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County pencils in replacement of Philomont,
Round Hill, and Hamilton fire stations
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BY ANDREA GAINES

Loudoun’s FY 2021 budgeting process
has drawn attention to Capital Investment
Program plans related to three historic fire
stations in the western part of the County.
The stations are part of what is known as
the Loudoun County Combined Fire and
Rescue System. Comprised of over two
dozen career and volunteer companies,

space for these three fire departments, at a
cost of $72.5 million. Those plans include:

Replacement of Round Hill Station #4

Round Hill marked the opening of a
large, new Western Loudoun Sheriff’s Sta-
tion in 2016. The proposed new fire station
would be a part of the County’s public safe-
ty approach to this part of the area.

vides funding to design and construct a re-
placement 19,800 square-foot Round Hill
fire station. The facility will include appa-
ratus bays, bunkroom

facilities, a training room, break room,
restrooms, showers, food preparation and
dining areas, laundry and decontamina-
tion areas, and supply storage. It will also ‘ BluenmontCroperty.con
include a gear and hose drying area, a
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many of which have been in existence for a
half-century or more, the system operates
under the direction of Chief Keith Johnson.

The stations scheduled to be replaced
include those of the Round Hill Volunteer
Fire Department, organized in 1938, the
Village of Philomont Volunteer Fire De-
partment, started in the early 1950s, and
the Hamilton Volunteer Fire Department,
serving the community since 1944.

Size of replacement station: 23,300 sq.
ft. (19,800 sq. ft. — new Fire Station #4,
3,500 sq. ft. — sheriff station renovation)
Location: Not available, according to the
FYI 2010 Proposed Budget

Estimated Completion: 2026 Timeline:
Land, FY 2021; design, FY 2021, 2022,
2023; construction, FY 2024, 2025, 2026
Cost: $25.8 million (design — $5.5 million,
land - $1.4 million, construction — $16.5

breathing apparatus air compressor room,
a fitness room, offices, and a repair shop.
The Station will include the addition of a
brush truck.

“The project also includes a 3,500
square-foot addition to either the planned
fire station or the Western Loudoun Sher-
iff’s Station to provide a community meet-
ing room and ancillary support for the
community room (restrooms, vestibule
access, and additional required parking).”

Replacement of Philomont Station #8

The current Philomont Fire Station is
a mainstay of this small village, located
next to both the historic Philomont Gen-
eral Store and the Philomont Community
Center. Many of the roads in the immediate
area — dominated by small agricultural and
equine operations — remain unpaved. The
current station underwent major renova-
tions in just the last several years.

Combined, the CIP plans call for a total
of 63,500 square feet of new fire and rescue

million, “other” — $2.4 million)
According to the CIP, “This project pro-

Size of replacement station: 18,500 sq.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24»

BY ANDREA GAINES

They are Golden Lakenvelders ... Rhode Is-
land Blues ... Lavender Orpingtons ... Barred
Cochins ... Prairie Bluebells ... Buff Plymouth
Rocks ... Speckled Sussex, and, well too many
more to mention — dozens and dozens more, in
fact.

Are these types of flowers? Funny people
who dress up in costume and do funny dances?
Surprise! These are varieties of farm birds —
chickens, guinea fowl, ducklings, goslings, and
pheasants.

From late February through mid-May Southern
States in Purcellville brings in freshly- hatched,

Baby bird
extravaganza
at Southern
States,
Purcellville

1Y

carefully transported one-day old chicks, and,
in some cases pullets — 17-week-old birds of just
about laying age - for sale in the store.

We interviewed the lady in charge this early

A customer admiring one
of the chicks, “Oh, mom,
can we take some home?”
This question will be asked
throughout the coming
months!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28»

PROPANE COSTS

This Winter is the Ideal Time

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I'm not surprised,

as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

100 MUCH!

to Make the Switch.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you're making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com
\

Less® Local * Honest
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St. Patrick’s Day.
Subtle or not so subtle,

let the pets do the talking

BY ANDREA GAINES

St. Patrick’s Day is not really known
as a “subtle” holiday.

Grown adults show up at work wear-
ing bright green pants, or, if they are
more reserved, bright green socks or a
bright green silk tie.

Walking down the street, you’ll see
someone breaking into an Irish step-
dance, the tiny green ribbon on their
lapel the only thing that looks remotely
Irish.

And, all of a sudden, corned beef and
cabbage is everyone’s favorite meal.
Even vegetarians get into the act.

Of course, the most common way to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day is to search
your closet that morning and find
something green, anything green, to
wear.

But, why should you take all the

A fun St. Patrick’s Day foodie idea: Coddle
is a layered Irish dish, made in a crock pot or
casserole, meant to use up leftovers — meats,
potatoes and other starches, and onions and
other veggies. Sometimes the chef adds a
bit of Irish stout to give the dish some extra
richness and flavor. Cream can also be used,
and lots of flavorful herbs. Find a recipe that
might work with some of the leftovers in

your refrigerator. Just don’t forget to add
something ... green.

responsibility. Why not let our four-
legged friends do the talking for St. Pat-
rick’s Day this year.

We got this idea from a reader who
told us she was at her vet’s office on St.
Patrick’s Day one year and in walked
a tiny little dog dressed up as a Lep-
rechaun — green velvet two-piece suit
with rhinestone buttons, sparkling
green booties, and a tall, bright green
sequined hat. The dog was loving all of
the attention, oblivious to the fact that
he looked absolutely ridiculous.

You can take that more garish ap-

proach, or be more subtle with your pet.

Tie a green ribbon around your dog’s
tail. Cats of course will not tolerate
that kind of suggestion from a human.
But, all but the most persnickety dogs
won’t even notice.

You can probably get away with tying
that green ribbon around your cat’s col-
lar - if they have one. Just don’t let said
cat get near a mirror; for they would be
horrified at what they see.

A green neck scarf or bandana is a
good idea for a dog, too. But, again,
unless your cat is used to being dressed
up, avoid that. For cats, and the neck
area, think about a feather boa. Cats
are attracted to anything with feathers.
They put it in their mouth, shred it with
their claws and otherwise go off and
amuse themselves. They can be cruel
that way. But, give the green feather
boa a shot.

Doggie sweaters, in any shade of
green are a good choice, too. And, go
all out if your dog spends this time of
year in a sweater or jacket of some kind.
Just coordinate the sweater or doggie
jacket with a green scarf and/or a bright
green ribbon.

Finally, there is the subject of the
head. If you have an old St. Patrick’s
Day hat around, secure it to your dog’s
head with an elastic band and go forth
into the neighborhood. With respect to
cats and headgear, get your cell phone
ready, plop the hat on the cat’s head,
grab a selfie, and send it out as a text.
No one needs to know the headgear
was promptly ripped off and stuffed
under a bed somewhere.

Now, as we are out here in western
Loudoun County, there is always the
option of letting our farm animals —
horses, goats, cows, chickens — do the
talking on St. Patrick’s Day. We’ll leave
that creative exercise up to you.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

!
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Emerick fourth graers
learn about documents

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fras-
er paid a visit to the Emerick Ele-
mentary fourth grade class Friday,
Feb. 28, to discuss the importance
of documents ranging from the US
Constitution to the Town’s budget
and Comprehensive Plan.

When discussing the Town bud-
get, the class learned how a tax dol-
lar is spent in Purcellville. The class
had recently learned about frac-

tions, so seeing the dollar broken up
into percentages of how each dollar
is spent — was very interesting to
them.

The class also agreed that a dollar
bill can be considered a document,
because it stores and provides in-
formation. After 45 minutes of dis-
cussion with questions and answers,
the students were off to their next
class for the day.

Sign up to
Sponsor
and paint
abench #

Discover Purcellville, a com- \IIRGI IA |S FO

munity non-profit, is seeking
Artists for their 4th Annual

Summer art project “Painted
Benches around Purcellville”.

For 2020, custom made wood
benches are available - and crafted
right here in Hamilton for Loudoun’s
creative artists to paint. The past three
summers Discover Purcellville coor-
dinated the very popular community
art’s project “Painted Barrels around
Purcellville” and “Painted Benches
around Purcellville.” These previous
projects drew rave reviews and lots of
media coverage for Purcellville.

Once completed the Painted Bench-
es around Purcellville will be displayed
around town from May through Oc-
tober, in front of local businesses that
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have sponsored one.

In October they will be auctioned off
to raise money for the Purcellville Art
Gallery, and other community projects
spearheaded by Discover Purcellville.

This year all artists will to create a
Purcellville/western Loudoun theme
for this year’s painted benches project.
As in past years — it is anticipated to
attract a good deal of media cover-
age for Purcellville and all the tal-
ented artists. Interested in painting
abench? Contact Michael Oaks at
Dpurcellville@gmail.com or Text 540-
383-0009.
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Review Your Investment Objective

Periodically reviewing your investments
to help ensure they are on the right track is
an important and meaningful measure in
working toward your financial goals. Here
is a simple but valuable way to get more
from your investment
strategy. When your next
brokerage statement ar-
rives, check your account
profile to make sure that
all the sections are accu-
rate and up to date. This
includes your investment
objective, risk tolerance, and time horizon.

Investment objective. Focusing on
your investment objectives helps your
financial advisor align the other parts of
your investment strategy — risk tolerance,
time horizon, and liquidity needs - ap-
propriately. Asset allocation models are
grouped within three overarching portfo-
lio orientations:

Income: Portfolios that primarily seek
current income with minimal consider-
ation for capital appreciation. They usual-
ly have less exposure to historically more
volatile growth assets.

RICHARD RICCI

Growth and Income: Portfolios that seek a
blend of current income and capital appre-
ciation. They usually have some exposure
to historically more volatile growth assets.

Growth: Portfolios that primarily seek
capital appreciation with minimal consid-
eration for current income. They usually
have significant exposure to historically
more volatile growth assets.

Risk tolerance. Many investors differ
when it comes to factoring risk into their
investment strategy. Each investment
strategy should include an appropriate
mix of investments, based on the client’s
objectives. Risk tolerance is the amount
of risk you’re willing and able to accept in
order to pursue your financial goals. Risk
tolerance should be viewed along the fol-
lowing continuum:

1. Conservative investors accept the
lowest amount of risk.

2. Moderate investors seek a balance
between stability and appreciation
in their portfolio.

3. Aggressive investors accept a higher

risk for losses while seeking greater
potential for returns.

Time horizon. How long do you plan to
invest before you’ll need the money? The
answet, of course, depends on your stage
in life and your goals. Your time horizon
is the expected number of months, years,
or decades you plan to invest toward your
financial goals.Time horizon is generally
expressed as:

» Immediate — Less than 1 year
» Very short-term — 1 to 3 years
 Relatively short-term — 3 to 5 years

» Intermediate - 5 to 10 years

Long-term — More than 10 years

When checking your portfolio’s align-
ment, it’s also a good idea to make sure
you’ve accounted for your liquidity needs.
Liquidity need represents the extent to
which a customer desires the ability or has
financial obligations that dictate the need
to quickly and easily convert to cash all or
a portion of an investment. For reference,
cash is the most liquid asset, while real es-
tate, fine art, and collectibles are all rela-
tively illiquid. Liquidity needs include:

« Significant (primary need is liquidity)

» Moderate (may need quick access to
cash)

» None (have other sources of cash)

When building your portfolio, it’s im-
portant to evaluate whether your current
plan is aligned with your current goals and
risk tolerance. Talk with your financial
advisor to help ensure your strategy is on
track to achieve your goals.

Our firm does not provide legal or tax advice.

This information is not intended to be a client-
specific suitability analysis or recommendation,
an offer to participate in any investment, or a

recommendation to buy, hold, or sell securities.

This article was written by Wells Fargo Advisors
and provided courtesy of Richard Ricci in
Washington, D.C. at (202) 364-1605.

Investments in securities and insurance
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a
registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of
Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All
rights reserved.

CAR Approval Number: 0119-04566
CAR Expiration Date: 8/01/2020

When work consumes

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

Do you ever wonder if your job is getting
the better of you?

In her new memoir, Smacked: A Story
of White-Collar Ambition, Addiction, and
Tragedy, author Eileen
Zimmerman writes of her
ex-husband’s journey to-
3 ward an untimely demise.

Her ex-husband, Peter,
was a partner at an intel-
lectual property law firm in
California. He obtained a graduate degree
in chemistry, before opting for a career in
law. “Having grown up in a low-income
family, he didn’t want to worry about pay-
ing the bills again,” Zimmerman wrote in
The New York Times.

It wasn’t until after Peter’s death that
his family learned of his secret battle with
drug addiction. We don’t know all the rea-
sons why Peter became addicted to drugs.
Perhaps he was struggling with his mental

CALL JOHN.
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health or his chronic back pain. (Zimmer-
man talked of Peter’s chronic back pain
in an interview on NPR.) Meeting the de-
mands of his job likely played a role, too.
A job he remained dedicated to until the
very end. “The history on his cellphone
shows the last call he ever made was for
work...” Zimmerman wrote.

Peter’s story can affect us in different
ways. Zimmerman responded by pursuing
an advanced degree in social work, moti-
vated in part by the circumstances sur-
rounding her ex-husband’s death. Peter’s
story also seems like another lesson on the
danger of letting work consume me.

I see how easy it is for so many of us
to fall into the same trap. While circum-
stances may differ, many of us have trou-
ble achieving a suitable work/life balance
in the digital age. As professionals, we
carry our laptops with us, or have e-mails
and inter-office communications on our
phones. We can be contacted at any point

of the day or night, summoned to work at
a moment’s notice.

“The more money you make, the higher
the expectations,” a mentor of mine recent-
ly told me. Perhaps this serves as a caution-
ary tale. As the saying goes, “Moderation in
all things.” Yet achieving this aim, at least
when it comes to vocation, is tricky.

While perhaps it’s true that being a law-
yer has unusual demands, I think the ten-
dency to work long hours exists through-
out the workforce. I have struggled in this
area, regularly checking emails after hours
and answering messages over inter-office
communication late into the night. I rarely
take a day off; and even when I do, I find
it hard to stop thinking about work. Who
among us hasn’t found it true that it can
be hard to leave work at the office?

In no way am I saying that all worka-
holics will share the same ending to their
story. Nor am I advocating that people to
take their jobs less seriously, nor that it is
wrong to pursue a successful career. Yet
I wonder if it is possible to achieve some
sort of balance, where we build a success-

L

ful career, without neglecting our personal
lives.

Over the last few weeks, I've been doing
my best to stop responding to late night
emails or messages. I still work long hours,
but I do my best to create space in my
schedule to be emotionally present with
those I love. It’s been an adjustment, but
I've started to notice an increase in my
quality of life. Not to mention that taking
time for myself makes me sharper at work,
since I have time to recharge and perform
at a higher level.

So, to those of you struggling with leav-
ing work at the office, just remember that
while work is important, it isn’t everything.
Being successful can only take us so far.
I would wager that Peter’s family would
have willingly traded all of his success for
his presence. After all, money could never
make up for what they have lost.

Samuel Moore-Sobel has long been known
for his workaholic tendencies by those clos-
est to him. He is hopeful the new habits he
has formed will continue to take hold.
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Five areas of research every
parent should know about

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

With all of the advances in medi-
cine and science, raising children today
should be easy right? I suppose in many
ways the knowledge we
currently have, and our
immediate access to it
via technology, can make
parenting less complicat-
ed. But what about all of
the misinformation that’s
promoted in the news and that floods
our social media accounts? Throw in
long commutes, getting your kids to ac-
tivities and the various other parental
responsibilities, and finding the time to
read-up on research informed parenting
dos and don’ts can be difficult. As a child
psychologist, I'm informed by research,
and as much as possible, I think parents
should be too. The following are five ar-
eas of research that I think every parent
should know about:

Exercise and Athletics. Forget about
the old stereotype of “the dumb jocks,”
research studies have repeatedly shown
that children who exercise and who are
fit perform better academically than
children who are less active. In addition
to improved academics, children who
engage in sports have higher self-esteem
and leadership skills, do better social-
ly and have fewer emotional, substance
abuse and behavioral problems.

Athletes and students who exercise
on a regular basis are also more likely
to finish high school and graduate from
college than students who are not ath-
letic or do not exercise consistently —
one study found that former competitive
high school athletes earn somewhere in
the ballpark (pardon the pun) of 5 to 15
percent more across their careers.

Family Time. Spending quality time
with your child is extremely beneficial
in a number of ways. Spending time to-
gether as a family instills emotional se-

DR. MIKE

curity and helps to strengthen relational
bonds and interpersonal skills for your
child. It also provides opportunities for
children to learn about their parents’
values and morals, as well as family ritu-
als and traditions.

Moreover, 60 years ago the average
family dinner time was 90 minutes, to-
day it’s reported to be about 12 minutes.
Studies have shown that children who
eat dinner at least three times a week
with their family have better grades, and
lower rates of emotional, social and be-
havioral problems.

Sleep. Research has shown that near-
ly 25 percent of children will experience
sleep problems at some point during
childhood, and children with sleep prob-
lems have lower academic performance.
Research in this area supports the no-
tion that successful students tend to
sleep more. Sleep experts recommend
that children between 3 and 6 years of
age should get 10-12 hours of sleep per
night, children between the ages of 7 and
12 years of age should get 10-11 hours of
sleep per night, and children between 12
and 18 years of age should get 8-9 hours
of sleep per night.

Nutrition. Research in this area has
consistently shown that children with
poor nutrition have greater cognitive/
intellectual, social, emotional and be-
havioral problems compared to children
who eat healthily. And beyond your
child’s mental health and IQ, poor food
choices can lead to physical problem
(e.g., obesity and diabetes).

Technology. While it’s tempting for
parents to rely on screens to keep their
younger children happy and occupied,
parents really want to keep screen time
use to a minimum for infants and tod-
dlers. More specifically, research sup-
ports no screen time — to very limited
screen time for children under 2 years

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Elections and Consequences

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

“All politics is local,” or so claimed for-
mer Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill.
Old Tip once passed out in his dinner plate
at a St. Patrick’s Day
dinner at the Hiberni-
an Society in Charles-
ton, an unrelated tidbit
I'm passing along simply because I know
a witness to that splat. The adage aged
better than Tip’s meal and is endlessly re-
peated by politicians and the media. They
might be using it incorrectly.

Despite the blare of national politics, I
tender a more accurate saying: “Local pol-
itics is local.” With around two months of
freshly-constituted boards, committees
and commissions here in Loudoun Coun-
ty, let’s see how local politics is panning
out.

OPINION

The Board of Supervisors
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I rooted for a bi-partisan slate of candi-
dates and all but one, maybe two, won. My
preferences were not about social issues,
guns, climate, abortion or any of those
things. I just wanted a Board with a major-
ity of Supervisors who cared enough about
Western Loudoun to protect it with good
land use policies. I think we got that.

Every candidate in every district seemed
to voice support for the west. Time will test
their sincerity, but so far so good. There
were some early votes by the Board that
were very encouraging, such as rework-
ing the makeup of the powerful Loudoun
Water Board. We just saw a similar vote for
membership on the Facilities Standards
Manual Public Review Committee. Sounds
dull as dirt, but the FSM is the document
that controls how houses and roads must
be built; it affects everyone. The former
FSM committee had been packed by a sin-
gle, departed supervisor, and at first glance
it looked like my new Supervisor, Caleb
Kershner, was doing the same thing.

It turns out that his motives were log-
ical — he simply asked the FSM chairman
whom he should be appoint to that com-
mittee, got that guy’s list of names and
nominated them. Unfortunately, too many
of them were pro-development types.
People objected and ultimately additional

nominees were brought forward. Caleb
showed grace during this give-and-take,
and the newly confirmed FSM committee
appears to be fairly balanced.

Supervisors from eastern Loudoun com-
prise the majority of the new Board and so
far, it looks like most of them will support
land conservation in the west. I’'m particu-
larly glad that Mike Turner is one of them
- he’s impressed me as not just a support-
er of rural Loudoun, but someone who is
levelheaded and open-minded. 'm happy
with the holdovers from the old Board,
especially Tony Buffington who has been
stalwart in his dedication to saving our ru-
ral countryside.

Phyllis Randall

Phyllis looks like she’s at the top of her
game. When you become a member of any
new group, you face a very steep learning
curve. Phyllis climbed that curve in her
first term. Now she’s been reelected Chair
of the Board, a well-earned position.

She got my vote, she got some of my
money, and if she ever wants my help on
anything, she’ll get it, too. Loudoun is
lucky to have her leadership.

The Planning Commission

In an Op-Ed a year or so ago I consigned

most of the then-members of the Planning
Commission to the lower levels of Dante’s
Hell. They were a wretched bunch, often at
odds with the Supervisors who appointed
them, always at odds with the west, and
generally in bed with developers.

One who remains, Jeff Salmon, report-
edly presumed that he would be the chair-
man of this powerful commission. Not
so fast, Jeff. Your fellows chose someone
else.I consider three of the nine members
as my friends and I hear good things about
some of the others. That leaves me opti-
mistic that the Board and the PC will work
together, and towards the ends we want.

You Coward!

Yes, you! The County has 39 commis-
sions, committees, boards, councils and
groups, all comprised of ordinary cit-
izens. Some sound boring, others are
boring, but each one has a role to play in
what Loudoun is and what it will become.
Commonsense, diligence and a modicum
of intelligence are all that’s required of
volunteers, even on some of the groups
that sound technical.

There are still more than sixty (60!!!) un-
filled positions on these boards. Every one
of you has something to offer, but too many
Loudoun citizens seem to be too busy, too
lazy or simply don’t care. Prove me wrong
and volunteer. (You can easily find how to
do that on the County website. Here’s the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

— It Seems to Me —

What we can do to help prevent a Coronavirus Pandemic

BY JOE LAFIANDRA

By the time this article is published, in-
fections from the coronavirus that origi-
nated in China will probably reach 150,000
with a death toll of 3,000. Luckily, most of
the cases are still in
China. Unfortunately,
the death rate appears
to range from 2.5 to 3 percent. The an-
nual death rate in the U.S for the flu is 0.1
percent with an estimated 60,000 people
dying each year from the flu or its compli-
cations.

Many diseases like the new coronavirus
(now called Covid-19) end up infecting a
majority of the population, and become
what is called a pandemic, where the dis-
ease spreads worldwide in an uncontrolled
manner. This often happens when the
disease spreads to and from third world
countries where normal health care re-
sources are limited.

According to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), it appears that this is
starting to happen now. Pandemics are
devastating to a population; the so called
“Spanish” flu in 1918 became a pandemic
with 50 million people dying worldwide.

There are a lot of things we don’t know

OPINION

about this virus but, we do know that the
disease spreads more easily that the flu,
and that the death rate of those who get
the disease is much higher than the flu.
There is currently no vaccine or known
medication that can stop the virus. Gov-
ernments are frantically trying out known
anti-viral drugs and developing multiple
experimental vaccines. The current esti-
mate for a human vaccine to be available
is at least a year, which will be too late if it
becomes pandemic.

Consider these numbers, if 50 percent
of the U.S. population gets the disease,
it is estimated that more than 4 million
Americans will die. While governments
around the world are enforcing quaran-
tines on Chinese travelers and other areas
with known cases of the Covid-19 virus,
there are many things, you, the health care
system, and businesses can do to slow the
spread of the disease.

So, what can be done beyond the stan-
dard advice of washing your hands, don’t
touch your eyes and mouth, don’t share
food or drink, avoid crowds, and don’t
make contact with sick people?

You are probably aware of some of these
following suggestions. Wearing a standard

mask isn’t one of them, this type of mask
will only limit you from spreading germs
to other people; viruses floating in the air
around you will pass right through a stan-
dard mask. If you walk into a room where
someone who is infected has coughed,
there is little you can do short of leaving
quickly or wearing a bio-hazard suit to
prevent you from inhaling the contami-
nated air. The answer is, the infected per-
son must cough into a tissue or the crook
of his/her arm.

What I am going to concentrate on is
preventing you from bringing the disease
to your body by touching contaminated
surfaces. Your skin has evolved over mil-
lions of years to be a barrier against for-
eign organisms but, pathways into your
body such as the eyes, mouth, and other
mucus membranes will allow these organ-
isms to enter your body.

Before we start, the real question is how
long does Covid-19 remain viable on sur-
faces that you may touch? The answer is
we really don’t know exactly. We do know
that the Covid-19 virus can remain alive
for as many as 9 days on some surfaces.
Stainless steel and plastic surfaces seem

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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I support Matt Truong for Congress

Dear Editor:

The voters of the 10th Congressional
District will have a golden opportunity
to help drain “The Swamp” in Novem-
ber. Matt Truong, a
Conservative Repub-
lican from Fairfax
County, is running to unseat the Dem-
ocrat incumbent, Jennifer Wexton, who
has done nothing for the citizens of her
district here in Virginia. Instead, she has
spent her entire tenure spewing false-
hoods about President Trump, in a fruit-

LETTER

less effort participating in an attempted
coup aimed at reversing the election of
November 2016.

Matt Truong has a compelling story of
human grit and determination to suc-
ceed against the greatest of odds. Com-
ing to the United States after the fall of
the South Vietnamese government — he
was one of the “boat people” — and he
knows exactly how evil socialism is —
supported by our modern Democrat Par-
ty and Wexton. He is a shining example
of what immigrants can and should do

to succeed against the greatest of odds
by doing it the right way, that is, legally.

I have known Matt Truong for several
years and can say to anyone who will lis-
ten — this is a man of honor and integrity
who will work for us and not for himself
or The Swamp.

His record of success in the private
sector is enviable and is a testament to
his work ethic, intelligence, and get-it-
done attitude. Matt Truong is a strong
supporter of our constitutionally be-
stowed right to bear arms, and will fight

for that right on our behalf. He wants
to audit the federal government to scale
down agencies and departments where
needed. He is for term limits for all elect-
ed officials, and wants to build that big,
beautiful Wall on our southern border
ASAP. He also wants to have the death
penalty applied to anyone who kills a
law enforcement officer. The last person
I heard talk like that got elected Presi-
dent three years ago. Sign me up!
Lou Di Leonardo
Springfield

Save the sixty-years and running
Philomont Horse Show

Dear Editor:

The annual Philomont Horse Show
will not be gracing the Philomont Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s historic show
grounds in April, 2020. But, if the Philo-
mont community has anything to do with
it ... it will be back.
On April 27, 1957, the
fire department host-
ed their first fundraiser, the Philomont
VFD Horse Show. The annual tradition
has continued for over six decades with
the support of volunteers, sponsors and
riders enjoying one of the longest run-
ning horse shows in Loudoun County.

The Philomont VED was established n
1956. Residents supported the new orga-
nization the best they could, but needed
some fundraising ideas. First, came the
horse show and then “Pit Beef BBQ,” with
both events held in the spring and fall.
The Philomont VFD Ladies Auxiliary, also
established in 1956, held fundraisers in
support of the all-volunteer crew, too.

In the beginning, the horse show was
held at the Griffith family farm on Col-
chester Rd. Then in 1962, in support of
the Philomont community and the vol-
unteer fire department, the Pierce family
sold a seven-acre parcel along the his-
toric Snickersville Turnpike to the Phi-
lomont VFD ... for pennies on the dollar.
This established a forever home for the
Philomont Horse Show and other events
for the Philomont community. Philomont

LETTER
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residents played baseball games on the
weekends. Today, a local equine group
continues to use the grounds for practice.

As we entered the 21st century, atten-
dance at the BBQ, held on Mother’s Day
weekend, began to decline, due to com-
petition with numerous events being
held in Western Loudoun. The Philomont
VED horse saw a decline in the last five
years, and it became more difficult to get
volunteers to help.

Population increases in Loudoun
County have challenged long-standing
traditions such as our horse show. The
annual BBQ ceased and the Philomont
Ladies’ Auxiliary, supporters of the fire-
house for over 60 years, was retired in
2017.

As a community, however, we intend to
innovate and to preserve our most valu-
able traditions. Philomont is hoping to
find a local equine group to use the Horse
Show grounds as their home for compe-
tition, and to continue the 60-years-plus
Philomont Horse Show tradition.

The seven acres has plenty of room
for horse trailers, two rings, a secretary
shack, and a fully-restored cook shack/
concession stand for food and drink.
If anyone is interested in discussing an
equine event — or has other creative
ideas! — please contact Madeline Skinner
at info@philomont.org.

Madeline Skinner
Philomont

Your Window a

Door Specialist
(540) 837-9351

10 South Greenway Avenue, Boyce * www.ottercreekmillwork.com

Support Rob Jones

Dear Editor:

This coming November, we Virginians
of the 10th Congressional District (VA-
10) have an opportunity to vote for a can-
didate to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives that will represent our interests, and
our voice on the Federal level.

As a new resident to Loudoun County,
I love how diverse our Congressional Dis-
trict is. VA’s 10th covers parts of Fairfax
County, to Loudoun,
Prince William,
Clarke and even Fred-
erick County, far west of the metropolitan
hustle of Fairfax County. Our district is
distinctively diverse, with many back-
grounds, from urban to suburban to rural.

All constituents need a leader who is
familiar with their needs and concerns to
work on their behalf in order to accom-
plish community priorities. The Found-
ing Fathers designed the U.S. House of
Representatives for local men of all pro-
fessions, to represent the interests of
their neighbors and nearby communities.

Rob Jones is that leader for the 10th.
Lovettsville is his hometown. He has per-
severed under some of the most difficult
situations in the USMC. It was Rob’s job
to guide his fellow Marines through en-
emy minefields. It’s a very dangerous job
and in July 2010, while deployed in Af-
ghanistan, Rob stepped on an IED, which
resulted in double leg amputations above
the knees. Rob not only learned to walk
again, he learned to bike, row and even-
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tually run. While he was no longer able
to serve alongside his fellow Marines in
battle, Rob found a way to serve them and
other veterans here at home. He raised
over $125,000 for charities that aid others
like him who were wounded in battle. Rob
did this by biking across our country from
Maine to California. He also ran 31 mara-
thons in 31 consecutive days. Rob and his
wife own and operate a vegetable farm in
Middleburg, where they just welcomed
their first child.

After all of his trials and life altering
events, Rob could settle down and live
a quiet, peaceful life; he has certainly
earned it. However, this Marine see there
is more work to be done and is therefore
not done serving America. Rob will be a
voice not only for veterans, he will also be
a representative for his constituents here
in VA-10th’s. He listens and truly cares
about people. He is a uniter, not a divider,
and wants to bring a bipartisan voice to
Washington.

He will reach across party lines and
work with all members of Congress to
tackle real problems that we face here in
the 10th. We are in need of critical, out-
side of the box-thinkers. Rob possesses
these qualities and skills. He will stand
for, and honorably represent his fellow
Americans in the 10th. I strongly encour-
age you to get to know and support Rob
Jones on Nov. 3.

Erika Field
Sterling
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Purcellville Mayor Kwasi
Fraser announces re-election

Campaign

After receiving encouragement from
his family and continuing support from
the community, Purcellville May-
or Kwasi Fraser has announced he will be
seeking a fourth term as mayor in the up-
coming Tuesday, May 5, 2020, town elec-
tion. Fraser stated, “I am happy to an-
nounce my candidacy for Mayor, and I will
continue to provide an
innovative approach to
government, to mone-
tize our assets, and to
construct creative ways
to reduce the town’s debt
without imposing ad-
ditional financial bur-
den to our citizens. The
pressure from the de-
velopment  communi-
ty is never ending, and
we need a strong leader
who will keep promis-
es and remain commit-
ted once elected. In our
precious small town, development af-
fects many aspects of our lives: our trans-
portation, our staffing, our water resourc-
es, our schools, and our overall quality of
life.”

Under Fraser’s leadership, the Town of
Purcellville increased its non-tax revenue,
reduced its debt by over $7 million dollars,
deployed one of the first online financial
transparency portal in Loudoun County,
enabling citizens greater visibility into the
town’s financials, restructured its Waste-
water Treatment Plant debt to achieve mil-
lions in payment reduction, and welcomed
over eighty new businesses in the past two
years.

He also established a public private
partnership to transform a distressed
maintenance facility - a town-owned
asset — into western Loudoun County’s
first MakerSpace and manufacturing incu-
bator, and re-established the Purcellville
Train Station Advisory Board, advancing
the transformation of an underutilized
historic asset into a museum. At the coun-
ty level, Fraser was instrumental in reen-
ergizing the Coalition of Loudoun Towns,
partnering with Loudoun County’s mayors
to influence change at county and state
levels to protect Western Loudoun’s qual-
ity of life.

To preserve its citizens’ quality of
life and to create sustained prosperity
for Purcellville, Fraser’s agenda remains
focused on transparency, innovation, and
fiscal responsibility combined with slow
growth, low taxes, infrastructure enhance-
ment, and monetization of underper-

forming town owned assets. Toward this
end, he has led the effort to successfully
maintain Purcellville’s stellar AAA credit
rating by Standard & Poor’s. Further, in
2019, Fraser was appointed to the National
League of Cities Transportation & Infra-
structure Services Federal Advocacy Com-
mittee to champion the call for nationwide
transportation and infra-
structure funding.

Prior to Fraser’s elec-
tion as mayor, Purcell-

ville’s  Comprehensive
Plan, the blueprint
for its citizens’ vi-

sion for the town, had
not been updated in
eight years. Subsequent-
ly, he initiated an update
that is scheduled to be
adopted this fiscal year.

Fraser’s commitment
to Purcellville’s citi-
zens is that he will stand
firm on slow growth, prudent economic
development, operational efficiencies,
sensible zoning, and working with officials
to improve transportation and other infra-
structure needs. “Over the next two years,”
said Fraser, “the town will be working on
the all-important zoning ordinance. It is
essential to have a leader who, adhering to
the will of the people, will guide Purcell-
ville in the right direction.”

Fraser’s contributions to his corpo-
rate career include significant bottom
line contributions in operational effi-
ciency, business development, revenue
growth, and cost savings at AT&T, Sprint
Nextel, Marriott International, and Veri-
zon.

Fraser earned a Bachelor of Engineer-
ing degree from Stony Brook University,
an MBA in Finance from Rutgers Univer-
sity, an Executive Education certification
from Harvard Business School, a Project
Management Professional certification
from the Project Management Institute, a
Planning Commissioner certification from
the Virginia Land Use Education Program,
and a Blockchain for Business certifica-
tion from eCornell University, all of which
provide a sound foundation for leader-
ship of complex organizations.

In addition to his business and council
leadership responsibilities, Mayor Fraser
has actively engaged in community ser-
vice, youth sports, and local school activ-
ities. He has resided with his wife Angela
and their three children in the Purcell-
ville Locust Grove community for four-
teen years.
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Town Manager's proposed budget creates concern in Purcellville

BY VALERIE CURY ipated costs while maintaining the current level of

Purcellville Town Manager David Mekarski has pro- services that both residents and businesses have en-
posed a real property tax increase for the next calendar joyed.” He will present his budget proposal at a Town
year from the current rate of $.22 per $100 of assessed ~ Council Special Meeting March 18 at 7 p.m.
value to $.26 per $100 of assessed value. In addition, Mekarski’s office has recommended

According to a Feb. 25 press raising the Fireman’s Field Service
release, this proposed increase Tax District a half a penny, which
reflects, “the would give the Town an additional
maximum es- $75,000 for an Asset Management
timate that my Program for the upkeep of Fire-
office would propose as part of this man’s Field. “At a half penny in-
year’s budgetary process, which crease, the approximate increased
has yet to commence.” Mekar- annual cost to a homeowner for a
ski put out the proposed increase house valued at $400,000, would be
without notifying the Mayor or the approximately $20.00 (twenty dol-
Town Council. lars),” the release said. If the majority of Council votes

Mekarski said his approach “was to advertise a rate  in support of this increase, it would bring the rate back
providing maximum flexibility to achieve our antic- to the 2018 adopted rate — since the Council lowered

Cool urged citizens to look

at the budget and tell him

what to cut. “You will have
the same data | have.”

GOVERNMENT

the Fireman’s Field tax rate one half cent after the 2018
budget.

At the Feb. 25 Purcellville Town Council Meeting,
Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser said the Town Manag-
er’s press release came a week late. “This should have
been done before [his advertisement].” Fraser was re-
ferring to the public notice advertised in the Loudoun
Times-Mirror, saying it was, without explanation, an
unnecessary surprise to the taxpayers of Purcellville.

Fraser said his concern as a taxpayer is that residents’
assessed value has gone up, noting that one resident
said his assessment had gone up $50,000. “By virtue
of that assessed value going up $50,000” - he was fac-
ing the “equivalent to a tax increase to his household.
We will have that discussion to see where that .4 cent
proposed tax increase is coming from. Town Council
was not made aware of the advertised rate before it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

Hamilton Historic Landmark, Natural Mercantile

listed for sale

Hamilton, Virginia’s premier health
foods destination, Natural Mercantile has
been listed for sale.

Presented by Gloria Rose Ott, TTR
Sotheby’s International Realty, the list-
ing includes the ac-
claimed and historic
retail storefront, as

REAL ESTATE

well as the business contents of the oper-
ation, including its premium selection of
natural goods inventory and farm to table
provisions. The asking price is $779,000.
Ott is a Vice President at TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty.

L to R: Natural Mercantile owner Sue Phillips, Marina Wilson

and Sydne Iwerks.

e
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List Price: $799,000

Agent: Gloria Rose Ott, Broker Associate,

TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
(540) 454-4394
Photo Credits: McRae Visual Media LLC

“The sale of Natural Mercantile is one
of those rare occasions where
the history, the hard work of the
current owner, the location and
the future seem to converge,”
said Ott, “and it’s not surpris-
ing that it is here in Loudoun
County ... one of the wealthiest
and fastest growing counties in
the country, but
also one where its
rural spirit centers
how the communi-
ty sees itself.”Lo-
cated at 341 East Colonial
Highway in Hamilton, the
Natural Mercantile build-
ing circa 1890, has been a
presence for 130 years. The
Store is approximately 1344
square feet on .13 acres,
holds a VA ABC License, and
includes customer parking.

In the early 1970s, 2 ladies from Cali-
fornia started the health food movement
at the Mercantile. When Sue Phillips, the
current proprietor, purchased the opera-
tion in 2005, Natural Mercantile took the
charge of maintaining the region’s pre-
miere health and wellness destination to
a new generation of consumers.

“Our customers come from miles
around to experience Natural Mercan-

Trust Loudoun’s best
roofing contractor
to protect your
greatest investment

Tmdod

LOUDOUN

tile,” said Phillips, “And shop for key in-
gredients, supplements, CBD, and prod-
ucts that add to the health of their lives. It
is time for me to go and be a grandmother,
and I know the new and next owner will
enjoy growing the business into the next
decade or more.”

540-441-7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com
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Warner meets with the
Data Center Coalition

BY VALERIE CURY

U.S. Senator Mark Warner (D) met with
Loudoun County economic development
officials and data centers leaders on Feb.
28. The event was sponsored by the new-
ly formed Data Coalition and held at the
Equinix Campus Center in Ashburn.

The companies rep-
resented at the meet-
ing were Aligned En-
ergy, Amazon Web Services, CloudHQ,
Digital Realty, Equinix, Iron Mountain,
NTT RagingWire, QTS, Sabey Data Cen-
ters, and Vantage Data Centers.

Northern Virginia is the market lead-
er in data centers, with approximately
70 percent of the world’s internet traffic
passing through Loudoun’s data center
alley — making Loudoun the third largest
location for data centers — with over 100.

Data centers have created some 17,000
jobs in Loudoun and 45,000 across the
state. OTS Data Center’s Chief Hyper-
scale Officer and former State Delegate,
Tag Greason pointed out that data cen-

GOVERNMENT

Left to Right: Jon Lin, President Americas,
Equinix and Loudoun County Economic
Development Executive Director Buddy Rizer.

ters create more jobs than just the small
amount of people they employ, “look at
the parking lot, there’s 600 contractors:
that come to data centers on a daily ba-
sis.”

Said Loudoun’s Economic Develop-
ment Executive Director Buddy Rizer,
“I think about the way they have trans-
formed our economy, our county.” He
said that prior to data centers in Loudoun
nearly 81 percent of Loudoun’s tax reve-
nue came from home owners. He pointed
out that data centers are slated to bring
more than $400 million in tax revenue to
the county and they have reduced the tax
rate by 21 percent. “This has been trans-
formational to our County,” he said.

The sentiment in the room was that
the industry has changed and grown in
a positive way. It was pointed out that
people are understanding what the in-
dustry is about. Greason said perception
in the neighborhoods is changing, and

Left to Right: President, Data Center Coalition,
Josh Levi, Former Delegate and OTS Data
Center’s Chief Hyperscale Officer Tag
Greason, and Sen. Mark Warner.

the industry is involved in the commu-
nity - schools, retirement communities,
“It’s our job to tell the story.”

Attendees echoed that they are philan-
thropic in the community. They are also
preserving wetlands, they said. As far as
design, they are making progress not to
look like a “brick prison - not a big box”
- they are using buffering berms and
landscape.

Warner said he would like to see data
center projects in south-central and
south western Virginia. He said he would
look at state and federal incentives.

“We are grateful to Senator Warner for
joining us for Friday’s Data Center In-
dustry Roundtable, and for his extraordi-
nary efforts and commitment in champi-
oning and advancing Virginia’s technol-
ogy sector,” said Data Center Coalition
President Josh Levi in an email after the
meeting.

Continued Levi, “We have an import-
ant story to tell about the role of our
individual companies and our industry
collectively in powering the Internet and
the Cloud, as well as our substantial im-
pact in growing the economy, increasing
tax revenues, creating new markets for
renewable energy, training and upskill-
ing the workforce, and supporting our
local communities. We look forward to
continuing to engage with policymak-
ers, community leaders, students, edu-
cators and our friends and neighbors to
increase awareness of the data center
industry and its many benefits.”

Warner, along with a bipartisan group
of other Senators, has introduced legis-
lation to support U.S. innovation in the
race for 5G, providing over $1 billion to
invest in Western-based alternatives to
compete with Chinese equipment pro-
viders such as Huawei.

Warner finished the day in Bluemont
at Boulder Crest Retreat — a non-profit
facility that provides recovery programs
for military, veterans, first responders,
and their families.
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Upbeat tone, financial
independence, and resolve
in Purcellville Mayor’s
State of the Town address

BY ANDREA GAINES

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser is, if
anything, a seriously upbeat guy.

A get-it-done chief executive who
believes in the grassroots. And, a poli-
cy-driven legislator
sharply focused on
what it takes to run
a fast-growing town steadfastly deter-
mined to retain its small-town charac-
ter.

Each of these aspects of Fraser’s lead-
ership style and policy perspectives
were present in the annual State of the
Town address he delivered in February
— first at the Town Hall on Feb. 10, and
then at a Purcellville Business Associa-
tion luncheon on Feb. 11.

Fraser’s main message, articulat-
ed at the beginning of the speech, and
harkened to throughout, was clear and
inclusive: “Collectively,” he said, “our
Town Council, our operational team,
committees, commissions and boards,
and our citizens, and business commu-
nity have brought us to this point of
declaration ... the state of our Town is
strong and resilient.”

GOVERNMENT

Purcellville is where history and progress
meet

Immediately following the Pledge of
Allegiance, Fraser asked his audience to
remain standing for a moment of silence
to honor Mr. Edwin Potts, born in 1925,
who passed away this Feb. 6.

Potts served the country in WWII
aboard the USS Allagash, and, with his
son, worked the Orchard Crest Farm
upon returning from the war. Mr. Potts
was active in many local causes, includ-
ing many related to historic preserva-
tion.

Edwin Potts was “a partner, a neigh-
bor, and a friend,” said Fraser.

Humor and seriousness

“This is my fifth State of the Town
address,” Fraser said just minutes into
his speech. “The first time I started,” he
continued, “I accidentally said State of
the Union.” But, he assured those pres-
ent, “I have no political aspirations be-
yond this.”

Despite the humor, Fraser’s address
did not skirt any of the pressing issues
facing the Town, nor did the Mayor not
have a point of view on all of them.

“2019, in spite of the myriad of chal-

lenges,” he said, “was yet another great
year in the Town of Purcellville, as
we successfully garnered the majori-
ty Town Council vote to reject an an-
nexation application that would have
resulted in significant strain on our
transportation, water, operational in-
frastructure, and overall quality of life.”
It was a touchy subject to address — right
off the bat - in a town so often dominat-
ed by the forces of growth.

You’d think that the rejection of a
proposal to annex land into the Town -
to control more land — would be a bad
thing.

But, Fraser has made his reputa-
tion as a small town mayor by bringing
into focus the connection between bad
growth-related decisions and the pub-
lic purse, immediately following up his
statement about that failed annexation
with this one: “Our Town continued to
pay down its debt and focused on long-
term solutions to address the future
payment increase in the wastewater
treatment facility and funding for need-
ed future water infrastructure-related
projects.”

Fraser also addressed, head on, po-
lice department-related lawsuits, say-
ing “We successfully partnered with our
insurance company and all impacted
stakeholders ...” to avoid future costly
settlements. From Fraser’s point of view,
the Town was able to bring closure to a
major part of this chapter, and is confi-
dent that the Town and its partners will
successfully address remaining matters.

A thorough and independent Oper-
ational Audit made recommendations,
and the Town is acting on those recom-
mendations.

The Town has made enormous prog-
ress on its new Comprehensive Plan,
with adoption expected by the end of
this fiscal year. Here, Fraser acknowl-
edged the incredible work that had been
done by the Planning Commission.

The Town’s progress — whether on the
issue of reducing the debt, managing
Town assets in a more responsible way,
adopting a new Comp Plan, or working
through difficult investigative issues —
was testimony that Purcellville’s leader-
ship can “deliver what we promised ...”

We are “still your small town where
history and progress intersect and the
people prosper,” he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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LOUDOUN SYMPHONY

ale

CHEFS’ TASTIN

7:00-11:00 p.m., March 21, 2020
Lansdowne Resort & Spa
44050 Woodbridge Parkway, Leesburg, VA 20176
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Casa Nostra ¢« Chantel’'s Cakes & Pastries
D.C. Prime * Lansdowne Resort & Spa’» Magnolia’s at the Mill
Pazzo Pomodoro ¢ Tuscarora Mill

Dinner, Open Bar, Music, Dancing and Live Auction

Cocktail Attire

Tickets: $125 per person ¢ $1,500 Table Sponsorship for 10

For more details, visit loudounsymphony.org
For the Benefit of Loudoun Symphony Orchestra and Loudoun Symphony Youth Orchestra Program

LOUDOUN SYMPHONY
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“| cannot say enough
[about John, Owner],
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true professional.”

Julie Brodie, Owner/
Realtor, Engel & Voelkers,

Lansdowne/Tyson’s
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Officer in Sierra case abandons
VA. Supreme Court appeal and
makes court-ordered damages
payment to family

BY ANDREA GAINES

On Now. 5, 2019, the jury found in favor
of the Sierras in the death of their son,
17-year-old Christian Sierra, by Purcell-
ville Police Officer Timothy Hood. Sierra
was shot dead in May 2014 by Hood, who
was responding to reports of an attempted
suicide by a teen. “It was a good shoot,”
Hood told Sergeant Guy Dinkins at the
time.

Now, at least one part of this long and
tragic story has been brought to a close.

According to a press release issued by

Thomas K. Plofchan, Jr. and Jacqueline A.
Kramer, attorneys for the Sierra family, af-
ter months of court filings by Hood — in-
cluding one in which he seemed intent on
taking his case all the way to the Virgin-
ia Supreme Court — “Hood filed a motion
to dismiss his appeal, and the judgment
amount, interests, and costs have been
paid in full.”

Court documents for Hood’s motion to
dismiss his own appeal read: “On Novem-
ber 5, 2019 in Loudoun County Circuit

Court, the jury returned a verdict in favor
CONTINUED ON PAGE 29»

Bertaut announces run for Purcellville
Town Council in May 5 election

Christopher “Chris” Bertaut
is running for the Purcellville
Town Council in the May 5
election. Bertaut says his pri-
orities are four-fold: to keep
taxes low; to encourage slow

growth;

GOVERNMENT to im-

prove the
Town’s infrastructure of water,
sewer, roads, and telecommunications;
and to encourage innovative and trans-
formative solutions to the problems that
face Town residents. He has experience in
working with diverse groups of people to

reach accord and move projects
forward which will make him a
valuable addition to the Town
Council.

Bertaut grew up in Washing-
ton, DC and attended public
schools there. Since then, he
has lived in Florida and Georgia
before settling in Northern Vir-
ginia after graduate school.

He has been employed locally in the
telecommunications and IT industries
for the last 22 years. His employers have
included some of the top names in tele-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

Real Estate Tax Relief applications available
One seminar left — March 10

Loudoun County Commissioner of the
Revenue Robert S. Wertz Jr. has scheduled
free information ses-
sions to familiarize
residents with the
eligibility criteria for
the county’s generous real estate tax re-
lief program and new eligibility thresh-
olds for 2020.

Loudoun County homeowners age 65
or older or with disabilities who are below
established income and wealth limits may
benefit from a reduction in the amount of
property taxes they pay. Qualified appli-
cants for real estate relief must have a
gross combined income less than $72,000,
and net worth less than $920,000. Up to
$10,000 in income of a spouse or relative
residing in the home is excluded from the
income calculation. Program participants

GOVERNMENT

saved almost $8 million in real estate tax-
es in tax year 2019.

Find out about the county’s tax relief
program and have your questions an-
swered. No appointment or RSVP is re-
quired to attend; the last session begins
at 10:30 a.m. at the Rust Library, Tuesday,
March 10 - 380 Old Waterford Road N.W.,
Leesburg.

Online applications are available at
loudoun.gov/taxrelief. Residents may also
call 703-737-8557 to have a form mailed
to them or they may pick one up at the
Commissioner’s offices in the Loudoun
County Government Center, 1 Harrison
Street SE in Leesburg or the Loudoun
Tech Center, 21641 Ridgetop Circle, Suite
100 in Sterling. Additional information
about the program is available online at
loudoun.gov/taxrelief.



MARCH 2020

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com 15

Loudoun County’s
FY 2021 Budget

Bigger and bigger, but will citizens

decide it is better?

BY ANDREA GAINES

Loudoun County Administrator Tim
Hemstreet presented his proposed FY
2021 budget to the Board of Supervi-
sors on Feb. 12. The 2021 fiscal year
will officially begin on July 1, 2020.
The day before, on
Feb. 11, Hemstreet
had presented his
proposed FY 2021
Capital Improvement Program budget
to the Board’s Finance/Government
Operations and Economic Develop-
ment Committee.

Consideration of the County budget
- for FY 2021, $3.024 billion — began
in late Feb., and will continue through
much of March.

The preparation and adoption of
Loudoun County’s annual budget is an
approximately 10-month process. For
this cycle, it began in July 2019, and
is expected to end in early April 2020,
when the final budget is adopted.

GOVERNMENT

Lay it out and get buy-in

The development and adoption of the
budget operates on two tracks.

It is a nuts and bolts financial exer-
cise, with thousands upon thousands of
numbers adding up to what the Coun-
ty brings in revenue wise and what it
plans to put out expenditure wise. But,
as with the Envision Loudoun Com-
prehensive Plan process, it is also a PR
exercise, looking for buy-in from the
various citizen, business, and County
departments impacted.

There are three main parts to the
429-page budget document: An Execu-
tive Summary, a detailed explanation of
General Fund Revenue and Trends, and
an even more detailed explanation of
Operating Expenditures.

The names and titles of the many top
level County employees involved with
the budget are here, from the individu-
al members of the Board of Supervisors
- many of whom will vote on the bud-
get for the first time — to Administrator
Hemstreet, Chief Financial Officer Erin
McLellan, Deputy Chief Financial Offi-
cer Janet Romanchyk, Acting Assistant

The County’s FY 2021 budget, hearings
schedule and supporting documents can
be found at https://www.loudoun.gov/
budget.

Director Caleb Weitz, Assistant Direc-
tor Megan C. Bourke, Rebecca Kummel,
Administrative Manager for the group,
and, the many, many dedicated Coun-
ty staff who put the budget together.
This includes leadership and staff with-
in the Budget Planning and Policy Divi-
sion, the Department of Transportation
and Capital Infrastructure, the Program
Evaluation and Research Division, and
the Capital Budget Planning and Policy
Division.

A very big lift - politically

The budget is a very, very big lift —
mindboggling in its complexity and
reach, while at the same time carrying
with it enormous implications for the
individual homeowner, the farmer, the
small business owner, and the taxpayer.

For this reason, selling the
budget to the public is Kkey.
Before getting into the numbers, the
budget document points out that
Loudoun County received a Distin-
guished Budget Presentation Award
from the Government Finance Offi-
cers Association of the United States
and Canada for it its effort to “publish
a budget document that meets pro-
gram criteria as a policy document,
as an operation guide, as a financial
plan and as a communication device.”
Again, this is a financial exercise as well
as a PR exercise.

The property tax rate rules

In a transmittal letter from Hem-
street to the BOS - that letter being
the formal message delivering the doc-
ument to the Board - the County Ad-
ministrator said that while he had been
asked to base the budget on the current
real property tax rate of $1.045 per $100
of assed value, based on “slight posi-
tive shifts ... in the revenue picture,”
and “a reduction in the anticipated
Loudoun County School Board (LCPS)
request ... I have proposed the FY 2021
budget at the tax rate of $1.035, which
is one cent below the current rate ... ”
In that transmittal letter Hemstreet also
noted that he had been asked to prepare
“two additional tax rate scenarios”
one at one cent higher than the current
rate and one at one cent lower. So, said
Hemstreet, “I have prepared the Pro-
posed Budget at the $1.035 tax rate and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

A Division of J.R. Snider, Ltd.

Healthy Water Means
A Healthy Home

Does your home’s water smell
like a swimming pool?

While chlorine does a great job of eliminating
most pathogens from the water we drink,

this powerful chemical has a downside when it
comes to drinking it (and let’s not get started
with the unappetizing smell).

Luckily, we have a water treatment solution
that’s right for you. Call us today for your free
water test and to learn more about having the
healthiest water for your family!

waER@RE'

Authorized Water Treatment Dealer

Tap into a healthier life.
540-687-5232 « 703-771-3308

www.jrsnider.com f
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TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE

Candidate Forum

Friday, March 27
at
The Carver Center

200 E WILLIE PALMER WAY, PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
6-9 pm

6-7pm Appetizers and meet the candidates
7-8pm Mayoral candidates
8-9 pm Town Council candidates

Open to the public

Come with your questions.
All candidates invited.



MARCH 2020

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

17

No County action on Gable Farm landfill,
but state-level landfill legislation is heating up

BY ANDREA GAINES

Despite years of controversy, the
County has taken no concrete action on
the Gable Farm personal recreational
field, a landfill, more than 30 feet high in
some places and containing anywhere
from 220,000 to 420,000 (or more) cubic
yards of dirt. The landfill is located just
east of Hamilton on
business Rt. 7.

While the property
owner has stopped the dumping, a for-
mal plan to rectify the situation, prom-
ised now for over a year, is nowhere to
be seen.

It is a different story on the state level.

Two Virginia bills, HB1310 and
HB1639, address the unregulated dump-
ing of fill dirt on agricultural lands. The
House bills are the work of two biparti-
san Piedmont legislators, Delegate Mi-
chael Webert (R-18) and Delegate Eliza-
beth Guzman (D-31), and would require
notice to localities when a construction
site is disposing of dirt on rural lands,
and create a working group to research
and make recommendations to the Di-
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* Tree trimming
* Tree removal
 Stump grinding
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rector of Environmental Quality.

Both bills have passed the Virginia
House of Delegates and the Senate.

With respect to the growing problem
of dumping on rural lands, the working
group referred to in HB1639 would ad-
dress the following issues: 1) “the need
of road construction and development
projects to dispose of dirt in a respon-
sible manner,” 2) “the practice of rural
landowners charging a fee to allow the
use of their lands as disposal sites,” 3)
“the extent of monitoring for possible
contaminants or effects on groundwa-
ter when dirt and rubble is deposited
on agricultural fields,” and 4) “the use
of rural lands by dump trucks traveling
to disposal sites and any effects of such
travel, including road damage, traffic
congestion, noise, and the loss of a por-
tion of the dirt during transit in the form
of dust or mud.”

A Piedmont Environmental Council
link urging citizens to write their sena-
tors — which features a photo of the dirt
fill activity at Gable Farm — contains the
following language. “The dumping of

Insured

excavation fill dirt from construction
sites on rural lands has become a sig-
nificant problem in several counties in
Virginia, including Fauquier, Loudoun,
Prince William, and Albemarle. Increas-
ingly, many in the construction industry
are looking to rural lands as a cheaper
alternative to regulated sites. Without
proper oversight, the practice of dump-
ing construction site fill dirt on rural

land comes with significant negative
impacts — with adjoining landowners
often the hardest hit. Those impacts in-
clude: soil erosion, flooding, dust, noise,
truck traffic, damage to public roads ...
and potential contamination of land and
water resources.”

A video documenting the conditions
at the landfill on Gable Farm can be seen
at www.loudounrurallandfills.com.

The Middleburg Concert Series Presents

Russian Reflections

Featuring The

[1hnois Arts Trio

Performing works for piano, cello and violin

Sunday, March 22nd at 4PM

Middleburg United Methodist Church
15 W. Washington St., Middelburg, VA

A “meet the artists” reception will follow the performance.

Tatiana Shustova - Dr. Aaron Jacobs - Amy Catron

(pianist)

@rﬁ;ﬂr’ﬁﬁﬂ{;
| [FREN | rd

(violinist)

(cellist)

<Concent Sponsor -

TREIDENT e omGatewond

Tickets available at www.evenbrite.com and at the door.
Admission: $20 per person. Students and guests under 18: Free
Tickets can also be purchased by mail to:

Middleburg Concert Foundation, PO Box 1967, Middleburg, VA 20118

For more information visit www.middleburgconcerts.com.

Email: middleburgconcerts@gmail.com
Phone: 540-592-1660
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Oakridge Auction Gallery

Where the thrill is in the beauty, the bidding, and the rarity

BY ANDREA GAINES

If you have never been to a live auction of really |
beautiful, really interesting, really rare things — Chi-
nese cloisonné, fine watercolors, miniature bronzes,
unusual antique toys, finely-carved jade, Sheffield
silver plate tea caddies, and the like — let yourself be
transported to that world right now.

Just minutes from the farms and villages of west-
ern Loudoun is the internationally-known Oakridge
Auction Gallery, in Ashburn.

There are two competing time frames here.

There is the quiet, reflective
moment when collectors and/or
their agents, and lovers of beau-
tiful things wander the gallery to
see what is new and/or about to be
put up for auction.

And, there is the wildly energet-
ic moment when specific pieces
hit the auction block, the bidding
process begins and the hammer comes

From L to R: Tia Lunghi, Stephen Hansen, John Toland, Andrez Leon,
Edward Hocevar, Katharina Biermann, Keith Spurgeon, Alison Eubanks.
The vase held by Andrez is a Chinese blue and white gu vase decorated
with phoenix among flowering branches.

Chinese
cinnabar with

jade snuff bottle looking for pieces that might be missing from a museum’s

collection.

down, signaling a successful sale.

Oakridge Auction Gallery caters to a wide variety of au-
diences and clients with an equally wide range of tastes
and financial resources.

Some are wealthy clients carefully adding to or trying
to sell their private and finely-tuned collections of art, an-

Some are people who have come into a piece of art,
or sculpture - or a special artifact — and need the help
of a professional to sell it at a good price. Some are in-
dividuals new to the whole process who want some-
thing beautiful for their home, or, to give as a gift.
But, the essence of the place is how the magnificent

rary — come in to Oakridge ... and how they go out.
Some sell for the hammer price of several hundred dol-
lars, and some sell for hundreds of thousands. But, all
are treasures to the lucky individual, or museum or other
place that they will now call home.

How the consignment process works

Oakridge Auction Gallery works on a commission,
with a sliding scale depending on the value of the
item being sold. The gallery meets with consignors
and provides free estimates for evaluating the item,
which, according to Oakridge is “the price an item or
group of items may be expected to bring at auction...
based on past auction performance for similar items
and current market conditions.”

Photos of items families and individuals might
want to discuss consigning with the gallery are readily
accepted on the Oakridge website (www.oakridgeauc-
tiongallery.com).

With items that need to be seen by the gallery in
person, Oakridge is happy to schedule an appoint-

ment to do so. The gallery also schedules regular auc-
tion evaluation days.

Abidder’s paradise

Oakridge Auction House’s Katharina Biermann,
Press Liaison & Events Manager describes the actual auc-
tion and bidding process this way.

“Auctions take place in the company’s Ashburn show-
room,” said Biermann, “Which is transformed into a large,
open, and exciting space, with bidders participating right
there onsite and remotely.”

Live bidding in the showroom is perhaps “The most

tiques, and other goods. And, some are curators or agents ~ things - big and small, old, ancient, or contempo- CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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or less, call Jim for the current price.

C) 2020, all rights reserved.

. (703)777-2051 .

}* Valid for current, former and new customers.

| Amount will be pre-authorized on credit card before delivery. |
Price only valid for customer owned tanks 500 gallons and larger.

| No extra delivery or hazardous material fees.

| Please allow one week for delivery and offer subject to expiration without prior notice. |

Only valid in zip codes: 20117, 129, 132, 134, 135, 141, 158, and 180.
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OAKRIDGE GALLERY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

exhilarating,” says Biermann.

But, it’s the dynamic between people
present in the room, collectors and agents
on the phone, people bidding online and
absentee bidders that creates the excite-
ment.

Bidders and/or their agents first com-
plete a registration and authorization
form and are provided with a bidder num-
ber paddle, allow-
ing them to bid at
a specific auction.
Once approved as
a bidder for that
auction ... the fun
begins.

Bidders who can-
not be present in
person, or do not
wish to bid online, can participate as a
telephone bidder by registering prior to
the day of the auction and following a sim-
ilar signup process. They, too get a bidder
number paddle, working with an Oakridge
telephone bidding clerk to make their bid-
ding wishes known.

A proxy bidder system allows people
who cannot be present, and people who
cannot bid online or by phone to bid up to
the maximums indicated at the auction for
which they have registered.

Chinese cloisonné
elephant

The treasures being sold

We asked Biermann to tickle our fan-

cy with some of the more unusual pieces
that had sold through the gallery recently
and what is coming up. And, her true love
of her job and the business came shining
through.

“Take close look at the 18th century
Chinese cloisonné elephant (Lot 264) from
our December 2019 sale,” she said. “This
piece came to us from a client in Penn-
sylvania, from whom we have received
additional items that will be allocated to
our upcoming summer and autumn sales.
Elephants are generally considered an
auspicious symbol in Chinese art, but the
way in which the elephant is depicted,
and what it is depicted next to, changes its
overall meaning ... the elephant is depict-
ed with a vase on its back; this is actually
a visual-linguistic 