Rays of hope

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Today, as we go to press and
Covid 19 cases and deaths con-
tinue to rise, the notion that
we’ll return to “normal” seems
remote. But stop and think for
a moment how we’ve actually
been able to meet many of our
day-to-day needs thanks to le-
gions of neighbors working in
our essential local businesses.
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You can still go to Giant, Har-
ris Teeter, and Safeway where
the shelves are being restocked
as quickly as possible given few-
er truck deliveries. Familiar fac-
es are still manning the check-
out lines, and the friendly guy
who runs the deli is still broiling
chickens for your dinner. If your
favorite restaurant is closed,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27»
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Two Million in
savings for Purcellville

Kyle Laux from Daven-
port & Company LLC, the
Town of Purcellville’s fi-
nancial advisor, had good
news for the Town at the
March 24 Purcellville Town
Council meeting. In Febru-
ary, Davenport was seeking
competitive bidding from
institutions, since interest

rates at that time were very
low. Davenport was seeking
to refinance two bonds -
2020A and 2020B Refund-
ing Bonds. The company
initially was hoping to see
a savings of an estimated
$800,000 to $900,000. But,
said Laux, referring to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26»
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photography. Follow his Facebook page: @AbovelLoudoun to see more of his local works. Pictured is the Town of Purcellville.
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Brian Balik is a Loudoun based photographer who specializes in aerial and nature photography. He uses his images to educate residents of Virginia, and spreads positive messages through his

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years | have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I'm not surprised,

as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you're making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg
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A
) Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com
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Delivering Results
Via Partnerships

Partnered with Delegate LaRock to re-
open DMV Select service in Western
Loudoun County.

Partnered with former Senator Black to
evaluate the viability of a Veterans
Administration Clinic in Purcellville.

v Partnered with the county to secure
$875,000 in funding for the A Street
Trail extension from Blue Ridge Middle
School to South Maple Avenue.

Partnered with the Department of
Environmental Quality to receive
approval to add 100,000 gallons per
day of non-potable water for economic
value in Purcellville.

Partnered with Loudoun County
Economic Development, drone
operators, and the FAA to enable the
advancement of innovative applications
in the multibillion dollar drone
industry.

Supported extension of the Fiber Optic
Broadband to county facilities in
Purcellville while increasing revenue
from the Town’s Right of Way.

FOR M AYOR

RE-ELECT
TUESDAY, MAY 5

Fraser’s Proven
Record Putting
Purcellville’s

Citizens First

Slow growth - continued to champion
our small town feel and character,
avoiding dense up-zoning through
haphazard annexation.

Increased transparency and
accountability so our citizens know
how their tax dollars are being spent
and managed.

Lowered our debt by $7.4 million
without relying on increased taxes,
fees, unchecked growth and
annexations, while maintaining strong
credit ratings.

Welcomed over 80 new businesses
during the past two years.

Advanced Purcellville’s Comprehensive
Plan for targeted adoption in 2020.

Partnered with state agencies to obtain
sustained economic value from
reclaimed water and forestry
management program.

Established western Loudoun’s first
Makerspace and manufacturing
incubator.

Vote at Bush Tabernacle
250 S. Nursery Avenue, Purcellville

Putting Citizens First

Fraser’s Goals

% Partner with county and state
government to accelerate the Route
690 / Route 7 interchange and 287

(Berlin Turnpike) and Route 7

transportation projects to reduce traffic

congestion.

% Continue to champion our small town
feel and character by opposing
unchecked annexation that ignores
traffic, water, and school infrastructure
impacts.

v Reduce our debt and reduce out taxes
through innovative public private
partnerships and monetization of Town
owned assets.

% Complete a comprehensive
transportation and water study with
actionable insights for improvement of
these critical infrastructure
components.

Strive to keep our general fund
revenues exceeding our budget
projections and to keep our
expenditures below budget.

v Advance our broadband initiatives to
make fiber and wireless based internet
access available to more users, at a rate
of 25 megabits per second or greater.

e Increase events at Fireman’s Field and
at Bush Tabernacle.

o W
Follow me on Facebook and Twitter
www.fraserformayor.com

Paid and Authorized by Fraser for Mayor

IMPORTANT UPDATED ELECTION INFORMATION

VOTE ABSENTEE All voters are eligible to vote absentee by

choosing the “iliness" option because of Covid-19.

- In-person absentee vote at the Office of Elections, 750 Miller Drive SE,
Suite C, Leesburg, VA 20175. Last day to vote in-person absentee May 2, 2020.
-»\ote by mail. Last day to request a ballot be mailed to you is Tuesday, April 28,

2020 at 5:00 p.m. https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/Voterinformation

VOTE ON MAY 5th

Due to Covid-19, the Town of Purcellville Election on
May 5 has been moved to Bush Tabernacle,
located at 250 S. Nursery Avenue to better maintain
social distancing and to protect citizens.

' 3.
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Update on Hillsboro’s ReThink9 progress

While COVID-19 has placed limitations on nearly all
activity and public group interactions, the Hillsboro Re-
Think9 Traffic Calming and Pedestrian Safety project is
moving ahead at full throttle and, according to Hillsboro
Vice Mayor Amy Marasco, the Town’s project team con-
tinues to find innovative ways to conduct public out-
reach. One key way to share progress, said Marasco, is
through the communications network named the Re-
Think9 Compass.

The Compass is an advisory group of individuals,
businesses and residents inside the Town and from the
North, South, East and West of Hillsboro that provides
the project management team with direct and reliable
information as the project progresses. The group gets
direct updates about the project and in turn provides the
team with questions being raised by their communities
and associations.

Run by Marasco, in her role as Deputy Project Man-
ager and the ReThink9 Communication Specialist
Christi Maple, the Compass typically meets once every
other month and conducts weekly check-ins. Despite

the limitations on in-person meetings imposed by the
COVID-19 crisis, Maple continues engagement with
Compass members via email, providing construction
and traffic news and receiving questions and inputs.
Maple said the team will soon begin providing detailed
descriptions of discrete elements of the project Compass
members have asked for.

“Typical construction projects conduct their public
outreach during the early design and planning stages,”
Marasco said, “but the Town continued significant out-
reach throughout the planning stage. We are now eval-
uating virtual platforms that we can use to continue to
share project information and updates directly with the
public,” said Marasco.

Mayor and Project Manager Roger Vance said despite
the Covid-19 situation work continues on the project,
which officially began March 4. “Our construction crews
have been following appropriate safety protocols as they
conduct their daily work. It starts the minute they arrive
at the work site during their daily field safety meeting—
held outdoors and in small numbers—and as they limit

work operations to three to four crew members in order to
maintain space. Their health and safety are paramount.”

In April, Vance said, the public can expect to see signif-
icant progress on both eastern and western roundabout
construction. Throughout this period, two-way traffic is
maintained with limited and intermittent flagging op-
erations along Route 9 (Charles Town Pike). The west
roundabout retaining wall is well under way, enabling
earthwork and roadway construction into the Stony
Point Road intersection.

According to Vance, at the east end of Town, the crews
will be building the entrance at the Hillsboro Charter
Academy directly onto the east roundabout. Working
closely with Verizon and Dominion, utility duct bank
construction will be underway from Hillsboro Road to
Gaver Mill Road.

Information about the project is available at the Re-
Think9 Facebook page (@ReThink9va) and at www.Re-
Think9.com, where visitors can sign up for the ReThink9
Dispatch and receive timely updates on construction
and traffic.

Raven family to delay restoration of full

Local realtor gives toys and

Town cell phone coverage until June 1

BY ANDREA GAINES

Many Purcellville residents will have to wait
an extra month for more consistent cellular
phone coverage to return, as Town leaders
work to protect a family of ravens nesting on
the Maple Avenue water tower.

The Town staff has decided to postpone the
bulk of water tower structural repairs from late
April to June 1. That was done to protect the
ravens nesting on the tower. Once the eggs are
hatched, the hatchlings will remain in the nest
for another month or so. Capital Projects & En-
gineering Manager Dale Lehnig said the Town
staff still needs to talk with Pittsburgh Tank &
Tower to determine if it can postpone that ex-
cavation portion of the project, which will see
crews dig 12 feet into the ground around the
tower’s legs.

The excavation work was originally sched-
uled to begin once Suez Water Technologies
finished welding work on the tower, which it
began March 7. Lehnig said the Suez crew is
performing that work during limited hours and
with additional cautions to protect the ravens.

She said that, while the crew would have
liked to work on the tower from dawn to dusk,
it won’t begin work until 9 or 10 a.m. and will
end the day at 4 p.m. Crew members will also
block their welding activities from the birds
using a fireproof blanket. If the female raven
leaves the nest for more than 10 minutes, the
crew will stop work for 10 minutes to allow her
to return.

Loudoun Valley High School Environmen-
tal Science teacher Liam McGranaghan is also
monitoring the female’s reaction to the work,
along with Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy
volunteers, Executive Director Michael Myers

said.

Lehnig said the limited hours won’t delay
the welding work much.

In a March 11 email to the Town Council,
Lehnig wrote that the shortened work hours
would allow the birds “down time” with no
disturbance during daylight hours. To further
leave the birds undisturbed, the Town staff also
recently requested the Suez crew to stop play-
ing loud music while working on the tower.

Myers said that while the Conservancy mem-
bers are still a bit disappointed that the weld-
ing work was scheduled during the birds’ in-
cubation period to begin with, they are happy
that the Town staff is responding to concerns
about the ravens’ livelihood.

“It’s not the best-case scenario but it’s a bet-
ter-case scenario,” he said. “We’re glad that
they’re listening and paying attention.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21>

treats to children

Local Purcellville re- [FH8
altor, Laura Kowalczyk, sl
and owner of Party
Pals, a mobile chil-
dren’s party business,
came up with an idea
to share her expertise
and inventory with the
local children - during
this time of quarantine
and social distancing.

Even though Kow-
alczyk has retired her
Party Pals’ business,
while organizing her
garage, she realized
she could put the Party
Pals’ toys, equipment,
and treats to a good use.

She developed idea of Opera-
tion Goodie Giveaway. She want-
ed to reach out to the community
and create large goodie bags for
children based on their interests.
She posted the idea on: Loudoun
Free Stuff and Dogwood Proper-
ties of Virginia and immediately
100 plus families responded — so
phase two was added to meet the
demand.

Kowalczyk and her very cool
82-year-old mother, Momma Le-
ona, put together each personal-
ized goodie bag — while factoring
in necessary corona protocol. Her
top priority was to sanitize every
item twice, while practicing social
distancing.

Working with 15-minute shift

Left to right: Mama Leona with her daughter
Laura Kowalczyk

pick up times, parents were in-
structed to be on time and to park
up the road to ensure no other
folks were present. The goodies
were left on a table with names
for pick up. No personal con-
tact. Just a wave... and the tables
were sanitized after each pickup.
Said Kowalczyk, “The outpouring
of gratitude was wonderful. Peo-
ple enjoyed focusing on a positive
event rather than just the news.
One family said that their chil-
dren loved playing with the flash
cards, and reading the books. Even
Kowalczyk’s 88-year-old father,
Chester, serenaded a family from
his porch. “It’s a needed reminder
that people can happily come to-
gether even when we are forced to
stand apart,” said Kowalczyk.
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Dollar cost averaging

Consider a simple
investment strategy
to help reduce
guesswork

For most investors, the key to suc-
cess is simple: Buy low and sell high.
But how often have you seen this sce-
nario played out? (You may have done
it yourself.)

e When the market is up, an investor
feels good and buys stocks.

e When the market is down, that
same investor gets scared and
sells.

Although reacting like
this may feel instinctive-
ly right at the time, buy-
ing high and selling low
is unlikely to result in a
profit.

Why do investors do
this? The reason may
have a lot to do with us making in-
vestment choices the same way we do
many important decisions: using both
our heads and our hearts (i.e., logic and

RICHARD RICCI

emotion). When there’s market volatil-
ity—including both market highs and
market lows—our emotions tend to take
over and we may make illogical choices
going against our best interests.

Rather than falling victim to the po-
tential perils of emotional investing,
you may want to be completely logi-
cal: get into the market when it’s down
and out when it’s up. This is known as
“market timing.” While this approach
sounds rational, the problem is it’s ex-
tremely difficult, even for experienced
investors, to do consistently. There’s an
old saying: “No one rings a bell” when
the market reaches the top of a peak or
the bottom of a trough. Translated, that
means anyone attempting to time the
market finds it difficult to know exactly
when to make their move.

For example, if you think the market
has reached a peak and get out and then
share prices keep rising, you’ll miss out
on the additional profits you could have
made by waiting. And after you get out,
how do you know when to get back in?
If you act too quickly, you’ll forego bet-
ter bargains as prices continue to fall.
If you wait too long, you may sacrifice
the chance to fully benefit from a mar-
ket rally.

Give dollar cost averaging a look

To avoid the potential problems of
emotional investing and market timing,
consider a strategy called “dollar cost
averaging.”

Dollar cost averaging is the practice
of putting a set amount into a particu-
lar investment on a regular basis (week-
ly, monthly, quarterly, etc.) no mat-
ter what’s going on in the market. For
example, you could invest $500 each
month. In a fluctuating market, this
practice lets you purchase:

« Additional shares when prices are
low

» Fewer shares when prices increase

In a fluctuating market, dollar cost
averaging will result in an average cost
per share that’s less than the average
market price per share.

While you’re mulling dollar cost aver-
aging’s potential merits, consider this:
You may well be using the strategy al-
ready. If you participate in an employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan, such as
a 401(k) or 403(b), and contribute the
same amount each payday, you’re using
dollar cost averaging.

Get help for when the going gets tough

One of dollar cost averaging’s chal-
lenges is you have to stick with the
strategy even when the market de-
clines, and that can be difficult. How-

ever, during times like these, dollar cost
averaging can be most useful by letting
you purchase shares at lower prices.

Because dollar cost averaging can be
simultaneously more difficult and ad-
vantageous when the going gets tough-
est, consider turning to a professional
financial advisor for help. He or she
should offer a voice a reason during
these periods as you grapple with
whether to adhere to the strategy.

Like any investment strategy, dol-
lar cost averaging doesn’t guarantee a
profit or protect against loss in a de-
clining market. Because dollar cost
averaging requires continuous invest-
ment regardless of fluctuating prices,
you should consider your financial and
emotional ability to continue the pro-
gram through both rising and declining
markets.

This article was written by Wells Fargo Advisors
and provided courtesy of Richard Ricci -Financial
Adbvisor in Washington, D.C. at (202) 364-1605.

Investments in securities and insurance products
are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUARAN-
TEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC,
a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate
of Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2018-2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.
All rights reserved. CAR approval: 1119-02747.
CAR expiration: 06/01/2021.

Coronavirus -

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

The Coronavirus has taken the world
by storm.

It started out like something out of
a movie — a plight affecting only those
abroad, in distant, far-
away lands. Until sud-
denly, it was here. Clos-

% ing our schools and our
offices, affecting our
daily lives in ways that

LloloJii{0: ]I seemed entirely im-

plausible just days before. The NBA
cancelled its entire season. The NCAA
quickly followed suit, which stripped
the month of March of one of its most
notable cultural activities. How can it
be March without March Madness?
Speaking of Coronavirus—or
Covid-19, whichever moniker strikes
your fancy — I must admit I find the
“elbow tap” to be a poor substitute for
shaking hands. Speaking of hands, why
is everyone talking about the impor-
tance of washing them all of a sudden? I
mean, wasn’t it already common knowl-

you may have heard of it

edge that everyone should wash their
hands after going to the bathroom, re-
gardless of whether or not the world
was combating a pandemic?

While some may not be taking the vi-
rus all that seriously, the sold-out items
at stores across America tell a different
story. Any hopes of buying vitamins or
cleaning supplies before the summer
are likely to be dashed. Curiously, so is
toilet paper. Can someone explain to
me why the threat of Coronavirus has
inspired the country to go out and buy
every roll of toilet paper in sight? Vita-
mins, I get. Toilet paper? Not so much.

On a more serious note, the argu-
ments over whether Covid-19 is really
that dangerous, or if any of us are re-
ally at risk, seem rather unproductive.
Even if the steps being taken across
the country prove to be overreactions
in time, isn’t is better to act out of an
abundance of caution than to incur un-
necessary harm?

Setting aside the debates and the
warnings, the arguments and the dis-

Find us 24/7 at www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

tractions, I wonder if there is a great-
er lesson to be learned. Specifically,
the idea that we have a responsibility
for the safety of others. Regardless of
whether we individually believe that we
are at risk of contracting the virus, it is
true that our actions affect others.

While fears surrounding Coronavi-
rus might seem unfounded to some,
for others, the implications of this out-
break are serious. Kevin Brennan, in an
op-ed for The Washington Post, wrote
about how as someone with psoriat-
ic arthritis, contracting Coronavirus
could have grave consequences for his
health. “I worry about dying on a venti-
lator,” he wrote. As a result, he is doing
all he can to prevent contracting this
disease, and is imploring others to do
the same. “Please protect yourselves
and your families by following the rec-
ommended public health measures. It
will protect you — and it may save my
life,” he wrote.

So, in considering the threat of
Covid-19, perhaps we should come to

n @blueridgeleader

grips with how our choices now could
affect those who are at a higher risk,
such as the elderly, the sick, and those
with weaker immune systems. While
taking such precautions might be an
inconvenience to some, for others, it
might be the very thing that saves their
lives. Isn’t that worth the hassle of in-
terruptions to our daily lives?

So what are we to do? Well, we should
continue washing our hands, and prac-
ticing the dance of “social distancing.”
Even limiting our interactions with oth-
ers — which, as an extrovert, I find es-
pecially hard to do. If not for ourselves,
then let’s do it for the safety of others.
This is an opportunity for all Americans
to come together to overcome.

“Americans have been through a
great many challenges, and we’ve ral-
lied through them, and I think this is
just another time for us to do that,”
Brennan said, in an interview on NPR.

I could hardly agree more.

Samuel Moore-Sobel works in the tech
industry by day, and is an author by
night. Find out more by visiting www.
samuelmoore-sobel.com
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How to help your children

(and yourself)

get through

the coronavirus pandemic

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

“Io every child — I dream of a
world where you can laugh,
dance, sing, learn, live in peace
and be happy”

— Malala Yousafzai

At a time of year when we as parents
are supposed to be getting
ready for spring Break,
SOL’s, yard work, gradua-
tions, and other activities
for our children, we are
instead hunkered down
in our homes to protect
ourselves from COVID-19. Within a

DR. MIKE

very short time period, COVID-19 has
changed the way families live.

Did you ever think that you would be
talking to your children about social
distancing, flattening the curve, quaran-
tines, etc., or that you would be fearing
for their safety and your own in response

* Repair Moisture Source
Basement / Crawspace
Sealing / Encapsulation

P

-

Green Solutions LLC

-
Safely and Effectively Removes 100% of Mold
Spores / Allergens / Improve Air Quallty -
Removes All Bacteria / Viruses / Odof;

to a worldwide health crisis? Did you
ever imagine that your children would
be out of school for a six-month period?
No, and no. I respectfully offer the fol-
lowing parenting tips:

Adjust your expectations. As par-
ents we need to adjust our expectations
to the new normal. Sure, our children
need to do their school work as assigned,
but the world just changed a lot over
the past few weeks, and there is a steep
learning curve. It is just as important, to
focus on lovingly connecting with our
children now, then it is to focus on cor-
recting them. School work and chores
will eventually get done, but what mat-
ters most right now is our children’s
emotional state and wellbeing.

Have a schedule ... but be flexible.
Without school, we need to proactive-
ly structure our children’s time. Being
flexible when scheduling is important;
structure does not need to feel like jail
time for our kids, and having their buy-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Deja views

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

I’'ve written about these topics before,
but memories dim and so this is a refresh-
er for you and me.

Loudoun County’s great: A suburban
area near Washing-
ton, transitioning to
a scenic rural area, all
backdropped by the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. But if it’s so perfect, why do so
many people complain? And just what
is Loudoun County? I don’t think it’s
simply 521 square miles of land in the
northern part of Virginia. Loudoun is the
420,000 people who live here now.

Just since 2017, some 25,000 new peo-
ple have moved to Loudoun, generating
250,000 vehicle trips every day and cost-
ing taxpayers $1 billion in capital costs
for schools and other services.

OPINION

So, we complain, “Enough! Enough!”
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Water Everywhere — NOT

A recent article, “Water,” described two
zoning fights near Middleburg. One issue
is clear: A developer’s new houses should
not use so much water that neighbors’
wells suffer.

Underground water is a legally complex
issue. We should fight developers (and
their wells) vigorously, demanding an in-
junction against more construction until
there is a neutral scientific assessment of
whether an aquifer would be depleted by
a planned subdivision.

Property Rights

Proponents of human, natural, moral
and God-given rights should study the
Greek philosopher Aristotle, who wrote
that rights are merely agreements be-
tween men and their governments. His-
tory has proven him correct. With the
Magna Carta, English lords wrested rights
from the monarch. While our Declaration
of Independence spoke of inalienable
rights, the Constitution itself has to be
amended to give us the Bill of Rights. It
is government which grants us the rights
of free speech, free assembly, and so on.

Many believe that they should be free

to do whatever they wish with their prop-
erty. The County already constrains
property rights through the Zoning Or-
dinance, so no one in Loudoun has the
unfettered right to do anything he might
wish to do with his property. Zoning
seeks to provide a balance between pos-
itive privileges and negative controls, in
order to benefit the most people.

For property rights advocates, State
Code 15.2-2307 spells out how a land-
owner’s current property rights can vest
after a downzoning.

Growth Ain’t So Great

Is it great to be the wealthiest county in
the country? To have an unemployment
rate that economists would say is too low?
To be one of the country’s fastest growing
counties? NO. These things are not nec-
essarily great since they bring a high cost
of living, congestion, high housing prices
and high taxes.

I disagree with any claim that “growth
is great.” As econometric data would
show, growth requires huge public costs,
borne by the citizens.

Affordable Housing Will Become A Developer
Scam

Developers have climbed aboard an
idea called “Affordable Housing,” a name
designed to tug at the heartstrings, and

they offered their solution: Allow higher
densities and they’ll build cheaper hous-
es. If builders get high densities such as
quarter-acre lots, they will cram in thou-
sands more houses (at still-high prices)
and make scads more money while qua-
drupling the County’s costs.

The County will face unbelievable costs
as builders develop not one $700,000
house on an acre lot, but four $500,000
houses on that same acre ... and almost
triple their profits. This would also put
downward pressure on our property val-
ues.

Instead, impose a surcharge of $2.50
per square foot for new construction,
to be deposited in an affordable hous-
ing trust fund. That fund would provide
mortgage or rent assistance directly to
eligible people. They should be the pri-
mary beneficiaries of affordable housing
programs, not developers.

How A Developer Thinks

I used to develop office buildings. We
had two ways to increase land value.
First, deploy a crackerjack team of archi-
tects, civil engineers, traffic consultants
and others. The resulting design would
increase the property’s worth ... but not
by enough. We knew how to get a lot
more.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

— It Seems to Me —

How a small business is limiting coronavirus infections

BY JOE LAFIANDRA

Update: As of Midnight March 24,
Virginia Governor Ralph Northam has
closed down all non-essential businesses
including barbershops. If you have any
questions about Darrell’s Barbershop call
(540) 338-9027.

These are tough times for small busi-
nesses. Many of them are closing due to
government restrictions on the size of
crowds and many suf-
fer from a lack of cus-
tomers due to fears of
contracting the coronavirus. Some areas
of the country are even in a complete lock-
down in an effort to limit the spread of the
virus. Small businesses are particularly
vulnerable to a sustained lack of custom-
ers since they don’t have the resources to
continue to operate. This is the story of
what one small business, Darrell’s Bar-
bershop, is doing to survive in this time
of crisis. It is also the story of what other
businesses, both small and large and what
other venues where people congregate,
should be doing to stop the spread of the
coronavirus.

Darrell’s Barbershop is located on Main

OPINION

Darrell Furr covers the entrance door knob with
copper.

Street in the heart of Purcellville Virginia.
It is a classic small town barbershop. This
is the place to get a fast, friendly, reason-
ably priced, no frills haircut. It is where
men and boys talk about golf, football, and
baseball, hunting and local history. It is a
place where mothers bring the all the boys
to get their haircuts.

Darrell Furr, the owner is doing all the
right things to keep his customers healthy.
This includes wearing masks, restricting
customers who are sick from entering the
shop, limiting the number of customers in

the shop at one time, having readily avail-
able hand sanitizers, wiping down surfaces
and removing magazines or newspapers
from the premises that may carry the vi-
rus. He is also doing something unusual,
He is covering surfaces that customers
touch that may retain the virus with cop-
per tape. Sounds crazy? Why would he be
doing that? Well, it turns out that copper
kills the coronavirus on contact. The pho-
tos show Darrell covering the stainless
steel entrance door knob with copper tape
and arm rests of benches with copper.

A March 2020 study in the New En-
gland Journal of Medicine shows that the
virus dies fastest on nonporous surfaces
made of copper. Stainless steel, plastic and
painted surfaces can harbor the virus for
days. The germ killing features of copper
have been known since the time of the
pharaohs. In fact, over ten years ago the
EPA spent a lot of money by evaluating
500 copper and copper alloys such as brass
for anti-germ activity. It found that copper
kills the coronavirus, flu, bacteria; e-coli
and MESA quickly. It even works when tar-
nished. So why doesn’t everybody use cop-
per or brass on contact surfaces? There are
several reasons; copper parts usually cost

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser's COVID-19 update

BY MAYOR KWASI FRASER

As our country’s response to
COVID-19 escalates to meet the reality
of new cases, we are committed to con-
trolling the spread of the virus here.
Governor Ralph Northam’s Executive
Order 53 of March 24, 2020, to control
the spread of the virus in Virginia has
impacted our lives in Purcellville.

Most notably has been the closing
of Virginia’s K-12 schools, public and
private, for the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year. Confirming the situ-
ation on March 23, LCPS Superinten-
dent Eric Williams informed citizens
about measures his office is taking,
along with school administrators and
teachers, to continue lessons to meet
educational goals for the school year.
Moreover, LCPS staff are working to
mitigate food insecurity by providing
grab-and-go breakfasts and lunches
for pickup at 28 county schools, and
buses are distributing meals at stops
across the county. The closest schools
for Purcellville’s students are Loudoun
Valley High School, Woodgrove High
School, and Round Hill Elementary
School.

Locally, our Town Council is working
closely with town staff to implement
federal, state and county guidelines
to help ease the additional challeng-
es that COVID-19 is delivering to

our business and household budgets.
Most recently, we have implemented
a Meals Tax Holiday for the months
of April and May. As our restaurants
will not be charged the 5 percent Meals
Tax, they will not charge this fee to
customers. Also beginning in April,
the town will waive late penalties on
utility bills. While this policy is only
a temporary measure, we have not yet
set an end date.

Purcellville’s Businesses and Law
Enforcement

The town council, together with
town staff, are continually consid-
ering new approaches to promoting
economic resilience and helping our
small businesses survive the pandemic
guidelines. To this end, the Executive
Order lists specific types of businesses
and how and whether they may con-
tinue conducting business, through
Thursday, April 23, 2020.

Meanwhile, many of our Purcellville
businesses are feeling the immediate
effects of these policies. We can help
them get through this difficult time in
a number of ways by purchasing a gift
card, putting an item on hold, leaving a
review, promoting them on social me-
dia, shopping by phone, and maintain-
ing memberships and class packages
(many exercise facilities are continu-

ing classes online). This is particular-
ly important for our businesses that
have had to close temporarily: fitness
and indoor exercise facilities, beauty
salons, barber shops, the skating rink,
and public/ private social clubs.

Our restaurants, farmers markets,
breweries, tasting rooms, and distill-
ery have also had to stop admitting
customers but may offer take-out and
delivery services. Businesses the state
deems “essential” will remain open
such as grocery stores, pharmacies and
related businesses, electronics retail-
ers, automotive parts and repair facili-
ties, home improvement and hardware
businesses, lawn and garden retailers,
beer, wine and liquor stores, gas sta-
tions and convenience stores, banks
and financial institutions, pet stores,
feed stores, printing and office supply
stores, and dry cleaners. All of these
establishments must adhere to guide-
lines involving sanitary conditions and
limits on how many customers may be
admitted at a given time.

Also per the Executive Order, cur-
rently no limits are in place affecting
the provision of health care or medical
services, law enforcement agencies,
access to essential services for low-in-
come residents, media operations, or
the operations of government.

Here, our Purcellville Police Depart-

ment is asking for the public’s assis-
tance in achieving voluntary compli-
ance with the Executive Order, and
any violation of it constitutes a Class 1
misdemeanor, pursuant to § 44-146.17
of the Code of Virginia, which could
result in criminal charges.

Additional Community Efforts

Makersmiths at the Purcellville
Makerspace have committed to pro-
ducing 1,000 masks for health care
professionals across the county. These
masks will help to address the imme-
diate shortage of personal protective
equipment needed. The Tree of Life
Community Kitchen, located at 210
N. 21st Street, Unit D, is offering free
meals every Thursday, from 5:30-6:30
p.m.

Special Requests

As always, we welcome your ideas
and feedback. Please contact me at
kfraser@purcellvilleva.gov and town
council members at purcellvilletc@
purellvilleva.gov. Regular press re-
leases from the town staff are available
at https://www.purcellvilleva.gov/829/
Hot-Topics-and-Important-Issues and
at https://www.purcellvilleva.gov/944/
Information-about-the-Coronavirus.

Wexton donates blood at Inova

On Sunday, March 22,Congresswoman Jennifer Wex-
ton (VA-10) donated blood at the Inova Dulles Donor
Center.

“The need for blood is constant and donating is an
important way people can make a difference,” said
Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton . “Everyone needs to
be practicing responsible social distancing right now,
but we need people to know that giving blood is safe
and that their donations will save lives. There’s a crit-
ical need in our community and across the country.
I gave blood this afternoon and I’'m encouraging all
healthy Virginians to do the same.”

Wexton is encouraging all Virginians who are able
to donate blood to do so. Well-meaning public health

120 ACRE TURNKEY CATTLE FARM | CLARKE COUNTY | $1,590,000

measures such as social distancing have had the unin-
tended consequence of a major decrease in blood do-
nations due to canceled drives and appointments as
schools and workplaces become virtual and individuals
seek to avoid contact with others.

However, blood collection events are not mass gath-
erings and must continue as an essential part of our
health care system and preparedness activities.

Blood has a limited shelf life and the supply must
be continually replenished to ensure it is always avail-
able to meet the need. Regardless of the spread of
COVID-19, cancer patients, those with blood disor-
ders, trauma victims, and others will continue to need
life-saving blood transfusions.

PREPPERS DREAM! Rock solid & bulletproof stone & loghome at the

center of 120+AC. Full basement w/ cistern, redundant well, escape door

& wood furnace. Fully fenced, 4 wells (1 solar & 1 wind) 9 hydrants,

50x100 shop w/ electric doors & 220v. Other outbuildings: 3 car garage,

barns & run-in shed. Revolutionary War era stone fences, complete w/
electric wire along the top, underground drainage. Land is primarily
pastures w/ some trees & seasonal pond & stream. Windmill to keep
pond up in dry season. Grow your own food, raise anything you like.

______|/\L___J/ \L;_J/ \L,_T%lu6m0ntpr0pgrt@‘60m,—/’??%\ R

Blood donation is a concrete action that healthy in-
dividuals can perform to help during this pandemic.
The FDA has reiterated that the virus poses no known
risk to patients receiving blood transfusions.
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Election information
on local elections

Town of Purcellville election location
changed to Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink

Town of Lovettsville election location
changed to Lovettsville Game Protective
Association

Social Distancing Measures in Place for
In-Person Absentee Voting for Town
Elections

Due to COVID-19, the Town of Purcellville
voting location has been relocated to the
Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink located at 250
S. Nursery Avenue, Purcellville for the May
5, Purcellville Town Election. Postcards will
be mailed to all addresses to which there is
someone registered to vote in the Town of
Purcellville no later than mid-April.

The voting location for the Town of
Lovettsville will be moved as well. Instead of
the Lovettsville Volunteer Fire and Rescue —
the new location will be at the Lovettsville
Game Protective Association located at 16
S. Berlin Turnpike, Lovettsville.

Loudoun County election officials re-

mind voters in the Towns of Hamilton,
Lovettsville, Middleburg, Purcellville and
Round Hill that absentee voting for the May
5, town elections began Friday, March 20.
Recognizing the spread of coronavirus
2019 (COVID-19), the Loudoun County
Office of Elections and Voter Registration
encourages voters to cast absentee ballots
in the May elections. Anyone seeking to
vote absentee in the May 2020 elections
may choose the reason “2A-My disability
or illness” for absentee voting due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Voters who choose
the absentee option should do so as soon as
possible so they can get their ballots in time
to return them by mail by election day. Vot-
ers may apply for an absentee ballot online.
In an effort to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19, social distancing measures will
be in place for in-person absentee voting at
the Office of Elections and Voter Registra-
tion, 750 Miller Drive SE, Suite C in Lees-
burg, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Only curbside absentee voting will be of-
fered. There will be signs directing voters to
contact election officials upon their arrival.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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Beverly Chiasson

CANDIDATES FOR

PURCELLVILLE’S MAY 5

MAYORAL ELECTION

Voting at the Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink
250 S Nursery Avenue, Purcellville, VA 20132

Beverly Chiasson was born and grew up in Purcellville, and lives just a few
feet away from the house where she grew up. Chiasson lives near her siblings,
children and granddaughter. She served on the Purcellville Town Council from

1992 to 2004.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Beverly Chiasson: David Hyder from
Stantec (Purcellville’s consultants) noted
in a previous budget presentation “Even
if the Town had zero financial require-
ments in the Water CIP and Sewer Debt,
the Town will still need an annual water/
sewer rate increase of 4 percent in each
fund to account for growth in O & M
cost increases due to inflation”.  Reve-
nue from Mayfair availabilities (approxi-
mately $50,000 per home) has been used
to offset operational costs over the past
few years. This source of revenue has
now come to an end. Minimum revenue
is projected from availabilities in the fu-
ture. Therefore, the Town Manager has
proposed rate increases in this year’s
budget in order to provide a balanced
budget and to sustain our utility fund.

Recent programs to restructure the
debt have actually led to increasing the
debt. Programs to monetize properties,
in the hope of generating revenue, have
had the opposite effect. The opportuni-
ty to reduce costs, to generate revenue
and to obtain significant water rights
have been ignored under the Mayor’s
leadership. All these opportunities have
increased our cost to the Town taxpayers
now and in the future.

The Mayor has encouraged a review on
privatization of our utility departments.
I am against this. Our largest cost in the
Waste Water Fund is the debt. Privatiza-

Proudly featuring:

MARVIN

Photo: Patrick Szabo

tion would not impact that cost.

Private firms operate at a profit. I trust
the work our employees are doing at the
plants to provide clean water and treated
water from our streams at the lowest cost
possible.

During my previous Town Council
term, we worked with the Town Manag-
er to implement and approve alternative
sources of revenue from rental of space
on the water tower, forestry programs
and more. These revenue sources proved
to be a valuable source of revenue for our
utility funds. I fully intend to give careful
consideration to all viable programs but
not chase those that have significant in-
vestments without guaranteed return

BRL: What is your view on annex-
ation?

BC: Annexation is the process of the
Town expanding its border so our juris-
diction now has a say in its future. An-
nexation alone does not provide any
guarantees for development. Land an-
nexed by the town in the mid 1960’s sat
vacant for decades. Several parcels of
land annexed by the Lazaro Council still
has not received zoning approval. It is
the zoning process that determines what
is built.

Today the majority of the land sur-
rounding Purcellville has already been
developed and/or preserved so there
is very little opportunity for future an-
nexation. This is great news but does

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 »

Kwasi Fraser

Your Window and‘

Door Specialist |
(540) 837-9351

Completing his third term as Mayor of Purcellville, Kwasi A. Fraser has resided in
Purcellville for fourteen years with his wife and three children. Fraser’s corporate
career includes significant bottom line contributions at AT&T, Sprint Nextel,
Marriott International, and Verizon. He possesses an MBA in Finance from Rutgers
University, an Executive Education certificate from Harvard Business School,

a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Stony Brook University, and a Project

Management Professional (PMP) certificate from the Project Management Institute.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Kwasi Fraser: Rather than inviting high
density residential growth to provide
temporary inflow of connection fees, I
will continue to pursue the following
innovative revenue generating, low cost
financing, and operational expense re-
duction strategies to stabilize our water
and sewer rates:

Sale of portions of the 500,000 gal-
lons per day of effluent produced by the
wastewater treatment facility for major
road infrastructure construction and ag-
ricultural projects.

Partner with a renewable energy firm
to install solar power at the plant to re-
duce the over $150,000 per year electric-
ity bill.

Extract millions in value from our
green assets by pursuing partnerships for
carbon sequestration and nutrient credit
sales.

Identify and implement refinancing
strategies to reduce inherited ballooning
payments. By refinancing this past week,
we obtained sewer debt payment savings
of $1.16 million.

Continue to obtain low cost federal fi-
nancing for capital improvements such
as USDA 40 year low interest rate loans.

Assess the benefits/risks of having a
management team with greater purchas-
ing power than the Town to take over the
operations of the water and sewer treat-
ment plant. Such a firm saved a neigh-

boring town over 12 percent in opera-
tional costs.

My opponent and her slate of candi-
dates falsely claim that the three prior
Town Councils upon which I'have served
intentionally kept rates low, when in fact
we successfully employed restructuring
strategies proposed by our financial advi-
sors and reduced the inflated operational
costs called chargebacks to enable our
citizens and businesses to keep more of
their hard earned dollars.

The growth strategy of the past had
us facing a $1.3 million and a $1.8 mil-
lion increase in payments in 2020 and
2021, respectively. Rather than annex-
ing to obtain temporary connection fees
from high density residential growth,
we restructured our debt to reduce the
balloon payments of the previous debt
structure by $8.13 million over thirteen
years. My opponent complaints that this
restructuring increased our debt by $2.6
million by stretching it out from 2034 to
2038; however, she fails to state what her
strategy would have been to service the
$1.3 million and $1.8 million increases in
2020 and 2021, respectively.

Following the debt financing of the
$30 million plus wastewater treatment
and maintenance facility, there was a 200
percent increase in chargeback opera-
tional costs from 2008 to 2009. During
my term as mayor, we started to finally
reduce it.

BRL: What is your view about
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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BY VALERIE CURY

A conversation is underway within
the government of the Town of Pur-
cellville about the prospect of letting
the Upper Loudoun Youth Football
League return to using Fireman’s Field.
It comes down to how taxpayer dollars
are spent.

At the Feb. 11 Purcellville Town
Meeting, Council Member Ted Greenly
mentioned that he had met with ULY-
FL officials on Jan. 24 to discuss the
possibility of the league returning to
Fireman’s Field. At the end of February,
a meeting with Town staff, officials of
the league and the County, along with
Council Members Ted Greenly and
Joel Grewe, set March 24 for a further
meeting to discuss the matter. Despite
numerous requests from Council Mem-
ber Ryan Cool to open the meeting
to the public, Greenly appeared to be
tone deaf to Cool’s requests to move
the discussion to one of the Town
Council Meetings. (Greenly frequently
mentions how important transparency
is. But not this time.) Due to Covid-19
concerns, the meeting was put off until
a later date.

“No one has stated that Upper
Loudoun Youth Football is not an im-
portant part of the community,” said
Cool. “However, it all comes down to
cost ... I find it difficult to assume the
Town would be willing to pay taxpayer
dollars to fund the transformation [of
the field from baseball to football and
back at a cost of $25,000].

Cool said he looked at the Feb. 3
meeting minutes of Upper Loudoun
Youth Football, and saw that it had
over $700,000 in the bank. “Whether
it’s the County money coming back —
or our Town money used for it [the cost
of ULYFL to play at the field], I argue

N

Blue Ridge Waste Removal

RELIABLE FRIENDLY

Junk removal and
hauling + Specialty item
removal (paints, lighting,

appliances, etc.)

LOCAL

SPRING CLEANING?

Let us take the junk and stress off your hands! Schedule
your service now and refer a friend for a 10% discount!

Full house/garage
clean outs, move ins and
move outs

(540) 450-6317 | info@brwasteremoval.com | f1 @BlueRidgeWasteRemoval
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ULYFL might return
to Fireman’s Field

»

no.

“County tax dollars are your tax
dollars — so we have big issues going
on in the County ... Coronavirus ...
$25,000 or more could be used to fund
one group ... $15,000 or more could be
spent to fund a one group to use a field
when we have real problems. Is this the
best use of our money?”

“There was no issue last year. None.
ULYFL did not want to come back to
play at Fireman’s Field. Not interest-
ed. But now it is an election year; and
some candidates find this as something
they need to focus on. It’s interesting,

I am not saying it’s political. You can
draw your own conclusions,” said Cool.
In 2018, the Upper Loudoun Youth
Football League said it did not want to
play at Fireman’s Field, and moved to

Loudoun Valley High School.

“You can look at all sports teams. You
can look at soccer, baseball, anything.
They are very expensive,” Cool said. He
pointed out that it isn’t the taxpayers’
responsibility to pay for sports pro-
grams.

Addressing the closed meeting be-
tween the Town, County, the league,
Greenly and Grewe, Cool said, “Why
close the meeting; let’s open it up. You
can’t say, ‘I don’t want it closed here,
and not there.” Open it up; let’s have a
discussion. Let’s do it; I am all for it.”

Cool mentioned he wanted to also
discuss the safety of the field for foot-
ball, because in the past, the insurance
company voiced some concerns about
football being played there.

“It’s not free money; there is this
kind of shell game they play, like it’s
County money, so don’t worry about
the money. Where do you think it came
from? It came from us.”

Openmg
April 8"

FARM FRESH PRODUCE
DIRECTLY FROM LOCAL FARMERS

4869 Harry Byrd Highway, Berryville
Tired of Cabin Fever?

Planting season is here and a great way to get out.
Stop by and check out our spring flowers.

Produce - Beautiful Flowers
Pottery - Baked Goods

We will be practicing
social distancing.
There will also be

sanitizing stations and

gloves for your safety.

Open 7 days a week, 9am-6pm

Have a question?
Call our landline at 540-955-0004.
A real person wnll answer the phone
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We are a locally owned and operated waste
removal company in Loudoun County. The
cornerstone of our company is to provide
hassle free, reliable, and friendly service.

Tax deductible donation
services available!
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Christopher Bertaut

CANDIDATES FOR

PURCELLVILLE’S MAY 5

TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION

Voting at the Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink
250 S Nursery Avenue, Purcellville, VA 20132

Chris Bertaut has a Master’s Degree in Geography from the University of Georgia,
and has been active in the IT and telecommunications industries for over 20 years
in northern Virginia. He lives with his wife Elizabeth and two sons in Purcellville.
They have resided in Hirst Farm for over 15 years. He currently serves on
Purcellville’s Economic Development Advisory Committee.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Christopher Bertaut: The rate of in-
crease in water rates can be reduced or
eliminated through several approach-
es. First, develop a market for treat-
ed wastewater. An example is pool
service and construction companies.
Second, research the benefits of out-
sourcing water treatment plant op-
erations. Third, research methods to
divert otherwise clean stormwater run-

off outside the wastewater treatment
stream. Operating costs for electricity
and chemicals are used to pay for treat-
ing relatively clean stormwater run-
off, which increases costs significantly.

BRL: What is your view about an-
nexation?

CB: Annexations of the past 20 years
have universally failed to address in-
frastructure and quality of life stresses
that they introduced to our community.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Mary Lynn Hickey

Mary Lynn Hickey has lived in Purcellville since 2013, and is currently employed as
the Vice-President of Administration with the News Literacy Project.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Mary Lynn Hickey: By abiding the
expertise and guidance from Stantec,
the contractor the Town hired and has
been paying a good amount of money
to for their services since 2018 to re-
search the current status of the water
and sewer utilities and then make rec-
ommendations to achieve long term
financial sustainability. Stantec has
made two rounds of comprehensive

presentations to the Town Council
since then and in both, detailed a re-
sponsible course of action which nec-
essarily included several rate increase
options. The Town Council has to now
decide and vote on one of the specific
rate increase options (a one time, large
rate increase or a rate increase broken
out over two years or, a rate increase
spread out over ten years) to achieve
equity and structural balance for our
water and sewer utilities over the next
decade. As Stantec has reported, even

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

Stan Milan

Stan Milan moved to Purcellville in 2010. He has worked for the five top defense
contractors in the nation as an information systems security officer. Prior to that,
Milan served over two decades of military service. He lives in Old Dominion Valley

with his wife Jona. He has six adult children.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you intend
to stabilize water and sewer rates?

Stan Milan: Actually, it is not the water,
it is the sewer that incurs the most cost,
due to the 2010 upgrade. The town could
do a Request for Proposal to look at the
possible benefits of outsourcing plant op-
erations — like many other municipalities.
Costs could be lowered by automating
some of the operations, and selling town
excess water capacity. We can also explore
the idea of renewable energy to operate
the plant. For example, the nutrient credit

HOME EXTERIORS

ROOFING « WINDOWS ¢ SIDING

program could bring in nearly $1 million
dollars in revenue to the town, and the
carbon credit program could bring in a
yearly income as the trees grow - for the
next 40 years.

BRL: What is your view about annex-
ation?

SM: Annexation would bring additional
property into the town, thereby putting
additional strain on an infrastructure al-
ready stretched to its limits. Annexation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 »

Erin Rayner

Erin Rayner is the Vice President of the Purcellville Business Association. She lives
in Mayfair with her husband Kristian and her two children.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Erin Rayner: Over the past couple of years,
the town has contracted with Stantec to
provide expert recommendations on water
and sewer rates. Their goal was to provide
rate equity, simplicity, stability, and conser-
vation. One of the recommendations was to
consolidate the rate tiers from 17 to 4. All
additional recommendations included rate
increases to pay for daily operating costs
and required capital costs.

Trust Loudoun’s best
roofing contractor

to protect your
greatest investment

Loudoun Ciies Blrwor
BEST OF
LOUDOUN

Rates have been
kept artificially low for years by subsi-
dizing our utility fund from reserves. Re-
serves have been built up from new home
and business connections. Restructuring
allowed the town to delay rate increas-
es but it also increased the debt. This is
bad budget practice and only delays the
inevitable, not the problem solving we
need in Town Hall. There are only two
ways to reduce or even maintain rates:
1) increase our commercial base, thus in-
creasing usage and reducing net rates; or,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »

540-441-7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com
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CANDIDATES FOR

PURCELLVILLE’S MAY 5

TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION

Voting at the Bush Tabernacle Skating Rink
250 S Nursery Avenue, Purcellville, VA 20132

Mary Jane Williams

Mary Jane Williams is a Loudoun Valley High School teacher of Economics and AP
Government. She received her undergraduate degree from SUNY Potsdam in New
York State and her Masters of Education degree from the University of Virginia.
She lives with her husband Karl and son in Locust Grove.

Blue Ridge Leader: How do you in-
tend to stabilize water and sewer
rates?

Mary Jane Williams: I have studied
multiple suggestions for the stabili-
zation of our water and sewer rates. It
seems likely that we need to reduce the
overall costs associated with the rates.
Installing solar panels into the treat-
ment plant would save us money in the
long run, which in turn could help reduce
the water and sewer rates. To reduce our
rates, we need to think of innovative

solutions. One such solution would be
the sale of effluent produced by the wa-
ter treatment facility.

BRL: What is your view about annex-
ation?

MJW: To me, annexation is the not the
answer to our need for revenue. Were we
to annex more property and allow devel-
opment on the property, yes, we would
bring in tax revenue, but at the cost of
our infrastructure and our services, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 »

Four candidaled are

Your

Kwasi Fraser
Re-Elect Mayor

Innovative solutions for our infrastructure

Loudoun County urges

community

to practice

social distancing

On Saturday, March 21, Loudoun
County Public Schools (LCPS) in-
formed the school community that
two additional LCPS staff members
have tested positive for COVID-19.
As of March 29, the Virginia De-
partment of Health reports 43 cas-
es of COVID-19 in Loudoun Coun-
ty based on test results received
to-date. The health department’s
investigation into the new cases is
ongoing, which includes identify-
ing any individuals who may have
had contact with the known cases.

“We should anticipate that we
will continue to see new cases of
COVID-19 in our community as
testing increases,” said Loudoun
County Health Director Dr. David
Goodfriend. “I encourage everyone
to remain vigilant in taking the ap-
propriate steps to limit the spread
of the virus, particularly taking se-

riously the recommendations for
practicing social distancing until
further notice.”

Public health officials in Northern
Virginia noted evidence of commu-
nity transmission of COVID-19 in
parts of our region. This means that
for some individuals who tested
positive for COVID-19, the source
of infection could not be identified.
Because infectious diseases do not
respect boundaries, health officials
urge everyone to remain vigilant
to help slow further spread of the
virus.

In addition, with the relative-
ly warm weather, children out of
school, and many of us at home, it
is tempting to want to spend time
outside and gather outdoors in
open spaces, such as playgrounds.
Loudoun County encourages

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Keeping taxes Iow and maintaining high-level of services

Mary Jane Williams
Town Council

Stan Milan

Town Council

Listening to citizens voice to manage

nl. a.nl___'—-—_— —

development decisions

Purcellville neighbors support:

Chnstopher'Bertaut

Town Council

FOR YOUR MAYOR & PURCELLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Vole May 5tk for. Sbow Growth & Keep Purcellvitle Moving Fouvard

Midans for Town Cox

wecd, & Mary Jane Willams for Town Counca
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TUSKIE’S FAMILY DINNER

CURBSIDE PICKUP _

Please Call 703-771-9300 To Place Your Order ﬁ
2:30pm - Closing 15‘“

ALL FEED FOUR GENEROUSLY

- TUSCARORA MILL
CURBSIDE PICK

MENU

Includes A Mixed Green Salad, Champagne
Vinaigrette & A Loaf Of Our Famous Ciabatta

Select your Fresh Entree
$30 CHOICES
~Smoked Chicken Penne with Spinach,
Bacon, Peas, & Roasted Onions
~Mac & Cheese with Ham & Peas
~Beef Stroganoff
~L1ngu1n1 & Meatballs w1th Marmara
$40 CHOICES
~Pan Seared Atlantic Salmon with
Garlic Whipped Potatoes, Sautéed Asparagus,
Tomato, & Herb Compound Butter
~Shrimp & Grits with Country Ham, Spinach,
Tomato, Asiago Cheese, Madeira
~Chicken Piccata with Lemon Caper Butter Sauce,
Garlic Whlpped Potatoes & Broccoh
Don't Forget our famlly portlon of L. A8
Caramel Bread Pudding $12 3

el 203 Harriso}‘n Street, .Lle'esburg, VA 20175

tusk es.com 703 771 9300
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safest city in Virginia

The Town of Purcellville is ranked the
“Safest City” in Virginia for 2020 by the
National Council For Home Safety and
Security. Using the latest FBI Uniform
Crime Report (UCR) data available, Pur-
cellville received the
number one ranking as
the safest community in
Virginia with a minimum
population of 10,000.
Purcellville had only 59
total UCR crimes in 2018,
with a total crime rate of
5.85 per 1,000 residents.

Overall, Virginia was
rated as one of the safest states in Ameri-
ca, with the 4th lowest violent crime rate,
and 13th in property crimes for the na-
tion based on 2018 FBI UCR statistics.

Purcellville’s crime rate of 5.85 per
1,000 residents was significantly below
Virginia’s overall rate of 24.83.

The UCR program categorizes crime
into two broad classifications: violent
crimes and non-violent crimes. The FBI
compiles violent crimes from four of-
fenses: murder and non-negligent man-
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slaughter, rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault. Violent crimes under the UCR
program are offenses that involve force
or threat of force. Property crime includ-
ed the offenses of burglary, larceny-theft,

motor vehicle theft, and

arson. The object of theft-
“’* type offense is the taking
of money or property, but
there is no force or threat
against the victims. The
total number of crimes re-
ported by each city was
computed by adding the
violent crimes and property
crimes. The crime rate was determined
by the number of crimes per 1,000 pop-
ulation.

Chief of Police, Cynthia McAlister said,
“We have always known that Purcellville
is a great town, and the recognition as the
“Safest City” in Virginia just reinforces
what a wonderful community we proud-
ly serve. The dedication of our officers
working together with residents, busi-
nesses, and other town staff members is
reflected in this acknowledgment.”

A

Purcellville waiting to act
on sale of nutrient credits

BY VALERIE CURY

At the December 2019 Purcellville
Town Council meeting, the council unan-
imously supported moving forward with
an investment management company,
specializing in the sale of both nutrient
and carbon credits, to complete an appli-
cation to lock in the higher rate for the
sale of nutrient credits on the 189-acre
Town owned Aberdeen property. The sale
of nutrient credits on approximately 84
acres could bring in initial revenue to the
Town of nearly $1 million - and would
then be shared with a management com-
pany in a 30-70 split — with the Town re-
ceiving 70 percent.

The Aberdeen property is located near
the water treatment facility department
northwest of the Town of Purcellville on
Short Hill Road. The property was pur-
chased by a previous administration in
2009 for $2.17 million, and has been sit-
ting vacant since that time - generating
no revenue.

The nutrient credits are awarded once
the Virginia Department of Environmen-
tal Quality verifies a successful planting
of approximately 600 trees per acre. They
must be maintained and managed over
many years. Nutrient credits are pur-

chased by entities, such as power plants,
that exceed their allotted carbon levels,
so that they can continue to emit those
levels that are offset by others in the
programs that grow trees, which capture
carbon. After the trees are verified to be
established, the grower then is paid peri-
odically for carbon credits — based on the
girth of the tree. The carbon part of the
program can continue for 40 years.

At the March 24 Town Council meet-
ing Council Member Nedim Ogelman
said, “This council as a body support-
ed an initiative for the Town and asked
the Town’s government to partner with
ACRE’s plan to develop and manage
future nutrient and carbon credits for
sale and transfer. We had discussions
on how fast or how slow [the Town
should proceed], and I was focused on
the fast. Everyone supported the idea
that at whatever speed we would go -
that would be where we would go [on
the application].”

The Town staff and management de-
cided to pursue the application process
themselves and were successful in lock-
ing in the higher rate before the dead-
line. Currently, the Town has two options

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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“WE DELIVER OR YOU PICK UP!

MULCH

BULK & BAGS; BROWN, BLACK, RED,
BARK, WOOD, & LEAF

TOPSOIL
WOODCHIPS
GARDEN GRO

FIREWOOD

BY THE CORD OR HALF CORD
CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE

LENGTH, CUT, DRYNESS
MAPLE, HICKORY, CHERRY, OAK, LOCUST

USDA CERTIFIED KILN-DRIED
SEASONED (3-6 MONTHS OLD!)
FRESHLY SPLIT

703 - 661- 4040

WWW.REMINGTONMULCH.COM
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We are currently paving in your are

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES = LONG LANES » DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS » PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates * Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(371) 255-9187

IR432I8 Licensed and fnsured

WILLIAMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

this would be in opposition to what the
citizens want. We would add more people
and higher costs to a strained water sys-
tem and more congestion on our roads. It
would change our small town feel, which
is the main reason most people moved
here.

BRL: How would you address and
reduce Town traffic congestion, now
and in the future?

MJW: I know this is a touchy subject,
but right now there needs to be a study
conducted by the Virginia Department
of Transportation to look into a left turn
lane onto Rt. 7 West from the Berlin
Turnpike along with a right turn lane on
Hirst Road to the Berlin Turnpike. The

congestion in these two areas is not a
“constant,” but a lengthy standstill at
specific times of the day.

We need to accelerate the Rt.690/Rt.7
interchange. Through the thoughtful
control of zoning, the two yet undevel-
oped gateway properties at the southern
end of Town will not see an increase at
the traffic circle, which is already con-
gested.

Although the County has declined the
Town’s request in the past, I would ask
the County again to fund a regional traf-
fic study. I would work with the police
department to coordinate the timing of
traffic lights in Town during peak hours.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce
the Town’s debt?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »

MILAN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

is not in accordance with the will of the
citizens. There are many undeveloped
large parcels adjacent to our borders that
desire to be annexed. County zoning is
much less dense than town zoning.

BRL: How would you address and
reduce Town traffic congestion, now
and in the future?

SM: At the present time, there is one main
through-way to the east or west, and that
is Rt. 7. It is a disaster waiting to happen.
If there is a major need to evacuate this
area, all or most of the residents are stuck
in place. So, we need to accelerate the Rt.
690/Rt. 7 interchange. We could access
County resources by obtaining grants, in-
frastructure repairs, and a regional trans-
portation study.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce
the Town’s debt?

SM: Reducing water rates is possible by
monetizing current town assets, and sell-
ing excess water capacity. As previously
stated, if the RFP shows that outsourcing
is beneficial to the town, then the sav-
ings, earned value, could be applied to the
town’s debt as well. We could use solar
power to furnish Town buildings and the
Waste Water and Treatment plant with
their electrical power needs. I support
many of the ideas brought forth by Mayor
Kwasi Fraser to monetize our assets, thus
bringing in more revenue to the town. I
would look at the town budget, and make
sure there is no waste or redundancies in
services.

BRL: Do you support six story build-
ings in the Town of Purcellville like
the yet to be built Vineyard Square
project on 21st Street?

SM: I am against Vineyard Square, even
though it is a by-right development - in

other words, approved zoning at this
point. However, this would not have oc-
curred if the current expired permits were
not allowed to continue beyond their ex-
piration date. I would not be interested
in any similar type of development in the
downtown area — or anywhere else in Pur-
cellville. We are not One Loudoun.

BRL: Do Town elections really matter
... in other words, why should town
residents go to the trouble of voting?

SM: Town elections are essential for small
towns and communities. They afford each
and every citizen the opportunity to get
involved in the local issues relevant to
their particular area. It allows citizens to
meet and intelligently discuss ways to fix
the issues that THEY feel are important to
them.

National elections cover larger, broader
issues, whereas, town elections and those
representing us — affect our lives the most
on a daily basis.

I am running to maintain our small-
town atmosphere and charm, which is
why I moved here with my family. I am
committed to slow growth, transparent
government, and finding innovative solu-
tions for Purcellville. Oftentimes candi-
dates run on a platform that the citizens
want, but after being elected, they do the
opposite. I could never understand a per-
son who could not stand by his word. I
grew up in a time where your word is your
bond - and that is what I live by to this
day.

Each and every citizen is in my thoughts
during this trying time for our communi-
ty, and the nation — with regards to the
coronavirus. I ask for your vote in the May
5 election, which is at the Bush Taberna-
cle — 250 S. Nursery Avenue, Purcellville.
The County is encouraging citizens to
vote early by absentee ballot or in-person
curbside absentee at 750 Miller Drive SE,
Suite C, Leesburg. Please call (703) 777-
0380 for more information.
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WILLIAMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

MJW: Reduction of the Town’s debt is
not a short-term solution, but rather a
long-term vision. As the Mayor has stat-
ed, the first step is to refinance the debt
at a much lower interest rate, which
would decrease our payments. Second-
ly, we need to find a means of generat-
ing revenue for the Town. This may be
done with the invitation to more family
friendly, “mom and pop” stores that are
of interest to the residents of the Town.
Revenue that is not earmarked for man-
datory spending can be used to reduce
the principal associated with our debt.

To bring in more revenue, we should
also look at our underused assets
throughout the Town, along with selling
excess non-potable water to construc-
tion sites.

BRL: Do you support six story build-
ings in the Town of Purcellville like
the yet to be built Vineyard Square
project on 21st Street?

MJW: I do not support any six story
buildings in the Town of Purcellville. We
are not “One Loudoun,” but rather Pur-
cellville, a small town that people come
to visit and live in for that reason. I will
agree that we may need some renova-
tions to the existing buildings, but not
expansion of any buildings to the six

stories; refurbish and redesign to fit the
wants and needs our residents.

BRL: Do Town elections really matter
... in other words, why should Town
residents go to the trouble of voting?

MJW: This is a question that all the
students ask at the high school — does
my one vote really matter? Yes, it does.
We have made multiple decisions in our
history based on one vote. At the local
level, one vote makes a bigger impact.
As I have stressed with my students, the
person who complains the loudest is the
one who did not vote. If you want your
voices heard, then this is time to vote and
become involved in local politics. Local
politics is what affects our lives the most.
Once you see that a vote for the candi-
date of your choosing was well worth the
time and effort, then you will continue to
vote and see the changes that you want.

I ask for you vote in the Purcellville
Town elections, and I am supporting the
re-election of Mayor Kwasi Fraser, and
Chris Bertaut and Stan Milan for Town
Council. The voting location for May 5
has been changed to the Bush Taberna-
cle, 250 S. Nursery Avenue, Purcellville.
Voters are encouraged to vote through
the absentee ballot system: vote.elec-
tions.virginia.gov.

N

VIRGINIA PRO
VPR| ROOFING

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”

NEW ROOFING *RE-ROOFING =METAL = COPPER
SHINGLES = SLATE " RUBBER = GUTTER

540-687-6747

www.virginiaproroofing.com

WATER{ ARE’

A Division of J.R. Snider, Ltd.

Healthy Water Means
A Healthy Hpme._

}_'i.

Safer Water Is Better

Chlorine protects water from bacteria until you
are ready to drink it - much like how plastic wrap
protects your packaged food.

But you get rid of the wrapper before you eat the
food, right? So why should you drink the chlorine?

While chlorine does a great job of eliminating
most pathogens from the water we drink, this
powerful chemical has a downside when it comes
to drinking it.

Contact us today to find out more about our
chlorine removal systems and having the best
water for you and your family!

e - \

Healthie Life.

540-687-5232 « 703-771-3308
www.jrsnider.com
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YOUR “KEY" TO
DREAM FULFILLMENT!

Full line of mortgage
options, including:

100 V]

f
4
.

/2 ANV

N

P

- CONVENTIONAL |
- FIXED & VARIABLE RATES
- JUMBO MORTGAGES

- CONSTRUCTION/PERM LOANS
-FHA VA USDA

CINDI TRENARY JASON CORRON  JOYCE STABILE

NMLS #: 528142
(540) 545-4924

Financial Institution #402313

NMLS #: 1366305
(540) 545-4936

MNMLS #: 715636
(540) 545-4927

See our Mortgage Experts today and
let's get started on that dream home!

800.650.8723 hankofclarke.hank
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CHIASSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

present challenges should the Town or the
County need additional land for Govern-
ment infrastructure needs. If that time
should come it will take the partnership of
the Town and the County, along with citi-
zens, working together to ensure it is in the
best interest of the community. I'm not in
favor of annexation and subsequent zoning
for residential use.

BRL: How would you address and re-
duce Town traffic congestion, now and
in the future?

BC: Purcellville serves as the hub for West-
ern Loudoun’s needs. Traffic flows from
all neighboring areas to utilize the ser-
vices Purcellville supports.  Purcellville
benefits from commuters stopping by our
restaurants and businesses as they travel
thru town to work, schools, events or med-
ical offices. However, this added vehicular
traffic creates transportation problems.
Thanks to Tony Buffington’s efforts funds
have been secured to improve the Rt 287
and Rt 7 intersection along with the Rt 690
Interchange. The Town needs to ensure
any future County facility in and around
the Town is placed where the roads and in-
frastructure can support it. During my pre-
vious term on Council we began obtaining
the right of ways for the Southern Collector
Road (A Street). This critical transportation
improvement was identified as a require-
ment to our future in 1980 as commuter
traffic increased south of Purcellville.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce the
Town’s debt?

BC: My Dad taught his family it is not what
you earn it is what you save. Therefore,
my focus will be eliminating unnecessary
spending. The focus has seemed to be on
what additional revenue can the Town ob-
tain. While the Town should not be blind to
revenue opportunities recent monetization
efforts have proven unproductive and cost-
ly. Restructuring of the debt has delayed
balloon payments but it has increased our
debt overall.

Over the past 3 years I have been vocal in
my comments to Council regarding the ac-
tions that have costs the taxpayers. When
expenses rise revenues cannot be applied
to reduce current debt. Actions such as
the forced resignation of our Town Man-
ager, disruption in staff, monetization of
Fireman’s Field, operational audit, inves-
tigations, lawsuits, cell tower RFP before

current water tower repairs have been re-
solved, and more have added significant
costs to our taxpayers. These funds should
have been applied to the debt.

When I first came on Council in 1992, we
had about $500,000 in reserves with signif-
icant demands for infrastructure upgrades.
When I left Council in 2004, we had close
to $10 million in reserves. This came from
careful planning, understanding our costs
and not commit beyond what we could re-
alistically pay for.

BRL: Do you support six story build-
ings in the Town of Purcellville like the
yet to be built Vineyard Square project
on 21 Street?

BC: I support revitalization efforts of 21
Street which will preserve and promote
parts of our history that are iconic to our
town. My understanding is this develop-
ment has by-right zoning.

If the opportunity presented itself in the
future to review design options, I would
welcome the opportunity to meet with the
owners. I believe it is critical for the Town
leaders, planners, citizens and owners of
land to come together to talk about proj-
ects that could provide a benefit for all. If
not, it will certainly fail for all.

A downtown 21t street project could
provide a wonderful gathering place for our
community to hold special events, concerts
while providing opportunities for future
business opportunities. During the right
time, with the right leaders, with the right
land owners this and other opportunities
can provide resources we haven’t had.

BRL: Do Town elections really mat-
ter....in other words, why should town
residents go to the trouble of voting?

BC: All elections matter whether it is for
class president or President of the United
States. Typically, local elections will have
more of an impact on your everyday living.
Your schools, parks, trash collection, snow
removal, local events and first responders
are all impacted by your local candidate’s
votes.

I’'ve had the wonderful opportunity to
meet with many residents at the begin-
ning of my campaign. Most note this is
their forever home. Iknow Purcellville is
my forever home. My votes will impact
me, my family, my friends and my home-
town forever.

NURTIENT CREDITS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

regarding the nutrient credit program. If
the Town itself moves forward with the
program, it can get the credits and they can
be applied to future infrastructure projects.
But the Town cannot get any revenue with
this option. Or it can partner with a com-

pany to generate the credits via a revenue
sharing arrangement, with the company
and the Town each getting a percentage.
The company would take care of planting
and maintaining the trees, and the nu-
trient and carbon programs throughout
the whole process which requires diligent
oversight.
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RAYNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

2) considerably increasing the town’s resi-
dential base to offset any required increas-
es. Given the current town capacity, and
short-term plans for growth, neither of
these are viable solutions in the near term.

We have paid a considerable amount
for the consultant’s expert advice over
the past several years. Since 2017 they
have been consistent in their presenta-
tion that the town needs to increase rates
or add customers. The Town Council has
been consistent in ignoring their advice.
I believe the right thing to do now is to
create a sustainable plan based on sound
and professional guidance from our town
staff, and outside consultants who were
brought in to address this issue. This plan-
ning should not be to the detriment of the
town as a whole.

BRL: What is your view about annex-
ation?

ER: I don’t believe in annexation for the
sake of annexation. If there’s a parcel of
land adjacent to the town that would make
economic sense to the town — we should
consider it only if it is beneficial for the
town. Annexation is also very expensive,
thus the town must consider the costs. Be-
yond that, annexation is about controlling
the land around our town. For example,
if the county was planning a high-density

housing community or commercial use in
an adjacent property that we felt wasn’t
aligned with the landscape Purcellville
wants, the Council might need to consid-
er an annexation proposal for that land so
that the town can control the use of that
land. It is a powerful tool to protect the
quality of life in our town and can be used
to prevent Purcellville from becoming the
next Ashburn.

BRL: How would you address and re-
duce Town traffic congestion, now and
in the future?

ER: Anyone who has been on Main Street
at rush hour knows that congestion hap-
pens here in town. Congestion is not a
unique issue to Purcellville though, traf-
fic is a regional issue for NOVA. However,
there are few issues we need to under-
stand. Purcellville is a commercial and
social hub for Western Loudoun. We have
regional residents, not just Purcellville
residents coming into town to shop, run
errands, eat at our restaurants, and take
their kids to sporting activities. This is a
very good thing! Also, the town doesn’t
manage Main St. It is the responsibility of
VDOT. We need to work with our region-
al leaders to address traffic issues in and
around our town.

Recently, thanks to our Supervisor
Tony Buffington; the bypass at Hirst Rd

and Route 690 was approved, which will
provide much needed relief to the Berlin
Turnpike (Rt. 287). In addition, work has
been approved to improve the intersec-
tion at the Berlin Turnpike/Route 7 inter-
change, to further improve traffic flow.

These initiatives add to the many oth-
er traffic easing initiatives recently im-
plemented, including the roundabout at
Main St and Route 287, and A St.

Unfortunately, any widening projects
on Main St. are almost impossible as there
is limited space and widening would result
in eminent domain of landowners, which
is something we should avoid wherever
possible.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce the
Town’s debt?

ER: We are in unprecedented time locally,
nationally, and globally. Our first priority
should be to stabilize and stimulate our
local economy. The last thing to do right
now is commit to how we need to pay
down our debt when our local businesses
are struggling and figuring out how to stay
afloat.

Looking beyond the immediate un-
certainty, one thing is for sure. The debt
needs to be paid off. We can explore re-
financing or changing terms of the ex-
isting debt. However we have to be con-
scious that we have already been down

that path twice before, resulting in more
overall debt for the town. Alternatively,
we should seek to improve our town econ-
omy to increase our income stream. This
should yield better long-term results than
the failed attempts to monetize town as-
sets including sacrificing the tax exempt
status of the Fireman’s Field debt.

To repeat, I don’t believe this is the
time to make long-term commitments
to how to lower the debt. First, we must
focus on our current economic crisis and
on supporting our local businesses and
struggling families. Expanding our town
businesses is always preferable to growing
your tax rate.

I support a robust business community
as the cornerstone of our tax base. It’s not
the magic bullet, but it will help our cur-
rent financial situation.

Bad decisions made in the past need-
lessly cost the town a lot of money. We
need to make sure all financial decisions
are well thought-out and prudent to the
needs of the town.

Do you support six story buildings in the
Town of Purcellville like the yet to be built
Vineyard Square project on 21st Street?

I do not support 80ft buildings in the
town of Purcellville. I do however support
improvements to our downtown area and
I will work with property owners to ensure
that future, particularly making sure that
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if the Town didn’t have sewer debt
payments and water CIP fund require-
ments which it does, a minimum an-
nual increase of 4% in both the water
and sewer funds would be required just
to account for inflationary increases
in operating and maintenance costs.
Creating a fair rate structure for resi-
dential and business customers that is
financially sustainable over the long
term is the goal and the necessity.

BRL: What is your view about an-
nexation?

MLH: Each annexation opportuni-
ty — and there are very few, if any, vi-
able ones remaining — would need to
be evaluated on its own merits. The
very first threshold test should fo-
cus on whether such an annexation
would place a demand for water/sewer
and other services that exceeded the
Town’s capacity to deliver them above
and beyond current demand and us-
age. If the opportunity was still viable
in that regard, the economic and other
related benefits to the Town would in-
vite a closer look while also considering
other impacting outcomes of annex-
ation growth such as increased school
enrollments, traffic and other demands
on existing infrastructure.

Annexation is not just a tool for tax
and revenue generation purposes. It
also offers the Town the opportunity
to maintain more local control over the
development footprint of adjacent land
parcels. Since development of these
parcels will impact Town residents in
any case, it makes sense to seriously
evaluate yielding that decision making
authority to the county where Purcell-
ville’s slow growth priorities may not
be as effectively represented.

The Warner property was a prime ex-
ample. Had the issues of development
and annexation not been so negatively

—

conflated to the degree that they were
in the public discourse, there might
have been a more clear-eyed recogni-
tion that choosing to annex that 131
acre parcel would have also given the
Town Planning Commission and Coun-
cil the opportunity to enforce the slow
growth development models the major-
ity of our citizens want. That opportu-
nity not taken is perhaps now an oppor-
tunity lost as far as what the eventual
development of that parcel may yet be.

BRL: How would you address and
reduce Town traffic congestion, now
and in the future?

MLH: By first recognizing that the
Town’s traffic congestion is part of a
larger, regionwide challenge in West-
ern Loudoun. The Town Council and
staff need to work with our counter-
parts in neighboring towns, and at the
county, state and even federal level to
procure funding for effective solutions
that benefit residents within the Town
limits as well as all the commuters who
pass through in both directions on a
daily basis.

One such project in the pipeline is
the additional Route 7 bypass inter-
change sited at Route 690 for which
construction set to start in the fall
of 2022. This additional interchange
along with the planned and now fund-
ed improvements at the Route 287 in-
terchange will help alleviate some of
the existing traffic congestion in and
around downtown Purcellville and at
the interchange at Route 287 proper
which is routinely and severely backed
up during rush hour travel periods. In
both cases, these transportation im-
provements sited within the Town of
Purcellville limits would not have been
possible without the support of our leg-
islators at the county and state level.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce
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the Town’s debt?

MLH: My first step would be to get a full
accounting of what the Town’s current
liabilities are and the publicly available
information does not fully detail that
side of the balance sheet. Most nota-
bly, what the remainder amount is that
must be paid from the general fund to
satisfy the now settled lawsuits brought
against the Town by our Chief of Police
and a former deputy. My hopeful as-
sumption is the Town’s insurance car-
rier paid most, if not all, of the agreed
upon settlement amounts but I have no
way of knowing that. In the not unlike-
ly scenario that the Town’s insurance
carrier was able to successfully estab-
lish grounds for a less than full payout
per the terms of the policy, we will need
to fully cover that gap from the general
fund.

We will also need a real time update
on previously released FY2021 budget
projections to account for the current
free fall in meal tax revenues and the
total suspension of the meals tax en-
tirely from April 1- May 31 which the
Town Council passed at the March 24
meeting due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The Town Manager also previously
recommended a property tax increase
from .22 to .26 per $100 of assessed
value but rescinded that request at the
March 24 meeting to keep the property
tax rate as is at .22 and the Fireman’s
Field tax as is at .03 per $100 of as-
sessed value.

Once I have access to more precise
information about what our true start-
ing point is financially, the responsi-
ble and long term course of action will
likely include additional cost cutting
measures as needed along with pos-
sible tax increases to ensure and to
secure more long term financial sus-
tainability. A parallel goal of respon-
sible financial stewardship will be to
protect the Town of Purcellville’s bond
rating which is directly impacted by

how we manage our Town finances.

BRL: Do you support six story build-
ings in the Town of Purcellville like
the yet to be built Vineyard Square
project on 21st Street?

MLH: It is important to note that the
existing approval for the six story Vine-
yard Square project which allows for
4, front-facing stories on 21st St and
6 stories total including the develop-
ment into the below grade slope in the
back of this building remains in effect
through the spring of 2021. I enthusi-
astically support development efforts
that create sustained economic vitality
in the historic downtown area. At the
same time, I am mindful of the priority
to maintaining the unique character of
our small town and that will inform any
decisions I make.

BRL: Do Town elections really mat-
ter ... in other words, why should
town residents go to the trouble of
voting?

MLH: As citizens who are privileged
to live in this country founded on the
principles of democracy, all of us need
to embrace and exercise our civic duty
to vote in every election at the local,
state and federal level. Even though
Virginia is a Dillon Rule state which
does somewhat constrict the param-
eters of governance at the local level,
the decisions made at the most local
level by the Town Council here in Pur-
cellville arguably have as much or even
more statutory impact on our day-to-
day lives as our state and federal gov-
ernance does.

All the costly turmoil we have sur-
vived over the last few years and will
continue to pay for here in Purcellville
over the next many years also under-
scores the importance of showing up
as well-informed voters who will hold
those we elect fully accountable.
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RAVENS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Myers said that once the young ravens
hatch, they’ll spend the next several
weeks in the nest before they learn to fly
and eventually leave the nest for good.
By then, it will be late April.

During a March 10 Town Council
discussion on the matter, a few coun-
cil members asked the Town staff if it
would be possible to delay the welding
work until after the birds hatched. In
her email to the Council, Lehnig wrote
that Suez was unable to accommodate
that request because it’s fully booked for
work across the nation and might not
have been able to return to Purcellville
until late fall.

Lehnig noted that Suez was able to
schedule the work in Purcellville in the
first place because it was already per-
forming larger jobs in the area.

“Because the crews are specialized,
they are in high demand,” Lehnig wrote
to the council.

Town Manager David Mekarski said
that delaying the $204,000 repair project
would have forced the Town to pay Suez
at least $12,500 to demobilize.

Mekarski noted that if the Town Coun-
cil did express an interest in stopping
the welding work to better protect the
ravens, the Town’s finances could have
supported that decision.

“This is certainly within our capabili-
ties to finance,” he said. “We have ade-

quate funds in the reserve account.”

The month delay in the excavation
work will prolong the amount of time
residents are stuck with poor cellular
coverage.

When Suez began maintenance work
on the water tower in May 2018, AT&T,
Sprint, T-Mobile, and Verizon were
forced to move their cellular antennas
to a shorter, temporary tower. When that
happened, residents — especially those
living in the southern end of Town - be-
gan experiencing coverage gaps.

With the Town’s well-being in mind,
Mayor Kwasi Fraser said that, while he
likes birds, he felt that the work should
go on as planned.

“I believe the risk for the Town is larg-
er,” he said. “The risk is greater on the
Town than it is relative to the ravens.”
Fraser noted the workers and the en-
tire community are aware of the raven’s
presence, and everyone will be more
cautious while working.

Myers said the Conservancy is un-
aware of raven families at risk of being
disturbed during the incubation time or
the subsequent few weeks in the nest. He
said that’s because ravens tend to nest in
more rural areas.

In general, Myers said ravens are
smart birds and seem to be adapting a bit
to more urbanized areas. “They seem to
be figuring things out a little more than
other birds,” he said.
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FRASER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

annexation?

KF: Annexation for high density residen-
tial development should not be pursued.
Our community is still being impacted by
previous annexations that have signifi-
cantly strained our transportation infra-
structure and water resources.

My opponent and her slate of candidates
supported the annexation of the Warner
Brook property, even though the develop-
ers made it clear that they wanted to place
160 homes, 24 acres of industrial, 11 acres
of commercial, and 1,250 parking spaces
to service it all on the property. What they
failed to realize is that the town exerts
control over the parcels in the Join Land
Management Area. So, even if the County
changes its current comprehensive plan
and proposed zoning to allow for high den-
sity residential development, the only way
for the County to obtain health department
approval is to have access to public water
and sewer which the Town controls.

Contrary to what my opponent claims,
the Town is still facing development pres-
sure about the over 200 acres of adjacent
county property that may result in over
700 new homes into our Town. For exam-
ple, we have a 67 acre property on A Street
that my opponent and her slate of candi-
dates may rezone for high density residen-
tial, resulting in over 240 new homes and

720 more cars on our streets. It seems that
annexation is my opponent’s only strategy
because all we have heard is her reluctance
to commit to any solutions for the voters.

BRL: How would you address and re-
duce Town traffic congestion, now and
in the future?

KF: During my tenure as mayor, and via
collaboration with the County and VDOT,
we have received millions of dollars in
funding for transportation infrastructure
projects to support the County schools
within our borders and the regional traf-
fic that flows through our community. I
will continue to work with the County,
VDOT, and the Mayors of the Coalition
of Loudoun Towns to accelerate the con-
struction of the Route 690/Route 7 In-
terchange project and the Route 287 and
Route 7 Intersection projects.

These are top priority projects that
cannot wait until 2023 for construction
to begin. Combined, these projects will
significantly decrease traffic congestion
and hazardous conditions in Purcellville
and Western Loudoun County. Further,
we will continue to evaluate smart cities
innovative traffic calming solutions using
data analytics and advanced technologies
such as the myriad of solutions presented
to me by the leadership team at the Center
for Advanced Transportation Technology
(CATT) at the University of Maryland.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce the
Town’s debt?

KF: In 2014, I inherited $61 million in
debt stemming from a culture of “build it
and they will come.” As mayor, I took re-
sponsibility for reducing that debt which
to date has been reduced by over $7.6 mil-
lion while maintaining our stellar credit
ratings which recently resulted in a debt
payment savings of $1.16 million.

I will continue to find ways to mone-
tize our town-owned $125 million of as-
sets and to use that revenue to service our
debt. This includes selling portions of our
55 percent of excess sewer treatment ca-
pacity and the 500,000 gallons per day of
reclaimed water, generating revenue from
our right of ways such as the $30K per year
from a single service provider to install
2.3 miles of fiber, decreasing operational
expenses where feasible, pursuing carbon
sequestration and nutrient credit sales via
a public private partnership, and increas-
ing events at Fireman’s Field to generate
sufficient revenue to eliminated the Field
District tax that accounts for over 80 per-
cent of the revenue.

BRL: Do you support six story buildings
in the Town of Purcellville like the yet
to be built Vineyard Square project on
21% Street?

KF: Since 2014, my position has not

changed about Vineyard Square, as con-
dos like the proposed 5-6 story project
belong in South Beach rather than in Pur-
cellville. Also, a large scale development
like this would place significant strain on
our already low water resources and our
congested streets. We need structures that
not only compliment the Town’s character
but also will be worthy of restoration fifty
years from now. In addition, our taxpayers
should not pay for opening up O Street to
Hatcher Avenue to accommodate the in-
gress and egress needs of Vineyard Square
due to the inappropriate density that it
would bring to that area.

BRL: Do Town elections really matter
... in other words, why should town res-
idents go to the trouble of voting?

KF: American participatory governance
continues, and voting is its foundation.
Representing the voices of the citizens,
voting demonstrates commitment and ac-
countability. As a candidate, I committed
to a platform of slow growth, low taxes, in-
novative solutions, and infrastructure im-
provement. Toward this end, I have voted
against two major annexation applications
to prevent high density residential growth
that would have compromised Purcell-
ville’s character and placed significant
strain upon our transportation infrastruc-
ture and water resources. We have lowered
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BERTAUT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Estimates for residential construction
show costs of $1.62 or more per addi-
tional dollar of tax revenue. As a Town
Councilman, I will focus on increasing
the value of Town services provided per
dollar of tax revenue. I do not favor an-
nexation without well-defined plans for
minimizing and mitigating infrastruc-
ture impacts, and costs to the Town.
Annexation is at odds with what our cit-
izens want.

Our Town will grow slowly through
using undeveloped lots that are already
in Town. This is why zoning is crucial to
our citizens’ quality of life. Citizens have
made it clear that fast growth through
annexation is undesirable and that
growth needs to be managed very care-
fully.

Our most recent annexation brought
in almost $12 million in connection fees,
which were placed in our Utility Enter-
prise Reserve Fund. This fund is used to
payfor capitalimprovements, forincreas-
es in operating costs due to new housing,
and to pay down a small amount of the
utility debt. Thus, seemingly large tap
fees do little to eliminate debt, due to in-
creased operational and capital improve-
ment costs that come with development.

BRL: How would you address and
reduce Town traffic congestion, now
and in the future?

CB: Traffic congestion in Purcellville has
several causes. In the center of Town,
there is no room to add lanes, or to build
alternatives to traffic lights like round-
abouts. For the heart of Town, I believe
better timing of traffic lights and more
well-placed turn-lanes will help to keep
traffic flowing during the day. The inter-
section of Rt. 7 and Rt. 287, Berlin Turn-
pike, needs safety improvements, like an
additional lane on the westbound exit
ramp from Rt. 7 onto Rt. 287 and addi-
tional space for a turn-lane on Rt.287.
Improvementstothe7/287interchange
must be addressed by the Town through
VDOT. VDOT has performed traffic stud-
ies in Purcellville in recent years. I will
use the results of those studies to drive
ideas for further improvements through
Town committees and staff. Finally, de-
lays in annexation of adjacent land with
high-density development will help to
reduce future traffic congestion in Town.

BRL: How do you intend to reduce
the Town’s debt?

CB: The Town’s debt, mainly from the
Basham-Simms wastewater treatment
plant must be mitigated through debt
restructuring and development of new,
non-tax revenue streams from treated
wastewater and new uses for underuti-
lized Town property. Examples of the
latter include efforts currently under-

way to develop the Aberdeen property
for equestrian uses and the Request for
Proposal to get a third party to build a
second cell tower on the Basham-Simms
site. Without efforts to develop new rev-
enue from the Town’s assets, taxes and
water fees will rise in order to pay down
debt.

BRL: Do you support six story build-
ings in the Town of Purcellville like
the yet to be built Vineyard Square
project on 21st Street?

CB: Many residents oppose putting any-
thing higher than three stories in our
historic downtown district. I am against
Vineyard Square because there are too
many questions about traffic safety and
the visual impact of Vineyard Square. For
Vineyard Square to attract investors, the
Town will have to spend a considerable
amount of money to extend O Street be-
hind the proposed development.

For any large-scale commercial devel-
opment to get approval, it must be shown
to have a positive impact on the Town,
for its residents, and their quality of life.
Too often, developments are champi-
oned that underplay negative impacts
to traffic, pedestrian safety, and exist-
ing infrastructure like water and sewer.
Any development of similar scale needs
to pay for its impacts to infrastructure,
including roads and traffic. The Com-
prehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordi-
nance are important tools for the Town,
because they allow for citizen input into
the future stake of our community.

BRL: Do Town elections really matter
... in other words, why should town
residents go to the trouble of voting?

CB: Town elections are the best way
for citizens to preserve Purcellville as a
small town. Purcellville’s citizens want a
family-friendly environment with qual-
ity of life. If you do not vote, you risk
turning the government of the Town
over to those who believe unrestrained
growth will solve every problem we face.

I am asking for your vote in this crucial
election to be your voice to keep Purcell-
ville a place that is run for its residents, not
special interests. Please vote to re-elect
our Mayor, and to bring in Stan Milan,
Mary Jane Williams, and Chris Bertaut.

I hope everyone is staying safe during
the coronavirus crisis. I am urging ev-
eryone to vote by mail, if possible, by re-
questing an absentee ballot or in person
curbside absentee voting. Call the Of-
fice of Elections at (703) 777-0380. The
address is 750 Miller Drive SE, Suite C,
Leesburg. The voting place for the May
5 election has been changed to the Bush
Tabernacle located at 250 S. Nursery Av-
enue, Purcellville.
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HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Sometimes the land was still zoned for residential use,
not for the high-value offices we developed. Rezoning
was not just a necessity; it would produce a pot of gold.

Upon rezoning, properties can instantly become fab-
ulously valuable. No wonder that developers’ business
is to convert land into buildings, and in land use fights,
they are better at offense than we are at defense.

Zoning Re-write: Who’s In Charge?

The initial premise of the new Comprehensive Plan
was backwards. It was demand-driven: “How many peo-
ple want to move here, and how can we accommodate
them?” A better start would have been, “How big should
Loudoun be?”

A truism is that whoever controls the process behind
a project thus controls the outcome. Last September,
County Staff got the Board to approve its “Process Plan”
of how Staff would produce the new zoning code. I doubt
that many Supervisors had time to dig deeply into that
Process Plan. I had the time, so I dug.

The calming words of Staff’s documents hid mine-
fields. For example, here are some things its Process
Plan called for:

It proposed to revise zoning to “reflect the current
marketplace,” meaning to find big houses for throngs of
newcomers. It’s blind arrogance to suggest that we con-
tort ourselves to accommodate waves of newcomers, ut-
terly changing Loudoun forever. Instead, the goal must
be to “reflect the will of the citizens.”

“Increase the scope of administrative approvals.” This
power grab reduces oversight and authority by the Board
of Supervisors.

“.... improve the outcome for all stakeholders.” This

effectively means increased profits for developers, but
perhaps I’'m too cynical. Or am I?

“... Board input and direction will also factor in ....”
Thus, it will listen to the Board’s wishes, but not neces-
sarily obey them.

Staff names certain Stakeholders who get to influence
the proposed zoning ordinance as it’s being drafted.
Most Stakeholders are members of the real estate and
development industry.

The Board should exercise its power early and often to
establish itself as being in charge. Don’t wait until a slick
document is handed out with a note that it’s too late for
changes.

The Downside of Clusters

Cluster projects have smaller lots surrounded by large
“rural economy” lots. That idea flopped, and almost
every big lot is simply overgrown with no evidence of a
rural activity.

Developers want clusters to be little subdivisions that
mimic eastern Loudoun. A prominent cluster developer
told me that he and his peers see the northwestern part
of the county as having a true density of one house per
five acres. “Base density” calls for 20 acres per house, so
clusters give developers a huge “density bonus.”

Clusters are primarily responsible for the loss of many
square miles of Loudoun farms. Their “bonus density”
needs to go.

Welcome, New Supervisors

Loudoun County belongs to its citizens, not to build-
ers or businesses, or the throngs of outsiders who want
to move here. Here are a few suggestions:

Listen to citizens, who in every County-sponsored poll

since the mid-90s, have deemed congestion and growth
as the two worst county-wide problems.

Taxes count. Past Boards have resisted tax increas-
es but nevertheless, Loudoun’s tax rate is still the
third-highest in Virginia.

Taxes illuminate the fact that subdivision sprawl is
economic cancer. Taxes here are 35 percent higher than
neighboring Clarke County, where residential growth is
discouraged.

Roughly 49,000 new houses can be built by-right,
which means they don’t need governmental approval.
The Board can actually downzone the county as it did
in 2003, while still protecting property rights and saving
perhaps billions in front-end costs.

Pass a Comprehensive Plan Amendment that says
“The County may consider TDRs and PDRs if it so wish-
es.” State code requires that a Comp Plan must mention
these programs in case it might later want to use them.
There is no need to pass such programs now, or to work
out the details. Just mention them in the Comp Plan and
leave them out of the Zoning Ordinance.

Revise other controlling documents to align them
with the broad goals of stopping sprawl, such as the Fa-
cilities Standards Manual and the Land Subdivision and
Development Ordinance. Frankly, make Loudoun un-
friendly to developers.

Past planning has been based on the demand for hous-
es. Instead, let voters decide our maximum population
and let zoning follow. Steel yourselves against the sub-
tle seductions of “growth,” “business” and “prosperity.”
We’ve had enough.

Charles Houston developed office buildings in Atlanta, and
has lived in Paeonian Springs for 20 years.

“The keyto Sueccessful Aging is to pay as
little attention to itas possible.

Beat the
spring rush!

* Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
 Exterior Wood Replacement

* Wallpaper Removal

¢ Honest and Dependable Mechanics
¢ Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning

« Power Washing Siding and Decks
 Deck Staining and Sealing

« Drywall Repair

« Every Job Owner-Supervised

¢ Licensed and Insured

» FREE Estimates

- Judith Regan

We are committed to
providing you with the
best work and customer
service avdilable.

—&

B ' Call & visit today
SPRING ARBOR. 793777 9300
SENIOR LIVING
s Spring Arbor of Leesburg
Kexibewtial Asaistid Living 237 Fairview Street NW, Leesburg, VA 20176
& Alpheimer’s Care email: LBMKTG@HHHunt.com

springarborliving.com

o @ & 02

703-771-1494 | Cell 703-431-7751
www.joeflemingpainting.com
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PURCELLVILLE SAVINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 and the General Fund combined: the sav-

ings in the Sewer Fund will be $1.166 mil-
lion — amounting to $122,000 in savings
yearly in FY 2021-2025(then decreasing
to the $60,000 range), $47,000 in savings
from the Water Fund — approximately
$4,000 yearly, and $817,000 in the General
Fund with - with an estimate savings of
$60,000 in this fund yearly. The Town can
repay these loans at any time without pen-
alty.

The Sewer Fund “is the primary bene-
ficiary of this,” said Laux. The company
received bids from 10 different banking
institutions. “This will give us basically $2
million in debt service savings...” he said.

Town’s high credit rating, “This changed
to $2 million (based on even lower interest
rates).” He added, “If there has ever been a
demonstration of why really strong credit
ratings are important, this is likely one of
those demonstrations.”

Davenport’s power point presentation
noted, “As a result of the competitive bid-
ding process, the Town received favorable
proposals that, if approved by the Town
Council, will allow the Town to achieve
savings results well above the savings es-
timated for planning purposes.”

The Town has saved approximately $2
million in the Sewer Fund, the Water Fund,

Council Member Nedim Ogelman said
he appreciated Mayor Kwasi Fraser for
driving this process. “To me this is a no
brainer. This is absolutely what we need to
do,” Ogelman said.

Fraser asked, “When we refinanced in
2017, we removed an IRS restriction on
the amount of revenue we could gain on
certain properties. By virtue of our accept-
ing these terms tonight, are any of those
restrictions coming back?” Laux’s answer
was brief: “No.”

The Town Council voted unanimously
(with one member absent) to move for-
ward with the refinancing of debt pay-
ment.

RAYNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

construction projects are built in a
way that maintains the character and
integrity of our small town.

Do Town elections really matter ...
in other words, why should town resi-
dents go to the trouble of voting?

I'm not the type of person who
spends time and effort on things
that don’t matter. Whether it’s in my
personal or work life I always have a
purpose, and only take part in things
I can help to influence and improve.
The same applies to the fact that
I’'m running to represent Purcellville

on May 5th — a role I'll work on with

SOCIAL DISTANCING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

everyone in the community to refrain
from gathering in groups and encour-
ages everyone to practice social dis-
tancing, which generally means main-
taining 6 feet between you and others
at all times.

“We are all in this together, which
means each one of us must do our part
to help slow the spread of COVID-19
in our community,” said County Ad-
ministrator Tim Hemstreet. “For the
health of our community, I ask that
Loudoun residents follow the direc-
tions to help mitigate the impact of
the disease in the county and to help

protect the most vulnerable members
of our community.”

Loudoun County  encourages
residents to stay informed about
COVID-19.The county’swebsite canbe
translated into more than 80 languag-
es. Visit loudoun.gov/coronavirus for
information about the COVID-19
and to sign up for email and text up-
dates. Text LCCOVID19 to 888777
to receive text alerts from Loudoun
County about COVID-19. Residents
with questions about COVID-19 may
call the Loudoun County Health De-
partment’s information line, 703-737-
8300, or email health@loudoun.gov.

FRASER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

our debt by over $7.6 million, maintained
our stellar credit ratings, welcomed over
eighty businesses to our Town during
the past two years, and transformed an
underperforming asset into a technology
incubator and workshop.

These accomplishments and respons-
es to challenges were made possible be-
cause those who voted for me expected
nothing less. In this crucial election,
I call upon our citizens to vote for me,
Mary Jane Williams, Stan Milan, and
Christopher Bertaut to deliver on our
commitments to Purcellville’s citizens.

great honor and purpose for the peo-
ple of the Town.

Civic engagement has drastical-
ly increased over the past few years.
The reasons for that growth in inter-
est vary tremendously, but one thing
remains the same — people must have
avoice, an opinion, and we need wise
people on Council.

We're a small community. It is why
my family moved here. We all need
to be engaged to keep it this way and
elections are the cornerstone of that!

Elections have consequences — if
you don’t vote, you sacrifice your
voice.

COUNTY

=
VIRGINIA

Help Shape Western

Loudoun’s Future.

Your 2020 Census response helps fund our schools,
healthcare and roads. It also determines our election
districts for the next 10 years.

Watch the mail this month for your invitation
to respond.

Ways to Respond:

@ 2020census.gov

A Census worker will visit
your home in May

Paper forms
mailed in April

CUmted States®

ensus
2020

Hardscapnig Specnahs

Providing Your Home with a Unique & Special Look

W~ callTodayforyour

FREE Consuliation &
GD&E}A&LE&J‘HH-S Enjoy SUummer on your

new Patio!

i "7 Established and Impressing Clients Since 1083

r@':-' 571.323.2‘555|de
= www.GreatFallsDevelopment.com
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RAY OF HOPE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

very likely you can order your favorite meal for take-
out. Magnolia’s in Purcellville, for example, now offers
a “Curbside Menu” while Domino’s provides “contact-
less” pizza delivery. Anthony’s offers curbside pick-up
and Chick-fil-A is open for business, as well as so many
local restaurants.

Nichols Hardware and Mr. Print are working with re-
duced staff but remain open for your business. And for
all those items you’re buying online, you can thank the
local postal workers and FedEx or UPS drivers for get-
ting your packages to you. (Just be sure to wipe down
the boxes with disinfectant before opening them.)

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to all those who are
keeping us healthy—the volunteers giving out meals at
our schools for children with nutritional needs, the first
responders we can count on in case of fire or accident,

and especially the doctors and nurses tending to our
community’s Covid 19 patients.

We also have the ongoing support of faith leaders, who
have continued to reach out to us through this difficult
time. As Lynn Frost, healthcare director for the Tree of
Life ministry, wrote on the nonprofit’s website, “This
may be the first (and hopefully last!) worldwide crisis in
our lifetime so let’s view it as an opportunity. Let’s plan
to come out on the other side of this with stronger faith,
better relationships with our neighbors, [and] a focus on
the things that are truly important.”

To that ray of hope we’ll add a small request: Some-
day when the curve “flattens,” and once again we’re able
to enjoy our parks and public gathering spaces, let’s re-
member the neighbors who helped us get through this
crisis and say thank you - by supporting their causes
and patronizing their businesses.

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITY

Sub-Distributors / Applicators needed
to sanitize homes, businesses, and
public buildings with fogging product
proven to kill the Coronavirus.

Only $1,500 needed to start up.
We provide fogger, product, training
manual, and personal training course.

Please see our product at
www.greensolpro.com.
Call 540-338-5869 for information.

CLASSIFIEDS

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia's and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness,
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more
information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email - fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousingvipnet.org.

SHOEAND SUFFORI LYCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBEORS

kathyhesslerhomes@gmail.com
Wl 703-615-1493 &) 703-378-8810

Sarrsorn
Propertics
1602 Villa‘gc Market Blvd SE,
Suite 2585, Leesburg, VA 20175

ngh Quallty at Low Prlces

Double Shredded Hardwood Mulch
Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips,
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

703-450-4758

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

Pick Up or Delivery

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

GRASSf‘bRKS

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472
GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Locally owned and operated

Kitchen = Baths
Basements = Plumbing
Electrical = Carpentry

703-298-L090

Peter Guarino, Owner
Pgua545705@gmail.com

Licensed and Insured

Free estimates - Mobile service
Licensed & Insured — Home
Commercial Elass Replacement

lommy Hackney
hackneyglass@gmail.com

a11.420.2637

Paeanian Springs, Ya.

MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DC
508 E. Market St.
Leesburg VA 20176

Cell: 703-577-6015
Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com
@LONG &
€[/FOSTER

REALTORS &

\
I 2

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile
703-858-2770 office
Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

=M@ ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE
20405 Exchange St., # 221
C E N T U RY 2 '| Ashburn, VA 20147

New Millennium Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland

et —

WeAccept | LSl Free
Credit Cards & ioichiiiitic Estimates
L2
‘\
Trimming Stump Grading
Crown Grinding Seeding
Reduction Lot Clearing Sodding
Pruning Powerwashing Fertilizing
Tree Removal Walkways Aeration
Cabling Patios Mowing
Feeding Retaining Walls Mulching
Spraying Fencing Leaf Removal
Excavating Firewood & Planting
Snow Removal

571-505-5565 + WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Lovettswlle, \'/ .\
Major@VeteransLLC:US

www.VeteransLLC.us Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WV
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DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

in with rewards for output and accom-
plishments can be helpful. Younger chil-
dren benefit from having a fixed time for
tasks with frequent parental check-ins.
Older children prefer checklists, which
give them a greater sense of agency and
independence.

Be mindful. Mindfulness is the con-
cept of being 100 percent present in the
moment while accepting all aspects of
what that moment is or what it brings
— without criticism, blame or judge-
ment. As parents, Planet Earth has just
delivered us the Herculean task of be-
ing mindfully present for our children
morning, day and night 7 days a week.
Whether you’re cooking, playing a board
game, having a conversation, doing
tasks, try to remember that your chil-

dren will benefit most from your focus-
ing on the moment.

Make yourself available for conver-
sations. Keep in mind that our children
do not possess the emotional resources
to manage everything that is happening
around them, thus they are needing our
support, guidance and understanding.

Model your best self. Our children
learn how to think, feel and behave via
their observations and experiences; as
parents we are the most important people
to our children, and thus they internalize
or take in their main life lessons and de-
veloping identities from us. It is import-
ant that we model positivity throughout
this difficult time. Our children need us
to be loving, calm, hopeful, engaging, pa-
tient, inspiring and positive.

Consider your audience. Regardless of
the concerning or upsetting information

we as parents receive about COVID-19
via the media, school system or other
places, we must always be mindful of
what our children are capable of han-
dling. Limiting your children’s access to
the deluge of news on COVID-19, is also
a good thing given that the coverage
could be anxiety producing and upset-
ting to them.

Take care of yourself. This is an ex-
tremely stressful time for parents, and
taking care of ourselves is essential.
COVID-19 may be a marathon and not
a sprint, so practicing daily self-care is a
must since returning to the way things
were, may not happen any time soon.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. can be
reached at 703 723-2999 and is located
at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ash-
burn.

ULYFL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

After the meeting Mayor Kwasi
Fraser said, “I welcome ULYFL and
other sporting leagues and event
organizations to join the Purcellville
Cannons at our historic Fireman’s
Field. I have encouraged members of
this Town Council and management
to work with these organizations to
increase the quantity of family sport-
ing and other recreational events
at Fireman’s Field, and to generate
sufficient revenue to minimize the
reliance on tax dollars to fund for the
upkeep and maintenance of the facil-
ity. The management team projects
that in the next fiscal year it will cost
the Town $75,000 in maintenance of
the field. I don’t support having that
solely funded by taxpayers’ dollars.”

SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

accliate

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

200 East Main Street, Purcellville, VA

OnThe
Market..

with Sam & Ray

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

__RAVEN'S REVENGE Inc.

Oid Fashioned Homemade Jams, Jellies, Presenves,
Chutneys, Artisan Breads, Gift Baskets, Canning Instruction

" Nevermore... SAME DAY
Marlena E. Bremseth COMPUTER
Round Hill, VA REPAIR
A (540) 338-8403 Premier Computer Repais ~~ OERVICE
 RRnevermore@aol.com Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com
www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

Sam Rees

Ray Rees

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist
Phone: 703-470-0680
onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR"
Associate Broker
ABR
100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B
Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620
linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

REALTORS &

_® =

REAMBX

Premier

WILSON

“Qur Team Assures
Your Success”

SHERRY 4

REALTOR®

TEAM o

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Direct: 571-242-0232

-

LYNNE McCABE

TEAM

[B& onthemarketloudoun.com

KELLERV

540-338-6300 703-771-1110
www.sherrywilson.com

LynneMcCabe@kw.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

kW KELLERW AM
CARITAL PROPERTIES

Patios

Pavers
Walkways
Stone Work
Retaining Walls

A1 LANDSCAP

o
SERVICES,LLGj ==
www.LuckettsLandscaping.com

Reyes'Henriquez
571-490-1879
A1Chilly@aol.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade 5harPcning & Maintenance
oil Char\gcs | Grcasing[ RcPairs

Sharp Blades

I
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC

‘Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds
Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses

& Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson
540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

51

T
On-Site Installations

Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us
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LAFIANDRA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

more and tarnishes more easily than stainless steel, nickel
plated surfaces or plastic. However, low cost brass plated
door knobs that do kill viruses are readily available. Also,
the idea of covering surfaces with copper tape is relatively
new. About five years ago, a company tried to patent the
process however, the Patent Office said it was an “obvious”
improvement and not patentable. The key in using copper
adhesive tape is low cost. A roll of copper tape can cover
exposed surfaces in the barbershop for less than 20 bucks.

Since we are in the middle of a pandemic and thousands
of people are dying of the coronavirus, shouldn’t we do
everything possible to prevent the spread of the virus? If
Darrell can do it in his barbershop, every nursing home,
hospital, school, supermarket, Metro car and any venue
where the public gathers should be protected from trans-
mitting the virus by covering commonly touched surfaces
with copper tape.

Joe LaFiandra has an engineering degree from NYU and a
MBA from Adelphi University. He resides near Purcellville.

ELECTIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Voters will not be permitted in the office to vote.

The final day to vote an absentee ballot in person is Sat-
urday, May 2. The Office of Elections and Voter Registra-
tion will be open May 2 for curbside absentee voting, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Voters do not have to apply in advance to
vote absentee in person.

Also as part of the response to COVID-19, election of-
ficials ask voters to call ahead for an appointment if they
need to conduct any business other than absentee voting
or voter registration. Call 703-777-0380. You may also
email the office at vote@loudoun.gov.

Voter Registration Deadlines

* Online Voter Registration:
2020, at 11:59 p.m.

» In-Person Voter Registration: Monday, April 13, at
5 p.m. at the Office of Elections and Voter Registra-
tion, 750 Miller Drive SE, Suite C in Leesburg. Please
note: Voters will not be permitted into the office.
Applications will be available in the lobby and can

Monday, April 13,

be completed on-site and dropped off.

» By-Mail Voter Registration: The application must
be postmarked no later than April 13.

Stay Informed

Loudoun election officials encourage voters to stay in-
formed by:

» Texting LCVOTES to 888777 to receive text alerts
from the Loudoun County Office of Elections and
Voter Registration

 Signing up for Election Update category in Alert
Loudoun, the county’s email and text notification
system.

« Following the Office of Elections and Voter Regis-
tration on Facebook and Twitter. Loudoun Coun-
ty Government also posts general information on
Facebook and Twitter.

More information about the upcoming election and
voting in Loudoun County is online at loudoun.gov/vote.

SHUFEAND SUFFORI LYCALBUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGRBORS

No Joh too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Piumbing + Electrical * Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

e 040.683.0470 ...,

esmmares  yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & msusen

STONE HOUSE FLOORS

Home of the Shenandoah Crafisman
540-465-8055

28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA 22657
StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com

CARPET - VINYL - HARDWOOD - WATERPROOF FLOORING
CERAMIC TILE - LAMINATE FLOORING

StoneHouseFloorsVa.com

Laii s i L] “
Larg;'e;-;”w" 0 sers

rve

WWW. AllAboutFences org
SINCE | 19'%9

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826

Licensed & Insured flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

| SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly - Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES * GREAT REFERENCES!

Call Maria Today!

g © l
T Cal.lM?a?ingEaIy@}g%rzmaﬂ com

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse

Lmudmm County’s Oldest Greenhouse

5 Spe L]-!]L—’l]ls’ n Mative and Local Gardening

Green & Eco-friendly

--.-f,; Plants, Trees & Shrubs
I"u![-.n Cloves, Tools & Statuary

' E‘ -E- - Flowering Pots & Gifts

—
er'.!':ruh"-:‘nr:‘HnJr.-:lrJe‘jn‘q F.COM

"w‘_j'gj‘ (540) J'H 9118 » info@abernethyspencer.com
'Maple Ave. = Purcellville, VA 20132

hm'r Lincoln Rd. /

Master Halrcutter Since 1969

+ Siylized Perms & Coloring
* Precision Haircutting

| « Facials & Massages

« Bridal Parties

BEluemont
540-554-2214

20 Years at this location.

nt 703-77

¢ Interior/Exterior
¢ Residential
¢ Commercial

¢ Carpentry Repairs
¢ Drywall Repairs

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

Q)
BBB

'w
A RATING

Licensed ¢ Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates

Licensed
& Insured

Insurance’

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto + Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 * Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets

w8 Dall}" DOE Walks &
a*" %
- ]

In-Home Vacation Pet Care
Pet®
virginiapets@comcast.net

Joe Pillera

\\\ (703) 867-7158
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com

Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed
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Asphalt Driveway Restoration

o Best Asphalt Crack Filling (the Real Asphalt - Sand Mix - crack filler)
¢ Patchwork ¢ Best Oil-Based Heated Sealcoating
¢ The Real Asphalt Preservative is Oil-Based Sealer
¢ Not Just A Cosmetic Sealer Like Others
¢ Oil-Based Sealer Preserves Asphalt
o Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways (smaller driveways only)
¢ 2" Overlays/Resurfacing

Great Quality Work is Not Cheap, Cheap Prices

are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.

15% Discount Paul Jones and Son

A
Y

Warranty
FREE Estimates

GoodGuysPaving@gmail.com
Leesburg, VA
Satisfaction Guaranteed

North Gustom Masoni'y

™ ,J Retaining and

ecoratn'r"' Walls, =

¥ ~-Stonework

Repointing Brick

stimates - Licensed & Insured ~ Angie’s List Member ~ Member BBB

SWEET JENNY

Pet Care and House Sitting

& Domestic Pet Care
& Farm Animal Care
% House Sitting
% Mid-Day Visits

f

Find us on FB:
Sweet Jenny Pet Care

(540) 454-4001

Brenda@SweetjennyPetSitting.com

Your Experts in Roofing,
Windows, Doors, Siding,

Gutters, and Repairs!

Roof repair & replacement, window &
door replacements, siding repair &
replacement, gutter repairs & replacement,
and other exterior repairs.

Free Estimates & Flexible Fmaru cing!

@

Cz Operations

perations.com
operations.com |

* Bobocat Services *
* Gravel Driveway Repair *

GRAMHALL TRUCKING

540-8SZZ-901L1
+ STONE DUST = MULCH = TOPSOIL = SAND =
* LIGHT GRADING » GRAVELING »

« DRAINAGE SOLUTTONS + BACKHOE WORK «
LET US HELP YOU
CARRY YOUR LOAD!

* R
S MIKE & FD
el

CCW Permit Course
Pistol Shooting & Safety Training
Home Firearm Safety Training

703.477.0751

RILA_CCW@outlook.com

)
The 2nd Amendment ‘&%

¥ :
“Our Constitutional Right 2\ USTRUC TN
& Our Patriotic Duty” D "m

” é ’
Credit cards accepted. Gift certificates available. Certified Instructor

Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.
703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs
Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Retaining Walls

Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

www.luckettsexcavating.com

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

30% IncomeTax Cred
Property Tax Credits
Guaranteed Return on

Investment

=L L

a71. 321_6414 | www. SOLAR NOVA.com

Mark Malan

(540) 751-8456

25 Years of Experience
Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Avalanche Ecavating

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway Maintenance - Driveway Grading - Light Excavating
Bridges - Erosion Contral - Hauling (Stone, Millings, Mulch, etc)
www.avalancheexcavating.com

avalancheexcavatinglic@gmail.com

Serving Purceliville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND BREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
Clrca 1832

WWW.SPRINDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
SPRINGDALEVABGMAIL.COM

18348 LincoLN ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
540-751-8686
TEXT 540-550-2010 0R-651-271-3689

LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATES

INCORPORATED

571.242.0025 703.327.4050
LANDSCAPEASSOC®AOL.COM

WWW.LANDSCAPEASSOCIATESINC.NET

* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
* PLANTING & GARDENS
* MASONRY
* OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
* WATER FEATURES/POOLS
®* HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE
* DRAINAGE & WATER MANAGEMENT
* OUTDOOR LIGHTING
* LARGE CALIPER TREE TRANSPLANTING

ROOFING, SIDING,
WINDOWS, GUTTERS

VYN

New Roofs/
Roof Repair

Hudson Roofing siding Repairs/
eplacemen
Company P
_ _ Skylight Repairs/
We Take Pride In Our Craftsmanship Replacement
FREE ESTIMATES Flat Roofs
703-615-8727
HudsonRoofingCO@aol.com Cedar Shakes
* NoJob Too Small Wood Trim
« Owner Supervised Replacement

» Emergency 24 Hour Repairs . .
gency P Flashing Repairs

Over 30 years experience with more than
12,750 satisfied customers

VA Class A License 2705-028844A

Storm Damage
Claims

Tree Experts For 0ve|_'¢30 Years
Famllv llwnetl & ﬂnerated

I:aII|Br|an.Tn|Iav'

A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE COMP

m-umwam-wmfmm-mmw-m

HONEST & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
mmmﬁsaw -snwncnm_.....

Loudoun Garage Door, Inc.

703-327-3059

Searvice
13 Catoctin Circle SE
Leesburg VA. 20175

T703-7T71-1595

Showroom

BEST OF

LOUDOUN
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A little something fun for all the kids at home
FROM THE BLUE RIDGE LEADER

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE Eﬂ@)
\’ Find Kid Scoop on m
Face book Have a buddy give you each
(5111 ] © 2020 by Vicki Whiting, Editor Jeff Schinkel, Graphics Vol. 36, No. 18 type of word tofill in the
blanks. Then, read the story
aloud for lots of laughs!

Use the clues to fill in the missing
® letters. The letters in the second vertical
o row reveal the punchline to this riddle: | Growing Problems

o @ HOW does @ “This can’t be right,” said
Ocianna Buy |
STay heallhy? | === "2

of carrots, there were @

ZTZZzz7 77 A
WAIT! Don'’t do
this page alone.

If this page
looks
TOO HARD,
find an older
buddy to help
you. If it looks
EASY, find a
younger buddy
and help them!

Why did BarT Bunny geT
arresTed for running Through
The farmer’s garden?

° ].. C ADJECTIVE PLURAL NOUN
° sprouting from the .
‘617/)) @@@@6@@@@ . 2 A Heuseda ____ NtOOUNdig
WhaT did BeU.Q : 3- Z into the .
mysyone 566 5008 4| | [E &5
rie 0 e Use the code to answer the above riddle. ° Bobbi Bunny saw her brother
s | 8- @t @1 G Q- |1 ST S
Slrcrgveevael t);1e Elirnsve\lere. ° @=B @=G =N @=S =V ® 6. B ying ADJEC;I"IVE © §
@ =D : H @ =P @: T @ =w . 7 E Of PLURAL NOUN ' INTERJECTION :

she cried. “How will we make

DGIRSTCBSVW

BJSEYMEPHNX °

BNQVIGBCDTE :

KPGRTNFOAHG @ Do the math to reveal the answer 8 H stew for dinner

®

WSDIZANBWG to this riddle: NOUN

JETYDVOSCU How doe$ BoSco Bumy . — BT
/0 TR make gold Soup? S CLUES | &R
S

1. Your teacher writes on a @

H with nothing but

©

5 lv)%]f]ib(;lardtwlig‘ t{lisc'l ©oh Baxter said, “Don’t worry,
. at ghosts like to do to houses.
13=STARTS  14=CARROTS 21-8 3.A rewird for winning. Sis. T have a
9=SPOON 6=0ONIONS 4. Farmers plant these to grow crops. ADJECTIVE
16=TWENTY  21=STEW 9-6 5. Another w_ord for engine. idea!” He painted a sign that
5—HE 3—WITH - 6. The opposite of below.
> — COOKS 8—FOUR 24-8 36-28 ; XVhat you are when you need rest. said: “Buy one
. A very large expanse of sea. NOUN
11 =RECIPE 19=LEMONS @ %15 ‘8 9. What is left after something burns. | geta FREE!”
° Standards Link: _V?cabuléml: Spel{lgrade-level NOUN
— - appropriate words correctly.
Q , PQ Standardsslalr:g.alr\:grgitf)fe:érresr;acnessel. Calculate ° . . . . . . . . . . . @
came from
Why did BayLey Buny Swim across The Alatic? & & & & oo
l\. The Bunny Buddies have miles around as word spread.
hidden marshmallow chickies )
all over this page. How many Baxter and Bobbi soon had
- can you find in two minutes? h tob
————— Now have your buddy try. chough money to buy a
- Who found the most? of
@ ADJECTIVE NOUN

. @ @ 8 their favorite

B .

PLURAL NOUN

E\ Theletters 8
R along the @
correct
ik Scrambled Easter Eggs “Who knew there was a
reveal the Look through the newspaper for .
J answer! letters that spell “Easter Eggs.” market for — S OREROTN— ?
Cut them out. With your buddy, . .
8 take turns mixing up the letters and said Bobbi as they walked to
spelling a new word. A player gets
L one point for each letter used. the NOUN
T Standards Link: Spelling: Recognize
common spelling patterns. Standards Link: Spelling: Recognize

common spelling patterns.
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We here at On The Market... are taking the COVID 19 Virus
very seriously. We hope that all our families, friends,
neighbors and colleagues continue to stay safe and well.

If you or someone you know in our community needs help
with grocery deliveries or any other need, please contact us.
We have a group of volunteers standing by. Please call 703-
408-4261 or email: otmbackoffice@gmail.com

Meanwhile... we continue to sell Real Estate, albeit under
all conditions set forth by state and federal authorities. In the
past, we utilized cutting edge technology to best serve our
Clients, and that hasn't changed. Now, we are offering
additional technologically advanced services to help our
clients safely during this time:

e Virtual Listing Appointments ¢ Virtual Staging Consultation
~_ Zoom Video Calls to interact with our Clients

/=P4_ Loom for Chrome- to share important videos

3D Tour with Exterior Drone Video to showcase our listings we
¢ Virtual Home Inspections for Buyers ¢ Virtual Closings 5 - T i
“Fo Sq&g"'.fegsbur =
o fﬁu EXSE g Jg 1

— T e T -3

—

Under ContraJ;

Sam Rees Ray Rees

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-408-4261 Phone: 703-470-0680

onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com
Office Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132

with Sam & Ray

low (o) f u in @onthemarketloudoun y @ @onthemarketteam

Associate Brokers, Keller Williams Realty | onthemarketloudoun.com




