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Dr. Bill's Rx for 2020: sharing
the lights of Christmas

when that’s more evident than Christmas
because that’s when the lights come on.
“Ever since I was a little kid,” he recalls,
“my family and I would enjoy looking at
Christmas displays in our neighborhood.

BY LAURA LONGLEY

William “Dr. Bill” Incatasciato is a
Loudoun County pediatrician who, besides
specializing in the care of children, remains
a child at heart. And there’s no time of year

Hey, kids! Want to win $75, $45,
or $25... just for being you?

Calling all kids in Loudoun County —
kindergarten through grade 5.

Why not enter the Blue Ridge Lead-
er & Loudoun Today’s “Best Gift Ever!”
contest?

Best Gift Ever asks a simple question.
“What was the best ever gift you ever re-
ceived, or gave?”

The gift can be birthday-related, or
holiday-related, or whatever. That’s up
to you.

Just send us an email to editor@
blueridgeleader.com — by 5 p.m. on Mon-

day, Dec. 14, or drop us a note addressed
to BRL Best Gift Ever Contest,PO Box 325,
Purcellville, VA 20135-0325. Your letter
must be postmarked by Dec. 14. This is
open only to Loudoun County residents.
Best Ever gifts come in all shapes and siz-
es, they can be expensive (or not); that’s
up toyou. You can tell us about a gift you
received, or you can tell us about a gift you
gave to someone else. Tell us what made
your heart go pitter patter when you gave
or received the gift. Get creative. Be bold!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34»

PROPANE COSTS TO0 MUCH!

This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switc

Most homes up and down the street were
draped in various colorful lights. Back
then, it was fairly simple. There were two
types of lights, the large red, blue, and
green C9s and the ‘newer’ white mini
lights. Some homes even had molded plas-
tic figures of various Christmas themes.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36»
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Watch this space ... Dulles Town
Center under new management

BY ANDREA GAINES

We all know that delicious and ex-
citing, “Yeah! I'm free! Let’s go shop-
ping!” feeling.

We've cleared our busy sched-
ule ... or maybe taken the day off.
We’ve had a nice, long walk and have
worked up a real appetite.

Our minds are racing with antic-
ipation ... to take advantage of that
great big sale we just saw advertised,
to take a look at the new shipment of
merchandise at our favorite store, or
buy something specific ... or browse
... unrestrained by time and our daily
worries.

The thrrill of a trip to the mall is still with us

Despite all of the changes in how
and when we shop, one thing nev-
er leaves us: the need to get away

for a few hours and have some fun.
Centennial, an investment firm with
a portfolio of shopping, dining, enter-
tainment, and mixed-use “destina-
tions” across the country, knows this
feeling quite well.

Centennial Advisory Services, the
company’s third-party property and
asset management division, has been
awarded the management contract
for the Dulles Town Center.

According to a Centennial press re-
lease, the company “will provide a full
spectrum of management, leasing,
marketing and accounting services
for Dulles Town Center,” including
what it calls “a value creation strategy
with the potential for a future mixed-
use redevelopment of the property.

Malls have changed a lot in recent
years.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34»
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" Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How
much money we would have saved...However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years | have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course. I'm not surorised.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When | was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully | found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. | higshlv recommend that vou call Hunt Countrv Propane. if vou

huntcountrypropane.com
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Franklin Park Arts Center

36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132
www.franklinparkartscenter.org 540-338-7973

Mark Forrest

Classic Christmas Concert

Saturday, December 12 7:30 pm
Tickets: $20 in-person; $5 Virtual*

International Irish Tenor, Mark Forrest, presents a Christmas concert with

all of your favorite songs of the season. Featuring soloist Maureen Codelka and
special guests Jennifer Timberlake and Cecilia Bracey. Limited social distanced
seating in the theater; face coverings required. Virtual ticket purchase will
enable you to watch a live stream of the concert via private link.

Both tickets also have an option to purchase a Mark Forrest CD.

*once purchased, the virtual online ticket allows you to watch the performance LIVE via private link.

FACE COVERINGS REQUIRED DURING ALL PERFORMANCES. SOCIALLY DISTANCED SEATING

Sheila Arnold and Adam Booth: Madcap Puppets: The Nutcracker

“Afro-lachian Christmas” Adapted by Dylan Shelton
Saturday, Dec 19 @ 6:30pm Tuesday, Dec29 @ 3:00pm  Tickets: $5

Tickets: $10/person www.franklinparkartscenter.org franklinparkartscenter.org

. (Ages 2+) Little did Maria know when she
Storytellers Sheila Arnold and Adam Booth received a mysterious Nutcracker as a gift, how
share Christmas and winter season songs,

; . quickly her life was going to become an
bal!ads and stories from the Ap_palgchmn and adventure. Madcap turns this classic Holiday
J African-American cultures. This high energy story into a fantastically funny tale. After the

+ program will stir memories, show shared puppet show, participate in Franklin Park’s
connections between people, and warm the flashlight Candy Cane Hunt.

heart. Come ready to join in song, laugh at

humorous stories and be inspired to share the = .
joy of the season with others. This perfor- Cabln Fever Fllm FeSt
mance is partially supported by funding from el Friday, Jan22 @ 7: 00pm’

the Virginia Commission for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Outdoor Winter Lights Walk

December 14-Jan 2 @ 5:30pm-9:00pm (Closed Dec 24, 25)
Tickets: $3 /person www.franklinparkartscenter.org

Step into Franklin Park Arts Center’s gallery exhibit of Stars, Night and Winter Sky,
while sipping a warm beverage. Then, continue outside to the back lawn of the
Arts Center and wander among beautifully displayed lighted sculptures created by
local artists. Winter Lights Walk is closed on December 24 and 25. Ticket block
times: 5:30 - 7:00 pm and 7:00 - 8:30 pm to ensure social distancing. Face cover-
ings required inside the Arts Center.

w\. Loudoun County Artisan Gift Boxes

(All ages) The fourth annual Purcellville Cabin Fever
Film Festival kicks off with a slate of short films and
features that highlight local talent.

Co-sponsored by the Purcellville Arts Council.

Bring the Arts to your doorstep! Three months of hand-made, created items
from Loudoun artists, artisans and performers. At a curated value of $250,
these exclusive boxes include functional art, music, and tickets to a
Franklin Park Arts Center event for a purchase price of $180 for the
3-month subscription.

Themes: December- RELAXATION AND SELF-CARE,
January- NEW BEGINNINGS and February- LOVE AND JOY.

To subscribe, call 540-338-7973.

lmduuntm t s Gt B

Frankhn Park Arts Conter
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“Tis the season to Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays

This holiday season, one simple act will
show friends, family and Loudoun businesses
that you care: shop local and Take Loudoun
Home for the Holidays.

Whether it’s a freshly-cut tree or wreathe,
artisan gift or locally-sourced food, support-
ing Loudoun’s farms and Main Street busi-
nesses keeps your shopping dollars in the lo-
cal economy, reduces environmental impact,
and provides the special people in your life
with a unique holiday experience.

Loudoun Economic Development is part-
nering with Visit Loudoun and the Loudoun
Chamber of Commerce to support small busi-
nesses across all industries with a refreshed version of
the Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays guide.

Originally launched in 2019 to support farms and
rural businesses, the 2020 holiday campaign has ex-
panded to be inclusive of any small business in need
of support during a year of unprecedented economic
uncertainty.

Review the Take Loudoun Home for the Holidays
guide for unique local gifts, meals, services and experi-
ences at TakeLoudounHome.com.

“Just like each of us, Loudoun County businesses
have been through a rollercoaster year in 2020, and we

all deserve to finish with a holiday season to remem-
ber,” Loudoun Economic Development Executive Di-
rector Buddy Rizer said. “Shopping local is about more
than just convenience; this is supporting a neighbor,
saving a job, and ensuring that the lights stay on for
every #LoudounPossible business.”

In light of COVID-19, local businesses are embracing
extra safety precautions, with many in this year’s guide
taking the “Loudoun Is Ready” pledge to your well-be-
ing. This pledge, signed by more than 700 organiza-
tions, commits businesses to follow the latest guidance
from the CDC and Virginia Department of Health.

In addition to the in-store experience, shoppers can

support businesses through gift cards, curb-
side and delivery options, outdoor dining,
virtual events, the Loudoun Made Loudoun
Grown Marketplace, and more.

“While the holidays may feel different this
year, there are still so many ways to enjoy the
season safely in Loudoun,” Visit Loudoun’s
CEO Beth Erickson said. “We’ve made it eas-
ier than ever to buy Loudoun-made products,
pick up dinner from your favorite restaurant,
enjoy a craft beverage or give gift certificates
to hotels, shops and spas.”

While it will take years to fully understand
the economic impact of COVID-19, a lot of the
fundamentals of shopping locally remain the same.

Shopping from local farms helps to preserve
Loudoun’s robust rural tradition and decrease the envi-
ronmental impacts of shipping. Becoming a regular re-
tail and restaurant patron can help businesses budget
for job creation, new lines of business and expansions.
Booking overnight accommodations at Loudoun’s
unique bed-and-breakfasts and hotels is a great way for
everyone to look forward to 2021.

“Unprecedented times have created unparalleled
creativity among businesses and their customers this

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Bravo, Woodgrove!

Had enough of holiday movies by now? Then get ready

Congratulations to the 2020
Algonkian’s Got Talent winners

to spend a suspense-filled evening with Woodgrove High
School’s Grove Theatre company in “Moonshine Murders.”
The action plays out in a Washington speakeasy in 1928
during prohibition. What is meant to be a roaring night of
fun turns into a disaster when a murder—or two—comes to
light.

Written by Terry Smith, adapted by Addie Schafer Benko,
and produced by Stagecoach Theatre Company, this original
work was adapted for a film noir student film project. The
students helped write scenes, orchestrate songs, and film
the performance—all while following COVID-19 guidelines
and wearing clear face shields while performing.

Mark your calendar for Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. for the one-night-
only premiere at the Family Drive-In Theatre in Stephens
City, VA. If you can’t make it, buy the “pay-to-play” option
under “items” on Woodgrove’s ticketing website and watch
it on YouTube from the comfort of your home. Buy tickets
at https://whsva.booktix.com/ for either option.

Woodgrove High School troupe performs “Moonshine Murders.”
Photo by Chas Sumser.

In its inaugural year, 24 outstanding students
recently participated in “Algonkian’s Got Talent,”
a virtual event created by Loudoun County Su-
pervisor Juli Briskman to draw attention to the
importance of the arts in students’ lives. A musi-
cian herself, Briskman gave a performance on the
viola for the competition.

The students submitted videos of their per-
formances in five categories: Solo Instrumental,
Group Musical Act, Solo Dance, Solo Vocalist, and
Fan Favorite.

Josh Beyer, from Dominion High School, won
in Solo Instrumental for his performance of
Schubert Impromptu No. 3 in G-Flat Major.

The winner in the category of Group Musical
Act was Robert Manfredi, from River Bend Middle
School, and his band, Antigravity, for their per-
formance of U2’s “Sunday, Bloody Sunday.”

Samantha Ankers, also from Riverbend, took
home the award for Solo Dance performance.

In the Solo Vocalist category, Caroline Taylor of

Horizon Elementary School took home first place
with “On My Own” from Les Misérables. Claudia
Brohs, who also sang “On My Own,” was awarded
second place.

Max Garrett, of Lowes Island Elementary School,
was given a Special Honorable Mention award for
“Remember Me” from the Disney film Coco.

Ava Buchner, from Lowes Island Elementary,
was named Fan Favorite, with 97 “likes” for her
vocal rendition of Adele’s “Rolling in the Deep.”

Todd Grivetti, Jordan Markwood, Robbie Tay-
lor, and Mindy Padworski served as judges and
guest performers.

“I am so thrilled that so many of Algonkian’s
youth decided to participate in this event,” Brisk-
man said in a prepared statement. “I really want-
ed to give our young people, in this challenging
time, an opportunity to perform for their peers
and family, and to just have a good time. It is my
hope that next year we will be in a better place as
a nation, and can have this program in person.”

Sherwin Williams opens g

in Purcellville

On Nov. 23, Sherwin Williams held their ribbon
cutting and grand opening with President and CEO
of the Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce Tony
Howard, Purcellville Mayor Kwasi A. Fraser, Vice
Mayor Mary Jane Williams and Council Member Tip
Stinnette. Sherwin Williams is located at Catoctin [

Corner — 1211 Wolf Rock Drive in Purcellville.
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AR Snider,

WATER{ARE’

A Division of J.R. Snider, Ltd.

FAQs about
Water Treatment

Question: So, do we really need water treatment? How do we
know? Who do we call?

Answer: An accurate source for information with low pressure sales
would be the Water Care Division of JR Snider, serving Loudoun
and Fauquier Counties for 38 years.

Question: Is water treatment a gimmick or does it really work?

Answer: Water treatment misapplied is a terrible thing. Our highly
= trained professionals will come in to your house, analyze your
\ZER water, send it away to a proper lab and give you exact information
on the quality of your water. We can apply the proper water
treatment system that’s necessary. And if you don’t need any
treatment we will be the first to tell you that you don’t.

. > Question: How do I know if my water is safe to drink?

A Answer: We will come to your house, properly obtain a potable A
water sample, send it off to a qualified lab and let you know if your
water meets the state standards for potable drinking water. We can A\ r,
E & explain to you the difference in coliform, total coliform, and ecoli. Xx
We can also provide proper solutions so that you can be at peace
knowing that your water is safe to drink at all times.

Question: Why do I have these blue-green stains in my sink?

=% Answer: The low ph of the water that covers most of our area is ¥*
very corrosive towards copper, brass and metals. The blue-green

stain is a sign of copper sulfate which is the thinning of copper pipes %lji.e
and brass waterlines from the fixtures in your house. If you have g
plastic pipes this is not as much of an issue but it does prematurely >
cause failure in water heaters, pressure tanks, faucets, ice makers, ‘
and different appliances. The issue can be easily solved with an acid
neutralizer which we can explain in person with a site visit.

jl\f
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Happiest holiday wishes!
Tap into a healthier life!

540-687-5232 » 703-771-3308

www.jrsnider.com ~ Find us on 'f

From weddings to
wineries to breweries —
More suds in Bluemont

BY VALERIE CURY

The unincorporated village of
Bluemont will likely soon be get-
ting yet another brewery and winery.
The Whitehall Estate — where “barn
meets ballroom” as its website pro-
claims - is a popular wedding and cor-
porate events venue. Also known as
Celebrations Farm, the manor house
and other amenities (including a barn)
serve wedding parties, and also func-
tions as a business center. The proper-
ty encompasses some 50 acres.

The owner/operators have applied
to add both a brewery, called Blue-
mont Station Brewery, and winery
to their list of offerings. With the
downturn in wedding celebrations
due to COVID, one of the owners,
David Weinschel was sparked to add
the brewery use to the establish-
ment’s portfolio. He said they all have
mortgages to pay, and adding a brew-
ery will help them during this time.
With respect to the brewery business,
they have plans to add a new hops and
grain garden along with a tap and tast-
ing room. They already have a Caber-
net Franc vineyard on the property.
For the required steps for a brewery,
a Virginia ABC Notice of Posting and
Publishing application was posted
on one of the doors located down a
long driveway on the property, but
such notices are not required at the
entrance to an establishment. The
neighborhood did not find out about
the owners’ brewery and winery plans
until just a little over a week before

What Virginia ABC law says

With respect to public notice, relevant
state ABC law reads as follows: “An ABC
license cannot be issued until: “4. Any
local government or citizen objections
have been resolved. Code of Virginia
compels Virginia ABC to afford citizens
of the Commonwealth 30 days, from the
date of first newspaper publication, in
which to lodge a valid objection to the
issuance of an ABC license.”

any objections directed towards the
ABC licensing authority were due.

Around 40 neighbors showed up
Nov. 23 to hear the plans from Wein-
schel.

Neighbors expressed concerns re-
garding traffic and the “beer part
of the business.” Weinschel as-
sured the community that White-
hall/Celebrations’ model would be
“upscale.” He said his plan is dif-
ferent from other breweries in the
area, the goal being to focus on in-
terior space — with most music in-
side — and speakers on the porch-
es, pointing “you hear trucks now.”
Weinschel again stressed that the
brewery would be upscale, and
“Agri-Cultured” which his Facebook
page defines as “The enrichment life-
style experience of a welcomed guest
with refined taste during a socially
curated activity that includes artistry
and engagement of a culinary or sci-
entific nature, rooted in a farm envi-
ronment.”

He said Celebrations Farm has a
“more sophisticated clientele” and
the farm is more distinguished. This
prompted someone in the audience
to ask if he would have someone at
the entrance just letting in upscale
cars, such as Lexuses.

“Many of us have been burned,”
said another resident — referring to
another local brewery — and “Loudoun
County is not respectful of the resi-
dents. What is your true intent?”

Weinschel said the brewery would
be closed probably on Mondays and
perhaps Tuesdays. The hours of oper-
ation would be from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The current occupancy load is 250,
and they have had up to 650, he said.

Down the road, a popular brewery is
currently advertising 10 new firepits
for customers to reserve, a 15-vendor
craft market, live music all weekend,
three food trucks and more - all of it
opening at 9 a.m. with a hard closing
at 10 p.m. on some days.

7%
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— Ask Dr. Mike —

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

Healing yourself and your
relationships after the election

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Mindfulness is the concept of being
100 percent present in the moment,
while accepting all aspects of what that
moment is — without criticism, blame,
or judgement. But with this presidential
year being so contentious,
and with such heated vit-
riol between the two ma-
jor candidates and politi-
cal parties, it hasn’t been
easy to be mindful. Throw
into the mix the emotion-
al weight and upset of
COVID-19 along with the civil unrest of
recent months, and the Nation has never
felt more divided.

While people with conservative and
liberal political beliefs have always dis-
agreed, the rising rancor and polariza-
tion over Trump and Biden has strained
and even ended a lot of personal and
professional relationships.

Surveys and polls demonstrate just
how divided things have become. In a
2020 survey conducted by the Pew Re-
search Center, the majority of Trump
and Biden supporters report having few
friends who back the opposing candi-
date.

As a psychologist who has spent the
last several months assisting patients
with their upset regarding either candi-
date, I’ve put together a list of DO’s and
DONT’s in hopes of helping folks to heal
their damaged relationships.

DR. MIKE

DO...

Prepare. For any kind of change,
preparation is essential, so start by
making a conscious decision to adopt a
more open attitude and sense of purpose

* Repair Moisture Source N
Basement / Crawspace
Sealing / Encapsulation & b ol

* Treat to Kill All Mold / HEPA Vacuum

* Remove Damaged Debris Off-Site

* Reinstall Drywall / Baseboard

A i "'

in your relationships when it comes to
politics. As the old adage goes, “one’s
perception is one’s reality,” and being
understanding, compassionate, and
open to seeing all sides of an issue first,
takes preparation.

Breathe. Take a few deep breathes to
begin to deal with the stress, anxiety and
negative thoughts that have overcome
you this election year. Mindful breathing
will help you calm down when you
become upset about how you think
someone you know is wrong about
Trump or Biden. So, the next time some-
one offends you by saying something
against your candidate or political posi-
tion, take some deep breaths.

Understand. Is it more important
to be right about how good or bad you
think Trump or Biden are than it is to be
friends with someone you care about?
You very likely didn’t “Friend” — on-line
or off-line - someone you care about be-
cause of their voting practices, so why
“Unfriend” them now because you don’t
agree with them politically?

I recommend that we try to appreciate
that the motivation of someone’s vote is
determined by several factors: our up-
bringing, our gender, our age, our race,
etc. Even our neurology seems to play a
part in how we vote. Similarities across
several well-conducted research studies
have found that conservatism and liber-
alism is correlated with specific regions
of the brain. So, when it comes to red
states or blue states, our gray matter
may matter more than we once believed.

When you find yourself getting defen-
sive or upset with someone over politics,
think about two or three things that you

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »

Safely and Effectively Removes 100% of Mold
Spores / Allergens / Improve'Air Quality -

Removes All Bacteria /. Viruses / Odorsy y.

Green Solutions LLC www.greensolpro.com 703-858-2000

100Z Natural,
Gluten Free,
Propane for
Free Range

'Tanks. Cheap.

« We're Less
« We're Local
» We're Honest

A 5-minute
call could
save you

' $1,000
¢« ,  or MORE!

A
LR

) Hunt Country
ropane

540-687-3608

www.HuntCountryPropane.com

*Restrictions apply. Limited time,

Also — Propane Tanks * Pool Heaters

KOHLER GENERATORS
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— View from the Ridge —
OW urcellville Age?

BY ANDREA GAINES People in a fast-growing, fast-changing Do we continue with the strategy of pre- dy unraveling on two of Purcellville’s most
Life in a small Town. place like Purcellville have likely experi- serving the best of the past and adding the  historic downtown streets — 21st Street,
As with life on an old farm, it can be enced both the beauty and the sadness. new where appropriate ... or do we simply where Magnolia’s and Nichols Hardware

both beautiful and sad. And, in Purcellville’s historic down- demolish the place and start over? are located, and Hatcher Avenue, which

The beautiful part is represented by the
things that many of us recognize as “the
way it used to be.” Old farms, cows mooing
at you over the fence,
homes, walkable com-
munities, people you
know greeting you at your favorite store,
home-grown goods and services, pretty
places with a soothing atmosphere and a
sense-of-place, a feeling of security and
familiarity, old barns freshly painted and
repurposed as restaurants.

The sad part is the absence of the old sign
that read “Quality Service Since 1890,” no
parking, every-day chain-dominated
goods and services, a boarded-up window
one day, and a neon sign the next.

OPINION

town they are today facing a choice.

This brings us to the small town trage-

il'i._-l
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Association

parallels 21st Street and crosses the
W&OD Trail.

Will Purcellville age well?

The biggest mistake people in a small
town make is that they don’t believe they
have a choice in the manner in which their
beloved Town will age, or mature.

In fact, two massive development proj-
ects making the rounds in Purcellville right
now would leave citizens with no choice in
the matter. Those two projects are the nev-
er-say-die Vineyard Square and Trail’s End,
either one of which would make historic
downtown Purcellville unrecognizable.
Developers for the projects — Casey Chap-
man, his brother Sam Chapman, and
their friend and business partner Aar-
on McCleary — addressed their vision for
downtown Purcellville in a recent media

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »

The Blue Ridge Mountains

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Earlier this month I wrote this story
about my memories of the Blue Ridge
for the Friends of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tain’s newsletter. FBRM is a great con-
servation group with an arrow-like mis-
sion: protecting the Blue Ridge in our
region. I couldn’t talk about trekking the
Appalachian Trail since I haven’t and
won’t, nor about walking trails through
its forests or photographing newts.
There is historical
and geologic research
aplenty, so those
topics were out. That left two subjects:
Writing about protecting the crests and
slopes of the mountains through zon-
ing, or simply recalling my memories of
the mountain range. Being a new mem-

OPINION

ber of the County’s Zoning Ordinance
Committee, saving these mountains will
be a priority and I’ll let you know what
transpires. That left one subject — my
memories of the Blue Ridge, but along
much of its length, not just the section
that’s the backdrop for Loudoun Coun-
ty. Here’s what I wrote:

My Blue Ridge

“We in western Loudoun look to-
wards the sunset and see the Blue Ridge
Mountains forming the county’s west-
ern border. Pretty, but provincial and
possessive. As they say, think big.

For me, that means thinking of my life
decades ago. As a child and until college
days, my family decamped every sum-
mer to friends’ houses at a preserve of

some 3,000 acres atop Georgia’s Blue
Ridge. Fleeing unending days of 100+
degrees in Augusta, Georgia was a re-
lief. It was an annual time for adults to
kick back, tell stories and drink Bloody
Marys. We kids had it even better — there
were scores of us, canoeing in the big
lake, fishing for brim, diving off a twen-
ty-foot tower into frigid mountain water
and playing endless sets of tennis. Lat-
er, childish play gave way to adolescent
(and teen) focus on the opposite sex.

Getting there was half the fun, from
the first trip to the last. Snaking roads
along mountains meant fabulous views
of plains and farms, and especially vis-
tas of ridge after ridge of the mountain
range. As flatlanders we knew we were
getting closer to heaven.

Several summers were spent at a boys’
camp in the Blue Ridge along the South

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »

BY JOE LAFIANDRA

If you own or are thinking of buy-
ing an electrically powered vehicle
(EV) there is lot you
should know about
the battery that
powers the car. The bad news about
EV batteries is they are prone to burst

OPINION

— |t Seems to Me —

Electric vehicles, are they ready for prime time?

into flames if not treated “gently.” The
auto manufacturers know this and are
doing their best to prevent this from
happening but, the very nature of the
materials in the battery makes them a
hazard in an automobile. By “gently,”
I mean preventing the battery from
getting either too hot or cold, making

sure it isn’t charged too quickly, too
much or too little, and making sure
that accidents don’t cause hidden
damage that will result in fires long
after the accident event.

A recent article in the Wall Street
Journal entitled “Electric-Car Battery

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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These Are NOT Just “Holiday Lights”

Dear Editor:

To those of us who live in Bluemont,
and to those organizations who support
this small, historic village in the west-
ernmost part of Loudoun County, it is
time to wake up, and not by the 15,000
lights currently illuminating the side of
the Blue Ridge Mountains next to us.
The recent commencement of the “light-
ing of the vines” by the Bluemont Win-
ery and the
Dirt Farm
Brewery is
yet another nail in the coffin of the de-
mise of our quiet and serene way of life
and is indicative of the rapid growth of
commercialism, that if left unchecked,
will result in our community looking like
Tysons Corner.

My husband and I moved here to west-
ern Loudoun County almost 18 years ago
so that we could leave behind the lights,
noise, and traffic of Arlington Coun-
ty. We own 16 acres at the base of the
Blue Ridge Mountains, and live on one of
Loudoun’s historic and scenic dirt roads.
We are disheartened regarding the on-
going encroachment of commercial es-
tablishments here in our small village
which now threatens the serene lifestyle
that we have enjoyed for many years.

Within a three mile radius of our
home, we now currently have a winery,

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

3 breweries, 2 event type venues, and a
cidery. The traffic generated by these es-
tablishments has inundated our commu-
nity. Cars waiting to turn off Rt.7 west
onto Clayton Hall Road are lined up on
Rt.7 itself. Cars have been parking ille-
gally along Rt.7, and people are walking
along that busy highway in order to get
to these businesses. It is only a matter of
time before someone gets hurt, or worse
yet, killed by someone who has had too
much to drink.

We and twenty four of our neighbors
are currently involved in litigation with
the new owner of the farm next door to
us. This individual, who does not even
live here, is suing us because of our re-
strictive covenants. These covenants do
not permit him to turn the farm into a
“Country Inn,” which would allow him to
hold multiple events over the course of
a year, involving hundreds of cars, loud
music, and lights.

On top of all this, the owners of the
winery and brewery up on the mountain
have decided once again to light up the
mountain with a hideous display of fif-
teen thousand lights, mounted on the
vines and hops. From our front porch, it
looks like an airport parking lot or land-
ing strip, and can be seen from miles
away. The lights are so bright that last
year, when this light show intrusion was

started, several neighbors living closer
to them were unable to sleep without
closing their blinds and hanging black
out curtains.

Further, the lights threaten the well-
being of the wildlife of this area. For ex-
ample, nocturnal animals sleep during
the day and are active at night. Light
pollution, such as what has been caused
by the thousands of LED lights placed on
the vines and the hops, radically alters
their nighttime environment by turn-
ing night into day. Birds that migrate or
hunt at night navigate by moonlight and
starlight. Artificial light can cause them
to wander off course. So while the lights
may draw the customers to the vineyard
and brewery, they potentially can have a
devastating effect on our environment.

I filed a complaint with the Loudoun
County Zoning Department last year,
asking that the County investigate what
was clearly a violation of the County’s
lighting ordinance. The County declined
back then to investigate, closed my case,
and said that it would permit the lights as
they were for “the holidays.” The lights
are back on as of last night (November
19, 2020) and we are not yet even in the
holiday season.

There is no dispute that the lights
violate Section 5-1504 Light and Glare
Standards of the County’s zoning ordi-

nance. Moreover, there is no provision
in the County’s zoning ordinance that
permits the County to close a blind eye
and ignore its own ordinance if the vio-
lating lights are for the “holidays.”

We have no issue with people trying
to make a living, especially in these tur-
bulent times. The owners of these es-
tablishments will claim that the lights
are to support their various charitable
events. That may well be, but those pa-
trons who truly want to support the var-
ious charities for which the winery and
the brewery are holding these fund rais-
ers will come, regardless whether there
are lights, or not. We have endured the
gradual encroachment of more lights
and noise coming from these establish-
ments. But when the lights, noise, and
traffic generated by them directly affect
the quiet enjoyment of this beautiful
place in which we have lived these many
years, we can no longer remain silent.
Enough is enough.

Loudoun County and those of us living
here in Bluemont need to decide wheth-
er we want to retain the heritage of this
beautiful scenic place, or whether we are
willing to have western Loudoun to be
another Arlington County. Turn off the
lights.

Virginia A. Baxter
Bluemont

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL
The holiday season is upon us.

Is 2020 Finally Over?

long years of writing. Lastly, I earned
a promotion at work that led to me a

For many, this is welcome news,
because it means 2021 has almost ar-
rived. For some, 2020 can’t end fast
enough.

For me, it’s a bit
more complicated.
The vyear 2020 has
held mountaintop
moments. First and
foremost, I married
the love of my life, Me-
gan. Also, my book, Can You See
My Scars?, was published after ten

MOORE-SOBEL

management position I’ve dreamed
of for a long time. As a friend recently
told me, “For such an awful year, you
are making the best of it!” But I think
this sentiment is true of many of us.
We have made it through 2020, even
in the most difficult circumstances.
The pandemic has also helped clarify
my life’s vision. It’s informed my role
as a husband - to treat my wife with
empathy and be attuned to her needs
in the midst of this challenging time.
It’s informed my work as a manager -

to treat the people on my team with
respect and encourage them to con-
front new challenges, especially in the
midst of working remotely. Lastly, it’s
informed the purpose of my book - to
make an impact in the lives of others,
and to provide tangible tools others
can use when facing adversity.

I was contacted recently by a fel-
low trauma survivor. We spoke on the
phone, and he said, “I just wanted to
talk to someone who understands.”
While our experiences differed, there
were similarities. He asked some of
the same questions I asked after the
accident, such as “Who am I now?”
We shared stories, and I did my best
to offer words of encouragement and
hope. He shared an important remind-

er: “Something good has to come out
of everything, I think you’ll agree with
me on that.” I do agree. Even if it is
hard to find the silver linings.

The pandemic has forced many of
us to spend an inordinate amount of
time at home. Many of us are tired of
looking at the walls of our house. As we
enter these winter months, it’s likely
we will continue to be confined. But I
think this also presents an opportuni-
ty for us to dream and make plans for
the future. My wife and I hope we’ll get
the chance to travel next year, and to
make the most of the early years of our
love story. We hope to make new mem-
ories and have fantastic adventures, all
while enjoying the life we have now.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »
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— Just like nothing (else) on earth —

Fireman’s Field

day-a-week mail route) — and having
attended events marking important
milestones for the facilities therein,
you’d think I’d have a pretty good feel
for the place; not so: I took my first
actual perambulating ramble quite re-
cently about the mostly-green space
— skirting the baseball diamond’s wire
fencing, traipsing along the lower
ground on the south side, up the hill
to the east, northward through the
massive trees, and around the old
(Historic, that is) Tabernacle.

In addition to my
" finding a definite affin-
ity for the place, I also
concluded that - like
+ 1 many of the magic lo-
" cations in Loudoun
County - Fireman’s
Field seems much more
expansive on the inside
than one would gauge
" from a mere drive-by.
And this series of expe-
riences jibes quite well

BY TIM JON

I have reached a conclusion: I defi-
nitely prefer the world as seen from
within the Park’s boundaries to that
of the ‘real’ outside. Perhaps one day,
I'shall just stay here. Having - literally
— driven past the bor-
ders of Fireman’s Field
Park in Purcellville
| hundreds of times (the
local landmark lies be-
tween the Town’s Post
Office and my five-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

ARE YOU IN NEED
OF A PLUMBER?
WE CAN HELP!
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What's up in the west

Loudoun Coalition considers key rural
issues for 2021 docket

BY LAURA LONGLEY

When representatives of 55 organi-
zations gathered virtually for the co-
alition’s last meeting of the year Nov.
24, the Loudoun County Preservation
and Conservation Co-
alition made clear that
zZoning, preservation,
conservation, environmental and heri-
tage protections, as well as data centers,
traffic, and safety issues will be at the
forefront in 2021.

Members took the opportunity to put
forward their most pressing concerns
as Valmarie Turner, Loudoun assistant
county administrator, joined the meet-
ing for the first time to meet represen-
tatives of the Piedmont Environmental
Council, Loudoun Historic Village Al-
liance, Bluemont Citizens Association,
Lincoln Community League, Virginia
Piedmont Heritage Area Association,
the Waterford Foundation, Save Rural
Loudoun, Land Trust of Virginia, and
more. Turner oversees the community
development agencies, including the De-
partments of Building and Development,
Planning and Zoning, Economic Devel-
opment, and the Office of Housing.

Gem Bingol, Piedmont Environmen-
tal Council field officer for Loudoun and
Clarke counties, summarized the group’s
concerns. “Over the next one-and-a-half
to two years, a major priority for by-right
development in the rural area will be the
zoning ordinance amendment to better
protect prime agricultural soils and to

GOVERNMENT

improve the cluster subdivision provi-
sion. It will be important,” she added,
“for the public to be paying attention
and providing input when County staff
start their outreach efforts. Other re-
sources protections will come from the
zoning ordinance rewrite.”

Among the specific issues to be ad-
dressed are the proliferation and op-
eration of breweries and wineries with
respect to impact on area residents.
Of paramount importance is the safe-
ty of residents and visitors who travel
backroads and thoroughfares such as
Snickersville Turnpike and Routes 9, 7,
and 50, where cars are routinely parked
along the shoulders and customers are
walking in the right-of way.

In addition, noise and dark sky pol-
lution are increasing problems for resi-
dents’ quality of life as well as the impact
on wildlife habitats and bird migration.

Communication and alignment of
goals between rural communities and
organizations, towns, and the Coun-
ty are areas that will be a focus in the
coming months, particularly in light of
issues in the villages of St. Louis and
Philomont.

For Philomont residents, a Loudoun
County Fire & Rescue Department plan
that came to light in September set off
sparks throughout the community. Fire
& Rescue was moving forward with de-
velopment plans for the village’s histor-
ic Horse Show Grounds on Snickersville
Turnpike with the intention of vacating

the existing firehouse adjacent to the
Philomont Store.

The horse show grounds are on seven
acres on Snickersville Turnpike, and had
been purchased with community-raised
funds in 1962. 1t has been Fire & Rescue’s
intention to vacate the existing fire-
house adjacent to the Philomont Store
and replace it with an 18,500-square-
foot firehouse to be paid for with $21.7
million in taxpayer dollars. The com-
munity is advocating renovation of the
existing firehouse to provide the ame-
nities for the current LCFR staff of four
and eventually six when an ambulance is
added. Their message in general is “one
size does not fit all.”

After residents put forth renovation
of the existing firehouse as an alterna-
tive to a new one, LCFR agreed to re-
tain a design consultant to assess the
current structure and look into reno-
vation options. However, village repre-
sentative Madeline Skinner reported in
the Loudoun Coalition meeting, “Fire
& Rescue is rushing community input.
What we want is a fair and just evalua-
tion. We are also concerned with Fire &
Rescue’s focus on accommodating over-
sized trucks.

“We also have learned,” added Skinner,
“that an additional and highly concern-
ing piece of the LCFR vision is to change
our roads to fit the large fire trucks. The
expense to widen and pave our country
roads to fit the fire equipment, instead of
procuring smaller, more suitable equip-
ment at applicable stations such as Phi-
lomont or Middleburg, would be at sig-
nificant costs. It does tend to make one
think what the future holds for Western
Loudoun per County staff ideas and ac-
tions.”

Meanwhile, 10 miles south of Philo-
mont, a long contested by-right devel-

opment project in the village of St. Louis
on land previously owned by developer
Mojax is reaching resolution. In October,
the Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors, led by Chair Phyllis Randall, voted
to allocate $1.5 million to purchase the
16.4 acres on Snake Hill Road on which
Mojax intended to construct 30 sin-
gle-family homes. Mojax had already
drilled 16 of the 27 wells planned for the
community. Many St. Louis residents
were concerned that the subdivision
would decrease the water supply of the
historically Black village and endanger
the graveyard on the site. The County
intends to place the property under per-
manent conservation easement for pas-
sive recreation.

While the board’s move has resolved
immediate concerns, issues remain
around appropriate penalties for unap-
proved construction activities, destruc-
tion of wetlands, and lack of coordina-
tion on well drilling permits between the
Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality and the County.

The growth and location of data cen-
ters in the west also will be on the docket
in the coming year, as well as improved
easement management and education.

Ongoing areas of focus include: Coun-
ty budget context and implications, con-
servation easements, rural roads and
bridges, watershed management and
flood plain protection, comprehensive
plan update, and heritage preservation.

Coalition meetings are held the last
Tuesday of the month and, for the du-
ration of the pandemic, will continue
to be held virtually. There is no meeting
scheduled for December 2020.

To contact the Coalition, vis-
it loudouncoalition.org for details, and
to indicate your interests, including at-
tending meetings as an observer.

Work began Nov. 30, on traffic signal
work at the intersection of Loudoun
County Parkway and
George Washington
Boulevard, weather
permitting. The work will be conducted
during the day, Monday through Friday,

GOVERNMENT

from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. for about five
days, ending the week of Dec. 6.

The work will include removing the
existing temporary traffic signals and
installing four new traffic signal poles,
mast arms, signal heads, pedestrian
poles and other related activities nec-

essary for the signalized intersection.
Flagging operations, lane closures
and temporary traffic stoppages will
be needed to safely install the mast
arms and poles over traffic. Each traf-
fic stoppage will last for approximately
five minutes. Drivers should use extra

Trafhic signal work on Loudoun County Pkwy. and George Wash. Blvd.

caution when traveling through the
area and follow all directions from the
posted signs and road crews.

More information about this project,
including a link to sign up for project
updates, can be found at loudoun.gov/
riversideparkway.

CALL JOHN.

wtrmi KT i
¥
B

J

GE

113

T MORE.

AP

ATOKA

PROPERTIES

| JOHN@ATOKAPROPERTIES.COM

VANV AN

ASSOCIATE BROKER | []

LY BluemontPro perty).con



DECEMBER 2020

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com n

Career Change Checklist:
Are You Prepared?

If you’re considering a job or career
change, it’s important to do some home-
work before you make the leap. Many
benefits from your current
position could be tied to
specific dates and time
frames. Gathering the
right information can help
you strategically time your
exit and set yourself up for
greater success. Consider
these steps before you resign:

1. Decide if you’d prefer to quit now
or wait until you have an offer. This
decision requires you to factor in how
unhappy you are in your current po-
sition and whether you’re able to live
off your savings for a while. If you’re
in a traditional industry, such as sales,
it might be better to find a new oppor-
tunity while you’re employed. But if
you’re in high-tech, biotech, private
equity, or a similar industry, there may
be less risk in taking some time off.

2. Check your employment contract
and noncompete agreement. Have
a labor attorney review any legal doc-
uments you signed when you were
hired to evaluate their terms and en-
forceability. Some contracts may re-
quire you to pay back relocation mon-
ey, education grants, or bonuses if you
don’t stay for a certain period of time.
Others include “golden handcuffs”
that mean you will lose unvested op-
tions, restricted stock, deferred com-
pensation, and other benefits upon
resignation. Still others may require
waiting for a specified length of time
before taking a job with a competitor.

3. Review your retirement benefits.
Check the vesting schedule for your
employer’s 401(k) contributions and
profit-sharing contributions to see
how long you have to work to claim
your portion of the money. Many
plans require you be employed on
the last day of the plan year to get
employer contributions for that year.
You may want to wait until after the
plan year ends before you terminate
employment so you don’t lose those
contributions.

4. Check the terms of stock options,
restricted stock, or other forms of
non-salary compensation. You may
want to delay your departure if a valu-
able number of options will vest in the
near future. If you’re already vested,
find out if you’re still subject to the
same trading windows and how much
time you have to exercise your vest-
ed options once you resign. In many
cases, options expire if they aren’t ex-

" - ‘u

RICHARD RICCI

ercised within a certain time frame—
typically 90 days after your departure.

5. Manage your health insurance. If
you don’t already have a new position
or if your new employer’s health plan
has a waiting period, figure out where
you will get coverage to fill the gap.
If your company has 20 or more full
time employees, you’ll be able to keep
your current plan for up to 18 months
after you stop working under the fed-
eral law COBRA (you’ll likely have to
pay your share and your employer’s
share of the premium). You may want
to compare those costs with coverage
available on the government’s health
insurance marketplace. Remember, if
you live in a state with a health insur-
ance mandate and you can afford but
do not purchase coverage, you may
have a tax penalty.

6. Spend your FSA accounts. If you put
pretax money into a flexible spending
account (FSA), try to spend down the
account before you resign. FSAs typi-
cally operate on a use-it-or-lose-it ba-
sis (though you may be able to extend
with COBRA). In contrast, if you have
money in a health savings account
(HSA), that money is yours to keep.

7. Consider a group life and disability
insurance conversion. If you have
life or disability coverage through your
employer, you may be able to convert
your group policy to an individual pol-
icy. Often you have a short window af-
ter your resignation to apply with the
insurer for continued coverage. This
can be an especially good option if in-
surers consider you a risk because of
your age or medical condition.

8. Consult a financial advisor. Wheth-
er you’re planning to take some time
off or go right into to a new job, an
advisor can provide valuable financial
guidance through the transition.

This article was written by Wells Fargo Ad-
visors and provided courtesy of Richard Ricci
in Washington, D.C. at (202) 364-1605.

Investments in securities and insurance
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used
by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC,
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer
and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo &
Company.

© 2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

All rights reserved. Car Approval Number:

0619-05218. Car Expiration Date: 1/01/21.
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New Statewide measures to contain COVID-19 in place

Includes limit of 25 individuals for in-person gatherings, expanded mask
mandate, on-site alcohol curfew, and increased enforcement

As COVID-19 surges in states across
the country, Governor Ralph Northam
announced on Nov. 13, new actions to
mitigate the spread of the virus in Vir-
ginia. While the Com-
monwealth’s case
count per capita and
positivity rate remain comparatively
low, all five health regions are experi-
encing increases in new COVID-19 cas-
es, positive tests, and hospitalizations.

“COVID-19 is surging across the coun-
try, and while cases are not rising in Vir-
ginia as rapidly as in some other states, I
do not intend to wait until they are. We
are acting now to prevent this health cri-
sis from getting worse,” said Northam.
“Everyone is tired of this pandemic and
restrictions on our lives. I’'m tired, and
I know you are tired too. But as we saw
earlier this year, these mitigation mea-
sures work. I am confident that we can
come together as one Commonwealth
to get this virus under control and save
lives.”

The following measures took effect
Nov. 16:

GOVERNMENT

» Reduction in public and private
gatherings: All public and private
in-person gatherings must be lim-
ited to 25 individuals, down from
the current cap of 250 people. This
includes outdoor and indoor set-
tings.

» Expansion of mask mandate: All
Virginians aged five and over are
required to wear face coverings in
indoor public spaces. This expands
the current mask mandate, which
has been in place in Virginia since
May 29 and requires all individuals
aged 10 and over to wear face cov-
erings in indoor public settings.

» Strengthened enforcement within
essential retail businesses: All es-
sential retail businesses, including
grocery stores and pharmacies,
must adhere to statewide guide-
lines for physical distancing, wear-
ing face coverings, and enhanced
cleaning. While certain essential
retail businesses have been re-
quired to adhere to these regula-

tions as a best practice, violations
will now be enforceable through
the Virginia Department of Health
as a Class One misdemeanor.

* On-site alcohol curfew: The on-
site sale, consumption, and pos-
session of alcohol is prohibited
after 10 p.m. in any restaurant,
dining establishment, food court,
brewery, microbrewery, distillery,
winery, or tasting room. All restau-
rants, dining establishments, food
courts, breweries, microbreweries,
distilleries, wineries, and tasting
rooms must close by midnight.
Virginia law does not distinguish
between restaurants and bars,
however, under current restric-
tions, individuals that choose to
consume alcohol prior to 10 p.m.,
must be served as in a restaurant
and remain seated at tables six feet
apart.

Virginia is averaging 1,500 newly-re-

ported COVID-19 cases per day, up from
a statewide peak of approximately 1,200

in May. While Southwest Virginia has
experienced a spike in the number of
diagnosed COVID-19 cases, all five of
the Commonwealth’s health regions are
currently reporting a positivity rate over
five percent. Although hospital capacity
remains stable, hospitalizations have in-
creased statewide by more than 35 per-
cent in the last four weeks.

On Nov 10, Northam announced new
contracts with three laboratories as part
of the Commonwealth’s OneLabNet-
work, which will significantly increase
Virginia’s public health testing capacity.
Contracts with Virginia Tech in Blacks-
burg, University of Virginia Medical
Center in Charlottesville, and Sentara
Healthcare in Norfolk will directly sup-
port high-priority outbreak investiga-
tions, community testing events, and
testing in congregate settings, with a
goal of being able to perform 7,000 per
day by the end of the year.

For information about COVID-19 in
Virginia, visit vdh.virginia.gov/corona-
virus.

Loudoun County Treasurer H. Rog-
er Zurn Jr. reminds taxpayers that the
deadline for payment of the second
half real property tax is Monday, Dec.
7.

Payments post-
marked after Dec.
7, will incur a 10 percent late pay-
ment penalty. Additional interest at
the rate of 10 percent per annum will
be assessed. The due date will not be
extended for bills where assessment
questions have been filed with the
Board of Equalization. Taxpayers who
are having financial difficulties should
contact the Office of the Treasurer’s
Collections Team at 703-771-5656 for

GOVERNMENT

assistance.

Payments can be made using elec-
tronic check (eCheck), VISA, Master-
Card, American Express or Discover.
Please note that there is a convenience
fee added to credit card transactions.
There is no fee for eCheck.

For safety and convenience, the
Treasurer’s Office encourages taxpay-
ers to make their payments online or
on the phone. Payments may be made:

¢ Online: loudounportal.com/
taxes

¢ Through a mobile de-
vice: The Link2Loudoun app is
available for free from the iP-

Second half real property tax deadline is Dec. 7

hone App Store and the Google
Play Store. The app allows access
to loudounportal.com/taxes to
pay your taxes.

¢ Telephone: 1-800-269-5971
may be called 24 hours a day.
During regular business hours,
call 703-777-0280. Please have
your account number and credit
card number ready.

¢ By Mail: County of Loudoun,
P.0. Box 1000, Leesburg, Virginia
20177-1000

¢ In Person: Treasurer’s Office
Locations

1 Harrison Street SE, 1st

Floor, Leesburg

21641 Ridgetop Circle,
Suite 104, Sterling

The offices are open from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays. In ad-
dition, 24-hour depository boxes
are located outside each office.

Anyone who has not received a tax

bill or who has questions should con-
tact the Loudoun County Treasurer’s
Office at 703-777-0280 or email tax-
es@loudoun.gov.

Stay up to date on tax information
by subscribing to the Tax Notices

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »

Trust Loudoun’s best
roofing contractor
to protect your
greatest investment
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BEST OF
LOUDOUN

540-441-7649
www.hartleyhomeexteriors.com




DECEMBER 2020

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

13

Loudoun Supervisors loosen collective
bargaining rules for public employees

In October, the Loudoun County Board
of Supervisors voted to allow representa-
tives of labor unions into County build-
ings for the purpose of
talking to and recruit-
ing public employees
for membership.

Prior to the passage of the new “col-
lective bargaining” rule, Virginia law had
prohibited state and local governments
in the Commonwealth from recogniz-

GOVERNMENT

ing union and/or collective bargaining
organizations. Virginia Governor Ralph
Northam signed a bill in April authoriz-
ing collective bargaining for some public
employees here. And, Loudoun has fol-
lowed suit.

Some County employees are already
members of, for example, the Service
Employees International Union.

But, the issue took a dramatic turn in
April when state law changed, giving

Virginia Attorney General Mark
Herring announced that the state
Division of Human Rights had found
“reasonable cause” to believe the
Loudoun County Public Schools sys-
tem discriminated against students
of color who applied for gifted and
talented programs.

The decision concluded a
13-month investigation by the

Report finds discrimination in
Academies’ admissions policy

Human Rights division that was
prompted by a formal complaint
made by the NAACP Loudoun
Branch.

“Our chief complaint in this situ-
ation was actually the denial of ad-
mission of Academies of Loudoun for
their Academy of Science and Acad-
emy of Engineering program, where

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

After a year like this...
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TOP COAT

I NAILS @ SPA

170 West Main Street, Purcellville ¢ (703) 297-7919
www. TopCoatNailSpa.net

localities the authority, if they choose,
to recognize collective bargaining repre-
sentatives, allowing unions to negotiate
on behalf of public employees.

Employees that function as what are
known as “Constitutional Officers” —
which, in Loudoun County include the
Sheriff, the Commonwealth’s Attorney,
the Treasurer, the Commissioner of the
Revenue, and the Clerk of the Circuit
Court - are excluded.

(L

CABINETRY -

WINDOWS

County Chair Phyllis J. Randall (D-At
Large) introduced the measure, which
was approved on a 6 to 3 vote.

Republican Supervisor Matthew F.
Letourneau (R-Dulles) opposed the mea-
sure, noting that just because collective
bargaining had come to Virginia, didn’t
mean it needed to come to Loudoun.

The presence of public unions and col-
lective bargaining power, in general, is a
complicated if not contentious issue.

Proponents point to the need to allow
employees, including public employees,
to organize. Opponents fear such things
drive up costs, and make it more difficult
to terminate bad actors.

"

eaturing

DOORS - SIDING

MIDSOUTH

Building Supply, Inc.

100% EMPLOYEE OWNED - 100% CUSTOMER COMMITTED

(703) 720-5163
44031 Ashburn Shopping Plaza - 261/265
Ashburn, VA 20147
www.msbs.net
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Loudoun’s education news

Since last March when COVID-19 first brought
schooling in Loudoun to a full stop, the community has
wrestled with continuum of learning, child care, food
insecurity, mental health, access to technology, and
many more significant issues—not to mention a few
more marginal ones (e.g., “Can we
go into the school and clean out my
kid’s locker?”).

In this monthly column by contributor Laura Long-
ley, the Blue Ridge Leader will flag topics behind the
headlines and provide dependable sources to keep you
in the know. (Caveat: Please double-check all informa-
tion that relates to dates and policies.)

Concurrent learning could be in your child’s future.
What is it?

Does your teen have a friend who attends Riverside
High School in Leesburg? If so, it’s possible you’ve
heard something about “concurrent learning”?

In mid-November, several middle and high schools
each welcomed six or seven volunteer teachers and 50
some students for a one-hour pilot in concurrent—also
known as Hy-Flex—learning. By dividing the students
into two groups—one for on-site learning, the other
for remote—the exercise served as a test for possible
implementation in all schools in the second semester.

“The trial was a chance for teachers to dip their toe
in so they can teach other teachers the concurrent ap-
proach,” said Doug Anderson. Riverside principal. “I
hope it builds excitement, like getting ready for the
first day of school.”

GOVERNMENT

You can learn about concurrent teaching here:
https://vimeo.com/477658803.

“Back-to-School” dates keep changing? Who is mak-
ing these decisions and how?

In November, the Loudoun County Public School
Board voted to establish metrics to monitor COVID-19
levels and guide decisions on whether to implement
100 percent distance learning, expand the hybrid op-
tion, or move to an all in-class program.

Staff recommended the monitoring metrics after
consulting with the Loudoun County and Virginia
health departments as well as the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

The two main measurements are 1) incidence rate
and 2) positivity rate. In Loudoun, incidence rate is
when new cases per 100,000 persons within the last 14
days reach more than 200. Positivity rate is the number
of new cases of a disease divided by the number of per-
sons at risk.

An important note: Nothing in the Loudoun County
School Board metrics motion precludes the superinten-
dent from implementing 100 percent distance learning
as is appropriate, i.e., should COVID-19 transmission
occur within particular classes, a school, or schools. For
the latest data, updated daily, you can check the dis-
trict’s core indicator on the LCPS web page at https://
www.lcps.org/Page/234565#CaseData.

Are we going to get better internet connections for
remote learning any time soon?

Segra, one of the largest independent fiber network

companies in the Eastern U.S., was just chosen by
Loudoun County Public Schools in early November to
deploy network services throughout the school system.
After a four-month search evaluating five firms, LCPS
chose Segra’s wide area network (WAN) solution for
the connectivity, reliability, security, and performance
that the district needs to support online learning, vir-
tual classrooms, and the County’s expected population
growth.

The Charlotte, NC-based firm will supply the school
district with connectivity between several network hub
sites to more than 100 LCPS facilities and data cen-
ters. The wide area network also provides diverse fiber
routes for redundant connectivity to ensure continuity
of operations in the event of a natural disaster or other
catastrophic events.

“We’re delighted to work with Loudoun County Pub-
lic Schools to provide enhanced fiber-based connectiv-
ity solutions, particularly at a time when we know how
critical connectivity and security is for online learning
and virtual classrooms,” said Segra CEO Tim Biltz. “The
wide area network deployment will serve the schools
and the region well into the future by providing the re-
liability, scalability and performance needed for a mod-
ern, state-of-the-art learning environment.”

“With Segra’s network services deployed, we’ve al-
ready seen a marked improvement in our speed, per-
formance, and reliability,” said Vince Scheivert, LCPS
assistant superintendent of digital innovation.

‘crooked run

UHRISTIAS
BEER DINNER

December @ & 1@ at 7pm

$100 Inclusive

As A Present From Us To All That Attend We Are
Offering An EXCLUSIVE COLLABORATION BEER
That Will Only Be Available At Crooked Run And The

Tuscarora Mill Family Of Restaurants!!!

tuskies.com « 703 771 9300

TUSCARORA MILL

203 Harrison Street, Leesburg, VA 2017
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Northern Virginia joint

transportation meeting Dec. 8

Learn about agency projects

Join the Commonwealth Transpor-
tation Board, Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Authority, Northern Virginia
Transportation Commission and Virginia
Railway Express for virtual public meet-
ing and listening session.

The public is invited to a joint vir-
tual meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 8, with
representatives  from
the  Commonwealth
Transportation Board,
Virginia  Department
of Transportation, Virginia Department
of Rail and Public Transportation, Office
of Intermodal Planning and Investment,
Northern Virginia Transportation Au-
thority, Northern Virginia Transporta-
tion Commission and Virginia Railway
Express, to learn more about the region-
al collaboration that keeps travelers in
Northern Virginia moving.

Per Virginia code §33.2-214.3, these
organizations shall conduct a joint pub-

GOVERNMENT

lic meeting annually for the purposes of
presenting to the public, and receiving
comments on, transportation projects
proposed and conducted by each entity
in Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia).

The meeting will include an opportuni-
ty for public comments following agency
presentations on transportation initia-
tives, including:

« Virginia’s Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program

e VTrans Draft Mid-term Transporta-
tion Needs

* NVTA’s FY2020-2025 Six Year
Program; TransAction; COVID-19
analysis; and the Regional
Multi-Modal Mobility Program
(RM3P) in partnership with the
Commonwealth of Virginia

* NVTC’s Commuter Choice program
* VRE project updates

How did you spend your
Thanksgiving?

A message from Maine: “We
went on Zoom - 23 of us - and had
a virtual, let’s catch up and ‘wel-
come to the family’ Thanksgiving.
We called in from Maine, Colorado,
Maryland, Virginia, Massachusetts,
and Connecticut, six states and
about ten cities and towns overall,
and we ‘talked shop.’

“Who are you dating? Did you eat
yet? How’s the new baby? Whose
dog is that? Are you still employed?

A message from Maryland:
“The two of us are both dealing with
‘pre-existing condition’ issues, so
we went really low-key.

“We had two neighbors over - or-
phans from other Thanksgiving cel-
ebrations that had been cancelled
— and we spread out on three tables
between our apartment building’s
hallway, our living room, and our
dining room. I provided the food,
and we all had a great time. A new
Thanksgiving tradition for every-
body.

A message from Virginia: “We
did something really differently this
year. Afraid of gathering in a small,
cramped apartment, two families met
in a park, exchanged deserts and side
dishes, and took the donations back
to our own families.

“The food was great. I was so hap-
py to have six dishes to pass around
instead of my measly three. My hus-
band loved it.”

A message from Massachusetts:
“We had a really small crowd, just the
four ofus. Myhusband, one of his sons,
me, and my son. And, no animals.
“I'm a private chef, and I had made
all of my Thanksgiving deliveries the
day before. We didn’t eat until about
6:30, but that was fine.

“I served turkey, homemade cran-
berry sauce — pulverized Clementine
oranges are my secret ingredient —
mashed potatoes, Brussel sprouts,
and pumpkin pie. I always add sau-
sage to my stuffing for the Turkey. It
was a big hit. Fun but to be honest,
I'm glad it’s over.”

The meeting will be streamed live
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the DRPT You-
Tube channel, and following the presen-
tations, public comment can be made by
calling 470-285-4495, followed by PIN
392 182 855#.

Comments may also be submitted
through Jan. 4, 2021 via an online com-
ment form, by voicemail to 703-718-

6368 or by mail to Ms. Maria Sinner, VDOT,
4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030.
Meeting materials and presentations
will be available at virginiadot.org/nova-
transportationmeeting.

About the Agencies

The Commonwealth Transportation
Board, the policy board for the Virginia
Department of Transportation, Virginia
Department of Rail and Public Transpor-
tation, and the Office of Intermodal Plan-
ning and Investment, allocates public
funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicy-
cle, pedestrian, public transportation, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»
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Appeal filed to stop massive
Purcellville development

An appeal to the Town of Purcellville challenging the
Town’s Board of Architectural Review’s approval of the
Trail’s End development plan, has been filed. Trail’s End
would be located near the W&OD Trail in an historic area of
old town on Hatcher Avenue. The Purcellville Town Council
should hear the appeal before Dec. 22.

In a 3-2 vote, the BAR in October, approved the pro-
posed scale, architecture, and building materials for a new
three-story building on the three parcels. The existing three
homes are to be demolished — but as of press time have
not been approved for demolition. A lot
consolidation will have to be approved —
since 141, 151, and 161 Hatcher Avenue
are three separate lots with three single family homes.

The property owner envisions a mixture of commercial
on the main floor with an additional two stories of more
than 30 apartments. A site plan, and a zoning permit for
this project have not been approved, nor have they been
applied for.

Examples of uses that are currently allowed in the C-4
zoning district, according to the Town Zoning Ordinance,
include a hotel, eating establishments, retail, and office.
Multi-family dwellings are not a permitted use in this area.
However, these uses are supposed to blend in with the
neighborhood. The block of Hatcher Avenue where Trail’s
End is proposed — is comprised of single family houses.

Questions about the process, by which such projects are
reviewed, and acted upon may be directed to Andy Conlon,
Town of Purcellville Senior Planner, at 540-751-2341.

GOVERNMENT

Top Producer 2019
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Wow, seems like just yesterday--

Will Rockwool open?

BY ANDREA GAINES

Indeed. It does seem like just yesterday.

Despite years of controversy, tons of opposition,
legal challenges, and lots of questions, the Rock-
wool insulation factory in nearby Jefferson Coun-
ty, West Virginia may finally be slated to open.

The facility would be located in the Town of
Ranson, West Virginia, less than 30 miles from
the state’s border with Loudoun County. The plant
prompted opposition here in Loudoun since it was
unclear if tall-stacks manufac-
turing, which can spread emis-
sions many, many miles, might
be used. Schools near the plant site objected, too.

The Jefferson County Foundation, which has,
in many ways, functioned as the seat of opposi-
tion to the project, is still fighting on. The group’s
website describes itself this way: JCF is “a 501(C)3
non-profit organization [that] supports and pro-
motes effective and accountable government,
sustainable development, and the protection of
health, heritage, and the environment in the East-
ern Panhandle of West Virginia.” As part of its mis-
sion, JCF educates the public and intervenes in is-
sues related to mountain natural gas exploration,
residential water testing, and how development
impacts clean water, among other topics.

JCF has sought a “residential well water testing

GOVERNMENT

program in advance of Rockwool ...” What JCF is
looking for is a baseline of sorts. What does your
water look like now and what will your water look
like if Rockwool comes here, and what will it look
like when or if Rockwell leaves? Water testing
reveals things such as the presence of ammonia,
metals, formaldehyde, coliform, E. coli, Nitrate-N,
as well as pesticides and herbicides. The foun-
dation is also exploring what it calls “the road to
Rockwool” - claiming that even basic construction
features such as the roads that will service the fa-
cility “had violations.”

The Rockwool factory is quite the industri-
al undertaking. The company runs 45 factories
in 39 countries. It is the world’s largest “stone
wool manufacturer”. The manufacturing of the
company’s Ranson insulation product will be done
with natural gas, helping to reduce harmful emis-
sions.

Two local politicians who opposed the Rock-
wool plant went down in defeat in the last sever-
al years: County Commissioner Ralph Lorenzetti
and Del. Sammi Brown. But, another incumbent,
Del. Paul Espinosa, who supported Rockwool, won
re-election. Espinosa was a Rockwool PR manag-
er at the time. Analysts see this possible scenario
playing out: opposition will continue, but Rock-
wool will open just the same.

Best Real Estate Agents 2020
Northern Virginia Magazine
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Mary Dionisio Roberge REALTOR®
Licensed in VA & MD | ABR, CNE, CRS
0: 540.687.5256 | robergemary@gmail.com

View testimonials from many of Mary’s past clients at

www.MaryRoberge.com

Best Agents in Region 2020
Modern Luxury/DC Magazine

107 N King Street, Leesburg, VA 20176
Broker: 703.738.8282

Equal Housing Opportunity

Top Producer 2019

6%

DECEMBER 2020

Dulles Area Assciation of Realtors



DECEMBER 2020 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

Get Hooked Up
Hang virtually anything, anywhere.
Whether you are hanging your
handbag on the tabletop or using
this on your key ring, belt loop,
or in your garage. This handy
gadget is so good you’ll want
more than one.

A Sunglass Fit for Royalty

This 1979 classic originally made famous by

Princess Diana is back for a limited time at

Eyetopia from our friends at Oliver Goldsmith London.

< Organize Me

Get the eyeglass case that
converts to a tech
stand/organizer. This award
winning kick-starter product has
rapidly become a best seller both
internationally and at Eyetopia.
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Oh My
Chocolate!

T

st -
. \ You will love our new, Made in the USA,
- multi-award winning, chocolate collections.

; With ingredients like banana rum caramel,

or crispy bacon almond praline, and 66% dark chocolate,

you’ll be as hooked as we are on this new collection for the Holiday
season. Oh there are more flavors, but need we say more?

A Gear Up!

This Universal (and we mean universal)
smartphone lanyard is the perfect problem solver.
Keep your cell phone on your person along with
your ID, credit card and some mad money. Clip
on your face mask too and you have your hands
free and your gear in reach.

What the Dish?

The perfect little something
they never knew they needed. .
Swedish cloths by Eyetopia
made from antimicrobial,
100% biodegradable,

cellulose. Save on paper ‘
towel use, polish chrome Wood You?

and stainless appliances, Handcrafted wood magnetic
wash dishes, wipe counters  clasp bracelets for him in
and dry your cups. Every braided Italian leather, Bass
kitchen needs at least one. strings, stainless wire and

more. It's an iconic look for a
modern man.

. < she GSD

1 This card case/mirror combo gift is

a delight for every woman's
handbag. Card case is suitable for
ID, CC and a bit of mad money

for a quick dash out.

Bond, James Bond A

This piece is soon to be seen on Mr. Bond in the
new release movie, No Time to Die (2021). The

sunglasses are finished with 007 inscribed metal

temple and come with a limited edition 007 case

Ahhh, 2020 and cleaning cloth.

Year from hell or just a

bad week? Either way

these clean ingredient 4 Fortune Favors

Canadian farm products H&‘? . the Bold

will make every gifter's - = One part brass

knuckles, one part
pocket knife, one

part handy

carabiner clip...
how you use it is

up to you. Each

piece is
engraved with

day. Your lips will thank
you.

gjefaf/a, bhe. umson

#EyetopiaStyle

THE EYEWEAR VAULT 223 Loudoun St. SE "Fortune
Hours of Operation: T,W,TH 10-6 - Friday 11-7 Leesburg, VA 20175 =77 Favor“s the
Saturday 10-5 - CLOSED: Sunday/Monday 703.443.6410 > Bold".

The Eyewear Vault: exclusively by appointment BeSeen@Eyetopialnc.com
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Tips to prevent frozen water pipes

With freezing temperatures coming,
the Leesburg Department of Utilities
would like to remind everyone to drain
and protect outdoor water connections:

 Be sure pipes in unheated parts of
your home, including crawl spaces,
are insulated.

» Remove hoses from outside faucets
and be sure they are drained and
shut off.

 Advise all household members
where the main shut-off valve is
located in case of an emergency.

« Ifyou will be away from home
for an extended time, shut off the
water supply and drain the system.
Keep thermostat set at 55 degrees.

» During extended periods of be-
low-freezing temperatures:

» Open doors to any cabinets with
water supply lines, such as under
kitchen and bathroom sinks, to al-
low warm air to circulate.

 Keep a trickle of water running
from the faucet highest in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »

Rt 9/Rt 287 roundabout project moves forward

In his Nov. 25 update on the two-lane
roundabout construction project at the
Rt 9/Rt 287 intersection, Blue Ridge
District Supervisor Tony R. Buffington
reported that Loudoun County’s design
consultant has been working with the
Department of Transportation and Cap-
ital Infrastructure to further improve the
design. The project consists of approx-
imately one mile of roadway improve-
ments, including the roundabout.

In September, comments on the de-
sign, which is 90 percent completed,
were received from the Loudoun County

and we will be open until 8 pm

Building and Development department
and the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation. The County’s design consul-
tant is expected to submit the completed
design for consideration by all agencies
in December.

Meanwhile, utility coordination is
proceeding. Right-of-way acquisition is
estimated to begin next spring with con-
struction scheduled for Summer 2022.

To view animated traffic model videos
of anticipated roundabout movements,
visit  https://www.loudoun.gov/5214/
Route-9-287-Roundabout.

As we approach the Holiday Season, we are even more focused on your safety. And that's
especially true for our traditional annual Christmas Tree sales fund raising activities.

This year, we have put into place protocols that are designed to keep you safe as
you shop for your perfect, fresh cut Christmas Tree.

« We have expanded our tree lot and will limit traffic to keep everyone safe
« Our volunteers will tie your tree onto your vehicle
« You will have the option of touchless, curb-side tree shopping

Trees will be available for sale beginning Friday, November 27, starting at 10 am

REGULAR TREE LOT HOURS ARE:
+ Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 5-8 pm
» Saturday and Sunday 10 am - 8 pm
Our North Carolina plantation grown Frasier Fir Christmas trees range from

6 feet to 12 feet. This year, there is a national shortage of Christmas trees.
They will go fast, so please plan on getting yours early.

Construction hours extended for
new Loudoun County Courthouse

The contractor for the new Loudoun
County Courthouse is planning to
pour concrete slabs for the building’s
basement. Due to the size and com-
plexity of these pours, extended work
hours are required.

Construction will start before, and
potentially end after, the contrac-
tor’s current allowable work hours
of 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Construc-
tion activity on-
site will begin at
6 a.m., at which time the crews will
set up concrete pumping equipment.
Concrete for the pour will be sched-
uled to arrive at approximately 7 a.m.
Construction crews are expected to be
completed with their work by 9 p.m.;
however, due to the need to complete
concrete pours of this nature once
they have started, work may extend
later into the evening until complete,
but not lasting past midnight.

Loudoun County has received the
required approvals for the change in
the work hours. Weather permitting,
and baring any unexpected circum-

GOVERNMENT

stances, construction for the first two
of five planned concrete pours are:

e Pour #1: Thursday, Dec. 3, with
a backup date of Dec. 8.

» Pour #2: Wednesday, Dec. 9,
with a backup date of Dec. 11.

Residents should expect to hear
increased construction noise, includ-
ing truck back-up alarms, and they
should also expect to see extra light-
ing during the early morning and eve-
ning hours.

Visitors to the Loudoun County
Courthouse will continue to have ac-
cess to the existing building. Free park-
ing is available in the Pennington Lot
and Pennington Garage, which is lo-
cated off Church Street, approximately
two blocks from the courthouse.

For more information about the
courts, visit loudoun.gov/courts, and
for more information about the new
courthouse construction project, in-
cluding contact information, and to
sign up for email and text updates
on the project, visit loudoun.gov/
courts-expansion.

AS YOUR PURGELLVILLE COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESGUE COMPANIES,

WE ARE COMMITTED TO KEEPING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY SAFE -

This year, due to the COVID-19 virus, we've all been extra careful...
social distancing, avoiding large crowds, wearing face coverings and
being extra vigilant in our day to day activities.

Like us on Facebook @
Follow us on Twitter ¥

Purcellville Public Safety Center
500 N Maple Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

Scan this QR code to taked
you to our website

Thank you for your support of your local Purcellville Volunteer Fire and Rescue Gompanies
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DARS Ketoctin Chapter gives
patriots a proper burial site
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To the sharp crack of musket fire, the
Ketoctin Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution
paid tribute to patri-
ots Charles and Eliz-
abeth “Betty” Lewis
Carter with a celebration marking their
restored graves at North Hill Estate, Ber-
ryville, on October 31.

The event marked
the culmination of
two years of histor-
ical research, fund-
raising, and resto-
ration work after
North Hill’s current
owner, Tim Lindsey,
discovered the black-
ened and cracked
Carter graves, their
brick burial vaults
sunk into the ground.
Upon learning of the
graves and their con-
dition from Lindsey,
Ketoctin  member
Gina Blake called on

COMMUNITY

ican Revolutionary

War heritage is one of the core objectives
of the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution,” Ketoctin Chap-
ter Regent Kecia Brown told the event
guests, including direct Carter descen-
dant Victoria Daly. “So, we are proud to
have played a role in helping repair and
preserve this piece of not only Clarke
County and Virginia history but also
American history.”

Before acknowledging restoration sup-
porters, Brown brought to life the storied
past of the Carters and North Hill, which
sits above the Shenandoah River at the
Virginia Route 7 bridge crossing.

Charles and Betty Carter were descen-
dants of several of America’s most re-
nowned families and Revolutionary War
patriots, including the Washingtons, Car-
ters, Lewises, and Fieldings. Betty Lewis
Carter (1765-1830) was the daughter of
Fielding Lewis, a Revolutionary War offi-
cer and a relative of explorer Meriwether
Lewis, best known for the Lewis & Clark
expedition. Her mother, Betty Wash-
ington Lewis, was George Washington’s
only sister to live to adulthood. Charles
Carter (1764-1827) descended from
Tidewater’s Robert “King” Carter, who,
as agent to Lord Fairfax, accumulated
vast wealth and lands. Charles’s rela-
tive and contemporary, George Carter,
founded Oatlands Plantation and built
the mansion there.

Married in 1781, the Carters moved

ths chapter for help.  yep, Fleming, Kecia Brown (Regent Ketoctin
The preservation chapter), Virginia State Regent-LeAnn
of the cultural Amer- Turbyfill, and Tim Lindsey.

to North Hill in 1807, while Thomas
Jefferson was serving as president, and
remained there until 1813, when James
Madison occupied the White House.

“Later,” Kecia Brown explained, “the
Carters lived for some time at Deerwood
Plantation in Culpeper. Charles passed
away and was buried there in 1827. Betty
then moved to Audley Farm, the home
of her brother, near
North Hill. When she
died in 1830, she was
interred at North
Hill where three of
the Carters’ seven
children had been
buried. Eventually,
Charles would be re-
interred here in the
1960s.”

Graves Resto-
ration: When Lind-
sey and the DAR de-
cided to restore the
gravesites two years
ago, they called on
Kenneth  Fleming,
an eighth generation
Loudoun County Vir-
ginian who has been
recognized with nu-
merous awards for his restoration work,
including the graves of 100 veterans and
their family members.

Fleming set about restoring the marble
capstones and reconstructing the vaults
with local 18th century brick. He also
erected monument stones in memory of
the three Carter children buried there.
And, with the help of Chase Schneider
of Round Hill, Fleming restored and in-
stalled a wrought iron fence and gate.

On behalf of the Ketoctin Chapter, Ke-
cia Brown recognized Tim Lindsey and
Ken Fleming with Excellence in Histor-
ic Preservation Certificates given to in-
dividuals who save and preserve local
history. She also acknowledged the fi-
nancial and/or in-kind contributions of
Tim Lindsey, Kenneth Fleming, Ketoctin
DAR chapter, the Bank of Clarke County,
Loudoun Lumber, and Ketoctin mem-
ber Carol Browning and her son, Jeff, of
Browning Equipment. Tim Richards do-
nated a 30-foot flagpole.

A new DAR commemorative marker
now adds to the historic significance of
North Hill, which is listed on the Nation-
al Registry and Virginia Registry of His-
toric Places for its association with the
Civil War Battle of Cool Springs.

The Colonel James Wood II Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) presented the colors, fired the mus-
ket salute, and played taps. Among the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »

5 stars

for best
hometown
service

Your hometown pharmacist
Kiran Dharmala

Helping patients get their

prescriptions QUICKLY and ¢¢ This s the best

pharmacy I have ever
CONVENIENTLY used! The staff is so 99
FREE delivery service warm and friendly.

Friendly and helpful staff
Pharmacist-administered injectables
FREE consultations for diabetic device training

PURCELLVILLE

: |
We delivert
= PHARMACY
el
= o e 609 E Main St. Ste. Q, Purcellville

il ; on time.

540 751-9750 « Fax 540 441-7099
www.Purcellville-Pharmacy.com

Better Health means Better life. Purcellville Pharmacy your neighborhood pharmacy.

SHOP GREEN( \ SHOP LOCAL
WWW.ABERNETHYSPENCER.COM

ABERNETHY & SPENCE
Greenbouse e Garden Cente

18035 MAPLE AVE./LINCOLN RD. + PURCELLVILLE + 540-338-9118

Your source for native & local
plants for over 100 years.
Committed to our community with
reen & eco-friendly products

ldg " Homegrown Poinsettias
Handmade Wreaths
Cyclamen - Paperwhites
Amaryllis - Christmas Cacti
Christmas Trees - Garlands & Roping
We also bave great gifts

for gardeners as well as

gift certificates!

CONSISTENTLY VOTED
“BEST OF LOUDOUN?”

MON. TO SAT. 9 TO 5°SUN. 10 TO 4°9 TO NOON DEC 24TH
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Christmas in Purcellville

event calendar

Celebrate the holidays in Purcell-
ville. Several changes have been made
to the traditional Christmas in Purcell-
ville festivities to help reduce poten-
tial risks related to
COVID-19. Infor-
mation about the
festivities and how businesses, organi-
zations, and residents can participate
are listed below.

COMMUNITY

Town Tree Lighting, Friday, Dec. 4

The Town Tree Lighting will be held
Dec. 4 at 6:30 p.m. through a Facebook
live event. Citizens will be able to watch
the traditional start to the holiday sea-
son from their homes. Additionally, an
in-person event is also being planned,
though that may change depending on
circumstances. Registrations are re-
quired to attend in person, and space

is limited. Details will be provided to
those who register. Should circum-
stances change, this may only be a
Facebook Live event, and those who
have registered will be notified.

Reverse Parade on Hirst Road, Saturday,
Dec.5

This year’s parade will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 5 on Hirst Road from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. It will be a reverse parade
with participants lined up on the west
side of Hirst Road with decorated floats
and vehicles. Those who wish to view
the parade will drive by the stationary
units to enjoy the decorations from
their vehicles. The reverse parade will
be a wonderful way to kick off the tour
of homes and town businesses that are
decorated for the Holiday Lights Tour.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »

HOLIDAY SALES! - .

. Vintage

- Magnolia

Gifts and
Home Décor

Antiques

Local Art &
Reclaimed Products

Furniture Fusion Paint

Dealer

19487 James Monroe Hwy
Leesburg, VA 20175
(Rt. 15 South & Harmony Church Rd)
703-777-6760

600 East Main St.
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-441-3751

Dixie Belle
Paint Dealer

Custom Made
Furniture

Cooking safely during the
holiday season

The holidays are full of excitement,
good food and fun times with family.
As preparations for the busy holiday
season are under-
way, the Loudoun
County Combined
Fire and Rescue System encourages
residents to follow safe cooking prac-
tices. Cooking is the leading cause of
residential fires during the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday and throughout the year.
Take a few moments to review these
safety tips and ensure your holiday is
memorable for all the right reasons.

Stay in the kitchen while cooking on
the stovetop. If you leave the kitchen,
even briefly, turn off the stove. If bak-
ing, roasting, or broiling, set timers to
remind you food is cooking.

COMMUNITY

Keep combustibles, such as oven
mitts, wooden utensils, food pack-
aging, towels or curtains, away from
your stovetop.

Maintain a three-foot safety zone
for kids and pets around stove and hot
appliances. Turn pot handles away so
young children are less likely to get
burned.

Fried turkey fan? The Loudoun
County Combined Fire and Rescue
System recommends buying one from
a grocery store or restaurant, or con-
sider an oil-less turkey fryer. Hot oil
from a turkey fryer can cause serious
burns and destroy property.

If you do have a fire:

On the stovetop, slide a lid on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »

support local

( Find us on Facebook & Instagram )

Wed - Thurs: 10-5
ka4 Fri-Sat: 10-6, Sun: 10-5

* Tree Removal

¢ Trimming/Pruning

e Stump Grinding

e Bucket Truck Service
¢ Lot Clearing

¢ Firewood

MILLING TO
YOUR SPEGIFIGATIONS
e Solar Kiln

o Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
¢ Your Logs to Lumbher

Curt Hilling
LA 540-287-1970

$300 min. Stumps www.HillingAndSons.com

not included.
Exp. 11-30-20

Licensed & Insured « ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

businesses

2 ;PURCELLVILLE‘HP

) | CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL
DRY CLEANING

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS -ALLKINDS
WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS
HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 * MON-FRI 7-7,SAT 8-6
SHOP'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR. :!

609-C EAST MAIN STREET,PURCELLVILLE

See pages 16-17 for more
local businesses.

R |Erie @
Xl [nsurance

Above all in SERVICE”

Auto * Home - Business - Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130

5882 Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states.
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.
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WE'RE- OFEN...

EASY TO (7lFxT_ TO! PIANO LESSONS

Now giving on-line lessons

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

A consiGhment ShOPPe

c HDME DECOR = CLOTHING BOUTIQUE = AND MORE :

Alan Ogden
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022

ogdenmusic.or
39810 CHARLES TOWN PIKE; WATERFORD  (FO3) F27-2395 g sic.org

Westbond 7: Exit Rie.

Eactbound 7. Take HamiHon Station N? rth to Rie. 9 Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

ASPHALT SHINGLES, EPDM (RUBBER ROOFING), DURADEK, SKYLIGHTS, SNOW GUARDS,
GUTTER, GUTTER SCREENS AND MORE. WE ALSO OFFER FREE ESTIMATES ON RE-ROOFS

Ugly &

Christmas
§weaters

www.LVRoofing.com

540.338.4400

\ 138 N. 21st Street, Purcellville
540.751.0707

WE WELCOME REPAIRS!

R T e 37306 E. RICHARDSON LN, PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

MHIC 111316 HEATHER CAMPBELL, OWNER

- N __:-__,:r_";,-é»;_"f"'""‘ =3 ]BESH I‘ hI
OVAREHRESE * TARM
7 > ~ il

Let Yireh be your prowder
ereh The Lord Wlll Prowde

(540) ) 2 Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets
ehsLawnSer\nce@gm il.com™

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Springdale Village Inn and ¥arm

@ Email us at: reloveit@aol.com

Q;y WWW.REI.OVEI‘I’.COM 9

Your Roof Done Right!

Best price, artisan workmanship,
in your timeframe! .

Roofing
Siding ==
Windows |
Gutters

Doors

Repairs

AST Roofing & Home

Improvements &5 &=
Call 571-233-8175 for FREE ESTIMATE

Ask about our Customer Loyalty Program
Hail, storm damage insurance claim specialists
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Call for submissions for Cabin Fever Film Fest

Franklin Park Visual
& Performing Arts
Center and Town
of Purcellville Arts
Council

Quiet on the set. Regional filmmak-
ers are invited to submit films (short
and feature-length) and home movies
for the fourth annu-
al Cabin Fever Film
Festival sponsored by
Franklin Park Visual
and Performing Arts Center and Town
of Purcellville Arts Council. The festival
highlights local tales and talent films,
student productions, and vintage home

COMMUNITY

movies, with emphasis on films made in
Purcellville, or by residents in the Pur-
cellville area. Break that cabin fever in
late-January and enjoy the fourth year
of Purcellville’s only film festival.

Roll sound. Entries should be no
longer than 90 minutes and a minimum
of one minute. All films should be in
digital format on a flash drive or on a
DVD. Any subject matter is acceptable
keeping in mind that the Cabin Fever
Film Festival is a family-friendly event.
Films can include live action, stop mo-
tion, animation, etc. Entry fee is $10 for
first film entry, $5 for each additional
film entry. Films should be dropped
off to Franklin Park Arts Center (36441
Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA
20132) anytime between Tuesday, Dec.
1 and by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 16.
An application and fees can be com-

pleted at the time of film drop off. A
copy of the application can be found

at www.franklinparkartscenter.org with
a link on the home page. All films will
be reviewed and filmmakers will be
contacted shortly after the submission
deadline as to their acceptance and
scheduled showing time block.

Show times will be Friday, Jan. 22,
from 7 - 9 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 23, from
10-11:30 a.m. or 12:30 — 2 p.m., de-
pending on the number of entries. Ad-
mission will be $5 for either day. Due to
current circumstances, there will not be
a reception during the Friday evening
showing. Tickets must be purchased in
advance, and a maximum for 75 tick-
ets will be sold for each day. The full
schedule will be posted online at the
beginning of January 2021. If conditions
at the time don’t allow for an in-person

event, the festival will be postponed and
may be held outdoors at a later date.

Marker. Important festival dates:
Dec. 1 - 16: submissions accepted
Dec. 18: review of the films

Jan. 4, 2021: announce the slate of films
Jan. 22 and 23: Festival

Action. Filmmakers must complete
a registration form and submit it with
film and entry fee. Cash, checks (pay-
able to County of Loudoun) or credit
card. Franklin Park Arts Center is open
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday and
weekends by appointment.

Questions should be directed to Eliz-
abeth Bracey, Manager, Franklin Park
Arts Center Elizabeth.Bracey@loudoun.
gov or 540-338-7973, or Suzan Mardis
of the Purcellville Arts Council at (sb-
mardis1 @fcps.edu.).

Working smoke alarms and a closed door kept family safe

An Ashburn family of three was
awakened suddenly by their smoke
alarms just after 1:15 a.m. on Monday,
Nov. 9. When the smoke alarms sound-
ed, the resident discovered a small fire
burning in a second story bedroom and

immediately closed the door, called
9-1-1 and evacuated. The simple act of
closing the bedroom door before evac-
uating placed a critical barrier between
the residents and the fire, slowing the
fire spread to the rest of the home and

Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church

F o

We warm{y invite you to join us fur

20 minutes outdoor christmas services

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24

5PM = 6:30PM = 8PM

1l distance guiaelineswill be followed.

allowing precious time for firefighters
to arrive.

Fire and rescue crews from Moore-
field, Brambleton, Dulles South,
Ashburn, Lansdowne and Leesburg
responded to the fire located in the
21,000 block of Awbrey Place. First
responders arrived on scene and ob-
served fire and smoke conditions on
the second floor and
located all occupants
safely outside. Fire-
fighters immediately
made their way to the second floor
where they quickly found and extin-
guished a fire inside a bedroom.

The Loudoun County Fire Marshal’s
Office investigation determined that
the fire was accidental, caused when a
lit candle came in contact with nearby
combustibles. All three residents were
displaced. Damages were confined to
the second story bedroom with no fur-
ther extension throughout the home
and estimated at $100,000. There were
no injuries to civilians or first respond-
ers.

The Loudoun County Combined Fire
and Rescue System joins UL Firefighter
Safety Research Institute to encour-
age all residents to “Close Before You
Doze”. By adopting the lifesaving prac-
tice of closing bedroom, bathroom and
basement doors before going to bed,
you are providing a critical safety bar-
rier that in the event of a fire, will give
your family more time to escape. A
closed door is another safety tool, like
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms,
that can provide an added layer of safe-
ty in your home.

COMMUNITY

There are safety measures to in-
crease your risk of survival in the event
of a fire in your home. They are the
following:

» Close your doors at night. Sleep-
ing with a closed door can pro-
tect you and your family by slow-
ing the spread of a fire, reducing
toxic smoke levels, improving
oxygen levels, and decreasing
temperatures, dramatically in-
creasing your chance of survival.

o Ifafire ignites and you can get
out of the burning structure, do
so quickly and close every door
behind you as you exit. If you
cannot safely evacuate, put a
closed door between you and the
fire to buy yourself valuable time.
Never go back inside a burning
home.

e For parents worried about hear-
ing their child through a closed
door, simply place a baby moni-
tor in the child’s room.

e Make sure your smoke and CO
alarms are in working condition.
Install smoke alarms in every
sleeping room and outside each
separate sleeping area. Install
alarms on every level of the
home and test them monthly. If
you need assistance, visit www.
loudoun.gov/smokealarms or call
703-737-8093.

« Finally, have an escape plan.
Identify two ways out of every
room, designate a meeting place
outside and be sure to practice
your escape plan as a family.
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Catoctin Creek Distillery earns 3
Loudoun small business awards

For the nine winners of the 26" Annu-
al Loudoun Chamber of Commerce Small
Business Awards, there was nothing un-
lucky about Friday, Nov. 13, even though
the celebration had
to be converted to an
all-virtual event for
safety  precautions
due to COVID-19. It was an especially
good night for Catoctin Creek Distilling
Company of Purcellville, which received
three awards—for Main Street Business
of the Year, Small Business of the Year,
and People’s Choice Small Business.

Founded in 2009 as the first legal
distillery in Virginia since Prohibition,
Catoctin Creek is unique, says general
manager and co-founder Scott Harris,
“because we source from local grain. We
mash, ferment, and distill it ourselves in
very small batches. Then we distill it in
copper pot stills and age it in 30-gallon
white oak barrels. That is a production
method that was the same 200 years ago.
A lot of the big whiskey producers today
are doing a lot more automated produc-
tion, and we decided not to do that.”

The 27 finalists and nine winners
were selected by blue-ribbon commit-
tees of local business leaders and in-
dustry experts, who carefully examined
the award applications to select the 32
award finalists in six industry categories.

“Loudoun County’s small business
community has faced unprecedented
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People’s Choice Award Winner -
Catoctin Creek Distillery

Finalists for Main Street Business of
the Year:

Catoctin Creek Distillery — WINNER!
Joe’s Pizzaria

MI-Box of Northern Virginia

The Marketing Management Group

Finalists for Superior Service Business
of the Year:

37 Media & Marketing Group — WINNER!
Advanced Corrective Chiropractic
Extraordinary Transitions — Long & Foster
Woofie's

Finalists for Virtual Business of the Year:
Anonymous Assistants

IntegratelT

TextP2P — WINNER!

Yield Bookkeeping

Finalists for Health and Wellness
Business of the Year:

The National Sports Medicine Institute —
WINNER!

Greenheart Juice Shop

Temple Training

The Fitness Equation

A chemical engineer, Becky Harris is co-
founder and chief distiller of Catoctin Creek
Distilling Company. She recently was elected
president of the board of directors of the
American Craft Spirits Association.

challenges in 2020,” said Tony Howard,
Chamber president and CEO. “Yet, these
business owners and entrepreneurs con-
tinue to persevere and make invaluable
contributions that define Loudoun’s
world class quality of life.”

Learn more about each business as
well as the event sponsors by visit-
ing https://www.loudounchamber.org/
events/sba/ for the event program.

The 2020 Small Business Awards spon-
sors include: Signature Sponsor, Atlantic
Union Bank; Platinum Sponsors: Back-
flow Technology, Bank of Clarke Coun-
ty, BCT The Community’s Bank, The
Claude Moore Charitable Foundation,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 »

Finalists for Loudoun Destination
Business of the Year:

Bear Chase Brewing

Restaurant at Patowmack Farm

The Conche — WINNER!

Finalists for Nonprofit Organization of
the Year:

Crossroads Jobs — WINNER!

Friends of Loudoun Mental Health Inc.
Loudoun Literacy Council

Ryan Bartel Foundation

Finalists for Loudoun’s Top
Entrepreneur of the Year:

Thereasa Black — Amore Congelato
Pam Jones — Extraordinary Transitions
Tony Stafford — Ford’s Fish Shack —
WINNER!

Mary Ellen Taylor — Endless Summer
Harvest

Finalists for Small Business of the Year:
Loudoun Free Clinic *

The Conche

37 Media & Marketing Group

Text P2P

National Sports Medicine Institute
Crossroads Jobs

Catoctin Creek Distilling — WINNER!

WINTER BUILD SALE

If you can dream it, we can build it

Begin your search today

_at ClearyBuilding.com
—

FEATURING:

. .
= Clopay

e
CLEARY

BUILDING CORP.

203 N. Franklin St.
REMINGTON, VA
540-216-7695

« Commercial «Home
« Suburban - Farm
+ Unique « Horse

800-373-5550 - ClearyBuilding.com

/€ m "\, HALL FUNERAL HOME
5. %;;m; g,,m OF PURCELLVILLE

Serving the Community Since 1895
“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

» Military Funeral Services, For Both
* Burial & Cremation Services Service Members And Their Dependents
* Memonial Service & Family Gathering = Ship Out

140 SOUTH NURSERY AVENUE ¢ PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

540-338-5561 wwwHallFH.com

* Pre Arrangements * Monuments

*~+ "*'ﬂ

“tmasﬂTrees

Living Spruce & Fir

J

Loudoun Nursery, Inc.

(And other times, please call) Container Grown Concolor/
_ Canaan Fir 6-8"+

Colorado Blue Spruce
& Norway Spruce 8'-12'+

16457 Short Hill Road, Purcellville VA
(540) 338-4635 « Purcellville, VA « www.LoudounNursery.com
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Snow business and back talk

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Do you remember Snowmageddon?
The 2010 storm when Mother Nature
dumped 32.4 inches of the white stuff
on Dulles Airport—the heaviest sin-
gle-storm  snowfall
ever recorded in the
region? Ten years
later that record still
stands. Back then, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s cur-
rent generation of satellites were still in
development. Now, when monster snow-
storms like Snowmageddon threaten the
U.S., scientists and forecasters can track
and predict them.

Fortunately, weather forecasters ar-
en’t predicting a repeat of Snowmaged-
don this winter, just some wet snow ear-
ly in the season. Still, you’re going to be
faced with the unpleasant task of shov-
eling your sidewalk and driveway. And
that means you're also facing the risk of
throwing out your back.

Are you ready? If you’ve been cooped
up with remote work and teaching your
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children remotely, chances are you’re
not as limber as you were this time last
year. To help you avoid low back pain—
the leading cause of disability world-
wide—we offer a critical caution, and
four useful tips from Science-Based Chi-
ropractic’s Dr. Damon Hendrickson of
Ogden, Utah.

How not to shovel snow:

Head to the garage and get the big-
gest shovel you can find. Bend over and
make sure you keep your knees locked as
you scoop up a heaping pile of snow. “As
abruptly and forcefully as you can,” Dr.
Hendrickson writes, “twist and throw the
snow over your shoulder. Repeat this 50-
100 times and you’re done! Now that we
have the perfect recipe for throwing out
your low back and racking up a big pile of
medical bills, let’s take a step backward
and learn how to clear the snow out of
your driveway without clearing your
wallet of all your hard-earned cash.”

How to shovel snow the safe way:

Start with the right shovel: Consider
investing in a plastic ergonomic shov-
el with a small to medium bucket and
contoured design. It will help you keep
upright and avoid lifting with your back.
You can find these shovels online or at
any home supply store, starting at $20
and up.

Use the proper technique: “Lift as
little snow as possible,” Dr. Hendrick-
son recommends. “Pushing rather than
scooping snow will significantly reduce
the level of stress on your body. Use your
legs. Bend slightly at your hips and squat
down with your legs keeping your low
back straight. This will take pressure off
of your low back and allow you to lift
without straining a muscle or injuring a
joint.”

Make a smart plan and an early start:
Figure out where you’re going to put
the snow. It’s no fun to shovel it a sec-
ond time just because you blocked your
neighbor’s car the first time. And as
tempting as it may be to build a cozy
fire and watch the flakes flutter down,

best to bundle up and get started. As Dr.
Hendrickson points out, “Shoveling the
snow early, before it has had a chance to
melt, re-freeze, and glue itself to your
walkway, will make your job much easi-
er. Pushing two inches of dusty snow off
your driveway three times is much eas-
ier than shoveling six inches of packed
ice. This will also help to avoid driving
your car over the snow and packing the
ice down further.” If you can’t get a head
start on the snow as it is falling, limit
yourself to 15 minutes of shoveling at a
time.”

Corral the neighbor’s kid: Why not
avoid a costly injury altogether? Give the
neighbor’s kid $10 to shovel your drive-
way. As the good doctor advises, “It’s a
much better alternative than taking on
the task yourself and ending up with an
expensive injury. In all seriousness, this
is a fantastic option. Most of us would do
almost anything to get rid of pain once
it’s started, so why not just avoid it in the
first place?”

Purcellville Arts Council features
exhibit by Mark V. Walker

The Purcellville Arts Council is fea-
turing photography by Mark V. Walker
through Dec. 31, in Purcellville’s Town
Hall. Meet the artist virtually with a
video recording of
an interview and dis-
cussion of the photo-
graphs that are on display at Purcellville
Town Hall. Watch the interview online
on the Purcellville Arts Council page of
the Town website. The public is welcome
to view the show during regular Town
Hall office hours (Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., except
holidays). Face coverings are required to
enter Town Hall.

Mark V. Walker is local fine art and
commercial photographer specializing in
landscape, architecture, and portraiture
photography. The collection of twelve
framed fine art photographs at Town
Hall capture natural scenes and architec-
tural subjects from the greater Washing-
ton D.C. region, including monuments
on the National Mall, Great Falls Park,
and Harpers Ferry. The exhibit highlights
Walker’s unique artistic style, which
produces vivid and organic images with
striking contrast, pronounced geometry,
and nuanced textures.

Walker’s early photography aimed
to capture and reproduce the natural
form and beauty in the world exactly as

COMMUNITY

he observed it. Whether a Patagonian
glacier field, an ancient Mayan ruin, a
Moorish architectural design in Spain,
or a Hawaiian coastline lava flow, Walk-
er sought to share scenes from around
the world using still imagery. As his
artistic style evolved, it moved from
reproductive to transformative, from a
precise observation to a creative vision
infused with candor, depth,
and feeling.

journey to Alaska. Walker’s portfolio
can be found on his website at www.
markvwalkerphotography.com.

The first floor corridors of Town Hall
have a gallery-caliber hanging system
which creates and opportunity for local
artists to exhibit their work. Art exhibi-
tions in Town Hall ensure that all mem-
bers of the public have access to art.
The Purcellville Arts Council is accept-
ing submissions for future shows. All
artwork is decided upon for suitability
by an outside jury. Please send inquiries
to the Town of Purcellville, attention:
Arts Council at arts@purcellvilleva.gov.

DISCRIMINATION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

African American students were of-
ten left out of the admissions pro-
cess,” said NAACP Loudoun Branch
President Pastor Michelle C. Thom-
as.

“They actually only accepted
maybe between one in three African
American applicants a year,” Thom-
as said. “Some years there were ac-
tually zero applicants accepted.”

LCPS is reviewing the report
while continuing to implement the
school board’s current plan to com-
bat racism.

His work has received
recognition from national-
ly recognized periodicals,
routinely showcases on
corporate websites, and is

on display in personal gal-
leries from San Francisco to
New York City. His images
have recently featured in the
Purcellville Art Gallery, and
were selected as part of the
2020 Western Loudoun Art-
ist Studio Tour.

Walker is currently work-
ing on a photobook docu-
menting of all the U.S. Na-
tional Parks. He has visited
28 of the 61 parks, including
Yellowstone, Death Valley,
Yosemite, Carlsbad Caverns,
and Redwood Forest, and
he is looking forward to a

mont, will hold a studio sale on
Dec.12, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Also
in attendance will be the varied
works of LoCo Potters, a collective
of Loudoun County potters. Offer-
ings include functional works for
the home and as gifts, as well as one
of a kind art pieces.

Maple Cottage Pottery is located
at 18301 Clayton Hall Rd., Blue-
mont, VA 20135. From Rt 7, turn
right into the long-paved driveway
just before the “Welcome to Blue-
mont” sign. For more information
contact, maplecottagepottery@
gmail.com.

Pottery Sale with LoCo Potters Dec. 12

Maple Cottage Pottery in Blue-




DECEMBER 2020 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

&

@@2020 HSL

g L
HRIEORY?

~ \\.: =
.
“—‘.

We Give the Glft Of...

Make your move to Hessler Heights and experience the gift of gracious retirement
living ... a sense of family, friendship, and belonging that welcomes you home each day.

At Hessler Heights, all of our amenities will be included in one reasonable monthly rent.
We'll take care of the cooking, cleaning, and yardwork, leaving you the time to enjoy
your retirement. We'll even drive you to appointments, shopping, and other outings.

OPENING SOON!

For more information about our gracious retirement lifestyle, please call

703-723-3870

Hessler Heights

Gracious Retirement Living

19540 Sandridge Way, Leesburg, VA 20176
Rental office is located at 19317 Winmeade Dr, Leesburg, VA 20176
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Ban on phone use while
driving in Virginia starts Jan. 1

A new Virginia law banning the use of
cellphones while driving goes into effect
Jan. 1,2021.

The mandate was signed by Gov. Ralph
Northam on July 8, making Virginia the
22nd state to ban the
use of handheld devices
while driving. The law
now prohibits drivers from holding any per-
sonal communication devices while driving
a moving vehicle on the state’s roadways.

Though the ban has officially been Virgin-
ia law since July, it will be enforced begin-
ning Jan. 1.

According to the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles 2019 crash statistics, dis-
tracted driving caused 23,246 accidents and
120 fatal crashes. Those figures represent
18.1 percent of all crashes and 14.5 percent
of all fatalities on Virginia roadways.

Virginia DMV statistics from 2018 re-
vealed that the jurisdictions with the most
distracted driving crashes were Fairfax
County, Prince William County, Virgin-
ia Beach, Hampton and Newport News.
The counties with the most fatalities were
Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Hanover
and Spotsylvania.

GOVERNMENT

Call Today For Your FREE Care Assessment!

“Thousands of Virginians are involved in
crashes every year, and distracted driving is
a factor in many of those crashes,” said Da-
vid Tenembaum, Virginia Farm Bureau Mu-
tual Insurance Co. actuarial manager and
treasurer of Drive Smart Virginia.

“Manipulating a cellphone while driving
increases your crash risk by 2,300 percent
because it involves all three kinds of distrac-
tions—manual, visual and cognitive. Help
us save lives by putting your phone down.”

Drivers who violate the new law will be
subject to a $125 fine for the first offense
and $250 for each subsequent offense. Vi-
olations that occur in highway work zones
also will carry a $250 fine.

It still is permissible to use hands-free
technology to make or receive phone calls
while driving—the ban only prohibits driv-
ers from directly handling their devices. If
drivers must use their phones while travel-
ing, they must be lawfully parked or stopped
to do so.

Drivers using a handheld device to report
an emergency are exempt, as are the opera-
tors of emergency vehicles who are engaged
in their official duties. Motorists also may
handle amateur, or citizens band radios.

SYNERGY"

HomeCare

' Give A Gift of Care !
. and Your First Hour |
of Care is FREE!

703-936-2240

www.synergyhomecare.com

Va. farmers grow millions of
poinsettias for the holidays

Besides fresh Christmas trees, few florae exemplify the holiday spirit like
poinsettias—and local growers are ready for the season.

Poinsettias are cultivated in all 50 states and are one of the top-selling
plants in the nation. The 2018 U.S. Department of Agriculture Floriculture
Crops Summary showed potted poinsettias accounted
for $149 million in U.S. floriculture sales that year. In
Virginia, about 2.2 million poinsettias with a wholesale
value of $10.3 million were raised commercially in 2018.

“Many consumers may not be aware Virginia is fortunate to have a
number of poinsettia growers around the
state,” said Tony Banks, senior assis-
tant director of agriculture, devel-
opment and innovation for Virgin-
ia Farm Bureau Federation.

Banks said the plant’s popularity
is an additional income opportuni-
ty for nurseries and farms during late
fall. Vegetable and tobacco farms also
can utilize their greenhouses between
seasons to raise the flowering plant, he noted.

Stephanie Black, a grower and manager of Atlan-
tic Growers in New Kent County, said she begins selling poinsettias Thanks-
giving week, and most people start buying them right after that holiday.

“It’s just tradition,” she said. “It’s one of the [plants] that’s reliably the
red color that everybody associates with Christmas—with the pretty green
leaves underneath.”

Poinsettias come in a variety of dazzling colors and patterns, but the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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solid reds remain bestsellers. Black said her
customers marvel over varieties that are
cream, pink and Red Glitter—one that has
red leaves with white splotches—but most
of them buy the red.

While buyers enjoy their poinsettias
during the holidays, most don’t save the
plants afterward because they can be chal-
lenging to care for.

“They are extremely sensitive,” Black said.
“[People] will just throw it away and wait
until next year.”

Though they’re associated with winter-
time holidays, poinsettias are tropical plants
that prefer warm temperatures. To ensure
poinsettias thrive during the holidays, an
indoor temperature around 65-70 degrees
isideal.

To nurture a poinsettia for next year, Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension recom-
mends cutting the plant back to about 5
inches from the soil surface and repotting in
fresh soil once the leaves—or bracts—fade
or fall. Set the plant where it will receive
indirect light and temperatures around 55-
60 degrees, and water sparingly. When new
growth begins, place in a well-lit window
and pinch new growth to produce more
stems.

In addition, the poinsettia needs continu-
ous periods of darkness—at least 12 hours—
each night to grow its colorful bracts.

PEC announces 2020 Photo Contest winners

This was another spectacular year for the Piedmont
Environmental Photo Contest. The public decided the
winners by popular vote, and for PEC staff, that’s a wel-
come process: They confess it would
have been too difficult for them to
choose.

All of the 25 photos submitted were taken in one
of the Virginia Piedmont counties represented by the
Piedmont Environmental Council: Albemarle, Charlot-
tesville, Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Greene, Loudoun,
Madison, Orange, or Rappahannock.

Without further ado, here are the winning images
and photographers:

COMMUNITY

o “Brambleton Barn Sunset” by Chris Hamilton

o “77Z7”—Black bear taking a nap by Matt Huntley
» “Beaver Creek Nuclear Sunset” by Cass Girvin

» “Two Fox Kits” by Alana Mauritzen

The four categories and all finalists are:

 Beautiful Landscapes and Streetscapes: Katie Hick-
son, Cassidy Girvin, Nick Palastro (2 submissions),
Chris Hamilton

 Native Plants & Wildlife: Dorothy Kray, Cassidy
Girvin, Matt Huntley, Malcolm Andrews, Robin
Eshleman

» Wonderful Waters: Cassidy Girvin (2), Nat White,
Bob Golub, Travis W. Rogers

« Youth Category: Charlotte Clements, Tobin Yates,
Claire Ke, Alana Mauritzen, Quinn Nelson

All finalists receive a one-year PEC membership and

have their work featured in PEC’s upcoming online Slide-
Share website (see below). Winners in each adult cate-
gory receive a $75 gift certificate to a nearby restaurant
participating in PEC’s “Buy Fresh, Buy Local” program.
The Youth Category winner receives their choice of a $75
iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon gift card.

You can view the work of all of the finalists at PEC’s
SlideShare  site:  https://www.slideshare.net/pecva/
pec-photo-contest-finalists-2020.

The Piedmont Environmental Council thanks every-
one who submitted images and who voted.

§ Fuog/InterBuild, Inc.

Builder e Contractor ¢ Excavation

540-338-2306

800-432-3864

P.O. Box 237 ¢ Purcellville, VA 20132 e Website: www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

®

Horse Barns, Arenas, Garages, Metal Buildings, Commercial Workshops,
Hobby Barns, Site Work & Excavation, Butler Pre-Engineered Buildings.

Fax: 540-338-3015

est. 1981 Serving Our Customers for over 39 Years
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IT SEEMS TO ME, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Fires Complicate Wider Rollout” describes challeng-
es that EV manufacturers have had with Lithium-ion
batteries that power the car. As a result of unexplained
battery fires, General Motors is recalling 69,000 Bolt
cars worldwide. The article states that “Bolt owners
shouldn’t park their cars in their garages before bring-
ing their vehicles to dealerships to limit the batteries’
charging capacity to 90 percent until a perma-
nent fix can be found ...” Hyundai, Ford and
BMW have also issued recalls for new battery
powered cars in recent months.

EV car fires are still very rare, statistics show
that car fires are 20 to 50 times more prevalent
in gas driven cars. This I explained by the fact
that EVs represent approximately 1.5 percent
of cars on the road in the U.S. but, it is sure to
increase as the numbers of EVs increase. Al-
most all gas powered car fires are the result of a
collision, they don’t just burst into flame sitting
in the garage.

Don’t get me wrong, I love EVs. To plug my
car in overnight and drive away in the morning
without worrying about getting gas is a great
idea. Unfortunately like all new ideas, the hard
details of owning an EV will eventually intrude
into your life. Battery manufacturers are doing
their best to make batteries smaller, lighter and
have greater mileage between charges.

They are also trying new combinations of materi-
als to meet these ends. The science of battery design
is continuously in a state of improvement. Any mass
market product like a car places many constraints
such as cost, reparability and safety on car design-
ers. There is a learning curve in manufacturing a new
component such as a lithium-ion battery for auto-
mobiles.

Car manufacturers have been building internal com-
bustion powered vehicles for over 100 years and have
ironed out most the problems over the years and now
produce a reliable and safe car. The same can’t be said
for EVs. We are at the beginning of the learning curve
and new problems will pop up out of nowhere that have
to be solved to make EVs a safe choice for everyday liv-
ing. Forcing consumers to buy only EVs when Califor-
nia’s law comes into effect, doesn’t help, because many
problems with EVs safety still have not yet been solved.

In this article I will only discuss the battery prob-
lems with electric cars. There are other problems with
a full replacement of the internal combustion engine
car with an EV. Considerations such as cost, battery
life, driving range, resale value and reparability of an
EV will be left for a future article.

All modern EVs use a Lithium—-ion battery. This bat-
tery is composed of cells that are made of various met-

Fire fighters battling an Electric Vehicle Fire. Photo Credit: Website,
WonderfulEngineering.com, “This is how you handle a fire in an Electric Vehicle”
April 21, 2019.

als, plastics, graphite and a very flammable electrolyte.
The materials are usually in the form of a long strip that
is rolled up into a broom stick width and stuffed into a
metal tube, sort of like longer “C” cell that we are all
familiar with. As noted previously, battery chemistry
is in a state of flux with different manufacturers trying
different combinations of materials to get a maximum
energy density in a small size. The energy density of
a battery determines the number of miles the car will
travel before a recharge is needed.

So how many individual cells make up a battery in an
EV? The answer is as many as 7,100 in a Tesla Model S.
Its battery pack which weighs 1,200 Ibs. is placed under
the body of the car and represents approximately 22
percent of the cost of the car. The GM Bolt has a smaller
number of batteries, 288 cells. These battery packs have
to be cooled by air or liquids to prevent overheating.
They also need to be heated in low temperature envi-
ronments in order to prevent degradation.

So what is causing battery fires? These fires are
caused by what is known as “Thermal runaway.” If one
of the 7,100 cells is overloaded either by an internal
manufacturing defect, an internal short circuit caused
by aging, excessive heat or cold or damaged in a colli-
sion, the cell overheats, bursts and catches on fire. The
electrolyte is flammable and the fire soon spreads to
the adjourning cells, which causes a chain reaction that
engulfs the entire car. Temperatures over 1,000
degrees are typically produced in such fires.

Firefighters are faced with unique problems
with EVs. In some cases, putting out an EV fire
requires jacking up the side of the car and flood-
ing the underside with water. Contacting a live
battery is a hazard. The battery cells are hooked
up in such a manner to produce approximately
400 volts of Direct Current for the car’s motors.
This is less than the 600 volts of the Metro third
rail line but will kill you just as quickly.

Collisions are especially insidious, there may
be no apparent damage to the vehicle but the
battery cells may be internally damaged and
burst into flames hours or days later.

Operating the battery under temperature
extremes, excessive charging or discharging
cycles or just plain aging changes the internal
battery chemistry which can lead to fires. In
some cases, batteries develop what are called
“dendrites.” These are miniature deposits of
metal in the insides of a battery cell. It’s a microscop-
ic version of stalagmites that develop on the floor of
caves. These dendrites silently grow inside the battery
until they pierce an insulator and short circuit the bat-
tery cell. Then the battery caches fires and undergoes
thermal runaway.

These are some of the problems of EV batteries.
Many resources on the web are available that explain
the state of the art of EV battery development. I suggest
you review them if you are seriously considering own-
ing an EV. There is no doubt in my mind that many of
these problems mentioned can and will be solved but,
as evidenced by the recent recalls of many different EV
models, more extensive research and development is
needed before a safe and reliable EV is sold to the gen-
eral public.

Joe LaFiandra writes a regular column, “It seems to me”
for the Blue Ridge Leader.

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

with my assessment that there’s something funny going
on betweean reality, relativity and parts of our locality —
at least to my finding. Things are never quite what you
(or at least I) would expect them to be: distances can be
misleading, time can speed up and slow down, and bend
between the past and present; the feeling of deja vu is
commonplace — and I love living and reliving the re-
verse phenomenon of the Heisenberg uncertainty prin-
ciple: rather than being the catalyst for change in my
environment, I constantly find that my experiences and
surroundings make a profound effect on me. I distinctly
recall these sensations on visiting the George Marshall
Home - Dodona Manor - in Leesburg, from my first visit
20 years back to a recent photo tour.

But — time and space, again, agrees to dance in our
rhythm and we slip back to our main theme, Fireman’s
Field in Purcellville. I'd heard of the place before I’d even
entered Loudoun County; as the incoming News Direc-
tor at Wage Radio in the summer of 1997, I’d listened (on

an old-fashioned cassette tape sent through the mail) to
some of the latest newscasts by the young man I’d be re-
placing — Butler Cain, who had served a year and graduat-
ed to greener pastures: one of his stories told of the Babe
Ruth League World Series coming to Loudoun County — to
Fireman’s Field in fact — and that seemed about the big-
gest thing since cereal in a box. So this place came to cast
a sort of mystical sparkle-dust about the air each time I'd
hear - or speak — its name. I had to learn more.

Some of the locals filled me in on a bit of the history
and unique character of the park and its facilities. Pub-
lic use of the space dated back to the late 1800’s, with
the Bush Tabernacle’s construction a few decades later,
used initially for temperance meetings and religious
gatherings. The Town’s Volunteer Fire Department took
custodianship of the Park in the late 1940’s — hence the
popular name we still use today — even though the first
responders — within the past generation - handed own-
ership over to the Town. Lots of history, events, dates
and more attendees answered a call to this spot than
estimation could provide. One local news source told

me emphatically that Patsy Cline had once appeared at
what many now call the Purcellville Skating Rink. And
the Ball Field: those involved in the Babe Ruth World Se-
ries Organization called the sporting shrine a ‘miniature
Camden Yards’ — a veritable Field of Dreams. And so, it
must be — having hosted — at least to my count — about a
half-dozen of the youth baseball championships.

So; little wonder, then, that my first official hike
around these hallowed grounds gave me so much fodder
for thought, feeling, memory and imagination. I mar-
vel at the number of souls having visited this spot over
the past century and more — the activities engaged in,
the energy expended in organizing and carrying out the
events — and the emotions of all the people who enjoyed
— or at least experienced — the gatherings.

I'm telling myself that I'm not the first to have un-
dergone what I describe as the reverse Heisenberg un-
certainty principle; lots of folks have changed — mostly
for the better, I'm guessing — for their visits - formal or
informal — to the acreage and facilities off South Nursery
Avenue and 20th Street in Purcellville.
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TRANSPORTATION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
transportation demand management proj-
ects. Virginia’s SMART SCALE scores proj-
ects on factors of safety, congestion reduc-
tion, accessibility, land use, environmental
quality, and economic development.

The Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation and the Virginia Department of
Rail and Public Transportation are state
agencies reporting to the Secretary of
Transportation, focused on the move-
ment of people and goods throughout the
Commonwealth. VDOT is responsible for
building, maintaining and operating the
state’s roads, bridges and tunnels. DRPT’s
primary areas of activity are rail, public
transportation, and commuter services,
working with local, regional, state, and
federal governments, as well as private
entities to provide support projects and
programs. The agencies will provide in-
formation on the draft FY 2021-2026 Six-
Year Improvement Program.

The Northern Virginia Transportation
Authority is a regional body focused on
delivering real transportation solutions
and value for Northern Virginia’s trans-
portation dollars by bringing Northern
Virginia jurisdictions and agencies to-
gether to prioritize projects and im-
plement solutions. The Authority will
provide information on the recently ad-
opted FY2020-2025 Six Year Program,;
the update to TransAction, Northern Vir-
ginia’s long-range transportation plan;

COVID-19 Transportation Impacts and
Opportunities; the Regional Multi-Mod-
al Mobility Program (RM3P); and NoVA
Gateway, a new tool that allows stream-
lined search capabilities for real-time
NVTA-funded project status updates.
The Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission advances a robust and re-
liable public transit network to support
communities in Northern Virginia. NVTC
will provide updated information about
the Commuter Choice program, which
makes the Northern Virginia transporta-
tion network better for commuters by in-
vesting toll revenues into public transit
and other multimodal projects along two
expressway corridors, I-66 and I-395/95.
The Virginia Railway Express has been
providing commuter rail service between
Central and Northern Virginia and the
District of Columbia since 1992. As a
participant in the commonwealth’s $3.9
billion Transforming Rail in Virginia pro-
gram, VRE has many station-improve-
ment and maintenance-and-storage fa-
cility projects at various levels of imple-
mentation. VRE will provide an overview
of its projects and highlight several that
have received financial support from
funding agencies participating in the
Dec. 8, regional transportation meeting.
If you need more information, or spe-
cial assistance for persons with disabili-
ties, or limited English proficiency, con-
tact VDOT Civil Rights at 703-259-1775.
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and North Carolina line. I remember its cool-
ness, but even though we were near the top of
Cedar Mountain, the counselors had us focused
inward on swimming, learning to shoot a .22 ri-
fle and for some reason, making lanyards. The
camp highlight was tackling Sliding Rock, sit-
ting on our backsides and letting the cold wa-
ter race us to a swimming hole some sixty feet
away. My shorts were shredded.

I followed the Blue Ridge to college, spent
in Lexington in the Shenandoah Valley. We’d
often take dates and blankets to the Blue
Ridge Parkway and watch the sun set over the
Alleghanies to the west. Mystical times, but
chill set in quickly at that elevation so sun-
set-viewing soon gave in to fraternity life back
in town.

Flash forward some thirty years and I'm in
Virginia with the Blue Ridge in sight every
day. I’'ve often said that Loudoun is the best
location in the country, given its proximity to
bay and mountains, history and metropoles.
We’ve found that it’s also a great jumping off
place for short excursions. Skyline Drive is an
obvious one we’ve done several times, most
recently with a friend from near Middleburg.
We were exercising sports cars but the 35-
mph speed limit boredom quickly gave way to
gawking happily from overlook to overlook,
eastward to farms and villages, and westward
across the Shenandoah to the Alleghanies.
These were special sights, looking down at the
endless valley and outward to high ridges to
the west.

Closer to home is Bears Den and stand-
ing atop its huge boulders, taking in the vast
scenery and perhaps dreaming. A bit further
and to the north, right on the Mason-Dixon
Line is Pen Mar Overlook. A spur of the Blue
Ridge carries the Appalachian Trail to a scene
similar to Bears Den. The panorama is of rich
farmlands in Pennsylvania, carefully tended
and prosperous looking. They stretch end-
lessly and remind us that man can touch the
earth gently.

Not so gentle was our downhill drive from
the top of the Blue Ridge to its bottom, down
near Tazewell in southwest Virginia. The 30-
mile stretch of road is called “the Back of the
Dragon” (with its own Wikipedia page.) It de-
pends on how you count them, but there are
somewhere between 260 and 438 turns, al-
most all of them cambered hairpins. The cam-
ber, or banking, means that one can take the
curve at higher speeds, but few dare. It was a
blast, as was a shorter downhill stretch closer
to home, leaving Skyline Drive downwards to-
wards Luray. We will definitely do that again.

The Blue Ridge are among the oldest moun-
tains on earth, conveying softness. We see
them every day from our front porch. As the
sun sets, there’s a glow over the Blue Ridge.
Often the entire western sky is golden. Other
times there’s a narrowing sliver of red, mark-
ing the sun’s final descent over the Blue Ridge
Mountains.”

Charles Houston developed office buildings in
Atlanta, and has lived in Paeonian Springs for
over 20 years.

VIEW FROM THE RIDGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

interview. They are, notes the arti-
cle, “the next generation” of Father
John Chapman’s companies, and are
“launching a few projects of their own.”

“Their latest undertaking,” con-
tinues the article, is Trail’s End, and
they are proud to have gotten the
Town’s Board of Architectural Re-
view to “approve” the project’s design.
But, a site plan for Trail’s End — which
would show how it would impact its
residential, Hatcher Avenue neigh-
borhood, why it’s prudent to demolish
three old homes, and the wisdom of lo-
cating a 54,285 square-foot, three-sto-
ry building in a residential neighbor-
hood - has not been submitted.

Please go away

The Vineyard Square project (an ap-
proximately 150,000-square-foot
mixed-use building for commercial
and condominium space) is even more
massive and disruptive, with the devel-
opers still seeking financing, and going
this way and that to keep the project
going for some five to ten years, now.
Is this how citizens — old and new
- want to see Purcellville age?
The developers laid out their vision for
historic downtown Purcellville in that
recent high-profile media interview.
This is, simply, “infill” they say. The
perfect replacement, for “vacant or un-
der-used parcels within areas that are
already developed.” Well, not really.
The two projects, it is argued, are
replacing an aging historic down-
town with new stuff, avoiding Town
annexations, reviving “under-uti-
lized” space, to “better utilize” an
“already  developed  downtown.”
But, again, is this how citizens — old
and new — want to see Purcellville age?
Today’s center of historic down-
town, with a few gathering places,
and sections of open space, Nichols
Hardware, a beautiful old barn that
is now the successful Magnolia’s at
the Mill restaurant, and the lovely old
train station looks pretty good to us.
The developers of Vineyard Square
and Trail’s End say the area is “in
desperate need of rebirth.” But
does rebirth need to be so big, so
disruptive, and so destructive?
The developers are also asking that
the streetscape that has been in
place for well over a hundred years
be changed, “extending” O Street so
they can get the density they want,
at great cost to the taxpayers.
The developers say that, on some is-
sues, they are just waiting for “dem-
olition permits to be signed by town
staff ... [that] The mayor and the
county have on record expressed sup-
port for more housing options similar

to the project we are proposing. We
are trying to be part of the solution.”
In truth, particularly vis a vis the may-
or, no such “support” is forthcoming.
Please. Slow the heck down!

Development Details: The “Vineyard
Square” development

In September 2020, the Blue Ridge
Leader reported that “Developers”
were seeking a “last minute redo” of
the Vineyard Square project. As we
reported at the time, “Trying to beat
the expiration date of their approved
project, Vineyard Square, the develop-
ers of the project are looking to change
their plans from ‘Tuxury living in the
heart of Virginia’s wine country’ to
‘workforce housing.” This, [we noted)]
according to a meeting requested by a
Vineyard Square representative, Casey
Chapman...”

Instead of the approved 40 hous-
ing units [our article continued], the
Chapmans are proposing 70 to 80
units — double the approved number
... The project — which has pitted Vine-
yard Square developers against down-
town Purcellville historians, conserva-
tionists, and the public for years — now
faces an expiration deadline of Feb. 16,
2021 for their Certificates of Design
Approval. If developers do not start
the project by that date, then the Vine-
yard Square plan will be void.

The “Trail’s End” development

As the BRL reported in October, Ca-
sey Chapman and partners have pre-
sented a rendering of a second major
new residential/commercial develop-
ment on Hatcher Avenue. This one is
located near where Hatcher meets
the W&OD Trail. The area marks
the start of the old part of Town,
and is just about behind Magnolia’s.
Called Trail’s End, the project would
demolish three homes on Hatch-
er and replace them with commer-
cial on the bottom floor, and dense
residential on the top two stories.
Chapman is also asking that the old
street and avenue configurations in
the area, present pretty much since
Purcellville was founded, be changed
to speed vehicle access to the dozens
and dozens of new residences and
businesses that he hopes to bring in as
buyers and renters.

A false choice

In his recent media interview, Sam
Chapman said, “The developers also
see the project as contributing to the
Agri-tourism industry in western
Loudoun ... We are creating a gath-
ering place. Hopefully by doing these
projects it creates a reason to come
into downtown Purcellville and spend

more time ... You have two options,
you can either annex land into town,
which is sprawl, or you can choose in-
fill development. We chose very inten-
tionally not to go out and buy farmland
and to focus on infill development.”
The two options described here,
are, indeed, a false choice. Purcell-
ville can continue to revitalize its
historic downtown, for sure — but, by
replicating and growing the Magno-
lia’s, train station, open space, etc.
scenario ... not by razing everything
and starting over with development
projects like Trail’s End and Vine-
yard Square — aka, Anywhere USA.

A recent Town staff report said this of
Trail’s End:

“The scale is out of character for the
streetscape in the immediate vicini-
ty of Hatcher Avenue. The proposed
single three-story building has much
greater mass than the three individual
principle structure it seeks to replace.”

Treasured history from www.
loudounhistory.org

Purcellville was part of a land grant
by Lord Fairfax in the 1700s. Men
named Dillion, and Vickers, and Taylor
were the early “business prospectors”
here, with at least one opening an “or-
dinary” — a combination store and inn.
(www.loudounhistory.org)

One New York Times correspondent
didn’t see the appeal, writing, in 1862,
that the Town “cannot be dignified
with the title of a village, consisting of
a few straggling houses [on the turn-
pike heading west from] Leesburgh”
[original spelling] ...

Stagecoaches arrived in 1841, a rail-
road stop came in 1874. Town public
schools date back to 1883. The Town
suffered a number of devastating fires
in the early nineteen hundreds.

Magnolia’s at the Mill restaurant
has taken over the original Orchard
Grass Seed Mill owned by Contee Ad-
ams Lynn, Sr., (aka “Mr. Orchid Grass”).
The grass seed was used as packing
material (including for WWII muni-
tions), and animal feed, among other
things. The old railroad depot, now the
end of the WO&D bike trail, was
once the next to last stop on Wash-
ington & Old Dominion Railroad.
“Contee Adams loved people and his-
tory. One of his favorite reminiscences
was when, as a teenager, he picked up
John Singleton Mosby at the Marshall
railroad station and drove the aged
Confederate veteran to the Cobbler
Mountains, a few miles southwest of
Marshall. Mosby was trying to remem-
ber where he had hidden a mountain
howitzer, and neither could I and a
search party in the late 1980s [find
it]...”
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DR, MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

have in common with that person.

Accept. Gaining insight and self-
awareness around problems allows
you to make the important changes
you might want to make in your life,
including being more accepting of
your family members, co-workers, and
friends when it comes to politics. Get-
ting yourself to a place where you can
accept differences, will lead you to ex-
periencing more positive thoughts, and
you will be a much more agreeable per-
son.

Let go. Deciding to let go of
something very upsetting usually takes
patience and time, but after working on
acceptance, it will be your next step.

DON'T ...

Rub it in. Nobody likes a know-it-all.
So, reminding others that you are right
about Trump or Biden will only upset
those with opposing views.

Keep fighting. Theress also little to
no value in continuing to debate, argue
or fight over Trump or Biden. Fighting
will only cause you more conflict in
your relationships and more negative
emotions. The election is over. We will
all need to figure out a way to get along
after things are finalized, regardless of
who we voted for.

Overdose on news. Given that this is
an election year, the media coverage has
been non-stop. It seems that Fox News
and CNN, for example, report something
controversial and attention grabbing
about Trump or Biden or members of
the Republican or Democratic Party ev-
ery five minutes, and we’ve all been con-
ditioned to check-in way too frequently.

Take the bait. The next time
someone says something disparaging

about your candidate or political party,
reacting emotionally may seem like the
right thing to do, but defense on de-
fense will just escalate things. Instead of
reacting to an attack such as “Trump’s
a narcissist,” or “Biden’s senile,” simply
be aware of how you’re feeling emotion-
ally.

Beat up on yourself for taking the
bait. Practicing mindfulness requires
effort and patience. So, the next time
you react strongly to someone for
challenging your political position,
domt spend too much time punishing
yourself. Allow yourself to become
aware of what happened and why, and
then forgive yourself.

While mindfulness as a practice
will likely help you with many of your
Trump or Biden woes, it’s not a panacea.
It’s also okay to have friends who you
disagree with politically. Only you can
decide on that.

The significant political disharmo-
ny between conservatives and liberals
we’ve sadly become accustomed to like-
ly won’t go away any time soon. How
you manage yourself internally and
in relation to others is in your control.
Guided meditation is a wonderful way
to practice mindfulness. American au-
thor and teacher of mindfulness, Susan
Kaiser Greenland, created a wonderful
7-minute guided meditation on how we
all have something in common. If poli-
tics continue to upset you, perhaps Ms.
Greenland’s meditation could be help-
ful: https://soundcloud.com/susankai-
sergreenland/just-like-me.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike”
is a clinical psychologist in private prac-
tice. He can be reached at 703-723-2999,
and is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza,
Suite 240, Ashburn.

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

As a teenager, I loved watching
the television show, Scrubs. I’ve been
re-watching the show lately, and do-
ing so has reminded me of how far
I’'ve come since I watched the show
last (right after the accident where 1
sustained second- and third-degree
burns). The Season 8 finale, when J.
D. (Zack Braff) says goodbye to the
hospital he’s worked at for eight
years, is especially poignant.

“As for the future...it could be
whatever I want it to be,” Braff
says at the end of the episode. He
then proceeds to watch his vision
of the future unfold in front of
him, to the tune of “The Book of
Love.” “The book of love is long and
boring...” Marriage. A beautiful cel-
ebration of Christmas with his new
family. I used to watch this montage
and long for what I saw unfolding

on the screen. This Christmas, I’ll
be marveling that 11 years later, my
wife and I will be celebrating our first
Christmas together. I’ll be reflecting
on this sad, challenging year, while
also recognizing that it has been one
of the happiest of my life because of
my marriage. I think we can hold
these two feelings in tandem—the
intense grief over all this year has
brought us, including the deaths of
more than 245,000 Americans, and
counting, due to Covid-19, as well
as the unique joys and gifts this year
has given us—even if it means we
have to look a little harder for them
than usual.

Samuel Moore-Sobel is the author
of Can You See My Scars? You can
find his book on Amazon — it makes
a great inspirational gift for the hol-
idays.

PAINT THE HALLS,
PAINT THE WALLS

« Custom Residential « Power Washing Siding
Interior & Exterior and Decks

« Exterior Wood « Deck Staining and
Replacement Sealing

* Wallpaper Removal
* Honest and

* Drywall Repair
* Every Job Owner-

service available.

JOE FLEMING PAINTING CONTRACTORS
703-771-1494 | Cell 703-431-7751
www.joeflemingpainting.com

W e -

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

KOHLER GENERAC

WINCO NSCO5 g

Quality Generators Since 1927

Dependable Supervised = (1
We are committed to Mechanics + Licensed and Insured
providing you with the * Inside and Out Gutter . FREE Estimates
best work and customer Cleaning
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DULLES TOWN CENTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

But, that change didn’t occur by accident. It occurred
because companies like Centennial — a team that has
stoked-the-retail-fires for more than half a century
now - has the ability to make great things happen. You
want it? We got it! That’s the way they get things done.

The Dulles Town Center’s Loudoun County link

“We’re honored that Centennial has been selected to
manage a property in such a vibrant and high-growth
location,” says Whitney Livingston, COO of Centennial.

“At Centennial Advisory Services, we specialize in
transforming shopping centers into redefined spaces
well-suited to the lifestyle of tomorrow’s consumers
- something we look forward to doing at Dulles Town
Center as well.”

In that recent press release, Centennial also said:
“From strategic merchandising plans to an experience
blueprint, innovative experiential mar-
keting and customized place-making
solutions, Centennial has a unique vi-
sion for the future of retail real estate
that has led to the successful reposition-
ing and redevelopment of retail proper-
ties in key markets from coast to coast.

“The robust services platform Cen-
tennial has built perfectly positions the
firm to help retail real estate owners
navigate today’s complex post-COVID
recovery period while also planning for
future value creation.”

Said Chuck Taylor, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Client Services, Centennial Advi-
sory Services, “Centennial is a thought
leader with extensive experience in as-
set management and transformation
within the retail real estate market,
which is why shopping center owners
and developers in top markets through-
out the country are entrusting their property man-
agement to our dedicated Advisory Services team ...
we will be working hand-in-hand with the shopping
center’s existing tenants to help them through the dif-
ficulties COVID has posed, and to institute a new hos-
pitality-themed focus and customer experience that we
expect will ultimately attract new tenants to the prop-
erty...”

Dulles Town Center is Loudoun County’s only su-
per-regional mall. The center includes more than 160
fine stores and restaurants featuring Macy’s, JC Pen-
ney, LA Fitness, Regal Dulles Town Center 10 Cine-
mas, Dick’s Sporting Goods, and Sears. The two-level
center features a dominant selection of highly desired
national brand names including Forever 21, H&M, The
Cheesecake Factory, Ann Taylor, Pink, Bare Minerals,
Banana Republic, Francesca’s, Pandora, Victoria’s Se-
cret, Hollister, LOFT, Abercrombie & Fitch, and more.

Welcome, change

People in the know are very clear that there is a
transformation taking place in this industry. Shoppers

and consumers are changing and the places they go for
goods and services are changing, too.

Livingston explained the company’s point-of-view
on this issue: “Top-level industry insiders have been
asking about the future of retail now more than ever
before. We all knew there would be a shakeup over
time. The industry is overbuilt, and changing consumer
demands require retailers to innovate, something some
retailers simply can’t do in time to remain at the top
of their game. Now, however, COVID-19 is creating an
expedited version of Darwin’s ‘survival of the fittest’
theory in the retail industry.

“So, while there absolutely will be financial fall-out
from temporary shopping center and retailer COVID-19
shut-downs, we feel confident the retail industry as a
whole will rebound. And, when the smoke clears, malls
and retailers with the vision to deliver what consumers

want will not only survive, but thrive.”

Centennial: retail — and change - run through their veins

Rooted in retail since 1997, Centennial is focused on
shaping the evolution of American retail by creating a
superior multi-faceted shopping experience.

The website www.Centennial REC.com lauds the
company’s “50 Years of Real Estate Heritage,” and high-
lights “7 Dominant Properties in 6 States,” “7.3 Million
Square Feet tailored to Communities,” and “1,144 Re-
tail Partners.”

The company’s CEO, Steven Levin, is immersed in
what the website describes as “the joys and nuances of
retail.” Levin took his father’s “value-priced women’s
store” (Margie’s, founded in 1953), and grew it into “60
stores throughout the Southwest ...

“Drawing from an authentic heritage and a retailer’s
perspective, Centennial has the expertise and desire to
create modern, community-centric destinations for the
next generation,” notes the website.

Centennial’s portfolio includes Brazos Mall in Lake
Jackson, Texas, Connecticut Post Mall in Milford, Con-
necticut, Fox Valley Mall in Aurora, Illinois, Hawthorn
Mall in Vernon Hills, Illinois, MainPlace Mall in Santa

Ana, California, Pueblo Mall in Pueblo, Colorado, and
Vancouver Mall in Vancouver, Washington.

Centennial also likes to highlight its popular SEE
Centennial  sustainability/efficiency  environmen-
tal program. “At Centennial,” says the company,
“we believe the next evolution of a shopping center
is a greener one. Our commitment to being a respon-
sible community member drives us to understand
and positively influence our ecological footprint ...
“ ... In order to live our values, we’ve developed an in-
ternal sustainability roadmap, branded as SEE Centen-
nial. With a focus on Sustainability, Efficiency and the
Environment, it guides how we approach new projects
and manage our existing properties day-to-day.

Looking Forward

While Centennial is in the very beginning stages of
developing a future Dulles Town Center plan, it will
likely re-purpose some underperforming re-
tail space with complementary mixed uses, as
it has done successfully with its own proper-
ties nationwide.

One of the hallmarks of Centennial’s suc-
cess has been the ability to envision what’s
possible for a property, and to create an action
plan that will help transform the asset into
an even more dominant player in its market.
Dulles Town Center is in a stellar location that
is convenient for people to visit while in the
Washington area, and it has long served the
area well.

Centennial also knows that, while Dulles
Town Center is poised for growth, that growth
depends on re-imagining a future that ap-
peals to the lifestyle of tomorrow’s shoppers.
That’s Centennial’s specialty - it’s what this
company does best, and it’s why it was hired
for the job.

Said Livingston, the Dulles Town Center
endeavor is a “special project” for her company. “It’s a
really exceptional location,” she continued, “one of a
kind,” and everyone is “committed to create something
that matches its uniqueness.”

“This is a complex, complicated effort that requires
a solution unique to the property,” she said. “We have
a discovery process which takes a holistic approach,
looking at every aspect of the property in an innovative
way. We listen to the community, including commu-
nity groups. And, we remember that yesterday’s malls
were built for a very different consumer. It’s our job to
take those ‘bones’ and reinvent them for tomorrow’s
consumer, something I consider our company’s ‘se-
cret sauce’ for the location.

“We call that ‘placemaking,” and it’s the convergence
of inventive design, activation, and accretive merchan-
dising. There may be parks, plazas, whatever creates
the perfect fit for the community. Dulles Town Center
won’t fit into any ‘cookie cutter’ model. What works for
the Dulles Town Center must be unique to this partic-
ular property, which is why we look at the space as 1.3
million square feet of opportunity.”

BEST GIFT EVER CONTEST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

place, $45 to second place, and $25 to third place.

is legible. Can’t wait to hear from you, kids.

We will be handing out cold, hard cash — $75 to first

It’s free to enter. Please make sure you include your
name, address, and phone number. Please make sure it

TAKE LOUDOUN HOME, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

year, and we couldn’t be more proud. But we aren’t
out of the woods yet,” Loudoun Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO Tony Howard said. “This
holiday season, please think about the businesses
that make your life special: the restaurant on the
corner, the farm you drive past every day, or your

favorite store across town. To ensure their surviv-
al and success in 2021, please make plans to take
Loudoun Home for the Holidays.”

To review a full list of participating tree farms,
artisan gift shops, locally-sourced food, restau-
rants, retail, accommodations and more, please
visit TakeLoudounHome.com.
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BURIAL SITE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

other ceremony participants were State
Regent LeAnn Turbyfill and District VIII
Director Margaret Stromberg; Ketoctin
Chapter officers Nancy Watford, Gail
Lataille, Joan Whitener, Stacey Bassett,
Erin Smith, and Sandra Hodges; Stone
Bridge Chapter Regent Sherryl Belinsky,
Cameron Parish Chapter Regent Shawn
Beyer, Fort Loudoun Chapter Regent

Sara Boppe. The Sons of the American
Revolution were represented by officers
Bill Schwetke, Charles Jameson, Jim
Simmons, Leamon Duncan, Ken Bonner,
and Dale Corey. Chaplain Pat Brouwer
gave the invocation. David Weiss repre-
sented the Clarke County Board of Su-
pervisors, and Nancy Watford, Lindsey
Hope, Melody Cavicchi, Joan Whitener,
Susan Webber, and Linda Sittig served
as hosts.

COOKING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

pan to smother the flames and turn off
the burner. Do not remove the lid until
the pan is completely cooled. Remem-
ber, never pour water on a grease fire.
For an oven fire, immediately turn off
the heat and close the oven door.
When in doubt, get out then call 9-1-1.

Close the door behind you to help con-
tain the fire.

Working smoke alarms save lives.
Never disconnect the smoke alarms in
your home, especially while cooking. For
additional fire prevention information
visit loudoun.gov/firemarshal or contact
Lisa Braun, Public Education Manager, at
571-258-3222.

EVENTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Holiday Lights Tour, map available on
Saturday, Dec. 5

Sign up to have your home or busi-
ness on the annual Holiday Lights Tour
map. Homes and town businesses that
are signed up will be added to a map that
will be made available on the Purcellville
Parks and Recreation Facebook page,
the Christmas in Purcellville Facebook
page, and the Town website in the Events
and Activities section. Unfortunately, bus
tours won’t be provided this year.

Virtual Holiday Market, Dec. 6 — 12

This year’s market will be held virtually.
Local businesses, and those who have par-
ticipated in the market will be featured on
the Christmas in Purcellville Facebook page.

Virtual Ornament Workshop, Saturday, Dec. 12

The holiday ornament workshop will

be virtual this year. Watch for a video that
will show you how to make ornaments on
your own. The video will be published on
the Christmas in Purcellville Facebook
page as well as the Purcellville Parks and
Recreation Facebook page on Saturday,
Dec. 12. There will be a list of the supplies
you need along with step-by-step instruc-
tions about how to make pretty orna-
ments for your home.

Virtual Lego Train Display, Saturday, Dec. 12

Since the public will not be able to view
the Lego Train Display in person, staff
is planning a video of the popular dis-
play. Watch for that on the Christmas in
Purcellville Facebook page and the Pur-
cellville Parks and Recreation Facebook
page on Dec. 12.

For more information, visit the Events
and Activities page of the Town of Purcell-
ville website.

SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

Inova Loudoun Hospital, MainStreet
Bank, MVB Bank, One Hour Heating &
Air Conditioning. Gold Sponsors: Crop-
pMetcalfe, Loudoun Now, National
Sports Medicine Institute, Sandy Spring
Bank, Saul Centers, Summit Communi-
ty Bank, The National Conference Cen-

ter. Livestream Sponsor: Google Data
Centers. Multimedia Sponsor, Blue Lion
Multimedia; Media Sponsor, Loudoun
Times-Mirror; Program Sponsor, Copy
General; Business Partner, Loudoun
County Department of Economic Devel-
opment; Community Partner, Econom-
ic Development Authority of Loudoun
County, Virginia.

Get local news 24 hours a day,
7 days a week at

BlueRidgeLeader.com

Follow us on Facebook
@blueridgeleader

NOTICE

ASPHALT
PAVINGA

WINTER SPECIAL

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES « DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS * PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES » GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK » ASPHALT MILLINGS

.yaurkousejmtbzg mgﬁ mpmkymrwfudeq,nrwm -'
install as Weas one Mfmmm
Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates « Fast Service « Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(571) 255-9187

1343218 Licensed and Insured
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CLE

ExXCEPTIONAL RENTAL

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Apartment
Yery Clean!
Located in The Piedmont Hunt

GREAT AFFORDABLE RENT IN THE MIINILE OF EVERYTHING

Chn a beautiful, gated, sale, quiel
Mlichdlebuwrg Garm with Bloe Ridge views

Call (301) 514-8114

PREVENT FROZEN PIPES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

house. This trickle should be a
steady stream the size of the lead
in a pencil.

« Ifyour pipes freeze, never thaw

a pipe with an open flame or a
space heater. A hair dryer can be
used if there is no standing water
in the area.

If there is no water throughout your
house and you have determined that
it is not a frozen line within the home,
your water meter may be frozen. Con-
tact the Leesburg Department of Utili-
ties at 703-771-2750 (Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or the Lees-
burg Police Department non-emergen-
cy number at 703-771-4500 outside of
regular business hours for assistance.

SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Advertise With us)

-]
adVertise@blueridgeléader.co
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DR. BILL'S LIGHTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As the years went by, displays became
more and more elaborate—some synchro-
nized to music played on a radio frequen-
cy, animated displays, and inflated Santas,
reindeer, sleighs, and elves. And there
were those houses with so many lights
piled on them that surely astronauts could
see them from the International Space
Station.

When he lived in Fairfax, Dr. Bill and
his wife would make the rounds of neigh-
borhood displays with the invaluable as-
sistance of a website called Holly’s Tacky
Christmas Lights. But after moving to
Loudoun, when the couple started out
to view the lights, they had no map to
guide them to the best and the brightest.
So, in 2017 he started a Facebook page—
Loudoun Christmas Lights—complete
with a map.

What Bill Incatasciato has learned as
the page and community enthusiasm have
grown to 100 posts and 8,000 followers is
just how much the real delight of the sea-
son comes from enjoying one another’s
creativity. And at no time in recent mem-
ory has that been truer that this year of
COVID-19, Zoom video conferencing, and
divisive politics.

To relieve yourself of stress and anx-
iety this holiday, Dr. Bill’s 2020 tour of
Loudoun’s lights might be just the right

SERVICES, LLCi##

A1 LANDSCAPING

www.LuckettsLandscaping.cbn; :

medicine. “The light displays and tours
of them,” he says, “help us take a brighter
view of the future and make us realize that
things will get better.”

Everyone is invited to participate in
Loudoun Christmas Lights by:

» liking, following, and sharing the

page,

« sending photos and locations of

light displays, and

» visiting the displays and appreciat-

ing the effort put into them.

To access the gallery of displays and
maps to them, visit the Loudoun Christ-
mas Lights Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/LoudounChristmasLights/.
There you can view a gallery of decked-
out homes and find them on a Google map
where you can also organize your personal
driving tour.

“The magic of the displays isn’t who
made them or why, but that when we look
at them, we get to enter a world of imag-
ination,” as Dr. Incatasciato reminds us
with a song from Willy Wonka & the Choc-
olate Factory:

Come with me and you’ll be

In a world of pure imagination

Take a look and you’ll see

Into your imagination

We’'ll begin with a spin

Travelling in the world of my creation

What we’ll see will defy explanation...

PROPERTY TAXES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

category of Alert Loudoun
at loudoun.gov/alert. You can also
text the word “TAXES” to 888777
to receive text messages about
tax-related information, including
upcoming deadlines.

For information regarding Real
Property Tax Exemptions and De-
ferrals, contact the Exemptions
Division of the Commissioner of
the Revenue’s Office at tcor@
loudoun.gov, by phone at 703-
737-8557 or visit loudoun.gov/
taxrelief.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the
letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal
Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair
Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness,
familial status and handicap. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept advertising for real
estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in the paper are available on an
equal housing opportunity basis. For more
information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or
to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia
Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free
888.551.3247; for the hearing
impaired: 804.527.4290; email

— fair housing@dporvirginia.gov;

web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org. S—

Patios

Pavers
Walkways
Stone Work
Retaining Walls

~Reyes Henriquez
571-490-1879
A1Chilly@aol.com

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR”
Associate Broker
ABR
100 Purcellville Gateway Drive
Suite 100 B
Office: 540-338-1350
Cell: 703-431-1724
Fax: 540-338-1620
linda.culbert@longandfoster.com
LindaCulbert.com

ALONG &
€/FOSTER

REALTORS &

E'S

B.R.MIDDLETON
| | | |CONCRETE

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
- PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING CO.

No Damage Residential Window Cleaning:
Inside & Outside By Hand

(F)a”m 30 Years Experience LI'BC(?:;ES
w
& Operated (703) 777-3296 Insured

Ask about our no damage, low pressure, power
washing services for brick, concrete, wood & siding
using a soft brush to remove the dirt the
power washer won’t get.

See OQur Ad on the Back Cover!

with Sam & Ray

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

L
CENTURY 21

Mew Millernnium

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE
20405 Exchange St., # 221
Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

703-887-8506 mobile
703-858-2770 office d L

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

Decks
Additions

AQS CONTRACTING

\MERICAN &
AMERICAN
QUALITY STEEL ) :
571-505-5565 « WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Licensed
Insured kw

Bonded KELLERW

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsamrees @gmail.com

Associate Broker, Listing Specialist
Phone: 703-470-0680
onthemarketwithrayrees @gmail.com

[R& onthemarketloudoun.com

Sam Rees

Ray Rees
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SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Piumbing + Electrical * Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

540.683.0470 ...

esnvares  Yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com & wsurep

Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826

Licensed & Insured flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com

}f{" 2

www.KathyHessler.com

kathyhesslerhomes(@gmail.com
W 703-615-1493 W) 703-378-8810

Sarrsor
Trupsriss
1602 Village Markel Blvd SE,
Suite 255, Leesburg, VA 20175

@3

RF//MR( PREMIER ﬁ

Sha.ron Buchanan 3

Associate Broker

REALTOR, ABR, CRS, CDPE, CLHMS
#1 RE/MAX Individual Sales, 2016 =R
Over 25 Years of Professional Service
C:'703.727.1172 0:571.210.7355
MyLoudounHomes@gmail.corm

MyLoudounHomes.com

40183 Main Street, Waterford, VA 20187
602 5. King Street, Leesburg, VA 20175

N
Advertise with us
advertlse@bluerldgeladercom g-‘

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse

Loudoun County’s Oldest Greenhouse
e SpEC J.!]uuq- n Mative and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly
Gy Plants, Trees & Shrubs
"’ Pottery, Gloves, Tools & Statuary
¢ " Flowering Pots & Gifts
.= wirw.abernethyspencer.com
v""‘%}_«‘ (540) ..JH 9118 » info@abernethyspencer.com
18035 Lincoln Rd. /Maple Ave. » Purcellville, VA 20132

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & bushogs
Blade Sharpcnlng & Maintenance
oil Changcs | Greasmgl RePalrs

Sharp Blades

|
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremiercomputerRepairs.com
www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

E Guaranteed Retu
Investment |

_ﬂ'lf:':. ’ —— -______.--"-. —— -
571.321.6414 | www.SOLAR-NOVA.com

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly - Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES + GREAT REFERENCES!

Call Maria Today!

fél 0 '
— CalMsoi oty com

Affordable Sheds ¢ Garden Products LLC

@ Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds
iR

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns
Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
J;'-","L‘Tjt;'- |
On-Site Installations

' Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson
540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

Master Halrcutter Since 1969

* Siylized Perms & Coloring
| = Precision Haircutting
+ Facials & I'n_-"lassages

Eluemont
540-554-2214

20 Years at this location.

hary |\il_h: au 1[,( onsultant JO3-77

[-931 |

=4

v
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode r’\l
REALTOR® .

, LYNNE McCABE
Direct: 571-242-0232 TEAM
LynneMcCabe@kw.com o
www.LoveStoryHomes.com €3 hw |

e ||.| "IILI T
Largle :anolulgh' to I!serve,i small enough to care.
l I

.t!U._i_f

B What Can We Do For YOU?

SwE - House Washing

] | - « Roof Cleaning
MAGICWANDPROS « Window cleaning

WASHING . Deck and Patio Cleaning
EXTERIOR CLEANING
/ TEXT OR CALL
(540) 454-7338
License-Bonded MagicWandPros.com

Your Experts in Roofing,
Windows, Doors, Siding,
Gutters, and Repairs!
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SHOP. AND SUPPURILYCAL

BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Erie ]
Insurance

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto - Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 « Fax 540-364-4210

darin @treakleinsurance.com

_RAVEN’S REVENGE INC.

W Nevermore...

Marlena E. Bremseth
Round Hill, VA

g (540) 338-8403
4/ RRnevermore@aol.com

Oid Fashioned Homemade Jams, Jellies, Presenes,
Chutneys, Artisan Breads, Gift Baskets, Canning Instruction

r MARY WISKER
REALTOR", ABR/SFR
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & DC
508 E. Market St.
Leesburg VA 20176

Cell: 703-577-6015
Office: 703-777-2900
Mary.Wisker@LNF.com
www.MaryWisker.com

1E'S I)ONG &
@[/FOSTER

REALTORS &

I -

2

-
LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATES

INCORPORATED

571.242.0025 703.327.4050
LANDSCAPEASSOC®AOL.COM
WWW.LANDSCAPEASSOCIATESINC.NET

* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
* PLANTING & GARDENS
* MASONRY
* OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
* WATER FEATURES/POOLS
®* HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE
* DRAINAGE & WATER MANAGEMENT
* OUTDOOR LIGHTING
* LARGE CALIPER TREE TRANSPLANTING

Custom Painters, LLC

¢ Interior/Exterior

¢ Residential

, ¢ Pressure Washing
) ¢ Carpentry Repairs
¢ Drywall Repairs

Joel Welter
Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Winter Discount

10% Off

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

o) Interior Work
B—'—B www.custompainters.biz
A+ rarine joel@custompainters.biz

Licensed # Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates

[

'sCustomMasonry

B § i -
Aol b L i weRetainingand
;TR ._H'ch_o_rative'Walls,

= — T ~Stonework

~ Repointing Brick

| Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured - Angie’s List Member - Member BBB

Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.
703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs
Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Retaining Walls

Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

www.luckettsexcavating.com

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND EREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
Clrca 1832

WWW.SPRINDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
SPRINGDALEVABGMAIL.COM

18348 LinCOLN ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
540-751-8686
TEXT 540-550-2010 or-651-271-3689

—_—
— e

* Bobcat Services *
* Gravel Driveway Repair *

GRAMHALL TRUCKING

540-822-9011
+ STONE DUST « MULCH + TOPSOIL = SAND =
* LIGHT GRADING » GRAVELING =

« DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS &« BACKHOE WORK &

LET US HELP YOU
CARRY YOUR LOAD!

Tree Experts ForOver 30,Years
Family Owned & Operated

Call Brian Today! -
A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE COM

Free estimates — Mobile service
Licensed & Insured ~ Home
Commerzial Elass Replacement

Tommy Hackney
hackneyglass@gmail.com

HACKNEY GLASS

a11.620.2637

Paeanian Springs, Ya.

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care

Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

REMBX

Premier

“Qur Team Assures
Your Success”

WILSON TEAM Eg

540-338-6300 703-771-1110
www.sherrywilson.com

Loudoun Garage Door, Inc.
T03-327-3059 | T03-T71-1595

Service Showroom

13 Catoctin Circle SE
Leesburg VA. 20175 S 1
- BEST OF

LOUDOUN

Lovettsville, VA
Maj or@Vete%éngt"EC?U S

www.VeteransLLC.us Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WV

Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference
Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up

www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg
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200 East Main Street, Purcellville, Virginia 20132
540.338.7190 » wildwoodlandscape.com « 540.441.7938 ) A
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<M. OnThe Market.. .. s e rey

A Message to our clients Past & Present: Since the onset of the Covid-19 Pandemic, On The Market has adapted
our Best Real Estate Practices toward a Safer and more Strategic way to Sell Your Home. It's been a wild year, but you
trusted our guidance. So buyers could see your home from the safety of theirs, you let videographers, photographers
and 3D floor plan technicians reveal every inch of your home. You Zoomed, had masked meetings and turned on all the
lights in the house so others wouldn't have to. We couldn't have sold your home without your partnership. Thank you!
Wishing you peace this Holiday Season, and Health and Happlness in 2021. - Sam & Ray

TR e

= S TR B : poking ernsemmer:.aal,bulldmg_m

Lovettsville=29 Acres! M(Juntain _,ﬂpujy,wg,_, nilton or Round Hill.

Views, Stream & Stall Barn. = Upto1:5 Million 5 - for.1 retail - needs -
3 finished levels'$1;200,000. Wﬁ“&tr"e?t preserice & parking omn sit

..__I_ —

?!@tfm‘ f' i ‘-“*. -.

C@NT ,,--,.u _ : “TIPLE-(
111 Williams Gap Rd " *=. © Purcellville- S Shore Dr
Listed for2$749 900 . - . = . Listedfor$849,900 -

a
s =
S(DI:D 'MULTIPIE{OFFERS;
Purcellville- Shoemaker School Rd
Listed for $849,900

e
*m@?mm

Hillsboro- Infinity Farm - B HlIIsbo 0= , Downtown Leesburg—_ .:hPiO'_n' StNW
Shilohs Run Ln $1;300,000 . W 'Listed f fb‘i*$694"§bo © | oListed for $674,900 T .

--\HI Sam Rees, Associate Broker Ray Rees, Associate Broker Curt Schaber, Buyer Specialist
/ Phone: 703-408-4261 Phone: 703-470-0680 Phone: 703-338-7300

il
0 n The onthemarketwithsamrees@gmail.com onthemarketwithrayrees@gmail.com schabercurt@yahoo.com
Market..

with Sam & Ray

onthemarketlondoun.com | Address: 107 E Main 5t, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Keller Williams Realty

PLEASE CALL 703-408-4261!

@ f ﬂ in @onthemarketloudoun ’ @ @onthemarketteam




