
JANUARY 2020 SINCE 1984www.blueridgeleader.com blueridgeleader

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

BY ANDREA GAINES

BOS Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At 
Large) has been installed as the head 
of the Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors for another four-year term, 
along with her eight teammates –
Caleb A. Kershner (R-Catoctin), Mi-
chael R. Turner (D-Ashburn), Tony R. 
Buffington (R-Blue Ridge), Matthew 
F. Letourneau (R-Dulles), Kristen C. 
Umstattd (D-Leesburg), Sylvia Russell 
Glass (D-Broad Run), Koran T. Saines 
(D-Sterling), and Juli E. Briskman 
(D-Algonkian).

In a brief interview 
with the Blue Ridge Lead-
er, Randall outlined her 
priorities for her 2020-
2023 term, as we asked 
her to test the landscape 
for what might lie ahead.

Randall first said that 
“It is very, very, very 
humbling,” to have se-
cured re-election. “To me, 
a vote is a precious thing. 
For a local election, we 
expected something like 
a 30 percent voter turn-
out. But, we were close 
to 40 percent.” Randall 
herself received over 55 
percent of the vote.

Randall also made the 
point that she was very in-

sistent that the incoming Board, 
in particular new members, were 
fully prepared for what they were 
about to undertake. “I wanted to 
make sure that the new Board 
members have all of the support 
they need. So, we had every de-
partment coming before them with 
briefings, and the Constitutional of-
ficers as well.” Randall has led, and 
intends to lead, a very prepared group 
of County legislators.

If you had to pick three legislative 
priorities for the coming year, we 

asked Randall, what would they be?
On this point, Randall was very 

clear, identifying the development 
and passage of a Zoning Ordinance 
as a priority, a housing study, and 
preparing for the Silver Line Metro – 
an almost incalculable change to the 
landscape – as her top three.

“The biggest lift,” she 
said, “is the Zoning Ordi-
nance, where we have to 
merge three separate zon-
ing ordinances into one.” 
Randall was, presumably, 
talking about the specific 
zoning ordinances that 
will apply to the Subur-
ban, Transition, and Rural 
Policy Areas.

Randall also wants a 
“full housing study.” On 
this point, she said that 
Loudoun County “needs 
more housing,” while at 

the same time saying, 
“We need the infra-
structure in place before 
that housing is in place.” 

Phyllis Randall: ‘The 
thrill of this office  
never leaves me’
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Every year on the first Saturday of the New Year, Lincoln 
native Al Cochran (who is a master stone mason – 
CochransStoneMasonry.com) has his annual sheep drive. 
This year was no different. At 7:30 a.m. on Jan. 4, everyone 
met at the Goose Creek Meeting House in Lincoln to join Al. 
He moves his sheep from Creek Crossing Farm on Chapelle 
Hill Road in Lincoln to his farm on Sands Road. Needless 
to say, the sheep are excited to come home, and are 
preparing for lambing season which is in early spring.

What a way to 
start the New Year!
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Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis Randall at the 2020 Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors Installation Ceremony Saturday, Jan. 4. 
Randall is receiving her Loudoun County Board of Supervisors pin 
from her mother, Billie Jean Henderson.



Thank you for your business,  
trust, and confidence.   

We look forward to  
serving you in 2020!

If you are planning to buy or sell in 2020, contact us  
at 703-858-2770 to learn more about how we can help!

Patricia Gallardo, Branch Manager | 703-980-4594

ASHBURN/ONE LOUDOUN
20405 Exchange St.  |  703-858-2770

PURCELLVILLE 
140 N. Hatcher Avenue, Ste. 3  |  703-858-2770

Jon Harrison Lisa Jalufka Scott Hunt

Rod Appleton Maureen Dabkowski Donna Sammarco
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Jillian Putman – a longtime resident of western 
Loudoun – had an idea.

I have pigs, she thought.  Pigs like pumpkins, she 
thought.  And, everywhere I look there are pumpkins – 
yellow, orange, green, big, and small – rotting in fields, 
drooping on doorsteps, and otherwise headed to the 
landfill.  Why not bring those pumpkins and my pigs 
… together?

Motivated by that connection, she jumped on social 
media to, as she described, “Divert pumpkins from 
ending up in the landfill.” 

Putnam and her family own a little piece of western 
Loudoun heaven called Beagle Run Farm.

She was raising beagle puppies at the time the farm 
came about, hence the name.

“I’ve kept the name,” said Putnam, “But, I expanded 
my work in agriculture.  It’s not my primary job, but it’s 
definitely my passion. I fell in love with animals about 
the time I learned to walk. First horses, then cattle, 
and now a menagerie of cattle, sheep, goats, poultry, 
pigs and rabbits, along with four-year-old twin boys.

“I was gathering the pumpkins we had used to deco-
rate for Halloween and heading to the pen where ‘Pep-
pa the Pig’ was anxiously awaiting a treat, when the 
idea began to form of collecting pumpkins throughout 

the community.
“After all,” she said, “A 

decaying pumpkin isn’t ex-
actly something you want 
in your yard.  So, why not 
divert these pumpkins from 
the landfill to use as a food 
source for farm animals?

 “Some research 
on my part,” she 
continued, “Told 
me that pump-
kins weren’t just a 
treat, for they had 
significant nutri-
tional value for 
pigs and chickens. 
A study conducted 
by Washington State University showed that the fiber 
from pumpkins was a highly digestible food source 
for pigs. Through a pigs’ internal ‘fiber fermenta-
tion process’ important carbohydrate energy is pro-
duced. Chickens, too, are delighted with a pumpkin.  
But, it is far more than a treat. Pumpkins contain vita-
mins and minerals as well as a compound that acts as 
a natural dewormer.

“So … I started a series of posts on Face-
book asking for unwanted pumpkins. With a 
drop off point in my driveway and an offer to 
pick up pumpkins locally, over 1,500 pump-
kins were put to good use as a food source for 
pigs and chickens.

“I am excited about the possibilities for 
expanding this 
effort in the 
coming years. I 
harvested seeds 
from the more 
unusable variet-
ies and will try 
growing pump-
kins. We will be 
back and working 
to make a differ-
ence.”

What a great 
pigs and pumpkins tale.

And, can we give a shout out to Putnam’s trusted 
aunt, Lynn Divine Conger who alerted us to her be-
loved niece’s devotion to sustainable agriculture?  

Thank you Lynn, and we’ll be looking for you, Ms. 
Putnam, as we round up our used pumpkins next year.

Putnam asked that we share her email with our readers: 
brfarm2012@gmail.com.

BY SEBASTIAN THE HORSE

Hi, folks. Sebastian the horse, here.
I’m nine years old – soon to be ten. They refer to 

me as an Andalusian/Arabian cross, and I live here in 
Loudoun County. 

I’m shown here with a huge grin on my face. My own-
er is giving me a massage … ahhhh.

But, enough about me … do you have a minute?
The Blue Ridge Leader has asked me to share my New 

Year’s resolutions with you.
As my research shows, horses are quite into the New 

Year’s resolutions idea. We love to plan ahead and are 
heavy into self-improvement. And, we are wise.

My New Year’s resolutions fall into two categories; 
getting more enjoyment out of life and focusing on a 
few “equine beautification” activities.

So, here they are; eight things I resolve to do in the 
New Year:

1. Grin more. It feels fantastic to pull my furry-soft 
lips back and flash my teeth. I get a real rush out of, 
well, smiling. So, why not do it more often? (Hope-
fully the grins will come with more massages!)

2. Spread the grin around with a flip of my tail. Every 
time I flex my lips, any human within sight pulls 
their own lips back into a big grin, too. So, now, 
I’m going to reinforce the grin with a quick flip of 
my tail. The more grins and flips, the better.

3. Dance more. You’ve experienced it, I know. You’re 
driving down the road and in a far pasture there’s 
some crazy horse dashing around like a nut case. 

It’s called “horse dancing,” thank you. And, I here-
by resolve to do it at least once a day.

4. Meditate for 30 minutes a day. When you see a 
horse standing there doing nothing – quiet, eyes 
closed, etc., etc., don’t assume we are actually do-
ing nothing. We are meditating. In 2020 I’m going 
to do the meditation thing for at least 30 minutes 
a day. 

5. Do ten “downward dogs” every morning. The 
yoga pose called downward dog is a great morn-
ing stretch – with front legs all the way forward, 
chest to the ground and rear end pulled back and 
straight up in the air. I resolve to do ten a day, 
right after breakfast.

6. Eat less mash. Speaking of breakfast … my owner 
spoils me by dumping a bucket of leftover mash 
from local whiskey making operation into my 
feed bin. Great stuff, and good for my gut. But, it 
can also be a little fattening. So, in 2020 I will be 
eating a little less mash.

7. Take better care of my hide. In recent months 
I’ve taken to brushing my hind quarters back and 
forth on an old fencepost, adding a little gloss to 
my hide. I’m going to work this brushing into my 
daily routine. Looks good on me.

8. Flirt more. There’s a super cute filly in the pas-
ture across the road. I’ve always been a little shy 
about trying to get another horse’s attention. 
But, this year I resolve to throw caution to the 
wind. I’m going to flirt, show off my glossy hide, 
and flirt some more.

Whiskey mash and glossy hide aside, maybe some of 
my New Year’s resolutions will be taken up by my hu-
man friends. Can’t hurt to grin more, meditate, dance, 
strike a pose, slim down – and otherwise shake things 
up a bit.Happy New Year to all.

New Year’s resolutions from a horse
Grin more, eat less mash

A pigs and pumpkins tale
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540–441–7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com

Trust Loudoun’s best 
roofing contractor
to protect your 
greatest investment

MOORE-SOBEL

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

New Year’s Day is a wonderful time to 
reflect. All the more this year, consid-
ering that January 1, 2020 marked the 
beginning of a new decade. This time 

of year, at least to me, 
always evokes the feeling 
that a new beginning is 
in store. 

Ten years ago, I was 
lying on the couch, 
watching the ball drop 

on television with my family. Back then, 
it was only a few months after I had 
suffered chemical burns to my face and 
arms. Life seemed so topsy-turvy, as if 
everything had gone dark, in the early 
stages of my quest to find my way after 
a traumatic accident. I was unsure of 
my place in the world, and even more 
unsure of what the future would bring. 
Yet, even then, I had hope that the new 
year would fulfill the promise of a new 

beginning. 
I could have never anticipated what 

was on the horizon. Earning a college 
degree and building a career in the tech 
industry. Falling in love with a beautiful 
woman. Not to mention a book head-
ed for publication. Instead of thinking 
about my recovery, as I did all those 
years ago, I now find myself pondering 
how to best live the life God has given 
me in the present. 

I’ve been mulling over a line I read in 
the book, “Obama: The Call of Histo-
ry,” by Peter Baker, chief White House 
correspondent for The New York Times. 
The author includes a conversation 
President Obama had with David Rem-
nick, editor of The New Yorker. Describ-
ing how he had come to see the role of 
a President, Obama said, “At the end of 
the day, we’re part of a long-running 
story. We just try to get our paragraph 
right.” 

Perhaps this statement could apply to 
more than just Presidents. I wonder if 
we are all granted a paragraph, four to 
five sentences summarizing the life we 
lived. Perhaps it’s even shorter. In re-
counting this story to my girlfriend, she 
said, “I think we just get a sentence.” An 
assertion powerful enough to change 
one’s view of a life well lived.

If we only have one sentence, what 
then are we to do with our lives? Mor-
tality is the great equalizer, ensuring 
that even the most powerful among us 
will not have legacies that last forever. 
Time marches on, forcing us to grapple 
with how to make an impact with our 
limited time. 

Such a perspective seems to lessen 
the importance of achieving a success-
ful career or amassing wealth. Not to 
say that these things cannot be used 
for good, or that one cannot use them 
to make an impact. Yet, I wonder if 
making an impact requires more from 
us than simply great achievements. It 
seems to me that such an endeavor re-

quires strength of character, including 
empathy. Along with an abiding love 
for others, regardless of whether or not 
such an attitude will yield any personal 
benefit. 

Tom Hanks, in an NPR interview pro-
moting the movie “A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood,” talked about what it 
was like to play Mister Rogers. The in-
terviewer, Scott Simon, asked if he could 
recount a personal story involving Fred 
Rogers. “I have heard eight million of 
them, and every one of them is unique,” 
Hanks responded. Simon went on to 
recount a heartwarming story. I have 
no doubt that the other stories Hanks 
heard also evoked a similar heartwarm-
ing sentiment. What a legacy – to leave 
behind eight million unique, meaning-
ful interactions that are remembered 
long after they occurred.

As I reflect upon the coming year (and 
decade), I find myself longing to emu-
late this example. To use whatever re-
sources and platform I have been given, 

A new decade begins

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

When financial markets fluctuate, even 
the calmest investors can start to question 
their financial strategies. But volatile mar-
kets can present opportunities, says Tracie 
McMillion, head of global asset allocation 

strategy for Wells Fargo In-
vestment Institute (WFII). 

“Financial markets are 
frequently volatile—that’s 
their nature,” she says. 
“Over longer periods of 
time, that volatility can add 

up to attractive portfolio growth.” 
McMillion shares an analogy that com-

pares this worry to seasickness: “If you 
stare at the waves directly ahead of you 
(the current financial market), the water 
may look bumpy and turbulent, and you 
might feel ill at ease. However, if you look 
outward at the horizon (your long-term 
investment goals), the ocean as a whole 
appears to be on a fairly even keel.”

In addition to focusing on your financial 
horizon, here are some strategies you can 
use to help weather economically turbu-
lent times.

1. Match your investments to your 
time horizon. The simplest way to 

feel more comfortable about your 
investments is to align them with 
your financial calendar, no mat-
ter what happens in the financial 
world this month or year. For ex-
ample, do you need some of your 
money fairly soon, or want it close 
at hand in case of an emergency? 
If so, McMillion says you should 
consider investments such as cash 
holdings and short-term bonds that 
shouldn’t lose much, if any, value 
over the short term. On the other 
hand, if you won’t need some of 
your investment money until you 
retire multiple years in the future, 
equities or longer-term bonds are 
worth a closer look. Those invest-
ments carry more risks but also of-
fer potentially better returns.

2. Know what to expect from your 
assets. Some investors lose con-
fidence because they don’t fully 
understand how their investments 
work. In that case, McMillion says, 
some knowledge of typical asset 
behavior is a good thing. Consider 

reading up on different types of 
investments and asking questions 
of your financial advisor. Once you 
know how your investments are 
more likely to perform in certain 
financial markets, you can help en-
sure that your investment strategy 
is in line with your tolerance for risk.

3. Tune out the noise. By “noise” Mc-
Million means the constant barrage 
of financial reports from the 24/7 
news media. “It’s common for the 
financial markets to temporarily 
get a little bit messy as they sort 
through the current news cycle,” 
she says. However, investors usu-
ally don’t need to react to the ev-
eryday financial news, no matter 
how topsy-turvy things may seem. 
“Remember: The U.S. news tends to 
report on a very small slice of avail-
able investments, particularly U.S. 
large company stocks,” she says. 
“Your portfolio, if it’s diversified as 
it should be, probably isn’t going 
up and down to the same degree as 
these stocks. Your portfolio changes 

are probably much more moderate.”

4. Regularly revisit your plan. There’s 
no such thing as a completely 
set-it-and-forget-it investment 
strategy, McMillion says. It’s always 
smart to check in regularly with 
your investment advisor. “Your 
life circumstances may change, or 
your financial goals could shift,” 
she says. “You’ll feel much more 
confident that your investments are 
doing their job if you review them 
regularly with your advisor.”

Wells Fargo Investment Institute, Inc. is a regis-
tered investment adviser and wholly owned subsid-
iary of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., a bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.

This article was written by Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of Richard Ricci in Washing-
ton, D.C. at (202) 364-1605.

Investments in securities and insurance products 
are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUARAN-
TEED/MAY LOSE VALUE. Wells Fargo Advisors is a 
trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and 
non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All 
rights reserved. CAR Approval Number: 1218-
00147.CAR Expiration Date: 7/01/20.

RICCI

Four ways to invest more confidently in a volatile market
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BY ANDREA GAINES

The candidates who emerged success-
fully from last year’s grueling races for 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors have assumed their offices, having 
been officially sworn in.

The formal Board of Supervisors In-
stallation ceremony was held on Jan. 4.

Most of the nine have also made their 
choices for the all-important job of Plan-
ning Commissioner. It is anticipated that 

Supervisors will make 
their formal PC Com-
missioner announce-

ments at the BOS’s first Business Meet-
ing of the year, on Jan. 7.

A new world

Only a handful of individuals serving 
on the PC are expected to return.

Also, the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors flipped from a Republi-
can-controlled body to Democratic-con-
trolled body during last fall’s elections. 

A big change is afoot. Or, is it?
Planning Commissioners serve four-

year terms, right alongside the individu-
al Supervisors who appointed them. The 
Chair for the PC group is selected by a 
vote of the nine-member body. The Plan-
ning Commissioners who have now been 
appointed to serve or are returning are 
about to face the fire as they work with 
their patron Supervisors to translate the 
new and quite controversial 2019 Com-
prehensive Plan into the nitty-gritty of 
local zoning politics known as the Zon-
ing Ordinance. 

Based on the experience of the Plan-
ning Commissioners appointed – many 
of whom have a distinctly business, real 
estate, and/or suburban/urban skill set, 
it is hard to say how that Zoning Ordi-
nance will play out.

BOS Chair appoints a Capital Hill veteran

County BOS Chair Phyllis Randall (D-
At Large), fresh off her Nov. 2019 re-elec-
tion has appointed Capitol Hill veteran 
and businessman Forest Hayes to be her 
Planning Commissioner.

Hayes comes to the Planning Commis-
sion with both Capitol Hill and private 
business experience. He has served on 
the United States House of Representa-
tives Sub-committee on Agriculture & 
Rural Development Appropriations, and 

on numerous other committee posts. As 
a candidate for Supervisor, he promoted 
his experience in “Every aspect of real 
estate development … as well as “Histor-
ic preservation, Low-Income Tax Cred-
its, New Market Tax Credits (public sub-
sidies), Tax Increment Financing (TIF), 
and mixed-use development.”

New Supervisors appoint an interesting mix 
of PCs

Catoctin District Supervisor Caleb A. 
Kershner (R-Catoctin) – new to the BOS 
– has appointed Mark Miller as his Plan-
ning Commissioner.

Miller has served as a Loudoun Coun-
ty Public Library Trustee for eight years, 
with six years as its Chairman. He was 
recognized for his long history of service 
by the BOS in September, and is also well 
known in connection with the Smash-
ing Walnuts Foundation, a non-profit he 
and his wife Ellyn founded in response to 
their daughter’s death from brain cancer 
at the age of ten.

Miller’s time with the library system has 
been hallmarked by many things, includ-
ing innovative ways to reduce fines while 
prompting users to return overdue books.

Ashburn District Supervisor Michael R. 
Turner (D-Ashburn) – another newcomer 
to the BOS – has appointed Middleburg’s 
Eric Combs to the Ashburn District PC 
post. Combs is a lawyer and principal at 
the law firm of Combs & Taylor who has 
also served as Chair of the Middleburg 
Planning Commission. It is interesting 
that a Supervisor from eastern Loudoun 
would appoint an individual with ties to 
one of the County’s most western land-
scapes, and an area that includes one of 
the highest concentrations of conserva-
tion lands in Loudoun.

Returning Supervisors make interesting PC 
choices

Returning Supervisor Tony R. Buffing-
ton (R-Blue Ridge) has made his choice, 
too. It was a long-awaited one since 
Buffington is a powerful force on the 
BOS. Buffington’s choice is Hillsboro 
Mayor Roger Vance. Vance has been 
very active in COLT – the Coalition of 
Loudoun Towns. COLT has been very 
critical of the new Comprehensive Plan 
produced by the now eclipsed Board of 

2020 Board of Supervisors 
takes the reins, makes  
Planning Commissioner 
choices 

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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BY TONY NOERPEL

In the December issue of the Blue 
Ridge Leader, Joe LaFiandra claims we 
need more atmospheric carbon dioxide 

citing two fossil fuel 
industry lobbyists: Pat 
Michaels and Patrick 

Moore, who he discovered by surfing the 
web.  

LaFiandra suggests “the future of 
Earth’s climate can be more accurately 
predicted” from the paleoclimate record 
than from models which Joe claims don’t 
work.  A recent AGU paper [1] shows that 
in fact even the more primitive models 
from 30 years ago have proved accurate.  
But the paleoclimate record is no com-
fort for deniers.  Paleoclimatology esti-
mates higher climate sensitivity to car-
bon dioxide than climate models.  

A recent paper examining the climate 
over the last 100 million years estimates 
the Earth surface will warm twice as fast 
(5.6C for a doubling of CO2) as the mod-
el forecasts published in IPCC AR5, 2013 
[2] (2.85C for a doubling of CO2).  Eight 
of 15 of the latest models which will 
be used for the next IPCC report are in 
agreement with this higher estimate [3].

Carbon dioxide is the source of car-

bon for all life on Earth and it is also 
the Earth’s non-condensing greenhouse 
gas.  Water vapor is Earth’s condensing 
greenhouse gas.  Carbon dioxide is long 
lasting, well-mixed and extends high up 
in the Earth atmosphere where infrared 
heat is radiated into space.  Water vapor 
has an average residency of about 9 days 
and is therefor not well mixed and does 
not extend much beyond 4 km into the 
atmosphere.  Atmospheric water vapor 
content depends on the warming due to 
carbon dioxide and other non-condens-
ing greenhouse gases.  

Solar physicists discovered the “faint 
young sun” phenomena in the 1960s 
[4].  Carl Sagan and George Mullen ob-
served that the sun was only 75 percent 
as bright 3.8 billion years ago as today, 
when life first formed and when there 
was evidence in the rock record that 
Earth surface had liquid water [5].  The 
Earth should have been frozen over solid 
giving life no chance.  Atmospheric car-
bon dioxide and methane kept the plan-
et warm.  

Ancestors to today’s cyanobacte-
ria discovered oxy-photosynthesis 2.5 
billion years ago and loaded the atmo-
sphere with oxygen.  This burned off the 

methane and the Earth suffered through 
three snowball Earth events, where the 
planet froze over to the equator [6].  
This oxygen reacted with all the iron in 
the oceans and precipitated out as rust 
forming Banded Iron Formations.  These 
formations are the source of all of the 
iron we use today.  The Earth recovered 
because of the carbon dioxide released 
by volcanic activity.  Because methane 
does not survive long in an oxygenated 
atmosphere the principle non-condens-
ing greenhouse gas since then has been 
carbon dioxide [7].

Two hundred fifty-two million years 
ago, the sun was only 98 percent as 
bright as today [8].  This required more 
than twice the amount of atmospheric 
carbon dioxide for the same climate.  A 
large volcanic eruption in what is now 
Siberia burned through a large Carbonif-
erous coal deposit [9] releasing 1 billion 
tons of carbon as carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere annually for several thou-
sand years [10].  Ninety percent of all 
plant and animal species when extinct, 
the greatest extinction event in Earth 
history.  

We are emitting 10 billion tons of carbon 
as carbon dioxide from the same source an-
nually, or 10 times the rate but the Earth is 
twice as sensitive to atmospheric carbon 

BY CHARLES HOUSTON 

 “Pressed Rat and Warthog closed down 
their shop.

They didn’t want to, ‘twas all they had 
got.

But citizens, irate, had told them to stop

building houses, condos and what-not.”

Apologies to the 1960s band “Cream” 
for my plagiarizing and paraphrasing to 
begin this message to the new Board of 

Supervisors. Western 
Loudoun especially 
welcomes the four 

new members. There will be a lot for 
them to learn, from County manage-
ment and operations to fiscal matters 
and to the topic that is most important 
to me: land use. 

Conservationists could wax on about 
important items such as the size of clus-
ter lots, AR-1 vs. AR-2 zoning, problems 
with vaguely stated permitted uses and 
so on. Fine and good, but first we hope 
that every Supervisor will share the fun-
damental philosophy and facts that un-
dergird conservation efforts:

• Loudoun’s signature asset is its 
rural west, with horse farms, vine-
yards and pastures and a backdrop 
of mountains. Its towns, villages, 
hamlets and settlements lend their 
own history, character and aes-
thetics.

• Part of western Loudoun’s appeal 
derives from its miles of unpaved 
roads, a spiderweb that encour-
ages walking and running (ahorse 
or afoot), “gravel grinder” biking, 
painting and photography, or sim-
ple contemplation. These roads 
are inherently traffic-calming, and 
their reduced speeds make them 
safer. Be prepared, though, for 
complaints of poor maintenance. 
Each Supervisor will need to have 
continuing and robust conversa-
tions with VDOT on that topic.

• History was made here, from 

English troops marching up Old 
Waterford Road in the French and 
Indian War; to early settlements 
by Quakers, Scots-Irish and Ger-
mans; to Revolutionary and Civil 
War battles. Do not let new subdi-
visions erase this heritage.

• Loudoun County has distinct east-
ern and western parts. The east 
is full of expensive new houses 
befitting its status as Washington’s 
most desired new suburb, and it 
will have its own issues. I won’t 
pretend to know them, but Super-
visors must.

• The developer crowd spins the 
yarn that the county needs both 
business and residential growth 
to prosper. Perhaps prosperity 
for them, but anathema to us. 
Loudoun is already the wealthiest 
county in the country, with the 
population and commerce already 
here, why the need for growth? It’s 
a chimera.

• Loudoun County belongs to its 
citizens, not to builders, or busi-
nesses (the Chamber of Commerce 
is especially larcenous.)  And, defi-

nitely not to throngs of outsiders 
who want to move here. 

• Listen to the citizenry, which in 
every County-sponsored poll since 
the mid-90s, have deemed conges-
tion and growth as our two worst 
county-wide problems.

• Taxes count. Past Boards have re-
sisted tax increases and revenues 
from data centers have allowed 
some reductions. Nevertheless, 
Loudoun’s tax rate is still the 
third-highest in Virginia. That’s 
too high.

• Taxes illuminate, especially the 
fact that subdivision sprawl is an 
economic cancer. Taxes here are 
35 percent higher than in neigh-
boring Clarke County, where resi-
dential growth is discouraged. Or 
compare Prince William County, 
where unchecked sprawl has pro-
duced very high taxes, to its more 
sparsely populated neighbor, Fau-
quier, which has much lower taxes. 
Ignore these facts, incoming Board 
of Supervisors, at your re-election 
peril.

• Roughly 49,000 new houses can 
be built by-right, which means no 
need for new governmental ap-
proval. This potential disaster must 
be eliminated. Use conservation 

OPINION

Pressed Rat and Warthog 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Science versus Surfing
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Proudly featuring:

Beverly MacDonald Chiasson, a long-
time Purcellville resident, and former 
member of the Purcellville Town Council 
has announced that she will run for the 
Mayor’s seat in the May 5, 2020 elections.

Current Mayor Kwasi Fraser has not yet 
announced whether he will seek another 
term. But, MacDonald Chaisson, a long-
standing virulent critic of the Mayor is al-

ready running against 
him, calling Fraser 
out for all manner of 

Town actions. 
Looking at the absolute sea-change 

Fraser has brought to Purcellville in his 
three terms as mayor – including the 
reductions in the Town’s debt – you re-
ally have to wonder where MacDonald 
Chaisson is coming from … and what she 
would have us go back to.

MacDonald Chaisson served on the 
Purcellville Town Council from 1992 to 
2004.

It was during her time on Council that 
the Town began its steady climb towards 
massive growth without any of the infra-
structure needed to accommodate it – in 
opposition to what the citizens wanted – 
with the only answer being to grow more 
… so we can have more water and sewer 
hook-up fees … so we can pay for the $40 
plus million underused water treatment 
plant … so we can keep up with it all.

Fraser has reduced the Town’s debt 
from over $60 million to under $54 mil-
lion, with more cuts on the way.

MacDonald Chaisson supported the 
Town’s lawsuit against the County con-
cerning the site of the now well-estab-
lished Woodgrove High School – a law-
suit that, while it did not nix the much-
need high school … did cost the citizens 
of Purcellville and the County millions of 
dollars. 

MacDonald Chaisson sided with devel-
opers over the proposed Vineyard Square 
project in historic downtown Purcellville, 
the scale and design of which had been 
soundly rejected by the Town’s Board of 
Architectural Review and the residents of 
Purcellville.

MacDonald Chaisson argued in favor 
of the 131-acre Warner Brook annexation 
– a mini-city development complete with 
24 acres of industrial, a nine acre sport 
plex, 11 acres of commercial, up to 160 
residential units, and the 1,250+ parking 
spaces needed to serve it all. “There’s no 
doubt that what they, [the developers] 
want is best for the Town,” she said. All 
this from an individual who, as a candi-
date for Town Council ran on a platform 
of slow growth.

MacDonald Chaisson has also been 
highly critical of Fraser’s efforts to re-
think the way Purcellville looks at public 
assets such as Fireman’s Field and the 
Aberdeen Property – turning them into 
income producing assets as a way to pro-
tect them, and a way for the citizens to 
enjoy them. Really, criticize the possibil-
ity of bringing approximately $1 million 
to Aberdeen – which has been sitting va-
cant for ten years? 

Additionally, while MacDonald Chais-
son has used the announcement of her 
candidacy to dredge up and politicize 
the investigation of Police Chief Cynthia 
McAlister – Purcellville and its citizens 
have moved on. It is a fairy tale to sug-
gest, as MacDonald Chaisson has in her 
announcement, that as Mayor, she will 
“resolve” the now seven-month-old, $16 
million dollar lawsuit McAlister has filed 
against the Town, her own police officers, 
and other individuals. The lawsuit can 
be settled at any time by the parties in-
volved. MacDonald is not a party to the 
lawsuit; she is a political candidate.

It is telling that MacDonald Chaisson 
made her campaign announcement on 
the Purcellville Matters Uncensored web-
site.

The website was started by develop-
er Sam Chapman – the same Chapman 
who is behind Vineyard Square. This 
website is essentially a political opera-
tion. Frustrated developers are incensed 
by Fraser’s lead in not having annexed 

any land for development for years, nei-
ther residential nor commercial. And 
they are going after him with everything 
they have. 

In reference to so many Purcellville is-
sues, MacDonald Chaisson has said that 
there is “no rhyme or reason,” to happen-
ings in Purcellville. 

We would say that there is “no rhyme 
or reason” to going back to a time when a 
Mayor and Town Council would agree to 
something like Vineyard Square – a de-
velopment that, by the way, although not 
yet built still threatens historic down-
town Purcellville.

We’d also say that there is “no rhyme 
or reason” to approving a mini-city de-
velopment/annexation such as Warner 
Brook, all-the-while arguing that what 
the developers want is “best for the 
Town.” 

And, the idea of going back to the days 
when a town’s over $40 million water and 
sewer treatment plant expansion could 
be justified based on the idea that grow-
ing your way out of debt is a viable fiscal 
strategy seems, frankly, nuts.

In the last three election cycles the 
voters of Purcellville have spoken loudly 
and clearly in favor of a new way of doing 
things; a new way of looking at debt, a 
new way of looking at development, and 
a new way of putting citizens in charge.

You really have to wonder where Mac-
Donald Chaisson is coming from, and 
what she would have us go back to. 

— View From the Ridge —

‘No rhyme or reason’ to the Beverly MacDonald Chaisson candidacy 

The idea that growing 
your way out of debt is 
a viable fiscal strategy 
seems, frankly, nuts.

OPINION

BY ANDREA GAINES

As the Purcellville Town Council closed out its 2019 
legislative session, it received a very forward-thinking 
presentation from Robert L. Banner, Jr. of ACRE In-
vestment Management LLC.  

ACRE, a world leader in what is 
known as the carbon and nutrient 
“credits market,” is coincidentally, 

located in The Plains, a country mile from Purcellville.
While Mayor Kwasi Fraser has popular support for 

the idea within the policy and legislatively focused 
Town Council and the Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment; the issue is now with the Town manager and 
staff.

Maintaining Purcellville’s green infrastructure

Mayor Fraser has pushed, repeatedly, for Purcellville 
to look at its many Town-owned assets – including the 
historic 193-acre Aberdeen property – in a new way, 
preserving them, while making them more available to 
the public, drawing cash out of them, and using that 
cash to continue to pay down the Town’s debt.

As a businessman, he said he has studied the credit 
market for many years. Said Fraser, “Based on the will 

of the citizens, our desire is not to get overwhelmed 
with high-density residential development.  We have 
1,400 acres of greenspace.  We want to maintain that 
greenspace rather than turn it over to housing, which 
puts an immediate and unmanageable burden on Pur-
cellville’s transportation system and other infrastruc-
ture requirements.”

He sees carbon/nutrient credits as 21st Century 
environmental and land-preservation tools that can 
achieve those goals, while producing income for the 
Town.

Carbon and nutrient credit cash – big opportunities for Purcellville 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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This Time 
Next Year

You could be a certified firefighter or EMT
Visit www.OpenNewDoors.org or text 571-442-2801 TODAY!

Loudoun County Combined  
Fire and resCue system

www.OpenNewDoors.org
571-442-2801

 ✓ Free Training 
 ✓ Improved Health
 ✓ Contributing to the Community
 ✓ Helping Those in Need

 ✓ Tuition Reimbursement
 ✓ Property Tax Reduction
 ✓ Annual Physicals
 ✓ And More

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
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JOHN CONSTANT
A S S O C I A T E  B R O K E R

7 0 3 . 5 8 5 . 6 2 7 8   |   J O H N @ A T O K A P R O P E R T I E S . C O M

CALL JOHN.

G E T  M O R E .

$ 1 . 6 5 M $ 8 9 9 K $1.1M SOLD

C A L L  N O W  T O  S E L L  I N  S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

BY ANDREA GAINES

The new home at 41876 Jacobs Hill Court in Leesburg 
was recently built – meticulously built – by one of the 
most respected individuals and companies in the local 
construction community: Dennis Powers of Powers 
Homes.

The 5-bedroom home is located in Loy Estates II, on a 
street named after Powers’ younger son, Jacob. His old-
er son, Randall, has served as Field Operations Manager 
for over twenty years. On any given day at the job site, 
you are likely to run into not one, not two, but three 

members of the Powers family doing 
what they do best: satisfying their 
customers.

Their most recent project, Loy Estates II, has just 6 
homes in the community’s HOA. With stunning views 
and this kind of privacy and exclusivity, the property is 
the stuff of a family’s dream.

The name Loy came from the family that Dennis 
Powers originally purchased the farm from.  He kept 
the name to honor their time there.  Preserving the ru-
ral character of the land has been paramount in deci-
sions as to where to place the homes, maintaining the 
vistas and country feel.

The countryside is all around you, and stone, remi-
niscent of Loudoun’s old stone walls accent the large 
and dramatic front porch.

Inside, the same fieldstone is featured on the floor-
to-ceiling to fireplace, one of the most beautiful fea-
tures on the first level.

Clean, bright lines and crown moldings frame the 
huge Morning Room and Family Room off the gourmet, 
eat-in kitchen.  This is a really comfortable and open 
floor plan, with a dramatic and functional kitchen is-
land, and upgraded countertops and cabinets.  The 9+-
foot ceilings on all three levels of the home add to the 
light-filled feel.  There is also a formal and separate 
dining rooms and a main floor library.

The kitchen features stainless steel – with a built-in 
microwave, a gas cooktop, dishwasher, double oven, 
high end refrigerator and an enormous walk-in pantry. 
The Mud Room with custom “cubbies” is just off the 
kitchen.

Hickory scraped floors shine across the entire main 
level, the baths enjoy 12x12 tile and the carpet in the 
bedrooms is plush.  There are lots of walk-in closets, 
too. The finished lower level enjoys a walkout level, and 
still leaves a significant unfinished area for future dens, 

media rooms, etc.
The five bedrooms give everyone – including guests – 

both privacy and comfort. Bathrooms – full bathrooms 
– 5 in fact – are everywhere … on each finished level.  
Just wonderful.  Windows are highly insulated and en-
ergy efficient.

The yard has a gentle slope and backs up to trees on 
a quiet cul-de-sac. The view from inside this home sees 
clear to Maryland.

Fill this beautiful new home with your beautiful new 
life.

Call Sam Rees ,703 408-4261 or Ray Rees, 703 470-
0680 to see this property.

Fill this beautiful new home 
with your beautiful new life

REAL ESTATE

Randall Powers, Power Builders Field  
Operations Manager, at homesite.

MLS#: 1002077810
Year Built: 2020
Beds/Baths: 5 bedrooms,  
5 full baths
Total Acreage: 1.56 acres
List Price: $679,900
 
 

41876 Jacobs Hill Court, Leesburg, VA
Agent: Sam Rees, Associate 
Broker, Keller Williams, 
onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com
Ray Rees, Associate Broker, Keller 
Williams, onthemarketwithrayrees@
gmail.com 
www.onthemarketloudoun.com
Phone: (703) 408-4261

SALES UPDATE!  As of press time, a contract had 
just been ratified on this house at 41876 Jacobs 
Hill Court. But … the builder has 2 other lots, just 
under two acres each. Homes on these lots will be 
in the $650, 000 to $750,000 range. And, there is a 
22-acre parcel that will sell from $850.000.  Move in 
date for the 2-acre lots … as early as June 2020.

“We recently had a home 
built by Power Builders 
… The quality, attention 
to detail as well as 
customizable parts of the 
process were second to 
none! Randall took the 
time to talk to us and 
address our questions 
in a patient and efficient 
manner. He made himself 
available to us from the 
beginning … until we finally 
closed. His knowledge 
and genuine focus on our 
construction surpassed 
our expectations.  We 
absolutely loved working 
with Randall Powers!”
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 LICENSED IN VA & WV 
MARCYC@MARCYC.COM 
540.533.7453 
WWW.MARCYC.COM 
FACEBOOK @MARCYCANTATORE 
INSTAGRAM @MARCYCSELLS 

MOLD REMOVAL 

       Green Solutions, LLC 
       www.greensolpro.com 

       540-338-5869 

 

 

                   
 

Complete Concrete, Block, Brick, Foundation Repair and/or Sealant to Abate the Moisture Source  

Moisture Damaged Drywall, Carpet, Baseboard, and Insulation Removal and Off-Site Disposal 

Kill 100% of Mold and Mold Spores, Scrub, and HEPA Vacuum Surfaces 

Replace Drywall, Baseboards, and Insulation. Painting Drywall Also Available 

 

We use MDF-500® - Our Patented Anti-Microbial Mold Killing Fogging Treatment 

MDF-500® Safely and Highly Effectively Eliminates All Mold, Spores, Allergens, Bacteria, Viruses, and Odors 

 

 

Call Today to Schedule a FREE, NO OBLIGATION In-Home Evaluation and Estimate  

GOT MOLD?
We do it all from start to finish

Our Patented Product MDF-500®

GOT MOLD?
• Repair Moisture Source 

Concrete – Plumbing – Sealant

• Treat to Kill All Mold / HEPA Vacuum

• Remove Damaged Debris Off-Site 

• Reinstall Drywall / Baseboard

Green Solutions LLC www.GreenSolPro.com  •  540-338-5869

Call Today to 

Schedule a FREE, 

NO OBLIGATION  

In-Home 

Evaluation and 

Estimate

Safely and Effectively Removes 100% of Mold  
Spores / Allergens / Improve Air Quality –  
Removes Bacteria / Viruses / Odors

Our Patented Product MDF-500®BY VALERIE CURY

Patrick Sullivan, Purcellville’s Zon-
ing Administrator and Director of 
Planning, has made an informal zoning 
determination to allow the Catoctin 

Corner development 
to put yet another 
drive-through restau-

rant in one of the two commercial pads 
left in the nearly completed shopping 
center.

At the Dec.10 Purcellville Town 
Council Meeting, it was decided that 
Holtzman representative Dexter Mu-
mau can resubmit a formal request 
for a determination on the issue to 
the Zoning Administrator. That way, 
any aggrieved citizen or Town Council 
Member could appeal his decision.

Catoctin Corner is located near the 
traffic circle at the eastern entrance to 
Town, at the corner of Rt. 287 and West 
Colonial Highway. 

In 2010, the Town Council approved 
six special use permits (SUPs) for the 
property, with three of the SUPs ap-
proved for drive-throughs.

At the time, the three SUPs with 
drive-throughs were approved for one 
restaurant in the front of the devel-
opment facing West Colonial Highway 
(now the Dunkin’ Donuts restaurant), 
as well as one bank, and one pharma-
cy – whose drive-throughs would be 
located on the side (Rt. 287) and back 
of the shopping center according to the 
original Catoctin Corner special use 
permit plat. 

The current vacant pad (facing the 
front of the shopping center and West 
Colonial Highway is next to a 7-Eleven 
and gas station) was approved for retail 
or restaurant without a drive-through. 
The representative for Holtzman said 
that a Panera Bread wants to go into 
that location, but only with a drive-
through.

Originally, the gas station in Catoc-
tin Corner with the 7-Eleven was sup-
posed to be a Circle K Convenience 
Store. However, that didn’t happen, so 
now the Town has a third 7-Eleven in 
close proximity to each other. 

Restaurants with drive-throughs 
have considerably more intensive 
stacking – or traffic line-ups – than, for 
example, a pharmacy or a bank. Now 
the Zoning Administrator’s determi-
nation would put another restaurant 
with a drive-through right next to an 
existing restaurant with drive-through 
(Dunkin’ Donuts) facing busy West Co-

lonial Highway in the shopping center.
At the Dec. 10 Town Council Meeting, 

Sullivan said, “When I reviewed the 
project, it was my decision [on Oct. 24] 
after reviewing them that this type of 
drive-through has already been grant-
ed to them [Catoctin Corner] through 
a resolution … in 2010. The resolution 
talked about special use permit areas; it 
never went into individual uses. When 
you look at the area map, it shows the 
area on the western side having two ar-
eas with drive-throughs.

“One is already in place [Dunkin’ Do-
nuts],” continued Sullivan, “The drug-
store and bank that were approved for 
special use permits for drive-throughs 
did not materialize. But there were 
other areas that had approved SUPs 
for drive-throughs. It was, again, my 
opinion that they had already received 
approval for those particular drive-
throughs.”

Purcellville Town Council Member 
Nedim Ogelman asked if there was a 
current traffic study for Catoctin Cor-
ner. Town Manager David Mekarski 
pointed out that the traffic study was 
done in 2009 for the development.

Ogelman said, “Special Use Permits 
were for special uses, one restaurant, 
one bank, and one pharmacy.” Sullivan 
responded, “They were for special ar-
eas, and they were never tied to a use.” 

Town Attorney Sally Hankins ex-
plained that “SUPs did include a 
restaurant with a drive-through in the 
northwestern part of the property. So, 
now the restaurant would be in front 
on Colonial Highway in the center of 
the site – between the gas station and 
Dunkin’ Donuts – in the middle.”

Hankins continued, “The question is 
a fairly narrow question to my mind, 
and the question is – is the SUP that 
was approved in 2010 still valid. An-
swer is yes. Second question is, can 
it be applied from the location it was 
anticipated in to the different location 
… proposed today. That is the question 
the Zoning Administrator was asked to 
render an opinion on – and approval 
by him will become part of the ordi-
nance.” She said that the traffic study 
from 2009 begs the question “Is it val-
id for this location … when a lot has 
changed in ten years?”

Vice Mayor Tip Stinnette said he did 
not want to disagree with staff. That 
was seconded by Council Members Ted 
Greenly, Joel Grewe, and Chris Bledsoe. 

Zoning Administrator paves 
way for second drive-through 
restaurant at Catoctin Corner

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »
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BY VALERIE CURY

Officials charged with setting the water 
and sewer rates for the Town of Purcellville 
have suggested that residential customers 
accept a big water/sewer rate increase either 
immediately, in the coming years, or both.

The increases – “big bite” 27/32 percent 
jumps in one year, or, smaller, still painful 
jumps each year over the course of years – 
are contained in a proposal recently sent to 
the Town Council. 

Purcellville has just over 2,775 water us-
ers, with the Town setting rates based on 
size of meter, residential/multi-family/com-
mercial/industrial use, etc., volume brackets, 
and more. It’s complicated.

It is residential users who are being target-
ed here.

And, Mayor Kwasi Fraser, Council Mem-
bers Nedim Ogelman, and Ryan Cool are 
urging Town management to take a step 
back, look at what other local governments 
– including Hamilton and Middleburg – do, 
and also consider the option of sending out 
Requests For Proposals (RFPs) to companies 
in the business of helping municipalities 
squeeze the lowest rates and best perfor-
mance out of their water and sewer facilities.

Purcellville study

Stantec is the Town’s utility rate consul-
tant, advising Purcellville on how best to 
manage its Water and Sewer Funds. 

For example, with residential custom-
ers, the numbers are 73 percent (cost) vs. 
57 percent (revenue). For commercial, the 
numbers are 17 percent (cost) vs. 24 per-
cent (revenue), for multi-family, 5 percent 
(cost) vs. 10 percent (revenue), and institu-
tional, 4 percent (cost) vs. 8 percent (reve-
nue). In all but residential, the cost to the 
Town to provide the service is less than the 
revenue the service brings into the Town. 

Stantec has recommended to create a 
system that is fair, to create a system that 
is simple and stable, and to create a system 
that promotes conservation.

Stantec and Town management are, 
however, recommending that Purcellville 
look for “rate equity,” hence the move to 
charge residential customers more. 

But, say many, that rate equity is just 
another way of saying, “We need to charge 
residential customers more.” 

Contract nuts and bolts

Contracts with companies in the busi-

ness of helping municipalities keep rates 
low and get the best performance out of 
their water and sewer facilities are usu-
ally long-term, since this poses less risk. 
A typical company’s contract is 16 to 20 
years, reviewable every four years with 
the option to renew.

The incoming company oversees the 
utilities management, while the Town fa-
cility stays 100 percent owned by the Town.

The Town of Middleburg has contracted 
similar services to an outside company, 
and has formed an active utility commit-
tee that meets monthly to oversee the 
process. The company has been with Mid-
dleburg for five years, managing its plant.

The companies doing this kind of work 
have ongoing relationships with federal 
and state governmental organizations, 
with financial support mechanisms to 
fund capital improvements. They man-
age all aspects of the utility, including 
water and wastewater treatment, collec-
tion, and distribution.

Is this the better way

Companies in the business of helping mu-
nicipalities like Purcellville sort out how to 

manage their water and sewer enterprises 
bring a combination of legal, regulatory, fis-
cal, and mechanical expertise to the process.

Last fall, Council Member Ryan Cool asked 
the Purcellville Town Manager to send out a 
Request For Proposal. Cool asked for an RFP 
to be sent out so companies could show how 
they would manage the Town’s facility by in-
creasing quality, “not rates.”

Companies of this kind know that regu-
latory authorities require facilities to main-
tain records and performance schedules in 
accordance with the State Operations and 
Performance Manual. The O&P Manual is 
an enforceable part of the municipality’s 
facilities permit.

The Virginia Department of Environmen-
tal Quality is allowed to visit a facility at any 
time, and perform compliance and technical 
inspections at any time as well. A company 
comes in with the realization that Town staff 
has historical knowledge of the facility – 
something that is of extreme value.

Next Steps

Town management has yet to put out 
an RFP to utility management companies. 
The Town has met with Middleburg and 
Hamilton, both of which have the same 
private company working on their behalf, 
and are very pleased with the results.

Town Council will be taking up the 
subject of utility rates and management 
again this month.

Utility rate increases recommended for  
Purcellville – or is there a better way?
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The Purcellville Town Council 
will hold seven work sessions to go 
over Version 6.0 of the Plan Purcellville 
Comprehensive Plan. The dates are as 
follows:

• Thursday, Jan. 9

• Wednesday, Jan. 15

• Thursday, Jan. 16

• Wednesday, Jan. 22 

• Thursday, Jan. 23

• Monday, Jan. 27

• Thursday, Jan. 30

Members of the Town Council will be 
looking over the draft plan and making 
their suggested changes. A few features 
include the designations of Multi-Fam-
ily Use which in the draft plan would go 
on “typically” wide streets and would 
be, “Small-scale two-or three-story 
buildings with three to eight units … 
especially as infill in areas adjacent to 
existing neighborhoods. Larger format 
buildings may be appropriate as part 
of planned developments nearer to the 
highway.”

Page 78 of the draft plan designates 
Hirst East, West End Downtown South, 
and East Main Street “as focus areas 
and all have room to accommodate af-
fordable housing in the form of single 
family residential, multi-family resi-
dential, mixed-use buildings, or senior 
living.”

The category of Mixed-Use Neigh-
borhood Scale is complete with uses 
to include: commercial, retail, of-

fice, institutional/civic, services, and 
multi-family residential – up to two 
stories.

Mixed-Use Medium Scale in the plan 
has commercial, retail, office, services, 
multi-family (including senior living), 
residential in stand-alone buildings or 
upper stories, and townhouses – “two 
to three story buildings being com-
mon” in this area. “Townhomes, du-
plexes, small single-family homes, or 
small freestanding commercial can be 
used as transition into existing resi-
dential.”

Commercial Neighborhood Scale in-
cludes retail, office, services, lodging, 
and restaurants. “Buildings are typi-
cally one to two-stories having resi-
dential character …but may have larger 
footprints and story heights …” But, 
“Concentrations of uses may be more 
intense in these areas with higher lot 
coverage and buildings set closer to-
gether than in the neighborhood scale 
areas.”

Hirst East is located along Hirst Road 
and extends from Hatcher to Maple Av-
enue, and offers, according to the draft 
plan, “prime opportunities,” since it 
is currently mostly undeveloped. The 
draft allows for designations of up to 
three-story buildings, senior housing, 
assisted living and residential units 
on some of the parcels. The draft in-
troduced mixed-use buildings, adding 
commercial in this area as a possibility. 
This area was previously zoned C1-Of-
fice Commercial and CM-1 Local Ser-
vice Industrial.

Purcellville Town Council to 
hold 7 Comp Plan work sessions

The Loudoun County Water and 
Wastewater Program will begin ac-
cepting applications for county as-
sistance with community water and 
wastewater projects starting Jan. 1.

The Water and Wastewater 
Program is designed to support 
Loudoun County communities ex-
periencing issues with deficient or 
non-existent water and/or waste-
water systems with funding and 
other resources. Properly function-
ing water and wastewater systems 

help to assure a cleaner and health-
ier community. 

Communities that need assistance 
are encouraged to learn more about 
the program at loudoun.gov/water-
projects. Applications will be accept-
ed from Jan. 1 through March 31.   

Additional information can be 
found at loudoun.gov/waterprojects 
or by contacting Loudoun County En-
vironmental Program Specialist Scott 
Fincham, at 703-771-5520 or Scott.
Fincham@loudoun.gov. 

Loudoun County offers community  
water and wastewater project assistance
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GOVERNMENT

All Loudoun County locations accept 
recyclables … mixed together.  Card-
board boxes, paper, plastic containers, 
metal cans and glass containers are col-
lected within in the same recycling con-
tainer.  It’s easy.

Bottles, cans, jugs and jars should be 
empty and lightly rinsed out. Cardboard 
boxes should be completely empty and 

flattened. 
Deposit recycla-

bles loosely into the 
recycling collection container.  If you 
transport your recyclables in a plastic or 
paper bag, dump the recyclables into the 
collection container and take your plas-
tic bag with you, the paper bag can go in 
the recycling container.

No plastic bags, period.  Absolute-
ly no Styrofoam packaging or Styrofoam 
peanuts.  Remove all Styrofoam, plastic 
wrap, bubble wrap, plastic strapping and 
any other plastic packaging from card-
board boxes prior to recycling. and dis-
card with your regular household gar-
bage.

Items left on site or “donated for re-
use” such as furniture, exercise equip-
ment, toys, or anything not included in 
the above “Materials Accepted” list are 

considered illegal dumping.

Some tips …

At Home: Pour out any remaining liq-
uids or foods from bottles, cans, jugs, and 
jars. Food and beverage residue should be 
rinsed out.  Try adding a small amount of 
water to the container, put on the lid and 
shake to help with rinsing and to conserve 
water, or use leftover dishwater.

Plastic Bags: If your recyclables are in 
plastic bags, empty them into the des-
ignated recycling bin, and take your bag 
with you to reuse or dispose of with your 
household garbage. Do not attach plas-
tic bags to the recycling bins, and do not 
deposit plastic bags within the recycling 
bins. Bags left at the recycling centers be-
come litter or are mixed in with the re-
cyclables and cause mechanical problems 
at sorting facilities. Plastic grocery bags 
should be returned to grocery stores for 
recycling.

Service Schedule: Recycling dump-
sters are emptied every Monday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday at all locations except 
Park View Recycling Center which is emp-
tied on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

For more information go to www.
loudoun.gov/398/Recycling.Pictured here is the Central Western Loudoun recycling center in Hamilton, on Colonial Highway.

Oops … how to recycle … responsibly
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Attention Lovers of Chocolate

 

Contact us today for a 
FREE consultation!

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Building pictured is not priced in ad. Crew travel required 
over 50 miles. Local building code modifi cations extra. 

Price subject to change without notice. 

FEATURING:

BUILDING 
SPECIALS!

30’ x 40’ x 14’
Starting at $15,374

36’ x 54’ x 15’
Starting at $21,388

WARRENTON, VA
540-216-7695

Strong, Dependable, Proven
                        Built by Cleary!

The Chocolate Palette is on Main 
Street at its seasonal location – 141 
W. Main Street in Purcellville and is 
a delicious treat. They serve various 
gourmet sipping chocolate choic-
es with fresh whipped cream. Treat 
yourself to one of their desserts like 

tiramisu, chocolate mousse, choc-
olate truffles and more. They also 
serve gourmet coffee. The Chocolate 
Palette is a gem and is open Tues-
days through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Sundays from 1 to 7 
p.m.

Loudoun Valley High School is a Vir-
ginia State Finalist in the tenth annual 
Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Contest, 
a $3 million national competition that 
encourages sixth through twelfth grade 
students to creatively uses STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and math) 
skills to solve a community challenge. 

 The project, iStop, is a system that 
will convert any Stop sign into a smart 
Stop sign.  The system is a rectangular 
unit that mounts just below Stop signs, 
and gives drivers visual feedback on 
their speed via a set of LEDs in the shape 
of an inverted cone.  As the drivers slow, 
the height of the LEDs lessens.  Once 
drivers come to a complete stop behind 
the Stop sign, they are shown a reward 
icon.  

The system will also log good and bad 

stops providing actual data of how often 
that Stop signs are ignored.  The goal of 
the system is education.  One of the par-
ticipants said, “We want to educate driv-
ers about what a complete stop means 
and to raise awareness of the stops. We 
also want to raise awareness to law en-
forcement and the community at large 
at how pervasive this has become.”

 As state winners, LVHS receives a tab-
let. For the next stage, a detailed activity 
plan that students will use to move for-
ward in developing the idea will be sub-
mitted. If selected as one of two state 
finalists, LVHS will win $15,000 in Sam-
sung technology and enter the nation-
al level of the competition, where they 
will have to fully realize their idea and 
create a video documenting the product 
and the journey of developing it.

LVHS is a Virginia finalist
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 203 Harrison Street,

 Leesburg, Virginia 20175

tuskies.com   703 771 9300

SPARKLING WINE DINNER

KNOW YOUR BUBBLES

6 COURSES 
PAIRED WITH THE WORLD’S MOST CELEBRATORY BEVERAGE. 

EXPLORE DELICATE WHITES TO ROBUST REDS. 

29 JANUARY  |  7PM  |  $110 INCLUSIVE
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The 2020 Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship will be held at St 
Francis de Sales Catholic Church on Mon-
day, Jan. 20 at 9 a.m. in Our Lady of Victory 
Hall Gym and is open to all boys and girls, 
ages 9-14. All in the Leesburg area commu-
nity and west are invited to participate. 

Check with your local Catholic Parish, 
Knights of Columbus to see if they are 
having this event, if not you are welcome 
to join us. Eligibility is determined by the 
age of the contestant as of Jan. 1, 2020. 

Entry forms can be obtained by email-
ing gkscottgrim86@gmail.com.  A copy 
of your child’s birth certificate must be 
submitted with the completed entry 
form to gkscottgrim86@gmail.com no 
later than Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020, at 
5:00 p.m.  No walk-ins will be accepted 

the day of the event.  Winners will ad-
vance to the District level competition 
on Presidents Day Holiday in February 
anticipated to be at St. Theresa Parish, 
Ashburn. Those winners will advance to 
Richmond for the State Championship.  

Also, The Knight of Columbus Coun-
cil 11136 at St Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church in Purcellville has just concluded 
their Coats for Kids Program for the year. 
Each year the Knights look forward to as-
sisting the children of Loudoun County 
who need coats for the winter and this 
year was the best ever.  They were able to 
donate approximately 400 coats to Cath-
olic Charities, Mobil Hope Loudoun and 
many Loudoun County Public Schools. 
Their goal is to provide even more coats 
next year. 

Knights of Columbus free throw contest – and results of coat drive

The second winner of the Willow-
croft World Language Teacher Grant 
was Erin Boldin, a Spanish teacher at 
Loudoun Valley High School.

A delegation of dignitaries led by one 
of her students, 
Avery Donmoyer, 
who won the Wil-

lowcroft World Language Fluen-
cy Scholarship, honored Boldin 
Nov. 18, at LVHS. 

The $2,000 Willowcroft World 
Language Teacher Grant is 
awarded to the scholarship win-
ner’s world language instructor 
for teaching and mentoring the 
student.

Loudoun Education Founda-
tion, administers Donmoyer’s 
$8,000 scholarship. It will as-
sist with costs associated with 
Donmoyer’s application, regis-
tration and participation in the 
CIEE Spanish Language Inten-
sive in Alicante, Spain, during 
the summer of 2020. 

The scholarship winner undergoes 
testing before and after the immersion 
program to assess their progress in be-
coming fluent in a second language.

Funding this scholarship and grant 
are Lew and Sharon Parker, owners 
of Willowcroft Farm Vineyards. Lew 
Parker is passionate about language 

fluency and feels immersive learning 
is one of the best ways to become flu-
ent in a second language. “Being flu-
ent in a second language is a doorway 
to success. It opens career and social 
pathways that are life-enhancing,” he 
told Boldin’s students after presenting 
a check to Boldin.

Willowcroft World Language Scholarship 
awarded to Donmoyer and Boldin

Spanish Teacher Erin Boldin, Student Honoree Avery Donmoyer, LEF Associate Director Linda 
Russ, LVHS Principal Sue Ross, and Scholarship Sponsors Sharon and Lew Parker. 

COMMUNITY

Local kids  
went all out for 
Chestnut and Zip

In December we asked local kids to 
help Chestnut Flutterley and Zip Winter-
ton – two white tail deer from Loudoun 
County – get Santa’s attention.  Chest-
nut and Zip wanted to be a part of the 
reindeer crew pulling Santa’s sleigh.

We are happy to report that Loudoun’s 
kids came out in force to help, sending 
us dozens of letters of support for the 
two whitetails … which we dutifully de-
livered to Santa.

We consider every child who sub-
mitted a letter to be a winner.  But, our 
official First Place letter-writer was a 
sweetie named Parker R.  Second Place 
letter-writers were Kellan T., Ryan L., 
Olivia P., Georgie H., and Ava T., and our 
Third Place tie winners were Caty J. and 
Clare C.

We thank, also, our distinguished judg-
es: Laura Ogelman, Sue McCollum and 
Liz Jarvis.

Loudoun County is seeking appli-
cants to serve on the Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA). There is one opening for 
an alternate member whose term would 
begin in February 2020. 

The duties of the BZA include hearing 
and deciding: 

• Appeals of administrative decisions 
and notices of violations made in 

accordance with the zoning ordi-
nance; 

• Applications for variances as au-
thorized by the zoning ordinance;

• Appeals from the decisions of the 
Loudoun County Zoning Admin-
istrator regarding interpretation 
of the zoning map where there is 

uncertainty as to the location of a 
zoning district boundary; and

• Applications for special excep-
tions when buildings or structures 
have inadvertently encroached 
into a setback. 

The BZA has five members and two al-
ternates who are appointed by the chief 

judge of the Loudoun County Circuit Court 
for staggered terms of five years. BZA 
members must be residents of Loudoun 
County. The BZA meets approximately 
once a month for a public hearing. 

The deadline to apply for a seat on the 
BZA is Jan. 31. More information, includ-
ing a link to the online application form, 
is available at loudoun.gov/bza. 

Seeking applicants for Loudoun Board of Zoning Appeals
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Mayor Kwasi Fraser pointed out that the SUPs that 
were approved in 2010 were for one restaurant, one 
pharmacy, and one bank. Hankins said that the Zoning 
Administrator was looking at it differently: three drive-
throughs were approved, and one is in. She also noted 
that Sullivan can make minor changes after things have 
been approved. 

In other words, he can move the drive-through lo-
cations, even if it puts two of them right next to each 
other on busy West Colonial Highway. He can also add 
a drive-through to an additional restaurant, even when 
the original drive-throughs were only approved for one 
restaurant.

Fraser said, “Just for the record, my concern here is 
one of time and space. Two thousand ten is a long time 
ago – this Town has grown; traffic has increased, and we 
keep on talking about environmental sustainability; and 
here we are talking about adding a drive-through. So, my 
concern is the time that the traffic study was done to 
now. It is a long lapse. I believe that a new traffic study is 
needed for me to make a decision.” 

Fraser pointed out that the SUP for where a restaurant 
was intended is where the Dunkin’ Donuts is, and not the 
additional proposed site right next to it. “If we grant this 
SUP, is it guaranteed that Panera Bread would come in?” 

Mumau said that no one else has of yet shown interest.
Ogelman said that he would “need input from citizens 

who can tell us what they want.”

25 Years of Award  
Winning Dentistry

Call us today: 540-338-0046
Book an appointment online:

www.roundhillsmiledesign.com

EXPERIENCE 
THE DIFFERENCE 

PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

ZONING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 1

Supervisors.
Returning Supervisor Matthew 

F. Letourneau (R-Dulles) won his 
re-election bid in 2019, and he 
has decided to keep in place for-
mer PC Chair Jeffery F. Salmon. 

Letourneau has resisted what 
he sees as efforts to use the Coun-
ty’s upcoming adoption of a new 
Zoning Ordinance as a way to re-
hash the newly adopted Compre-
hensive Plan. 

Returning Supervisor Kristen 
C. Umstattd (D-Leesburg) has 
reappointed Ad Barnes to the 
Leesburg District PC post. Said 
Umstattd, “He combines a strong 
commitment to small business 
with a genuine affection for our 

towns and rural Loudoun.” Barnes 
was the sole Planning Commis-
sioner to oppose formally cer-
tifying the draft Loudoun 2040 
Comprehensive Plan, which went 
on to be adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors.

Glass a Democratic wildcard?

Newly elected BOS member 
Sylvia Russell Glass (D-Broad 
Run) has selected Michelle L. 
Frank as her Planning Commis-
sioner.

Frank has described herself as 
“A small business owner and top 
producing real estate agent,” and 
is a recipient of the Dulles Asso-
ciation of Realtors Top Producer 
and Washingtonian Top Agent 
awards. Prior to her real estate 

career, Frank worked for vari-
ous private companies offering 
management and professional 
services to federal government 
agencies, and in several govern-
mental affairs positions.

Other PC Choices not yet confirmed

As of press time, the Blue Ridge 
Leader was unable to reach re-
turning Supervisor Koran T. Saines 
(D-Sterling), to confirm his selec-
tion for Planning Commissioner. 
Saines is expected to be elected 
Vice Chairman of the BOS in 2020. 
It has been reported that new-
ly-elected Algonkian Supervisor 
Juli E. Briskman (D) has made her 
choice for PC, but has not con-
firmed, who that is.

Purcellville Art Gallery invites you to their latest art show 
and reception Jan. 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. Come meet & talk with 
the artists featured in their winter show which will run through 
early March. 

Purcellville Art Gallery sells fine art, sculpture. jewelry, art 
prints, pottery and much more – all created by local Loudoun 
county artist. New and exciting this month – the gallery will 
be offering paint like Bob Ross classes taught by a Bob Ross 
certified instructor. Class fee is only $85.00 and includes all 
materials. For more info and to sign up call the gallery at 540-
338-0800.  

Purcellville Art Gallery reception
Paint like Bob Ross  
classes offered Jan 11

BOARD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

no matter how small, to be a positive force in the world. 
To choose forgiveness instead of bitterness, and empathy 
rather than judgment. To choose love over hate, and hope 
over fear. 

I hope you all, my fellow readers, will join me in this 
effort. We will likely fail more often than we succeed. We 
may even be tempted to give up along the way. Yet, the 
choices we make now will help shape the future. Togeth-
er, we can make a difference. And, despite the tumultuous 
times in which we live, I find myself just as hopeful as I 
was ten years ago. A sense of hope rooted in the promise 
of a fresh start as a new decade begins.

Samuel Moore-Sobel is excited for all that is to come, both 
anticipated and unforeseen, in the year 2020 and beyond. 

FIND US ONLINE 24/7: www.BlueRidgeLeader.com
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PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

141 W. Main Street Purcellville

Mon 10am-5pm;   Tues - Sat 10am-8pm;   Sun 1pm-7pm 

www.thechocolatepalette.org

Sipping Chocolates ~ Italian Coffee  ~ Ebelskivers

Decadent Desserts

VALENTINE'S DAY

Order Truffles or our Signature "Un-Hot Chocolate" Tart

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

loudoun county
virginia

141 W. Main Street

Purcellville

NOW OPEN : SEASONAL POP-UP
15 November to 15 March

Sipping Chocolates ~ Italian Coffee ~ Ebelskivers ~ Decadent Dessert

www.thechocolatepalette.org

BRRRR...
IT’S COLD

OUT THERE

Sale ends 1/27/20

We reach local 
shoppers. 

Advertise your 
local business.

advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Small Soup  

& 1/2  

Sandwich

$5

JANUARY

131 N 21st St, Purcellville    (540) 338-7131
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Loudoun Propane
“Your Hometown Propane Company”

(703)777-2051

$2.00/gallon

Only

No extra delivery or hazardous material fees.
Valid for current, former and new customers. 
Amount will be pre-authorized on credit card before delivery.
Price only valid for customer owned tanks 500 gallons and larger.
Please allow one week for delivery and offer subject to expiration without prior notice.

®

®

Clip and Save
Cl
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 a

nd
 S
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e

or less, call Jim for the current price.
(C) 2020, all rights reserved.

BY VALERIE CURY

“Bang, bang, bang, bang.” May 24, 
2014.

These four words – spoken in rapid 
succession by Thomas K. Plofchan, Jr. 
one of the lawyers for the family of 17-
year old Christian Alberto Sierra – obvi-
ously made a big impression on the jury 
in the recent trial of former Purcellville 
Police Officer Timothy Hood.

The Sierra family was represented by 
Plofchan and Jacqueline A. Kramer of 
the Westlake Legal Group in Potomac 
Falls. Julia Judkins of Bancroft, McGavin, 
Horvath and Judkins P.C. in Fairfax rep-
resented Hood.

The trial brought back horrible mem-
ories of the 2014 police shooting death 
of Sierra.

Hood claimed that the suicidal Sierra 
should be held accountable for “con-
tributory negligence, willful and wanton 
contributory negligence,” and that he 
[Hood] acted in “self defense and good 
faith.”

The complaint against Hood put forth 
charges of “gross negligence, willful and 

wanton negligence, and battery” in the 
death of the teen.

In the dramatic and emotional six-
day trial presided over by Judge J. Howe 
Brown, Jr. (Ret.), the seven-person jury 
was clearly persuaded that Hood not 
only shot Sierra without justification, 
but also moved his police vehicle after-
wards to make the scene look more dan-
gerous to himself.

According to the Sierras’ attorneys, 
“The case included evidence of the of-
ficer moving his cruiser to appear in 
danger from the suicidal Christian Si-
erra, the officer changing his account of 
the shooting more than four times, and 
abandoning his training on how to deal 
with a suicidal subject, opening fire on 
Sierra immediately after exiting his ve-
hicle.”

Jurors were also likely persuaded, as 
claimed by the family’s attorneys, that 
Hood provided false/contradictory in-
formation about the sequence of events 
that took place in the mere seconds be-
tween when the officer made eye contact 
with Sierra, and when Sierra lay mortally 

wounded on the pavement.
In the minutes before the police 

shooting took place, Jared Mingo and 
other friends of Sierra had been in a 
nearby home trying to talk him down 
from his attempts to kill himself. Sierra 
had a “small kitchen paring knife” (2 ½ 
inches) which he had been using to cut 
his neck and arms. One of the friends 
had called 911, and Sierra had exited the 
house – followed by his friend Mingo, 
who was trying to prevent him from fur-
ther harming himself.

Hood, responding to the 911 call of a 
suicide attempt in progress, arrived at 
the scene to find Sierra and Mingo sit-
ting on the corner of Fraser Drive and 
Heaton Court – struggling for the knife.

This, according to the Sierra family’s 
attorneys, is when the fateful situation 
began to unravel.

According to a press release from the 
family’s attorneys, the exact sequence 
of events, including Hood’s attempts to 
alter the scene afterwards, is as follows: 
“The two appeared sitting on the corner 
of Fraser Drive and Heaton Court when 

Officer Timothy Hood encountered the 
teens.”

Sierra got up in an effort to distance 
himself from Mingo and was walking 
“briskly” away.

“Within 4.7 seconds of spotting Sier-
ra and Mingo, Hood radioed to dispatch 
that he had located the individuals, 
parked and exited the vehicle, moved 
to the left of his door, shot Sierra [three 
times in the chest and once in the shoul-
der] … and radioed back to dispatch … ” 
Hood’s message: “Shots fired, put sever-
al rounds into him, got the knife,” con-
tinued the press release.

“Evidence revealed,” said the Sierras’ 
attorneys, “that Hood communicated his 
location at 1:31 on the dispatch record 
and finished that call at 1:32 on the re-
cord. [But] Evidence from Hood’s own 
expert established that it would take 
Hood approximately one second to exit 
the vehicle, and two seconds to shoot 
the four shots, and radio back to dis-
patch announcing the shots at 1:35 into 
the dispatch record … ”

EDITOR’S UPDATE 
Purcellville Police Officer Timothy Hood has 
filed a motion to set aside the November 2019 
verdict in which the jury found in favor of the 
Sierra family. The judge denied that motion, 
and Officer Hood has appealed that ruling.

Jury finds for family in shooting death by 
police officer of 17-year old Christian Sierra

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Start the New Year 
with new paint!

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020, 6-9 PM 

Night to Shine, sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation, is an 
unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, 

for people with special needs, ages 14 and older. 
Hosted by Leesburg Church of the Nazarene with support from 

Patrick Henry College 

Registration Deadline: January 10, 2020—Guests and/or 
volunteers may register online at https://www.locolove.church/
night2shine/.  For more info, please visit our website or contact us   
at 703-777-6850 or office@leesburgnazarene.com. 

Barbara S. Williams has been 
selected by the Virginia Law 
Foundation to be a Virginia 
Law Fellow. Williams will be 
inducted into the Class of 2020 
Law Fellows on January 23, 
2020, at a dinner during the 
annual meeting of the Virginia 
Bar Association in Williams-
burg, VA.  The Virginia Law 
Foundation is a philanthropic 
organization formed to pro-
mote the rule of law, access to 

justice and law-related educa-
tion.

The Fellows of the Virginia 
Law Foundation are recog-
nized as leaders in the profes-
sion, not just in their practices 
but in their communities. Wil-
liams is a past President of the 
Virginia Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation as well as the Virginia 
Women Attorneys Association. 
She is an honorary member of 
the Board of Trustees of Brain 

Injury Services and has also 
served on the Loudoun School 
Business Partnership Council 
in the past. She is currently on 
the Board of Directors for the 
Virginia Judges and Lawyers 
Assistance Program.  

“To be named as a Fellow of 
the Virginia Law Foundation 
is a tremendous honor.  The 
Foundation provides grants 
that have real impact on all 
kinds of people in Virginia.  I 

am proud to be a member of 
the Class of 2020 Virginia Law 
Foundation Fellows,” said Wil-
liams.

Williams practices personal 
injury law at WilliamsFord in 
the historic district of down-
town Leesburg, Virginia with 
Cory R Ford and Peter A. Pent-
ony. WilliamsFord is located at 
101 Loudoun Street, SW, Lees-
burg; and the telephone num-
ber is 703-777-6535.

Williams selected to be a Virginia Law Fellow

Loudoun Commissioner of the Revenue 
Robert S. Wertz Jr. recently mailed noti-
fication of 2020 personal property filing 
requirements to all vehicle owners cur-
rently on the County’s tax rolls. Personal 
property includes automobiles, trucks, 
motorcycles, campers, trailers, boats, mo-
torhomes, aircraft, and mobile homes.  

Residents will begin receiving notices in 
the mail with an account number and in-
structions that they will use to review and 
update their personal property tax records 
for the 2020 tax year.  The online process 
allows citizens to review and update in-
formation on the more than 369,000 vehi-
cles now located in the County. 

 Beginning January 1, 2020, citizens 
can access their personal property in-
formation online at loudoun.gov/efile, 
utilizing their tax identification number, 
mailing address ZIP code and unique ac-
count number which is displayed on the 
notice. 

 Residents should report corrections, 
an address change, the sale or disposal 
of a vehicle, or unusually high mileage as 
well as unrepaired body damage or seri-
ous mechanical defect since these factors 
may affect the property’s valuation or the 
number of months a vehicle is taxed in the 
county.  Residents are asked to submit all 

changes by Feb. 3, to assist in establish-
ing accurate assessments for the 2020 tax 
year.  

 To avoid late filing penalties, newly 
acquired vehicles or those recently enter-
ing Loudoun County must be reported to 
the Commissioner of the Revenue within 
60 days of purchase or move to Loudoun 
County or one of Loudoun County’s incor-
porated towns.

 Under a new Loudoun County ordi-
nance, as of Jan. 1, owners of vehicles dis-
playing out-of-state license plates who 
are not otherwise exempt from obtaining 
Virginia license plates will be charged an 
additional annual license fee of $100.  A 
$250 penalty may also be imposed on 
owners of vehicles that are not registered 
with the Department of Motor Vehicles 
within 60 days of the owner’s having es-
tablished residency in Virginia.

For more information or filing assis-
tance, visit loudoun.gov/cor or contact 
the Office of the Commissioner of the 
Revenue at ppdcor@loudoun.gov, or 703-
777-0260.  Residents may also stop by the 
Leesburg office in the Loudoun County 
Government Center at 1 Harrison Street 
SE, or the Sterling office at 21641 Ridge-
top Circle.  Regular office hours are week-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

The Friends of the Thomas Balch Library 
will hold their 25th annual meeting on 
Sunday, Jan. 12,  in the downstairs meeting 
room of the library from 2 to 4 p.m.

The meeting program will be “Oral His-
tory Series: Loudoun’s First Vineyard-An 
Interview with Lew Parker.”

Parker, owner and winemaker, has 
been making award-winning wines for 
over 25 years. He planted his first grapes 
in 1981 and founded Willowcroft Farm 
Vineyards, in 1983, which became the 
first winery in Loudoun County.

Today, Willowcroft farms about 14 
acres of 9,000 vines. The winery has won 
over 300 medals and awards including 
the Jefferson Cup, the double gold med-
al of the Eastern International, and gold 
medals from many California competi-
tions.

Following the program, members of 
the Friends of the Thomas Balch Library 
will elect the 2020 board of directors. The 
Thomas Balch Library is located at 208 
West Market Street, Leesburg. For ques-
tions, call 703-737-7195. 

Friends of the Thomas Balch  
Library Annual Meeting

Personal property filing  
requirements due by Feb. 3
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Randall did not specifically address 
the housing study that Loudoun Coun-
ty produced in 2017 (in contract with 
the George Mason University Center for 
Regional Analysis and Lisa Sturtevant & 
Associates LLC (GMU consulting team) 
to assess the County’s current and fu-
ture housing needs. That study was the 
primary driver of the additional housing 
units worked into the recently-adopted 
Comprehensive Plan.

With housing densities already ap-
proaching critical limits, straining the 
Suburban Policy Area, transforming the 
Transition Policy Area, and threatening 
the Rural Policy Area, Randall did speak, 
however, repeatedly, to “the need to 
protect the nature of western Loudoun 
County.” 

Randall spoke, also to the “need to 
prepare for Metro.” 

The Silver Line Metro has led the 
creation of an entirely new policy area 
in Loudoun County – the Urban Policy 
Area. With complex, transit-oriented 
development patterns, including mixed-
use commercial/residential town-cen-
ter communities, the Urban Policy Area 
will bring an entirely new landscape to 
Loudoun County.

Randall added a fourth priority to her 
legislative must-dos to the BOS agenda 
for the term. “If I had to add a fourth 
priority to the BOS agenda,” she said, “It 
would be to build up the County’s behav-
ioral health services.” 

Randall is a mental health profes-
sional by trade. We asked Randall if 
there is an increased need for mental 
health services based on the County’s 
increasing population, and, perhaps, a 
wider variety of incomes. On this point, 
Randall emphasized that people of all 
incomes need and will avail themselves 
of mental health services if they are 
available. 

We also asked Randall if she believed 
there was a growing divide between 
eastern and western Loudoun County.

Randall told us that she believed that 
this issue is obviously on people’s minds. 
“I think that is a fair question,” she said. 

“I hope to do better in my second term 
to address it.

“I think we need to talk about and un-
derstand how we benefit one another.

“I think there may be a lack of appre-
ciation,” she continued, “about how the 
east benefits from the west and visa-ver-
sa. I will focus on that in my second 
term,” she said.

How do you see the makeup of the 
new Board influencing County policy, we 
then asked Randall.

“The Board did flip politically,” she 
said. “But, when I look back to the previ-
ous Board, I remember that 80 percent of 
our votes on the Board were unanimous 
votes.”

Then, referring to the new Board, she 
said, “We have put in office communi-
ty servants. These people just want to 
serve. The public, sometimes, sees just 
politics. But, we deal with land use and 
local issues every day, and come to good 
decisions. I will also say that when we sit 
in traffic, we don’t sit in that traffic as 
Republicans or Democrats. We sit there 
as problem solvers.”

We also asked Randall about the se-
lection of Forest Hayes as her Planning 
Commissioner.

“I put him in based on his resume,” she 
said. “I considered six candidates for the 
post. My votes are the one that will car-
ry the day. But, he is what I would call 
‘sturdy.’ As members of the Board, we get 
yelled at, and he will get yelled at. I think 
he has a good sense of what areas to pre-
serve, and what areas to develop.”

Randall, in conclusion, made the point 
that with the campaigns and installation 
ceremonies behind the incoming Board, 
it was time to get to work. 

A public Ceremonial Installation Cere-
mony for the new Board was held on Sat-
urday, Jan 4. To meet legal requirements, 
the 2020 – 2023 Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors was sworn in prior to that. 
The Jan. 4 ceremony was followed by a 
wonderful gala benefiting four organi-
zations – the Loudoun YMCA, Loudoun 
Commission on Women and Girls, 
Loudoun Hunger Relief, and The Dulles 
Area Food Pantry.

RANDALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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What are carbon/nutrient credits?

Carbon credits are derived from a regular measurement 
of a tree’s trunk girth as it grows.  Through photosynthesis, 
the trees hold the carbon and release oxygen as they grow, 
effectively cleaning the air of the carbon emissions we 
generate from our cars, our lawnmowers, our coal-burn-
ing power plants, even our farm vehicles. Recent articles 
from major news outlets point to growing trees at scale as 
the best way to face our carbon emissions dilemma. 

Nutrient credits are available to Virginians who grow 
trees near sensitive river systems to clean the water run-
ning off of fields where fertilizer was once used.  Here, 
it’s the roots of the trees that are doing the work, not 
the leaves.” This is a program designed to help clean the 
Chesapeake Bay of sediment, and nitrogen and phospho-
rous pollution. According to the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) these elements account for 
a significant part of the pollution feeding into the Bay.

The models for receiving benefit are very different.  Nu-
trient credits are awarded once the DEQ verifies a success-
ful planting.  Carbon credits are awarded throughout the 
life of the trees.  Both, however, can substantially reward a 
landowner with long-term vision for doing the right thing.  

      Why should Purcellville use the natural assets on Ab-
erdeen?  According to the proposal, three reasons: One, 
to do the right thing for the ecology, two, to make sub-
stantial revenue from the Aberdeen property, and three, 
to create a greenspace recreational park to host equestri-
ans, cyclists, pedestrians, and public events for more op-
erational profit.

How the process works

Banking marketable carbon and nutrient credits for this 

lucrative market is doable, but a fairly technical process, 
which is why the great majority of property owners and 
localities work with carbon/nutrient credits developers to 
meet governmental requirements that ensure their ongo-
ing cash value.

Planting trees (600/acre) and maintaining them with 
a significant success rate is a process that is not always 
easy.  As well, selling the credits means maintaining 
close relationships with those corporate entities look-
ing to offset their carbon footprint. This is what ACRE 
does, and today has planted more than 42 million trees 
on more than 120,000 acres. ACRE has become the larg-
est reforestation company in the world, as measured 
by credit issuance. It has been involved with both the 
carbon and nutrient markets from their inception.  To 
maximize their benefit, the Town needs both carbon and 
nutrient markets.  

The importance of acting now

The presentation made at the Town Council Meeting 
notes that the market for the environmental credits un-
der consideration is strong. Said Town Council Member 
Nedim Ogelman:  “The [Aberdeen] property is already in 
conservation easement. I am excited about looking at this 
… trying to monetize our assets in some harmonious way 
… this is what the Mayor talks about.”  

 Mayor Kwasi Fraser echoed Ogleman’s point: “Histor-
ically, we bought this property in 2009 for $2.17 million. 
We have not gotten any revenue from it. So right now, we 
are getting zero. What we have is 193 acres sitting there, 
that we paid $2.17 million of taxpayers’ dollars for, and 
making nothing.”

Town Manager David Mekarski said, “The opportunity 
for selling environmental credits which are nutrient cred-

its, carbon credits, stream credits, and wetland credits are 
bountiful. This represents one of the greatest opportuni-
ties to not only place our lands in permanent conserva-
tion, but opens the door to an array of public lands that 
the Town owns – to receive significant dollars to supple-
ment the Town’s traditional taxes and user fees.”

Carbon credits are cleaning the air and generating cash in 
Virginia

According to The Virginia Mercury news organization, 
while the carbon credits market has faced hurdles in 
Virginia, the Commonwealth is now among the top ten 
states in the nation, along with Alaska, California, Wash-
ington State, Arizona, West Virginia, Maine, New Mexico, 
Tennessee, and New York, to participate in California’s 
carbon credits market.  Virginia sold over 4.5 metric tons 
of the credits to California from 2013 to 2018; carbon 
credits sold for cash.

Per the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
website, Executive Order 57 directed DEQ “To develop a 
regulation to control CO2 from electric power facilities 
that allows for the use of market-based mechanisms and 
the trading of CO2 allowances through a multi-state trad-
ing program.”

As the introduction to EO 57 states: “Virginia has al-
ready made meaningful strides – between 2005 and 2014, 
Virginia reduced its carbon emissions from power plants 
by 21 percent.”

Carbon credits are using nature to help capture those 
emissions.

See www.virginiamercury.com/2019/08/07/despite-legisla-
tive-blocks-one-form-of-carbon-cap-and-trade-is-alive-
and-well-in-virginia/ for details.

CARBON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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because of the faint young sun phe-
nomena [11].  Thus, we are effectively 
warming the planet more than 20 times 
faster than the greatest extinction 
event of all time and we are also emit-
ting nitrous oxide, methane and many 
man-made greenhouse gases which 
never before existed.  And Conodonts 
were not polluting, overfishing or de-
stroying habitat 252 million years ago 
as we are doing today.

An increase in atmospheric CO2 
concentrations should improve the 
yields of C3 plants including wheat, 
rice and soy but will have little effect 
on C4 plants such as maize, sorghum 
and sugar cane which have a high CO2 
efficiency [12]. On a global scale, pro-
duction of wheat and soy is forecast to 
increase with a 1.5 C temperature rise.  
But at 2 C, that advantage plummets by 
70 percent for soy and disappears en-
tirely for wheat [13].  

Studies which show a pronounced 
improvement in yield due to CO2 fer-
tilization have been conducted in 
greenhouses where all other variables 
are controlled.  Unfortunately, CO2 
increases temperature which large-
ly overwhelms the fertilization effect 
even at 2 degrees warming.  Beyond 
two degrees the higher temperatures 
dominate and production falls.  While 
carbon dioxide fertilization may in-
crease yields of at least C3 plants, up to 
1.5 degrees, it reduces their nutrition-
al value [14] [15].  Increased extreme 
weather including storms, flooding 

and drought which are correlated to 
higher temperatures [16] also reduce 
yields.  For the top four maize-export-
ing countries, accounting for 87 per-
cent of global maize exports, the prob-
ability that they have simultaneous 
production failure in any one year in 
any given 20-year period is 80 percent 
under 2 °C warming and under 4 °C 
warming in any three-year period the 
probability is nearly certain [17].  Such 
a crop failure will collapse the global 
economy if not civilization.

As much as LaFiandra does not like 
models, the values for atmospheric 
CO2 he cites during the last 545 mil-
lion years were derived from models 
[7].  In any event, CO2 had to be higher 
to counter the faint young sun effect.

American Nobel-prize-winning phys-
icist Richard Feynman taught us “Sci-
ence is what we do to keep from lying 
to ourselves.”  It does not make sense to 
throw all of science under a bus because 
of spurious blogs written by industry 
lobbyists Patrick Moore and Pat Mi-
chaels, who do not do science.  LaFian-
dra should read some actual science 
like the IPCC reports or the National 
Climate Assessments to learn about cli-
mate physics.  He might also reflect that 
his smart phone was not created by lob-
byists but by engineers and scientists.

Tony Noerpel is a retired research 
engineer and inventor and writes a 
regular column for the Blue Ridge Leader.

*Footnotes can be found at  
www.blueridgeleader.com

NOERPEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

easements, purchase of devel-
opment rights, and transfer of 
development rights to save the 
west. The Board can actually 
downzone the county as it did 
in 2003, while still protecting 
property rights. 

• The new Board will implement 
the recently-adopted Compre-
hensive Plan by adopting a new 
zoning ordinance. Do not rub-
ber-stamp this tome the plan-
ning department will produce, 
but improve upon it as specific 
zoning provisions are written. 
Be aware of unintended con-
sequences of vague language. 
One example was contorting an 
allowed use (a “personal rec-
reational field”) into an illegal 
landfill near Hamilton. Another 
example –cluster subdivisions. 
They were intended to look like 
rural hamlets but builders have 
warped the rules and built only 
simulacra of generic subdivi-
sions.

• Revise other controlling doc-
uments to halt residential 
growth, such as the Facilities 
Standards Manual (FSM) and 
the Land Subdivision and De-
velopment Ordinance (LSDO). 
There is an advisory committee 
for the FSM, which mostly deals 

with technical civil engineer-
ing, but there is no equivalent 
citizen oversight of the LSDO, 
which focuses on actual site 
plans and development. The 
Board should correct that 
omission, perhaps bringing 
the LSDO under the purview of 
ZOAG, another acronym the Su-
pervisors will come to know.

• Past planning has been based 
on the demand for houses. 
That’s backwards, Instead, de-
cide the maximum population 
and let zoning derive from that.

I assume that none of the Board 
members wanted the job for money 
and fame, and had sincere desires to 
govern Loudoun wisely. The precepts 
above may help define what “wisely” 
means.

“Pressed Rat and Warthog demanded 
I cease,

claiming slander and libel and such.

But I will still write truth as I please.

Developers, methinks, doth protest too 
much.”

Charles Houston developed office 
buildings in Atlanta, and has lived in 
Paeonian Springs for 20 years. His 
songwriting is especially appreciated in 
Estonia, Uruguay and Azerbaijan.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

In other words, evidence showed, Hood pulled up to 
the scene, got out of his vehicle, and started shooting. 
Something about Hood’s account of the timing was ter-
ribly off.

The attorney for Hood, Julia Judkins, painted a differ-
ent picture – saying that Hood had no time to react – as 
Sierra was running toward her client with a knife.

Former Purcellville Lieutenant Joe Schoreck arrived 
from around the corner approximately nine seconds 
after the shooting.

“It was a good shoot,” Hood told Sergeant Guy Din-
kins, who arrived from around the corner approximate-
ly 11 seconds later. His claim was that Sierra was only 
nine feet from his vehicle and was coming at him with 
the knife when he discharged his firearm.

It was this claim that the Sierra family and its at-
torneys said was both contrary to the evidence and 
Hood’s inconsistent testimony. Hood had extensive 
training in how to not to act in haste in potential sui-
cide situations, and trained in the importance of wait-
ing for back up. He was also trained in how to inter-
act with someone who is mentally ill, how to disarm 
someone, and how to not use lethal force. Hood also 
had baton training, and carried a baton and pepper 
spray that day.

Hood’s training included, specifically, how to disarm 
someone who had a knife; get backup in place, assess a 
situation, and approach the scene safely and maintain 

cover. The basic steps include: Stop, look and assess, 
use communication, maintain a safe position, calm 
the person down, use voice and tone as your non-le-
thal weapons. He was aware that suicides are a growing 
problem in the country, and that deadly force should 
only be used as a last resort.

Hood said he had told Sierra to “drop the knife, drop 
the knife.” But, no evidence or court testimony sup-
ported that contention, nor did the split-second bang, 
bang, bang, bang timing, nor did the dispatch record.

Court testimony indicated that when Hood arrived, 
and Sierra broke away from Mingo, Sierra had his knife 
in his right hand at his side – with the sharp part of the 
blade facing backwards. And, he was not wielding the 
knife in a threatening manner, and did not bring it up 
higher than his waist.

After Hood shot Sierra, Mingo ran away, testifying in 
court “I was terrified,” afraid that he would be shot as 
well. Mingo, by all accounts, was just eight feet from 
Sierra when Sierra was shot. Plofchan said that this was 
more evidence of Hood’s poor response to the situa-
tion, because discharging his weapon when someone 
else is in close proximity threatened that person’s life 
as well.

Mingo then testified that when he came back to the 
scene, the officer’s car had been moved. Before, testi-
mony had showed Hood’s car was some 20 feet from 
Sierra. Now, it was closer, perhaps as a way to indicate 
Hood was in more danger than he actually was.

Gary A. Rini, a forensic science consultant, testified 

that Sierra’s body fell on the north side of Fraser Drive. 
Hood showed his parked position when he shot Sierra 
to be on the north side. However, one of the bullets that 
passed through Sierra’s body and landed in a flower pot 
on the south side of the road – rather than the north 
side – proving to Rini that it would have been impossi-
ble for the bullet to have ended up where it did if Hood 
had shot from the north side of the street.

Hood did not pick up the radio before he got out 
of the car to alert police dispatchers or other officers 
about what he saw at the potentially dangerous scene, 
or find out where nearby officers might be. When asked 
why, he simply said, “I felt that I had to react instantly.”

But, said Plofchan, “There is no training that if some-
one has a knife, you have to shoot.”

Sandra Sierra spoke through tears how she was not 
allowed to see her son at the hospital, hold her son, 
touch her son, kiss her son goodbye – until four days 
later at the funeral home. Neither Sandra nor Eduardo 
were even allowed to identify his body.

Christian Sierra is survived by his mother, Sandra Si-
erra, his father, Eduardo Sierra, and his sister.

On Nov. 5, after the six-day trial, the jury found in 
favor of the Sierras in the shooting death of Chris-
tian Sierra. The case formally represented the Estate 
of Christian Alberto Sierra. Compensatory damages 
of $1.1 million were awarded to each surviving family 
member. The jury also awarded some $510,000 in puni-
tive damages.

JURY FINDS FOR FAMILY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 
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Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker
ABRABRABR ABRABRABR

100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B

Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620

linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com
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Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DC

508 E. Market St.
Leesburg  VA  20176

-------
Cell: 703-577-6015

Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

Sam & Ray Rees
Associate Brokers

703-408-4261
Onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

107 East Main Street Suite 1 A
Purcellville Va 20132

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Atoka Properties/Middleburg R.E.
Licensed in Virginia • 540-687-6321

Homes * Farms * Land

serving Western Counties sinCe 2003

Kim Hurst
703-932-9651

YourCountryHome.net

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland

See our ad on 
the back cover

Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Commercial
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall RepairsJoel Welter

Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983 Offering 10% winter 

discounts on all interior work

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and 
HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law 
makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and 
handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for 
real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an 
equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair 

Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; 
for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290;  email – fair hous-
ing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

SWEET JENNY

(540) 454-4001   
Brenda@SweetJennyPetSitting.com

Pet Care and House Sitting
Domestic Pet Care
Farm Animal Care
House Sitting
Mid-Day Visits

Find us on FB:  
Sweet Jenny Pet Care

f

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us

703-771-1110

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
LynneMcCabe@kw.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

CL
AS

SI
FI

ED
S 

1987 Ford 1210 Diesel 
tractor, 3 cylinder, 474 hours, 
4-wheel drive, PTO in rear, 
cold starter, Hydraulic lift-3 pt 
linkage, front weights, with 
bush hog and cart – $3,500.  
Email  patmills137@yahoo.
com.

Decluttering? 
“One man’s trash 
is another man’s 

treasure”
Place a classified.  

Email us at 
advertise@

blueridgeleader.com

Diesel Tractor For Sale
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avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing  l Repairs

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

WINTERSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

New Roofs/ 
Roof Repair

Siding Repairs/
Replacement

Skylight Repairs/
Replacement

Flat Roofs

Cedar Shakes

Wood Trim 
Replacement

Flashing Repairs

Storm Damage 
Claims

Hudson Roofing 
Company 

We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship 

FREE ESTIMATES
703-615-8727

HudsonRoofingCO@aol.com  
• No Job Too Small

• Owner Supervised
• Emergency 24 Hour Repairs 

Over 30 years experience with more than 
12,750 satisfied customers

VA Class A License 2705-028844A

ROOFING, SIDING,
WINDOWS, GUTTERS

OCHOA’S
FLOORING

Carpet Installation – Floor Installation – Carpet Cleaning 
Hardwood Re-Finishing – Laminate Installation

FREE ESTIMATES!

703-597-6163
AngelOchoa1103@yahoo.com

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/OchoasPainting

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

Home of  the Shenandoah Craftsman

540-465-8055
28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA 22657

StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com

CARPET - VINYL - HARDWOOD - WATERPROOF FLOORING
CERAMIC TILE - LAMINATE FLOORING

Stone HouSe FloorS

StoneHouseFloorsVa.com

Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

PREMIERCCW Permit Course
Pistol Shooting & Safety Training
Home Firearm Safety Training
703.477.0751
RILA_CCW@outlook.com

The 2nd Amendment  
“Our Constitutional Right  
& Our Patriotic Duty”

Credit cards accepted. Gift certificates available. Certified Instructor
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Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT L   CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

BALCH’S
TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Servicing Loudoun County since 1995

701A W. Main Street, Purcellville, VA • 540-338-7447
www.balchstransmissionservice.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

703-298-4090
Peter Guarino, Owner  

Pgua545705@gmail.com

Just One Call May Solve It All!

Kitchen • Baths
Basements • Plumbing 

Electrical • Carpentry
PETE’S 

HANDYMAN 
SERVICE

Licensed and Insured

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES
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