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Trot gobble, Walk watch

 §] blueridgeleader

5
“O by EN\BER

This is a real milestone....

Purcellville’s 15th Annual Turkey Trot
& Fun Run, which provides tuition fi-
nancial assistance to families in need,
and also supports programming at the
Loudoun Valley Community Center will
take place on Sunday, Nov.10.

The race is open to all - as is the walk-
ing, watching, gobbling, and cheering on.

There is a 5K race beginning at 8 a.m. Im-
mediately following the race, children under
10 years old and their families are invited to
join in a Fun Run. There is a modest fee for
the 5K, and the Fun Run is free.

There are great perks for those taking
on the 5K, including a long-sleeve race
shirt. Awards will be given to the top
three overall male and female finishers,
and the top male and female finishers in
the 10 & under, 11 to 14, 15 to 19, 20 to
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29, 30 to 39, 40 to 49, 50 to 59, 60 to 69,
and 70 & over age groups. Kids partici-
pating in the Fun Run will receive a par-
ticipation ribbon.

Details for signing up for the 5K can be
found on the Turkey Trot Facebook page —
www.facebook.com/ILVCCTurkeyTrot/. The
Loudoun Valley community Center is locat-
ed at 320 West School Street in Purcellville.

Bring your best fashions and your sense of fun

Who: You!

What: 15th Annual Purcellville
Turkey Trot 5K & Fun Run.
Proceeds benefit the Loudoun
Valley Community Center’s

at8a.m.

programs and provides financial
assistance to families in need.

When: Sunday, Nov. 10, starting

Where: 320 West School Street
in Purcellville

Sign up: www.facebook.com/
LVCCTurkeyTrot/

BOS Chair debate lays open the County’s divisions;
Voters to make their decisions Tuesday, Nov. 5

BY ANDREA GAINES

The recent debate among Board of
Supervisors Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At-
Large), and challengers John Whit-
beck (R), and Robert Ohneiser (I) was
as provocative as it was informative.

The debate was sponsored by the Co-
alition of Loudoun Towns, Loudoun
Now, and Loudoun Times-Mirror.
Randall defended her record as Board
Chair. Whitbeck directly attacked Ran-
dall’s record, including her vote in sup-

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.

port of transferring land from the Rural
Policy Area to the Transition Policy Area.
And, Ohneiser jumped on both oppo-
nents for ignoring the big elephant in the
room: the connection between growth
and rising taxes.

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!

This Winter is the Ildeal Time to Make the Switch.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and

Opening Statements

Whitbeck displayed a professional and
community-oriented style, describing
himself as a mental health and family law
professional, president of his local HOA,
a substitute judge, and a member of the
Loudoun County Criminal Justice Board.
“I always looked at Loudoun County as a
special place ... very good to me and my

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40»

_ Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com

didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you're making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I'm not surprised,

as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T. Less* Local * Honest



http://www.facebook.com/LVCCTurkeyTrot/
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Vote to Re-Elect Supervisor
Tony Buffington on November 5th!

www.Vote TonyBuffington.com
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Vroom Vroom

1000 Miglia Warm-Up USA
roars through Purcellville

BY ANDREA GAINES

What a sight.

On Oct. 26 approximately 25 very ...
well ... colorful and sexy vintage racing
cars passed through
Purcellville on their
way to Maryland
and Washington, D.C.

The stunning display was an out-
growth of a world famous car race
known as The 1000 Miglia — an all-out,
fast-as-you-can-go journey from Rome
to Russia and back that started in 1927.

The modern-day version — the
1000 Miglia Warm-up - is not
about speed anymore. Rather, the
“race” is all about adhering to a
specified route and a timetable ...
all the while maintaining the ex-
act speeds need to make it all hap-

pen. And, showing off your fabu-
lous vintage race car, of course.
As the cars passed through Pur-
cellville, Mayor Kwasi Fraser cere-
moniously stamped the passports
of each driver. “It is an honor for
Purcellville to be part of the U.S.
version of one of the most famous

COMMUNITY

car races in the world,” he said
in a Town press release.

The 1000 Miglia Warm Up
USA took place from Oct. 23
to Oct. 26, and was sponsored
by some very big names, in-
cluding the Italian Embassy in
Washington, Alfa Romeo, Cho-
pard, Alitalia, Competizione

& Sports Cars, Creighton Farms, Fair-
mont Washington DC Georgetown and
the Town of Middleburg. Stops in-
cluded Purcellville, Middleburg, Point-
of-Rocks, the Congressional Country
Club, the US Capitol and others.

The overall winner will be awarded
the inaugural Coppa USA - The USA
Cup.
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Mary Ellen Stover Antiques

Closing — Nov. 2

Mary Ellen Stover Antiques at 120 N. 215 Street, Purcellville, VA is closing,
after 35 plus years in business, on Nov. 2. Stover and her exquisite antiques
and collectibles have been a true treasure in the Town of Purcellville over
the years. Her love for her business and the Town is apparent to all that have

had the opportunity to interact with her.

From Normandy, France to

Loudoun County, Virginia

BY ANDREA GAINES

“The  inspiration
was to travel some
back roads that ap-
peared timeless, as
though we were trav-
eling the roads of the
1940’s and 50’s.”

This is how local
veteran Lee Phillips
described an unusu-
al “backroads tour”
in Loudoun County
which took place in
October.

The tour featured a small convoy of
veterans — in authentic vintage military
vehicles — exploring the area’s back
roads. The purpose of the tour was two-
fold; to get the veterans together, and to
work as a group to
promote awareness
of veterans and their
shared history. Veteran’s Day is Mon-
day, Nov. 11, something top of mind for
all this time of year.

Said Phillips, “The tour started in
Leesburg and headed towards Waterford
along Old Waterford Road, then headed
north to Taylorstown, and then west to
Lovettsville for a lunch break. After
lunch the tour headed south to Morri-

COMMUNITY
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sonville and then back over to Water-
ford and back to Leesburg.”

Phillips is a real missionary for the
group and the mission.

“The back roads convoy started about
three years ago,” he said.

“I became acquainted with a lot of the
local veterans and vintage military ve-
hicle owners [helping] with some of the
special events in Leesburg, such as the
Memorial Day event at the courthouse,
the 4th of July parade, and Veterans
Day at Dodona Manor.

“One of my co-workers at the Town
of Leesburg, Brian Boucher, owns a
WWII military vehicle and we started
talking about a back roads tour.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »
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Water rates — will Purcellville think outside the box

BY VALERIE CURY
The Town of Purcellville has 18 Water Fund Capital
Improvement Projects (CIP) it needs to address in the
next 10 years. One of the most pressing is the $2 mil-
lion project to replace the old water line that connects
the Town’s water main to the water treatment plant.

Many of these projects could be funded with the help
of traditional state or federal grants. More innovative
solutions include exploring the option of having a com-
pany take over the management of the Town’s waste
water treatment facility, or selling it to an outside party.

In an Oct. 26 email from Council Member Ryan
Cool to Town Manager David Mekarski and the Town
Council, Cool said, “Based on my review and discus-
sion about the ballooning Town debt payment of $1.3
million starting in 2023, and the inflated CIP project-
ed costs, I would like a thorough assessment of ... two
solution options prior to the Town Council making any
decision on rates.”

Cool has suggested two Requests for Proposals for
companies to take over the management or purchase
“our water and sewer enterprise with specific controls
that will increase quality, not increase rates without
Town Council approval.” He also asked that affordable
healthcare and retirement plans for existing employees
be included in any proposal. He added at the end that
the “responders need to show how they intend to not
become like the Dulles Greenway debacle.”

Cool also asked Mekarski to look into refinancing the
Town’s utility enterprise debt through U.S.Department
of Agriculture or other sources, with the sole purpose of
lowering the 2023 payments.

Mayor Kwasi Fraser has suggested over the past two
years that the Town look into companies such as Aqua

Virginia or Imboden to either purchase the waste water
facility or take over the management of it. However,
that has been met with tepid enthusiasm from Town
staff, who are fearful of losing their jobs.

Imboden has achieved significant cost reduction and
operational efficiencies for the Town of Middleburg.
The Town of Hamilton has just contracted with Im-
boden.

One of the issues to be addressed by Stantec, the
Town’s utility consultant, will be the cost of service for
both the waste water rates and the water utility. They
will be focusing on rate equity in the Town’s 17-tier rate

“What we face is a Town nearing
build-out with no appetite for
massive residential growth...”

—Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser

system — with the goal of reducing the rates to four cat-
egories.

Today, there are four customer categories: single
family residential — with a higher cost than revenue,
multi-family residential, commercial, and institutional.
Mekarski said that the residential is “not even keeping
up with the net cost of service ... we want to get rea-
sonable rates with a rational nexus to cost and service
delivery...”

The Town is in the process of accessing the utility
needs and costs, and conducting a utility rate study.

In email correspondence, Fraser noted that the Town
was working with outside professionals to assess fac-
tors such as what are the Town’s short- and long-term
utility costs and needs, how do they relate to rates, and
what are the “revenue generating and cost reduction
options.”

“What we face is a Town nearing build-out with no
appetite for massive residential growth, a balloon debt
payment in the order of $1.3 million starting in FY23,
and needed repair and replacement of aging utility in-
frastructure.” Fraser went on to say it “Is no surprise
[that] the over $30 million debt for our leading-edge
wastewater treatment plant [taken on] in 2010” has put
the Town in this situation.

“With the Town nearing build out, coupled with the
adverse consequences associated with high density res-
idential growth, the need for transportation infrastruc-
ture, water resources, and more produce a model that is
unsustainable.

“The Town has taken major steps to reduce this tax-
payer burden - restructuring the sewer debt to avoid
over $8 million in debt payments, and cutting utility
operational expenses (charge backs) by $297,392.”

Other cost and taxpayer savings being looked at in-
clude generating additional revenues from the Town’s
$129 million worth of Town owned real estate assets,
the federal, state, and private grant funding opportu-
nities discussed earlier, debt refinancing, cuts in oper-
ational expenses, adding a major user ( for example a
western Loudoun County aquatic center) unrelated to
high-density residential growth to the mix, and allo-
cating portions of the meals tax to utility-related ex-
penses.

Just Another Wedding?

accentuated the personalities of her and
her fiancé. It was a beautiful tribute to the
couple and the love they share together.

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

There is something about going to a
wedding that sometimes feels repetitive.

The wedding party, the vows, the flow-
ers, the first dance. The emotion, the re-
ception, and sometimes,
even the same dance
songs. After attending a
few weddings, it can feel
a bit formulaic. As Kathy
Sheldon (Debby Reynolds)
tells Don Lockwood (Gene
Kelly) in Singin’ in the Rain, “If you’ve seen
one, you’ve seen them all.”

I hope that my words don’t offend the

MOORE-SOBEL

HOME EXTERIORS
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friends and family whose weddings I have
attended. I've been to wonderful weddings
and have experienced great joy in witness-
ing dear friends come together in mar-
riage. Yet I wonder if weddings have be-
come more about fitting a prescribed, cul-
tural narrative, rather than a unique cele-
bration of two individual people becoming
one. I’'ve seen the pressure that engaged
couples feel in planning a wedding - to
please all invited guests, including a wide
array of relatives that often have compet-
ing opinions and desires. Not to mention
choosing the right floral arrangement or
caterer; and, of course, the perfect ven-

ue. It is not uncommon to reach a tab of
several thousand dollars for a day that can
become commercialized by the companies
eager to make a profit.

I fear that in the months of planning a
wedding, what can be lost is the reason the
couple has chosen to get married in the
first place. I wonder if the societal, cultur-
al, and familial pressures placed on a cou-
ple sometimes drown out the true reason
for the day.

I recently attended a wedding that was
unencumbered by any of the aforemen-
tioned challenges. It was a family friend
who created a wedding that celebrated and

Trust Loudoun’s best
roofing contractor

to protect your
greatest investment

& W INTHIWS & SR

They held their ceremony on a beautiful
hill outside. They eschewed the conven-
tional wedding party. They told guests to
come dressed in whatever they felt com-
fortable wearing.

They wrote beautiful vows to each other,
too. The bride talked about the first time
she met her groom, and the joy she felt af-
ter their first date. “We made plans for the
very next night,” she said. They both, in
different ways, shared how the other per-
son enhanced their life, all while extolling
the love they share. “I love you, and I like
you; and, I always will,” the groom said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 41>

540-441-7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com
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— Ask Dr. Mike —

By Michael Oberschneider Psy.D.

100%Z Natvural,

Dr. Mike,

We recently had a meeting with our
son’s preschool teacher who told my
husband and I that she thinks our son
is autistic. She said that our son has so-
cial problems and anxiety, and that he
becomes “out of control” when excit-
ed. She said that he has idiosyncrasies
like walking on his toes and going over
his favorite movie lines with other kids
in class, and that these
behaviors are typical be-
haviors of autistic chil-
dren. She recommended

that our son participate
eyvrel in a neuropsychological
evaluation. While my
husband and I see some of the things
our son’s teacher is seeing, we do not see
him as being autistic. He’s just shy and
immature for his age, and we’re offended
by what was said. We’re thinking about
filing a formal complaint with LCPS
against the teacher, or getting our son
transferred. Teachers are not qualified to
diagnose children with medical or men-
tal health conditions, and we’re worried
that she is treating him differently. We
appreciated your guidance.
— Upset in Loudoun

Dear Upset,

You’re correct that school teachers are
not trained or credentialed to diagnose
autism; and I agree with you that your
son’s teacher shouldn’t have told you
that your son may be autistic. It’s appro-
priate for your son’s teacher to share her
concerns with you, and to recommend a
private evaluation to better understand
what is happening — and how to support
him. She’s correct that a neuropsycho-
logical evaluation — standardized and
objective developmental testing — can be
very helpful. To your point, your son may
simply be shy and immature, and things
may balance out for him naturally in
time. To her point, his problems may be
more significant, and early interventions
could be warranted. A neuropsychologi-
cal evaluation will serve to identify prob-
lems and accurate diagnoses.

I advise that you “Don’t shoot the
messenger,” per the saying. Preschool
teacher observations and opinions are
very important. Your son’s teacher is
spending a good part of every weekday
engaging him in unstructured and struc-
tured social and learning activities. If
your son is not learning or behaving in
a typical manner compared to his same
aged peers, her input is invaluable.

If you decide to have your son evaluat-
ed by a neuropsychologist, that profes-
sional will rely on standardized and ob-
jective testing measures for diagnoses,

will also involve your son’s teacher and
you as parents to thoroughly assess your
son’s needs.

Dr. Mike,

Our son left for college this fall, and
while he’s doing great academically, my
husband and I are concerned about some
of the things we’ve seen on his social
media. There are lots of references to pot
and alcohol. We’ve raised our children to
know better, and we are very upset to see
the choices he is making at school. As
Christians, we are also concerned about
a couple of his pro atheism postings, and
his involvement with the Secular Stu-
dent Alliance on campus. We’ve tried to
talk to him about our concerns, but he
has gotten angry, and has told us that
we are being controlling and crazy and
to “back off.” I know he’s 18, but we’re
paying for college, and we’re still his par-
ents; so sorry but we’re not going to just
back off. Help.

— Concerned in Loudoun

Dear Concerned,

At 18, he may be experimenting with
marijuana and alcohol as a means to es-
tablish a more independent self. It’s also
possible that his recent interest in athe-
ism at college is a deliberate shift away
from what he grew up with to his creat-
ing his own way of being in the world.
It’s also possible that your son is strug-
gling; he may be developing an alcohol
or drug problem, or emotional problems,
so addressing your concerns with him is
important.

I think you should speak to him about
your concerns, but it seems as though
things are pretty tense right now. Teen-
agers can be proud and defensive when
being confronted, so I think it’s best to
focus on your concerns rather than his
misbehavior or wrongdoing. I would let
your son know what your expectations
are of him at college.

I would make your expectations as
reasonable as possible, so that he is more
willing to comply with things that are
good for him. I would also listen close-
ly to what your son says, and to what he
wants. If there’s room for compromise,
then I would encourage you to find that
more neutral place of agreement with
him. If he wants to explore atheism,
you can remind him of the importance
of your Christian values, morals, beliefs
as a family and your concerns regarding
atheism, but I wouldn’t forbid his inter-
ests in this area. By being reasonable and
by compromising, it is my hope that your
son will come to see you more as an ally,
and less so as the contrarian parent that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 »
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A 5-minute
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BY CHARLES HOUSTON them. Even today nobody can figure are well-mannered, cleanly dressed and Shawondasee 3 started picking up sig-

“Aldebaran will show up soon,” Robert
Rood said over his glass of wine. Byne
furrowed her brow quizzically and he ex-
plained. “Fall’s coming and soon Orion
will be over the horizon. Follow the three
stars in his belt, to the right. You’ll see a
large reddish star. Aldebaran.”

“Why are you telling me, this, husband
dear?”

“It’s a long story,”
he replied. “But since

OPINION

you asked ...

“Aldebaran is one of the brightest
stars, and one of the biggest. It’s been
known since antiquity and some primi-
tive societies worshipped it, like the Pa-
lauans in Melanesia. (Byne exaggerated
a yawn.) It’s important now, though. In
the mid-seventies the big radio tele-
scopes in Hawaii began picking up sig-
nals of some sort. No one could explain

them out, even with much better new
technology like the phased array sensors
in that desert in Chile.”

“How do you know all this stuff? You’re
in investments, not in astrophysics.”

“The Royal Journal of Astronomy and
Physics, which someone had left on the
plane yesterday. That was just the arti-
cle’s introduction. Then it got strange.”

“How?”

“Ever heard of Waleska, Georgia?”

Byne shook her head.

“It’s a remote village in southern
Georgia near the Okefenokee Swamp.
Only one narrow road leads in, and it
dead-ends. Supposedly the place is pret-
ty — neat, well-kept houses, quiet — but
odd. The article said you’d see a few
cars parked on the street but there are
no stores and it’s rare to see anybody
out and about. Apparently, the people

groomed, polite if encountered, but
strange.”

“Zombies? Stepford Wives? The Walk-
ing Dead?” Byne’s interest had been
piqued but she liked poking at Robert.

“The magazine said that the village
had been unknown for years. Then an
anthropologist from the University of
Georgia showed up in 1978 or so. He
couldn’t explain some things, like the
fact that the most recent burial in the
cemetery had been in 1949. Like any
good anthropologist, he investigated
their food habits. Turns out that a few
times a month several pickups show up
at a grocery in Folkston, a town nearby,
and buy massive amounts of food. Then
it really gets weird.”

“'m listening,” said a now-curious
Byne.

“A deep-space NASA probe named

nals that were 180-degrees out of phase
with the Aldebaran signals. The probe
was headed towards the red star so the
signals had to be coming from behind,
from earth towards Aldebaran. Another
probe, Alpha Rho, triangulated the sig-
nal pulses from earth. They were coming
from Waleska.”

“That’s weird, Robert. Are those peo-
ple supposed to be aliens or something?”

“Speculation might take you there.
This was about twenty years ago. After
some surveillance overflights of Wales-
ka, a small delegation from Washington
appeared. It was headed by an Assistant
Deputy Director of Defense, a guy named
Brooke, and a four-star Air Force general
named Dodson. I think four or five junior
people — scientists of some sort — were
on the team. They were met by village

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »
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An open letter from the Town of Hillsboro

Dear Neighbors,

We, the Town Council of Hillsboro,
want to recognize our mayor, Mayor
Roger Vance, for his public service to
our Town and to our region. Our mayor
is not paid. He works
tirelessly as a volun-
teer. He is one of the
strongest advocates
for the rural economy and for the public
health and safety needs of his citizens.

We are proud that our mayor is a
leading voice supporting the rural
economy at every turn. It was our may-
or that first stood tall against Rockwool

LETTER

and invited citizens to brief our council
— and our Town was the first to pass a
resolution against Rockwool as the air
quality plumes and water quality issues
could negatively impact our neighbors
and the wineries of our region.

Mayor Vance was the first mayor to
sound the alarm and go to Short Hill
and conduct a site visit when AT &T was
preparing to build a huge facility on our
mountain top. It was Mayor Vance, the
first Mayor who spoke against this.

It was Mayor Vance, along with the
western Loudoun mayors that spoke
against the Planning Commission’s

Comprehensive Draft Plan. It was May-
or Vance that spoke specifically about
no net loss of farmland and the value of
open space.

It was Mayor Vance who directed our
Town to offer community events free of
charge, such as Independence Day the
Hillsboro Way, the Summer Concert Se-
ries and many others, so that everyone
is welcomed. And it was Mayor Vance
who decided that our events should
only feature locally produced food and
beverages, loyally supporting our rural
agriculture and businesses.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39 »

Tainted money

Dear Editor:

In America, our capitalist system gives investors the free-
dom to invest wherever they want. Mavis Taintor, candidate
for 33 District Delegate, puts forward her experience as a
mutual fund manager to support what she considers to be
her qualifications for a leadership role in
government.

A recent Winchester Star Open Fo-
rum article revealed Taintor’s stock holdings in excess of
$500,000 in certain oil and pipeline companies with records
of massive fines and penalties levied for polluting the en-
vironment. This contradicts her published claims to be a
champion of the environmental movement.

Mavis Taintor is the antithesis of a socially responsible in-
vestor. Socially responsible investing causes some to make
investment choices that have a positive impact on the world
while avoiding investments in bad companies. A socially re-
sponsible investor, for example, would avoid tobacco, an
industry whose products sicken or kill millions of people

LETTER

a year and disgust almost everyone else. Mavis Taintor re-
cently declared owning $136,000 worth of stock in Altria,
the parent company of Phillip Morris, one of the world’s
largest producers and marketers of tobacco, cigarettes and
related products.

The opioid crisis has brought human losses and cost to
the community that are unimaginable; family members de-
ceased and families destroyed, addicted newborn babies and
drug-related crime. 70,237 drug overdose deaths occurred
in the United States in 2017 according to Center for Disease
Control. The Oct. 10, 2019, Winchester Star article, “Opioid
crisis: Winchester may seek damages from pharmaceuti-
cal firms,” draws attention to the fact that the opioid crisis
which plagues our community is fueled by profit-seeking
drug companies and their stockholders.

Teva Pharmaceutical and Allergen Pharmaceuticals are
two companies that profit from, as the Winchester Star ar-
ticle puts it, “..facilitating the over-prescription of pain
medications, leading people to become addicted....” Ac-
cording to the Wall Street Journal, Teva Pharmaceuticals, “...
just days before the drug maker was set to face trial for its

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39 »
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Phyllis Randall is the right choice for western Loudoun

Dear Editor:

Recently, I had the pleasure of at-
tending a meet and greet hosted by
one of Loudoun’s premier conser-
vationists, Al Van Huyck, on behalf
of Loudoun County
Chair Phyllis Randall.
This event served as
an opportunity for Chair Randall to
share her vision for the future of the
West, and speak on her record of pro-
tecting and preserving rural Loudoun
over her last four years in office.

As anearly 20 year resident of West-
ern Loudoun County I can unequiv-

LETTER

ocally say that as our Chair, Phyllis
Randall has fought to protect our pre-
cious open space and worked tireless-
ly to support our rural economy that
includes industries such as agricul-
ture, tourism, and animal husbandry.
She has been a strong supporter of the
Emerald Ribbons Countywide Parks
and Trails system, the purchase of 100
acres in Round Hill to link trails from
Sleeter Lake to Franklin Park and has
supported rural schools. She’s led the
effort to increase the salaries of our
educators and first responders so that
our teachers and firefighters are paid

what they deserve.

However, I’'m not just supporting
her because of what she’s done, but
also what she’s going to do. She’s
fighting for rural broadband exten-
sion, growing our small business
community in the west, and has com-
mitted to ensuring that two rural
Board of Supervisors seats remain in
the upcoming redistricting. She works
hand in hand with Visit Loudoun, The
Rural Economic Development Coun-
cil, Soil and Water Board, the Coali-
tion of Loudoun Towns (COLT), and
the Farm Bureau to make sure rural

Loudoun is protected and given the
opportunity to thrive.

There’s only one candidate for
Loudoun County Chair with a real
plan and record to protect and pre-
serve Western Loudoun. We have the
strongest ally in Chair Phyllis Ran-
dall. When you go to the polls, know
that she doesn’t just talk the talk, she
walks the walk. On Nov. 5, I’'m proudly
voting to re-elect Phyllis Randall, and
I encourage you to do so as well.

Dave Rubin
Hillsboro

Tony Buffington: Thank you for your
commitment to our community

Dear Editor:

One of the most important issues for
the Middleburg community is what is
the vision and future of rural Loudoun.
Not a week goes by when I am not asked,
“How are we going to preserve this spe-
cial place?” There are
many aspects to solv-
ing these and many
other issues, but one of the most import-
ant parts is having leaders in our County
government who share our values, and
are willing work hard to accomplish the
same goals. Tony Buffington has served
admirably in this capacity for us all.

Since joining the Board of Supervisor
in 2015, Tony has been a such a leader for
both Middleburg and the broader western
Loudoun. He developed and spearhead-
ed the Conservation Easement Assistance
Program in Loudoun, the first of its kind.
This program offers County grants to low
income landowner who wish to perma-

LETTER

nently preserve, through conservation
easements, their open space but cannot af-
ford the required legal costs and fees. Tony
built the needed support with the Board,
regardless of Party, and it passed 9-0.

In addition to this program, Tony part-
nered with Geary Higgins, and together
they convinced the Board to initiate a
feasibility study for Loudoun to devel-
op and adopt a Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights program. Known as TDRs,
this program would allow landowners in
the west to sell their development land
rights to builders in the east who seek
high housing density. This allows the
development rights to be “transferred”
from the rural west to the east where
housing is desired. These types of inno-
vative programs and solutions are what is
needed to ensure we protect Loudoun’s
rural assets, and we support Tony’s
continued efforts to see the program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39 »

Dear Editor:

Loudoun County voters, your help is
needed to protect our natural resources.
Please support the incumbent candidates in
the Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors’ race in the up-
coming election. Jim
Wylie, John Flannery
and Marina Schumach-
er have a combined 24
years of experience in managing and lead-
ing the implementation of conservation pro-
grams in Loudoun County.

The LSWCD is a political subdivision
of the Commonwealth of Virginia and a
democratic means for local conservation
leadership, and is a nonpartisan voluntary
organization.

There are 47 conservation districts in the
Commonwealth each with its” own unique
challenges and requirements. Loudoun
County is in the Chesapeake Bay watershed

LETTER

Vote for Wylie, Flannery, and Schumacher -
Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors

and is tasked with meeting stringent pollu-
tion reduction goals to improve the health of
the bay. Requirements for reducing pollut-
ants in the Chesapeake Bay have increased
as has funding and programs to accomplish
these goals. The next several years are crit-
ical for Loudoun to meet these challenges.

Huge strides toward those goals have
been made, huge tasks remain. The LS-
WCD is tasked with protecting the natural
resources of Loudoun County and assisting
the County’s efforts in reaching the mandat-
ed goals.

The experience and expertise of Jim Wy-
lie, John Flannery and Marina Schumacher
is needed to effectively manage and imple-
ment these programs. Please do your part;
reelect the incumbent director candidates so
this important work can continue without
interruption.

James B. Christian
Chairman LSWCD Board of Directors

Sam Kroiz: Farmer — Leader - We Can Trust

Dear Editor:

I am writing to endorse Sam Kroiz for
Catoctin Supervisor. My family moved to
Lovettsville near Sam’s farm, Georges Mill
Farm, five years ago. When we decided to
call western Loudoun our home, it was

the best decision we ever made. We came
to know Sam and his family while hiking
up Short Hill Mountain, spending hours
snuggling baby goats, and frequenting
the monthly community barn dances at
his farm. We lived in eastern Loudoun be-

fore moving to Lovettsville, and were im-
mersed in the constant change Loudoun
is undergoing. Once we settled in here, it
seemed like nothing would ever change at
our new home.

Then two years ago, Sam told us that
he had been to a community meeting and
learned of AT &T’s planned to build a data

center on top of the mountain behind
our house. Even worse, the plans had al-
ready sped through much of the County
review process and the clock was ticking
on final approval. Sam wasn’t an expert
on data centers nor the details of the
County Zoning Ordinance, but he knew

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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Vote Nov. 5th. Follow election coverage and results at www.BlueRidgeleader.com

Closing Rt. 9 closes businesses

Dear Editor:

In a rare act of unity, elected officials,VvDOT
and a host of others are all in agreement...let’s
drive as many Rt. 9 businesses out of business
and make way for massive development and
hundreds of McMansions between Leesburg and
Charlestown.

Of course, that is not the
actual narrative. Those words
are not in the mailers, or the
Town Halls, or the informational websites. Yet,
it is the net result of closing Rt. 9, not for a few
hours, days, weeks, or months, but for the bet-
ter part of a full year, eliminating the two-way
traffic flow between Leesburg and Charlestown.

The $10 plus million-dollar project price tag
neglects to account for the negative financial im-
pact upon every Rt. 9 rural businesses and their
substantial loss of revenue during the nearly
one-year, two-way closure. For the gas stations,
farmers markets, wineries, wayside stands and
other small business, whose livelihood depends
upon the two-way commuter traffic during the
weekday and the two-way tourist traffic during
the weekend, closing Rt. 9 is a death sentence.

McMansions, here we come!

LETTER

As you read this, the Northam Administration is plotting and

As a double bonus, the enforcement defer-
ment of the overly restrictive advertising sig-
nage ordnances on rural businesses ends on
Halloween. The sign ordnance restrictions,
which severely inhibits rural business’ ability to
attract commuters and weekend travelers, are
back in full force on Nov. 1. Rt. 9 businesses not
only lose customers through the Rt. 9 closure,
but they lose the ability to attract customers
through adequate business advertising signage.

This is a classic example of unintended con-
sequences of government action. Wanting to
preserve Western Loudoun’s rural character and
businesses, politicians adopt policies with drive
those businesses out of business, and make way
for more development, thus destroying the rural
character of Western Loudoun.

Businesses surviving the Hillsboro closure, will
have another opportunity to close when VDOT in-
stalls the round-about at the intersection of Rt. 9
and Rt. 287.

Closing Rt. 9 closes businesses, and paves the
way for Western Loudoun development, pure
and simple.

Warner Workman
Lovettsville

Keep Dave LaRock working for us so that you get:

g u |l [l.,‘ :.-

planning to divert 25% of our NVTA regional transportation
money to a project outside of Virginia...

Vote Flannery for Soil and
Water Conservation Board

Dear Editor,

I have singled out one race this political season that I wish to
make an endorsement, and that’s supporting my good friend, the
Honorable John P. Flannery for re-election as a
Director to the Loudoun County Soil and Water
Conservation Board, for another four-year term.

I’'ve known John since 1983 when we were both thinking of run-
ning for Congress. I found then how serious John was about public
service, and that he cared for what was best for Loudoun County.

I took some time to tell John what I’d learned and I’ve seen, most
recently, how he’s made a difference for the better as a Director and
the Treasurer of the Soil and Water Board.

In the State Senate, I served as a senior member of the Agri-
culture, Conservation and Natural Resources Committee which
addressed some of the issues John is dealing with on the Soil and
Water Board.

John cares that we use the resources we have to preserve and pro-
tect the quality of our water and the richness of our soil.

I encourage everyone. without regard to party affiliation, to sup-
port John for this non-partisan post, and to vote for John Flannery’s
re-election on Nov. 5.

LETTER

Charles “Charlie” Waddell
Leesburg

r‘

The Dulles Greenway and Dulles Toll Road are

Currently, our taxes and tolls go to transit projects close to

Washington, DC...

| plan to block that move.

I'm fighting to fix that.

both out of control...
| am guiding a VDOT study and

crafting legislation to rein in tolls
from Leesburg to Dulles to 1-66.

Everyone wins when more people work from
home and avoid traffic altogether...

| am pressing for low-cost solutions
to close the rural broadband gap.

Authorized and Paid for by Dave LaRock for Delegate.

VDOT and Loudoun County need to install digital signs on both
ends of the Dulles Greenway to display travel times on alternate
routes, so travelers can avoid Greenway Tolls...

| am pressing for that to happen.

Learn more at votelarock.us/issues/transportation
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Hillsboro awaits revised bids for Rethink9
Traffic Calming and Pedestrian Safety Project

‘It's complicated, but it's getting done

BY ANDREA GAINES

The Town of Hillsboro has set a deadline
of Nov. 7 for contractors to submit revised
bids for their ambitious “Rethink9 “Route
9 project — an effort
that will bring traffic
calming, a new road,
and an updated drinking water and san-
itary sewer main to the Town in one fell
Swoop.

In an interview with the Blue Ridge
Leader, Mayor Roger Vance and Vice May-
or Amy Marasco reinforced the point that
companies seeking the contract for the
multi-million project must deliver propos-
als that “get the job done in about a year,”
produce a product that results in “quality
and long-tern durability,” and, over that
one year, “has the least impact on all par-
ties involved.”

At the heart of the Town’s Invitations for
Bids is a determination to find a contractor
that is “nimble and committed to quality
and working with the Town to reinstate
two lanes of traffic as soon as possible.”

With respect to VDOT and the other
state and local road authorities involved,
everything is in place and approved.

“Change is hard,” said Marasco and
Vance. But, with respect to Hillsboro’s
enormous traffic, safety, drinking water,
and storm water management challeng-
es, “knitting these things together as one”
is the way to go, and will “save millions
of taxpayer dollars” had the road, water
and sewer, and other issues been dealt
with individually as separate projects,
burdening the Rt. 9 corridor for years.
Although subject to some modifications
when the road construction firm is hired,
the traffic plan approved by VDOT, the six
key elements/parameters Hillsboro is re-
quiring contractors to adhere to include
the following:

1. Single-lane roundabouts at the east
and western sides of Town, to be
built under normal flagging oper-
ations with eastbound/westbound
lanes open, expected to take the

COMMUNITY
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GET MORE.

first 3 to 4 months.

After roundabouts are functional,
rush hour traffic lane eastbound
from 4 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. — allowing
teachers, parents, commuters to
move through the town with as lit-
tle inconvenience as possible.

9:30 a.m. Rt. 9 road closures within
the Town boundary every weekday
so the contractor can deploy mul-
tiple crews to speed up the process,
dedicating the entire Town as a
work zone and dramatically reduc-
ing the total duration of the project.
One open lane going west starting
every Friday 2 p.m. — and open all
weekend long — in order to support
local agritourism businesses such as
wineries, breweries and the Town’s
small businesses.

One open lane eastbound starting
at 5 p.m. on Sunday to facilitate vis-
itors leaving area businesses.

6. An  “accelerated maintenance
schedule and business wayfinding
signs” on the local roads that will
serve as a local detour route when
Rt. 9 is closed - these include Stony
Point Road, to Woodgrove Road,
to Allder School Road, to Hillsboro
Road.

In devising Rethink9, Hillsboro is look-
ing for the work to be completed in about
one year. It is mandating that the con-
tractor have no more than 45 to 60 days of
total road closure within Town boundaries
during that period, and not less than five
consecutive calendar days of closure and
not more than 30 consecutive days at any
one time — all with at least two weeks no-
tice. And, the Town will incentivize the
contractor not to use that full 60 days. “Say
you want it done quickly or pay someone
to do it quickly” - that is Vance’s mantra.

The traffic plan, according to Vance and
Marasco is “Driven by data and driven by

engineers, as well as the many competing
needs of all stakeholders—local and re-
gional, including West Virginia and Mary-
land.”

VDOT’s recent traffic calming project in
Middleburg was instructive to the Town’s
leadership. In Middleburg’s case, a lack
of road closure lead to a situation where
pavement and structures had not “proper-
ly cured” and needed to be repaired twice,
increasing maintenance costs.

Public information meetings, includ-
ing one attended by at least 100 people
in early October have helped inform the
Town’s efforts. The Town has established
a key stakeholder group of business-
es, organizations and residents to con-
tinually provide inputs and to provide
vehicles to disseminate information.
The organization known as the Greater
Hillsboro Business Alliance is involved, and
although there are differences of opinion,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Market.

The gallery features local artworks and gifts crafted by local arti-
sans. It will also offer classroom space, weekend art fairs and other
opportunities for all to enjoy, participate in, and be inspired by art

and creativity.

Coming up at the gallery ... Christmas Card Watercolor Class,
Nov. 7, Music and the 60s — Photography by Richard Busch, Nov. 9,
and Sip & Shop — Small Business Saturday, Nov. 30.

Purcellville Art Gallery Gift Cards are available, too, just in time

for the holiday season.

cards, and opportunities for artists to display and sell their work, go

to www.PurcellvilleArtGallery.com.

Lots of business sponsorship, and volunteer opportunities, too.

Smiles and gratitude abound at Purcellville Art
Gallery ribbon-cutting

The joy and enthusiasm could not be contained at the recent
ribbon-cutting of the Purcellville Art Gallery, one of the latest and
most eagerly awaited endeavors of the Discover Purcellville or-
ganization. The event also marked the gallery’s first-ever Artist

JOHN CONSTANT

Associate Broker
703.585.6278
john@atokaproperties.com

MIDDLEBRURG

REAL ESTATI

ATORKA PROPERTIES
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William Sherman Turgeon Jr.
passed away Saturday, Oct. 12, aftera
year-long battle with cancer. He was
surrounded by his
family.

There are not ad-
equate words to ex-
press the light and
love “Bill” shared
with the world. Be it
his humorous teach-
ing tactics with his
sixth grade U.S. his-
tory class at River
Bend Middle School;
the way he would
make his children
and wife Jill laugh,
dressed as an EIf (tights and all) at
Christmas time; or the listening ear
and peaceful presence he would of-
fer to a friend in need; Bill always left
those around him with a smile on
their face and joy in their heart.

He was born in Vallejo, Ca and
raised in Vacaville, Ca. He was a won-
derful son to his parents William
Turgeon Sr and Kathy Turgeon; and
brother to his two sisters Dynette
Ferraiullo and Suzette Oxley. He was
well known throughout his home-
town as a star athlete on the football
field and on the wrestling mat. But
he was best known for his compas-
sionate heart and sense of humor.

Turgeon spent his lifetime serving
others. In addition to being an edu-
cator for over two decades, he served
his community coaching vyouth
sports, participating in callings at
church, and volunteering through-

Remembering William
Sherman Turgeon Jr.

out the community. When he was 19,
he served a two-year church mission
in London, England.

He leaves behind
his wife, Jill; whom
he adored with his
heart and soul. The
two shared 28 vyears
together, filled with
adventures all around
the world. They almost
always had a suitcase
packed and ready to go
explore and enjoy the
world around them.

Together, their
greatest adventure was
raising their 3 children:
Katie, Megan, and Zach. It is difficult
to put into words just how wonderful
of a father and husband Bill was to
his family, and Granddad he was to
his three grandchildren: Van, Finnley,
and Olive. He instilled in his children
a love of learning and appreciation for
the outdoors, travel, and history. He
taught them to not just enjoy life, but
to love it; to find joy in simplicity; and
the key to living a happy life is grati-
tude in all things.

His funeral service was held on
Oct. 19 at the LDS Church in Hamil-
ton, with the viewing at Hall Funeral
home the previous day. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Bill
Turgeon Memorial fund at https://
everloved.com/life-of/william-tur-
geon-jr/. The funds collected will be
used to honor educators who em-
brace the love of learning Turgeon so
wonderfully demonstrated.
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Fourth Annual Turkey Pardoning -
Nov. 2 noon Town Hall Purcellville

Come celebrate the Fourth Annual Tur-
key Pardoning at the Purcellville Town
Hall, 221 S. Nursery Avenue, Purcellville
- at noon, Saturday,
Nov. 2. Join Purcellville
Mayor Kwasi Fraser
and the Town Council in pardoning a very
lucky turkey named Morgana Doo Doo
Doo Doo Doo Doo.

Morgana grew up in Houston, but real-
ized she wanted to live in the Washington
D.C. metro area, and escaped at a young
age. She’s a big fan of the Nats, and watch-
es every game she can. She resides at
her home, Springdale Inn in Purcellville,
where she is a favorite among her peers —

COMMUNITY

i

and is looking forward to her pardoning.
After the pardoning ceremony, come

join the Mayor and Council for cookies

and refreshments at Town Hall. Let’s cele-

brate the Thanksgiving season.

»r
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SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES — BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT

lan J. Serotkin

Blue Ridge Leader: What do you
think the parents of Loudoun’s
school children look for in indi-
vidual members of the School
Board, and why are you the best
person to meet those needs?

lan Serotkin: Simply put, I
think Loudoun parents look
for someone they can trust,
and who can get things
done. I'm the best person to meet these
needs because I have a track record of
effective public service, of listening
to community concerns, and of find-
ing common ground to make positive
changes.

When I worked with state lawmak-
ers to get a new Virginia law on recess
passed, we did it in a bipartisan way.
The result was a bill with broad sup-
port, with every single Loudoun law-
maker voting in favor — from Jennifer
Wexton to Dave LaRock. My advocacy
group, More Recess for Loudoun Coun-
ty, did the same thing at the local level.
We held town hall meetings with the
community and met with School Board

members to build consen-
sus around what a good
recess policy would look
like. The result was the new
Loudoun recess policy pass-
ing unanimously, doubling
the amount of recess time
our kids get in elementary
school. I expanded on that
success this year, work-
ing with the School Board
to implement a policy — unanimous-
ly again - for modest breaks into the
schedule for our secondary school stu-
dents.

I’'ve also been fully committed to
protecting our small schools in west-
ern Loudoun from the constant threat
of closure. I first became involved in
organizing my community to fight to
keep western Loudoun schools open
back in 2014, when the School Board
was considering closing four communi-
ty schools — Aldie, Hillsboro, Hamilton,
and Lincoln - due to the $38 million un-
derfunding of our schools that year. We
were successful in convincing the board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »

OAKRIDGE

Ram Venkatachalam

Blue Ridge Leader: What
do you think the parents of
Loudoun’s school children look
for in individual members of
the School Board, and why are
you the best person to meet
those needs?

Ram Venkatachalam: I am
running for the School
Board to make Loudoun
County Public Schools the best and
safest in America, by keeping the focus
on serving our children and ensuring
better communication with parents.
All of this requires more cohesive lead-
ership from the board itself than we
see today — along with a commitment
to listening better and working harder.

That’s what I believe most parents,
educators, and taxpayers are looking
for in a member of the board, and these
are the qualities I bring as a candidate.

It also means serving without a po-
litical agenda, and not allowing the
administration of our school system
to be a vehicle for social engineering.
I oppose that, and it distinguishes me

Doxn’r Miss Our LAST AUCTIONS OF THE YEAR!

November 21 - Discovery Online Only
December 8 - Fine Asian Art & Antiques

Now ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS FOR 2020

www.oakridgeauctiongalleryv.com | 703-291-1010 | 44675 Cape CL. £171 Ashburn, VA

from my opponent.

The next board needs to
stay focused on its primary
mission of educating our
children and giving them
an enriching life experi-
ence that prepares them
for being adults. I will work
hard to make sure that
happens.

I also bring experience
in local organizations, where I have
worked as a volunteer leader for the
betterment of Loudoun’s communities
and families. In doing so, I have always
reached out to all interested parties to
listen and learn - not just to those who
share my views.

The next school board will have a lot
on its plate right away, including a new
budget.

My priorities start with improving
school safety. I support the addition-
al hardening of schools and training
of security staff, as well as putting a
School Resource Office (SRO) in every
public school in cooperation with the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39 »
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RE-ELECT

Sheriff Mike

CHAPMAN

40+ Years of Law Enforcement Experience
# Crime Down by 19%
% Lowest Crime Rate in the DC Region
7 90% Citizen Satisfaction Rating
100% of Deputies are Crisis Intervention Trained
% Advocating for Law Enforcement Officers in Every School
# Largest Reduction in Opioid Overdoses in the Region
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Jenna M. Alexander

Blue Ridge Leader: What do you
think the parents of Loudoun’s
school children look for in indi-
vidual members of the School
Board, and why are you the best
person to meet those needs?

Jenna Alexander: As a parent,
when my children get on
the bus in the morning, I
want to know that they will
be safe and that they are emotionally and academically
supported. As a taxpayer, I want my tax dollars to be
used wisely and efficiently.

As a 12- year Hamilton resident with children at-
tending Hamilton Elementary and Blue Ridge Middle
School, I expect my elected representatives to have a
history of engagement in our schools and be prepared
on day one to be a fierce advocate for Catoctin and ru-
ral Loudoun.

As Loudoun residents, we trust our School Board
members to understand the complexities of running
the third largest school division in the state and man-
aging a $1.3B budget. To be effective, School Board
members must have experience in legislative policy
and financial management and be able to work in a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES — CATOCTIN DISTRICT

John P. Beatty

Blue Ridge Leader: What
do you think the parents of
Loudoun’s school children
look for in individual mem-
bers of the School Board, and
why are you the best person
to meet those needs?

John Beatty: Parents are
looking for a School Board =

member who understands

education and its costs, will listen to their con-
cerns, and recognizes the unique challenges of the
community they represent.

As a computer science teacher and a school ad-
ministrator, I have an insider perspective on the
problems facing schools today from multiple an-
gles. I know firsthand how difficult it can be to run
a classroom in the afternoon, when the students
get a little rowdy and are ready to go home. I also
know how rewarding it is to see our students grow
and flourish in their knowledge. If elected, I would
like to be a voice for teachers on the School Board
to make sure they have the tools and materials
they need to best engage and educate their stu-
dents. Furthermore, as the Director of Technology,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Zerell Johnson-Welch

Blue Ridge Leader: What
do you think the parents of
Loudoun’s school children
look for in individual mem-
bers of the School Board, and
why are you the best person
to meet those needs?

Zerell Johnson-Welch: First,
I think Loudoun County
parents look for a School
Board member who is honest, trustworthy, and
committed to doing what’s best for every student.
They expect a member with a strong work ethic,
excellent communication skills and an individu-
al who understands the value and importance of
collaboration and team work.

Secondly, I believe parents want a School Board
member who is smart, relatable and can demon-
strate the necessary skill sets to perform the
Board’s policy, administrative, and judicial re-
sponsibilities. The School Board member should
be familiar with principles of advocacy in order
to fully represent the concerns and educational
needs of our children. Finally, I think parents look
for someone who enjoys children, is approachable,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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8John Beatty

CATOCTIN ScHOOL BOARD

Parent, Teacher, and School Administrator

SEPUT PARENTS FIRST

# SUPPORT TEACHERS

# MANAGE BUDGET GROWTH

# REFINE TECHNOLOGY AND ARTS
4 SUPPORT SMALL SCHOOLS
@PRIORITIZE SCHOOL SAFETY

I will work to provide the best learning environment for all of
our children, by supporting parents in their role as primary
educators, giving teachers the freedom to teach, funding small
schools, promoting the arts, rethinking technology, and fighting
indecent materials entering our children’s classrooms.
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THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR
CATOCTIN
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Kenya A. Savage

Blue Ridge Leader: How do
you see your role in making
sure the needs of all students
- east and west — are met?
Why are you running?

Kenya Savage: | am running
for the At-Large Repre-
sentative seat because the
opportunities for every
student are not being eq-
uitably addressed. Motions are being made with re-
gards to political party affiliation rather than what
is best for our students, our teachers, and our Dis-
trict. The School Board race is supposed to be non-
partisan, where the best ideas are carried forward
to and implemented on behalf of the voter, and not
political party agenda. Our schools need to be led
by individuals responsible to the voters, not to the
political establishment, which is why I decided to
run as a non-endorsed candidate.

Moreover, I think it lacks credibility that vot-
ers hear from School Board Representatives when
it’s near the end of a term and the election cycle
is brewing. Loudoun County is continuing to grow.
Which is why I always advocate to grow our chil-
dren for a greater Loudoun County. Enabling,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES — AT LARGE

Julia L. “Julie” Sisson

Blue Ridge Leader: How do
you see your role in making
sure the needs of all students
- east and west — are met?
Why are you running?

Julie Sisson: Our schools
need common sense lead-
ership from someone who
is service oriented and fi-
nancially qualified, and
who understands that the School Board should be
both a policy maker and a watch dog — not a rubber
stamp. Six of our nine School Board members are not
running again, so this election will have a big impact.
I’'ve spent my 30-year career as a CPA, providing
services to clients across the D.C. area and run-
ning a multi-million-dollar business. The Loudoun
County Public School budget is now more than $1.2
billion. I am the only financial professional running
for the School Board, and I bring unique skill set and
a critical eye to the job. And unlike my opponents,
I have a proven track record of fiscal responsibility.
I want our students to have the best opportuni-
ties possible, and as a School Board member, I will
support a wide variety of programs. Whether MATA
career pathways, NJROTC, TJHSST, etc., [ want to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »

CALEB
KERSHNER

CATOCTIN SUPERVISOR

THE EXPERIENCE & LOCAL LEADERSHIP CAT

AS YOUR SUPERVISOR, | WILL FIGHT TO

w,/ preserve rural Loudoun

\/ keep taxes low

‘u/ build safer & more efficient roads

V/ biring broadband to rural Loudoun

‘U/ create world-class schools

Endarsed bij:
Gearny Higgins, inoumbent Supenvisar
Roger Zum, Treasurer

Hikie Chapazan, Shedff

Gary Clemens. Clerk of Cinouit Cowrt

VOTE NOVEMBER &

FEUN FON END AOPONRRIEED Y GALLN FON ELTQETIE

Bob Wertz, Commissioner of Revenue

Denise R. Corbo

Blue Ridge Leader: How do
you see your role in making
sure the needs of all students
- east and west — are met?
Why are you running?

Denise Corbo: I am running
for School Board because
I believe educating our
youth directly impacts
their future and the future
of Loudoun County. Loudoun County School Board
members must have a vision, create structures to
support that vision, and be accountable to the pub-
lic. Seeking input and providing a method for our
teachers, employees, parents, and the community
to have a voice with the board is key in addressing
our needs.

Many candidates can speak to the issues; how-
ever, none have the education, experience, or first-
hand knowledge of LCPS that I offer. Since 1992,
I have worked in 11 County schools, designed a
SEARCH (elementary gifted program) lesson tem-
plate used to close disparities in minority identi-
fication, introduced the school division’s first ele-
mentary electronic report card, and helped create

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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COMMONWEALTH ATTORNEY

M. Nicole Wittmann

Blue Ridge Leader: Both you and
your opponent present a very
compelling case with respect to
your contributions to law enforce-
ment. What do you see as your
most significant recent accom-
plishment, and, should you be
elected, what would be your high-
est priority in your first 12 months
in office?

Nicole Wittmann: I have 26 years of law
enforcement experience. I have spent
each day of those 26 years as a prose-
cutor fighting for victims, abused wom-
en and children, and putting dangerous
career criminal behind bars. As the Chief
Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney, I
have sent some of Loudoun County’s
most dangerous and high profile crim-
inals — murderers, gang members, drug
dealers, and child molesters — to prison.
I have specialized in the prosecution of
child sexual assault, physical abuse, and
homicide cases. I am committed to fo-
cusing on crimes that do the most harm,
and understand that incarceration is not
always the answer.

In addition to working
with Sheriff Mike Chap-
man to keep the citizens
of Loudoun County safe
from criminals by lowering
crime by 19 percent since
2012, I have also been on
the forefront of bringing
rehabilitative and diver-
sionary efforts to Loudoun
County’s criminal justice
system.

I have championed treatment for those
suffering from mental health and addic-
tion issues, rather than criminalizing
mental-health problems and addiction.
I have been instrumental in reinstat-
ing the Drug Court, creating the Mental
Health Court, and continuing an office
policy of agreeing to deferred disposi-
tions and not incarceration for first time
drug possessions, as well as not request-
ing cash bonds in an effort to ensure fair-
ness for indigent and low income defen-
dants. I have supported initiatives that
divert non-violent criminal cases from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Buta Biberaj

Blue Ridge Leader: Both you
and your opponent present
a very compelling case with
respect to your contributions
to law enforcement. What do
you see as your most signifi-
cant recent accomplishment,
and, should you be elected,
what would be your highest
priority in your first 12 months
in office?

Buta Biberaj: My most significant re-
cent accomplishment, related to this
race, is my decision to run. I am run-
ning to bring solutions to our commu-
nity — we need to prevent crimes, pro-
tect our community from harm, and to
prosecute wisely. I realized that the
culture in the office of the Common-
wealth’s Attorney, which was stale
and fixated on convictions and incar-
ceration, was not going to change un-
til we change the leadership.

After 25 years as a trial attorney, 23
years as a Guardian Ad Litem, over 11
years as a substitute judge, and over
23 years as a resident of Loudoun

County, I was comfortable
in how I was serving my
community. I was suc-
cessful in working with my
clients and their families
as they dealt with legal is-
sues.

However, I was very con-
cerned as to how the crim-
inal justice system was not
best serving our commu-
nity. We still have victims of crimes
who are too afraid to make criminal
complaints. Especially, in the area of
sex assault cases — they were worried
about being shunned, not believed,
or having their cases not prosecuted.
We had residents who were concerned
that the prosecutors and judges were
treating them disparately as compared
to the majority of the citizens. We had
parents worried about their emerging
adults who were charged with non-vi-
olent, low-offense charges, who were
being convicted and labeled as crimi-
nals for life. We had families worried
about how their family members were
CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 »
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November Ist - 12th Shop in Peace event.
Tickets on sale now! For more information &
to purchase your tickets, please visit our website:

WWW.LUCKET TSTORE.COM

Stay as long as you like. Take your time. Shop in Peace.

November 15th - December 22nd
The Holiday Open House will be open every Friday - Sunday 10-5
*no tickets required*

The Lucketts Store will be decked out and open every
day from 10-5, our amazing photo vignettes are
ready to go, and there will be some epic
holiday cheer to get you in the spirit!

You don’t want to miss the holidays at

LUCKETTS!

| 42350 Lucketts Road » Leesk
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Paeonian Springs treasure

Soaring views, architectural
beauty, and comfort — all
within minutes of the W&OD
Trail

BY ANDREA GAINES

From a distance the quaint custom home located at
17149 Simpson Circle in Paeonian Springs has fairy tale
curb appeal blending brick and stone accents, bay win-
dows and towering trees.

But, get a little closer and your ex-
pectations for what it would be like
to live here will open up like a veritable kaleidoscope.

This surprisingly spacious 3,445 sq. ft., three-level
home has a sought-after main level, an expansive lower
level, and a supremely comfortable and fun upper level.

And once your car reaches the top of the driveway a
panorama of the Blue Ridge Mountains will take your
breath away.

It was built to be a part of the land - inside and out.
And, while it is being offered as a whole, it is actually two
separate lots.

The word “custom” takes on special meaning here.
There are the expected touches, including wood floors,
classic moldings, and wood-burning fireplaces. But,
added to that are exquisite arched doorways, ceiling
fans, copper gutters, and built-in bookcases — several of
which frame a truly beautiful library room.

The main floor features the library room, and a lovely

REAL ESTATE

Alithorized by Friends of
H@EEr Zurn

living room — with built-in shelves and one of the several
fireplaces.

A large main-floor kitchen and spacious dining room
provide views to the front of the property, and an enor-
mous fenced pasture.

The first floor also includes a master bedroom with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

“My great uncle Allen Clarke, who built the home, was
an inventor by trade. So, you can only imagine how
much fun it was to visit him his home on Simpson Circle
in Paeonian Springs. He had a backyard observatory,
a darkroom for photography (way before digital), a
weather station and a large workshop.He loved teaching
kids about science. We have many fond memories at
this home, and just being kids hanging out in the fields
overlooking the awesome views!”

— Stuart Sager, Ashburn VA

[ have tried to serve with
honor, dignity and integrity.
On November 5th, [ would

appreciate your vote.
—Re-elect Roger Zurn,

Treasurer
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SOIL AND WATER DIRECTOR — VOTE FOR THREE

Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors
There are six candidates running and vote for three.

The Blue Ridge Leader asked
each candidate to answer this question:

Many voters are unfamiliar with the role

of their local Soil & Water Conservation
Director. How would you describe that role
and what do you bring to the table that
other candidates might not?

Candidate responses below. As of press

time George Melik-Agamirian did not respond.

Jasvinder “Jimmy” Singh

As a Virginia native,
I grew up in Loudoun
County and I care deep-
ly about the environ-
ment. My background is
in finance and I currently
manage a small business
in the Manassas City area

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »
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John P. Flannery i

Serving as Director of
the Soil and Water Board is
a public service. It doesn’t
pay anything. It’s not a
political stepping stone.
It is all about an issue that
many of us think is criti-
cal and care deeply about

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

Marina R. Schumacher

When it comes election Y
time, the Soil and Water
Conservation District is
always the token vol-
unteer elected position
that is on the bottom of
the list that no one really
knows what they do. But

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

James K. Wylie

Loudoun Soil and Water
Conservation District is
one of 47 Soil and Water
Districts in Virginia, some
of which cover multiple
counties, and some, like
Loudoun, that are respon-
sible for just one.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

SPEEDWAY

Classic, Hot Rod & Muscle Car Specialists
Full Restoration, Paint and Rust Repair
Brake Kits, Advanced Dyno, EFI Tuning
Custom A/C and Stereo Installation

Metalwork and Fabrication

Custom Wheels and Tires

I- m AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
., EXCELLENGE
Certified Techniclans

£ S

Soil & Water Board
Background Informa-
tion: There are 47 active
conservation districts es-
tablished by the Virginia
General Assembly with
oversight, financial sup-
port, best practice man-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

— (703) 464-0005 —

44225 Mercure Circle Unit 190A Sterling, VA 20166

info@thespeedwaygarage.com

thespeedwaygarage.com
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For this month’s Small
Business Grapevine,
we like the idea of
focusing on fresh
apples and handmade
cheeses — both of
which are in plentiful
supply from local
businesses this month.
Here are some tips on
how to use these great
local products and how/
where to find them.

The apple of my pie

Some call apple pie the greatest
desert of all time. According to
one seasoned chef, the key to suc-
cess is a handmade crust, a com-
bination of firm-tart (e.g., Granny
Smith) and firm-sweet apples (e.g.
Golden Delicious), and a careful-
ly-prepared filling.

A quick tip on the crust - cut
the butter into the flour and other
ingredients with your hands ...

a “shaggy” dough makes for the
best crust. And, for the filling:
toss the apples with the rest of the
ingredients — flour, sugar, butter
and spices — and let the mixture sit
overnight in the refrigerator.

A quick tip on where to get your
apples: LoudounFarms.org has
all of the information you need
... Crooked Run Orchard, Great
Country Farms, and Hollin Farms
(Delaplane) is a good start, but the
list goes on and on. So, have some
fun.

Mozzarella and more

LoudounFarms.org lists no fewer
than fourteen local dairy sources.
The craft of cheesemaking is not
for whimps. It’s a fine and labo-
rious process demanding of both
technical knowledge and love.

For example, Paul Stephan of the
Blue Ridge Dairy Company started
his business because, according
the company’s website, “he real-
ized that his favorite cheese, fresh

mozzarella, was not being made

in the U.S. to anywhere near the
quality as it was in Italy.” But, now
we have that, as crafters all over
Loudoun serve up creamy, deli-
cious, sweet and savory cheese and
cheese-related products.

In honor of cheese, we recom-
mend serving it in as simple a form
as possible — with tomatoes and
basil in a caprese salad, or with a
hefty crust of homemade bread.

Again, see LoudounFarms.org for
a full list of local sources.

Cheese and apples — a marriage made
in heaven

Some recipes, including those of
the more gourmet persuasion, call
for an apple pie crust made with
cheese - usually a sharp variety
such as cheddar.

That, along with a simple, fresh-
sliced apple and cheese platter is a
beautiful way to celebrate fall and
move into the holiday season.

To have your small business fea-
tured in our Small Business Grape-
vine, contact Andrea Gaines via
email at andrea@andreagaines.
com. The theme for December,
Hearth & Home, for January 2020,
Be Bold, and for February, Finding
Love.

Ram4BlueRidge.com
f

VOTE NOV. 5 w

Venkatachalam

BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT
SCHOOL BOARD

Let’s make Loudoun’s public schools

the best and safest in America!

More academic choices and enrichment programs
Attract and retain the best teachers in the region

Direct more funding to classrooms, less to central
administration

Expand mental health and youth resiliency programs
Put a School Resource Officer (SRO) in every school

Make sure libraries do not promote social agendas

Improve communications with families

Protect small, rural schools

Every problem has a
solution. 2
Be part of the solution. “_

Treasurer Roger Zurn
Sheriff Mike Chapman
Clerk of the Circuit Court Gary Clemens

Paid for and authorized by
Ram Venkatachalam for
School Board

ENDORSED

1:3%

School Board member Jill Turgeon as her successor
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More pizza pizzazz
in Purcellville

iy g ; Another great pizza place — and more — has opened its doors in the Town of Pur-

' ' cellville.
Ar e YO u Ti r e d Of D e al in Manhattan Pizza, under the ownership of local businessman Jack Azar is just
g the latest in a string of popular eating spots in the region, and one of the latest of
restaurant enterprises for the family. Azar operates 15 locations

Wit h P I u m b i “ g I ssu E 5 P BUSINESS for the franchise, and his wife, Jumana’s parents have operated

many restaurants in the area, including Del Rio in Leesburg.

In addition to fantastic pizza, the restaurant will be serving a wide variety of
BEEﬂ HS E WE s I.H" E Ar E! healthy salads, fresh gelato and more.

Manhattan Pizza Purcellville is located at 1211 Wolf Rock Road, near the corner of
Rt. 287 and Business Rt. 7. Their hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

You have trusted the team at J. R. Snider for your plumbing
repairs for the past 37 years. We've seen it all, but it's our goal
to never see clogged pipes again!

We can prevent these issues by treating your water to remove Discover Purcellville’s 9th Annual
the contaminants that are plaguing your pipes. 5ave money
throughout your whele home everyday with great water. H a | | oween B |OCk Pa rty a g reat success
plumbing, water treatment and wastewater needs. g' ir':fi',ﬂ’ . e T e
We Offer Solutions For: i "‘i':"h'{' ! '
« Certified drinking water filtration '
« Hard water build-up
+ Rust stains and iron clogging
» Whole-home sediment filtration
+ Neutralization of acidic water
+ Chlorine removal from municipal water o

e ——

=¥

Our water experts will perform a FREE in-home consultation
complete with water test to recommend the right selution for your
home. Call us today to learn more!

WATER le“ A massive
Now proudly serving as your 1ocal s wis s e obsters.
horror movies,
baseball
540-687-5232 - 703-771-3308 ores,
f Find Us On Facebook ~ JrSniderLtd more.

www.jrsnider.com
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Leesburg invites residents to
weigh in on new Town Plan

First deadline Nov. 5

BY ANDREA GAINES

The Town of Leesburg is taking a rath-
er innovate approach to upcoming plan-
ning exercises, asking residents to host

gatherings in their

GOVERNMENT  own homes, and re-

port back to the Town

about what they heard from family,
friends, and neighbors.

The effort, called “On the Table” works
this way.

Leesburg is about to adopt a new Town
Plan.

Officials will be holding a series of tra-
ditional public hearings — and the like —
on the new Town Plan. “On the Table”
seeks feedback as an adjunct to that pro-
cess.

Throughout the month of October
Leesburg citizens gathered togeth-
er, and recorded what different peo-
ple said about what they see as the
future of their town - where devel-
opment should go, how big the Town
should get, what they see as threats
to their way of life — and what kinds of
things can enhance their way of life.
Residents will first request an On The
Table info kit, and then submit a report
from their gathering. Reports are due to
the Town Nov. 5.

Per the officials organizing the event, “
...On the Table is an opportunity to gath-
er over mealtime conversations to build
personal connections and explore how
residents can work together to make our
community stronger. Residents can in-
vite their families, neighbors, colleagues,
and friends — old and new - to pull up a
chair, share a meal or coffee, and discuss
the ways in which they can, and do, work
to improve quality of life in Leesburg.

“No staff, no elected officials, no Pow-
erPoint presentations,” say the Town or-
ganizers. “Just conversation.

“After the event,” say officials, “Hosts
will send a summary of the conversation

back to the Town.”

According to Leesburg Public Infor-
mation Officer Betsy Arnett, beginning
on Nov. 7, Leesburg will begin holding a
Town-wide Charrette to explore where
the municipality and its citizens want to
go in the future. On the Table will in-
form and provide additional citizen in-
formation for the Charrette.

Scott Parker, Leesburg Senior Planning
Project Manager from the Department of
Planning & Zoning said the Town’s out-
reach efforts are going well.

In late October, he said, “Response to
the On the Table public input for the
Town Plan has been very good, and very
positive. We have had about five or six
On the Table groups respond so far, with
about five or six more scheduled within
the next week. Town staff is planning to
guide a discussion with Loudoun County
High School Civics students at Loudoun
County High School, and with the gen-
eral public ... at King Street Coffee in
downtown Leesburg. The Town Plan
Project Focus Group will [also] be having
an On the Table discussions.

“Boards and Commissions at the Town
have been invited to participate as well,”
he said, “And so far the Diversity Com-
mission will hold one at their next meet-
ing, as [will] as the Standing Residential
Traffic Committee ... It is anticipated
that other Boards and Commissions will
participate as well, including the Plan-
ning Commission.”

Residents interested in hosting an On
the Table event can go to legacy.lees-
burgva.gov for an On the Table info kit.

The deadline for submitting a report to
the Town is Nov. 5.

For more information about the Town
Plan Update, contact project managers
Scott Parker, at sparker@leesburgva.
gov or 703-771-2771, or Richard Klusek,
at rklusek@leesburgva.gov or 703-771-
2758.

HILLSOBORO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

particularly on the Rt. 9 temporary closure
issue, the parties continue to work togeth-
er.

Vance and Marasco say they are com-
mitted to ensuring that Rethink9 will “Not
unnecessarily be detouring anyone to
Round Hill or Purcellville,” and have met
with the respective mayors there.

Hillsboro is also holding regular pub-
lic information meetings, one-on-one
meetings with the businesses that may be
affected, and making sure the Town lead-
ership is aware of the special events sched-

ules of vineyards and breweries, and local
schools. There is also a direct outreach
effort to truck drivers using Rt. 9, as well as
the Visit Loudoun organization.

“We want everyone to know that
throughout the process,” said Vance, “we
are committed to getting people where
they need to go as safely and as quickly as
possible.”

He encourages everyone to visit the
project website, ReThink9.com, and sign
up to the ReThink9 Dispatch, to receive
official and timely alerts and updates on
the project.

WFC

WERTE FOR
COMMIFESIONER

RE-ELECT BOE
WERTZ

NOVEMEBER STH

There's No Substitute
For Experience

More than 27 years' experience in
the Loudoun County Commissioner
of the Revenue’s Office. In the race
for Commissioner, BOB WERTZ is
the only qualified candidate.

As Commissioner,
Bob will continue to:

« Provide the Excellent Taxpayer Service Loudoun
Citizens Expect and Demand

- Render Sound Decisions Based on Local and
State Tax Code to Ensure Equity

« Improve Efficiency Through Automation
Without Sacrificing Personal Service

- Protect the Confidential Personal and Business
Information Entrusted to the Office

Vote November 5th
Wertz for
Commissioner

bobwertz.org

703-728-3610 - bob@bobwertz.org
PO Box 628 Leesburg, VA 20178

Authorized and paid for by Friends of Bob Wertz
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Please support our
adopted charities
this season.

(L LE AT
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One Loudoun
44810 Saranac St
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Leesburg
504 E Market St

CARVER
COMMUNITY
CENTER
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bankofclarke.bank  800.650.8723
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BY ANDREA GAINES

On a quiet day in October a group of
people dedicated to preserving history,
healing wounds, and passing on one of the
most important mes-
sages human beings
are capable of convey-
ing - ‘we will not forget you’ — gathered at
a little-known spot in Ashburn.

The place is known as the African
American Burial Ground for the Enslaved
at Belmont - the largest burial ground of
its kind in Loudoun County.

The estate, now a huge and very pop-
ular golf course and gated community
development was once a classic south-
ern plantation. The property and origi-
nal manor house is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. Once owned
by the Toll Brothers development com-
pany, the burial grounds property is now
under the protection of the Loudoun
Freedom Center, a non-profit dedicated
to the preservation of local African Amer-
ican history.

Agricultural goods were produced at
Belmont, incredible wealth was accumu-
lated there, and both slave and master
lived and died there.

The gathering — “Blessings and Liba-

COMMUNITY

tions to the Historical Signif-
icance of the African America
burial ground for the enslaved at
Belmont” — was meant to honor
the slaves buried there, unac-
knowledged, for many, many,
many years.

The event included a walking
tour of Coton and Belmont Plan-
tations. Because management of
the two properties was, in some
way blended, it is hard to know
who is buried and where. But, ac-
cording to the Loudoun Freedom
Center, all slaves buried there have been
accounted for by name.

Interestingly, the blessings ceremony
was conducted by what many might see
as a very unusual messenger; His Majesty
King Toffa IX of Porto Novo Benin. And,
the personal, historic, economic, and ge-
netic dynamics involved in these cases
cannot be understated.

Porto Novo, or “New Port” was once
used by the Portuguese as a center for
the slave trade in the region. Toffa is a
descendent of the African Kings who
reigned at that time, many of whom par-
ticipated in the slave trade. His organiza-
tion, Roots to Glory was present, to honor
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the slaves buried
at Belmont and to
make amends.

According to Ada
Anagho Brown, president of Roots to
Glory, “With these blessings and events
we want to say, we are sorry about what
happened to you, and about what you
went through.”

The concept here is connected to the Af-
rican Diaspora, with that continent as the
‘mother’ and all of the millions and bil-
lions of people world-wide whose ances-
tors originated in Africa as ‘her children.’

“We want to reconstruct our relations
with the people who suffered so much,”
said Brown.

703.506.VEIN (8344)

How easy would it be to finally get rid of
your varicose veinsg, eliminate the pain,

and regain confidence in the way your legs look?

With Virginia Vein Care,
it's a walk in the park.

The doctors at Virginia Vein Care provide
personalized service and are experts in
minimally invasive, state-ol-the-art procedures

that get rid of spider and varicose veins.

Virginia Vein Care @
VirginiaVeinCare.com

8200 Greensboro Drive, Suite 210, McLean, Wiy
8504 E. Main Strest, Purcalballe, Wi
2440 M Street MW, Suite 200, Washington, D.C.

Roots to Glory hosts
many, many tours, and
" recently hosted one at
' the Macedonia Baptist
* Church in Bethesda,
and this one at Belmont.
2 Theyalso hosted events

in the French Quarter
in New Orleans, and at the Stagville Plan-
tation in Durham, NC, and others.

At one event at the Whitney Plantation
in Louisiana, Toffa’s mission of remem-
brance and contrition took on special
significance. A Wall of Honor at the his-
toric spot carried the names of the en-
slaved there, many of whom, genetic tests
showed, were his direct descendants.

For more information on this and other
Loudoun Freedom Center projects go to
www.LoudouFreedomCenter.org. Infor-
mation on Roots to Glory events can be
found at www.RootstoGlory.com.
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Loudoun Heights Has a New Communications Tower

After years of waiting while an ap-
plication for a new tower worked its
way through an expensive bureau-
cratic maze, American Tower has con-
structed a new tower alongside the
existing outdated tower. Broadband
service provider, All Points Broadband,
rented space on the old tower and will
now transition to the new tower. All
Points is now upgrading their equip-
ment, which provides broadband ser-
vice to the Lovettsville and Neersville
areas of NW Loudoun County.

The Loudoun Heights telecommu-

nication tower structure was at the
end of its useful life, no longer meet-
ing federal safety regulations which
prevented companies who rent space
on the old tower from accessing and
servicing their equipment for the last
several years. Numerous antennas are
being placed on the new tower, allow-
ing for improved cellular, broadband,
and emergency communications ser-
vice to the region.

Del. Dave LaRock said, “Getting the
County to approve a tower upgrade to
accommodate the equipment that will

bring improved cell phone and inter-
net to my constituents should not be
a legacy project. Working on this has
been an extremely valuable lesson;
drawing my attention to what needs
to change. Not only was this tower old
and broken, so is the system that slows
down building the infrastructure in
Western Loudoun that will give rural
residents the service we all need.”
LaRock’s office, along with Supervi-
sor Geary Higgins’ have been interact-
ing with American Tower and Loudoun

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »
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Delegate Dave LaRock (left) visiting the
mountain top to view progress, on Oct. 24

Loudoun OMS Celebrates 25 years

Loudoun Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery recently cel-
ebrated 25 years of oral surgery in Loudoun County. The
three oral and maxillofacial surgeons have a combined
total of over 20-years of dental, oral surgery and medical
education, along with over 65-years
of combined oral and maxillofacial
surgery experience.

Dr. Andrew Bluhm, who joined the practice in 1994
and assumed leadership in 1998, was joined by Dr. Steve
Dorsch in 1999, and Dr. Jay Vandervort in 2009. They
have offices in Ashburn and Leesburg.

During the last 25 years, the practice has helped many

COMMUNITY

thousands of patients for common needs such as wis-
dom teeth removal or dental implants. In addition, the

three doctors provide a wide scope of services, including
management of oral and facial injuries, corrective jaw
surgery for congenital jaw deformities, and treatment of
oral pathologic conditions.

All three doctors have full admitting privileges at Inova
Loudoun Hospital for complex operations that cannot be
performed in the office. The three doctors also have med-
ical training in anesthesiology, which allows them to pro-
vide patients with a full range of office anesthetic options.

As part of its ongoing education mission, Loudoun
OMS hosts the Greater Loudoun Study Club to offer edu-
cational programs to local dentists, focusing on compre-
hensive interdisciplinary dental care. This helps to build
communication and understanding between specialists
and general dental practitioners when it comes to treat-
ing complex patient needs.
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We have travel options that keep your wheels rolling.

LOCAL BUS

§

Eastern Loudoun County

COMMUTER BUS

on LC Transit

© + Weekday and limited Saturday service
from Purcellville through Leesburg and

+ Equipped with wheelchair lifts and bike racks

+ Connections to the Silver & Orange Lines

CARPOOL

+ Split travel costs with fellow carpoolers

VANPOOL

=

m + Comfortable, stress-free ride to work on
coach-style buses
+ Board at park and ride lots to Rosslyn,
Crystal City, the Pentagon and Washington, D.C.
METRO
IDDI:I:I
(= et

+ Shared rides with commuters who live and
work near each other

Read, sleep or work as a passenger

+ Arranged among groups of commuters traveling
15 or more miles to work

+ Split costs and lease of commuter vehicle

Loudoun County
Commuter Services

Travel Options » Information » Advice » Solutions

www.loudoun.gov/commute
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JENNA ALEXANDER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

non-partisan way to build a school system
that supports every student and staff mem-
ber. Before shifting to public education, I
spent ten years working in the investments
and capital markets industry running large,
complex, strategic projects. I know how to
take a budget apart, find process gaps and
creatively redesign practices to close op-
erating inefficiencies. I am uniquely quali-
fied to oversee the Loudoun County Public
School’s budget and find operating efficien-
cies.

I started this journey in 2014 as a re-
sult of the small school closure hearings.
While serving as Hamilton Elementary PTA
Treasurer and then President, I formed a
coalition of PTAs and PTOs to protect our
small schools from consolidation. I am the
only candidate that has ever spoken to the
School Board (and state and federal legisla-
tors) about issues unique to rural Loudoun.

I've spent the past two years overseeing all
of the PTAs in Loudoun County as the Direc-
tor of the Hunt District PTA. My vision and
communication skills transformed the Hunt
District PTA into a cohesive and respect-
ed parent voice. I understand the concerns
of parents and school communities across
Loudoun; and I am therefore able to bridge
the divides that challenge our county.

I am the only School Board candidate who
works at the state level. I currently serve as
the Vice President of Advocacy for the
Virginia PTA. I set the non-partisan legis-
lative agenda for the state and advocate on
behalf of every parent, student, and teach-
er across Virginia. I have authored posi-
tion statements and resolutions on mental

health, school renovations, small schools,
world language instruction, and advancing
equity and diversity, which now guide PTA
advocacy work in schools across Virginia.
As a direct result of this experience, I see
where Loudoun excels and where we need
to improve.

In Loudoun, you can see my work re-
flected in the fact that our small schools
are still open, that we have full time princi-
pals in every elementary school, that LCPS’
mental health return-to-learn policies
changed, and that parent voices were raised
across Virginia last year to ask for increased
funding for mental health, and the larg-
est teacher pay raise in 15 years. I’'ve also
partnered with Loudoun 4-H to develop an
after-school program that is connecting el-
ementary students with Loudoun farms.

I am passionate about the Catoctin Dis-
trict, and dedicated to ensuring the School
Board joins the effort to protect rural
Loudoun by reinvigorating agriculture edu-
cation so that Loudoun’s next generation of
farmers and entrepreneurs have a pathway
to work the land we are fighting to preserve.
It’s time to re-energize the way we commu-
nicate with families, re-prioritize renovat-
ing the oldest schools, bring back world lan-
guages in elementary school, expand sup-
port for the performing arts, reduce over-
crowding, fix the mid-career teacher salary
sag, make it easier for students with special
needs to receive support, and aggressively
chart a strategy to close the achievement
gaps.

I'm asking for your vote on Nov. 5 be-
cause I have a proven track record of results
and successful leadership, and it’s time to
get the work done!

PAEONIAN SPRINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

private bath, and a guest suite — also with
a private bath. And, there is a dramatic,
glassed-in porch which can be accessed
from the kitchen ... a great place to read,
drink your coffee, do puzzles or work on
gardening projects.

A flagstone patio off of the porch has
an electric awning for shade on brilliantly
sunny days. Tucked away on this floor is
also an additional den or office with access
to a full bath in the hallway.

Upstairs in this magical home you will
find two very spacious bedrooms with new
carpeting that share an open den area, and
a full bath. Also, on the upper level, is the
enormous walk-in attic.

Stairs (and yes, an elevator!) provide
access to the lower level, which features
a large recreation room with another
wood-burning fireplace, two large storage
rooms, an additional storage room ideal for
tools, and a small room outfitted with a sink
that has doubled as a mini kitchen. A large
utility room walks out to the two-car ga-
rage, and has additional storage if needed.

Outside ... the grounds are marvelous.
The view from a flagstone veranda is out
of a magazine, and the gardens and trees
bloom for three seasons. There is a very

17149 Simpson Circle, Paeonian Springs
MLS#: VALO393110

Year Built: 1963

Beds/Baths: 4 bedrooms, 4 & 1/2 baths
Total Acreage: Approximately 10-1/2 acres (5.5
acres with additional 5-acre lot)

List Price: $799,900

Agent: Sam Rees, Associate Broker, Keller
Williams
onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Ray Rees, Associate Broker, Keller Williams
onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com
Website: www.onthemarketloudoun.com
Phone: (703) 408-4261

spacious garden shed with electricity —
ideal for keeping your gardening projects
and tools organized. For the animal lover
there is a two-stall barn with additional
storage that would be perfect for hay, and
there is ample room to keep your lawn
mower and/or tractor inside. The pastures
on this property are lovely and rolling —
very suitable for horses, goats, alpacas or
outdoor hobbies such as grape growing.
As for location, this property is perfect;
seven minutes to downtown Historic Lees-
burg, and the Dulles Greenway. And, the
popular W&OD Trail runs right through
the quaint village of Paeonian Springs, and
is within just a short walk of the property.

; HOURS:
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WE DELIVER DR YDU F’ICK UP'

MULCH

BULK & BAGS; BROWN, BLACK, RED,
BARK, WOOD, & LEAF

TOPSOIL

WOODCHIPS

GARDEN GRO
FIREWOOD{ |

BY THE CORD OR HALF CORD
CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE

LENGTH, CUT, DRYNESS
MAPLE, HICKORY, CHERRY, OAK, LOCUST

USDA CERTIFIED KILN-DRIED
SEASONED (3-6 MONTHS OLD!)
FRESHLY SPLIT

703 - 661- 4040

WWW.REMINGTONMULCH.COM
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M. NICOLE WITTMANN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

being charged and being brought to court,
such as the Check Enforcement Program.
This program has brought $346,000 in
restitution to local merchants. I have been
a founding member of multiple initiatives
aimed at keeping Loudoun safe, such as
the Child Advocacy Center, the Domestic
Abuse Response Team, the Sexual Abuse
Response Team, the Improving Childhood
Outcomes for Positive Endings Initiative,
the Reducing Ethnic and Racial Disparity
Initiative, and the Critical Accident Inves-
tigation Team.

My office has been a leader in the move-
ment to keep juveniles out of the court
system by diverting juveniles before they
are charged. We have accomplished this
without sacrificing public safety, by allow-
ing the schools to handle in-school be-
haviors and by referring kids to diversion
through the Restorative Justice Program.
I have also been a leader in the effort to
keep non-violent juvenile offenders out
of detention by partnering with other
County agencies in the Juvenile Deten-
tion Alternative Initiative (JDAI). Since
JDAI was brought to our county, Loudoun
has managed to maintain the lowest rate
of pre-trial detention in the entire state.

This effort has been recognized as the
gold standard across the spectrum by
those concerned with juvenile justice. My
office’s innovative handling of the graf-
fiti of the Ashburn Colored School was
hailed by the Washington Post, the New
York Times, and the British Broadcast-
ing Company as the future of juvenile
justice.  www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/sto-
ries-47936071. Even critics of law enforce-
ment and prosecutors have acknowledged
my office’s success in ending the school-
to-prison pipeline. George Soros funded
an anti-law enforcement candidate for
Commonwealth’s Attorney in Arlington
County, Parisa Tafti. When speaking of
her model for juvenile prosecutors, Tafti
recently wrote: “Nearby Loudoun County
has a restorative justice program in place,

which studies show leaves victims more
satisfied and decreases recidivism. We
have no such program here [referring to
the Arlington County Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Office]. I would work to imple-
ment a restorative justice model in nonvi-
olent and juvenile cases where the victims
agree to it.” --Falls Church New Press,
April 11, 2019.

While my opponent has mislead the
public by posting budget numbers and
projections as representative of how
many juveniles are on probation or being
committed to the Department of Juvenile
Justice, please refer to: http:/www.djj.
virginia.gov/pages/community/csu20L.
htm. These are the actual numbers from
the Loudoun County Juvenile Court Ser-
vices Unit, which show that less than one
percent of Loudoun’s 84,000 students are
on probation, and zero have actually been
committed. In fact, at this time, we have
only 58 children on probation.

In this job, experience matters. I have
tried most of Loudoun’s murders, including
Braulio Castillo, Henri Combs LaFleur, David
Cavalieri, and convicted all of them; sending
these criminals to prison for life. The job of
Commonwealth’s Attorney is not about pol-
itics, it’s about public safety. This is why I am
the only candidate who is endorsed by law
enforcement, Sheriff Mike Chapman, and
Democrats and Republicans alike.

The Washington Post has called me
a skilled prosecutor; and being a skilled
prosecutor is the number one require-
ment for the job of Loudoun’s top pros-
ecutor. Unlike my opponent, who has ad-
vocated for dangerous criminals, includ-
ing murders, rapists, and child molesters,
I will continue to serve and protect the
people of Loudoun County by advocating
for victims and taking violent criminals
off our streets. Unlike my predecessor, I
have a strong relationship with Sheriff
Mike Chapman. Together, Sheriff Chap-
man and I have the experience and exper-
tise to keep Loudoun County the safest
area in the region.

JAMES K. WYLIE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

I am running for reelection, and am
the only full time farmer currently
serving on the Loudoun Soil and Water
Conservation Director board. I manage
Lazy Lane farm in Upperville, where
we primarily raise beef cattle but also
have horse and hay production. I am
currently the chair of our Technical Re-
view Committee at the District, which
reviews all the agricultural cost share
practices prior to presenting them to the
full board for approval. Having a farmer
who is familiar with the day to day ac-
tivities in agriculture, and how our pro-
grams fit into an ag business, I believe is
critical to having a well rounded board
in a County that still has a great deal of
agriculture.

Our current board brings a lot of dif-
ferent backgrounds to the table both
geographically, with both ends of the
County represented, as well as with re-
gards to our jobs and experience which
I think lets us work well with folks from
all around the County.

The Loudoun Soil and Water Conser-
vation District board focuses on sup-
porting the staff’s work with various
voluntary conservation programs that
are available to our farmers, homeown-
ers, students, and businesses. These
include the Virginia Agricultural Best
Management Practices Program that
helps farmers to do things like fence
livestock out of streams and provide
clean drinking water to their animals as
well as planting cover crops to protect
from soil erosion and nutrient loss. We
also deliver the Virginia Conservation
Assistance Program to Loudouners,
which is the Commonwealth’s “subur-

ban” cost share program. It provides as-
sistance to install things like permeable
pavement, tree plantings, rain gardens,
and other conservation landscaping
that help improve our suburban envi-
ronment.

The boards role in these programs
is to review the applications that staff
puts together from residents and ap-
prove them for funding. Likewise,
we also have programs that our Dis-
trict does on our own that we approve
such as our “Mini-Grant” program for
Loudoun schools and teachers looking
to do conservation projects and activ-
ities with their students. We also sup-
port our staff’s fundraising rain barrel
workshops that both help homeowners
construct their own rain barrels, but
additionally raises funds for our educa-
tion programs. There is a septic rebate
program that is an important part of our
overall goal towards healthy water and
soil that we support, too.

I think it’s critical to continue having
someone directly involved in farming on
the LSWCD board since a good portion
of the financial and technical assistance
we provide to our community is direct-
ly related to agricultural conservation
projects on farms. Without that, we’d
really have a hole that wouldn’t serve
our citizens well, as we help Loudoun
and Virginia meet the requirements of
the Chesapeake Bay clean up through
our voluntary agricultural conservation
programs. That’s why I’d be honored
to once again be elected to serve on the
Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation
District board, and I ask for your vote on
Nov. 5.

FIND US ONLINE 24/7
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MICHELLE THOMAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

agement and program assistance provided by the Vir-
ginia State Soil and Water Conservation Board.

Role of Loudoun Soil & Water Conservation District
Director: Loudoun Soil & Water Conservation District

not: If elected to the Soil & Water Board, I will bring to

the table:

business owner,

» Technological driven innovative solutions as an
electrical engineer and 25 years of government
contracting experience as an IT solutions small

the county, in addition to providing assistance to

farmers and individual citizens, I will work closely

quality).

with the Towns & Municipalities to recognize and
address soil and water issues (i.e managing and
maintaining Town infrastructure to improve water

(LSWCD) Directors work directly with authorities from  « 5 years of historic proven preservation success 2. Expand Collaborative Business & Educational

federal, state, local and private sector groups to promote
conservation, preservation, best practices management,
and sustainability programs for all natural resources in
Loudoun County. LSWCD Directors also work to reduce
runoff, protect our streams and rivers and reduce pollu-  Greater transparency and diverse programs, com-

munity outreach, and equitable distribution of LS-
WCD Federal, State and Local funding assistance.

tion in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

LSWCD Directors touch almost every part of the com-
munity working to develop and implement education-
al, community outreach, technical expertise and grant
programs for Loudoun farmers, agribusinesses, equine
organizations & horse owners, landowners, teachers,

students and county residents.

What I bring to the table that other candidates might

nation.

with the Loudoun Freedom Center

» 4vyears of expert conservation experience as a
Loudoun County Heritage Commissioner

Making LSWCD more accessible and responsive to the
diverse needs of one the fastest growing counties in the

My Top 5 Priorities for Loudoun’s Soil & Water Board:
1. With a towns being the primary owner of the
roads, parking lots, sidewalks, and open fields in

Partnerships, Community based Educational Pro-
grams and Loudoun County Public Schools Con-
servation Programs

3. Diversity Outreach with a specific focus on un-
derrepresented communities (help save and
protect all Loudoun farms, agribusiness and pre-

serve Loudoun’s historic rural lands and sacred

grounds.)

4. Provide inclusive best practices management

solutions for climate change effects and the im-
pacts of Loudoun’s growing data center

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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Service SHOE REPAIRS
HORSE BLANKETS

EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

':; 25 Years of Award
Winning Dentistry.

Call us today: 540-338-0046

Book an appointment online:

kwww.roundhiIIsmiIedesign.com /

| I CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL
DRY CLEANING

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS - ALLKINDS
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540 338-3550 * MON-FRI 7-7,SAT 8-6 J
SHOP'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.
609-C EAST MAIN STREET,PURCELLVILLE

é PIANO LESSONS
[ ¥ children & adults
[

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice
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X Insurance’

Above all in SERVICE™

Auto * Home * Business ° Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130
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100's in stockl

AWork of Joshua’s Hands AAAAMAAAALAAL AAAALAL

COMEQULTWITHUS! ~ RE-LSVE IT
We make quilts to support
patients in Loudoun Hospital. A consiGnment ShoPPe
Our hour:llalre 1(|lAl\g-5PIV_I, Tues, Wf;daFri, & Sat HosE DECOR = (CLOTHING BOUTIGUE = AND MORE
l’.‘-|:|n11F'E|:ri . 1 78 1S F1stCheni L proohete, 4
571 144&&443 540.751.0707
201 N Maple Ave. Suite F Purcellville, Va. 20132 Email us at: reloveit@ool.com
wiww. Ineeheok, com SiabanShiicharm?ole ww. RE‘WEI T' cﬂ”

= il
b, Wl TS

Station Stitchers

ASPHALT SHINGLES, EFDM (RUBEBER ROOFING), DURADEK, SKYLIGHTS, SNOW GUARDS,

Proudly Serving All of Lowdoun County For Over 30 Years

www.LVRoofing.com
' 540.338.4400
WE WELCOME REPAIRS!

M 131318 HEATHER CAMPEELL Dwmer 37306 E. RICHARDSON LN, PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
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JOHN P. FLANNERY II, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

— assuring the quality of our water and
soil.

This is the reason I ran for this office
four years ago, and why I seek re-elec-
tion to continue another four years. I be-
lieve we have been making a difference
for the better. I want to continue in that
vein.

This job and the Board we serve im-
poses no regulations on any one. Par-
ticipation is voluntary. We serve farm-
ers and landowners by underwriting the
cost of keeping their streams and creeks
clean for the welfare of everyone. These

"]_

The Hohda S at _
rchard

Crooked Run

waters make their way to the Potomac
and Chesapeake Bay and, along the way,
folks in Loudoun and Fairfax Counties
drink that water.

The overall objectives of Soil and Wa-
ter are straightforward. First, we seek to
keep “nutrients” (waste) out of our wa-
ters. We underwrite the cost of fences to
keep our livestock out of our waters, and
subsidize troughs in the fields, and the
necessary power and water lines. Sec-
ond, we are similarly concerned to avoid
soil runoff and erosion. We preserve and
protect our top soil because its loss takes
a thousand years to replace. That’s why
we encourage buffers, cover crops, and

Cut Your Own
Colorado

Christmas
Decorations

Swags * Wreaths
Table Decorations
Special Orders

Nov. 23 - Dec. 24

9amto 5 pm

Blue Spruce

5 - 8 ft. tall $70

Saturdays & Sundays
Nov. 24 - Dec. 16

9amto 5 pm

FOR FARM UPDATES

all (540) 338-6642 or visit.

WW. Croo edRunOrchard.com

ACTross ron?flarrls"l“ eeter Shopping Center on
aln‘Street Purcellvﬂle right after the traffic circle *

tree plantings.

The funds come from federal, state
and local governments. I’'m proud to say
that our Board including this Director
approved $580,000 only a few weeks ago
to make these changes possible for farm-
ers and landowners in Loudoun County.

As a Director and the Board’s treasur-
er, I review those projects that we may
implement with our staff, review the
topography in technical review commit-
tee meetings and then we discuss them
before our Board and implement, revise,
grant or deny projects. I also serve as the
Board’s liaison to the Potomac Council
that considers how our individual dis-
tricts may learn from each other and co-
ordinate change across the region.

As for the merits of my re-election, the
most obvious consideration for any vot-
er considering whether to continue my
services, is that I have been doing it for
more than four years and that we have
had to deal with some complex decisions
about those projects that we may under-
write, attended frequent subject matter
training sessions and performed special
assignments as they have arisen.

The Board designated my service to

the Board as Treasurer and as the Board’s
liaison to the Potomac Council. I was as-
signed to investigate whether Loudoun
Water had compromised the water flow
in the historic Goose Creek that empties
into the Potomac River; Loudoun Water
corrected the problem.

I’'ve had this interest even as a kid
in the South Bronx, watching Saturday
morning television show, “The Morning
Farmer.” Many years later, I had a 70-
acre horse farm in Lincoln, and that fo-
cused my attention on issues involving
soil and water. Presently, my wife Holly
and I have a small farm outside Lovetts-
ville, and our largest contingent of live-
stock is our pig rescue.

While my education is in the science
and law, the most rewarding thing I do
is the time we spend on what for some
might be tedium to sort out how we can
help farmers and landowners preserve
and protect their soil and water.

I hope you’ll consider giving me a
chance to continue as a Director of the
Soil and Water Board. My passion for
the work is undiminished. Thanks for
reading this and, if you think I’'m worthy,
vote for my re-election on Nov. 5.

MARINA R. SCHUMACHER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

oh my, we do quite a bit.

Loudoun is one of the most diverse
counties I’ve experienced. We have the
Dulles area which is rich in businesses,
data centers, and the airport. We have
our small towns, that keep the culture
and history of Loudoun sacred and en-
joyable. We have suburban areas like
Ashburn, Brambleton, and Sterling,
where families raise their kids and enjoy
their connecting within their commu-
nities. We have western Loudoun, with
its many farms and local agriculture, in-
cluding the rise of ecotourism with our
breweries, distilleries, and award-win-
ning wineries. We are an amazing Coun-
ty, where one can enjoy so many differ-
ent lifestyles, and yet live harmoniously
together.

One item that will constantly tran-
scend our differences, is each one of us
can institute good conservation prac-
tices. The Soil and Water Conservation
District has numerous programs that
anyone has available to them, from the
family in suburbia that wants to install
a rain garden with their kids to teach
them native plants and importance of
water filtration, to aiding farmers in cov-
er crops to prepare the soil for the next
season.

Good conservation programs can be
tailored to keep everyone engaged in
conservation, in any unique lifestyle.
Here are things we do not do: We do not
create conservation policy or enact con-
servation laws. We do not fine people, or
change regulations. The state level VAS-
WCD [Virginia Association of Soil and

Water Conservation Districts] engages
our representatives and educates them
on what we do, and how necessary our
programs are. We do express our opin-
ions on budget, regulations, and policies
to state representatives, to help educate
the people voting on important issues.
We do constantly seek the support of
our representatives to continue our
practices. Our budget is a mix of farm
bill funding, state funding, and County
funding. We respond to DCR [Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation] as a “big brother” agent, to fulfill
the mission of instituting conservation
practices.

The role of director is one that requires
a diverse, but strong environmental
background. Directors have a large job
of ingesting all the incoming informa-
tion, from numerous different sources,
and providing directive. Regardless of it
being to guide the Board of Supervisors
on their votes, or to support our conser-
vationist in unique problems that arise,
including moving into the budget ap-
provals. A Director must be well versed
in the unique environmental situations
in Loudoun County. This is not an elect-
ed position that should be used as a
stepping stone into the political arena.
This is a position of complete servitude
to this great County.

Being born and raised in Florida, right
on the beaches of Indian Rocks, I had
quite a childhood exploring the out-
doors. From this grew a love for the envi-
ronment and the practical application of
science. I graduated from the University
of South Florida in 2002 with a Bache-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »




NOVEMBER 2019 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com 31

I have served as a trial attorney,
a Guardian Ad Litem and substitute judge.
I worked hard and was successful for my clients,

but I wasn’t able to fix the problems in our system.

It’s time to make changes.

PREVENTION ¢ PROTECTION ¢ PROSECUTION

I want to create a culture
of Safety and Justice.

Justice: Being a good prosecutor Cyber Crime: Iwill create a cyber- Prosecutorial accountability: I will
requires that justice come first. crime team that educates our create a system of data collection and
Conviction at all costs makes our community. My focus: protect the analysis reporting to the community on
communities less safe. I will change elderly, combat computer crimes, and who we are charging, what charges we
that culture by adding diversity of work with the Federal Government to are pursuing, what charges are being
experience to the office. reclaim your lost monies. dismissed, and what sentences are being
imposed.
Proactive Crime Reduction: I will work with community Gun Safety & Forensic Backlogs: I will work with
stakeholders to stop crime before it happens; engaging youth law enforcement to prosecute the reckless discharge of
in meaningful community programs, encouraging adults to be firearms. I will also reduce the forensic testing backlog
mentors, and empowering parents to identify risky behaviors. (DNA & drugs) now over 6 months statewide, bringing
I'will also focus on mental health and drug addiction services greater and more timely justice to victims.

as a way to reduce crime and recidivism.

“I am running to bring solutions to our community - we
need to prevent crimes, protect our community from
harm, and to prosecute wisely. I realized that the culture
in the office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney, which was
stale and fixated on convictions and incarceration, was
not going to change until we change the leadership.”

—Buta Biberaj

PREVENTION ¢ PROTECTION ¢ PROSECUTION

[ ]
a

BUTA .
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Paid for and authorized by friends of Buta Biberaj, LLC
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ZERELL JOHNSON-WELCH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

and is a true public servant.

I am the best candidate to meet the
unique needs of my Catoctin District
and the only candidate to be endorsed
by the Loudoun Education Association.
[ am a 12-year Catoctin resident. My
husband and I chose the Catoctin Dis-
trict for the good schools, the small-
town charm and the strong sense of
community. We raised three children
who graduated from Loudoun Coun-
ty Public Schools. My oldest daughter
is a recent engineering graduate from
Virginia Tech; my second daughter, a
graduate from The College of William
and Mary, is a second-year medical
student at the University of Virginia.
My son, the youngest, a computer sci-
ence graduate from UVA, is currently
employed as a software developer. I
come from a family where education
and hard work were expected and com-
munity service was practiced. Serving
is an opportunity to give back to my
community.

I believe that investing in our chil-
dren strengthens family values and
builds strong communities. This starts
from a belief that every identifiable
learner — All Students — deserve a
classroom experience where they feel
SAFE, WELCOMED, and INSPIRED to
dream big! I will fight to prioritize the

akefield

Open House =
Friday, November 8th '
'8:00am - |

physical and emotional safety of every
student; support budgets that address
the unique and diverse needs of our
learners; support the preservation and
modernization of our small schools,
and competitively compensate educa-
tors and support staff, while promot-
ing a philosophy that values parental
engagement.

For over a decade, I have consistent-
ly worked with various groups and or-
ganizations, within LCPS and outside,
that aim to support our students in
a meaningful and relatable way. I’'ve
worked with LCPS teachers, The Of-
fice of the Superintendent, Chief of
Staff and LCPS Cabinet and Directors
from the following departments: The
Department of Instruction, Human
Resources and Talent Development,
Department of Pupil Services, Depart-
ment of Support Services, Office of
Outreach, Gifted and Talented Educa-
tion, and the Loudoun Education Asso-
ciation as an Educator for the Day.

I served a two-year term as commit-
tee chair to the School Board’s adviso-
ry committee, focusing on discipline,
academic performance, and accommo-
dation issues. I provided feedback to
the individual School Board members
and staff on recruitment and retention
of highly qualified educators. I orga-
nized town hall meetings that effec-
tively brought together multiple edu-

K-,

FErd

10:00am

www.wakefieldschool.org

cational and community resources — to
address concerns about the safety of
our children. I started my educational
advocacy in 2009, and currently serve
on LCPS’ ad hoc Committee for Equity
and the Tuscarora High School’s Advi-
sory Council for School Counseling.

I am an attorney by training, and
have over 25 years of experience men-
toring young girls as a USAG Gymnas-
tics Coach. I served as executive direc-
tor of two non-profit organizations,
serving homeless children and U.S.
Veterans. My professional training in
advocacy and negotiation, on the lo-
cal, state, and federal level, as well as
my ability to navigate through legisla-
tion, and identify and resolve complex
issues, are essential for this position.
I am a quick learner, and I have good
analytical skills. I have assisted sever-
al boards in developing clear visions
and strategic goals for their organiza-
tions. I am an excellent communicator.
I have developed budgets, monitored
expenditures, and will make difficult
decisions that ultimately support a
more fiscally sound organization with
the option for future growth. I believe
in transparency and accountability. As
your Catoctin School Board Represen-
tative, I will be accessible and demon-
strate a willingness to communicate
directly to the community.

MICHELLE THOMAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

development on Loudoun’s soil &
water, natural resources and the
environment.

5. Small Businesses make a big
impact in our county. Develop
a “Farm Business Incubator” to
assist all farmers, agribusinesses
& landowners in using the power
of the web, farming best practices
and program assistance to grow,
thrive and successfully achieve
their business goals.

This year’s race for Loudoun’s Soil
& Water Conservation District Director
is a historic contest of epic proportions
with far reaching consequences for ev-
ery Loudoun citizen. The management
and sustainability of Loudoun’s most
precious natural resources is “the ONE
issue” on the ballot that voters can not
live without. Equal access to natural re-
sources is a basic human right of every
citizen. If elected on Nov. 5, I will be the
first African American to integrate this
important board, giving every Loudoun
citizen a voice at the table and provid-
ing access to rich soil & clean water to
all. Be the change we need in Loudoun,
vote Michelle C. Thomas for Soil &
Water Conservation District Director.
#SoilAndWater4All.

LOUDOUN SYMPHONY

DE. MAMCIA D' ALIMOBMTE

DIMECTOR

0 & G

(Swécz/g@ O le. 40. glﬂlﬂaﬁ/

November 9, 2019 - 8 p.m.
St. David’s Episcopal Church

43600 Russell Branch Parkway

Ashburn, VA

Tickets: $30 - adults; $25 - seniors;
free for children 12 and under.

www.loudounsymphony.org
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KENYA A. SAVAGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

encouraging, edifying, empowering,
and equipping our students to be the
best Loudoun graduates — who will ex-
cel at any college — or career endeavor
they pursue. Likewise, I will ensure our
teachers remain trained, appreciated,
valued, and compensated fairly for be-
ing the difference makers to our future
leaders.

I did not just decide to run for School
Board a few months ago. I am doing the
work now, I am in the trenches now, ad-
vocating for every child now, and I look
forward to continuing in these efforts as
the Loudoun County School Board’s At-
Large Representative.

During my multiple visits and conver-
sations with families across our County,
I understand and appreciate the phrase,
“Keeping the Rural Rural, But Our Children
Still Need Jobs!” 1 understand and appre-
ciate that our curriculum and instruction
must be extensible to support every stu-
dent uniquely. As parents and communi-
ty members, we make choices on where
we want to live, work, and play; however,
our schools must never limit the need to
equip and prepare our children to com-
pete at the highest levels for college or
career experiences based on what part
of the County students live in. Loudoun
County is where the best of two worlds
coexist. Half of our County is thriving as
the technology corridor, and the other
half continues to preserve our rich and
vibrant agricultural history from local
businesses and farms which contribute
to the County’s economic success.

As your At-Large Representative, I

will continue to ensure our District pol-
icies, opportunities, and tools that aid
in student learning are available equita-
bly across our County. The emphasis on
using technology is often met with an
inconstant ability to maintain internet
services for our families and students in
the west. That to me is a disproportion-
ate assignment. I will endeavor to coor-
dinate between the School Board and
my colleagues on the Board of Supervi-
sors to ensure their goals and priorities
understand the impact on our schools,
and work to drive more synergy amongst
our two boards to support our schools.

Our District must be accountable,
through policy development, instruc-
tion, and staff training, to develop stu-
dents to be creators of mastery beyond
the school buildings with real world ex-
amples.

Having opportunities to create learn-
ing labs in our schools (neighboring dis-
tricts have already started incorporating
this model) to stimulate real world proj-
ect-based learning is key to connecting
and relating a student’s imagination
beyond school building walls. This ap-
proach invites and allows children to
contribute and communicate what is
best for them and to become strong ad-
vocates in their learning - not as a collat-
eral, but in how curriculum and learning
is made available for him or her individ-
ually. Similarly, our School District must
continue to collaborate cooperatively
with local government offices to advo-
cate for high-speed internet services,
which make accessing these great LCPS
resources in our most rural parts of the
County achievable.

“JIMMY” SINGH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

with over 400 clients with the majori-
ty consisting of small business own-
ers. In my business, we have developed
close relationships with farmers, repair
shops, local governments and building
companies.

On the Soil and Water Conservation
District, landowners and farmers are
the clients and I look forward to using
my experience to serve them just as I've
served my clients in Manassas over the

years. As development continues push-
ing further into Loudoun County;, it has
begun to threaten western Loudoun. I
want to preserve the unique qualities
of western Loudoun and help landown-
ers conserve their natural resources so
they have the tools to manage the land
wisely. Loudoun has to be thoughtful
about our conservation practices for fu-
ture generations. I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve and I hope on Nov.
5, I will earn your vote as the SWCD Di-
rector.

MARINA R. SCHUMACHER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

lor’'s in Geography and Environmen-
tal Engineering. I have created a career
dedicated to supporting our intelligence
sector. Always having an interest and
passion for local politics,in 2015 I ran for
and won the Director of Soil and Water
Conservation District of Loudoun. This

afforded me the ability to stay involved
in environmental work and conservation
efforts, where my passion has always
been. Since the position is volunteer — in
spite of being an elected official — I know
that the valuable time I spend is creat-
ing a worthy impact on the people of
Loudoun. I hope to win your vote again,
Nov. 5.
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“The key to Successful Aging is to payas

little attention toit as possible”

- Judith Regan
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LANDSCAPING &
AND LAWN SERVICE, INC.

Days are getting shorter;
Nights are getting longer;
Temperatures are getting colder;
Prepare your landscape for the
cold winter months ahead.

Aesthetically pleasing

+ Helps insulate & protect
against adverse weather
conditions

¢ Promotes healthier spring
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Cut back perennials,
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¢ Prevents old growth from
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JOHN P. BEATTY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

I also make administrative decisions for
my department. Knowing how to stretch
a dollar further, and being able to make
the hard decisions on budget cuts are
skills that I would bring to the board. I
will make sure that the tax dollars we
all pay into Loudoun County schools are
prudently spent on our children’s educa-
tion, not wasted on extra overhead.

As a parent of an LCPS student myself,
I know that parents want School Board
members who will listen to their con-

cerns, communicate with them prompt-
ly, and can explain the reasoning behind
their tough decisions. I plan to proactive-
ly communicate with parents about the
board’s work by broadcasting upcoming
agenda items with corresponding links
to the relevant documents, so that there
can be more public involvement. It is es-
sential that the board try to stay trans-
parent about their policy making. This
helps prevent misunderstandings and
confusion about each board vote.

School Board members also need to
understand their electoral districts, and

the particular challenges each school
across the County faces. The problems
of the Catoctin District are different
than those of the eastern side of the
County; and I will work to represent
those on the board. Specifically, I want
to keep our small schools open, and pro-
vide them with the upgrades and repairs
they need. It’s more economical to up-
grade a historic building than to demol-
ish it and build a bigger school further
away. I would also address the transpor-
tation concerns that we face in Western
Loudoun, specifically, the long bus rides

for middle school and high school stu-
dents. There are also policy decisions
that are not unique to Catoctin, which
would be beneficial for all LCPS stu-
dents. For example, I support funding
the arts and humanities, because these
classes help us grow closer together and
develop a greater understanding of the
world around us..

If these values resonate with you,
please consider voting for me this No-
vember, so that I can represent you on
the Loudoun County School Board.

DENISE R. CORBO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

the current LCPS mentor program. In
2018, I was named the Loudoun Coun-
ty Washington Post Teacher of the Year.
Delegate David Reid presented me with
a House resolution highlighting my life-
long contributions to education. I will
bring a much-needed voice, the voice of
a teacher, to the School Board.

In 2014, I became the President and
Founder of StoryBook Treasures, a na-
tional literacy nonprofit reaching more
than 6,000 students across five states.
Our mission is to place books into the
hearts, hands, and homes of our nation’s
neediest children. With StoryBook Trea-
sures, I brought over $100,000 in grants
to Sugarland Elementary, where the lit-
eracy rate skyrocketed from 63 to 94 per-
cent.

Voting for me means voting for an ex-
perienced educator, an innovative busi-
nesswoman, and a strong advocate for
all children. Schools are the center of our
communities. They have a tremendous
impact on how we grow. I will meet the
needs of all students by beginning with
needs-assessment, and building rela-
tionships among the board, administra-
tors, educators, interest groups, and the
community. Both the east and west have
very unique needs. The schools in the
east and south are growing rapidly and
are overcrowded. The schools in the west
have an aging infrastructure that im-

pacts the safety and health of children.
As the At-Large School Board member, I
will meet the needs of the entire County
by proactively advocating for anticipat-
ed growth, building infrastructure, and
protecting our small schools and charter
schools as they provide family options.

My County initiatives include the fol-
lowing:

A Voice for All - Implement a simpli-
fied communication system allowing for
everyone’s voice to become part of the
School Board’s decision-making process.
How can our board make the best deci-
sions for our children, without allow-
ing for employee and community input
to drive them? If elected, I will create a
framework where the board actively so-
licits the input of all stakeholders. I have
already started the conversation with
board member Jeff Morse about launch-
ing this platform.

Action - Through the outreach com-
mittee, I will propose the creation of
a “LCPS Quick Link” button on school
webpages. This will allow all staff, par-
ents, and students a way to directly com-
municate with the School Board. The
database will stream-line the commu-
nication that is now delivered through
individual emails or public comment at
board meetings. This is a new commu-
nication tool for everyone to use and
access.

Technology - Technology is part of
everyday life and a vital skill to bring to

CLEARY

BUILDING CORP.

Contact us today for a
FREE consultation!

WARRENTON, VA
540-216-7695

_+«~WINTER BUILD SALE

Custom Designed & Built to Last!

BUILDING SPECIALS!

30’ x 40’ x 14’ « Starting at $15,374
36’ x 54’ x 15’ « Starting at $21,388

FEATURING:

[mowey FABRAL

Building pictured is not priced in ad. Crew travel
required over 50 miles. Local building code modi-
fications extra. Price subject to change without
notice.

800-373-5590 - ClearyBuilding.com

the workforce. LCPS needs to ensure that
teachers and students have technology
that works and meets their instruction-
al needs. We need to provide everyone
with appropriate technological tools and
training.

Action - With a $30 million line
item, we need to create a Technology
Ad-Hoc and/or standing committee
responsible for the oversight, policy, and
programming related to instructional
programs, tools, and overall impact on
student learning.

Equity and Diversity — Hire diverse
employees, require diversity training
that includes the implementation of a
culturally-responsive curriculum to cel-
ebrate differences, and provide opportu-

nities where all learners have equity and
access to all programs.

Action - Transition the Ad-Hoc
Committee on Equity to a standing
committee responsible for researching
current LCPS practices and policies
related to equity across the division.

Budget Evaluation - Budget analysis
to ensure programs have a positive im-
pact, and are data driven. Unnecessary
spending must be cut.

Action - Evaluate all instructional
programs and initiatives. Breakdown of
spending should be transparent from
each department. There should be a
needs-based assessment and research
submitted to the committees and board
prior to funding approval.

Heating - Cooling - Plumbing - And More!!
Now delivering the GREATER customer
experience! We W|I| "Wow" You!

This great family business
has taken customer service

to the next levelll
N

earn more by Followi
I_IV\E Flow on ?’lf‘aceglaoolg
Local - Family Owned - Guaranteed Satisfaction - Referrals
- Great Customer Service - A+ Rated with the BBB!
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JULIA L. “JULIE” SISSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

prioritize our classrooms, not more bu-
reaucracy.

To do that, I plan to delve into the de-
tails of our spending to determine our
true needs (zero-based budgeting) and
reduce waste. When we are spending
money on rapidly changing items like
technology, we need to weigh short-term
benefits against long-term costs and our
ability to maintain those items (e.g. pro-
methium boards).

In addition, I’ve spent more than 15
years volunteering in leadership posi-
tions in our schools, donating my time
in support of our students and staff. I've
served in nearly every capacity — from
kindergarten room mom to PTA Presi-
dent to Fine Arts advocate. In 2018,  was
honored as Volunteer of the Year.

I’'ve been inside classrooms of every
grade level, seen the positives and nega-
tives, and my efforts have had a tangible
impact on students and staff, including:

Established an annual school supply
drive so that all students start the year
ready to learn

Worked with administration to relo-
cate our playground to a safer location
on school property

Established an annual music scholar-
ship for graduating seniors

Instituted an annual audit of Music
Booster books to increase transparency

Alongside our large public schools, I
support and will advocate for our small
schools and our charter schools, as they
provide a more intimate learning envi-
ronment and are often the “heartbeat” of
their communities. In addition, I support
our home school community, and was the
only At-Large candidate to provide up-
dates on the Religious Exemption issue
addressed earlier this year.

Our schools in Blue Ridge are very di-
verse, and the east and west face different
issues. Families in the west often endure
long and sometimes unsafe bus rides and
unreliable (sometimes nonexistent) in-
ternet service. Families in the east face
overcrowding and the constant specter of
boundary changes. And then there are the
challenges that the weather can create.

It’s a balancing act, to be sure, but I
believe it is possible. There are few one-
size-fits-all solutions, and we must be
creative and flexible. Communication is
KEY. Since I announced my candidacy, I
have met with School Board Chairman
Jeff Morse, School Board Representative
Jill Turgeon, Supervisor Tony Buffington,
and many others to discuss the unique
challenges we face. I will work with my
fellow School Board members, alongside
LCPS administration, and where appro-
priate, our Supervisors and representa-
tives in Richmond, to make sure that our
children’s needs are being met.

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE -

NATURAL GAS - DIESEL

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powetrless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

nsco Technologles®

Quality Generators Since 1927

I believe School Board members should
provide local opportunities for input
from the people they represent, instead
of requiring citizens to come to them. I
will work with my fellow School Board
members to find ways to hear from res-
idents within the districts.

In addition, we need to make it easier
for our citizens to obtain information. I
want to establish a single tool that cu-
rates LCPS communications and pushes
that information out via all platforms.
This way, whether you prefer email or
social media or the app, you can find ev-
erything you need in one place (vs. the
current “hunt & peck” method many of
us now employ).

We also need to make sure our under-
lying methodologies are solid. For ex-
ample, earlier this year, LCPS contracted
with an outside statistical consultant to
audit their enrollment projection meth-
odology. The company made 16 recom-
mendations for improving the accuracy
of those calculations. This could have a
huge effect on predicting over-crowding
in eastern schools, along with assisting in
our planning for future construction.

We need an At-Large Representative
who will listen to all citizens. I entered
this race simply out of a desire to support
our children, and I look forward to serv-
ing you on the Loudoun County School
Board.

TOWER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

County staff, pushing for rapid ap-
proval of this project since a con-
stituent first asked for help in ex-
pediting progress well over three
years ago on Feb. 1, 2016. LaRock
said, “It was a pleasure to visit the
mountaintop site today [ Oct. 24]
to see work progressing.”

The original application to make
what should have been a routine
equipment upgrade was made in
September of 2017; final approval
for the tower came from Loudoun
County Aug. 14, 2018.

“My constituents have been
waiting for about 5 years for this,
and they’re anxious for the pos-
sibility of improved service and
more competitive prices in the
area served by this tower. People
in rural areas have a genuine need
for cell coverage and access to the
internet,” said Higgins. “Govern-
ment needs to facilitate moving
this project forward, not slowing it
down.”

Other entities renting space on
the new tower include Loudoun
County and a variety of cell phone
service providers.
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SEROTKIN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

to keep the schools open, but it’s an on-
going fight, and I continue to fight for our
small schools.

When I served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Aldie Heritage Association, I
worked collaboratively with County staff
to prevent a modern firehouse from en-
croaching on the historic look and feel of
the Town of Aldie. I also quintupled the
number of active paid members and mod-
ernized our membership system.

I have also served as an Odyssey of
the Mind coach, judge, and school coor-
dinator over the past six years, because
I'm passionate about great STEAM and
creative problem-solving programs. My
last year as a coach, my team of fourth
graders won our regional tournament and
qualified for the Virginia state champion-
ship, despite competing against kids a full
grade older than them.

All of those share a common theme:
service and getting things done. And I
have many things I want to get done on
the School Board.

My biggest priority is to make sure
we are doing an effective job of keep-
ing up with the tremendous growth that
Loudoun County has had, to eliminate
overcrowding in our schools, and to low-
er class sizes. The new schools that are
opening are opening full, because they’re
the schools we needed five years ago.

Some communities in Blue Ridge have
had to switch schools four times in the
past five years because of the constant
redistricting every time we open a new
school and shuffle kids around. I intend
to make sure that we’re getting ahead of
the growth curve, and that no children
and teachers are suffering in overcrowd-
ed classrooms while waiting for schools
to be built.

Educational research done over the last
30 years tells us that reducing class siz-
es, particularly at the elementary levels,
has a variety of long-term educational
benefits, such as increased student per-
formance, lowered rates of disciplinary
issues and suspensions, higher parent
engagement, and lower teacher attrition.
Some of our most crowded elementary
school classrooms have nearly double the
recommended students for the age level.
That is unacceptable.

My next priority is to make sure we’re
paying all LCPS employees a living wage.
I’ve met with around 20 Blue Ridge school
principals since I launched my campaign,
and most of them tell a similar tale — they
live here in Loudoun, but too many of the
teachers and staff that work for them live
in Clarke County, or Winchester, or West
Virginia because they can’t afford to live
here in Loudoun. If we want truly great
schools, then we need to attract and re-
tain truly great teachers by making LCPS
the best place to work in the region.
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SAM KROIZ, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

that somebody had to do something to
stop this project. And while he was busy
with his farm and family, Sam realized
that he needed to be that somebody. He
called multiple meetings in his fami-
ly’s barn and helped to form a group of
passionate community members that
assembled expert information, worked
tirelessly with County leaders and staff,
debunked the project proposal, and
eventually won the fight against the
project.

Samwill be the first one to tell you that
our fight against that data center was a
group effort, but many of my neighbors
and I would have never gotten involved,
nor had even known about it in the first
place if it had not been for Sam and his
timely leadership. Since then, from the
approval of the True North Data Center
and the decision to relocate the rural/
transition boundary, to various other

r-n
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}M Srerseral SHone
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poor decisions by the Board of Supervi-
sors, it has become clear that the pub-
lic interest is being ignored; and Sam’s
leadership is much needed in the Cato-
ctin District and Loudoun as a whole.
Whether it’s land-use policies, bud-
gets, transportation, schools, or all the
other issues that affect us as residents
of this wonderful County, the solution
is bringing the community together to
find common-sense solutions.

All the candidates talk the talk about
not playing party politics, but Sam has
walked the walk and is doing it now
with his independent campaign. We
need Sam on the Board of Supervisors
to protect our quality of life and pre-
cious natural resources from the greed
of developers and the politicians - from
both parties - who too often serve spe-
cial interests over ours. Please join me
on Nov. 5 and vote for Sam!

Julie Paul
Lovettsville

HALL FUNERAL HOME
OF PURCELLVILLE

Serving the Community Since 1895

“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

= Pre Amangenents * Monuments = Military Funeral Services, For Bath
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BUTA BIBERAJ, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

being treated for actions taken, due to
their drug addictions or mental health
impairments.

As an attorney, I assisted victims with
convincing Child Protective Services,
the Sheriff’s Office, and the prosecu-
tors to file charges and prosecute cases
previously ignored or declined. I repre-
sented clients and worked diligently to
ensure that they were not treated dis-
parately by the system. I assisted young
adults with presenting their best cases
to prevent convictions. I worked with
families to get their kids programs and
services, so that they had treatment
that was not otherwise provided by the
courts. I represented clients and got
them protective orders, so that they felt
safe at home. I helped kids get back in
school after they were wrongfully ex-
pelled. I constantly worked on provid-
ing long-term solutions to increase the
chances that my clients did not recycle
through the criminal justice system.

As a community investor, I main-
tained my law practice in Leesburg since
1993. I worked with the Loudoun Coun-
ty Public Schools in multiple programs
aimed at mentoring at-risk students,
e.g., The Street Law Program, Colors of
Justice, and the Leadership in the Law
Programs.

As a community leader, I held numer-

ous positions of responsibility and trust:
I was the President of the Loudoun
County Bar; Bench Bar Member of the
General District, Juvenile, and Circuit
Courts; member of the ad hoc commit-
tee entrusted to find solutions for the
over-detention of minority children in
the juvenile courts; member of the Best
Practices Court for Loudoun County, en-
trusted to find solutions on keeping our
kids safe, secure, and stable as they nav-
igated the foster care system.

Upon assuming the position of the
Commonwealth’s Attorney, I would im-
mediately establish a policy and process
of accountability. I would adopt the
means and methods to collect, analyze,
and incorporate data that would then be
used to create policy for the office. The
data would be used to report to the com-
munity on how we are effectively pros-
ecuting cases; how we are investing our
resources — human and financial; how
we are focusing on serious violent cases;
what type of cases are being most con-
sistently prosecuted; report to the com-
munity the equity and equality of the
prosecutions; and, how we respond to
community needs. Currently, there is no
process by which the prosecutors report
to the community. ,I will create a com-
munity advisory board so that we are
aware of the community’s concerns, and
that we are responsive to their needs.
We will share the data with the State

Purcellville
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Memberships $30/year
9-5 weekdays except
Tuesdays 9-8

Carver Center 571-258-3400
200 Willie Palmer Way
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Department of Justice, the Board of Su-
pervisors, law enforcement, the schools,
and social services to determine where
we, as a county, can invest in services
so that we prevent crime and protect
the community, by creating synergy of
services for victims, so that they have
access before, during, and after the trial
process; and, prosecute cases appropri-
ately - incarcerating those individuals
who are unsafe remaining in our com-
munity, and redirecting non-violent
and low-offense cases away from incar- Loudoun Cou I']ty

ceration, so that they can contribute to .See Page 29 S
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our economy. I would ensure that we 0

are focused on safety and justice. C\_//
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NORMANDY TO VIRGINIA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

That first tour went through the Mid-
dleburg, Unison, and Airmont areas.
And, each time the vets got together on
Veterans Day and Memorial Day they’d
start planning the next one.

It was finally decided to hold the event
twice a year.

Anyone with a vet in their family can
imagine the emotions that attend events
like this.

“There’s a photo of the group on the
first tour in front of the old church in
Upperville that could appear to a be
photo taken in front of a church in Nor-
mandy, France in the early 1940’s,” said
Phillips.

And, referring to this year’s tour Phil-
lips said, “The vehicles maintained a
slow pace mostly on the narrow gravel
roads. Some of the veterans mentioned
after that tour that they never traveled
across the back roads that were taken ...
and they were unaware of so many of
the beautiful settings that this County is

-

blessed with.”

Seven veterans in four vehicles partic-
ipated in this year’s tour, which featured
two WWII military vehicles, and two
Korean War military vehicles. Many of
the same veterans will be at the Dodo-
na Manor Veterans Day event with their
vehicles.

Said Phillips, “The group includes a
lot of veterans. None of us served in the
same unit, or even at the same time pe-
riod.”

But, clearly, the veterans participating
in the effort have ties that bind, wheth-
er it is lending an ear or sharing stories
about how to maintain that old, ever-de-
pendable set of wheels.

Phillips, who now lives in Hamilton
and was stationed at Fort Carson, Colo-
rado in the 1970s concluded by saying,
“The tour is a great way to get our local
vets together. The comradery is won-
derful.”

For more information on the effort,
contact Lee Phillips at leehvfd@aol.
com.

The veterans used vintage military vehicles for their tour and enjoyed a lunch stop in Lovettsville.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

elders, whom I guess might remind you
of the Amish. They parlayed for the
morning and then the team left.

“A few months later, a big fence was
put up around the village. You know, not
right next to it, but like an outer perime-
ter. There’s a main gate manned by men
wearing ‘Fish & Wildlife’ uniforms but
carrying side arms. Outsiders are not al-
lowed in.”

Byne chimed in, “That sounds a bit
heavy-handed.”

“Well, they still don’t know what device
generates the pulses back to Aldebaran,
or what they mean. Now, there are gov-
ernment installations — mostly monitor-
ing stations — all over the area, but it’s still
a big mystery. The villagers can come and
go as they wish, but there’s only one day a

year, or every two years, when all the vil-
lage’s adults come out together.”

“Why do they do that?”

“To vote. It seems to be a duty.”

Hordes of people from all over are
eager to move here. Their arrival would
irreparably change western Loudoun,
so each of us must vote November 5th.
If fictional alien villagers vote religious-
ly, we can too. If you’re unsure which
Supervisor candidates deserve election
or re-election, shoot me an email at
CharlesHouston3@yahoo.com, and I’ll
give you some ideas.

Charles Houston developed office build-
ings in Atlanta, and has lived in Paeonian
Springs for 20 years. Mr. Houston takes
occasional flights of fancy and hopes they
intrigue or amuse you.
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TONY BUFFINGTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

implemented in the next Board.

Tony has been and continues to be
a true champion for us in Middleburg.
This was evident during the Envision
Loudoun process, where Middleburg
and many of the other towns we left out
of the process. When this was brought
to him by the Mayors, Tony took action

and, working with other Supervisors
and the County staff, ensured our con-
cerns and changes we taken and put
into the plan. We are deeply indebted
to Tony for his support and I want to
thank him for his commitment to our
community.
Bridge Littleton
Mayor, Middleburg

RAM VENKATACHALAM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Sheriff’s Office. We should be protecting
all our schools — not just some of them
- in case of an emergency, as well as to
promote positive relationships between
our children and trusted adults. My op-
ponent does not support the basis of
Loudoun’s nationally recognized SRO
program, nor proposals for strengthen-
ing it.

We can do more to keep our children
safe on buses too, including cameras to
apprehend drivers who don’t stop when
children are getting on and off. This
happens far too often and without con-
sequences.

Safety also includes the emotional
health of our children while at school,
and I will support the strengthening of
programs that build self-esteem and re-
siliency through peer-to-peer and peer-
to-adult networks.

Another top priority is to offer our
children a world-class, well-rounded
education, with the recognition that
one size does not fit all. Some students
flourish in large, diverse schools, and
others in small, rural schools. Still oth-
ers thrive at charter schools or in a home
school environment. LCPS must respect
all these choices, and I certainly will.

I will be a champion for the preser-
vation of our small, rural schools in
western Loudoun, as well as for better
planning to minimize overcrowding and
boundary changes in the east.

I will also put a high priority on at-
tracting and retaining the best teachers
and staff available. Loudoun should not
be playing catch up with the rest of the
region, when it comes to teacher pay and
benefits at every level of their career. We
should be the magnet where outstanding
teachers want to work and stay.

I am also concerned about fiscal re-

sponsibility.

In 2012, the Loudoun County Govern-
ment Reform Commission was directed
by the Board of Supervisors — with sup-
port from the School Board - to make
the consolidation of certain LCPS and
general government services and pro-
grams a priority. They tried, but thanks
to LCPS administration, this effort was
stonewalled.

LCPS continues to grow its central
administrative overhead at a far greater
rate than student enrollment and teach-
er pay. That’s a misdirected priority that
must be changed.

It is time to look again at how LCPS
can operate more efficiently, to deliv-
er high quality services in a way that
directs more school-related monies to
students and classrooms -- not over-
head. Loudoun County School Board
needs to be operating efficiently from its
meetings to committee meetings; these
need to be looked at as well.

There should be a qualitative review,
too. For example, a case can be made
that County government and the school
system ought to examine the process,
coordination, and oversight — or lack
thereof — for selecting books and collat-
eral materials for children and youth in
both our public and school libraries.

This is an open seat; and the current
representative from Blue Ridge District,
Jill Turgeon, has endorsed me, as have
Sheriff Mike Chapman and Treasurer
Roger Zurn, among others.

While I value these endorsements, this
election is not about partisan politics, but
about who is best prepared to represent
the interests of the County’s students,
parents, teachers, and taxpayers.

I am that candidate in the Blue Ridge
District, and I humbly ask for your vote
on Nov. 5.

TAINTED MONEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

alleged role in helping to fuel the ep-
idemic...” admitted its role and paid
$85 million to compensate for the
damage. Another problematic drug
company is Allergan. According to the
Wall Street Journal headline, “Allergan
to Pay $5 Million to Settle Ohio Opioid
Suit.” This year, Mavis Taintor declared
owning $116,000 worth of stock in Al-
lergan and Teva Pharmaceuticals.
Taintor’s stock choices make it abun-
dantly clear her goal is to generate the
highest possible investment returns,

while ignoring the consequences of in-
vesting in companies that profit from
death and destruction. As we approach
Election Day, Mavis Taintor is ask-
ing us to trust her to champion good
health, fight the opioid crisis, and save
the environment. I hope others will
agree, Mavis Taintor’s informed de-
cisions to profit from companies who
specialize in harmful products, fuel the
opioid crisis, and pollute the planet
makes her unfit to lead.
Greg Valker
Bluemont

TOWN OF HILLSBORO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

For the last 15 years and over 50
public hearings, information sessions
and presentations our mayor has been
presenting the road project, advocating
to bring traffic calming and pedestri-
an safety, congestion mitigation, safe
drinking water, storm water manage-
ment and a municipal sewer system
to our historic Town. Traffic calming,
so our children could cross the street
— our Main Street — without risking
their lives as motorists speed in our
Town; potable water to our citizens and
businesses, so we can drink our water
without having to boil it first; integrat-
ing a storm water management plan,
so Rt. 9 does not have water on the
road coming down the mountain side
and eroding the road and our property
foundations; and he has led the effort
to install the first phase of wastewater,
so our residents and businesses could
see a future without pump and haul.

The Town of Hillsboro could have
undertaken these four separate proj-
ects ripping up Rt. 9 within our Town
boundary four separate times. But we
are good neighbors, and that doesn’t
sit well with us. By integrating all of
these infrastructure projects into one
12 to 14 month project, with a limited
full road closure of not more than a to-
tal of 60 days, we can bring the project

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed adult day centers provide:
* A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
* Respite for caregivers needing support & free time

* Reasonable sliding scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

on line safely with the highest quality
of end product while we save all of us
as taxpayers millions of dollars and we
reduce the burden of road construction
on the Rt. 9 corridor that could - if we
did all of these separately - take 5 to 8
years!

We recognize that any road construc-
tion project has challenges, and we in
Town will feel the direct construction
burden every day for about a year. We
appreciate that our regional business-
es will also have to work with us to
encourage the message that the Rt
9 businesses in Town and outside of
Town are “Open for Business,” know-
ing we might, for a short time, have to
use a local or regional detour. We will
be done in a year - just in time for other
transportation projects in the region to
come on line - relying on our project to
be completed first.We are excited that
the Historic Town of Hillsboro will be
preserved and revitalized, and we know
this will be an asset to Loudoun and
will complement the wonderful agri-
tourism businesses in our region.

Thank you, Mayor Vance, for your
tireless work!

Vice Mayor Amy Marasco

and Councilmembers:

Stephen Moskal, Laney Oxman
Bill Johnston and Claudia Forbes

Purcellville
co-located w/ Carver Center
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Ashburn

off Loudoun County Pkwy
45140 Bles Park Drive

571-258-3232

Leesburg
near Leesburg Airport
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services
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BOS CHAIR DEBATE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

family,” he said.

He also told the story of how he and his
family started out living in an affordable
dwelling unit in Sterling Park, and how
that helped his family “pay off student
loans, move up in the world, and start a
business.” With respect to policy, Whit-
beck focused on fighting against increas-
ing tolls and traffic, for cutting taxes,
expanding mental health services, and,
perhaps most importantly, looking to
develop a housing plan for Loudoun that
will provide housing from “entry level to
retirement.”

Randall started by thanking COLT and
emphasizing how helpful they were is de-
veloping the newly passed Comprehen-
sive Plan.

She also emphasized her role as a men-
tal health professional, and highlighted
her history of community service. “I have
spent my entire life helping others,” she
said.

As the incumbent, Randall also took ad-
vantage of the specific accomplishments
of her administration and the County’s
strong economic numbers — including
four-day kindergarten for all, increased
salaries for teachers, firefighters, and first
responders, 17,000 new jobs, “one-half
billion dollars” in infrastructure invest-
ments, more money for “unmet housing
needs,” and the creation of a drug court

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

he wishes would just back off. If you con-
tinue to have concerns, after talking with
him, I recommend that you schedule a
consultation with a psychologist that
works with adolescents.

Lastly, you might also want to discuss
your son’s social media activity, and let
him know that public postings don’t al-
ways go away on the Internet. Future em-
ployers, and others, could gain access to
your son’s social media information even
years from now, and postings involving
marijuana and alcohol could negatively
impact his reputation.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. is a clinical
psychologist in private practice. He has
been featured on CNN, Good Morning
America and several other outlets. He can
be reached at 703-723-2999, and is lo-
cated at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240,
Ashburn.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s
and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing
Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status
and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for
real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an
equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia's
Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint,
J call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530;
tol-free 8885513247, for the hearing impaired:
804.5274290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov;

web: wwwifairhousingvipnet.org.

and mental health court.

As the independent outsider, Ohneiser
went right after both opponents, saying
that he has “the time and lack of conflicts
to be Chair ...” As a retired attorney, he
said he is ready to take his years of busi-
ness, volunteer, and community experi-
ence - including his time on the Loudoun
County School Board - and apply it as
BOS Chair. “I believe in action, not words
... [the] land-mogul donors rule the day
and night.”

Comp Plan controversy

Each candidate was asked to say what
they saw as the “best and worst” of the
new Comp Plan.

Ohneiser tackled this question first and
pulled no punches, saying that as BOS
Chair he would “Set the agenda to put
the Comprehensive Plan back up for re-
view in January.” He noted the plan adds
11,500 more housing units to the Coun-
ty, and will drive up the tax rate, and is
a “Developer give-away ... insulting to a
community with educated people ...We
should be reducing the number of ap-
provals, removing them as threats to the
rural west.”

Randall vigorously defended her ac-
tions on the Comp Plan, pointing to the
fact that the County’s population had
grown from 167,000 to 420,000, since the
plan had last been reviewed. Because of
that, “You had uncontrolled growth and
encroachment in the places you should
not have encroachment ... overcrowded
schools and no County-wide transporta-
tion plan.”

With respect to the best parts of the
plan, she identified the Urban Policy Area
and the ability to pack more housing in
there. “By putting them there, we won’t
be putting them ... in the Rural Policy
Area ... So proud of the Comprehensive
Plan ... which was an 8-1 vote...”

Whitbeck took the issue of the good
and bad of the Comp Plan right back to
Randall, saying “Ladies and gentlemen,
the issue of development in this cam-
paign has become about trust. I've lived
in Loudoun County 20 years. In that time
... We have been promised by the Chair
of the Board to ‘hold the line on the Ru-
ral Policy Area’ ... For the first time in
20 vyears ... that promise was broken.”
Whitbeck also said, “I would have gone a
lot further on a Transfer of Development
Rights Program.”

How would you amend the Comp Plan?

Candidates were asked whether they
would offer any amendments to the
Comp Plan in their first 90 days in office.

Randall said, “Zoning does not belong
in a land use document.” Then, address-
ing Whitbeck’s comments that the rural
west was not being protected, Randall
noted that “He is incorrect ... there was
never any protective language [for the ru-
ral west] ... I actually made a motion and

put protective language for the first time
into the Comp Plan.”

Whitbeck shot back at Randall, saying
that her language had “No legal effect ...
When we go to the polls and we choose
our leaders, we are asked to put our trust
in them. And, one of the things we are go-
ing to be asked to do in the next Board is
deal with the Transition Policy Area.”

Whitbeck went on to say that “Putting
in a classification that was a ... hybrid be-
tween the Suburban Policy Area and the
Rural Policy Area ... which candidate on
this stage can your trust to keep their
word, when it’s already been broken?”

Ohneiser was equally blunt. “The Com-
prehensive Plan should not have been
a method of increasing the number of
homes, housing units, for the developers.
It should be a chance to look at what are
the problems of the County, and how do
we go into solutions for those problems?
You don’t do things that raise your taxes
when you’re 33 percent higher than the
rest of the state... [ would amend it in the
sense of taking away previously approved
housing units.”

How do you see the TPA

Later in the debate, each candidate was
asked about how they saw the Transition
Policy Area.

Ohneiser described it as a buffer be-
tween “an extremely developed area and
an area that doesn’t want to be devel-
oped.

“The bottom line is ... When you have
45,000 pent up construction projects ...
they can’t build the west anyway, they are
busy building in the east ... so, the transi-
tion area is basically an outlet.”

He continued by saying that building
interests “fully intend to develop all the
way to West Virginia ... no matter what
B.S. you’re being told ... They are coming
for the west.”

Randall described the TPA as a “spatial
zone”, and reinforced her votes against
the True North Data Center.

Whitbeck, consistent in his attacks
on Randall for her vote to move a one-
square mile of RPA into the TPA, repeat-
ed his “promises broken” argument, and
also repeated his argument in favor of a
Transfer of Development Rights program
as a way to protect the RPA.

How many data centers

The question of how many data centers
Loudoun County might absorb was a hot
topic.

Randall emphasized the enormous
amount of revenue the industry provides
to County coffers — some $300 million
annually. She also, however, supported
“diversification” of the tax base.

Whitbeck said, “data centers are here
to stay,” and voiced his agreement with
Randall, pivoting, at the same time, to
his Western Loudoun Telecommunica-
tions Initiative, and how the industry

might help bring broadband to western
Loudoun County.

Ohneiser called these “bait and switch
concepts... justification to have data cen-
ters going down Rt. 7.” We can’t let high-
tech companies “walk all over us.”

The Leesburg JLMA decision

Randall’s work with the Town of Lees-
burg came up when she was asked about
her vote to first “abstain” on the BOS vote
to make Loudoun Water to be the pre-
ferred provider in any new development
that might go into the Leesburg Joint
Land Management Area.

Here, Randall explained her vote as a
procedural issue, abstaining, she said, to
try to hold her Republican colleagues on
the Board off, while she tried to contact
Leesburg Mayor Kelly Burk.

Randall directly challenged Mayor
Burk, a moderator for the debate here, in-
dicating that Leesburg did not have “the
staff” to handle the issue.

In the end, said Randall, “My Republi-
can colleagues voted how they voted.”

Whitbeck said that while he did not dis-
agree with vote, he saw this as a failure of
leadership from Randall.

Ohneiser said he saw this in a more fun-
damental light. “It’s a follow-the-money
issue,” He said. “Loudoun Water is a tool
of the developers, and to give them first
right of refusal is an insult to the Town.”

Big decisions for voters Nov. 5

With respect to style, Randall also said
in the debates, “I collaborate ... 'm not a
dictator.” And, referring to her Leesburg
JLMA vote, “I'm there to represent the
people, and I did that with that vote.”

Ohneiser, who has been criticized for
his freestyle campaign said, “I’'m not try-
ing to get an A-plus in campaigning. I am
a retired attorney that has no conflicts.
I'm completely capable.” Ohneiser has
also said, “I don’t want to ask a developer
for money. My two opponents have a mil-
lion dollars between them ... where did
that come from? Pay to play? — not me.”

Whitbeck has staked his claim on the
relationship between citizens and their
government.

Regarding the Purchase of Develop-
ment Rights, Whitbeck said, “Govern-
ment takes taxpayers dollars from all
over Loudoun County and buys land ...
[I would have a hard time explaining to
residents of] Sterling Park or Ashburn or
Algonkian, or some of the areas that have
been left behind ... that your tax dollars
are going to be used for open space ...”
and not, he noted, for safe schools, for
roads, and for making sure “your sheriff’s
office is going to be fully funded.”
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MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

After the conclusion of the ceremony,
people could choosewhere to sit at the
reception. (No assigned table arrange-
ments.) Board games sat on each table,
with delicious catered barbecue - the best
food I've ever tasted at a wedding. There
was dancing and laughter. It was by far the
best wedding I've ever attended.

I wonder if the love between the bride

and groom was displayed more prominent-
ly exactly because of the traditions they
chose not to incorporate. I wonder if with-
out the presence of a DJ, formal attire, and
a fancy venue, that those in attendance had
the opportunity to see and experience the
couple more clearly. It was as if there was
less noise that the bride and groom had to
break through to be seen by their guests.
I’'m not saying that we should do away

with weddings; nor is my intent to criticize
the choices people make when planning
their special day. I just wonder if there is
a way to preserve the uniqueness of each
couple, rather than applying a standard
template for nearly everyone to follow.
Is there a happy medium between pre-
serving past traditions, while finding new
and creative ways to celebrate a union
between two people? Perhaps the key is

to find what works best for you, while ac-
knowledging that what might work for one
couple may not work for another. After all,
it’s hard enough to find someone to love;
shouldn’t all be able to celebrate how they
want, regardless of what others think?

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance writer.
To read more of his work, visit www.holdin-
gontohopetoday.com.

SHOP AND SUPPORT/LYCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS
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KELLERWILLIAMS. [

107 East Main Street Suite 1A
Purcellville Via 20132

See our ad on
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Market..
with Sam & Ray Rees
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linda.culbert@longandfoster.com

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR"
Associate Broker
ABR
100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B
Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620
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LindaCulbert.com

E'S

LONG &
€FOSTER

REALTORS' & m ﬁ

MARY WISKER
REALTOR”, ABR/SFR
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DC
508 E. Market St.
Leesburg VA 20176

Cell: 703-577-6015
Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com
LONG &
€FOSTER

REALTORS &
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il 703-615-1493
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1602 Village Marl

kathyhesslerhomes(@gmail.com
i) 703-378-8810

kel Blvd SE,
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 201758

Joel Welter
Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

@)

Custom Painters, LLC

¢ Interior/Exterior

& Residential

¢ Commercial

¢ Pressure Washing
¢ Carpentry Repairs

CENTURY 21

Merw Milanminrm

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile
703-858-2770 office
Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

)iz ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland

¢ Drywall Repairs

BBB www.custompainters.biz Mol LemsclonsmFlrsrrmsi grrmill oo
A J joel@custompainters.biz | | MyLoudounHomes.com
RATING KT Sebaan Fipond. Wplerford, VA 2615
G'E Licensed ¢ Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates K . Klug Screm. Lomiarg. VA 300 T8

'@ REANB premier fﬁa_

Sharon Buchanan L

Associate Broker 4
HEGALTRARL AHK U O UL i =
1 FEMAY Indraiusl Sales, SNLE I:i:l E

o = Yowrs of Professsons] Servioe

o TORLTET.11TE o 571.210.7355

Home Improvement from A-Z

Working Locally for over 15 years

B Flooring B Fencing
B Masonry

H Tile
B Carpentry

Call Rudy: 540-550-4324 or

AN

The Western Loudoun Handyman

WKLY

And much more

.. €mail WesternLoudounHandyman@gmail.com

STONE HOUSE FLOORS

Home of the Shenandoah Craftsman
540-465-8055

28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA 22657
StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com

REMEX

Premier “Our Team Assuras

Your Success”

SHERRY 4.

540-338-83000 703-771-1110
www. ahernywilson.com

WILSON TEAM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

CARPET - VINYL - HARDWOOD - WATERPROOF FLOORING
CERAMIC TILE - LAMINATE FLOORING

StoneHouseFloorsVa.com

AMERICANE

(U ARITY =TEE i
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Kim Hurst
703-932-9651
YourCountryHome.net

Atoka Properties/Middleburg R.E.
Licensed in Virginia ¢ 540-687-6321

SERVING WESTERN COUNTIES SINCE 2003

AQS CONTRACTING

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

2

QE’}
LOCAL

Support Our Local Businesses

= See page 29
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ROOFING, SIDING,

WINDOWS, GUTTERS
VY XN

New Roofs/
Roof Repair

Hudson Roofing siding Repairs/
eplacemen
Company P
. , Skylight Repairs/
We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship Replacement
FREE ESTIMATES Flat Roofs
703-615-8727
HudsonRoofingCO@aol.com Cedar Shakes
+ No Job Too Small Wood Trim
+ Owner Supervised Replacement

+ Emergency 24 Hour Repairs . .
gency P Flashing Repairs
Over 30 years experience with more than

12,750 satisfied customers Storm Damage

VA Class A License 2705-028844A Claims

0] OCHOAS »

»«f FLOORING .

Carpet Installation - Floor Installati on - Carpet Cleaning
Hardwood Re-Finishing - Laminate Installation

FREE ESTIMATES! 4!‘

703-597-6163
&

AngelOchoall03@yahoo.com

Find us on Facebook !
www.facebook.com/OchoasPainting

Complete Remodeling - Home Improvement

Interior & Exterior Painting + Flooring & Carpet + Carpentry
Bathroom Remodeling + Granite Counter Tops & Installation
Deck Maintenance + Roofing Replacement and Repair
Plumbing « House Cleaning Services

Paint & Stain LLC

www.paintandstains.com
% a

Licensed, Bonded and Insured Since 1997

815 Grant St., Herndon, VA 20170
PaintAndStain6 1 @yahoo.com
Tel: 202 910-6083

Cell: 571-243-9417

wan 2
e

Juvenal Orozco

Kitchen ared flath Aomededing « Deck Maintsnancs
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
e 540.683.0470 ...

prmass. yourhandymanservice 18 gmall.com & ssuesn

= RAVEN'S REVENGE inc.
; " Nevermore...

Mariena E. Bremsath
Round Hill, VA
(540) 338-8403

: Y RRnevermore@aol.com

{id Fashioned Homemade Jams, Jalies, Preserves,
Chistnenrs, Artisan Breads, Gt Baskets, Canning Instruction

North’s Cugto;ﬁ Mﬁs’onfy

““Fire P.it_"s-_,‘ Fireplaces, @ L'~ .
= Chimneys, Columns| /&

1I?etainin

t M gand

. S wsDecorative Walls, =
= ~-Stonework

Repointing Brick

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured - Angie’s List Member — Member BBB

B.R.MIDDLETON

| | | |CONCRETE
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & bus[ﬁogs
Blade Sharpcning & Maintenance
oil C]ﬁanges | Greasing | RePairs

Sharl:) Blades

1
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

25 Tears of Expariente
Licermsed Sesured
FREE ESTIMATES

valanche Excavaling
Expenence the Differenca

Iaravel Lyrermpy Matrtenandy

=
o s

Mark Malsa
{54} 751

Loy [ aim Nt Cacaatng
i | Shane, Millings, Ml

www.avalancheexcavating.com

avalancheexcavatinglic@gmail.com

Senving Puncelhville, Round K, Leesberg & Middiebarg

Brifes - Erosis trsl - Hia

Flynn's Lawn Maintenance

General Yard Cheani-up, Mowing.
Mulching, Wendeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and mare

Brit Fiynn, O [ F03)-T2 79826

Liarded B Iaduned fyrnilawnmaintenance @ gmeiloom

Drainage
Solutions

Patios & ‘
Walkways

Retaining ‘
Walls

Bobcat ‘
Services

Call or text Chris: 540-664-2340
Serving Northern VA for over 30 years!
Licensed - Insured - References

Grading
and more!

Tree Experts For.Over;30iYears
Family Owned 2 Operated

940-933-8092
L A b A A A A L ]

Call Brian Today!

A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE COMPAR
fraciog - Mazsgery - Pabios - Rotaining / Rons Walks - Lot Cleaning - n

Luckerrs EXCAVATING, INC.
703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs
Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Refaining Walls

Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

www.luckettsexcavaling.com

Loudoun Garage Door, Ine.

TO3-3IZT-I058 | TOI-TTr1-1585

S horwioom

13 Catoctin Circle SE
Leasburg Va. 20175

wnw loudoungaragedoor.com
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BALCH'S

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Servicing Loudoun County since 1995

701A W. Main Street, Purcellville, VA - 540-338-7447
www.balchstransmissionservice.com

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

571.321.6414 | www.SOLAR-NOVA.com

LULU'S CLEANING SER WSE

ALWAYS SAME TEAM™

4> MOVING INOUT- WINDOWS
A - OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE .

?- QUALITY CLEANING. FAMILY QWNER & DPERATE | :h‘: g

i

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL..... T03-6T5-51514 I
CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING.... T03-6T5-5152
(ESETY AT SERNACES & RECHWE AN EXCELLENT RATEY E’ 2
LICEMEED, INSURANCE & BOMDED %m-‘;'

"|.l|-_\-\.

L

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

7y SPECIAL
CLEANING
y»  SERVICE

f Kby = Biewenelchy » Monthdy or st Cme Time!
f‘]‘f F"'\-n“ﬂ'l_"'-\- « GREAT F!]‘-l‘ ERENCESR!

l Call Maria Today!
& 103.477.1228

CallMaorisTodapifgmall. com

Asphalt Driveway
Maintenance

= Bast Asphalt Crack Filling = Patchwork
= Best Dil-Based Heated Sealcoating

= Dffaring Brand New Asphalt Driveways
= 2" Dverlays/Resurfacing

DOuality Work is Mol Cheap.
Cheap Prices Are Mot Ouality.
We Want to Keap You Happy.

P'-IIJI JﬂﬂBS El'ld Eﬂl'l
1.982.9M2
EnndEuy:sFawng@gmall.nnm
Warranty Leasburg, Wik

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup

GHhSS“ORHﬁ

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472
GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation

Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

FREE Estimates Satisfaction Guaranteed

Affordable Sheds &5 Garden Products LLC

-

‘Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds
Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns
Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson
540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Fres estimites  Wokils service
Uicomsed B lesared  Home
Commertiad Blass Replacement

Tommy Hackney
bachneyglassigmail com

HACKNEY GLASS
a71.420.2631

l HA WIE. &7

PFosssiia Tpringi, T

Water Solutions
"*a-L We Treat Your Woter Well

‘Water Softeners Ol oriny Rl FRLDSTS

i Acid Meytraliners Salt Free Conditionen
Iros el Sulfuir Filkers Uierarwiohen Symems
o Revere (hemanin. Sales and Servioe
HRA ROY HARVIE BARR

= 7037287460« RBarr@HarvieWater.com
ﬁﬁb Hamme ﬁ

Flnancing Avallablal

Prowdlly Servicing Loudouwn & Claks County Virginla

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Kepairs SE HUICE
higg Prmcn AVAILAELE

3713209 8250 | infe@Premiercom putErFl-Epﬂl rs.com
wWww.premiercomputerrepairs.com

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND BREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
CIRGa 1832

WAW.SPRINDALEYIELAGE INN.COM
SFRHG DALEVARC AL COM

18248 Lincoud Roan
PURCELLYILLE, VA 20132
540-781 0605

TEET 505502010 o G51-Z7 1-3680
=

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse
Loudoun {_"ul]nl:l."l« Oldest Greenhouse

by yopecraliEng in Mabive and Local Cardenmg

Green & Eco-friendly

I |
Plants, Trees & Shrubs

||| :H-J,_ : = Pottery, Gl

o ||
l__'m F ":Eji'-% e~
.'ﬁ;ﬂy

1RS L

=, |osmts & Siakiaany

Floawering Pols & | .|r|'~
T B |.'|'.'.|I_|.'-'-|'-:'.!|'r'r'|'.'l.'|.'
(5401 IZRST1E = infc '.J|'r|.'|'|'|l.'l|'|1.-|'r|.'|'..|.'|'-. M
oln Bd. /Maple Ave. s Parcellville, Va 20032

Erie )
Asl Insurance

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto « Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 - Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

%t E'-’a«gm; ez EW

Macher Hakrutior Sincg 1965

| = Stylized Perms & Colaring
* Presigion Halrcuthng

* Facaals & Ma
# Biridal Parties

[ T L

Bluaemont
540-554-2214

20 Yoars at this lCation

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care

} Joe Pillera
f (703) 867-7158

virginlapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed




m" On The Market. with Sam & Ray

Whether Buying or Selling, Relocating or just Exploring your Options,
please call us today to find out how On The Market... can work for you!

Pan i’ir,lngS- 5.5; aCr eswith = Leesburg- 3-bed QZF'II bath home - .. IMMED TE.—DELIVERY" :
adZiltlo al'S-acteldt, Stunning £ w1th 3 ﬁmsh els and outdoor _ - Leesbt
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Bluemont= 10 Acres;. Adorble . e Thicketts- 11 Acre Tlors® Property

Home, Convenient Locatlon $324 90b

with Fencing and Barn!

Low,

]

Under ContractsiLeesburg- Just Sold- North Fork Rd, Just Sold- Merritt Farm Ln,
12 Acres ond Purcellville : Leesburg

I

= L

&

Sam Rees Ray Rees

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist Associate Broker, Listing Specialist
Phone: 703-408-4261 Phone: 703-470-0680
onthemarketwithsamrees(@gmail.com onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

f u in @onthemarketloudoun , @ @onthemarketteam

kw 703-408-4261 | Associate Brokers, Keller Williams Realty | onthemarketloudoun.com '@
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