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PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

County pencils in replacement of Philomont, 
Round Hill, and Hamilton fire stations
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Baby bird 
extravaganza 
at Southern 
States, 
Purcellville
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BY ANDREA GAINES

They are Golden Lakenvelders … Rhode Is-
land Blues … Lavender Orpingtons … Barred 
Cochins … Prairie Bluebells … Buff Plymouth 
Rocks … Speckled Sussex, and, well too many 
more to mention – dozens and dozens more, in 
fact.

Are these types of flowers?  Funny people 
who dress up in costume and do funny dances?   
Surprise!  These are varieties of farm birds – 
chickens, guinea fowl, ducklings, goslings, and 
pheasants.

From late February through mid-May Southern 
States in Purcellville brings in freshly- hatched, 

carefully transported one-day old chicks, and, 
in some cases pullets – 17-week-old birds of just 
about laying age – for sale in the store.

We interviewed the lady in charge this early 

BY ANDREA GAINES

Loudoun’s FY 2021 budgeting process 
has drawn attention to Capital Investment 
Program plans related to three historic fire 
stations in the western part of the County. 
The stations are part of what is known as 
the Loudoun County Combined Fire and 
Rescue System. Comprised of over two 
dozen career and volunteer companies, 
many of which have been in existence for a 
half-century or more, the system operates 
under the direction of Chief Keith Johnson.

The stations scheduled to be replaced 
include those of the Round Hill Volunteer 
Fire Department, organized in 1938, the 
Village of Philomont Volunteer Fire De-
partment, started in the early 1950s, and 
the Hamilton Volunteer Fire Department, 
serving the community since 1944. 

Combined, the CIP plans call for a total 
of 63,500 square feet of new fire and rescue 

space for these three fire departments, at a 
cost of $72.5 million. Those plans include:

Replacement of Round Hill Station #4

Round Hill marked the opening of a 
large, new Western Loudoun Sheriff’s Sta-
tion in 2016. The proposed new fire station 
would be a part of the County’s public safe-
ty approach to this part of the area.
Size of replacement station: 23,300 sq. 
ft. (19,800 sq. ft. – new Fire Station #4, 
3,500 sq. ft. – sheriff station renovation) 
Location: Not available, according to the 
FYI 2010 Proposed Budget 
Estimated Completion: 2026 Timeline: 
Land, FY 2021; design, FY 2021, 2022, 
2023; construction, FY 2024, 2025, 2026 
Cost: $25.8 million (design – $5.5 million, 
land – $1.4 million, construction – $16.5 
million, “other” – $2.4 million)

According to the CIP, “This project pro-

vides funding to design and construct a re-
placement 19,800 square-foot Round Hill 
fire station. The facility will include appa-
ratus bays, bunkroom

facilities, a training room, break room, 
restrooms, showers, food preparation and 
dining areas, laundry and decontamina-
tion areas, and supply storage. It will also 
include a gear and hose drying area, a 
breathing apparatus air compressor room, 
a fitness room, offices, and a repair shop. 
The Station will include the addition of a 
brush truck.

“The project also includes a 3,500 
square-foot addition to either the planned 
fire station or the Western Loudoun Sher-
iff’s Station to provide a community meet-
ing room and ancillary support for the 
community room (restrooms, vestibule 
access, and additional required parking).”

Replacement of Philomont Station #8

The current Philomont Fire Station is 
a mainstay of this small village, located 
next to both the historic Philomont Gen-
eral Store and the Philomont Community 
Center. Many of the roads in the immediate 
area – dominated by small agricultural and 
equine operations – remain unpaved. The 
current station underwent major renova-
tions in just the last several years.
Size of replacement station: 18,500 sq. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24»

A customer admiring one 
of the chicks, “Oh, mom, 
can we take some home?” 
This question will be asked 
throughout the coming 
months!



 203 Harrison Street,

 Leesburg, Virginia 20175

tuskies.com   703 771 9300

featuring wines from some of the 

best female winemakers in the world
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BY ANDREA GAINES

St. Patrick’s Day is not really known 
as a “subtle” holiday.

Grown adults show up at work wear-
ing bright green pants, or, if they are 
more reserved, bright green socks or a 
bright green silk tie.

Walking down the street, you’ll see 
someone breaking into an Irish step-
dance, the tiny green ribbon on their 
lapel the only thing that looks remotely 
Irish.

And, all of a sudden, corned beef and 
cabbage is everyone’s favorite meal.  
Even vegetarians get into the act.

Of course, the most common way to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day is to search 
your closet that morning and find 
something green, anything green, to 
wear.

But, why should you take all the 

responsibility.  Why not let our four-
legged friends do the talking for St. Pat-
rick’s Day this year.

We got this idea from a reader who 
told us she was at her vet’s office on St. 
Patrick’s Day one year and in walked 
a tiny little dog dressed up as a Lep-
rechaun – green velvet two-piece suit 
with rhinestone buttons, sparkling 
green booties, and a tall, bright green 
sequined hat.  The dog was loving all of 
the attention, oblivious to the fact that 
he looked absolutely ridiculous.

You can take that more garish ap-

proach, or be more subtle with your pet.
Tie a green ribbon around your dog’s 

tail.  Cats of course will not tolerate 
that kind of suggestion from a human.  
But, all but the most persnickety dogs 
won’t even notice. 
You can probably get away with tying 
that green ribbon around your cat’s col-
lar – if they have one.  Just don’t let said 
cat get near a mirror; for they would be 
horrified at what they see.

A green neck scarf or bandana is a 
good idea for a dog, too.  But, again, 
unless your cat is used to being dressed 
up, avoid that.  For cats, and the neck 
area, think about a feather boa.  Cats 
are attracted to anything with feathers.  
They put it in their mouth, shred it with 
their claws and otherwise go off and 
amuse themselves.  They can be cruel 
that way.  But, give the green feather 
boa a shot.  

Doggie sweaters, in any shade of 
green are a good choice, too.  And, go 
all out if your dog spends this time of 
year in a sweater or jacket of some kind.  
Just coordinate the sweater or doggie 
jacket with a green scarf and/or a bright 
green ribbon.

Finally, there is the subject of the 
head.  If you have an old St. Patrick’s 
Day hat around, secure it to your dog’s 
head with an elastic band and go forth 
into the neighborhood.  With respect to 
cats and headgear, get your cell phone 
ready, plop the hat on the cat’s head, 
grab a selfie, and send it out as a text.  
No one needs to know the headgear 
was promptly ripped off and stuffed 
under a bed somewhere.

Now, as we are out here in western 
Loudoun County, there is always the 
option of letting our farm animals – 
horses, goats, cows, chickens – do the 
talking on St. Patrick’s Day.  We’ll leave 
that creative exercise up to you.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

St. Patrick’s Day.  
Subtle or not so subtle, 
let the pets do the talking

A fun St. Patrick’s Day foodie idea:  Coddle 
is a layered Irish dish, made in a crock pot or 
casserole, meant to use up leftovers – meats, 
potatoes and other starches, and onions and 
other veggies.  Sometimes the chef adds a 
bit of Irish stout to give the dish some extra 
richness and flavor.  Cream can also be used, 
and lots of flavorful herbs. Find a recipe that 
might work with some of the leftovers in 
your refrigerator.  Just don’t forget to add 
something … green.

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fras-
er paid a visit to the Emerick Ele-
mentary fourth grade class Friday, 
Feb. 28, to discuss the importance 
of documents ranging from the US 
Constitution to the Town’s budget 
and Comprehensive Plan. 

When discussing the Town bud-
get, the class learned how a tax dol-
lar is spent in Purcellville. The class 
had recently learned about frac-

tions, so seeing the dollar broken up 
into percentages of how each dollar 
is spent – was very interesting to 
them. 

The class also agreed that a dollar 
bill can be considered a document, 
because it stores and provides in-
formation. After 45 minutes of dis-
cussion with questions and answers, 
the students were off to their next 
class for the day.

Emerick fourth graders 
learn about documents

Discover Purcellville, a com-
munity non-profit, is seeking 
Artists for their 4th Annual 
Summer art project “Painted 
Benches around Purcellville”. 

For 2020, custom made wood 
benches are available – and crafted 
right here in Hamilton for Loudoun’s 
creative artists to paint. The past three 
summers Discover Purcellville coor-
dinated the very popular community 
art’s project “Painted Barrels around 
Purcellville” and “Painted Benches 
around Purcellville.” These previous 
projects drew rave reviews and lots of 
media coverage for Purcellville.  

Once completed the Painted Bench-
es around Purcellville will be displayed 
around town from May through Oc-
tober, in front of local businesses that 

have sponsored one. 
In October they will be auctioned off 

to raise money for the Purcellville Art 
Gallery, and other community projects 
spearheaded by Discover Purcellville. 

This year all artists will to create a 
Purcellville/western Loudoun theme 
for this year’s painted benches project. 
As in past years – it is anticipated to 
attract a good deal of media cover-
age for Purcellville and all the tal-
ented artists.  Interested in painting 
a bench?  Contact Michael Oaks at 
Dpurcellville@gmail.com or Text 540-
383-0009. 

Sign up to 
sponsor 
and paint 
a bench
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MOORE-SOBEL

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

Do you ever wonder if your job is getting 
the better of you? 

In her new memoir, Smacked: A Story 
of White-Collar Ambition, Addiction, and 

Tragedy, author Eileen 
Zimmerman writes of her 
ex-husband’s journey to-
ward an untimely demise. 

Her ex-husband, Peter, 
was a partner at an intel-
lectual property law firm in 

California. He obtained a graduate degree 
in chemistry, before opting for a career in 
law. “Having grown up in a low-income 
family, he didn’t want to worry about pay-
ing the bills again,” Zimmerman wrote in 
The New York Times.

It wasn’t until after Peter’s death that 
his family learned of his secret battle with 
drug addiction. We don’t know all the rea-
sons why Peter became addicted to drugs. 
Perhaps he was struggling with his mental 

health or his chronic back pain. (Zimmer-
man talked of Peter’s chronic back pain 
in an interview on NPR.) Meeting the de-
mands of his job likely played a role, too. 
A job he remained dedicated to until the 
very end. “The history on his cellphone 
shows the last call he ever made was for 
work. . .” Zimmerman wrote.

Peter’s story can affect us in different 
ways. Zimmerman responded by pursuing 
an advanced degree in social work, moti-
vated in part by the circumstances sur-
rounding her ex-husband’s death. Peter’s 
story also seems like another lesson on the 
danger of letting work consume me. 

I see how easy it is for so many of us 
to fall into the same trap. While circum-
stances may differ, many of us have trou-
ble achieving a suitable work/life balance 
in the digital age. As professionals, we 
carry our laptops with us, or have e-mails 
and inter-office communications on our 
phones. We can be contacted at any point 

of the day or night, summoned to work at 
a moment’s notice. 

“The more money you make, the higher 
the expectations,” a mentor of mine recent-
ly told me. Perhaps this serves as a caution-
ary tale. As the saying goes, “Moderation in 
all things.” Yet achieving this aim, at least 
when it comes to vocation, is tricky. 

While perhaps it’s true that being a law-
yer has unusual demands, I think the ten-
dency to work long hours exists through-
out the workforce. I have struggled in this 
area, regularly checking emails after hours 
and answering messages over inter-office 
communication late into the night. I rarely 
take a day off; and even when I do, I find 
it hard to stop thinking about work. Who 
among us hasn’t found it true that it can 
be hard to leave work at the office? 

In no way am I saying that all worka-
holics will share the same ending to their 
story. Nor am I advocating that people to 
take their jobs less seriously, nor that it is 
wrong to pursue a successful career. Yet 
I wonder if it is possible to achieve some 
sort of balance, where we build a success-

ful career, without neglecting our personal 
lives. 

Over the last few weeks, I’ve been doing 
my best to stop responding to late night 
emails or messages. I still work long hours, 
but I do my best to create space in my 
schedule to be emotionally present with 
those I love. It’s been an adjustment, but 
I’ve started to notice an increase in my 
quality of life. Not to mention that taking 
time for myself makes me sharper at work, 
since I have time to recharge and perform 
at a higher level. 

So, to those of you struggling with leav-
ing work at the office, just remember that 
while work is important, it isn’t everything. 
Being successful can only take us so far. 
I would wager that Peter’s family would 
have willingly traded all of his success for 
his presence. After all, money could never 
make up for what they have lost. 

Samuel Moore-Sobel has long been known 
for his workaholic tendencies by those clos-
est to him. He is hopeful the new habits he 
has formed will continue to take hold. 

When work consumes

Periodically reviewing your investments 
to help ensure they are on the right track is 
an important and meaningful measure in 
working toward your financial goals. Here 
is a simple but valuable way to get more 

from your investment 
strategy. When your next 
brokerage statement ar-
rives, check your account 
profile to make sure that 
all the sections are accu-
rate and up to date. This 
includes your investment 

objective, risk tolerance, and time horizon.
Investment objective. Focusing on 

your investment objectives helps your 
financial advisor align the other parts of 
your investment strategy – risk tolerance, 
time horizon, and liquidity needs – ap-
propriately. Asset allocation models are 
grouped within three overarching portfo-
lio orientations:

Income: Portfolios that primarily seek 
current income with minimal consider-
ation for capital appreciation. They usual-
ly have less exposure to historically more 
volatile growth assets.

Growth and Income: Portfolios that seek a 
blend of current income and capital appre-
ciation. They usually have some exposure 
to historically more volatile growth assets.

Growth: Portfolios that primarily seek 
capital appreciation with minimal consid-
eration for current income. They usually 
have significant exposure to historically 
more volatile growth assets.

Risk tolerance. Many investors differ 
when it comes to factoring risk into their 
investment strategy. Each investment 
strategy should include an appropriate 
mix of investments, based on the client’s 
objectives. Risk tolerance is the amount 
of risk you’re willing and able to accept in 
order to pursue your financial goals. Risk 
tolerance should be viewed along the fol-
lowing continuum:

1. Conservative investors accept the 
lowest amount of risk.

2. Moderate investors seek a balance 
between stability and appreciation 
in their portfolio.

3. Aggressive investors accept a higher 

risk for losses while seeking greater 
potential for returns.

Time horizon. How long do you plan to 
invest before you’ll need the money? The 
answer, of course, depends on your stage 
in life and your goals. Your time horizon 
is the expected number of months, years, 
or decades you plan to invest toward your 
financial goals.Time horizon is generally 
expressed as: 

• Immediate – Less than 1 year

• Very short-term – 1 to 3 years

• Relatively short-term – 3 to 5 years

• Intermediate – 5 to 10 years 
Long-term – More than 10 years
When checking your portfolio’s align-

ment, it’s also a good idea to make sure 
you’ve accounted for your liquidity needs. 
Liquidity need represents the extent to 
which a customer desires the ability or has 
financial obligations that dictate the need 
to quickly and easily convert to cash all or 
a portion of an investment. For reference, 
cash is the most liquid asset, while real es-
tate, fine art, and collectibles are all rela-
tively illiquid. Liquidity needs include:

• Significant (primary need is liquidity)

• Moderate (may need quick access to 
cash)

• None (have other sources of cash)

When building your portfolio, it’s im-
portant to evaluate whether your current 
plan is aligned with your current goals and 
risk tolerance. Talk with your financial 
advisor to help ensure your strategy is on 
track to achieve your goals.

Our firm does not provide legal or tax advice.  
This information is not intended to be a client-
specific suitability analysis or recommendation, 
an offer to participate in any investment, or a 
recommendation to buy, hold, or sell securities.   
This article was written by Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of Richard Ricci in 
Washington, D.C. at (202) 364-1605.  
Investments in securities and insurance 
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE  
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a 
registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.  
© 2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All 
rights reserved.   
CAR Approval Number: 0119-04566 
CAR Expiration Date: 8/01/2020

RICHARD RICCI

Review Your Investment Objective

JOHN CONSTANT
A S S O C I A T E  B R O K E R
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Five areas of research every 
parent should know about
BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

With all of the advances in medi-
cine and science, raising children today 
should be easy right?  I suppose in many 

ways the knowledge we 
currently have, and our 
immediate access to it 
via technology, can make 
parenting less complicat-
ed.  But what about all of 
the misinformation that’s 

promoted in the news and that floods 
our social media accounts?  Throw in 
long commutes, getting your kids to ac-
tivities and the various other parental 
responsibilities, and finding the time to 
read-up on research informed parenting 
dos and don’ts can be difficult.  As a child 
psychologist, I’m informed by research, 
and as much as possible, I think parents 
should be too.  The following are five ar-
eas of research that I think every parent 
should know about: 

Exercise and Athletics.  Forget about 
the old stereotype of “the dumb jocks,” 
research studies have repeatedly shown 
that children who exercise and who are 
fit perform better academically than 
children who are less active. In addition 
to improved academics, children who 
engage in sports have higher self-esteem 
and leadership skills, do better social-
ly and have fewer emotional, substance 
abuse and behavioral problems.  

Athletes and students who exercise 
on a regular basis are also more likely 
to finish high school and graduate from 
college than students who are not ath-
letic or do not exercise consistently –  
one study found that former competitive 
high school athletes earn somewhere in 
the ballpark (pardon the pun) of 5 to 15 
percent more across their careers.

Family Time.  Spending quality time 
with your child is extremely beneficial 
in a number of ways.  Spending time to-
gether as a family instills emotional se-

curity and helps to strengthen relational 
bonds and interpersonal skills for your 
child.  It also provides opportunities for 
children to learn about their parents’ 
values and morals, as well as family ritu-
als and traditions.  

Moreover, 60 years ago the average 
family dinner time was 90 minutes, to-
day it’s reported to be about 12 minutes.  
Studies have shown that children who 
eat dinner at least three times a week 
with their family have better grades, and 
lower rates of emotional, social and be-
havioral problems. 

Sleep.  Research has shown that near-
ly 25 percent of children will experience 
sleep problems at some point during 
childhood, and children with sleep prob-
lems have lower academic performance.  
Research in this area supports the no-
tion that successful students tend to 
sleep more. Sleep experts recommend 
that children between 3 and 6 years of 
age should get 10-12 hours of sleep per 
night, children between the ages of 7 and 
12 years of age should get 10-11 hours of 
sleep per night, and children between 12 
and 18 years of age should get 8-9 hours 
of sleep per night.

Nutrition.  Research in this area has 
consistently shown that children with 
poor nutrition have greater cognitive/
intellectual, social, emotional and be-
havioral problems compared to children 
who eat healthily.  And beyond your 
child’s mental health and IQ, poor food 
choices can lead to physical problem 
(e.g., obesity and diabetes).     

Technology.  While it’s tempting for 
parents to rely on screens to keep their 
younger children happy and occupied, 
parents really want to keep screen time 
use to a minimum for infants and tod-
dlers.  More specifically, research sup-
ports no screen time – to very limited 
screen time for children under 2 years 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

DR. MIKE
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BY JOE LAFIANDRA

By the time this article is published, in-
fections from the coronavirus that origi-
nated in China will probably reach 150,000 
with a death toll of 3,000. Luckily, most of 

the cases are still in 
China. Unfortunately, 
the death rate appears 

to range from 2.5 to 3 percent. The an-
nual death rate in the U.S for the flu is 0.1 
percent with an estimated 60,000 people 
dying each year from the flu or its compli-
cations. 

Many diseases like the new coronavirus 
(now called Covid-19) end up infecting a 
majority of the population, and become 
what is called a pandemic, where the dis-
ease spreads worldwide in an uncontrolled 
manner. This often happens when the 
disease spreads to and from third world 
countries where normal health care re-
sources are limited.

 According to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), it appears that this is 
starting to happen now. Pandemics are 
devastating to a population; the so called 
“Spanish” flu in 1918 became a pandemic 
with 50 million people dying worldwide. 

There are a lot of things we don’t know 

about this virus but, we do know that the 
disease spreads more easily that the flu, 
and that the death rate of those who get 
the disease is much higher than the flu. 
There is currently no vaccine or known 
medication that can stop the virus. Gov-
ernments are frantically trying out known 
anti-viral drugs and developing multiple 
experimental vaccines. The current esti-
mate for a human vaccine to be available 
is at least a year, which will be too late if it 
becomes pandemic. 

Consider these numbers, if 50 percent 
of the U.S. population gets the disease, 
it is estimated that more than 4 million 
Americans will die. While governments 
around the world are enforcing quaran-
tines on Chinese travelers and other areas 
with known cases of the Covid-19 virus, 
there are many things, you, the health care 
system, and businesses can do to slow the 
spread of the disease. 

So, what can be done beyond the stan-
dard advice of washing your hands, don’t 
touch your eyes and mouth, don’t share 
food or drink, avoid crowds, and don’t 
make contact with sick people? 

You are probably aware of some of these 
following suggestions. Wearing a standard 

mask isn’t one of them, this type of mask 
will only limit you from spreading germs 
to other people; viruses floating in the air 
around you will pass right through a stan-
dard mask. If you walk into a room where 
someone who is infected has coughed, 
there is little you can do short of leaving 
quickly or wearing a bio-hazard suit to 
prevent you from inhaling the contami-
nated air. The answer is, the infected per-
son must cough into a tissue or the crook 
of his/her arm. 

What I am going to concentrate on is 
preventing you from bringing the disease 
to your body by touching contaminated 
surfaces. Your skin has evolved over mil-
lions of years to be a barrier against for-
eign organisms but, pathways into your 
body such as the eyes, mouth, and other 
mucus membranes will allow these organ-
isms to enter your body.

Before we start, the real question is how 
long does Covid-19 remain viable on sur-
faces that you may touch? The answer is 
we really don’t know exactly. We do know 
that the Covid-19 virus can remain alive 
for as many as 9 days on some surfaces. 
Stainless steel and plastic surfaces seem 

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

“All politics is local,” or so claimed for-
mer Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill. 
Old Tip once passed out in his dinner plate 

at a St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner at the Hiberni-
an Society in Charles-
ton, an unrelated tidbit 

I’m passing along simply because I know 
a witness to that splat. The adage aged 
better than Tip’s meal and is endlessly re-
peated by politicians and the media. They 
might be using it incorrectly. 

Despite the blare of national politics, I 
tender a more accurate saying: “Local pol-
itics is local.” With around two months of 
freshly-constituted boards, committees 
and commissions here in Loudoun Coun-
ty, let’s see how local politics is panning 
out.

The Board of Supervisors

I rooted for a bi-partisan slate of candi-
dates and all but one, maybe two, won. My 
preferences were not about social issues, 
guns, climate, abortion or any of those 
things. I just wanted a Board with a major-
ity of Supervisors who cared enough about 
Western Loudoun to protect it with good 
land use policies. I think we got that.

Every candidate in every district seemed 
to voice support for the west. Time will test 
their sincerity, but so far so good. There 
were some early votes by the Board that 
were very encouraging, such as rework-
ing the makeup of the powerful Loudoun 
Water Board. We just saw a similar vote for 
membership on the Facilities Standards 
Manual Public Review Committee. Sounds 
dull as dirt, but the FSM is the document 
that controls how houses and roads must 
be built; it affects everyone. The former 
FSM committee had been packed by a sin-
gle, departed supervisor, and at first glance 
it looked like my new Supervisor, Caleb 
Kershner, was doing the same thing.

It turns out that his motives were log-
ical – he simply asked the FSM chairman 
whom he should be appoint to that com-
mittee, got that guy’s list of names and 
nominated them. Unfortunately, too many 
of them were pro-development types. 
People objected and ultimately additional 

nominees were brought forward. Caleb 
showed grace during this give-and-take, 
and the newly confirmed FSM committee 
appears to be fairly balanced.

Supervisors from eastern Loudoun com-
prise the majority of the new Board and so 
far, it looks like most of them will support 
land conservation in the west. I’m particu-
larly glad that Mike Turner is one of them 
– he’s impressed me as not just a support-
er of rural Loudoun, but someone who is 
levelheaded and open-minded. I’m happy 
with the holdovers from the old Board, 
especially Tony Buffington who has been 
stalwart in his dedication to saving our ru-
ral countryside.

Phyllis Randall

Phyllis looks like she’s at the top of her 
game. When you become a member of any 
new group, you face a very steep learning 
curve. Phyllis climbed that curve in her 
first term. Now she’s been reelected Chair 
of the Board, a well-earned position.

She got my vote, she got some of my 
money, and if she ever wants my help on 
anything, she’ll get it, too. Loudoun is 
lucky to have her leadership.

The Planning Commission

In an Op-Ed a year or so ago I consigned 

most of the then-members of the Planning 
Commission to the lower levels of Dante’s 
Hell. They were a wretched bunch, often at 
odds with the Supervisors who appointed 
them, always at odds with the west, and 
generally in bed with developers. 

One who remains, Jeff Salmon, report-
edly presumed that he would be the chair-
man of this powerful commission. Not 
so fast, Jeff. Your fellows chose someone 
else.I consider three of the nine members 
as my friends and I hear good things about 
some of the others. That leaves me opti-
mistic that the Board and the PC will work 
together, and towards the ends we want.

You Coward!

Yes, you! The County has 39 commis-
sions, committees, boards, councils and 
groups, all comprised of ordinary cit-
izens. Some sound boring, others are 
boring, but each one has a role to play in 
what Loudoun is and what it will become. 
Commonsense, diligence and a modicum 
of intelligence are all that’s required of 
volunteers, even on some of the groups 
that sound technical.

There are still more than sixty (60!!!) un-
filled positions on these boards. Every one 
of you has something to offer, but too many 
Loudoun citizens seem to be too busy, too 
lazy or simply don’t care. Prove me wrong 
and volunteer. (You can easily find how to 
do that on the County website. Here’s the 

OPINION

Elections and Consequences  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

— It Seems to Me —

What we can do to help prevent a Coronavirus Pandemic

OPINION
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Dear Editor:
The voters of the 10th Congressional 

District will have a golden opportunity 
to help drain “The Swamp” in Novem-

ber.  Matt Truong, a 
Conservative Repub-
lican from Fairfax 

County, is running to unseat the Dem-
ocrat incumbent, Jennifer Wexton, who 
has done nothing for the citizens of her 
district here in Virginia.  Instead, she has 
spent her entire tenure spewing false-
hoods about President Trump, in a fruit-

less effort participating in an attempted 
coup aimed at reversing the election of 
November 2016. 

Matt Truong has a compelling story of 
human grit and determination to suc-
ceed against the greatest of odds.  Com-
ing to the United States after the fall of 
the South Vietnamese government – he 
was one of the “boat people” – and he 
knows exactly how evil socialism is – 
supported by our modern Democrat Par-
ty and Wexton. He is a shining example 
of what immigrants can and should do 

to succeed against the greatest of odds 
by doing it the right way, that is, legally. 

I have known Matt Truong for several 
years and can say to anyone who will lis-
ten – this is a man of honor and integrity 
who will work for us and not for himself 
or The Swamp.  

His record of success in the private 
sector is enviable and is a testament to 
his work ethic, intelligence, and get-it-
done attitude.  Matt Truong is a strong 
supporter of our constitutionally be-
stowed right to bear arms, and will fight 

for that right on our behalf.  He wants 
to audit the federal government to scale 
down agencies and departments where 
needed. He is for term limits for all elect-
ed officials, and wants to build that big, 
beautiful Wall on our southern border 
ASAP.  He also wants to have the death 
penalty applied to anyone who kills a 
law enforcement officer.  The last person 
I heard talk like that got elected Presi-
dent three years ago.  Sign me up!

Lou Di Leonardo 
Springfield

Dear Editor:
The annual Philomont Horse Show 

will not be gracing the Philomont Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s historic show 
grounds in April, 2020. But, if the Philo-
mont community has anything to do with 

it … it will be back. 
On April 27, 1957, the 
fire department host-

ed their first fundraiser, the Philomont 
VFD Horse Show. The annual tradition 
has continued for over six decades with 
the support of volunteers, sponsors and 
riders enjoying one of the longest run-
ning horse shows in Loudoun County. 

The Philomont VFD was established n 
1956. Residents supported the new orga-
nization the best they could, but needed 
some fundraising ideas. First, came the 
horse show and then “Pit Beef BBQ,” with 
both events held in the spring and fall. 
The Philomont VFD Ladies Auxiliary, also 
established in 1956, held fundraisers in 
support of the all-volunteer crew, too.

In the beginning, the horse show was 
held at the Griffith family farm on Col-
chester Rd. Then in 1962, in support of 
the Philomont community and the vol-
unteer fire department, the Pierce family 
sold a seven-acre parcel along the his-
toric Snickersville Turnpike to the Phi-
lomont VFD … for pennies on the dollar. 
This established a forever home for the 
Philomont Horse Show and other events 
for the Philomont community. Philomont 

residents played baseball games on the 
weekends. Today, a local equine group 
continues to use the grounds for practice.

As we entered the 21st century, atten-
dance at the BBQ, held on Mother’s Day 
weekend, began to decline, due to com-
petition with numerous events being 
held in Western Loudoun. The Philomont 
VFD horse saw a decline in the last five 
years, and it became more difficult to get 
volunteers to help. 

Population increases in Loudoun 
County have challenged long-standing 
traditions such as our horse show. The 
annual BBQ ceased and the Philomont 
Ladies’ Auxiliary, supporters of the fire-
house for over 60 years, was retired in 
2017.

As a community, however, we intend to 
innovate and to preserve our most valu-
able traditions. Philomont is hoping to 
find a local equine group to use the Horse 
Show grounds as their home for compe-
tition, and to continue the 60-years-plus 
Philomont Horse Show tradition.

The seven acres has plenty of room 
for horse trailers, two rings, a secretary 
shack, and a fully-restored cook shack/
concession stand for food and drink. 
If anyone is interested in discussing an 
equine event – or has other creative 
ideas! – please contact Madeline Skinner 
at info@philomont.org.

Madeline Skinner
Philomont

Dear Editor:
This coming November, we Virginians 

of the 10th Congressional District (VA-
10) have an opportunity to vote for a can-
didate to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives that will represent our interests, and 
our voice on the Federal level. 

As a new resident to Loudoun County, 
I love how diverse our Congressional Dis-
trict is. VA’s 10th covers parts of Fairfax 

County, to Loudoun, 
Prince William, 
Clarke and even Fred-

erick County, far west of the metropolitan 
hustle of Fairfax County. Our district is 
distinctively diverse, with many back-
grounds, from urban to suburban to rural. 

All constituents need a leader who is 
familiar with their needs and concerns to 
work on their behalf in order to accom-
plish community priorities. The Found-
ing Fathers designed the U.S. House of 
Representatives for local men of all pro-
fessions, to represent the interests of 
their neighbors and nearby communities. 

Rob Jones is that leader for the 10th. 
Lovettsville is his hometown. He has per-
severed under some of the most difficult 
situations in the USMC. It was Rob’s job 
to guide his fellow Marines through en-
emy minefields. It’s a very dangerous job 
and in July 2010, while deployed in Af-
ghanistan, Rob stepped on an IED, which 
resulted in double leg amputations above 
the knees. Rob not only learned to walk 
again, he learned to bike, row and even-

tually run. While he was no longer able 
to serve alongside his fellow Marines in 
battle, Rob found a way to serve them and 
other veterans here at home. He raised 
over $125,000 for charities that aid others 
like him who were wounded in battle. Rob 
did this by biking across our country from 
Maine to California. He also ran 31 mara-
thons in 31 consecutive days. Rob and his 
wife own and operate a vegetable farm in 
Middleburg, where they just welcomed 
their first child. 

After all of his trials and life altering 
events, Rob could settle down and live 
a quiet, peaceful life; he has certainly 
earned it. However, this Marine see there 
is more work to be done and is therefore 
not done serving America. Rob will be a 
voice not only for veterans, he will also be 
a representative for his constituents here 
in VA-10th’s. He listens and truly cares 
about people. He is a uniter, not a divider, 
and wants to bring a bipartisan voice to 
Washington.

He will reach across party lines and 
work with all members of Congress to 
tackle real problems that we face here in 
the 10th. We are in need of critical, out-
side of the box-thinkers. Rob possesses 
these qualities and skills. He will stand 
for, and honorably represent his fellow 
Americans in the 10th. I strongly encour-
age you to get to know and support Rob 
Jones on Nov. 3. 

Erika Field
Sterling

LETTER

LETTER

LETTER

I support Matt Truong for Congress

Save the sixty-years and running 
Philomont Horse Show

Support Rob Jones
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After receiving encouragement from 
his family and continuing support from 
the community, Purcellville May-
or Kwasi Fraser has announced he will be 
seeking a fourth term as mayor in the up-
coming Tuesday, May 5, 2020, town elec-
tion.  Fraser stated, “I am happy to an-
nounce my candidacy for Mayor, and I will 
continue to provide an 
innovative approach to 
government, to mone-
tize our assets, and to 
construct creative ways 
to reduce the town’s debt 
without imposing ad-
ditional financial bur-
den to our citizens.  The 
pressure from the de-
velopment communi-
ty is never ending, and 
we need a strong leader 
who will keep promis-
es and remain commit-
ted once elected.  In our 
precious small town, development af-
fects many aspects of our lives: our trans-
portation, our staffing, our water resourc-
es, our schools, and our overall quality of 
life.”

Under Fraser’s leadership, the Town of 
Purcellville increased its non-tax revenue, 
reduced its debt by over $7 million dollars, 
deployed one of the first online financial 
transparency portal in Loudoun County, 
enabling citizens greater visibility into the 
town’s financials, restructured its Waste-
water Treatment Plant debt to achieve mil-
lions in payment reduction, and welcomed 
over eighty new businesses in the past two 
years.  

He also established a public private 
partnership to transform a distressed 
maintenance facility – a town-owned 
asset – into western Loudoun County’s 
first MakerSpace and manufacturing incu-
bator, and re-established the Purcellville 
Train Station Advisory Board, advancing 
the transformation of an underutilized 
historic asset into a museum.  At the coun-
ty level, Fraser was instrumental in reen-
ergizing the Coalition of Loudoun Towns, 
partnering with Loudoun County’s mayors 
to influence change at county and state 
levels to protect Western Loudoun’s qual-
ity of life.

To preserve its citizens’ quality of 
life and to create sustained prosperity 
for Purcellville, Fraser’s agenda remains 
focused on transparency, innovation, and 
fiscal responsibility combined with slow 
growth, low taxes, infrastructure enhance-
ment, and monetization of underper-

forming town owned assets.  Toward this 
end, he has led the effort to successfully 
maintain Purcellville’s stellar AAA credit 
rating by Standard & Poor’s.  Further, in 
2019, Fraser was appointed to the National 
League of Cities Transportation & Infra-
structure Services Federal Advocacy Com-
mittee to champion the call for nationwide 

transportation and infra-
structure funding.

Prior to Fraser’s elec-
tion as mayor, Purcell-
ville’s Comprehensive 
Plan, the blueprint 
for its citizens’ vi-
sion for the town, had 
not been updated in 
eight years.  Subsequent-
ly, he initiated an update 
that is scheduled to be 
adopted this fiscal year.  

Fraser’s commitment 
to Purcellville’s citi-
zens is that he will stand 

firm on slow growth, prudent economic 
development, operational efficiencies, 
sensible zoning, and working with officials 
to improve transportation and other infra-
structure needs. “Over the next two years,” 
said Fraser, “the town will be working on 
the all-important zoning ordinance. It is 
essential to have a leader who, adhering to 
the will of the people, will guide Purcell-
ville in the right direction.”  

Fraser’s contributions to his corpo-
rate career include significant bottom 
line contributions in operational effi-
ciency, business development, revenue 
growth, and cost savings at AT&T, Sprint 
Nextel, Marriott International, and Veri-
zon.

Fraser earned a Bachelor of Engineer-
ing degree from Stony Brook University, 
an MBA in Finance from Rutgers Univer-
sity, an Executive Education certification 
from Harvard Business School, a Project 
Management Professional certification 
from the Project Management Institute, a 
Planning Commissioner certification from 
the Virginia Land Use Education Program, 
and a Blockchain for Business certifica-
tion from eCornell University, all of which 
provide a sound foundation for leader-
ship of complex organizations.   

In addition to his business and council 
leadership responsibilities, Mayor Fraser 
has actively engaged in community ser-
vice, youth sports, and local school activ-
ities.  He has resided with his wife Angela 
and their three children in the Purcell-
ville Locust Grove community for four-
teen years.

MOLD REMOVAL 
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Purcellville Mayor Kwasi  
Fraser announces re-election 
Campaign
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GOVERNMENT

540–441–7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com

Trust Loudoun’s best 
roofing contractor
to protect your 
greatest investment

BY VALERIE CURY

Purcellville Town Manager David Mekarski has pro-
posed a real property tax increase for the next calendar 
year from the current rate of $.22 per $100 of assessed 
value to $.26 per $100 of assessed value. 

According to a Feb. 25 press 
release, this proposed increase 

reflects, “the 
maximum es-
timate that my 

office would propose as part of this 
year’s budgetary process, which 
has yet to commence.” Mekar-
ski put out the proposed increase 
without notifying the Mayor or the 
Town Council. 

Mekarski said his approach “was to advertise a rate 
providing maximum flexibility to achieve our antic-

ipated costs while maintaining the current level of 
services that both residents and businesses have en-
joyed.” He will present his budget proposal at a Town 
Council Special Meeting March 18 at 7 p.m. 

In addition, Mekarski’s office has recommended 
raising the Fireman’s Field Service 
Tax District a half a penny, which 
would give the Town an additional 
$75,000 for an Asset Management 
Program for the upkeep of Fire-
man’s Field. “At a half penny in-
crease, the approximate increased 
annual cost to a homeowner for a 
house valued at $400,000, would be 
approximately $20.00 (twenty dol-

lars),” the release said. If the majority of Council votes 
in support of this increase, it would bring the rate back 
to the 2018 adopted rate – since the Council lowered 

the Fireman’s Field tax rate one half cent after the 2018 
budget.

At the Feb. 25 Purcellville Town Council Meeting, 
Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser said the Town Manag-
er’s press release came a week late. “This should have 
been done before [his advertisement].” Fraser was re-
ferring to the public notice advertised in the Loudoun 
Times-Mirror, saying it was, without explanation, an 
unnecessary surprise to the taxpayers of Purcellville. 

Fraser said his concern as a taxpayer is that residents’ 
assessed value has gone up, noting that one resident 
said his assessment had gone up $50,000. “By virtue 
of that assessed value going up $50,000” – he was fac-
ing the “equivalent to a tax increase to his household. 
We will have that discussion to see where that .4 cent 
proposed tax increase is coming from. Town Council 
was not made aware of the advertised rate before it 

Town Manager’s proposed budget creates concern in Purcellville

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

Hamilton, Virginia’s premier health 
foods destination, Natural Mercantile has 
been listed for sale.

Presented by Gloria Rose Ott, TTR 
Sotheby’s International Realty, the list-

ing includes the ac-
claimed and historic 
retail storefront, as 

well as the business contents of the oper-
ation, including its premium selection of 
natural goods inventory and farm to table 
provisions. The asking price is $779,000. 
Ott is a Vice President at TTR Sotheby’s 
International Realty.

“The sale of Natural Mercantile is one 
of those rare occasions where 
the history, the hard work of the 
current owner, the location and 
the future seem to converge,” 
said Ott, “and it’s not surpris-
ing that it is here in Loudoun 
County ... one of the wealthiest 
and fastest growing counties in 

the country, but 
also one where its 
rural spirit centers 
how the communi-
ty sees itself.”Lo-
cated at 341 East Colonial 
Highway in Hamilton, the 
Natural Mercantile build-
ing circa 1890, has been a 
presence for 130 years. The 
Store is approximately 1344 
square feet on .13 acres, 
holds a VA ABC License, and 
includes customer parking.

In the early 1970s, 2 ladies from Cali-
fornia started the health food movement 
at the Mercantile. When Sue Phillips, the 
current proprietor, purchased the opera-
tion in 2005, Natural Mercantile took the 
charge of maintaining the region’s pre-
miere health and wellness destination to 
a new generation of consumers.

“Our customers come from miles 
around to experience Natural Mercan-

tile,” said Phillips, “And shop for key in-
gredients, supplements, CBD, and prod-
ucts that add to the health of their lives. It 
is time for me to go and be a grandmother, 
and I know the new and next owner will 
enjoy growing the business into the next 
decade or more.”

Hamilton Historic Landmark, Natural Mercantile 
listed for sale

L to R: Natural Mercantile owner Sue Phillips, Marina Wilson 
and Sydne Iwerks.

MLS#:  VALO402562
Year Built:  1890
List Price:  $799,000
Agent: Gloria Rose Ott, Broker Associate,  
 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
 (540) 454-4394
Photo Credits: McRae Visual Media LLC

341 East Colonial Highway, Hamilton

REAL ESTATE

Cool urged citizens to look 
at the budget and tell him 
what to cut. “You will have 

the same data I have.”
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BY VALERIE CURY

U.S. Senator Mark Warner (D) met with 
Loudoun County economic development 
officials and data centers leaders on Feb. 
28. The event was sponsored by the new-
ly formed Data Coalition and held at the 
Equinix Campus Center in Ashburn.

The companies rep-
resented at the meet-
ing were Aligned En-

ergy, Amazon Web Services, CloudHQ, 
Digital Realty, Equinix, Iron Mountain, 
NTT RagingWire, QTS, Sabey Data Cen-
ters, and Vantage Data Centers.

Northern Virginia is the market lead-
er in data centers, with approximately 
70 percent of the world’s internet traffic 
passing through Loudoun’s data center 
alley – making Loudoun the third largest 
location for data centers – with over 100.

Data centers have created some 17,000 
jobs in Loudoun and 45,000 across the 
state. OTS Data Center’s Chief Hyper-
scale Officer and former State Delegate, 
Tag Greason pointed out that data cen-

ters create more jobs than just the small 
amount of people they employ, “look at 
the parking lot, there’s 600 contractors: 
that come to data centers on a daily ba-
sis.”

Said Loudoun’s Economic Develop-
ment Executive Director Buddy Rizer, 
“I think about the way they have trans-
formed our economy, our county.” He 
said that prior to data centers in Loudoun 
nearly 81 percent of Loudoun’s tax reve-
nue came from home owners. He pointed 
out that data centers are slated to bring 
more than $400 million in tax revenue to 
the county and they have reduced the tax 
rate by 21 percent. “This has been trans-
formational to our County,” he said. 

The sentiment in the room was that 
the industry has changed and grown in 
a positive way. It was pointed out that 
people are understanding what the in-
dustry is about. Greason said perception 
in the neighborhoods is changing, and 

the industry is involved in the commu-
nity – schools, retirement communities, 
“It’s our job to tell the story.”

Attendees echoed that they are philan-
thropic in the community. They are also 
preserving wetlands, they said. As far as 
design, they are making progress not to 
look like a “brick prison – not a big box” 
– they are using buffering berms and 
landscape.

Warner said he would like to see data 
center projects in south-central and 
south western Virginia. He said he would 
look at state and federal incentives.

“We are grateful to Senator Warner for 
joining us for Friday’s Data Center In-
dustry Roundtable, and for his extraordi-
nary efforts and commitment in champi-
oning and advancing Virginia’s technol-
ogy sector,” said Data Center Coalition 
President Josh Levi in an email after the 
meeting.

Continued Levi, “We have an import-
ant story to tell about the role of our 
individual companies and our industry 
collectively in powering the Internet and 
the Cloud, as well as our substantial im-
pact in growing the economy, increasing 
tax revenues, creating new markets for 
renewable energy, training and upskill-
ing the workforce, and supporting our 
local communities. We look forward to 
continuing to engage with policymak-
ers, community leaders, students, edu-
cators and our friends and neighbors to 
increase awareness of the data center 
industry and its many benefits.”

Warner, along with a bipartisan group 
of other Senators, has introduced legis-
lation to support U.S. innovation in the 
race for 5G, providing over $1 billion to 
invest in Western-based alternatives to 
compete with Chinese equipment pro-
viders such as Huawei.

Warner finished the day in Bluemont 
at Boulder Crest Retreat – a non-profit 
facility that provides recovery programs 
for military, veterans, first responders, 
and their families.

Warner meets with the 
Data Center Coalition 

GOVERNMENT

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

in BERRYVILLE 

BRAND NEW

Come see  
what our senior 
community  
has to offer. 
For more information and 
application call 540-249-3060 or 
email markdanamgt@aol.com

ROBERT 
REGAN 
VILLAGE

Opening late 
spring or early 

summer.

Left to Right: Jon Lin, President Americas, 
Equinix and Loudoun County Economic 
Development Executive Director Buddy Rizer.

Left to Right: President, Data Center Coalition, 
Josh Levi, Former Delegate and OTS Data 
Center’s Chief Hyperscale Officer Tag 
Greason, and Sen. Mark Warner.
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser is, if 
anything, a seriously upbeat guy.

A get-it-done chief executive who 
believes in the grassroots. And, a poli-

cy-driven legislator 
sharply focused on 
what it takes to run 

a fast-growing town steadfastly deter-
mined to retain its small-town charac-
ter.

Each of these aspects of Fraser’s lead-
ership style and policy perspectives 
were present in the annual State of the 
Town address he delivered in February 
– first at the Town Hall on Feb. 10, and 
then at a Purcellville Business Associa-
tion luncheon on Feb. 11.

Fraser’s main message, articulat-
ed at the beginning of the speech, and 
harkened to throughout, was clear and 
inclusive: “Collectively,” he said, “our 
Town Council, our operational team, 
committees, commissions and boards, 
and our citizens, and business commu-
nity have brought us to this point of 
declaration … the state of our Town is 
strong and resilient.”

Purcellville is where history and progress 
meet

Immediately following the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Fraser asked his audience to 
remain standing for a moment of silence 
to honor Mr. Edwin Potts, born in 1925, 
who passed away this Feb. 6.

Potts served the country in WWII 
aboard the USS Allagash, and, with his 
son, worked the Orchard Crest Farm 
upon returning from the war. Mr. Potts 
was active in many local causes, includ-
ing many related to historic preserva-
tion.

Edwin Potts was “a partner, a neigh-
bor, and a friend,” said Fraser. 

Humor and seriousness

“This is my fifth State of the Town 
address,” Fraser said just minutes into 
his speech. “The first time I started,” he 
continued, “I accidentally said State of 
the Union.” But, he assured those pres-
ent, “I have no political aspirations be-
yond this.”

Despite the humor, Fraser’s address 
did not skirt any of the pressing issues 
facing the Town, nor did the Mayor not 
have a point of view on all of them.

“2019, in spite of the myriad of chal-

lenges,” he said, “was yet another great 
year in the Town of Purcellville, as 
we successfully garnered the majori-
ty Town Council vote to reject an an-
nexation application that would have 
resulted in significant strain on our 
transportation, water, operational in-
frastructure, and overall quality of life.” 
It was a touchy subject to address – right 
off the bat – in a town so often dominat-
ed by the forces of growth.

You’d think that the rejection of a 
proposal to annex land into the Town – 
to control more land – would be a bad 
thing.

But, Fraser has made his reputa-
tion as a small town mayor by bringing 
into focus the connection between bad 
growth-related decisions and the pub-
lic purse, immediately following up his 
statement about that failed annexation 
with this one: “Our Town continued to 
pay down its debt and focused on long-
term solutions to address the future 
payment increase in the wastewater 
treatment facility and funding for need-
ed future water infrastructure-related 
projects.”

Fraser also addressed, head on, po-
lice department-related lawsuits, say-
ing “We successfully partnered with our 
insurance company and all impacted 
stakeholders …” to avoid future costly 
settlements. From Fraser’s point of view, 
the Town was able to bring closure to a 
major part of this chapter, and is confi-
dent that the Town and its partners will 
successfully address remaining matters. 

A thorough and independent Oper-
ational Audit made recommendations, 
and the Town is acting on those recom-
mendations.

The Town has made enormous prog-
ress on its new Comprehensive Plan, 
with adoption expected by the end of 
this fiscal year. Here, Fraser acknowl-
edged the incredible work that had been 
done by the Planning Commission.

The Town’s progress – whether on the 
issue of reducing the debt, managing 
Town assets in a more responsible way, 
adopting a new Comp Plan, or working 
through difficult investigative issues – 
was testimony that Purcellville’s leader-
ship can “deliver what we promised …”

We are “still your small town where 
history and progress intersect and the 
people prosper,” he said.

Upbeat tone, financial 
independence, and resolve 
in Purcellville Mayor’s 
State of the Town address

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Christopher “Chris” Bertaut 
is running for the Purcellville 
Town Council in the May 5 
election. Bertaut says his pri-
orities are four-fold: to keep 
taxes low; to encourage slow 

growth; 
to im-
prove the 

Town’s infrastructure of water, 
sewer, roads, and telecommunications; 
and to encourage innovative and trans-
formative solutions to the problems that 
face Town residents. He has experience in 
working with diverse groups of people to 

reach accord and move projects 
forward which will make him a 
valuable addition to the Town 
Council.

Bertaut grew up in Washing-
ton, DC and attended public 
schools there. Since then, he 
has lived in Florida and Georgia 
before settling in Northern Vir-
ginia after graduate school.

He has been employed locally in the 
telecommunications and IT industries 
for the last 22 years. His employers have 
included some of the top names in tele-

Bertaut announces run for Purcellville 
Town Council in May 5 election

Loudoun County Commissioner of the 
Revenue Robert S. Wertz Jr. has scheduled 

free information ses-
sions to familiarize 
residents with the 
eligibility criteria for 

the county’s generous real estate tax re-
lief program and new eligibility thresh-
olds for 2020. 

Loudoun County homeowners age 65 
or older or with disabilities who are below 
established income and wealth limits may 
benefit from a reduction in the amount of 
property taxes they pay.  Qualified appli-
cants for real estate relief must have a 
gross combined income less than $72,000, 
and net worth less than $920,000.  Up to 
$10,000 in income of a spouse or relative 
residing in the home is excluded from the 
income calculation. Program participants 

saved almost $8 million in real estate tax-
es in tax year 2019.   

Find out about the county’s tax relief 
program and have your questions an-
swered. No appointment or RSVP is re-
quired to attend; the last session begins 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Rust Library, Tuesday, 
March 10 – 380 Old Waterford Road N.W., 
Leesburg.

Online applications are available at 
loudoun.gov/taxrelief. Residents may also 
call 703-737-8557 to have a form mailed 
to them or they may pick one up at the 
Commissioner’s offices in the Loudoun 
County Government Center, 1 Harrison 
Street SE in Leesburg or the Loudoun 
Tech Center, 21641 Ridgetop Circle, Suite 
100 in Sterling. Additional information 
about the program is available online at 
loudoun.gov/taxrelief. 

Real Estate Tax Relief applications available
One seminar left – March 10

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

Your Roof Done Right!
Best price, artisan workmanship,  

in your timeframe!

Realtor’s Choice!
“I cannot say enough 
[about John, Owner], 
as he exceeds all of our 
client’s expectations. 
His attention to detail 
is great, and he is a 
true professional.”
Julie Brodie, Owner/
Realtor, Engel & Voelkers, 
Lansdowne/Tyson’s

Roofing
Siding
Windows
Gutters
Doors

AST Roofing & Home Improvements

Hail, storm 
damage 
insurance claim 
specialists

Call 571-233-8175 for FREE ESTIMATE
Ask about our Customer Loyalty Program

Veteran Owned

Culinary Tastings by Loudoun’s Top Chefs:
Casa Nostra • Chantel’s Cakes & Pastries  

D.C. Prime • Lansdowne Resort & Spa • Magnolia’s at the Mill
Pazzo Pomodoro • Tuscarora Mill

Dinner, Open Bar, Music, Dancing and Live Auction 

Cocktail Attire

Tickets: $125 per person • $1,500 Table Sponsorship for 10

For more details, visit loudounsymphony.org
For the Benefit of Loudoun Symphony Orchestra and Loudoun Symphony Youth Orchestra Program

LOUDOUN SYMPHONY               
CHEFS’ TASTINGS

Gala

AnEvening      at the

7:00 – 11:00 p.m.   March 21, 2020
Lansdowne Resort & Spa

44050 Woodbridge Parkway, Leesburg, VA  20176

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

BY ANDREA GAINES

On Nov. 5, 2019, the jury found in favor 
of the Sierras in the death of their son, 
17-year-old Christian Sierra, by Purcell-
ville Police Officer Timothy Hood.  Sierra 
was shot dead in May 2014 by Hood, who 
was responding to reports of an attempted 
suicide by a teen.  “It was a good shoot,” 
Hood told Sergeant Guy Dinkins at the 
time.

Now, at least one part of this long and 
tragic story has been brought to a close.

According to a press release issued by 

Thomas K. Plofchan, Jr. and Jacqueline A. 
Kramer, attorneys for the Sierra family, af-
ter months of court filings by Hood – in-
cluding one in which he seemed intent on 
taking his case all the way to the Virgin-
ia Supreme Court – “Hood filed a motion 
to dismiss his appeal, and the judgment 
amount, interests, and costs have been 
paid in full.” 

Court documents for Hood’s motion to 
dismiss his own appeal read: “On Novem-
ber 5, 2019 in Loudoun County Circuit 
Court, the jury returned a verdict in favor 

Officer in Sierra case abandons 
VA. Supreme Court appeal and 
makes court-ordered damages 
payment to family

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29»
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Loudoun County Administrator Tim 
Hemstreet presented his proposed  FY 
2021 budget to the Board of Supervi-
sors on Feb. 12.  The 2021 fiscal year 
will officially begin on July 1, 2020. 

The day before, on 
Feb. 11, Hemstreet 
had presented his 
proposed FY 2021 

Capital Improvement Program budget 
to the Board’s Finance/Government 
Operations and Economic Develop-
ment Committee.

Consideration of the County budget 
– for FY 2021, $3.024 billion – began 
in late Feb., and will continue through 
much of March.  

The preparation and adoption of 
Loudoun County’s annual budget is an 
approximately 10-month process.  For 
this cycle, it began in July 2019, and 
is expected to end in early April 2020, 
when the final budget is adopted.

Lay it out and get buy-in

The development and adoption of the 
budget operates on two tracks.

It is a nuts and bolts financial exer-
cise, with thousands upon thousands of 
numbers adding up to what the Coun-
ty brings in revenue wise and what it 
plans to put out expenditure wise.  But, 
as with the Envision Loudoun Com-
prehensive Plan process, it is also a PR 
exercise, looking for buy-in from the 
various citizen, business, and County 
departments impacted.

There are three main parts to the 
429-page budget document: An Execu-
tive Summary, a detailed explanation of 
General Fund Revenue and Trends, and 
an even more detailed explanation of 
Operating Expenditures.

The names and titles of the many top 
level County employees involved with 
the budget are here, from the individu-
al members of the Board of Supervisors 
– many of whom will vote on the bud-
get for the first time  – to Administrator 
Hemstreet, Chief Financial Officer Erin 
McLellan, Deputy Chief Financial Offi-
cer Janet Romanchyk, Acting Assistant 

Director Caleb Weitz, Assistant Direc-
tor Megan C. Bourke, Rebecca Kummel, 
Administrative Manager for the group, 
and, the many, many dedicated Coun-
ty staff who put the budget together. 
This includes leadership and staff with-
in the Budget Planning and Policy Divi-
sion, the Department of Transportation 
and Capital Infrastructure, the Program 
Evaluation and Research Division, and 
the Capital Budget Planning and Policy 
Division.

A very big lift – politically

The budget is a very, very big lift – 
mindboggling in its complexity and 
reach, while at the same time carrying 
with it enormous implications for the 
individual homeowner, the farmer, the 
small business owner, and the taxpayer.

For this reason, selling the 
budget to the public is key. 
Before getting into the numbers, the 
budget document points out that 
Loudoun County received a Distin-
guished Budget Presentation Award 
from the Government Finance Offi-
cers Association of the United States 
and Canada for it its effort to “publish 
a budget document that meets pro-
gram criteria as a policy document, 
as an operation guide, as a financial 
plan and as a communication device.” 
Again, this is a financial exercise as well 
as a PR exercise.

The property tax rate rules

In a transmittal letter from Hem-
street to the BOS – that letter being 
the formal message delivering the doc-
ument to the Board – the County Ad-
ministrator said that while he had been 
asked to base the budget on the current 
real property tax rate of $1.045 per $100 
of assed value, based on “slight posi-
tive shifts … in the revenue picture,” 
and “a reduction in the anticipated 
Loudoun County School Board (LCPS) 
request … I have proposed the FY 2021 
budget at the tax rate of $1.035, which 
is one cent below the current rate … ”   
In that transmittal letter Hemstreet also 
noted that he had been asked to prepare 
“two additional tax rate scenarios” – 
one at one cent higher than the current 
rate and one at one cent lower.  So, said 
Hemstreet, “I have prepared the Pro-
posed Budget at the $1.035 tax rate and 

Loudoun County’s  
FY 2021 Budget 
Bigger and bigger, but will citizens 
decide it is better?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

The County’s FY 2021 budget, hearings 
schedule and supporting documents can 
be found at https://www.loudoun.gov/
budget.
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Friday, March 27
at 

The Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville, Va 20132

6 - 9 pm
6-7 pm  Appetizers and meet the candidates
7-8 pm  Mayoral candidates
8-9 pm  Town Council candidates

Open to the public

Come with your questions.
All candidates invited.

T OW N  O F  P U RC E L LV I L L E 
Candidate Forum
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No County action on Gable Farm landfill, 
but state-level landfill legislation is heating up

COMMUNITY

Tickets available at www.evenbrite.com and at the door. 
Admission: $20 per person. Students and guests under 18: Free

Tickets can also be purchased by mail to: 
Middleburg Concert Foundation, PO Box 1967, Middleburg, VA 20118

For more information visit www.middleburgconcerts.com. 
Email: middleburgconcerts@gmail.com

Phone: 540-592-1660

Performing works for piano, cello and violin

Sunday, March 22nd at 4PM

The Middleburg Concert Series Presents

Featuring The

Middleburg United Methodist Church 
15 W. Washington St., Middelburg, VA

A “meet the artists” reception will follow the performance.

Tatiana Shustova • Dr. Aaron Jacobs • Amy Catron
 (pianist)  (violinist) (cellist)
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We take care
of your trees

• Tree trimming
• Tree removal
• Stump grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
540-338-5714  •  Cell 540-454-0514

arbogast6@aol.com

BY ANDREA GAINES

Despite years of controversy, the 
County has taken no concrete action on 
the Gable Farm personal recreational 
field, a landfill, more than 30 feet high in 
some places and containing anywhere 
from 220,000 to 420,000 (or more) cubic 
yards of dirt. The landfill is located just 

east of Hamilton on 
business Rt. 7.

While the property 
owner has stopped the dumping, a for-
mal plan to rectify the situation, prom-
ised now for over a year, is nowhere to 
be seen. 

It is a different story on the state level.
Two Virginia bills, HB1310 and 

HB1639, address the unregulated dump-
ing of fill dirt on agricultural lands. The 
House bills are the work of two biparti-
san Piedmont legislators, Delegate Mi-
chael Webert (R-18) and Delegate Eliza-
beth Guzman (D-31), and would require 
notice to localities when a construction 
site is disposing of dirt on rural lands, 
and create a working group to research 
and make recommendations to the Di-

rector of Environmental Quality. 
Both bills have passed the Virginia 

House of Delegates and the Senate.
With respect to the growing problem 

of dumping on rural lands, the working 
group referred to in HB1639 would ad-
dress the following issues: 1) “the need 
of road construction and development 
projects to dispose of dirt in a respon-
sible manner,” 2) “the practice of rural 
landowners charging a fee to allow the 
use of their lands as disposal sites,” 3) 
“the extent of monitoring for possible 
contaminants or effects on groundwa-
ter when dirt and rubble is deposited 
on agricultural fields,” and 4) “the use 
of rural lands by dump trucks traveling 
to disposal sites and any effects of such 
travel, including road damage, traffic 
congestion, noise, and the loss of a por-
tion of the dirt during transit in the form 
of dust or mud.”

A Piedmont Environmental Council 
link urging citizens to write their sena-
tors – which features a photo of the dirt 
fill activity at Gable Farm – contains the 
following language. “The dumping of 

excavation fill dirt from construction 
sites on rural lands has become a sig-
nificant problem in several counties in 
Virginia, including Fauquier, Loudoun, 
Prince William, and Albemarle. Increas-
ingly, many in the construction industry 
are looking to rural lands as a cheaper 
alternative to regulated sites. Without 
proper oversight, the practice of dump-
ing construction site fill dirt on rural 

land comes with significant negative 
impacts – with adjoining landowners 
often the hardest hit. Those impacts in-
clude: soil erosion, flooding, dust, noise, 
truck traffic, damage to public roads … 
and potential contamination of land and 
water resources.”

A video documenting the conditions 
at the landfill on Gable Farm can be seen 
at www.loudounrurallandfills.com.
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Loudoun Propane
“Your Hometown Propane Company”

(703)777-2051

$1.90/gallon

Only

Valid for current, former and new customers. 
Amount will be pre-authorized on credit card before delivery.
Price only valid for customer owned tanks 500 gallons and larger.
No extra delivery or hazardous material fees.
Please allow one week for delivery and offer subject to expiration without prior notice.
Only valid in zip codes: 20117, 129, 132, 134, 135, 141, 158, and 180.

®

®

Clip and Save
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or less, call Jim for the current price.
(C) 2020, all rights reserved.

BY ANDREA GAINES

If you have never been to a live auction of really 
beautiful, really interesting, really rare things – Chi-
nese cloisonné, fine watercolors, miniature bronzes, 
unusual antique toys, finely-carved jade, Sheffield 
silver plate tea caddies, and the like – let yourself be 
transported to that world right now.

Just minutes from the farms and villages of west-
ern Loudoun is the internationally-known Oakridge 
Auction Gallery, in Ashburn.

There are two competing time frames here.
There is the quiet, reflective 

moment when collectors and/or 
their agents, and lovers of beau-
tiful things wander the gallery to 
see what is new and/or about to be 
put up for auction.

And, there is the wildly energet-
ic moment when specific pieces 
hit the auction block, the bidding 
process begins and the hammer comes 

down, signaling a successful sale.
Oakridge Auction Gallery caters to a wide variety of au-

diences and clients with an equally wide range of tastes 
and financial resources.

Some are wealthy clients carefully adding to or trying 
to sell their private and finely-tuned collections of art, an-
tiques, and other goods. And, some are curators or agents 

looking for pieces that might be missing from a museum’s 
collection. 

Some are people who have come into a piece of art, 
or sculpture – or a special artifact – and need the help 
of a professional to sell it at a good price.  Some are in-
dividuals new to the whole process who want some-
thing beautiful for their home, or, to give as a gift. 
But, the essence of the place is how the magnificent 
things – big and small, old, ancient, or contempo-

rary – come in to Oakridge … and how they go out. 
Some sell for the hammer price of several hundred dol-
lars, and some sell for hundreds of thousands.  But, all 
are treasures to the lucky individual, or museum or other 
place that they will now call home.

How the consignment process works

Oakridge Auction Gallery works on a commission, 
with a sliding scale depending on the value of the 
item being sold.  The gallery meets with consignors 
and provides free estimates for evaluating the item, 
which, according to Oakridge is “the price an item or 
group of items may be expected to bring at auction … 
based on past auction performance for similar items 
and current market conditions.”   

Photos of items families and individuals might 
want to discuss consigning with the gallery are readily 
accepted on the Oakridge website (www.oakridgeauc-
tiongallery.com).

With items that need to be seen by the gallery in 
person, Oakridge is happy to schedule an appoint-

ment to do so.  The gallery also schedules regular auc-
tion evaluation days.  

A bidder’s paradise

Oakridge Auction House’s Katharina Biermann, 
Press Liaison & Events Manager describes the actual auc-
tion and bidding process this way.

“Auctions take place in the company’s Ashburn show-
room,” said Biermann, “Which is transformed into a large, 
open, and exciting space, with bidders participating right 
there onsite and remotely.”

Live bidding in the showroom is perhaps “The most  

Oakridge Auction Gallery
Where the thrill is in the beauty, the bidding, and the rarity

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »

Chinese 
cinnabar with 

jade snuff bottle

From L to R: Tia Lunghi, Stephen Hansen, John Toland, Andrez Leon, 
Edward Hocevar, Katharina Biermann, Keith Spurgeon, Alison Eubanks. 
The vase held by Andrez is a Chinese blue and white gu vase decorated 
with phoenix among flowering branches.
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exhilarating,” says Biermann.
But, it’s the dynamic between people 

present in the room, collectors and agents 
on the phone, people bidding online and 
absentee bidders that creates the excite-
ment.

Bidders and/or their agents first com-
plete a registration and authorization 
form and are provided with a bidder num-

ber paddle, allow-
ing them to bid at 
a specific auction.  
Once approved as 
a bidder for that 
auction … the fun 
begins.  

Bidders who can-
not be present in 
person, or do not 

wish to bid online, can participate as a 
telephone bidder by registering prior to 
the day of the auction and following a sim-
ilar signup process.  They, too get a bidder 
number paddle, working with an Oakridge 
telephone bidding clerk to make their bid-
ding wishes known.

A proxy bidder system allows people 
who cannot be present, and people who 
cannot bid online or by phone to bid up to 
the maximums indicated at the auction for 
which they have registered.

The treasures being sold

We asked Biermann to tickle our fan-

cy with some of the more unusual pieces 
that had sold through the gallery recently 
and what is coming up.  And, her true love 
of her job and the business came shining 
through.

“Take close look at the 18th century 
Chinese cloisonné elephant (Lot 264) from 
our December 2019 sale,” she said.  “This 
piece came to us from a client in Penn-
sylvania, from whom we have received 
additional items that will be allocated to 
our upcoming summer and autumn sales. 
Elephants are generally considered an 
auspicious symbol in Chinese art, but the 
way in which the elephant is depicted, 
and what it is depicted next to, changes its 
overall meaning … the elephant is depict-
ed with a vase on its back; this is actually 
a visual-linguistic play on words, because 
the Chinese phrase for ‘elephant with a 
vase’ is pronounced similarly to a phrase 
meaning good luck or auspicious tidings. 
Chinese art is rich with these kinds of puns 
and learning to read the art is part of what 
makes our work so interesting.  It also ap-
peals to collectors … this elephant sold for 
a hammer price of $14,000.” 

Referring to an upcom-
ing auction, Biermann said this: 
“Without revealing too much … We have 
several paintings by the artists Zhang 
Daqian and Pu Ru.

“Zhang Daqian is a character.  Born 
in 1899, he is most notable as one of the 

Stop in, or contact us for a FREE consultation!

800-373-5550
ClearyBuilding.com

FEATURING:

WARRENTON, VA
6593 Commerce Ct., #203 • 540-216-7695

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS SALE!
MARCH 12-13
    8 a.m. to 6 p.m.     
         MARCH 14
               8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BIGGEST SALE OF THE SEASON!

• FREE GIFT with every 
building designed with 

DreamMaker 3D Software!

• REFRESHMENTS 
SERVED

Join Us 
For Our...

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

OAKRIDGE GALLERY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Chinese cloisonné 
elephant
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PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

BRRRR...
IT’S COLD

OUT THERE

Sale ends 3/17/2020

799

Enjoy a Reuben 
Enjoy a Reuben 

Sandwich & an 
Sandwich & an 

Iced TeaIced Tea

131 N 21st St, Purcellville    (540) 338-7131

MARCH

$

Local business 
L O U D O U N  C O U N T Y

ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION 

Loudoun Local  
 ADVERTISE@BLUERIDGELEADER.COM
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OAKRIDGE GALLERY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

• Free on-site consultation

• Competitive pricing and can 
help with financing

• Built to your specifications

• No cheap or discount 
materials— but still offer the 
most competitive pricing in 
the industry

• Where honesty, Integrity, and 
quality still matters

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA

(888) 919-4797  
www.customgaragesofvirginia.com

Do you have a dream?  
Let us help you build it!

greatest forgers of Chinese Old Masters 
and lost works of art … in our (now) June 
sale are some of his originals. However, 
his forgeries (as in, forgeries by him) of-
ten sell for higher than the originals they 
depict would have sold. One example 
of this phenomenon was Lot 733 in our 
Spring 2018 Fine Asian Art & Antiques 
sale, which realized a hammer price of 
$440,000.”  (Readers – refer to Lots 498, 

497, and 500 in the 
gallery’s (now) June 
2020 auction.)

“Pu Ru is another 
interesting figure, as 
he was actually the 
cousin of the last Qing 
emperor, and might 
even have become the 

emperor but for the luck of the draw, so to 
speak. He fled to Taiwan after the fall of 
the Qing Empire and enjoyed a flourish-
ing artistic career.”

Biermann also described her personal 
favorite in the upcoming June sale.  “My 
personal favorite piece in this auction is 
actually Lot 450, a large-scale Chinese 
painting of a parade or a hunt, attribut-
ed to Jiao Bingzhen, from the early Qing 
Dynasty. Qing emperors would visit their 
Mongolian territories and go hunting, 
large events which were also occasions 
for tribute to be brought and for subjects 

to solicit audiences with the emperor. 
The painting shows multiple different 
connected parts of the hunt, from the 
long parade of courtiers and tribute bear-
ers to the ring of soldiers coordinating the 
hunt … It’s both a dynamic and engaging 
artwork as well as an interesting histor-
ic insight into the functions of the Qing 
imperial household and its relations with 
its subjects.” (Readers:  Refer to Lot 450 in 
the Gallery’s June 2020 sale.)

And, Biermann mentioned pieces com-
ing up in the categories of “jades and por-
celains from the Slade family collection” 
… and “a lovely, early Joseph Mallord Wil-
liam Turner watercolor of Bonneville in 
Savoy from the same collection coming 
up in our April 2020 Fine Art, Antiques 
and Jewelry sale. What’s wonderful about 
this piece, in addition to the painting’s vi-
sual appeal, is that we have provenance 
documentation from its original sale into 
the owner’s family from the Fine Arts 
Society in London.”  Bierman also men-
tioned “a miniature bronze Tai Chi statue 
by the contemporary Taiwanese artist Ju 
Ming … The sculpture was a gift to the 
former Lt. Governor of Delaware from the 
Mayor of Kaohsiung in Taiwan.”

To see them all, go to www.
oakridgeauctiongallery.com. Inquiries  
can be made by email – auction@
oakridgeauctiongallery.com or phone by 
calling (703) 291-1010.

Chinese 
tourmaline 

dragon pendant
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SUMMER SPECIALSPRING SPECIAL

have provided a series of scenarios in 
half-cent increments that both reduce 
the tax rate and also increase the tax 
rate from the Proposed Budget.”

Hemstreet’s letter also addresses how 
the County’s recently-adopted Compre-
hensive Plan, the 2019 General Plan and 
the 2019 Countywide Transportation 
Plan relate to the budget.  Here, Hem-
street says, “Loudoun is well positioned 
to take advantage of the potential for 
economic growth opportunities associ-
ated with the anticipated opening of the 
Metrorail Silver Line extension in FY 
2021.”

Finally, Hemstreet says:  “During the 
Board’s term, the process to update the 
Zoning Ordinance in alignment with the 
2019 Comprehensive Plan will be a sig-
nificant organizational effort.”

Here, Hemstreet seems to be signally 

that the Comp Plan, the General Plan, 
the Transportation Plan, and the new 
Zoning Ordinance – yet to be adopted – 
need to work as one if the County wants 
to meet its numbers.  

It is not surprising, then, that Hem-
street also touts “Department of Eco-
nomic Development … wins” – including 
“$3.6 billion in new commercial devel-
opment, 3,043 jobs created or retained, 
and over 5.8 million square feet of space.” 
In other words, continued growth, and 
extremely high rates of growth are es-
sential to the inner workings of the pro-
posed budget. 

The County’s Comp Plan push for 
more affordable housing, a “Broadband 
Strategic Plan,” a “Human Services Stra-
tegic Plan,” new court-related programs, 
and the newly-adopted Capital Im-
provement Program are also highlight-
ed in Hemstreet’s letter, as are Loudoun 
County’s strong bond ratings.

Significant completed, planned and 
ongoing transportation project are de-
tailed here, too, as are County efforts to 
maintain a compensation system that 
retains and attracts the best employees.

The question for citizens weighing 
in on the process is how to balance the 
enormous, and unabashedly pro-growth 
formulas present in the budget with 
what they want their county to look like 
in the years to come.

LOUDOUN CO BUDGET, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Loudoun County Capital 
Improvement Program
The County CIP, as it is known, is a six-year 
plan detailing the proposed funding and 
impacts anticipated for major County capital 
improvement projects, from fire stations to 
roads.  The program is organized into six 
sections:  Completed Projects, Previously 
Authorized Projects, County Capital Projects, 
Transportation Projects, and School Capital 
Projects.  Specific appropriations for the CIP, 
however, are made only made for the proposed 
fiscal year.

modern choral music... masterfully.
Master Singersof

The Human Journey

Virginia

Civil War:
Through moving music, personal letters, and speeches,

Northern Virginia’s premier a cappella choir will remember
the individual costs that were paid in this years-long conflict.

Highlights include – Hold On! by Marques L. A. Garrett,
Agnus Dei by Samuel Barber and Prayer by René Clausen.

4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 7, 2020
St. James’ Episcopal Church
14 Cornwall Street, NW
Leesburg VA 20176

4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 8, 2020
Epiphany Episcopal Church
3301 Hidden Meadow Drive
Oak Hill, VA 20171

Tickets: $25 for adults, $20 for seniors (65+) and $15 for students.
Take 4 Package provides four tickets for $60 or $15 each.

Visit www.msva.org for all the details.
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ft.  
Location: Seven acres owned by the Philomont Volunteer 
Fire Company, Snickersville Turnpike 
Estimated Completion: 2026 Timeline: Land, FY 2022, 
2023; design, FY 2022, 2023; construction, FY 2025, 2026  
Cost: $21.7 million (design – $3 million, land – $.7 million, 
construction – $14 million, “other” – $4 million).

The CIP states, “This project provides funding to design 
and construct a station to replace the current Philomont 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company #8 station. The fire 
station is planned to be located on a site of approximately 
seven acres owned by the Philomont Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, and will require a special exception.”

The facility is anticipated to replicate essentially all of 
the features of the new Round Hill station. 

“Staffing for the fire and rescue Station will be 24 hours, 
seven days a week for a pumper and tanker, with the poten-
tial for additional resources as service demands dictate.”

Replacement of Hamilton Station #5, and Hamilton Station #17

Hamilton, as a Town, has strictly limited the amount 
of development it intends to absorb. The fire department 
and its companion Hamilton Volunteer Rescue Squad pur-
chased ten acres of land to build the Hamilton Public Safe-
ty Center in the year 2000. 

Size of replacement station: 22,000 sq. ft. 
Estimated Completion: 2029 
Location: The Town of Hamilton 
Timeline: Design scheduled for FY 2025, 2026, no further 
details provided 
Cost: $25 million (design, $3.9 million, construction, $19 
million, “other,” $2.1 million)

Per the CIP, “This project is intended to replace the 
current Hamilton Fire Station with a larger facility, as the 

needs of the area have 
outgrown the capacity of 
the current facility.”

As with the new Philo-
mont station, the facility 
is anticipated to also rep-
licate essentially all of the 
features of the new Round 
Hill station.

“Coverage is provided 
by career staff 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week 
with possible combined 
coverage by career and 

volunteer staff. The station will also include the addition 
of a brush truck.”

Loudoun’s first fire company was assembled in Lees-
burg in 1803. The concept was simple: set up a system so 
that when there is a fire, there is a signal – a bell, so res-
idents will know that one of their neighbors needs help. 
Fire and rescue teams have obviously evolved over the 
years, with sophisticated equipment, medical services, and 
the like. But, it is still a community effort, with the fire-
house structures and lands in the more rural parts of the 
County also serving as the place for a wide variety of com-
munity activities – including the fundraising efforts need-
ed to keep fire and rescue squads well fed, well housed, well 
trained, and well equipped.

Philomont Volunteer Fire Department president Chris 
Young commented on County plans for his community’s 
new fire station.

The land where the new station would be built has been 
used as a venue for community events for decades, includ-
ing the 60+-year-old Philomont Horse Show.

Said Young, “ … Loudoun County Combined Fire & Res-
cue is currently researching the alternatives for a future fire-
house and is preparing a presentation for the community … ”

Supervisor Tony R. Buffington (R-Blue Ridge) said: “Bal-
ancing the need for sufficient public safety and the con-
cerns of our residents is always a top priority for the Board.  
Regarding the Philomont Station, I’ve already begun dis-
cussions with LCFR Chief Johnson to ensure sufficient pub-
lic input regarding the feasibility of the options that may be 
available. The Round Hill Station will likely be built on or 
near the current western Loudoun Sheriff’s Station and will 
be sensitive to the concerns of the Town and its residents.”

FIRE STATION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2020census.gov
Paper forms 
mailed in April

A Census worker will visit 
your home in May

Ways to Respond:

Help Shape Western 
Loudoun’s Future. 
Your 2020 Census response helps fund our schools, 
healthcare and roads. It also determines our election 
districts for the next 10 years.

Watch the mail this month for your invitation 
to respond. 

Loudoun’s fire and rescue 
system today responds to 
nearly 30,000 incidents a year. 
Just over 7,500 of their calls 
are triggered by fire incidents, 
20,800+ are EMS calls, and 470 
are public service calls. The 

Loudoun County website states 
that the system is “a combined 
effort of volunteers and career 
employees,” and serves the 
public “24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week … Loudoun County 
has more than 1,500 volunteer 

members and approximately 
500 career personnel to answer 
the calls of fire and rescue 
emergencies. The combination 
volunteer and career personnel 
system staffs more than twenty 
stations.”

In November 2017, the historic village of Aldie was presented 
with County plans to build a new, 18,000 square foot fire station 
near the entrance to the village along Rt. 50. Those plans were 
eventually scrapped. While a new fire station was needed 
within this particular service area, the County decided it was not 
appropriate to overwhelm an historic community such as Aldie 
to serve the intense residential and commercial development 
dominating the Rt. 50/Rt. 15/Gilberts Corner areas to the south 
and east.
The proposed site also presented many other challenges. Much 
of it was identified as floodplain. Several historic structures 
would have been destroyed as part of the project. And, it was 
determined that safety considerations would have dictated 
that historic parts of Rt. 50 west would need to be altered to 
accommodate the project. After sustained community opposition, 
a new site was found.

A lesson from Aldie

of age.  For children between the ages 
of 2 to 5 years, one hour of high quality 
use and programming is recommend-
ed.   For children 6 years and older, the 
resounding research finding has consis-
tently been that balanced screen time 
is best; and, children who balance their 
screen and technology well do better 
academically, socially and behaviorally 
when compared to children who do not.  
Emotional, social, academic, behavioral, 

physical health problems increase ex-
ponentially for children and teens who 
over use technology.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He has been featured on CNN, 
Good Morning America and several other 
outlets. He is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn, or call 703- 
723-2999.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Purcellville Art 
Gallery reception 
March 14

Please join the 
Purcellville Art Gal-
lery for their latest 
show and meet the 
artist reception Sat-
urday, March 14 from 
6 - 8 p.m. View over 
125 works of art and 
chat with some of 
Loudoun County’s 
most creative talent. 

Purcellville Art 
Gallery features 
paintings, photog-
raphy, sculptures, 
pottery and much more. The gallery was just 
voted one of the top art galleries in Northern 
Virginia. Complimentary snacks and drink 
will be served. Purcellville Art Gallery is lo-
cated at 760 East Main St across from Wal-
greens, and plenty of parking is available – 
for more info please call 540-338-0800.

Purcellville Art Gallery has just added more 
Paint like Bob Ross classes taught by a certi-
fied Bob Ross instructor. For available dates 
and to sign up call Kirsty at 540-338-0800.
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• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Beat the 
spring rush!

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

to allow the virus to live longer. De-
pending on temperature and humidity, 
viruses in general live as short as two 
hours or as long as two days – on wood 
and porous surfaces. Most viruses die 
from extreme heat or low humidity. 
There is some good news, some met-
als such as copper, copper alloys brass 
and bronze, and silver kill viruses on 
contact. You will have to assume that 
any surface that is constantly touched 
by the public can be infected by viruses 
and bacteria.

Here are some suggestions to avoid 
catching the Covid-19 virus, or the flu, 
and bacterial diseases by avoiding con-
tact with contaminated surfaces. 

Avoid touching these surfaces with 
your bare hands; door knobs and push 
bars, stair rails, shopping cart handles, 
gas station pump handles, pens in 
doctor’s offices, restaurants and stores, 
elevator buttons, restaurant menus, 
money (except pennies), the arms and 
the sides of chairs, magazines in doc-
tor’s offices, light switches, toilet sink 
and commode handles, exercise equip-
ment, tongs in salad bars, computer 
key boards, TV controllers in hotels 
and all other publicly touched surfac-
es. You should carry several antisep-
tic wipes in your pocket to clean your 
hands, if you must touch these surfac-

es with bare hands. Other less conve-
nient options are to use a waterless 
hand cleaner or to wash your hands as 
soon as possible. 

Wear gloves in the winter. Using 
gloves will obviously prevent direct 
contact with contaminated surfac-
es. On warm days wearing gloves will 
seem odd, so to avoid contact, use the 
bottom of your shirt or jacket if possi-
ble. Use your knuckle to push elevator 
buttons, there is likely less of a chance 
you will touch your face. Carry and use 
your own pen. 

Be particularly careful in hospitals 
and doctor’s waiting rooms because 
that’s where sick people congregate. 
The CDC reports that hospital caused 
infections kill 100,000 people in the 
U.S. annually. Stay out of waiting 
rooms if possible, by going out into the 
hall and have the receptionist call you 
when the doctor is ready. Don’t touch 
magazines or literature in waiting 
rooms. If a doctor wants to shake hands 
tell him/her that you can’t because you 
may be ill, and he/she should have a 
no handshake policy in the office. Use 
the waterless hand cleaners found in 
all hospitals and doctor’s offices, af-
ter touching surfaces that are publicly 
touched. 

Hospitals, doctor’s offices and other 
places where infected people congre-

gate should do more to limit infections. 
Doctor’s offices should have single use 
pencils or take-home pens for sign-up 
sheets. Ten pens can be bought for a 
dollar. 

While many stores use antiseptic 
wipes to disinfect shopping cars, some 
still do not; tell management to pro-
vide the wipes at the door or you won’t 
shop there anymore. Door knobs, 
push bars and handles in these places 
should be made of brass to limit infec-
tions. Some hospitals are now showing 
positive results in limiting infections 
by replacing stainless steel, wood and 
plastic rails with brass or copper al-
loys that kill viruses and bacteria. Pure 
copper is also readily available as a 
thin foil backed by an adhesive. As a 
low cost quick fix, the foil can be cut 
to cover stainless steel and other virus 
friendly surfaces such as door handles 
and chair arm rests to limit infection.

Until the medical profession comes 
up with drugs or a vaccine to treat 
Covid-19, we have to use whatever 
means available to prevent a pandemic. 
I hope some of the suggestions will help.  

Joe LaFiandra has an engineering de-
gree from New York University and a 
MBA from Adelphi University in New 
York. He resides near Purcellville.

VIRUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 Promote your rural 
business on the Loudoun 
Spring Farm Tour

With another growing season on the horizon, 
the Loudoun Spring Farm Tour, on the weekend 
of May 16-17, is the perfect way to promote your 
farm or rural business.

Whether your farm or rural business sells direct-
ly to consumers or supplies products for bulk buy-
ers, then the Loudoun Farm Tour provides a great 
opportunity to connect with future customers.

The deadline for Loudoun businesses to ap-
ply to have their products included in this year’s 
farm tour is Monday, March 23. To apply, fill out 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWP
POWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
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STATE OF THE TOWN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Nitty gritty 2019 numbers – the debt 
is down

With respect to Purcellville’s financial 
picture, Fraser focused on the Town’s 
nearly one half million dollars in invest-
ment earnings ($428,646), and the one 
million dollars+ reduction in the “out-
standing debt balance” ($1,014,410).

General Fund revenues, he noted, 
exceeded budget projections by near-
ly three quarters of a million dollars 
($746,112), and expenditures were over 
$400,000 less than budgeted ($433,847).

Operating revenues in the Wastewater 
Fund were slightly up, as were operating 
expenses. Fraser noted that the Waste-
water treatment debt contributes the 
most to increasing fees to the citizens, 
and that high density residential devel-
opment is not the solution. Likewise, 
operating revenues were up in the Water 
Fund, as were expenses.

These numbers, noted Fraser, show 
that the Town can move on from debt, 
while retaining what he called “our stel-
lar credit rating.” 

More financial opportunities ahead … but not 
from unbridled growth

Fraser also reinforced one of the most 
common themes in his administration; 
that while choking levels of growth is a 
fact of life in Loudoun County, commu-
nities like Purcellville must not succumb 
to them, or ignore the implications of 
these phenomena at their own peril.

Not only does growth not pay for it-
self, said Fraser, it carries enormous 
costs. 

“We will continue to provide oppor-
tunities for our youth, to attract visitors 
through retention of our small-town 
character, and invite unique business-
es,” he noted in his presentation. “How-
ever, our continued success hinges upon 
our effective management of the chal-
lenges and taking advantage of oppor-
tunities.”

The challenges? Accommodating 
growth to the benefit of the citizenry 
without blowing more holes in Town’s 
finances. The opportunities? Producing 
more income from existing Town assets, 
and securing more operational cost sav-
ings.

As he has often noted, debt reduction 
will come, not from annexing huge ar-
eas of land for residential development, 
but by going after high-volume users 
that can benefit from the Town’s excess 
wastewater treatment capacity.

Debt reduction will come, not from 
dipping into the taxpayers’ pockets 
on utility rates, but pursuing more of 
the refinancing and debt restructuring 
strategies that have been so successful 
in the last several years – including ob-
taining value from the 500,000 gallons 
of clean, treated wastewater that leaves 
the community every day. 

And, debt reduction will come, by get-
ting aggressive – and creative – about 
how Town assets such as Fireman’s 
Field, the 189-acre Aberdeen property, 
and others can be used to both generate 
income and improve the quality of life 
of current residents.

A business-youth-and community-friendly … 
community

Fraser noted that behind the Town’s 
improving numbers was an increasing-
ly vibrant and diverse business profile, 
along with the social, cultural, and other 
community efforts that hold people to-
gether while generating … to be blunt … 
cash on the dollar.

The Town has “a distinctive blend” 
of family-owned businesses, boutiques, 
retail, and service-related businesses, 
Fraser noted. Entrepreneurship and in-
novation are alive here.

This includes “23 new storefronts” 
… “18 new home-based businesses” … 
a new art gallery … and a Town mural 
spearheaded by Discover Purcellville. 

 “One third of Purcellville’s popula-
tion,” noted Fraser in his presentation, 
are young people. And, the Town’s lead-
ership – from the Town Council, the 
Parks and Rec. Department, to Town 
staff – engaged and reached out to young 
people in spectacular fashion, including 
recognizing 21 Eagle Scouts. Fraser also 
specifically recognized teacher Jose Ro-
driquez’s Loudoun Valley High School 
STEM class. Even the Town’s water 
towers got into the action as they were 
painted with the logos of Purcellville’s 
two high schools. And, the Makersmith’s 
organization got youth involved with 
welding, windmill making, and robotics.

Fraser is the kind of mayor who thrives 
on keeping lots of projects and initia-
tives – long-short- and medium-term – 
in the air at once. 

For example, he also reported on the 
continued progress with big-picture 
transportation issues such as the Rt. 
690/Rt. 7 interchange, which he is intent 
on accelerating; a “connected trail sys-
tem” between Purcellville and nearby 
Hamilton; a bike and skate park public/
private partnership; efforts to secure 
regional, state, federal, and “enterprise 
funds” for infrastructure improvements; 
broadband expansion; and a Purcellville 
Train Station Visitor Center and Muse-
um. Agricultural innovation is on his 
agenda, too.

Importantly, Fraser, while maintain-
ing a very healthy wish list as Mayor, 
signaled in his State of the Town address 
that he is a community-minded man 
who never loses sight of the economics 
of it all, particularly as it relates to the 
public purse.
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mind knowing there’s 24-hour 
nursing care.  You will love 
how we treat your family as 
our very own. 
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went in the paper.”
Council Member Ryan Cool said, “put-

ting out an equalized tax rate … people 
say ‘my taxes are staying the same,’ no 
folks, not even close … I would venture 
to say that no matter what – if it’s $.22 
or $. 26 – your taxes are probably going 
to go up … If the tax rate stays the same 
… taxes are going to go up, let’s just say 
it for what it is now, and just be honest 
about it … nothing comes for free and 
development doesn’t pay for itself.”

Cool continued, “The idea that we can 
get out of these tax issues, these cost is-
sues, by just building out is a fallacy …it 
doesn’t work. If it did, we wouldn’t have 
any debt right now.” Cool urged citizens 
to look at the budget and tell him what to 
cut. “You will have the same data I have.”

Council Member Nedim Ogelman said 
that press releases put out by the Town, 
Town Manager, or Town Council should 
not be written in the passive voice “so 
someone has to track down who the ac-
tor is … if the Town is taking action, we 
should say that. If the Town Council is 
taking action, we should say that, if it’s 
the Town Manager … we need to have 
clarity who’s acting … and at what stage 
… We need to do as much as we can, as 
early as we can … about saying why we 
are taking that kind of action or making 

that kind of proposal.
“I personally don’t believe that is the 

case,” continued Ogelman. “I don’t be-
lieve we have left no stone unturned 
with the kind of innovative ideas that 
the Mayor proposes. There are a lot of 
things we need, but the reality of doing 
all these things is always going to be, do 
we have the means to make them pos-
sible?”

Ogleman added, “We need to be hon-
est with our citizens – that we have tried 
everything we can try to not put the 
burden of this on their backs – if there 
is another alternative. If I feel we have 
not left no stone unturned – I am going 
to be against any tax increase. I am go-
ing to say ‘have we tried this, have we 
tried that. Have we gone to the county, 
state and federal government across the 
board to see if we can get tax credits … 
do we ask them for grants?’”

Ogelman reiterated what Cool said: 
“One thing about fiscal reality that I 
brought up lots of times is that growth 
doesn’t pay for itself. For every one dol-
lar we spend it costs us $1.60 …That 
leaves us to work as hard as we can to 
find innovative revenue-generating 
ideas to address the growth we have 
already gotten and the cost that comes 
with it.” 

BUDGET, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

In addition to the regularly scheduled Town 
Council Meetings and work sessions where 
the FY21 budget may be discussed, the 
Purcellville Town Council has scheduled 
a series of special meetings/budget work 
sessions. Here is the schedule of regular and 
special meetings:
Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m. – Town 
Manager Presents his Proposed FY21 
Budget
Tuesday, March 24, (this is a regularly 
scheduled work session) – Public Hearing – 
Property Tax Rates
Thursday, March 26
Wednesday, April 1
Tuesday, April 14, (this is a regularly 
scheduled work session) – Public Hearing - 
Budget and Master Tax and Fee Schedule
Wednesday, April 22
Tuesday, April 28, (this is a regularly 
scheduled work session)
Wednesday, May 6
Tuesday, May 26 (this is a regularly 
scheduled work session) – Potential budget 
adoption by Town Council
Tuesday, June 9 (this is a regularly 
scheduled work session) – Town Council 
Budget Adoption 
The meetings will start at 7 p.m. and 
will be held at Town Hall, 221 S. Nursery 
Avenue.
The purpose of the work sessions is to 
discuss the Town Manager’s proposed 
budget for FY21.

link: https://www.loudoun.gov/2473/
Vacancies-on-Boards-Commis-
sions-Committe.)

Seduction

Despite my sanguinity about our 
current state of affairs, I always fear 
the subtle seduction of “growth,” 
“business” and “prosperity.” We have 
enough growth, business and pros-
perity now, and I hope our new su-
pervisors and commission members 
give short shrift to the developers and 
realtors who will try to seduce them 
for more.

A Few Catty Goodbyes

Editor: Whoa! Stop, Charlie! This is 
the most upbeat thing you’ve written. 
Don’t spoil it!

Charlie: But I want to trash some 
bad people who are gone … thankful-
ly.

Wife: Play nice.

Charles Houston developed office 
buildings in Atlanta, and has lived in 
Paeonian Springs for 20 years. He owns 
a donkey named “Dill,” and in addition 
to his donkey Dill, he has a beautiful 
wife named Emily.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
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the online form at Biz.Loudoun.gov/Farm-
TourApp.

“Most Loudoun County farms are fam-
ily-owned and operated small businesses. 
This is an opportunity to take the public 
behind the scenes of your #LoudounPos-
sible operations, forge relationships and 
generate sales,” said Loudoun Economic 
Development’s Executive Director Buddy 
Rizer. “This is a no-cost way to get your 

message in front of thousands of consum-
ers from around the region.”

Last year’s Spring Farm Tour attracted 
nearly 100 participating rural businesses, 
including traditional commodity farms, 
agritainment and agritourism businesses, 
craft beverage makers, community support-
ed agriculture fans, farmers markets and 
stands, farm-to-table businesses and more.

According to the most recent national 
farm census, Loudoun farms produce more 

grapes, more hops and more honey than 
any other county in Virginia.

Loudoun also leads the Commonwealth 
in alpacas and llamas, and has the most 
farmers who identify as women, Latinx, 
Hispanic, Asian or military veterans.

Farm tour locations will be promoted on 
LoudounFarms.org, social media, public li-
braries and other public buildings around 
the county, and through signage near par-
ticipating farms.

spring rite of passage – Siobhan O’Brien 
– on Feb. 29, the day the store’s first ship-
ment of newly hatched chicks was on dis-
play.  O’Brien works with the store’s man-
ager, Dan Virts, to run the sale.

We caught O’Brien just in time.  The 
store was nearly sold out, with this mes-
sage on the store’s Facebook page that 
evening: “Sold out of Gold and Silver 
Laced Wyandotte’s, Rhode Island Blues 
and Speckled Sussex. Still have nine ut-
terly adorable Austrolorps …”

O’Brien, who hails from Clarke County, 
has 100 birds of her own.  The lady is ob-
viously mad about chickens and all farm 
birds.  “Southern States,” she said, will 
have sold approximately 4,500 little bird-
ies by the time early- to mid-May comes 
around.

And, according to O’Brien, the sale has 
a pretty varied customer base.  “Families 
new to the area who want to do some 
farming,” she said, “usually start with 
chickens.

“Some people want to add more birds to 
their farm, and some people in the busi-
ness of selling eggs come in to buy, too.”

Southern States, she said, “Has the very 
best selection between breed and color.”  
And, she wasn’t just talking about the col-
or of their feathers.  The Southern States 
Purcellville website has a meticulous list 
of baby bird breeds that will be coming in 
over the next few months, and also tells 
you what color eggs the birds produce 
– from light brown to dark brown, from 
white, to blue, to green, to speckled.

And, “Here’s a little teaser,” said 
O’Brien.  “In May we will be selling a set of 

six Ayam Cemani chicks, one of the most 
rare domesticated birds in the world.”  The 
term Ayam means “chicken” in the Indo-
nesian language.  The bird is described as 
“all black, inside and out.”  Indonesia is 
where the breed is said to have originated. 
The Purcellville Southern States baby 
bird extravaganza continues through 
mid-May.  Different breeds will be for sale 
on March 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25 & 28 and 
April 1 & 4.  And, the last arrivals are ex-
pected to be there on May 16.

There is lots of time to experience this 
sweet rite of spring, and maybe pick up 
some chicks for yourself.  Some reserva-
tions are required for some birds.  The 
store’s Facebook Poultry Page has hour-
ly updates on the breeds available: www.
facebook.com/Southern-States-Purcell-
ville-Poultry-Page-629789494143742/.
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Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker Associate BrokerAssociate BrokerAssociate Broker
ABRABRABR ABRABRABR

100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B

Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620

linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

Sam Rees
Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Ray Rees
Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-470-0680
onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com
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A1 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES, LLC
www.LuckettsLandscaping.com

Reyes Henriquez  
571-490-1879  

A1Chilly@aol.com

Patios
Pavers

Walkways
Stone Work

Retaining Walls

FARM TOUR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25 

703-771-1110

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
LynneMcCabe@kw.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

PREMIER

CHICKS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

communications, IT, and data center 
services.

Bertaut has served the community 
in many ways. He has served for sev-
eral years as an adult leader for both 
his sons in the Boy Scouts. He serves 
on the Town’s Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Committee, helping 
to develop income from the town’s 
$130 million in underutilized assets.

Bertaut holds a Master of Arts de-
gree in Geography from the Univer-
sity of Georgia. His Masters thesis 
was published in a book of papers on 
Urban Geography. He has more than 
a decade of experience with geo-
graphic information systems.

Said Bertaut, “I am motivated to 
serve by a desire to engage more ful-
ly in public service to Purcellville. I 
believe citizen input is invaluable in 
helping to achieve the goal of what 
our citizens want in their elected 
leaders. I pledge to protect our small 
town way of life.” 

He lives with his wife, Elizabeth 
and two children in Hirst Farm, and 
can be reached at bertautforpurcell-
ville@gmail.com.

BERTAUT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 
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of the Plaintiffs [the Sierra family] 
and an award of damages.  On De-
cember 3, 2019, the trial court en-
tered its Final order.  On December 
19, 2019, the Defendant [Hood] filed 
his Notice of Appeal … Since the 
filing of the Notice of Appeal, the 
parties have reached an agreement 
thereby making this appeal moot.”

As the Blue Ridge Leader reported 
in January, in the dramatic and emo-
tional six-day trial, the seven-person 
jury was persuaded that Hood not 
only shot Sierra without justification, 
but also that he moved his police ve-
hicle afterwards to make the scene 
look more dangerous than it was.

Jurors also seemed to question 
Hood’s explanation of the sequence 
of events that took place and their 

timing.  Something was off.
Attorneys for the Sierra family had 

noted in a press release that as Of-
ficer Hood arrived on the scene, the 
youth was trying to distance himself 
from a friend present at the scene, 
Jared Mingo, and was walking “brisk-
ly” away.

But, said the Sierras’ attorneys, 
“Within 4.7 seconds of spotting Si-
erra and Mingo, Hood radioed to dis-
patch that he had located the indi-
viduals, parked and exited the vehi-
cle, moved to the left of his door, shot 
Sierra [three times in the chest and 
once in the shoulder] … and radioed 
back to dispatch … ” Hood’s message: 
“Shots fired, put several rounds into 
him, got the knife,” continued the 
press release.

“Evidence revealed,” said the Si-

erras’ attorneys, “that Hood com-
municated his location at 1:31 on 
the dispatch record and finished 
that call at 1:32 on the record. [But] 
evidence from Hood’s own expert 
established that it would take Hood 
approximately one second to exit the 
vehicle, and two seconds to shoot the 
four shots, and radio back to dispatch 
announcing the shots at 1:35 into 
the dispatch record …”

SIERRA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 
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Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DCLicensed in VA & DC

508 E. Market St.
Leesburg  VA  20176

-------
Cell: 703-577-6015

Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland

Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Commercial
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall RepairsJoel Welter

Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983 Offering 10% winter 

discounts on all interior work

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

www.KathyHessler.com

703-615-1493

1602 Village Market Blvd SE, 
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

703-378-8810
kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com

H   MES

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s 
Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, 
or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office 
at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.
fairhousing.vipnet.org.

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us

CL
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ED
S Office Nurse/Medical Assistant

Seeking full-time office nurse/medical assistants  
to assist Practitioners in a growing family practice  
with locations in Lovettsville and Purcellville, VA.  

We offer competitive salary and a full benefit 
package including 401K and paid time off. Great 

supportive work environment for new nurse grads 
and those just returning to the medical work force.  

MA/LPN/RN all encouraged to apply. Fax resume to  
(540)338-8235 or email to bwilkes@lmgdoctors.com.

703-450-4758

High Quality at Low Prices

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

Pick Up or Delivery

Mulch & Topsoil
Double Shredded Hardwood Mulch,  

Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips, 
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

   

Patios &  
Walkways

Retaining  
Walls

Drainage  
Solutions

Bobcat  
Services 

Grading  
and more!

Call or text Chris: 540-664-2340
Serving Northern VA for over 30 years!

Licensed - Insured - References

Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

See page 20
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avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs
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Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

WINTERSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

New Roofs/ 
Roof Repair

Siding Repairs/
Replacement

Skylight Repairs/
Replacement

Flat Roofs

Cedar Shakes

Wood Trim 
Replacement

Flashing Repairs

Storm Damage 
Claims

Hudson Roofing 
Company 

We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship 

FREE ESTIMATES
703-615-8727

HudsonRoofingCO@aol.com  
• No Job Too Small

• Owner Supervised
• Emergency 24 Hour Repairs 

Over 30 years experience with more than 
12,750 satisfied customers

VA Class A License 2705-028844A

ROOFING, SIDING,
WINDOWS, GUTTERS

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

Home of  the Shenandoah Craftsman

540-465-8055
28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA 22657

StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com

CARPET - VINYL - HARDWOOD - WATERPROOF FLOORING
CERAMIC TILE - LAMINATE FLOORING

Stone HouSe FloorS

StoneHouseFloorsVa.com

CCW Permit Course
Pistol Shooting & Safety Training
Home Firearm Safety Training
703.477.0751
RILA_CCW@outlook.com

The 2nd Amendment  
“Our Constitutional Right  
& Our Patriotic Duty”

Credit cards accepted. Gift certificates available. Certified Instructor

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

200 East Main Street, Purcellville, VA

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events
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Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

703-298-4090
Peter Guarino, Owner  

Pgua545705@gmail.com

Just One Call May Solve It All!

Kitchen • Baths
Basements • Plumbing 

Electrical • Carpentry
PETE’S 

HANDYMAN 
SERVICE

Licensed and Insured

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

Email Referrals Available

25%

SWEET JENNY

(540) 454-4001   
Brenda@SweetJennyPetSitting.com

Pet Care and House Sitting
Domestic Pet Care
Farm Animal Care
House Sitting
Mid-Day Visits

Find us on FB:  
Sweet Jenny Pet Care

f
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Leesburg- Fantastic
Farmette in the heart of Lucketts!

4.4 Acres with Pool

Downtown Leesburg- 
Charming Cottage in Premium

Downtown Location!

UNDER CONTRACT Hamilton-
Swanbourne Dr/Heather Knolls

Grand & Inviting Home with Pool

SOLD Purcellville
Willowin/Hunting Hills-

Greggsville Rd

SOLD Leesburg-
Merritt Farm Ln

Leesburg- 12 Acres with Pond
& Barn! 4 beds/4 baths with

1st Floor master suite

Summer Delivery Leesburg- 1.93 
Acres, 5 beds/5 full baths, Local

Builder Powers Homes $704,900 

JUST LISTED-
Adorable 2 level townhome

$304,900 

JUST LISTED Downtown
Berryville- Historic, Immaculate,

Garage & Large Yard!


