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 ANDREA GAINES

According to experts, right around age 14 
or 15, a young person is developing more 
and more intellectual skills, and early 
perception and insight skills. Their sense 
of humor changes, and while they are still 
susceptible to “naive opinions and one-
sided arguments,” they are increasingly 
reflective, and analytical – wondering, 
thinking, and exploring moral and ethical 
issues.

If they like the idea of helping people, 
responding to those with needs in the 
community, operating an ambulance, or 
maybe being a firefighter or EMS, this is the 
age when they might be wondering “Do I 
have a hero inside? Do I have what it takes 
to be a first-responder?”

Enter a program called Fire & EMS Career 

Exploring, a one-year, vocational training 
school of sorts for young adults aged 14 to 
16 interested in the fire and rescue – and 
related careers – field.

Kids in their early teen years are the 
perfect audience and students for this kind 
of program. They are looking to stretch 
themselves and find out what makes them 
...tick. And, this kind of program can help 
them find the answers.

In Fire & EMS Career Exploring, youth 
are assigned to a specific “post” – Explorer 
Post 6140 in Purcellville – and meet on 
the second and third Fridays of the month, 
starting in late August, going all the way 
through June of the next year.

They pay a modest, one-time fee of $75, 
which covers the entire program, their 

Finding the hero inside 

ANDREA GAINES

On July 19, the same night that the 
Conservation Easement program propos-
al was presented at the Board of Supervi-
sors Business Meeting, staff presented the 
BOS with a Draft Comprehensive Plan, 
and supporting documents developed as 
part of the Envision Loudoun process – 
now taking the form of Loudoun 2040.

A decidedly pro-preservation public 
continues to put enormous pressure on 
the County to protect undeveloped land 
– safeguarding both its fiscal house and 
residents’ quality of life. At the same time, 
the EL Stakeholders Committee and oth-
ers are encouraging the County to put its 
trust in the seemingly limitless economic 
upside of aggressive, pro-growth policies. 

Public demands versus nice-to-haves

The public has expressed its views on 
the new Comprehensive Plan with great 
specificity.

It strongly favors the three-part sub-
urban east, transitional middle, and  
rural west growth management strategy 
– maintaining the TPA as is, promoting 
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 ANDREA GAINES

Large and small corporations, and the 
influential people who run them, are 
known for their charity work – donating 
to the local food bank, holding an annual 
fundraiser, helping out when a non-profit 
needs new office space.

But, when a particular top executive 
is known, not just for supporting differ-
ent community projects ... but launching 
them, and investing enormous amounts 
of money, staff time, and expertise to 
keep them going, you understand im-
mediately that a very special person is 
behind the effort, with a very special mo-
tivation.

Such a person, and company, is Chuck 
Kuhn, founder, President and CEO of 
JK Moving Services, a worldwide “mov-
ing-plus” company headquartered in 
Sterling.

In corporate terms, the plus stands for 
the fact that JK operates locally, nation-
ally, and internationally, and provides, 
not just moving services, but storage, 
relocation, logistics, asset management, 
archival services, and document imaging, 
disposal, and recycling.

It is the largest independent mov-
ing company in North America. And, it 
serves everyone – from, as Kuhn relates, 
the local family that fell on hard times 
when their home burned to the ground, 
to American Presidents and Fortune 500 
companies. One of the company’s most 
iconic photos shows a JK Moving truck in 
front of the White House. 

In personal terms, the benefits that 
Kuhn and his company bring to the world 
can be summed up in the little words that 
make up the JK brand’s promise. “Care 
and Respect.” These things, said Kuhn, 
flow to all and in all interactions with the 
company – whether you are a customer, 
a supplier, an employee, a project volun-
teer, or a business partner.

That Kuhn routinely succeeds in put-

ting that care 
and respect into 
action shows in 
feedback from 
JK customers – 
who rave about 
the company’s 
services.

It shows in the company’s extraordi-
nary relationship with its employees, and 
carefully codified in a set of seven core 
values that everyone works to exemplify, 
values such as “take ownership” of your 
work, be caring and courteous, and “con-
nect the dots” – i.e. work collaboratively.

And, it shows in Kuhn’s personal and 
corporate commitment to serving the 
community.

Recently, in one fell swoop, JK Moving 
and the Kuhn Family Foundation pur-
chased a “swampy,” 87-acre property near 
Lucketts – for $1 million. It then put the 
land under conservation easement and 
got started on the real goal of the purchase 
– to sell the land to the Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy ... at less than 50 percent of 
what Kuhn paid for it ... so that the rare 
and endangered wildlife species living in 
the vernal pools there, including the Jef-
ferson salamander, could be protected.

That kind of thing takes, not just mon-
ey, and care, and respect, but nerve – 
nerve ... as in moxie.

“Have moxie!” is, in fact, one of those 
seven core company values Kuhn not only 
talks about, but lives. JK Moving’s Enter-
prise Core Values statement includes: 
“Have moxie. We employ know-how and 
a fearless resolve to lead, raise the bar, 
and embrace challenges. Approach work 
with enthusiasm and determination!”

So, there’s the vernal pool conserva-
tion effort – which brought Kuhn’s total 
purchase of conservation easement lands 
in Loudoun County to over 2,500 acres – 
and then there is this: The JK Community 
Farm.

Founded this year, the non-profit com-
munity farm performs one of the most 
fundamentally good community services 
in the world: it grows food and gives it 
away to people in need, including chil-
dren, seniors, and the working poor. In 
partnership with Loudoun Hunger Relief, 
farm-raised fruits, vegetables, and meats 
find their way to needy tables. And, the 
farm also provides opportunities for vol-
unteering and education – with everyone 
touched and involved getting that fa-
mous “care and respect” JK is known for.

As with Kuhn’s partnership 
with the Loudoun Wildlife Con-
servancy, the JK Community Farm 

is built to serve and built to last. 
The farm is managed by Michael Smith, 
a William and Mary graduate who owns 
and operates an organic CSA out of Win-
chester, which sells to Loudoun farm 
markets, and supplies restaurants in the 
area. Smith has grown more than 50 vari-
eties of chemical-free, non-GMO vegeta-
bles, “on a large scale,” notes the commu-
nity farm’s website.

The greater Loudoun community is 
very fortunate to have Chuck Kuhn. Not 
just when we’re contemplating a move, 
but when we need a little push, a little 
nerve, a little ... moxie.

BRL fruits & veggies calendar ... August

See our Five-Times-Cool No 
Cook Recipes on page 20, 

including Chilled Corn Soup.  

It’s hot, hot, hot out there, but easy to chill out with these 
cool, cool, cool fruits and vegetables ...

•	 Apples.  We’re deep into apple season now, with 
several months still to come.  Great for both sweet 
dishes and savory salads.      

•	 Blueberries and Blackberries continue throughout 
the month of August – packed with nutrition and 
flavor.  

•	 Cantaloupe, Cukes & Squash are savory favorites for 

the summer’s hottest month.

•	 Corn continues.  Go beyond-the-cob with our Five 
Times Cool Corn Soup recipe. 

•	 Nectarines and peaches are still here, but finish up 
this month.  Freeze away so you’ll have them to snack 
on and bake with this fall.  

Corn started in July and is getting better and better.  Great 
with fresh mozzarella and basil with a drizzle of olive oil.

And, don’t forget green peppers and green beans ... delish!

Protecting rare salamanders, filling tummies, 
making employees happy
Kuhn does it all with moxie

JK Moving employee and moving consultant, 
Tina Buckley.

A young harvester at the JK Community Farm.

Chuck Kuhn
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TIM JON

It’s an area where life seems constantly informed by 
the proximity of water, and, in this case, part of the charm 
is in the constant flowing of the liquid 
resource; now, having formerly lived – for 
quite a spell – along the famed Mississippi 
River in the Midwest, I’m still just a bit 
jealous of those who’ve had the fortune to 
place their home along a riverbank. And, 
yes, I’ve heard that life on a floodplain 
comes with challenges – even in our 
relatively civilized Northern Virginia; I recall concerns 
of high water encroachment for the residents living on 
Youngs Cliff Road (an almost-forgotten little corner east 
of Broad Run Farms, north of Countryside) from my days 
in the News Room at Wage Radio. So – when I used the 
term ‘fortune’ in connection to the status of these river 
neighbors, I fully intended that in both positive and 
negative senses. 

Getting stranded – either away from, or in, your home 
is no picnic, but the rewards of life in this secluded part 
of the County – I’m sure – more than make up for any 
inconveniences. And, that would depend upon how 
much one likes to live near that moving, brooding body 
of water; the Potomac runs a pretty thin arm between 
the mainland and a couple of islands – Selden and Van 
Deventer – in that northeastern portion of Loudoun 
– with the bulk of the southeasterly flow on the other 
side of the two land masses – just south of the Maryland 
mainland side (the islands technically reside within the 
Terrapin State’s boundaries, but their proximity to our 
shore always makes me feel they’re more Virginian). Mud 

and mosquitos notwithstanding, I’m sure those islands 
are a great temptation for adventure to any youngsters 
growing up along that shoreline; fishing, the possibility 
of animal sightings, and the lure of Native American 
artifacts hidden in the earth, would have captured my 
imagination had I spent any formative years within canoe 
paddling distance of them. 

And, back to the aforementioned mixed blessings of this 
little community, I also recall my news work – going back 
some 15 years now or so – on some serious health issues 
stemming from the insects on Selden and Van Deventer 
Islands; the Loudoun County Health Department 
confirmed a couple of cases of malaria (in the fall of 2002) 
for local teenagers – and the offending mosquitos were 
believed to have originated either on those two islands 
or other low-lying areas in their vicinity. The situation 
took quite a bit of attention and resources before officials 
gave the all-clear, so I’m sure folks who lived through 
that time up in that area still think twice before heading 
into the woods. So – once again, my fantasies of river life 
come with reminders of harsh reality. Intermittent floods 
and medical concerns are not to be shrugged off without 
consideration. 

Oh well, I can still enjoy an occasional drive along 
Youngs Cliff Road – which remains accessible only from 
the south and east – by car, that is: a quick turn from 
eastbound Route Seven spills off onto neighborhood roads 
heading north – and the driver experiences (I always do, 
anyway) an abrupt transformation from hurried, harried 
commuter travel – to a much more tranquil pace of 
movement around these parts– as if driving should slow 
down to match the locals on foot, out for a stroll – or even 

the nearby Potomac, sliding its way to the Chesapeake Bay. 
Having no outlet beyond the End of State Maintenance at 
the terminal end of the road, this neighborhood also can 
enjoy life without much cut-through traffic to adjacent 
developments; it’s pretty much a case of ‘you can’t get 
there from here,’ and I imagine most residents prefer it 
that way. The geography offers seclusion from almost all 
sides: the channel of Broad Run skirts the western edge 
of the neighborhood, the Potomac counters along the 
North, and Algonkian Park lies to the east – with another 
little waterway in between, for good measure. 

So – no, it’s not just like driving – or hiking – along my 
beloved Mississippi – but a nice, slow drive along Youngs 
Cliff Road reminds me that we can – at least temporarily, 
at chosen times – wind our hectic 21st Century pace down 
to say – that of the deliberate, inexorable progress of one 
of Nature’s elements as it flows from the interior of our 
Country to eventually mix with that of the sea. And, I find 
that a good thing. 

Just like nothing (else) on earth: youngs Cliff Road

• Eco-friendly

• Competitive pricing and can 
help with financing

• Built to your specifications

• No cheap or discount 
materials— but still offer the 
most competitive pricing in 
the industry

• We provide superior sale and 
customer service throughout 
the lifetime of your building.

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA

(888) 919-4797  
www.customgaragesofvirginia.com

Let’s design your custom structure,
and we’ll engineer it at surprisingly affordable prices.

JON
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DR. MIKE

Dr. Mike,
I have really bad anger management 

problems that have caused me a lot of pain 
in life, and I need help.  I’ve was kicked 
out of schools as a kid and fired from lot 
of jobs as an adult because of my temper.  
My first wife divorced me because of 
how mean I was to her, and my two older 

children with her won’t 
even visit me or talk to me 
anymore.  My current wife 
recently threatened to 
separate and she told me 
that she’d leave me too if 
I didn’t get control of my 
anger, and I’ve never felt 

so defeated or hopeless.  We have a 9 year 
old boy who my wife tells me is scared of 
me all the time and doesn’t even like me.  
I’m 57 years old, and I’ve never asked for 
help and I don’t even know how to do that 
or where to begin, so I thought I’d start 
here.  I could use your advice.  

– Angry in Loudoun County

Dear Angry in Loudoun County,
I truly am sorry for the emotional pain 

you’ve experienced over the course of 
your life, and continue to experience, 
and the negative impact your anger has 
had on your loved ones.  In my opinion, 
anger is often a secondary emotion, a sort 
of mask, that people sometimes rely on 
or put on to avoid their more vulnerable 
feelings of fear, anxiety, low self-esteem 
and/or insecurity.  While anger is a 
normal emotion, at the extreme end, it 
can become self-destructive and harmful 
to oneself and others, which seems to be 
the case for you.  

Not having evaluated you, I ethically 
can’t diagnosis you or offer you a 
treatment plan here, but based on what 
you’ve written, I’m concerned about 
you.  I strongly recommend that you 
seek out the help of a psychiatrist or 
psychologist that has experience working 
with individuals who suffer from severe 
range and longstanding untreated anger 
management struggles.    

Yes, the bad news is that your anger 
has already done a lot of harm, and I 

can certainly understand then while 
you’re feeling so defeated and hopeless.  
However, the good news is that folks with 
severe anger struggles can be successfully 
treated; research has shown that 
medication and psychotherapy together 
is most often the best course of action.  
Again, I strongly urge you to see someone 
to more specifically determine what sort 
of help you need to change – for yourself, 
your wife and your children. 

I want to leave you with a Native 
American parable, “Two Wolves,” that I 
think you might find helpful.  The parable 
illustrates the age old battle of human 
nature – the battle within.  

An old Cherokee is teaching his 
grandson about life. “A fight is going on 
inside me,” he said to the boy.  “It is a 
terrible fight and it is between two wolves. 
One is evil – he is anger, envy, sorrow, 
regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, 
resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, 
superiority, and ego.” He continued, 
“The other is good – he is joy, peace, 
love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, 
benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, 
compassion, and faith. The same fight is 
going on inside you – and inside every 
other person, too.” The grandson thought 
about it for a minute and then asked his 
grandfather, “Which wolf will win?” The 
old Cherokee simply replied, “The one 
you feed.”

Choosing to take the high road over 
the low road, being accountable, breaking 
old patterns of behavior and living a 
meaningful and authentic life without 
unhealthy anger will likely require a great 
deal of your patience and effort.  For a lot 
of folks with extreme anger management 
struggles the battle toward “the good” 
can be too much to manage alone, and 
know that there is no shame or weakness 
to get yourself the help you need.  

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice.  He has been 
featured on CNN, Good Morning America and 
several other outlets.  He can be reached at 703 
723-2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, 
Suite 240, Ashburn.

— Ask Dr. Mike —
By Michael Oberschneider Psy.D.

Veterans jobs fair set for August 24
Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-VA) 

has announced that the 2nd Annual 
10th  Congressional District Veterans 
Jobs Fair will take 
place Aug. 24. It will 
be held from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Loudoun County Public 
School Administration Building, 21000 
Education Court, in Ashburn. Federal 
and state agencies, businesses, local 
Chambers of Commerce, and veterans 

organizations will be represented.
Veterans may register for the event 

by going to: 10thdistrictveteranjobfair.
eventbrite.com.

Federal and state agencies, busi-
nesses, local Chambers of Commerce, 
and veteran support groups interested 
in participating should contact Rep. 
Comstock’s Veteran Outreach staff 
member Anthony Barnes at Anthony.
Barnes@mail.house.gov.  

GOVERNMENT
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CHARLES HOUSTON

Robert Townsend, chairman of 
Avis, wrote a 1970 landmark book 
called Up the Organization, arguing 
that businesses become bloated and 
inefficient as they age.

I’d expand that to cover all orga-
nizations, even nonprofits like land 
trusts.

Townsend’s idea was to upset the 
apple cart, and get a leaner business 
that had its mojo back. His target 
was hide-bound corporations – or-
ganizations unwilling or unable to 
change because of tradition or con-

vention.  My target? – land trusts. 
Why?  To put more land under con-
servation easements and away from 
developers.

Everyone needs to step up their 
game. The future of our open lands 
is at stake. And, better zoning isn’t 
enough, since it can be changed by a 
future local government. Conserva-
tion easements are better, protect-
ing land permanently. Current zon-
ing also doesn’t address the 11,000 
new houses that can be built by-
right in western Loudoun.

That’s scary. “By right” lets a de-
veloper buy land next door and build 
houses, with no public review. Worse, 
the upfront fiscal cost of those hous-
es – taxes for roads, schools, etc. – 
will be $330 million or more. That’s 
really scary. Ravage the neighbor-
hood in exchange for higher taxes?  

The best tool is a conservation 
easement. So let’s work it with all 
of our might ...

W i t h e a s e - m e n t s , 
t h e o w n e r gives up 
the right to subdivide, gets Virginia 
tax credits that can be sold for cash 
and large Federal tax deductions – 
and he still owns the land.

In wealthy areas around Middle-
burg, owners put their land into 

easement, unconcerned with the 
economics. Paul Mellon was an ear-
ly and grand land conservationist 
... and at the top of hunt country’s 
social pyramid. Pressure to keep up 

with the Mellons 
may have saved 
land.

So, Middleburg is ringed by tens of 
thousands of conserved acres.  But, 
north of Snickersville Turnpike you 
see very few easements – it’s a de-
velopers’ target. Most landowners 
here are not wealthy. They’d like to 
protect their property, but developer 
cash is hard to decline. Bills must be 
paid. Retirement seems impossible. 
Estate planning churns up emotions. 
Picture a moving van leaving just as 
bulldozers arrive, with Farmer Jones 
wiping a tear from his eye.

Now, toss out that maudlin  
image and try this …

Farmer Jones gets a phone call: 
“I’d like to talk to you about your 
Hillsboro farm. I think I can help 
you,” says a land trust representa-
tive.

Two days later as they tour the land 
the land trust guy – Charlie – says, 
“I like your farm a lot, but tell me 
about your personal goals.” Farmer 
Jones winces. He’s older. His chil-
dren have moved away, don’t want 
to farm, and always need money. 
Charlie isn’t surprised when Farmer 
Jones says that developers have of-
fered him over a million dollars and 
says, “I may have something better. 
I took the liberty of doing this finan-
cial projection.”

      Later Farmer Jones says to Char-
lie, “You get me with an appraiser 
and give me a good guess about how 
much I get from Virginia and my tax 
shelter. I get to keep my land but I 
can’t subdivide it. I can sell it if I 
ever want to, right?” “Exactly, and 
if you add up those things, I bet it’s 
just about as good as selling.”  

Three months later they shake 
hands, this time at a lawyer’s office. 
Charlie explained to Jones’ accoun-
tant how to get the financial bene-
fits. Farmer Jones executes the ease-
ment deed that will be held by the 

land trust. He says to Charlie, “I’ve 
been meanin’ to ask you. How’d you 
find me?” 

“Just hard work. I looked at maps 
showing every property, found who 
owned larger ones, and called. You 
were interested, so I came out to 
meet you, introduced you to a good 
appraiser, quarterbacked the pro-
cess, and here we are.” 

Farmer Jones pulls out a hand-
kerchief.  His burdens are gone, his 
land, saved.

But toss out that rosy scenario, too ...

Large land trusts don’t operate 
like that, because Farmer Jones is 
not their target.

They have romantic, idealized vi-
sions of rolling hills, of horse pas-
tures, and of themselves. They have 
environmental initiatives, educa-
tional programs, monitor land use 
and troubleshoot legislation. But, 
I’m more worried about McMansion 
Disease.  

Land trusts have basic duties: Pro-
curing easements and keeping tabs 
on the land –  “stewardship.” But, 
after picking the low-hanging fruit 
around Middleburg, the big ones ar-
en’t much of a factor here.

The Land Trust of Virginia says it 
had six easement prospects here ... 
but were all “in suspended status.” 
LTV does not show prospects the 
financial benefits.  And, many land-
owners balk at the front-end costs of 
an easement, including the trust’s 
“stewardship fee.” I asked LTV, “Can 
you help landowners with these 
costs?” “Yes, a little,” if the land’s on 
a Civil War battlefield. Magnanimi-
ty!  Per Townsend’s landmark book, 
what needs to change here?

On to the Piedmont Environmental 
Council ...

In many ways PEC been a huge 
success, holding easements on un-
told acres of land and watching for 
threats such as giant subdivisions.

But, in other ways, PEC flops.  
Many Board of Supervisors members 
are tired of PEC. It endlessly cries 
wolf, and has irked some easement 
donors. PEC is picky and arrogant 

– and in many circles, persona non 
grata. I heard that a philanthropic 
group asked the land trusts to stan-
dardize their easement deeds. Re-
portedly PEC said that was a great 
idea – just as long as they used PEC’s 
standard deed. My head is going to 
explode!  

PEC needs to reinvent itself.  It’s 
doing a poor job of obtaining ease-
ments by not supporting the less-
well-healed Farmer Joneses out 
there. The economic model doesn’t 
meet his needs.  It has ballyhooed 
new funding for conservation, with 
likeable PEC representatives mak-
ing engaging presentations and ap-
peals. But, is there a better econom-
ic model out there?  Businesses pay 
commissions to their sales people 
– should land trusts think about do-
ing the same?  Should stewardship 
fees be funded in another way?  Just 
a few ideas.

Also, documents about the pro-
cess of donating an easement have 
the appraisal factor – the economics 
– buried in a footnote.  They right-
ly say to get that appraisal “soon-
er rather than later.”  But, isn’t the 
landowner’s economic predicament 
– and the tax benefits that fix that – 
the whole ball of wax if a developer 
is offering you a million dollars?

Almost everyone sells in some way ...  
so drill down on the economics.

These are just ideas.  Thoughts.  I 
want to sell you – the conservation 
community – on the idea of protect-
ing Loudoun County from sprawl. I 
try to get your attention, explain the 
situation, and emphasize how ease-
ments benefit all. 

Where I trying to get property 
owners to put their land into ease-
ment, I would not count on some be-
neficent act. I’d start with the eco-
nomics and I’d get easements.

With their resources and expertise 
PEC and LTV could sell much better 
than I ever could – but a big reinvent 
thorough self-assessment is needed.

 

Charles Houston developed office buildings 
in Atlanta, and has lived in Paeonian Springs 
for 20 years.

Reinventing land trusts

OPINION
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It’s like putting money down a black 
hole – Until You Need It!  It is the major, 
unplanned-for loss that permanently 
wrecks financial well-being.  Consider 
the following:

Major illness:   Paying the premiums 
and then the deductible is annoying.  
However, failure to cover the possibil-
ity of a long-term illness can devas-
tate savings and, even, lead to 
bankruptcy.  

Fire:  The loss of a residence 
seems remote to most folks.  
However, it happens.  If there is 
inadequate coverage, compa-
rable replacement may not be 
possible.  At the same time the 
mortgage must be paid.  

Liability:  Harm to an individual – 
eg., an invited guest or a random victim 
in a car accident – can be emotionally 
gut-wrenching.  One can be charged 
with liability for his/her actions which 
arguably caused injury to a friend or 
family member as well, of course, to a 
stranger.  Having ample liability cover-
age – and, I would suggest, an umbrella 
policy – does give some peace of mind 
even though it may not remove the 
personal pain.  Also, not having to pay 
lawyers to defend you (they are paid by 
your insurance company) can help re-
lieve much stress. 

Disability:  The inability to func-
tion in the workplace due to disease or 
accident can put an abrupt end to the 
income stream which is supporting the 
family in whole or in part.  Income re-
placement policies are expensive and 
are often not part of the employment 
package provided by employers.  Fur-
thermore, there are vast differences 
among policies -- e.g., the definition of 
“disability,” waiting period before cov-
erage begins, length of time the ben-
efit is paid, etc.  High quality policies 
are more expensive.  Honestly, this is a 
difficult area of risk management, and 
hopefully it will not be needed.  For the 
major bread-earner, however, it is an 
essential element for financial well-be-
ing of the family.

Long term care:  Medicare does not 
provide long term care.  The need for 
in-home care or residential assisted 
living must be self-insured.  Having a 
policy can mean the difference between 
staying at home or having to going into 
residential living.  It also gives peace of 
mind to parents who are not wanting 
to deplete the children’s inheritance.  
The cost of the long-term care policy 
depends on the “bells and whistles” 
one contracts for – eg, waiting period, 

length of time the benefit will pay, the 
amount of the benefit, and whether 
there is an inflation adjustment to the 
benefit.  It is not too early for folks in 
their late 40’s to begin to look at these 
policies.  The earlier coverage begins, 
the lower the premium.  

Life: This is certainly an area where 
you hope the insurance company wins 

the bet; that is, that you live 
a long life!  The type of pol-
icy one obtains—permanent 
vs term -- depends on the risk 
that the loss of the insured 
poses.  The major bread-earner 
with young children certainly 
needs to cover potential child 

care and education costs.  Even the 
non-income producing spouse should 
have some coverage.  Typically, cost of 
term insurance for parents with young 
children is inexpensive; however, it is 
the time of life when insurance is most 
needed.  

Your author does not sell insurance.  
However, he has personally experienced 
the loss of his residence by fire, the 
long-term illness and death of a loved 
one, and a disability. The value of ap-
propriate insurance at the right time 
cannot be overstated.

This information has been obtained from sources 
considered to be reliable, but Raymond James 
Financial Services, Inc., does not guarantee that 
the foregoing material is accurate or complete. 
This information is not a complete summary   or 
statement of all available data necessary for 
making an investment decision and does not 
constitute a recommendation. Amy V. Smith Wealth 
Management, LLC, is not a registered broker/dealer 
and is independent of Raymond James Financial 
Services.  Amy V. Smith CFP®, CIMA® offers securities 
through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., 
member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services 
offered through Amy V. Smith Wealth Management, 
LLC. Her office is located at 161 Fort Evans Road, 
NE, Suite 345, Leesburg, VA 20176. (Tel.703-669-
5022, www.amysmithwealthmanagement.com) 
Dan Smith is not affiliated with Raymond James. 
Any opinions expressed are those of the author and 
not necessarily  those of RJFS or Raymond James. 
These policies have exclusions and/or limitations. 
The cost and availability of life insurance depends on 
factors such as age, health and the type and amount 
of insurance purchased. As with most financial 
decisions, there are expenses associated with the 
purchase of life insurance.  Policies commonly have 
mortality and expense charges. In addition, if a policy 
is surrendered prematurely, there may be surrender 
charges and some tax implications. Long Term Care 
Insurance or Asset based Long Term Care Insurance 
Products may not be suitable for all investors.  
Surrender charges may apply for early withdrawals 
and, if made prior to age 59-1/2, may be subject to 
a 10% federal tax penalty in addition to any gains 
being taxed as ordinary income.  Please consult with 
a licensed financial professional when considering 
your insurance options. Guarantees are based on the 
claims paying ability of the insurance company.

Insurance:   
What’s the use of it?

15002 Mountain Rd, 
Purcellville $679,900

14545 Shadowbrook Ln, Purcellville $975,000

16646 Mandileigh Ln, 
Hamilton

12700 Taylors Valley 
Ln, Lovettsville

214 Wilson Ave, 
Leesburg

102 Morven Park Rd 
NW, Leesburg 

 

33867 Snickersville 
Tpke, Bluemont

Benedum Farm. 155 
Acres, Purcellville

905 Devonshire Cir, Purcellville300 Spring Branch Ct, Purcellville

Under Contract in Hirst FarmJust Sold in Hirst Farm

Just Sold Just SoldJust Sold

Just SoldJust Sold Just Sold

Just Listed 16 Acres w/ Hand Built Barn & Mountain Views!

38356 Hughesville Road, 
Hamilton

Coming Soon 9 Acres & Stream

Please Call: 703-408-4261Sam & Ray Rees, 
Associate Brokers

onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Fall Delivery 3 Acres & 5 bedrooms

AMY AND DAN SMITH

— Amy and Dan Smith’s Planning for Life —
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When It’sHotOut 
           Stop By For Some 

AT ANY ONE OF OUR RESTAURANTS 

C�l
Summer
Salad
Selections

FIRE WORKS

Voted #1 Date Spot & #1 Fine Dining Voted #1 Pizza & #1 Outdoor Dining
By The Readers Of Loudoun Now In Their 2018 Annual Loudoun Favorites Poll. 

magnoliasmill.com

tuskies.com

southstreetunder.comfireworkspizza.com
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Address: 23057 Kirk Branch Road, Middleburg
MLS: LO10214481 
4 bedrooms, 4 full & 2 one-half baths 
Total Acreage: 3.1 acres 
List Price: $1,270,00 
Agent: Kathy Hessler, Sampson Properties, 703 615-1493 
Website: www.KathyHessler.com
Email: kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com 

ANDREA GAINES

When a home occupies a truly 
gorgeous piece of land, the 
possibilities for breathtaking 

spaces – inside 
and out – are 
there for the 

taking.  And, when that factor 
is combined with a beautifully-
designed and remodeled house 
with an open floor plan, sun 
room, screened porch, and 
windows and glass that welcome 
every bit of light available ... pure 
magic happens.

This home is located at 23057 
Kirk Branch Road, overlooking 
Goose Creek, in Middleburg.  	
Remodeled and expanded in 
2009, outside you’ll hear nothing 
but the soft sound of rushing 
water and the oohs and aahs 
coming from the yard as someone 
notices an eagle flying overhead.

Inside, maybe it’s the sound of 
someone cooking in the gourmet 
kitchen, quiet music moving through 
the dining and living areas, or the 
welcome silence of a quiet moment 
with a book – aided by recessed lighting 
and custom pocket doors.

Wherever you are on the property, 
you’ll understand at once that as 
this home was sited, designed, built 
and landscaped for that perfect 
combination of quality, uniqueness, 
and functionality – for this home has a 
very, very special feel.

The specific features that contribute 
to that include wooden garage 
doors, the screened porch, an LP 
gas-powered home generator, a six-

burner Heartland stove with a double 
oven, two dishwashers, and a propane 
wood stove. There is custom cabinetry 
throughout, heart pine floors, and 
Anderson windows and doors, too. A 
steam shower in the master bath, a 
cedar closet in the master bedroom, 
brass and nickel faucets, radiant 
floor heat, a sun room and three 
fireplaces add to the interior’s comfort 
and elegance.  And, a beautifully 
landscaped and hardscaped lawn and 
garden, accented with lots of mature 
trees completes the picture.

Come see this home, and experience 
it’s very special feel.

Inside and outside in perfect harmony 

REAL ESTATE

Due to the rain out of the Purcellville 
Wine and Food Festival Saturday, July 
21, refunds will be given – refunds for 
tickets and tables purchased in advance 
will be made through the online 
ticketing system, 
Eventbrite. Refunds for 
tickets purchased with 
credit cards at the gate will be issued 
automatically.   Those who purchased 
tickets at the gate using cash, please 
email aware@purcellvilleva.gov.  

The Town thanks everyone who 
braved the weather. Unfortunately, as 

the conditions worsened, the decision 
was made to close the festival early in 
the interest of public safety. Looking 
forward to a sunny day for the festival 
in 2019!

Refunds issued for the 2018  
Wine and Food Festival

GOVERNMENT

1-800-524-1603 • www.totalremodelingsystems.com
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Enjoy every season…
from the comfort of your sunroom.

20% OFF
SUNROOMS 

AND 
SCREEN 
ROOMS
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SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

If you want to discover 
the essence of the late 
Frank Sinatra, you 
must read a magazine 
piece entitled, ``Frank 
Sinatra has a Cold’’ by 
Gay Talese. Written in the mid-1960s, 
the piece features an aging Sinatra. It 
serves as a layered portrait of a truly 
complicated man, exploring the nuances 
and subtleties surrounding the iconic 
singer’s existence.

When I first came across this brilliant 
work of journalism a few years ago, I 
found myself unable to put it down. 
Reading  the article  became a sort of 
pastime, leading to regularly offering 
up paragraphs to whoever was in 
earshot. No less fascinating was another 
character found embedded within 
the Sinatra narrative - his first wife, 
Nancy Sinatra (formerly Barbato). A 
woman nearly rivaling her husband in 
complexity.

Her recent passing at the age of 101 has 
resurrected the narrative surrounding 
her role in the life of her famous husband. 
They met under far less glamorous 
circumstances. “He met my mother one 
summer at the beach,” their son Frank 
Jr. told Talese. She, the daughter of a 
plasterer, and Frank, the son of a fireman. 
“Both are Italian, both Roman Catholic, 
both lower-middle-class summer 
sweethearts,” Frank Jr. said. It seemed 
like a match made in heaven.

During the early years of their 
marriage, they lived rather modestly. 
Before his voice struck gold, Sinatra 
logged hours as a restaurant singing 
waiter, while his young wife worked 
as a secretary. She gave birth to three 
children: Nancy, Frank Jr., and Tina. 
Their family life erupted the moment 
Sinatra’s fortunes reversed.

Suddenly, his fame allowed for a 
more comfortable lifestyle. His voice 
attracting legions of women, his 
marriage vows doing little to contain his 
extracurricular activities. Twelve years 
after a promising start, the marriage was 
dissolved. Days later, Frank married Ava 
Gardner, publicly humiliating his ex-
wife in the process.

The divorce dealt quite a blow to 
Nancy. “I would hear her crying quietly 
at night while I was going to sleep,” 
her daughter would say decades later. 
Sinatra’s second marriage would quickly 
dissolve, with another two embarked 
upon before he passed away in 1998. 
The circumstances surrounding the 
demise of his relationship with his first 

wife seemingly assuring an acrimonious 
connection for the duration of their 
forced interactions due to the sharing of 
children.

Puzzlingly, animosity never 
materialized. Nancy remained loyal 
to the end, never speaking a bad word 
about her ex-husband in public. “There 
is no bitterness, only great respect and 
affection between Sinatra and his first 
wife,” Talese wrote, “and he has long 
been welcome in her home...”

How could Nancy Sinatra be so 
forgiving? Perhaps she still loved him, 
or was simply attempting to prevent her 
children from being negatively affected 
by the divorce. Whatever the reason, 
her loyalty remains striking, especially 
in a world increasingly devoid of such 
obvious displays of fidelity.

As for Frank, his feelings towards his 
ex-wife were filled with palpable regret. 
He once told his daughter that if he 
could do it all again, he would never have 
left his first wife. This similar sentiment 
uttered by Jack Kent Cooke to his son, 
along with a litany of other famous 
men and women. Does something about 
achieving a certain level of success cause 
a temporary distortion in perspective?

Perhaps, with the benefit of hindsight, 
Sinatra came to understand what he 
lost. Nancy had chosen him long before 
his career had taken off. She chose to 
spend her life with a man who was a 
singing waiter, not an international 
singing sensation. I once heard former 
Secretary of State Colin Powell give an 
interview in which he pointed out that 
his wife “married a second lieutenant,” 
rather than a sitting Cabinet member 
or a general. Making Nancy Sinatra’s 
loyalty all the more precious. 

Her life after Frank was a happy one, 
dedicated to the lives of her children 
and various charitable causes. She never 
remarried. “When you’ve been married 
to Frank Sinatra,” Talese reported her 
telling a friend, in explanation of her 
chosen singleness. Her notoriety due 
nearly entirely to the work of her former 
husband, her staying power manifested 
in her never failing loyalty. It does not 
seem far-fetched to say she likely went 
to her grave possessing the same level of 
affection for her ex-husband exhibited 
during his lifetime. Leaving observers to 
wonder aloud what could have been, if 
a certain world-renowned singer could 
have been a better husband. Maybe he 
never really got over that cold.

To read more go to www.holdingontohopetoday.
com.

MOORE-SOBEL

True fidelity

Folks would love to move out here 
to experience the peaceful living 

and open spaces we all enjoy, but 
inventory is at an all-time low. If the 
time has come for you to put your 
own house on the market, then let 
us guide you through the process 
of listing your house and finding a 

qualified buyer.

SO
LD

Absolutely charming 3 BR stone and log home, 
c.1790, with 2 stall barn, fenced paddocks, FIOS. 

$699,000

11+ acres with view of Blue Ridge, 3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath 
Cape is just minutes from downtown Middleburg. Large 
bright rooms, main level master, great rideout. $899,000

SO
LD

FO
R

SA
LE

Quality abounds in this 4 Br, 4 Ba fully brick house with the 
gracious proportions and finishes in the style of a stately 

old Virginia home. In Unison on 11+ acres. $1,170,000

Beautifully Renovated and Updated, w/COMCAST 
on 3+ acres. Main Level Master. 5 Bdr, 3.5 Bath,  

3 Finished Levels. $739,000

NEW
 

PRIC
E

Kim Hurst
703-932-9651
YourCountryHome.net
Kim@AtokaProperties.com

Jane Hensley
571-550-2728

MiddleburgRealEstate.com
123JHensley@gmail.com

H U R S T  |  H E N S L E Y

HH
Middleburg Real Estate

540-687-6321

Hurst-Hensley  
Is PoPPIng…

… with several sales of homes that found their buyers 
before the property even hit the market. This is not 
the year to be relying on your own web searches to 

find your dream house; the market is moving too fast 
with too little inventory. Let us bring you the insider 

information that will give you the competitive edge in 
a crowded market.

Hurst-Hensley had 
an Outstanding 

October…
... and we’ve got more new properties being prepared for November. If you’ve been 
looking for your next home, check with us about our just-listed new inventory. If you’ve 
considered selling, let’s see if we can match your property with the right purchaser. 
Contact us for a no-obligation, free consultation about highlighting your home in the 
current real estate marketplace.

│
Kim Hurst

703-932-9651
YourCountryHome.net 
Kim@AtokaProperties.com 

Jane Hensley

571-550-2728
MiddleburgRealEstate.com
123JHensley@gmail.com

Middleburg Real Estate
540-687-6321

JU
ST 

LIS
TED

Gorgeous 5 bedroom, retreat-style custom home 
nestled on 34 private acres in Bluemont, with stunning 

views of Shenandoah Valley below. $885,000

FOR

SALE

11+ ac home with main-level master, 
in Middleburg, $949,000

FOR

SALE

Fully renovated c.1720 home on  
13 creekside acres in Purcellville.

Offered for $899,000

FOR

SALE

Brick/stone home in Philomont, 6+ ac, 
7 fireplaces. Unique layout perfect for 
home plus guest rental. $1,075,000

JU
ST

LIS
TED

Quality abounds in this  4 Br, 4 ba fully brick house with the 
gracious proportions and finishes in the style of a stately 

old Virginia home. In Unison on 11+ acres.  $1,170,000

FOR

SALE

Serene country home with pond, guest 
house. 12 acres near Unison, add’l 6 

acres available. Offered at $1,095,000

JU
ST

LIS
TED

Enjoy spectacular mountain views from this home 
with 5 large upstairs bedrooms. Located on 10 level 
and fenced acres in beautiful Bluemont. $674,000

FOR

SALE

Historic manor house on 7 ac, 
with pool, pond, formal gardens, 

$1,495,000

Serene country home with pond, guest house. 
12 acres near Unison, add’l 6 acres avaiilable. 

Offered at $995,000

NEW
 

PRIC
E
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VALERIE CURY

At the July 19 Board of Supervisors 
Business Meeting, Supervisor Tony R. 
Buffington Jr. (R-Blue Ridge) presented 
a board initiative seeking approval for 
a County-sponsored land conservation 
easement program 
that would provide fi-
nancial assistance to 
property owners with yearly incomes of 
$250,000 or less, who want to put their 
land into conservation easement. The 
proposal would give up to “fifty per-
cent, but not to exceed $15,000 of the 
administrative costs associated with 
setting up a conservation easement 
with a Land Trust Organization.” Buff-
ington said this would be a County-run 
program to help land-rich, cash-poor 
residents, and also reduce County in-
frastructure and services costs. 

The recommended starting budget 
for the proposed program would be 
$150,000, allowing for approximately 
10 assistance grants per fiscal year. The 
monies would come from the year-end 
fund balance. 

A conservation easement is a vol-
untary agreement between a property 
owner and a land trust organization 
that places limits on the development 
potential of a property, with the prop-
erty owner relinquishing future devel-
opment rights on the property in per-
petuity. There are legal/administrative 
costs to land owners who wish to put 
their land in a conservation easement.

Said Supervisor Suzanne M. Volpe 
(R-Algonkian), “It will be important for 
us to have all the information.” Volpe re-
quested to see a map with lands current-
ly in conservation easement throughout 
the County and the number of acres – 
including land in open space. She also 
mentioned that there would have to be 
a minimum number of acres per ease-
ment, and expressed concern regarding 
the threshold of $250,000. Said Volpe, 
“Someone who is making $250,000 can 
apply for assistance to this program – 
this would be of concern to me.” 

These concerns were echoed by Vice 
Chair Ralph M. Buona (R-Ashburn), 
who said that $250,000 was “a little rich 
for my blood,” which he noted is two 
times the median income. “If you make 
one quarter of a million dollars a year, 
you can qualify for this subsidy… This is 
not ready for prime time.”

Supervisor Matthew F. Letourneau 
(R-Dulles District) said he wanted to 
see an analysis of all current County 
land use programs. 

Supervisor Koran T. Saines (D-Ster-
ling) reminded his colleagues to look 
at the east. “I want to make sure we 
are not overlooking the east,” he said, 
pointing out that there are some large 
undeveloped parcels of land in Sterling.

“This is fiscally conservative … a good 
pilot program,” said Supervisor Ron 
Meyer (R-Broad Run).

Supervisor Geary M. Higgins (R-Cato-
ctin) said, “Conservation easements are 
not just a great way to preserve open 
space, they are also a great way to save 
the County money … because we don’t 

have to provide services for develop-
ment that’s not there.” Higgins point-
ed out that the best way to preserve 
Loudoun County was not with one tool 
but many – “whether it’s with conserva-
tion easements, leasing arrangements, 
land use, open space easements …”

The Board has directed staff to pres-
ent an overview at a September BOS 
meeting, of all open space programs, 
lists of current easements, and a map 
with the locations and acres. It will then 
go to an October meeting to work out 
the details.

Importantly, discussions on the con-
servation easement program did not ad-
dress clear inconsistencies with what is 
currently happening with the Envision 
Loudoun process. That process would 
set out growth and development tar-
gets as far as 2040, and is recommend-
ing moving land from the Rural Policy 
Area to the Transition Policy Area, and 
increasing densities in the TPA. It is 
also suggesting that towns that have 
Joint Land Management Areas (JLMAs), 
including Round Hill, Hamilton, and 
Purcellville, grow into those areas at 
in-town densities – even encouraging 
annexations.

Conservation easement 
proposal advances

GOVERNMENT

Amish Crafted
Structures, Furniture, Decor & Gifts. 

Amish Built is our specialty.

Furniture Showroom Now Open in Leesburg!

15 year warranty on 
most structures.  

Restrictions apply.

2122 N. Frederick Pike
Winchester, VA

540-667-5689

5451 Old Alexandria Tnpke
Warrenton, VA

540-341-7883

1348 E. Market Street
Leesburg, VA

703-687-4303

thisnthatamishoutlet.com
Financing and rent to own is available on most building structures. 

Gift certificates and layaway available.

FREE SITE
EVALUATION Look for the 

Amish buggy!

Discussions on the conservation 
easement program did not 

address clear inconsistencies 
with what is currently happening 

with the Envision Loudoun 
process. That process would 
set growth and development 

targets as far out as 2040, and 
is recommending moving land 
from the Rural Policy Area to 
the Transition Policy Area and 

increasing densities in the TPA. 
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VALERIE CURY

Construction has begun for the 20 
by-right homes located on the Ball 
property – between S. 32nd St. and the 
Loudoun Golf and Country Club.

The 10.98-acre Blue Ridge Estates 
project – all of which lies in a Town 
Historic District – is being developed 
by L.S. Mitchel Development 
Company, LLC. Geotechnical reports 
show that due to the presence of rock, 
blasting will be required as part of the 
excavation process. Purcellville Town 
Council member Nedim Ogelman 
has asked the Loudoun County Fire 
Marshall to enforce all blasting 
rules specifically written to protect 
venerable historic structures. Chief 
Fire Marshal Linda Hale  had initially 
indicated she was prepared to approve 
blasting restrictions. 

The owners of the property 
previously sought unsuccessfully, due 
to public pressure, to rezone the land 
for a higher density of approximately 
45 homes. 

The Historic Corridor Overlay 
District in question is roughly bounded 
by the W&OD Trail, S. 32nd Streets., 
West, E, F, and G Streets, Maple 
Avenue, and others.

By-right development enables 
the property owner to build with 
very limited public input on the 
development plans. The Ball property 
is zoned R2 residential, a designation 
which dates back to 1991. In October 

2008, the former 
Lazaro Council 
reduced the building 

setback space requirements in R2 
zones, which allows houses to take 
up a larger portion of each lot and be 
sited closer to the road and neighbors’ 
homes. 

Town staff approved the BRE 
application in November 2016, with 
a single entry/exit at 32nd St., an 
upgraded sewer pump station that 
will serve the west end of Town, and 
a pedestrian trail. The developer will 
also build a stonewall along the street 

side. Construction will begin in late 
summer/early fall, with occupancy 
sometime in 2019. 

According to a letter dated July 6 
from Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc. to 
residents in the Historic District, “The 
blasting is not intended to pulverize a 
large amount of rock, [but] rather break 
the rock close to the blasting site … “ 
“In most cases,” continued Vibra-Tech, 
“ ... you may feel a small vibration; 
however this should cause no adverse 
effects to you or your home.” 

In an email to the developers of BRE 
on July 11, Council Member Nedim 
Ogelman asked them to confirm 
in writing that they would adhere 
to the “special rules on blasting” 
in a registered historic district – in 
accordance with  the Loudoun County 
Fire Marshal’s Blasting Requirements.

In a July 12 email to Travis Ludvigsen 
of that office, Ogelman wrote, “As 
a citizen of Loudoun County and 
representative of Purcellville citizens, 
I kindly and respectfully ask that you 
enforce at the Blue Ridge Estates 
development project in Purcellville 
all limits, rules, and requirements for 
blasting in a registered historic district 
as outlined on pp. 4-5 of the Loudoun 
County Fire Marshall’s Blasting 
Requirements.” 

The Fire Marshal’s Office is 
responsible under the Statewide Fire 
Prevention Code to regulate the use 
of explosives and blasting agents used 
in commercial blasting operations 
in accordance with Chapter 33 of the 
Loudoun County Fire Prevention Code 
and ordinances.

Chief Fire Marshal Linda Hale 
emailed Ogelman on July 18 saying 
that – to date – “the only historically 
recorded structure in the vicinity is 
141 S. 32nd street.  If you are aware of 
others that have not been identified, 
please advise us immediately so we 
may rectify the blasting requirements.”

In a July 19 email, Ogelman 
stated, “I respectfully disagree with 
your assessment of what buildings 
constitute historic structures along 
32nd Street.” He continued, “There 

are multiple houses along 32nd Street 
within this registered historic district, 
in addition to 141 S. 32nd Street that fit 
the description of historic structures ... 
These include, but are not limited to 
301 S. 32nd Street, 130 S. 32nd Street, 
140 S. 32nd Street, 150 S. 32nd Street 
... I am aware of only one house in 
the Purcellville Historic District along 
S. 32nd Street that does not qualify 
as a historic structure … because it 
was built in the 21st century.   All of 
the historic structures in the historic 
district on S. 32nd Street that qualify 
are registered under the overarching 
category ‘the collection of buildings 
within the Purcellville Historic 
District’ that represent ‘a range of 
architectural styles popular during 
the 19th and 20th centuries in rural 
Loudoun County ...’ ”

“Since most of the houses on S. 
32nd Street fulfill the criteria for 
contributing to the DHR and National 
Register of Historic Places registered 
historic district,” continued Ogelman, 
“ ... and since they require the added 
care you describe related to blasting ... I 
respectfully request your commitment 
to holding William A. Hazel Companies 
and L.S. Mitchel Development 
Company, LLC accountable for 
adhering to the historic district 
standards for blasting within 500 feet 
of all conforming structures within 
the Purcellville Historic District as set 
out in Loudoun County Fire Marshal’s 
Office, April 10, 2013 Explosives and 
Blasting Permit Requirements …”

Chief Hale has responded to 
Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser’s 
follow-up inquiry indicating a blasting 
permit has not yet been issued, and 
will not “until the required level 
of scrutiny has been applied and 
authorized under the code which the 
Loudoun County Fire Marshal’s Office 
enforces.” Furthermore Chief Hale, 
in recognizing the concerns from 
local homeowners, assured Fraser 
that her office will remain diligent 
and consistent in the application and 
enforcement of the code. 

Ogelman goes to the mat re blasting 
near historic structures

GOVERNMENT
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Lovettsville, $695,000
One Level Living, Chef’s Kit, 10+ac

Leesburg, $635,000
10 ac, Creek, LL Apt, Horse Potential

Leesburg, $375,000
Two Masters, Deck, Gas FP

Bluemont, $950,000
2 Homes, 9ac, Pond, Pool, 1st Fl Brs

Berryville, $385,000
No HOA, Pool, Fabulous Lower Level

Harpers Ferry, $325,000
Lake Living, Private Beach, Dock

Marshall, $819,000
45+ ac, Potential Horse Farm

Licensed in VA & WV
MarcyC@MarcyC.com 

540.533.7453
www.MarcyC.com

Facebook @MarcyCantatore 
Instagram @MarcyCSells

SELLING
HOMES, FARMS

and LAND

Purcellville, 10ac, $160,000 
Bluemont, 1.45ac, $100,000
Leesburg, 4.4ac, $225,000

Paris, 1.57ac, $97,500 
Summit Pt WV, 8+ac , $125,000 

Bluemont, .77ac, $75,000

LAND-BUILD DREAM HOME!

Berryville, $419,000
No HOA, Pool, Custom LL

Purcellville, $659,000
Backs to Golf Course

Summit Point, $725,000
57+ac, “Wildwood” c 1869

Round Hill $395,000
HW Floors, FP, Great Back Yard

sold in bluemont

Marcy Knows the Local Market

sold in bluemont

Licensed in VA & WV
MarcyC@MarcyC.com 

540.533.7453
www.MarcyC.com

Facebook @MarcyCantatore 
Instagram @MarcyCSells

SELLING
HOMES, FARMS

and LAND

Purcellville, 10ac, $160,000 
Bluemont, 1.45ac, $100,000
Leesburg, 4.4ac, $225,000

Paris, 1.57ac, $97,500 
Summit Pt WV, 8+ac , $125,000 

Bluemont, .77ac, $75,000

LAND-BUILD DREAM HOME!

Berryville, $419,000
No HOA, Pool, Custom LL

Purcellville, $659,000
Backs to Golf Course

Summit Point, $725,000
57+ac, “Wildwood” c 1869

Round Hill $395,000
HW Floors, FP, Great Back Yard

sold in bluemont

Marcy Knows the Local Market

sold in bluemont

SOLD
round hill

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

 ANDREA GAINES

In early May, three homes in the 
Willowsford community were damaged 
by stray bullets. The bullets came from 
several weapons being fired on private 
property in the Village of Lenah. One 
of the weapons was identified as a 
machine gun.

Since the use of the weapons was 
perfectly legal and appeared to comply 

with all County 
ordinances, no action 
was taken by, in this 

case, the Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Given the dangers to residents in the 
area, including children, the incident 
did, however, get the attention of the 
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors. 
And, although the BOS declined to 
make specific changes to County gun 
ordinances following the incident, 
the Board has asked staff to review 
all County ordinances related to gun 
safety and the public. The issues to be 
explored include whether ordinances 
controlling the discharge of weapons 
near occupied buildings, the firing of 
bullets over another person’s land, and 
the discharge of weapons in or near 

increasingly more populated areas of 
the County need to be adjusted.

The Code of Virginia provides that 
localities may not take any action 
controlling “the purchase, possession, 
transfer, ownership, carrying, storage or 
transporting of firearms, ammunition, 
or components or combination thereof,” 
unless that action is authorized by 
state and/or federal law. State law gives 
localities limited authority to address 
the use of firearms – preventing unsafe 
discharges of firearms in more heavily 
populated areas or near public roads, 
for example.

The first gun safety measure passed 
by the BOS dates back to 1977 when it 
adopted an ordinance “to regulate the 
carrying, transporting, or possessing of 
shotgun or rifle on public highways ... 
“ The Board has taken dozens of votes 
since that time, dealing with complex 
issues such as the “Transfer of Guns to 
Minors,” to the simpler things – such 
as the use of paintball guns, pneumatic 
guns, and the outdoor shooting of clays.

The staff’s findings will be presented 
to the Board at its December 4 Business 
Meeting.

ANDREA GAINES

St. Pope Cyril Coptic Orthodox 
Church – which faced substantial early 
opposition on its Special Exception 
application to build a new worship 
center on the Old Carolina Road in 
Aldie – has won approval to proceed 

with the next phase of 
the project.

In the end, both 
the project and the 

applicants received high praise from 
multiple members of the Board of 
Supervisors.

Supervisor Tony R. Buffington Jr. 
(R-Blue Ridge), who made the motion 
to approve the Special Exception, 
thanked the neighbors who had come 
out in opposition to the project, 
noting that their voices had “made 
application better.” But, he reserved 
most of his praise for the church 
congregation, which, he said, had 
made substantial compromises to get 

their application approved.
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 

Chair Phyllis Randall was equally 
supportive, noting that there was “no sound 
reason not to approve” the application.

Tiny Aldie is under increasing 
pressure from the development 
sweeping east to west up Rt. 50, 
and north to south around Gilbert’s 
Corner. 

Concerns about the size of the 
church – and the small community’s 
ability to accommodate the traffic 
that would be generated by the 450-
seat structure – led the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors to delay 
an up/down vote to its recent July 
19 Business Meeting. The church’s 
building footprint alone is six to ten 
times larger than any structure in an 
area of mostly private homes.

Friends of Old Carolina Road had 
opposed the project, circulating a 

County reviewing discharge 
of firearms ordinances

19,000 sq. ft. church  
approved for Aldie 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Lieutenant Joseph 
Schroeck, Acting Chief of 
Police with the Purcellville 
Police Department retired 
on Friday, July 27. He 
served in law enforcement 
for 34 and a half years, 
and in Purcellville for 
18 and a half years. Said 
Schroeck, “It was an honor 
serving the residents of 
Purcellville over the past 
eighteen and a half years.” 
Purcellville Mayor Kwasi 
Fraser said, “Throughout 
the four years I have known 
him, Lt. Schroeck has been 
a great public servant, 
in that he has always 
been accessible and responsive 
to the public safety needs of our 
community. Further, Lt. Schroeck 
has embraced the role of Acting 
Chief and has successfully led 
the department through the 
challenges of the past several 
months. Under his leadership, the 

Police Department delivered key 
performance objectives and kept 
our community and assets safe 
and protected. As he retires, we 
thank him for his years of service 
to the people of Purcellville and 
wish him and his family the best 
in the future.”

Acting Chief of Police  
Schroeck retires

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 
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Ashburn:  
Wednesday’s 9:30-
11:30, The Book of Acts

Purcellville: 
Friday’s 10-12, 1 & 2 
Corinthians

Winchester: 
Thursday’s 9:30-11:30, 
1 & 2 Corinthians

Women’s Bible study offers 3 classes

For locations, registration and more information go to:  
www.communitybiblestudy.org

On July 30,  The Town of Purcell-
ville announced that Police Chief 
Cynthia McAlister will be return-
ing to her position effective August 
1.   Chief McAlister’s reinstatement 
comes upon the conclusion of the 
commissioned investigation by Re-
tired Chief of Police Timothy Longo 
and the Wilson Elser law firm.   The 
Phase 2 Public Final Report of Audit 
and Investigation (the “Phase 2 Pub-
lic Report”), being issued today, doc-
uments that there was no evidence 
of untruthfulness or misconduct by 
Chief McAlister.  

  Chief Longo and Wilson Elser 
conducted a thorough and compre-
hensive investigation of the allega-
tions made against Chief McAlister 
and recommended that she be rein-
stated.   Their rigorous methodology 
and depth of investigative experi-
ence gives us the utmost confidence 
in their findings.   Said Purcellville 
Town Manager David Mekarski in a 
press release, “We are pleased the 
investigation has concluded, and are 
excited to bring Chief McAlister back 
to her role as Chief of the police de-
partment as we move forward.”

 In addition, the Phase 2 Public Re-
port documents that allegations of 
untruthfulness made against Officer 
Kris Fraley last fall were unfounded.   
Officer Fraley has been cleared of any 
and all wrongdoing.  

  The investigation by Chief Longo 
and Wilson Elser is now complete.  As 
Town Manager, “I am grateful to the 
officers who served the community 
with distinction while the Town con-

ducted these investigations, and am 
eager to shift focus to strengthening 
all functions of the police depart-
ment so that it can deliver the high-
est possible level of service to both 
our residents and business commu-
nity.   We are committed to building 
an organization of high integrity that 
reflects the strong values and princi-
ples of our Town.   I look forward to 
working with Chief McAlister and 
her staff in developing a vision and 
strategic plan that will strengthen 
the police department’s mission and 
bring innovative community policing 
initiatives to the department as we 
forge our path into the next chapter 
of this Town’s history.”

  Now that the investigations are 
concluded, Mayor Fraser and the 
Town Council have asked Chief Lon-
go, Wilson Elser and its consultants 
to provide specific recommendations 
to improve the Town’s policies, pro-
cedures, and internal controls.  These 
recommendations will be incorporat-
ed with the comprehensive organiza-
tional assessment of all departments, 
which is beginning this week.   Upon 
completion of the organizational 
assessment, recommendations will 
be evaluated by the Town in a trans-
parent and deliberative process, and 
implemented to enhance the service 
delivery of all departments.   These 
improvements will enhance the qual-
ity of life for our residents, strength-
en our economic base, and preserve 
the long term fiscal sustainability of 
our community.  

Cynthia McAlister to be  
restored to duty as Chief of the 
Purcellville Police Department

Advertise with us.
Reach us at advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com
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 ANDREA GAINES

“This is my green-acres job,” said 
geologist-turned-master-dog-caretaker 
Joe Pillera. “I started out with 10 to 15 
‘clients,’ and now I have, oh, I don’t 
know, 450?”

Hearing that, you might be thinking 
that Pillera, who worked at the National 

Geological Survey for 
many years, ditched 
it all to become a 

motivational speaker, or the owner of a 
string of fitness clubs.

But, no. Eleven years ago this past 
July Pillera and his wife started a casual 
dog walking business that has grown 
into a pet care company called Your 
Virginia Pets R My Pets 
– an extraordinarily well-
organized and professional 
network of best-friend 
caretakers who walk dogs, 
feed cats, give pets play time, 
vacation-sit in your home, 
and otherwise do whatever 
you need to feel your pet is 
happy when you can’t be 
there.

“Along the way, I had to hire 
someone else to cut my grass 
and do the handyman work 
around the house,” said Pillera. “But, 
I’ve always worn two hats in whatever 
work I was doing, so, it’s working out.” 
There are times when things get kind 
of crazy, he notes. “When my wife says, 
‘Don’t use your business voice with me!’ 
I know it’s time to step back.” 

Even with this really cool, but really 
sizable animal clientele, the Pilleras 
manage – and quite well – to take care 
of their own little tribe of doggies – four 
Shih Tzus. At one point in our interview 
Pillera said, “I enjoy the heck out of 
this!” His love of animals oozes out of 
every pore.

The key to the success of Your Virginia 
Pets R My Pets is that love backed up by 
a failsafe business structure – strict pet 
care standards – and a kind of intuitive 

understanding of what the pet owner, 
is looking for. It’s all laid out in Your 
Virginia Pets’ pet-care bible of sorts – 
The 17 Commandments of Pet Sitting.

The top four of those commandments 
address just what you’d expect – always 
make pet safety the number one priority, 
always use safe dog-walking techniques, 
never lose a customer’s key (!), never 
miss an appointment. The other 13 
reinforce key parts of those top four, 
and then go into the nitty gritty of 
why the Pilleras’ business – which is as 
much about the animals as it is about 
the relationship the walker has to the 
individual “client” – is so darn unique 
and so darn successful.

You see, these dog 
walkers and pet sitters 
always put their love of the 
animal first.

If you wouldn’t want 
someone walking you on 
a leash while also chatting 
with a friend on your cell 
phone ... then why would 
a dog have to put up 
with that? So ... the Sixth 
Commandment of Pet 
Sitting is No cell phone use 
while walking a dog. 

Dogs bolt at the first sign of an open 
door (My owner must be out there 
somewhere, they imagine). And, cats are 
the best escape artists of all (I’ve been 
watching that mouse out the window for 
days, and here’s my chance!). So ... the 
Ninth Commandment of Pet Sitting is 
Always expect the unexpected.

And, finally, the 17th Commandment 
of Pet Sitting – Don’t let the boss get 
blind-sided. Nurturing the relationship 
with the pet owner, shows them how 
much you love their animal. 

Pillera has thought all of this out 
so well – and both he, and his clients, 
and his pet sitters and walkers are the 
beneficiaries of that.

“This is not just pet sitting, what I 
do,” says Pillera. “I have a job that helps 

people with what they want 
to do – vacation, go to work, 
take a day off from the daily 
grid – without feeling guilty 
about their pets.”

Well said, Joe.

 
If you are interested in engaging 
the services of Your Virginia Pets 
R My Pets, send them an e-mail 
at:  virginiapets@comcast.net.   Or, 
call 703-867-7158.

Acres and acres of happy pets 

When was the last time you 
had your hearing tested? 
We don’t think twice about 
regularly scheduling dental 
and vision exams, so why not 
our hearing?

Adults, age 55 and older, 
should have their hearing 
checked annually as part of an 
overall wellness program.

Your ears are just as important 
as your eyes and teeth! 

Contact us today about 
your hearing health.

19465 Deerfield Ave.
Suite 201
Lansdowne, VA  20176

703-858-7620
www.speechhearing.org

Now is the perfect
time to begin

your hearing health! 

Incorporate
 

HEARING HEALTH
    

into your

 

OVERALL WELLNESS

EYES

TEETH EARS?



Joe Pillera, with a 
backdrop of, as he points 
out – “of course!” – 
dogwoods.

BUSINESS

The Pillera family’s darling tribe of Shih Tzus.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Loudoun County has launched a 
survey to gauge the community’s 
opinions about land use issues 
related to short-term residential 
rentals. In May, the Loudoun 
required all homeowners offering 
the services – in connection with 
Airbnb, VRBO, Flipkey and other 
well-known short term rental  

sites – to register with the County by  
July 1.

With the growth of online listings 
for short-term residential rentals, 
Loudoun is continuing to explore 
land-use and public safety issues 
surrounding such rentals, building 
upon prior efforts regarding 

Loudoun continues to evaluate Airbnb 
and other short-term rentals
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ANDREA GAINES

With temperatures like these, I’m feeling 
like I could eat ice cream for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner, and for a snack or two in 
between. I think a “staycation” is in order. 
Leave the job behind for a few days, put on 
the flip flops, and go out and sample some of 
the great ice cream shops around. In western 
Loudoun you don’t need to go too far.

Eat ice cream ... for the animals
Scruffy’s Ice Cream Parlor has been a 

Middleburg institution – “the sweet spot 
in town,” as someone describes it, for 30 
years. One of the first photos you’ll see 
on the parlor’s Facebook page is that of 
a chocolate lab eating an ice cream cone 
dipped in what looks like rolled oats – to 
celebrate National Ice Cream Day, July 
15. Like many of the small businesses in 
Middleburg, Scruffy’s supports local animal 
causes – with photos of adopted dogs and 
cats everywhere. It’s a coffee shop, too. 
And, Scruffy’s very fun-loving attitude 
makes it a great destination for kids and 
adults. “Affogato,” as you may know, means 
“drowned” in Italian. At Scruffy’s the 
Affogato is ice cream smothered in a shot of 
espresso. For its 30th Anniversary this year, 

Scruffy’s offered single dip ice cream cones 
for ... 30 cents. You could eat ice cream for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner for that.

Scruffy’s is located at 6 W. Washington 
Street in Middleburg.

Eat ice cream ... in nine sizes
Gruto’s Softserve in Purcellville 

is about much more than ice cream. 
It’s an entertainment extravaganza. 
    Walk in and you are bombarded by giant 
menus describing what you’re about to fill 
your stomach with, and everything but the 
kitchen sink on the walls – including Stevie 
Ray Vaughn posters, colorful photos,  and 
over-the-top necklaces. On National Ice 
Cream Day, there was ice cream poetry 
written on the sidewalk outside ... “The 
average American eats 48 pints of ice cream 
a year ... so why don’t you get one, here?” 
And, there is the ice cream, of course. And, 
in nine sizes, of course. From the full-pint 
Double-Decker Belly-Wrecker ... to the Beast 
– “An obnoxious amount of your choice of 
Soft Serve and 2 toppings” ...to The Cyclone 
– soft serve blended with your favorite 
topping, Gruto’s does not disappoint. Bring 
Fido with you, because Gruto’s welcomes 
your pet with “Doggy Delights” – cool 

mouthfuls for your pooch with Milkbones, 
peanut butter sauce, and more. 

Gruto’s Soft Serve is located at 141 W. 
Main Street in Purcellville.

Eat ice cream ... with pie and produce 
and art and more 

Hill High Marketplace in Round Hill 
describes itself as “the best of Loudoun 
under one roof.”

The former orchard packing plant has 
seen lots of western Loudoun history come 
and go. Now it’s a one-of-a-kind roadside 
stop, with organic produce, delicious food, 
an art gallery, a bakery, a Bogati Winery 
and yes, ice cream.   A recent and very 
happy traveler from Pittsburgh, said that 
Hill High “has the best ice cream in the 
whole world. It comes from Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, from a dairy called Trickling 
Springs.’’   That would be  the famous 
Trickling Springs Creamery, which makes 
traditional hand-packed ice cream with 
cream from grass-fed cows, and uses non-
GMO milk and sugar, with no sugar syrups, 
no artificial colors or flavors – you get the 
idea. 

Hill High Marketplace is located at 35246 
Harry Byrd Highway, Rt. 7, in Round Hill. 

SMALL 
BUSINESS 
GRAPEVINE

It’s hot out there

Scruffy’s Ice Cream 
Parlor
MIDDLEBURG

Gruto’s Soft Serve
PURCELLVILLE

Hill High Marketplace
ROUND HILL 

To have your small business 
featured in our Small Business 
Grapevine, contact Andrea 
Gaines via email at andrea@
andreagaines.com.  

THEME FOR SEPTEMBER
“Fall Forward”
THEME FOR OCTOBER
“Harvest Moon”
THEME FOR NOVEMBER
“Friends & Family”

36888 Breaux Vineyards Ln, Purcellville    540-668-6299    breauxvineyards.com

• Wine tastings
• Delicious BBQ from Hog It Up
• Craft vendors
• Live bluegrass music all day

Live music line up: 
12pm-3pm  The Short Hill Mountain Boys
3pm-6pm   Jake and the Burtones

7th Annual

Bluegrass 
& BBQ       

11:00 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m. toAugust 11

FREE EVENT
Rain or Shine

No admission 
fee or 

reservation 
required

.
.
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ANDREA GAINES 

Music Theatre International, a 
theatrical licensing company, is suing 
Theaterpalooza Community Theater 
Productions, Inc., claiming that the 
group “promot[ed] and present[ed] 
unauthorized performances of such 
MTI-licensed musicals as Roald Dahl’s 
Willy Wonka, Matilda, Seussical, Little 
Shop of Horrors, Honk! and many 
others.” Theaterpalooza has studios in 
Ashburn and Leesburg.

Music Theatre International is 
a world-wide theatrical licensing 
agency with a global headquarters in 
New York and offices in Loudon and 
Melbourne, Australia. As the license 
agency of record for a particular piece 
of work – a Broadway musical, for 
example – MTI enters into a contract 
with the owner or writer of the musical, 
film, etc., to collect royalty fees, rental 
fees, and even managing the security 
deposit when a piece of work is used 
by another. 

Theaterpalooza puts on seasonal 
productions and offers theater skills 
development, music and dance 
lessons, entertainment for kids, home 
school classes, performing arts classes 
for public schools, and more. The 
company has received a National Guild 
for Community Arts Education award, 
the Best of 2017 Lessons.com award, 
the Reader’s Choice Awards for MD 
Theatre Guide, and curriculum awards 
from the Home Educators Resource 

Directory.
Theater company owner Teresa 

Walker is hitting back against MTI 
in communications to her company, 
community, and supporters, claiming 
that MTI’s lawsuit amounts to 
“harassment.” Walker says the shows 
being produced are all original to her 
and copyrighted by her. Walker also 
claims that she has submitted proof 
of her position to MTI’s attorneys, 
and that the only remaining issue is 
money her theater company owes to 
MTI, which it plans to pay.

MTI has countered these 
communications, claiming that the 
dispute is not about unpaid monies, 
but, rather, “using copyrighted works 
without a license.” According to 
statements released by MTI, these are 
not “complicated issues” as described 
by Theaterpalooza, but a simple issue 
of creative ownership. “If you use 
someone else’s property,” MTI said in 
a statement,” ... you need to pay for it.”

Walker has sited situations where 
her theater company, while using 
recognizable characters such as 
Cinderella, wrote and produced an 
original script, paying for the music 
through a local theater licensing 
group.

MTI, for its part, is seeking a 
stop or injunction against certain 
Theaterpalooza productions moving 
forward, fees, costs, and “prejudgment 
interest.”

MTI sues Loudoun County 
children’s theater

ANDREA GAINES

“All settlement discussions have 
ended ... it’s a go.” said Farmington on 
the Green homeowner, Michael Pugh.  
“We stopped trying to negotiate a 
settlement last week, they’re just never 
going to agree to leave the meadow 
alone ... so here we go, through the 
looking glass.”

Pugh is referring to he and his wife 
Sian’s now year’s-long battle to preserve 
a wildlife rich-meadow; not from a 
bulldozer, but from a lawn mower.

The Pughs are being sued by their 
Farmington on the Green HOA for not 
mowing a 2-acre meadow on their 5.6-
acre property.  And, despite efforts to 
find a better way to resolve the issue, 
their case goes to court in the first week 
of August. 

The Pughs have lived on their 5.6-
acre property since 2005 and are the 
third set of owners.  The two property 
owners before them maintained the 
2-acre meadow in the same manner, 
allowing traditional meadow grasses, 
wildflowers and other now-naturally-
occurring native species to thrive.  

According to the HOA, however, 
despite the fact that the land has been 
maintained this way for years, the 
meadow must be converted to a lawn; 
and nothing will cure the situation 
short of mowing it down.

According to Pugh, the controversy 
was sparked by a January 2014 letter 
form the HOA “demanding that we 
mow the area to lawn level.  We went 
to multiple meetings and protested, 

Meadow fight goes to court

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Welcome Friends!
 Local Produce is Here! 
r,, � Nalls Farm Market 

F'ARM F'RESH PROOUCl 
DIRECfLY F'ROM LOCAL F'ARMERS 

48bq Havry Byv-d Hwy. Bevryvi(/e Va. 2201-:1-

Non GMO Products! 
Our Fresh Local Produce is Aniving Daily 
The BEST Watermelon and Cantaloupe ever! 

Tomatoes, Local Peaches, and 
Super Sweet Corn — White, Yellow and Bi-colored

 
We have Walter the Basil Meister's Local al l Natural Produce 

Co.({ for weekly o.vo.i(o.bi( ity OV\. Loco.( Prod1Ace!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK qN-1-7PM 
Have a qu.estioV\.? 

We ave oVt(iVte at 540-q 55 -0004 
a vea( pevsoVt wi(( aVtSwev tMe pMov-.e. 
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S H O P L O C A L

S H O P L O C A LS H O P L O C A L
Local shops & businesses — 

contact us to advertise HERE

IT’S CRAB TIME!

Team finishes the regular season with a 25-17 record.

Purcellville Cannons are the 2018 
North Division pennant winners
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Franklin Park Arts Center is a great 
diversion any time of year and in any 
season.  And, it is a particularly cool 
place to be this month, with great 
theater productions, comedy, music, 
and arts and crafts.  August highlights 
include ...

•	 Tanabata: A Japanese 
Celebration, Sunday, Aug. 5, 
6 p.m. For this inventive show, 
Hiroya Tsukamoto, a guitarist 
and singer-songwriter, performs 
in the lobby while guests dress 
in kimonos and dabble in 
origami.  There’s also a short 
tea break with eggs rolls and a 
planetarium show.

•	 Run Rabbit Run Theatre: 
Much Ado About Nothing ... 
1945-style – four performances 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
11, 7:30 p.m., matinees Saturday 
and Sunday , Aug. 11 and 12, 
1:30 p/m. Here, Shakespeare’s 
classic romantic comedy takes 
the form of American soldiers 
just back from the war and 
looking for love.  Swing dances, 
villains and an insane sheriff top 
off the fun.

•	 Main Street Theater 
Productions: Winnie the 
Pooh, four performances 
Wednesday, Aug. 15, 1 p.m., 
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 16 
and 17, 7 p.m.

•	 Last Ham Standing Comedy 
Improv Show, Friday, Aug. 24, 8 

p.m., with a special “Bootcamp 
Graduates” performance at 7:30 
p.m.

•	 Season 11 Preview Event, 
Thursday, Aug. 30, 6 p.m. 
A special event for members and 
VIPs, enjoy a lobby reception 
and special exhibit entitled 
“A Jewell of a Collection” – 
featuring works from Tom 
Jewell’s private collection of 
pieces from some of Loudoun’s 
favorite artists. The exhibit is 
followed by highlights of the 
performers for 2018-19 season.

•	 Ustad Shafaat Khan:  Indian/
Western Fusion Jazz Concert, 
Saturday, Sept. 1, 7:30 pm. 
Khan is a world-renowned 
Indian Classical musician.  Say 
no more.  The evening ... will be 
magical.

And, don’t forget to check out 
what’s in the gallery – A Hot, Hot, 
Hot summer challenge and art sale 
through Aug. 26.

For more information on all of it, go 
to www.franklinparkartscenter.org. 

Cool off in the barn at 
Franklin Park
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Carver Events - August
Wednesday, Aug. 1, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
Blue Ridge Speech and Hearing. Help with 
hearing issues.  Must pre-register by calling: 
571-258-3400.

Wednesday, Aug. 
1, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
Afternoon Tea. Tea, 
freshly-baked sweets, 
and conversation, in 
the Variety Room.

Friday, Aug. 3, 
12 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
Monthly Movie: 
Blindsight. Enjoy your regular lunch with a 
Movie in the Club Room.

Aug. 6 and Aug. 20, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 

Services for Seniors. Confidential assistance 
linking seniors to services.  Call 703-777-0257 
for an appointment.

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 
11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Library Outreach Visit. 

Loudoun County Library brings books/videos/
periodicals.

Friday, Aug. 17, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch Bunch: 
John’s Family Restaurant, Charles Town.

Wednesday, Aug. 22, 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.,  
Hearing Help. Northern Virginia Resource Center 
offers information regarding assistive technology.

Wednesday, Aug. 22, 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Book Club.

COMMUNITY

Vicky Leigh
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Local shops and businesses — contact us to advertise on these pages!

S H O P L O C A L

Discount off original price. Marked Items only. Sales ends 7/30/17. 8/30/18.

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

AUGUST 2018 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com	 19



We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWP
POWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 25 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Gerry  Pierce

ANDREA GAINES

As August comes around, it’s too 
hot to move ... much less cook.  Here 
are four, beyond delicious summer 
recipes that not only take advantage 
of the fruits and vegetables in season 
right now, but also require – ta dah! – 
absolutely no cooking. 

Chilled Corn Soup
Next time you make corn for dinner 
cook up some extra ears and put them 
in the refrigerator.  Then, to make this 
soup, slice the corn off the cob, put 
that and the ingredients below into 
a blender (reserving about a cup of 
kernels) and chill for 1 hour.  Before 
serving, sprinkle each bowl with some 
corn kernels and a dash of coriander.  
Make sure to salt and pepper to taste.

Ingredients: 
6 ears of pre-cooked sweet corn 
1 cup Greek yogurt 
1 cup milk 
1/3 cup lime juice 
1/2 teaspoon ground coriander 
Pinch of cayenne pepper 
Salt and pepper to taste

White Bean Crostini
For this recipe, thoroughly rinse 
and drain the beans, mixing with 
the thinly-sliced green beans, the 
Parmesan cheese, mint leaves, garlic 
and salt and pepper.  Crush some of 
the beans as you mix to form a rough 
paste, and chill for 1 hour.  Spread 
on toasted baguette slices, dust with 
some more Parmesan, and serve.

Ingredients: 
2 cans cannellini or white kidney 
beans 
4 ounces fresh green beans, sliced 
really thin on the diagonal 
3 ounces freshly grated Parmesan 
cheese 
Freshly julienned mint leaves 
Salt and pepper to taste 

1 clove of fresh minced garlic 
1 baguette, sliced and toasted

Cheddar & Prosciutto Apple Wraps 
Ingredients: 
Dip:  1 cup Greek yogurt, 1 cup 
mayonnaise, 1 tablespoon coarse 
ground mustard, one tablespoon 
honey.  Combine and chill before 
serving. 
Apple wraps:  Your choice of any tart 
apple – cut into 8 wedges, thinly sliced 
ham or prosciutto, and sharp cheddar 
cheese cut into think squares.  Wrap 
apple slice and cheese with a slice of 
the meat and dip!

Zucchini Rollups
Make a marinade of fresh chopped 
basil, fresh chopped rosemary, olive 
oil, white wine vinegar, and some salt 
and pepper.  Use a mandolin to shave 
the zucchini into long thin strips, and 
marinate in a bowl in the refrigerator 
for one hour.  Make a paste out of 
ricotta cheese, finely minced garlic 
and salt and pepper, spread it on your 
marinated zucchini stripes and roll.  
Top each roll with a cherry tomato 

and drizzle with olive oil.

Ingredients: 
2 cups ricotta cheese 
1 clove of fresh minced garlic 
2 to 3 zucchini 
Basil 
Rosemary 
Olive oil 
Cherry tomatoes

Very Berry Vinaigrette 
Add all ingredients to a blender and 
pulse until combined.  Chill before 
using to dress your favorite summer 
salad.  Spinach with strawberries 
and pecans, arugula with apple and 
walnuts, or an iceberg wedge topped 
with crumbled blue cheese are three 
great options.

Ingredients: 
1/2 cup fresh berries 
1 tablespoon tart fruit juice – 
pomegranate, cherry or cranberry 
2 tablespoons of a mild oil (I like 
grapeseed oil) 
1 tablespoon white balsamic vinegar 
Salt & pepper to taste

Five-times-cool no cook recipes
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Sunday morning 
rental space now 

available! 
 

Carver Center 
200 Willie Palmer Way 
Purcellville, VA 20141 

571-258-3400 
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COMMUNITY

SUMMER SPECIAL

Blue Ridge Middle School social 
studies teacher Patti Benalayat was 
one of 28 teachers from across the 
country chosen to attend C-SPAN’s 
Educators’ Conference in Washington 
July 23-24. 

 The conference provided educators 
with the opportunity to hear from 
guest speakers and explore C-SPAN 

Classroom’s free 
teaching resources. 
Attendees learned 

how to incorporate those resources 
into their curricula and create engaged 
learning experiences for students.  

  Benalayat competed with middle 
school teachers from across the country 
to secure a place at the conference. 
C-SPAN provided roundtrip airfare, 
hotel accommodations, and meals for 
the two days. 

  Participants were selected by a 
panel of C-SPAN representatives, and 
evaluated based on their commitment 
to learning new educational resources, 
applying them in the classroom 
environment, and sharing their 
professional development experiences 
in their academic communities. 

 “We’re excited to introduce educators 
to C-SPAN’s Video Library, an online 
archive containing more than 240,000 
hours of searchable, sharable content 
that teachers and students can use as a 
primary source in the classroom,” said 
Craig McAndrew, C-SPAN Manager of 
Education Relations. McAndrew said 
that C-SPAN has hosted Educators’ 
Conferences for nearly 20 years.

  The Educators’ Conferences are 
sponsored by C-SPAN’s Education 
Foundation, a charitable organization 
created by C-SPAN. C-SPAN Classroom 
is an entity of C-SPAN, which is funded 
by America’s cable and satellite 
television companies.  

BRMS teacher Benalayat attends 
educators’ conference

The photographer voted “Loudoun’s 
Favorite Photographer” for more than 
10 years in a newspaper readers poll, 
is opening a studio in Middleburg. 
Sarah Huntington, noted portrait 
photographer, has been a fixture in 
Western Loudoun, with studios in 
Lincoln and

Purcellville, is moving to Hunt 
Country. “I love Middleburg,” said 
Huntington, “My first job was 
exercising race horses, and I waited 
tables at the old Coach Stop Restaurant. 
Since my family has moved to Paris, 
Virginia, this move just makes some 
sense.” The new Huntington studio is 
at 15 Madison Street, behind Imagine 
A Holistic Approach. Huntington can 
be reached at 540 338- 7809.

Sarah Huntington opens photo 
studio in Middleburg

Advertise with us.
Reach us at advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com
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FOR ALL YOUR LAWN  
AND LANDSCAPE NEEDS

August 23: First Day of School
September 3: Holiday (Labor Day)
October 8: Holiday (Columbus 
Day)
October 22: Student Holiday 
(County-wide Staff Development)
November 2: End of the Grading Period
November 5-6: Student Holidays (Planning/
Records/Conference Days)
November 21-23: Holiday (Thanksgiving)
December 21-January 1: Winter Break (Classes 
Resume January 2)
January 17: End of Grading Period
January 18: Moveable Student Holiday
January 21: Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
February 18: Holiday (Presidents’ Day)
March 28: End of Grading Period
March 29: Student Holiday (Planning/Records/
Conference Day)
April 1: Student Holiday (County-wide Staff 
Development)
April 15-19: Holiday (Spring Break)
May 27: Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 7: Last Day of School/End of Grading  
Period

LCPS school year  
calendar 2018-2019

The Loudoun County Public School System begins the new 
school year Aug. 23, with the largest budget ever – over $1 billion 
— $1,189,803,590. Enrollment growth stands at 3.3 percent this 
school year, with budgetary documents noting that, “Next fall we will 
welcome approximately 1,483 additional students in our classrooms 
and serve a total of 83,105 in our 92 schools.”

The school budget represents a $76.3 million increase over the 
FY2018 Adopted Budget, providing for, among other things, “a step 
increase for all eligible employees, additional restructuring to the 
teacher salary scales to enhance competitiveness, expansion of 
full-day Kindergarten, the opening of the Academies of Loudoun ... 
implementation of a mental health initiative and the restoration of 
textbook funding.” 

The process for the development of the budget began in August 2017 
with FY2019 Preliminary Fiscal Outlook documents.

By January of this year, the County had a preliminary Superintendents 
Proposed Budget, followed by budget presentations by various 
departments, including the Department of Support Services, the 
Department of Business & Financial Services, the Department of 
Digital Information, and the Department of Human Resources & 
Talent Development. 

More refined budget documents followed. In April LCPS had 
reconciled its budget with the final budget for the County as a whole, 
and in June the final LCPS Budget for FY 2019 was adopted.

Long and winding budget 
road to first day of school 

Our area is known for the some of the most 
beautiful and sought-after thoroughbred horse 
breeding farms not just in Virginia, or the na-
tion, but the world.

The 353-acre equestrian estate known as 
Newstead Farm is one of these properties.  And, 
it’s about to light up one very special person or 
family’s life.  Because, for the first time in quite 
a long time ... it is for sale.

Listed by the prestigious firm, Washington 
Fine Properties, Newstead is described as “an 
extraordinary equestrian-property, rich in his-
tory.”  The property includes a stunning, 15,000 
sq. ft., 6 bedroom/7 full bath/2 half bath main 
residence, a large office, guest and tenant hous-
es, barns, a sand ring and a grand prix field.

This property is in turn-key condition and 
under Virginia Outdoor Foundation easement, 
with great opportu-
nities for tax credits. 
In 3 parcels, its 350+ 
scenic acres have 
exquisite mountain 
views, ponds, stone 
walls, and beautiful 
gardens.

And, it also has 
the added equestrian 
pedigree of once be-
ing the home of 1980 
Kentucky Derby Win-
ner Genuine Risk.

Next fall we 
will welcome 

approximately 1,483 
additional students 
in our classrooms 

and serve a total of 
83,105 in our  
92 schools.

Genuine Risk slept here

Property:  Newstead Farm, 
33542 Newstead Lane, 
Upperville, VA 20184 
Year Founded: In 1936, by 
Taylor Harden
Acres:  353 
Sale Price:  $13,500,000, 
LO10292598 
Current Owners:  
Thoroughbred horse legends 
Bertram and Diana Firestone
Listing Agents: Washington 
Fine Properties, Debbie 
Meighan, 571 439-4027, 
Debbie.Meighan@wfp.com 
Kathryn Harrell, 540 687-2215, 
Kathryn.Harrell@wfp.com
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For Produce and Farm Updates
Call (540) 338-6642 or visit

www.CrookedRunOrchard.com
Across from Harris Teeter Shopping Center on

Main Street Purcelville, right after the Traffic Circle

Pick Your Own 
Season Is Here!

suburban infill, and devising innovative 
uses of open space and farmland. The 
public also favors limits on high-impact 
commercial activities such as data cen-
ters.

But, in a Power Point slide from the 
July 19 meeting entitled “Public Input – 
High Level Recommendations” the pub-
lic’s input is expressed as seven gener-
alized themes – simple 
wordsmithing changes 
in some cases – versus 
the growth controls 
that the public is de-
manding. 

The public is look-
ing for “more declarative language” on 
important issues, reads the language 
developed by County staff. With respect 
to transportation, the public wants to 
know more about how that subject re-
lates to land use, and on the issue of 
“design goals,” it asks for refinements 
to clarify intent. The public does not 
like the increased densities proposed 
for old Ashburn. It wants to see an ex-
pansion of and/or a reorganization of 
the “Quality Development” and “Sus-
tainability” sections of the plan, and 
it hopes the County will “ ... establish 
numerical targets for policy statements 
where feasible.” 

Stakeholders assert control

The industry-dominated Stakehold-
ers Committee, which has taken center 
stage in the Draft Comprehensive Plan 
sees more and more growth as a win-
win for County residents, even if those 
residents do not.

With respect to development den-
sities and housing, for example, the 
Stakeholders are urging the Planning 
Commission – which will take up the 
Draft Comprehensive Plan on August 
9 – to: 

Increase densities in the Urban Policy 
Areas “outside of” the one-quarter mile 
radius of transit stations “so that there 
is a distinct difference between the den-
sities” allowed in the Suburban Policy 
Area and the UPAs; and

Revise the “Housing Vision State-
ment” to put more emphasis on hous-
ing options. Specifically, “Encourage 
housing options that can accommodate 
a variety of lifestyles, households, ages, 
cultures, market preferences, incomes, 
and special needs through the private 
marketplace.”

Increase densities in the TPA and 
transfer some RPA lands to the TPA, so 
that greater densities can be achieved 
there, as well.

Supply of land

For pro-development groups, it’s all 

about the “supply of available land,” 
even in the rural west. And, the County’s 
deliberations about how much econom-
ic development can be squeezed out of 
what’s left – is producing development 
scenarios no one dreamed of even 10 
years ago.

As the draft plan notes, “Between 
2000 and 2016, 5,653 residential units 
have been built in the RPA.”

The draft an-
alyzes this rate 
of growth, not in 
the context of the 
public’s waning 
appetite for devel-
opment, but in the 

context of the expected “build out” of 
the west. The draft notes that “ ... 91,000 
acres of land is uncommitted to devel-
opment projects [in the west] ... and this 
results in the potential for up to 11,643 
residential units under current policy 
and entitlements ... 

“The forecasted development from 
2016 to 2040 in the RPA is 7,500 resi-
dential units based on current trends 
and the base density allowed by current 
zoning ... “ continues the draft, “ ... and 
the ultimate residential buildout for the 
RPA may be much lower than project-
ed above if property owners continue to 
retain and preserve large areas of land 
for agricultural, equine activities, open 
space, and rural economy uses.” 

But, even this language, which seems 
to acknowledge the public’s determi-
nation to save the rural west and other 
places, is tempered by other July 19 doc-
uments which say: “Following an anal-
ysis of the public comments received 
during the Round III outreach effort ... 
Staff forwarded ... [the] seven recom-
mendations to the Stakeholders Com-
mittee for their position on revisions to 
address the public input. Of the seven 
recommendations, the Stakeholders 
Committee endorsed only one ... “ Not 
even protection for old Ashburn won 
Stakeholder approval.

Fiscal impacts of aggressive growth: none, 
according to some

On July 6, the consulting firm Tischler 
Bisce presented to Loudoun County a 
Fiscal Impact Analysis Report to “eval-
uate the impact of future growth under 
the proposed Loudoun 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan ... “ 

“A fundamental question,” according 
to the report, is whether the plan will be 
“fiscally positive” – with public revenues 
exceeding costs, “fiscally neutral” – with 
revenue equaling costs, or “fiscally neg-
ative” – with costs exceeding revenues. 
Each of the four growth scenarios ana-
lyzed, says the report, will “have a posi-
tive fiscal impact” – i.e., under none will 
costs to the public exceed revenue.

ENVISION LOUDOUN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 This includes “Scenario 1: Loudoun’s 
current Revised General Plan Baseline 
Forecast” – with 45,292 new residential 
units, 122,113 new residents, 22,948 
new school students, 55,719,985 sq. ft. 
of new nonresidential development, 
and employment growth of 87,079 ... all 
the way up to what’s called “Scenario 
4, Loudoun 2040 High” – with 59,424 
new residential units, 155,633 new res-
idents, 28,867 new school students, 

65,031,044 sq. ft. of new nonresidential 
development, and employment growth 
of 101,526.

Next steps

The Planning Commission will con-
duct a review of the draft plan between 
August and December. It will present 
recommendations to the BOS in January 
2019 or earlier, with the goal of adopting 
a final plan in early 2019.

Advertise with us.
Reach us at advertise@BlueRidgeLeader.com
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registration and taxation. The 
survey is part of the county’s effort 
to collect and evaluate information 
from the community that the Board 
of Supervisors will consider in 
making decisions about possible 

future ordinances and ordinance 
amendments. The Board is expected 
to consider the topic in late 2018.

A link to the survey, which 
will be open through Sept. 7, is 
available at www.loudoun.gov/
ShortTermRentals. 

and while they did decline to put 
a lien on the property or to fine us 
immediately, they refused to rescind 
the violation, and have informed 
us that if we sell the property, 
the meadow must be mowed as 
a standard suburban lawn before 
they’ll approve the transfer.”

The Pugh’s case opened in 
the Loudoun Circuit Court in 
Leesburg starting Wednesday, 

August 1.  For future updates go to 
www.BlueRidgeLeader.com.  	  

The Pughs have documented their fight to 
preserve the meadow in an emotional and 
informative YouTube video, arguing that 
while the HOA fights the meadow, it has 
let slide a number of “unmanaged HOA 
messes” – including abandoned stands 
of barbed wire and refuse.  See the video 
at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ra_
KsQT0klo&feature=youtu.be.

petition that reads in part: “We 
are residents of what the County 
describes as the Aldie Mountain 
Village community and are writing to 
express our serious concerns regarding 
application number SPEX‐2017‐0029 
submitted by the St. Pope Cyril Coptic 
Orthodox Church (the “Applicant”) to 
build a structure and church facility on 
Old Carolina Road in Aldie, Virginia. 
We believe the facility as proposed is 
incompatible with our community and 
should not be approved in its current 
form ... “

That petition gathered over 150 
signatures, with signers warning 
that special exceptions should not be 

driving Loudoun’s zoning process, 
that the church was too big for such an 
historically sensitive area, and that the 
church traffic would overtax the area’s 
rural roads.

Supporters of the project, including 
individual members of the BOS, 
pointed out that the applicant had 
reduced the size of the church from 
some 36,000 sq. ft. to 22,000 sq. 
ft., and finally, to 19,000 sq. ft. The 
congregation had also committed to 
reserving 70 percent of the property 
for open space, had changed service 
hours to reduce traffic impacts, and 
also had pledged not to offer child care 
services, which could generate even 
more traffic.

CLASSIFIEDS 
MISCFOR RENTFOR RENT

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Vir-
ginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept advertising for real 
estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in the paper are available on 
an equal housing opportunity basis. For more 
information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, 
or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; 
toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290;  
email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vi-
pnet.org.  

Did you ever wonder if someone might 
be interested in your life’s story?

That your family, friends, even people you did not know might 
� nd something in various stages of your life that they could 

relate to and bene� t from in their own life experience?

www.NextLifeMemoirs.life
NextLifeMemoirs

Did you ever wonder if someone might be  
interested in your life’s story?

That your family, friends, even people you did not know might 
find something in various stages of your life that they could 

relate to and benefit from in their own life experience?

ALDIE CHURCH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

MEADOW FIGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

ExcEptional REntals

Call (301) 514-8114

3 bedroom 2 bath house in 
Piedmont Hunt Territory, Move in Ready!
GREAT AFFORDABLE RENT IN THE MIDDLE OF EVERYTHING

All on a beautiful, gated, safe, quiet 
Middleburg Farm with Blue Ridge views.

uniforms, training materials, 
medical equipment, field trip fees, 
food at meetings, and all other 
incidentals. Donations from the 
Purcellville Rescue Squad and 
the Loudoun County Combined 
Fire & Rescue System keep the 
costs down for the kids. Trained 
and vetted adult advisors – with 
at least two in attendance at all 
times – provide the instruction 
and organization. Parents, are 
also always welcome to come and 
observe as the advisors plan, teach, 
chaperone, and work directly with 
the young explorers. 

Fire & EMS Career Exploring is 
the real thing. The youth in the program spend 
time in the classroom to get some fundamentals 
under their belt – earning a CPR card, being 
certified in blood borne pathogens, and completing 
advanced first aid classes. With an adult mentor by 
their side, they get their own stethoscope, blood 
pressure cuff, and first aid kit. They learn to treat 
burns, bleeding situations, allergic reactions, and 

other trauma/medical emergencies. They are also 
given the opportunity to experience the career on 
field trips and at community service events. 

The origins of EMS in the United States are 
linked to the Civil War. So, explorers visit the 
Civil War Medical Museum in Frederick. Fire and 
rescue personnel can work at a variety of sites, so 
explorers enjoy field trips to fire stations, AirCare3 

at Leesburg Airport, the Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority Fire/Rescue Stations at Dulles 
Airport, and other places.

Explorer Post 6140 currently operates at the 
Purcellville Volunteer Rescue Squad at 500 N. 
Maple Avenue in Purcellville. To become involved, 
stop into the Rescue Squad to pick up an application 
or email purcellvilleexplorer@gmail.com. 

The Artists’ Lofts  
@ Hill High Marketplace,  

Round Hill
Studio Space Available

Submit Application to: 
www.hill-high.com/apply-studio-space

Questions: info@hill-high.com

A field trip to AirCare3 at Leesburg Airport where the Explorers 
learn about being a flight medic and helping critical care 
patients.

AIRBNB, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

HEROS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

®

LINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERTLINDA CULBERT
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR® RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOR RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®

Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker
ABRABRABR ABRABRABR

100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B

Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620

linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

®

MARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKERMARY WISKER
RRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTORREALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR,REALTOR, ABR/SFRRRRRRRRRRRREREREREREREREAREAREAREAREAREALREALREALREALREALREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTOREALTORREALTOR®, ABR/SFR

Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DC

508 E. Market St.
Leesburg  VA  20176

-------
Cell: 703-577-6015

Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

Sam & Ray Rees
Associate Brokers

703-408-4261
Onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

107 East Main Street Suite 1 A
Purcellville Va 20132

SUE SMITH
Associate Broker

703-928-7860
suesmith@soldbysue.com

44675 Cape Court, Suite 110, Ashburn, VA 20147
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Sold by SueThe Sue Smith Team

WWW.SOLDBYSUE.COM

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lisa Bruner, CPA
Realtor®

Cell: 703-314-4467
Office: 571-313-5831
Fax: 571-313-5832
lbrunerre@gmail.com

Dulles
46169 Westlake Dr. Ste 200
Sterling, VA 20165
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

The Western Loudoun Handyman
Home Improvement from A-Z

Working Locally for over 15 years
n Tile
n Carpentry

n Flooring 
n Masonry

n Fencing 
And much more

Call Rudy: 540-550-4324 or email WesternLoudounHandyman@gmail.com

Atoka Properties/Middleburg R.E.
Licensed in Virginia • 540-687-6321

Homes * Farms * Land

serving Western Counties sinCe 2003

Kim Hurst
703-932-9651

YourCountryHome.net

Sharon Buchanan 
Associate Broker
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, CDPE, CLHMS

#1 RE/MAX Individual Sales, 2016
Over 25 Years of Professional Service

C: 703.727.1172  O: 571.210.7355
Buchanan@MyLoudounHomes.comBuchanan@MyLoudounHomes.com

MyLoudounHomes.com
40183 Main Street, Waterford, VA 20197
602 S. King Street, Leesburg, VA 20175

PREMIER

Licensed, Bonded and Insured Since 1997  
 
815 Grant St., Herndon, VA 20170 
PaintAndStain61@yahoo.com
Tel: 202 910-6083 
Cell: 571-243-9417

Interior & Exterior Painting • Flooring & Carpet
Granite Counter Tops & Installation • Carpentry 

Bathroom Remodeling • Deck Maintenance  
Plumbing • Roofing Replacement and Repair

Complete Remodeling – Home Improvement

Paint & Stain LLC
www.paintandstains.com

Juvenal Orozco

H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

H   MES
www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
703-615-1493 703-378-8810

14526 Lee Rd Suite 100, Chantilly Virginia 20151

Your Dream, My Focus

affordableroofingremodeling.com

R.T. BULLARD, INC.
Plastering • Stucco

AUGUST 2018 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY  |  www.BlueRidgeLeader.com	 25



Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing  l Repairs

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

General Contractor
YVAN 571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Yvan@AQSContracting.com
Class A. 
Licensed

Full Remodeling
Basements
Kitchens

Bathrooms
Additions

General Repairs
Handyman Services

avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

SPRING/SUMMER 20% OFFwith this ad!
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Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

We Can Print 
Your Name 

or Logo 
on Almost 
ANYTHING 

703-443-0007 
www.MandMPrint.com 

108 Dry Mi l l  Rd, SW, Leesburg

Top Coat
Nail Spa

A Pampering Experience

Manicures & Pedicures • Artificial Nails • Full Body Waxing • Monthly Specials

Book online at www.TopCoatNailSpa.net 
Kimberly Patterson or Heather Bowmaster  

20 % Off First Visit 
860 East Main Street, Purcellville • 703-297-7919

Voted #1

www.BramhallTrucking.com
BramRock01@gmail.com
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Take a Glimpse into a Hollywood Inspired Master Bathroom Remodel

AbbeyDesignCenter.com
Leesburg

703-810-3729
161 Fort Evans Rd. NE

(Next to Wolf Furniture)

Sterling
703-634-6787

21465 Price Cascades Plaza
(In front of Costco)

Service
Excellence

since 
1989

he Master Bathroom is the place where most 
of us start our day. It sets the tone. A bathroom 

that is organized and has a calming, spa-like feeling 
in the design can help you prepare for your day in a 
pleasant and streamlined fashion that can help you 
become more successful in your life. Recently, a couple 
came to Abbey Design Center knowing they needed 
to upgrade and change their master bathroom. They 
wanted a more open and organized structure that 
fit their needs. They commissioned Abbey Design 
Center to remodel their master bathroom and create a 
functional bathroom space with ample storage which 
was warm, inviting and included luxurious hints of 
Hollywood glamour. 

The Northern Virginia homeowner’s bathroom 
renovation wish list included more storage, better 
accessibility, a larger shower and that “Hollywood” 

style. Once Abbey’s designers knew what their 
clients wanted, they also knew exactly what had to be 
removed and revised from the current space. Abbey’s 
professional redesign of the bathroom floor space 
made it open and functional. They accomplished this 
by removing the corner tub and tearing down the wall 
separating the existing water closet. This opened the 
room up to bring a more organic flow to the space. 
These seemingly small changes made a big impact 
and showed off an enlarged open floor plan for the 
bathroom.

Abbey Design Center’s professional team of 
craftsman then installed a vanity to replace the corner 
tub and enhanced the space with a custom-built 
cabinet bench with a quartz top. This luxurious touch 
also provided extra functional seating and storage. 
The shower was then enlarged and took over the space 

that was once an enclosed water closet. The smaller, 
dated bathroom vanities were replaced with two 
tall cabinets that made a dramatic visual impact as 
well as giving the homeowners even more storage 
for bathroom essentials. Lastly, new built-in linen 
cabinets were installed to accommodate the spa 
essentials of any Hollywood inspired retreat.

Finishing touches like the natural textured stone 
tiles and warm desert color palette brought this 
glamorous California dream to life. The result was 
an earthy and organic luxury spa-like bathroom that 
this couple was happy to enter into and start their 
mornings in each day. Abbey Design Center took 
their project beyond expectations to deliver this 
project. Let Abbey help you turn your house into a 
home that you will be happy to come home to each 
day.

T
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