Parris; seven great-grandchildren and more loving neighbors and
friends than you can shake a stick at.

Memorial contributions can be sent to the American Lung Association and
the Alzheimer’s Association. Please visit www.hallfh.com to express online
condolences to the family. Arrangements made by Hall Funeral Home, Purcellville.

2.“__ Brown” (1974 film)
3. Have status

4. “Catch-22” pilot

5. Functionaries

6. Bad loan

7. Concern

8. Word with cry or side
9. Directed skyward

10. Fluffs up

11. Venom

12. Wood sorrels

13. Card game

18. Menu

19. Natural

23. It has a big mouth
24. Donut-shaped surfaces
25.__ suit

26. Mischief-maker

27. Bone cavities

28. Pendergrass

29. With gelidity

30. Noted blind mathematician
31. Eye sores

36. Heir, sometimes

37. Purges

38. Bookseller

39. Certain network

44. Penetrating

45. Lack of oxygen

46. “All clear!” is one
48. Saint-Germain’s river
49. Myrtle family plant
50. Stage of development
51. Compos mentis

52. Hissy fit

53. Look like a creep

54. Call to attention

55. Neighbor of Bulg.

56. Bad-mouth

57. Pulls

Answers on page 38

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Dr. Mike, continued from page 2
ways or in certain areas and those delays
can correct over time and with maturation.

If your nephew does indeed have autism,
you are correct in thinking that the sooner
your sister accepts the diagnosis and the
sooner your nephew gets services (e.g.,
speech and language therapy, occupational
therapy and/or behavioral therapy), the
better off he will be. Early intervention is
the key to success for young children on the
autistic spectrum.

But, is it more important to be right in
this moment or is it more important to be
there for your sister with compassion,
empathy and patience? Assuming you are
correct that your sister is in denial about
the seriousness of her son’s problems, she
is very likely not in denial because she is
an unloving or bad mother. Rather, she is
probably having difficulty coming to terms
with her son’s reality and her own.

Your sister needs to know that you are
there for her more than she needs you
to educate her on autism or instruct her
on strategies or treatments. I also think
you run the risk of coming off pushy
and judgmental if you call out the white
elephant too loudly - and besides it is not
your elephant to name.

If you discuss your concerns at all with
your sister, I think that you should do it
in the context of your nephew’s “ADHD”
since your sister seems most comfortable
with that public label. You could also buy
your sister parenting books on ADHD,
which could serve to open up a dialogue on
the topic of your nephew’s struggles. In a
loving and caring way, you could also talk

about some of the struggles your nephew
seemed to have on your most recent trip
together and discuss the ways in which
you and your sister could manage those
moments better for all of the children
moving forward.

In regard to your children, I think it
is fine for you to tell them that that their
cousin does sometimes get upset and that
he has trouble managing his feelings and
behaviors when that happens. You could
also make the point to your children that
everyone has strengths and challenges and
that it is a good thing for them to help their
cousin with his challenges when they can.
The best advice for them when they get
upset with their cousin is to simply ask for
help from an adult.

Remember, your most important role
is to be a loving sister and to demonstrate
compassion, empathy and patience in
that role. No one is right or wrong in this
moment, so there is no need to point things
out or to be at your wits end. Even if you
are right about your nephew having autism,
that is not what your sister needs to hear
from you right now.

“You never really know a man until you
understand things from his point of view, until
you climb into his skin and walk around.”

Harper Lee, To Kill A Mockingbird

Michael Oberschneider “Dr. Mike”
is the founder and director of Ashburn
Psychological Services, a private mental
health clinic comprised of 12 MD and PhD
level mental health clinicians. Go to www.
Ashburnpsych.com or call 703 723-2999 to
learn more.



http://www.Ashburnpsych.com
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http://www.hallfh.com/
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Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

“BATMAN"

Sarvices

Handyrman

Elaciric, Pumbing, Dryveall
Carpentey, Titls Wark, Painling
Anl miLich, s mans

Andrew Miller
703-999-4315
AncdrewMiller2é4Zaol.com
www. batmanhandyman. com

SPOTLESS MAIDS

INTERIOR FULL CLEANING SERVICE
“Lel us help you claan so you can relax”
Waekky/Bi-Weakly/Monthly Move-In/ove-COut Cleaning
REASOMNABLE RATES! FREE ESTIMATES!
SENIOR DISCOUNTS!

Rasidential & Commescial, Licensed, Insuned & Bonded,
Satisfaction Guaraniasd!

We use our cleaning suppllies or we can Use yours.
Raferancas Available Upan Request. Serving the Loudoun Courtty Area

Call or toxt Ketty at (703)554-2487 Email at kettycas@live.com

KASH vo. | S0ILCONSULTING + ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
ALTERNATIVE

SEPTIC

INSEPCTIONS

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT — ]

Crewanron | 183-298-9005

CREIGHTON

EMAIL
(INSITESEF TICEEMAN LM

NORTH'S TREE & LANDSCAPING
!

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years
Family Owned & Operated
940-533-8092

Call Brian Today!

CLEAN UP = TRIMMING = PRUNING « DEADLIMBING
TREE REMOVAL = LOT CLEARING « MULCHING
Cleaning = Grading = Private Fencing = Retzining/Stone Walls = Jurk Removal
Honest & Dependable Serv. « 24 Hr. Emerg. Serv. » Satisfaction Guaranieed
Licensad/nsured » Free Estimates » Angie's List Member « BBB

Affordable Sheds

& Garden Products

S Shedls, Playbowses, Horse Boames
Gramehoz, Chicken Coops £ Tawn Fuminoe

I 540-822-4524

On-Site Installations Www,afTordablesheds.us

Ccommercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE

571.209.8250 | infoEPremierComputerRepairs.com
wWww.premiercomputerrepairs.com

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &

oa‘\\wgi%% In-Home Vacation Pet Care
|T, ! o\ Joe Pillera
il f (703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

Custom Palnters, LIL.C

¢ |nterior/Exterior
¢ Residential

+ Faux Finishes

+ Deck Staining/Sealing
+ Carpentry Repairs

Joel Welter | o prywall Repairs

President | ——
540-338-8091 | | ==
Round Hill, VA | || ey,

Serving Northern VA
) Loudoun County area since 1983

BBB www. custompainters . biz
¥ 4+ Rating jeel@custompainters.biz

Licensed # Insured + References # Free Estimates

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

/ l Weekly « Bi-weekly « Monthly or Just One Time!

FREE ESTIMATES « GREAT REFERENCES!

Full Service Bl::ﬂrdir‘lg, Training, and Lessons
in Western Loudoun 1Z:l:ILII1'|."1|Ir VA
Horses to Lease * Access to Several Hunts

The facility also

bhoasis a large HELP
rid cla
\and ring WANTED

(540) 338-8473

info@skipngofarm.com | www.skipngofarm.com

1 Paint & Stain LLC

Lecssen Comnplete Remodeling - Rome Improvement

BONDETD - —

INSOREL Licensed and Insured Since 1997

Interior & Exterior Custom Fainting = Repair

Carpel Installalion = Granile Counler Tops & InsLallalion
Carpentry * Balhroosn Kemodeling

Home Improvements & Maintenance * Deck Maintenance
Ceramic Tile Installation* Flumbing

FREE ESTIMATES

Jueenal Ovoecn | & 15 Grant St Herdon, WA 200 70
TEL: 703-464-95366 Cell 571-243-9417
www.paintandstains.com

Call Maria Today!
7103.477.1228
CallMariaTeday(@gmail.com
Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Slﬁarpening & Maintenance
ol Changes ° Grcasing ° RcPairs

Sharﬂeﬁlacles

Ronnie Fox Come to You! |

MIDDLEBURG ELYLE CENTLER
Charles Stine, (.1, PO

Andrew Lo Stone, O0,

Debra T Bierly-Holman, .0,
Emily A, Morin, ML

Optometry * Ophthalmology « Exams « Contact Lenses
Laser Vision Consultation = Fashion Evewear

#4 Pendleton St,« PO, Box 1360 « Middleburg, VA 200118
340-687-3634 - Fax 540-687-3378 » cvees li@verizon.net

MUSIC JOY

Give Yourself the
Gift of Music.
Build a Sound Foundation

- In-home lessons for piano & voice -

Caprice Fox, BFA, Executive Director
Create_Music3@ownmail.net 703 431-9649

540338/3408, M
Ve, v/
ERXZER)

EMIOUERS
COLLC
e 703.203.8853

TREE REMOVAL - STUMP GRINDING

SPRING CLEAN UP - MULCH - GUTTER CLEANING

mrerys VelEiperl T reelismeral-eenn
s Angies list | we e

Master Haircutter Since 1969

= Stylized Perms & Coloring
| = Precision Haircutting
* Facials & Massages

Bluemont
540-554-2214

et 10 Years at this location.

LN X
"\;1:“'1', K;*-.q E)c;mtra, ( onsultant

TOH-771-9%
JO3-771-9511

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826

Licensed & Insured flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Inslallation & Repairs

Loudoun Garage Door. Inc.

Blue Ridge

2= ADER & Loudoun Today

Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Retaining Walls
Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

Sales * Servicee + Installations

Accept No Imitations

www.luckettsexcavating.com

Ph: 703-327-3059

Fax: T03-771-1747

randy@oudoungaragedoor.com

13 Catoctin Circle SE
Leasburg VA 20175
www. loudoungaragedoor.com

Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!
. _HELP WANTED

Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.

Since 1984

Advertising Sales Professional
Interviewing for Account Executive
Position at the Blue Ridge Leader Newspaper

Independent Contractor — Work From Your Home
Email resume to advertisef@ BRLeader.com

Loudoun Medical Group Celebrates 15 Years

Loudoun Medical Group celebrated its 15th
anniversary on June 2. As the area’s largest
multispecialty medical group, LMG provides
care to more than half a million patients each
year and employs more than 1,000 people.
Founded by 13 original physician groups
— including Ashburn Pediatrics; Dr. Linda
Coleman’s practice; Corporate Health Center;
Dr. G. Neil Foster’s practice; Dr. Virginia
Hackenberg’s practice; Leesburg Sterling
Family Practice; Sterling Family Practice;
Loudoun Dermatology; Loudoun Internal
Medicine Associates; Loudoun Pediatric
Associates; Potomac Family Practice and
The Urology Group — LMG has expanded to
include 67 practices in 95 locations. LMG
spans a region of 70 miles west to east from
Berryville to Old Town Alexandria and 60
miles north to south from Lovettsville to
Manassas.

“The overwhelming growth and success
of our organization is the result of our

clinical and administrative staff’s expertise
and dedication to providing top-quality
medical care and personalized service,”
said Mary Beth Tamasy, chief executive
officer of Loudoun Medical Group. “We
are extremely grateful for their service
and appreciate them helping us reach this
milestone.”

LMG is dedicated to giving back to the
community. The LMG Charitable and
Philanthropic Foundation has donated
to many local organizations such as the
Loudoun Free Clinic; Loudoun Interfaith
Relief; Loudoun County Fire and Rescue;
the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter;
Loudoun Habitat for Humanity and
Loudoun Therapeutic Riding. In addition,
LMG has provided charitable care for the
communities served for over a decade.

“Providing quality patient care is at
the heart of what we do,” said Kevin
O’Connor, MD, chair of the Loudoun

Medical Group Board of Directors. “Our
continued success is a testament to the solid
reputation we have built with our patients
and the community; we look forward to
further strengthening those relationships as
we move forward.”

In May 2015, the National Committee
for Quality Assurance, the renowned health
care quality improvement organization,
recognized 22 LMG primary care practices
as level-3 Patient-Centered Medical
Home with distinction, NCQA’s highest
designation in the PCMH Recognition
Program.  PCMH recognition affirms
that a primary care practice provides an
exceptionally high level of quality, team-
based, patient-focused care.

Anthony Crowley, MD, medical director
of Loudoun Medical Group and long-time,
senior physician with Leesburg Sterling
Family Practice notes, “By committing to
quality standards like those set by the NCQA,

providers are aligned with the triple aim of
increasing quality, while also decreasing costs
— both which serve the patient’s overall care
and satisfaction.”

In addition, LMG is proud of the 87
primary care providers that achieved
recognition for excellence in diabetes
care from NCQA through the diabetes
recognition program in December 2014.

In November 2014, LMG launched
Scrubs Plus at Dulles Town Center. Scrubs
Plus by LMG carries designer, high-end
fashion scrubs as well as uniform scrubs for
the various hospital and medical practices
in the area. In addition, the store features
a kiosk allowing shoppers to find a LMG
physician by name, location, specialty or
condition, as well as an extensive patient
education section complete with printed
materials addressing most major chronic
conditions, substance abuse and behavioral
health issues.

Purcellville Crossroads, continued from page 7

No improvements are programmed for
Route 7/287 Interchange.”

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser has
also expressed concern that the town’s
work on the annexation application was
neither complete nor balanced and did
not show the full impact on this rural/
residential area. But, Purcellville officials
continue in their attempts to simply
move the project forward.

The traffic that would be generated
by the mini town center of sorts is
just one of the concerns voiced by
neighbors, as is the seemingly inadequate
research of the Purcellville’s Community
Development Department. The county’s
June memo indicates that the applicant
says that the project would generate [an
additional] 3,054 average daily trips per
day. However, VDOT puts the current
average annual daily trips for this Route
287 vicinity — even without the new
project — in the neighborhood of 6,500
vehicles per day.

Said Wright Farm resident Lydia Clark
in recent Purcellvile Town Council
proceedings: “Let’s look at some of the
proposed uses: [a] 200 spot commuter
lot which could easily be located at the
Virginia Regional Transit location ... [a]

60-80 room hotel [that] should be closer
to downtown to promote and stimulate
businesses [and give] pedestrian access
for shopping, dining and entertainment
.. Can the town really afford to take
on an arts center! What happens to
Franklin Park Arts Center? 75,000
[square feet] of retail will significantly
reduce foot traffic within the Town of
Purcellville and more small businesses,
those same businesses that the Town
rests its laurels on in promoting tourism
and small town charm ...*

Matthew Parse, who owns a property
near Wright Farm asked who in the
room had a zoning degree, noting that
development on the outskirts of a
town produces zero revenue for that
town, imploring the town council to
use “common sense,” noting that, if they
did, there’s no way they would approve
Purcellville Crossroads.

Town Council member John Nave asked
how the town council could possibly
consider anything on the project given,
in particular, the differences between
the staff’s traffic numbers and VDOT's,
asking that more work be done before
continuing discussions with the county.
Sullivan responded by saying, “we have

a pretty good idea what they [VDOT]
are going to say,” with town Manager
Rob Lohr jumping in to indicate that the
town should move forward to discuss the
project with the county, with the town’s
work, essentially, as is.

Entered into the record were also
the comments of Wright Farm residents
Kecia and Owen Brown who said: “As
residents of Wright Farm, we are growing
increasingly  disappointed  with  the
evolution of the Purcellville Crossroads
annexation and development request. As
proposed ... this development will turn the
Route 7 and 287 interchange into a twin
of the not-so-idyllic Route 7 and Route
8l intersection in Winchester. In the
last month we have conducted a survey
of over |15 Wright Farm residents and
the opinions are clear: all aspects of the
current proposed land use are found to
be ‘abhorrent’ by the vast majority. We
respect the personal property rights of
the Purcellville Crossroads landowners;
but, they need to respect ours and those
of our neighbors.”

As a next step, two town council
members — Doug McCollum and Karen
Jimmerson — will to meet with two
members of the Planning Commission
(yet to be decided) to discuss the issue.

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com

Mabel, continued from page 24

and the dessert cheese plate on a trip to South
Carolina a few years back.

Mabel was justifiably known for being a serial
escape artist. Starting as an adolescent she jumped
over and dug under any number of fences. Once
she snapped through a securely hooked screen
door. Despite efforts to add multiple layers of wire
mesh, and even two rows of almost Maginot Line-
like fence redundancy, Mabel could and would get
out. Every time. A memorable incident involved
trying to bite her way through a glass-and-wood
French door. (Nobody was hurt).

Inlater years, as the fence aged like her, she would
just chew up a couple of ancient pickets and pop
out. Her last escape was several months ago.
Probably for old time’s sake.

She was hanging out with Drew as he did yard
walk. She just slipped away on painfully wobbly
back legs to take a dip in Phil and Ellie’s creek or
Mary Owen’s pond.

As always, she came back dripping. And slept
for two days.

Note: Mabel made a last request of Sarah and
Drew. In lieu of flowers or contributions to charities
or even well-meaning email replies, she asked that
you all hug your pet today in an extra special way.

It is impossible to sum up the soul and spirit of a
beloved animal. Especially one who has given so
many goofy years. Our friend Harry Titus perhaps
said it best when he said, “That Mabel. She’s ready.”
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Support Local Business Owners & Neighbors!

LINDA CULBERT

On the Market ... with Sam Rees

SAM REES REALTOR®, ABR
Associate Broker Leesburg
508 E. Market Street
| 703.408.4261 Leesburg, VA 20176
Sam@atokaproperties.com Office: 703-777-2900 * Cell: 703-431-1724 JIM LEMON
l _A\ linda.culbert®longandfoster.com i Vesdesr
— www. LindaCulbert.com miclidlebieng &F vimpinia coenmsiche
Licensed in Virginia MIDDI I'ﬁ \i o HOLART 220 ¢ TOS, 2015978
) I8 L E R B M
. — AL E— £ il -
2 ATOKA PROPERTIES gt I.“Eill"'l:‘l‘i‘ [E P B DA 20 BAS T WASHINGT TN STREET
in8 § = www.onthemarketwithsamrees.com cx @ ! h'1l 4:Lrlh LR, VIRGINIA 20115 e
—_— MARY WISKER

REALTOR®, SFR
Licensed in VA & DC
Multi-Million Dolfar Producer
50t E. Market Strect
Leesburg, VA 20176

Barbara S. Williams, Esq.

101 Loudoun Street SW Birthdays Cell: T03-577.6015
Leesburg, VA 20175 i h SPE"*F‘LJ E"'e’"“‘ Office: T03-777-2900
703.777.6535 phone i « @ lheatre Ferlormances Fax; M3-TT7-5627
WILLIAMS FORD 703.777.6963 fax 12 / ‘ (540)454-4767 Mury. Winker@ LNF.com
. - www MaryWisker.com

Personal Injury Law

barbara@williamsfordlaw.com
WilliamsFordLaw.com

MagicByRyanPha& gmail .com

!i www fucebook. comyMagicBy RyanPh
’ FOLLOW Ryan  ar MagicByRyvanh

RAVEN’S REVENGE INC.

9 Nevermore...

Marlena E. Bremseth, CEO
Old Fashioned Homemade Jams,
Preserves, Chutneys, Artisan Breads,
Seasonal Gift Baskets, Canning Instructions

37852 Piggot House Pl., Purceliville, VA
(540) 338-8403
Rrnevermore @aol.com

MIDDLEBURG
ATOKA PROPERTIES
-533-7453

reyC.com

arcy (. com FLE'] sl

Lirensed in Virginia

EIT

115 N 21st 5t *PO Box 190

- ’A\
Bob Elkins Fax (304) 724.9524 REMIY pa—
ADVANCED AUTO AUTHORITY
&K=,  SERVICES INC
Sharon

All Imparts & Domestics
Broker/Owner

Fepairs & Scheduled
Manufaciurars Mainlenancs

REALTOR, ABR, CR5,
CIMPE, CLHME

REMASK Villeyr Proopertios
540.882.3559 Office
703.727.1172 Cell

sharonsels@aoleom | =

mE

LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATES

INCORPORATED

A5 M. Mildred S A.5.E. Cerlifizd Mastor Machanic
Reraoh, W 25438 lowing Avalaolz

www.advancedautoauthority. com
advancedautoauthority @hotmail.com

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
LANDSCAPEASSOC®AOL.COM

WWW.LANDSCAPEASSOCIATESINC.NET

* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
* PLANTING & GARDENS
* MASONRY
* OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
* WATER FEATURES/POOLS '’
* HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE . ol ) + Construction «
* DRAINAGE & WATER MANAGEMENT oy + Repair «
* OUTDOOR LIGHTING 18560 Harmony Ch o o Painting +
* LARGE CALIPER TREE TRANSPLANTING Hamilton,VA '20\ -

HELP SAVE LIVES!
FOSTER A LONELY
DOG TODAY!

Save the Tails is a non-profit dog rescue
based locally in Leesburg, We save i
high kill shelters. (Jnr dogs need the sanctuary
F er home until a permanent
hin 1-6 weeks.

Please foster! Call toll-free:

1 [888] 379-5558 ext.1

e savethetails.org
~-z-->f§f,ﬁ‘,gmows FO03-727-5500 540-882-9655

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL
STUDIES TEACHER

Loudoun Country Day School
is looking to fill an opening for
a 7th grade World History and
Math teacher. Applicants must
have at least a bachelor's de-
gree in a field related to social
studies or education, confi-
dence with education-related
technology and multimedia
applications, and a passion for
teaching. Please send resumes
to tim.beauchemin@lcds.org.

Answers to puzzle from page 34
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email — fair housing @ dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia's
and HUD's Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia's Fair
Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness,
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising
for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal
housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia's Fair Housing
Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at
804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290;

Follow Us
On Twitter

@
BRLeaderNEWS

Kitchen Science Kids:
The Scientific Method

— By Leah Enright

The Scientific Method is
simple-and it is a great way to
make good choices and solve
problems. In fact, many ideas
that we believe to be true today, ”
are the result of people asking [EEE
questions, taking a reasonable ENRI
guess, testing it out, and seeing
what happens.

Lets try it, by starting with a simple
question.

Question: Can seeds sprout in the dark?

Guess: No. I do not think seeds can
sprout in the dark.

(What do you think?) Let’s find out, by
performing a simple test.

Test:

Place uncooked lima beans from the
grocery store on top of a small piece of paper
towel that has been moistened with water.

Place each of those in a plastic baggie,
and seal it.

Put one baggie in a dark cabinet, and one
in a sunny spot in the kitchen.

Check each daily, being sure the paper
towel stays moist, and look for  differences
in the way they grow.

Evaluate:

After one week, what do you

see? Would you say that seeds
can sprout in the dark? If they
did sprout, why might that have
happened? If they didn’t, can you
figure out why?
.Sé" Teachers, doctors and people
i who design cars and computers
GHT use the scientific method every
day, and I'll bet you do too, even if you
don’t realize it. Every time we think
through a problem, come up with an idea
for a solution, try it out, and consider
whether or not it worked, we have used a
system to help us make good choices and
solve problems.

When Leah Enright isn’t playing with
food in her kitchen, she can be found
writing about subjects that interest her, and
coloring hair in Purcellville. She welcomes
comments on her column in the online
version of this newspaper.

Hey-what about the seeds?

Oh, yes . . . seeds can sprout in the dark.
It’s true that plants need sun to make food,
and grow, but seeds have all of their food
right there with them. Plants need leaves to
make food, and seeds don’t have leaves. You
can read more about Photosynthesis, the way
plants make food, at your local library.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY

CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed
adult day centers
provide:

4+ A safe, social

environment with
therapeutic activities

4+ Respite for caregivers
needing support &
free time

4+ Reasonable sliding
scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care,
nutritious lunch and snacks, exercise, medication administration,
health monitoring and limited transportation.

Open weekdays from 7:30AM - 5:30PM.

Purcellville
Carver Center (off S. 20th St.)
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Ashburn

(off George Washington Blvd.)
45140 Riverside Parkway

571-258-3232

Leesburg
(near Leesburg Airport)

16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday

Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks,

Recreation & Community Services.

A unique facility, combini

Carver Center

200 Willie Palmer Way
Purcellville, VA 20132
571-258-3400

Community Center classes in the
afternoons, evenings and on Saturdays,
with Senior Center programming
weekdays from 9:00-2:00. Small and
large rooms also available to rent for
private or public functions.

ng full

On the web with daily updates at www.brleader.com
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GROWING IN
LOUDOUN!

LENDING
TEAM

203 Hirst Rd
540.441.7639

MARY LlZ MCCAU LEY TRACI HEFLIN

Financial Services Officer Financial Services Manager

GR EG JAY
540.441.7639
gjay@bankofclarke.com
NMLS #422111

ASHBURN
@ One Loudoun
44810 Saranac St
703.687.3260

JACKIE SMOOT JUDY JACKSON

Financial Services Officer Financial Services Manager

504 E Market St 571.205.2639
Openir‘]g dward@bankofclarke.com
Summer 2015 NMLS #870194

Member
FDic &

NAN HAVENS LYNNE PETRILLA

Financial Services Officer Financial Services Manager www.bankofclarke.com i
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Serving Purcellville, Hamilton, Leesburg, Round Hill, Bluemont, Middleburg,
Waterford, Lucketts, Lincoln, Lovettsville and Berryyville since 1995

703.408.4261

CATOCTIN CREEK RUNS THROUGH 3 ACRES! IMPRESSIVE SOLAR POWER Bl.UEMONT JUST LISTED BLUEMONT
.a. Y \‘*‘F‘I'" — -' = Ny Salae . 5 . T ""'l"'l" T =g -

This is the 2 story studio that comes with
the 18th Century Stone Residence

NEW PRICEI 3 MINUTES TO P-VILLE STARBUCKS
: B

-‘_.___ ’ i LIt ' ||_|_I..|I

Builder will offer free finished Recreation Room & Bath or So Charming Yet Restored w/2 Car Garage
10K in closing on this or any to be built for month of August

MTN VIEWS BETWEEN M-BURG & PVILLE LEESBURG COMMUTER'S DREAM

16 Acres Bring Horses, Well Installed, 11 Gorgeous Acres, Well Installed, Approved DF, Covenants 10 Lush Acres Minutes to Marc Train, Covenants
Approved DF, Covenants
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‘-:‘% CHICKENS? a o m ees, Associate BrOker MIDDLEBURG
" Keeping Chickens Atoka Properties Purcellville Office Top Producer 2014

2 pets i becoming ATOKA PROPERTIES
lar in Loud
S LR 703.408.4261 _
out which of these homes are Sam@atokaproperties.com ; | =1L
“Chicken Friendly! k . et ce TGS e FE\ ,I:
Ray Rees, Associate Broker, rayrees@ymail.com, 703.470.0680 Ll




