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Loudoun Freedom Center and Microsoft 
partner in NoVA Datacenter Academy

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

Middleburg’s Turkey Trot 5K is pre-
sented by Salamander Resort and Spa 
on Nov 25 starting at 8:30 a.m. The ad-
dress is 500 N Pendleton Street in Mid-
dleburg.

The cost is one canned food item to 
be donated to Seven Loaves Services in 
Middleburg. Join the fun on Thanksgiv-
ing for a fun 5K run or walk. Questions 
call the Fitness Center at 540- 326-4060.

Join Middleburg’s Turkey Trot 5k

BY LAURA LONGLEY

 In June 1867, shortly after the Civ-
il War, a 16-year-old African American 
youth named Edwin Washington worked 
in a hotel in Leesburg for $5 a month, 
plus board, with the “privilege of coming 
to school” in between errands. Unfor-
tunately, this meant he couldn’t attend 
school on a regular basis or at all during 
court weeks.

He became literate, though, and in 
his brief essay called “Going to School,” 
Washington spoke for many in his gener-
ation when he wrote, “I think it is a very 
good thing to go to school and learn to 
read and write. It is the first opportuni-
ty we ever had, and we ought to make 
good use of it. I think it will be a great 
improvement to us…”

Leap forward 155 years, from Edwin 
Washington’s opportunity to gain basic 
literacy to today and a new educational 
and economic game changer for Loudoun 
County’s African American community 
and other underrepresented residents. 
Few learning and training opportuni-
ties could be more timely or valuable 
than gaining the IT knowledge, skills, 

and access to rewarding employment in 
Loudoun’s booming tech industry.

In a new partnership announced 
on Oct. 29 by Loudoun Freedom Center’s 
unstoppable founder, Holy and Whole 
Life Changing Ministries Pastor Michelle 
C. Thomas, Microsoft will join the six-
year-old nonprofit—perhaps best known 
for preservation of African American 
cemeteries—in advancing Loudoun’s 
equitable education movement through 
a groundbreaking NoVA Datacenter 
Academy. Set to launch in early 2022, the 
Academy will be located near the Ash-
burn Metro.

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
Chair Phyllis J. Randall applauded the 
new program. “I am pleased that Mic-
rosoft has chosen to locate their NoVA 
Data Center Academy here in Loudoun 
County,” she said. “Teaching the next 
generation of students about emerging 
opportunities through STEM is key to 
providing them with the tools to succeed 
in the 21st century economy. I look for-
ward to hearing great things about this 
partnership between Microsoft and the 
Loudoun Freedom Center.”

Expanding on the collaboration, 
Thomas added, “The Freedom Center 
will develop and deploy unique educa-
tion, certification, and job training op-
portunities to establish a pipeline of IT 
professionals from underrepresented 
communities.”

Nationwide, employment statistics 

Discover Purcellville presents this 
year’s community art project auction 
“Words on a Fence.” Twenty-nine up-
lifting words painted by local artists 
who donated their creativity and time. 

The Words were displayed around 
Purcellville this past summer and fall. 
Asked why the Words on a Fence proj-
ect was chosen this year, Michael Oaks 
responded that he wanted something 
uplifting, positive and something 

that would put a smile on 
your face when you drive by 
them.  To make them easy to 
display each word is mount-
ed on an eight-foot section 
of wooden fence.

The auction is set for Nov. 
13, 7 p.m. at the Purcellville 
Skating Rink 250 S, Nurs-
ery Ave. Tickets are only 
$12. in advance available 
at  https://www. brownpa-

pertickets.com/event/ 5289405 ticket 
price includes beer, wine and lite food. 

You can also bid online at www.
DamewoodAuctioneers.com. See all 
the “Words on a Fence” on the Dis-
cover Purcellville Facebook page. info 
email dpurcellville@gmail.com. Mon-
ey raised through the auction will be 
used for future Discover Purcellville 
community projects.

Discover Purcellville “Words on 
a Fence” auction Nov. 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Loudoun County, a place that is often associat-
ed with having great wealth, still has many chil-
dren who are food insecure, and are not certain 
when or what their next meal will be. 

BetterALife’s mission is: “To leave no local 
child hungry. We believe a child will study more 
and have more opportunity for success if they 
start their day with a full belly versus thinking 
about if they will have a next meal.”  

What sets BetterALife apart from other orga-
nizations that feed the hungry is that we realize 
there are some who do not have the means to get 
to a food pantry for help. BetterALife partners 
with Title 1 schools providing food and other 
donations and also goes door-to-door delivering 
bags of food. 

President and Founder, Elizabeth Ford estab-
lished the organization in 2016. She ran it on her 

own with a few small donations, but mostly with money out 
of her own pocket for a few years. However, she realized how 
much greater an impact she could make by providing more 
to the hungry with a larger team. So, she established a new 
Board of Directors this year, and really changed things up. 

The Gala, held at Stoneleigh Golf and Country Club, on 
Thursday, September 30th was a smashing success! The 
primary goals of the Gala are twofold: first, raising funds 
to purchase a mobile delivery unit that will also be used for 
“CookForALife” (a program aimed at teaching children how 
to safely cook healthy meals with the food donations they 
receive); and second establishing regular, monthly sub-
scription donations to support ongoing operations of the 
organization. 

Want to help the cause? Make a difference and consid-
er becoming a monthly donor. Visit our site to make your 
tax-deductible donation now:  https://www.betteralife.org/
donate.

BY ANDREA GAINES

Where does our food come from. Well, with the help 
of the Virginia Farm Bureau more and more kids will be 
able to answer that question.

Before our economy moved from an agricultural one 
to a more industrialized one – rural vs. urban in many 
ways – most kids had first-hand experiences working a 
farm. They knew where  their food came from, as it was, 
literally farm-to-table.

What the numbers say

Farming and agriculture in general have been a 
big part of Loudoun Country for a long time. The 
Loudoun County Department of Economic Develop-
ment, reporting on the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s recent “farm census” notes that we are 
number one in the number of acres of grapes under  

BetterALife charity hosts Inaugural Fundraising Gala 

Crops for kids  
Go Loudoun farms

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

One Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom project involving 
a 4-H Club made suggestions about how to incorporate 
pumpkins in school curriculum. Themes included exploring 
the lifecycle of the pumpkin, and the idea that pumpkins are 
not just for Halloween.

History in the form of barns
Barns in the form of a new Loudoun County calendar
BY ANDREA GAINES

Growing up in one of the last rural areas of Long 
Island, New York, barns always fascinated me.

One of my most treasured things is a din-
ing room table my dad made out of wood from on 
old barn. The barn was no longer useable; but the 
wide-planked barn wood, probably from the area’s 
original forests, was priceless.

Old farm houses typically had an old barn on 
the property. Follow the history of the barn and 
you follow the history of the house, the commu-
nity that once thrived there, and the families that 
worked the land, tended to livestock, and hacked a 
living out of all of it.

In recent times old barns and other agricultural 
remnants have been turned into restaurants such 
as Magnolia’s at the Mill, charming B&Bs, markets, 
and homes.

But, their inherent charm as a place of work, 
craftsmanship, a shelter for animals, or a place just 
to store stuff is an historic record of the way farm 
life was.

Former businessman Roger Lancast-
er, who worked as an association director for 
many years, has turned his love of history into a 
fabulous new calendar documenting Loudoun 
County’s old barns.

The old Loudoun and new 
Loudoun

With his calen-
dar and his website, 
Lancaster has drawn 
a contrast between 
the many beautiful 
old barns in Loudoun 
County and the fact 
that we now handle 
some 70 percent or 
more of the world’s in-

ternet traffic.
He has also noted that Loudoun has more grav-

el road miles than any county in Virginia, many of 
them are strewn with old barns.

Again, it is all about the history. As Lancast-
er’s website states: “In western Loudoun, many 
barns were burned during the Civil War. However, 
some remain. You will notice that many barns, es-
pecially those in the northern part of the County 
around Lovettsville and Waterford have [are] of 
German origin. The story goes that a group of Ger-
man builders built many of the barns around Re-
construction, thus the German design…”

The barn history that Lancaster has    preserved 
with his photos is remarkable, documenting the 
lives of barns and the people who worked them for 
Loudoun, to Fauquier, to Clarke County and be-
yond.

The barn photo shown here is one of Lancast-
er’s favorites. As the photographer himself told 
the Blue Ridge Leader: “The photo was taken just 
south of Lovettsville. It is part of a project I have 
going to do a photographic inventory of old barns 
in Loudoun County. To date I have photos of over 
80 barns. The project was generated by a request to 
take barn photos in Loudoun for an article in Wan-

der Magazine, a new free 
journal devoted to life in 
Loudoun ...

“There are very few 
pre-Civil War barns in 
Loudon as most were 
burned during the Sher-
idan raids of the Civil 
War. Many were rebuilt 
in the foundations of 
the burned barns, many 
by German carpenters 
living in the Lovettsville 

Left to Right: Elaine Stone, Fundraising, Elizabeth M. Ford, President and 
Founder, Kellyn Kellogg, Chairwoman, Arlene Thorpe, Treasurer, Nikkia 
Glover, Secretary (Not Pictured).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »Copyrighted by Roger Lancaster. All rights reserved.
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BY TIM JON

I would have thought – and felt – that 
I’d have paid homage to this little, iconic 
Town long before this point in this (by-
now) quite lengthy series of local ‘adven-

ture’ stories; it has served 
as my home, location 
for the subject matter of 
numerous news events 
covered in my previous 
‘lifetime,’ and has repre-
sented a treasured spot 
in both the geography of 

the physical Northern Virginia region, as 
well as my heart. 

Having driven roughly a thousand 
miles to my new home in Loudoun 
County in the summer of 1997, I crossed 
the Blue Ridge on Route Seven from the 
west and descended ‘the mountain’ (as I 
later came to learn this lovely colloquial 
terminology) toward my destination of 
Leesburg; my first stop (due to a combi-
nation of exhaustion, curiosity and some 
other, nameless physical requirements) 
brought me to what was then (and, is, 
perhaps now, still) the “C Store” in the 
charming community of Hamilton.

 I was thoroughly won over by the en-
tire community package: historic struc-
tures, a quiet main street, mature shade 
trees, and (after spending a recent year 

in New York City) what I would have de-
scribed as a quaint overall size. 

Though much smaller at that time (I 
think the population of the Town was 
around 750 in the late 1990’s), the Town 
reminded me – in multiple ways – of the 
small, midwestern ‘burg’ I had grown up 
in and around: at least some dirt roads 
(and many more scattered about the 
outskirts), an old-fashioned water tow-
er, several iconic businesses that did not 
follow the pattern of any national chain, 
houses that were built with individual 
character (not part of a development), a 
Post Office visited by as much foot traffic 
as that from motor vehicles, and what I 
came to appreciate as a profound sense 
of just plain “peace and quiet.” 

The 18 months or so I eventually came 
to reside in Hamilton are forever etched 
in my inner memory book; I considered 
myself very fortunate (in those days) 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 

Hamilton

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

“If there’s something you know you 
can do…and your mind keeps throwing 
up roadblocks, just know you can drive 
right through them.”

This was said by Mi-
chael J. Fox, when he 
appeared as Dr. Kev-
in Casey in a guest role 
on Scrubs. Scrubs was my 
favorite sitcom as a teen-
ager, and I could think of 
no better combination: 

my favorite actor on my favorite sitcom, 
offering optimistic words of hope.

Fox references this guest role 

on Scrubs in his most recent memoir, No 
Time Like the Future. The episode marked 
the beginning of his return to acting. 
He had declared his retirement in the 
year 2000 at the age of 40 due to his Par-
kinson’s diagnosis. Yet that didn’t keep 
him down for long. If there is anything 
true about Michael J. Fox, it’s that he 
has a penchant for second acts. “In ret-
rospect, I may have jumped the gun,” he 
writes.

Despite his ability to continue acting, 
his life is still dominated by Parkinson’s. 
But Fox has proven that he is not defined 
by his diagnosis. “After thirty years of 

A Realistic Optimist

MOORE-SOBEL

TIM JON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Six steps toward your 
retirement goals

RICHARD RICCI

You want retirement to be your 
chance to get out of the rat race and 
have time for the things you’ve al-

ways wanted to do. 
That’s great, but what 
exactly does that 
mean? Travelling? 
Volunteering? Spend-
ing time with family 
and friends? Starting 
a business? Simply 

doing nothing?
You may think your plans are just 

like everyone else’s, but that’s unlike-
ly. They’re as unique as you are. 

As we’ll discuss, exactly how you 
want to spend your time will definite-
ly affect what you should be doing 
now to prepare for it. However, there 
are steps that everyone should con-
sider taking today regardless of their 
retirement goals. Here are six of the 
most important:

Have a plan

If you haven’t gathered your ideas 
about retirement together and dis-
tilled them into a cohesive invest-
ment plan, that’s a great place to 
start. Or if you have a plan stuck in a 
drawer somewhere, you need to re-
visit it.

Whether you want to start a second 
career, travel the world, or just do noth-
ing will make a big difference when it 
comes to what you’ll need to cover 
your expenses. The better you can de-
fine precisely what your goals are and 
which are most and least important, 
the better your plan should be.

An asset allocation – how your in-
vestments are proportioned across 
different asset classes (stocks, bonds, 
cash alternatives, etc.) – should be at 
the heart of your plan. The allocation 
that’s appropriate for you will vary 

What should you consider today to 
help you move forward?

to have secured a series of rooms in a 
local landmark I came to call the “Ed-
ward Hopper House” just off North King 
Street – quite near the fire station. 

The apartment had a back porch which 
led to a rambling ravine (complete with 
wild raspberry and blackberry bushes!) 
which remained green seemingly all 12 
months of the year; I had permission 
to garden (this, before I had discovered 
that Virginia clay is not Minnesota black 
soil), room to relax and a small Town 
in which to take exploratory afternoon 
walks. And this was at a time (prior to 
some of the developments about the 
community) when you could open the 

bedroom window and hear the ‘moo’ of 
milk cows – instead of the hiss of traffic, 
the roar of aircraft or the general buzz of 
a larger city. 

I recall days visiting the Community 
Park off Colonial Highway (Hamilton’s 
Main Street), walking in any direction: 
north, south, east or west – and just 
moving my feet until I’d reached the 
edge of Town (try that in Manhattan, 
unless you’re by the River!), and paying 
visits to the official Town Office, just a 
matter of yards from my front door. 

These simple acts were balm to the 
soul for one who’d lived far afield,  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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BY MICHAEL OBERSCHENIDER, PSY.D. 
The global pandemic has made the 

last year and a half very difficult for 
many; the pandemic has forced numer-

ous adjustments and com-
promises on us, and the 
death toll in the US alone 
is tragically closing in on 
740,000 deaths.  

Yes, we have a vaccine, 
and yes positive new cas-

es across the nation (and the world) are 
trending down, but many of the stress-
ors of COVID-19 remain.  At a time 
when there is so much negativity and 
disagreement in the world and within 
our community, I invite us to focus on 
the good this Thanksgiving.  I offer the 
following 7 tips to show gratitude and to 
give thanks this Thanksgiving 2021.

Be present.  With COVID-19, some of 
us feel safer to travel than others, and 
while there are those of us who are vac-
cinated, many still are not.  These sorts 
of issues, and others, create challenges 
for families who would like to celebrate 
together this Thanksgiving.  

But even if your holiday plans to get 
together are challenging this year, I rec-
ommend that you strive to be as present 
as you can be.  If you can’t be with your 
larger family due to travel and distance, 
perhaps you can spend time with family 
and/or friends who are nearby.  Even if 
you’re alone on Thanksgiving, you can 
also use technology to your advantage 
by connecting via FaceTime or Zoom 
with your loved ones.  

Unplug.  Technology is a wonderful 
thing, but try not to let it interfere with 
your family time.  It’s one thing to watch 

a football game or a movie with others, 
but it’s entirely another thing to be dis-
tracted by technology during a gath-
ering.  You can always check CNN, Fox 
News, Facebook or other social media 
sites later, so put down your phone or 
device and enjoy the occasion with the 
ones you’re with.  

Be agreeable.  Is it better to be right 
or to get along?  It’s easy to get upset by 
the many topics and stories in the news 
these days, but how productive or enjoy-
able is it to bring those things up with 
others this Thanksgiving?  

Even if you’re with folks that agree 
with you, you still run the risk of get-
ting worked up when you talk about 
emotionally charged topics during a 
festive gathering.  There’s an old say-
ing that politics, money and religion are 
the three main topics you want to avoid 
at most social gatherings, and I would 
agree that they’re probably the very 
topics you want to stay away from this 
Thanksgiving.        

Be Moderate.  It’s easy to overindulge 
with food and drink during Thanksgiv-
ing, but striving for moderation is always 
a good thing.  So, instead of going back 
for that second or third plate, or instead 
of having that extra glass of wine, try in-
stead to be mindful of your intake.  

Move.  Sitting around can be a big part 
of Thanksgiving, and while relaxing is 
important, so too is being active.  Move-
ment is always great for the body and 
mind, so I recommend you try to get out 
this Thanksgiving.  Going for a walk or a 
hike, playing a game of flag football with 
friends and/or family, or signing up for a 

Thanksgiving 2021: 7 Ways  
to be thankful this year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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DR. MIKE

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.
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Dear Editor:
As Purcellville has grown, we have added the necessary 

infrastructure so our citizens can lead healthy, safe, and re-
warding lives. 

In the time since my family moved to Purcellville, in 2002, 
I’ve seen the construction of three new 
schools, three new shopping centers, hun-
dreds of new houses, a new road, among 
many other things added to Purcellville 

and its environs. 
Many of these new structures and pieces of infrastructure 

were, and are, both useful and necessary. But what happened 
to the town’s natural infrastructure during this time? These 
green and brown tunnels and easements that deliver our ex-
istence from mere toleration to joyful satisfaction. And what 
about the gross domestic product of our flora and fauna 
during this time? 

Were these creatures--motivated by the same sacred urge 
as we – to live, to breathe, to ‘make of our lives a miracle’ – 
able to continue at their healthful clip? I don’t have all of the 
answers to the questions I ask, but I have a hunch. 

I haven’t seen a parallel explosion of public parks or pre-
served green spaces. True, we are lucky to have the Suzanne 
R. Kane Nature Preserve, the Chapman-DeMary Trail, and 
the recently preserved Aberdeen property. But, in my view, 
the preservation of natural space has not kept pace with the 
suburban growth overtaking this area. 

I would encourage the town council to prioritize our area’s 
ecological and aesthetic integrity. No decision is too small to 
discount the need for a careful consideration of the environ-
mental impact. 

An old book says that humankind does not live by bread 
alone. We truly have deep emotional needs, and careful ur-
ban planning, park creation, and natural-space preservation, 
are all simply components of habitat restoration for humans 
(otherwise known as urban planning). 

Purcellville is a wonderful place to live, and its growth is 

Dear Editor:
Ocean’s Eleven was an iconic heist film about the 

con of the century. The booty was 150 million. That’ll 
buy seventy multi-million-dollar luxury estates, each 
with a couple of new Land Rovers parked in the drive-
way. 

The 5.3 trillion COVID stimulus dollars that the 
Washington overseers have exact-
ed from us over the last two years 
would fund 35,333 Ocean Eleven 

heists. Those big numbers are still difficult to com-
prehend. Let’s look at it another way. 

Last year thirty million U.S. households paid taxes 
and about 100 million households paid nothing. For 
those footing the bill for the new American welfare 
state, their household paid a whopping $176,700. Add 
to that their regular federal, state, and local taxes.

Washington power brokers now want another 3.5 
trillion in 2022. Let’s run the math. Assuming we still 
see “help wanted” signs everywhere, and unloaded 
cargo ships off our coasts, those paying households 
will see a 2022 bill for $117,000 plus all the regular 
stuff. 

The 30 million that paid taxes last year have al-
ready been scammed for nearly 200 thousand. Imag-
ine them taking another hundred grand! That’s al-
most $300,000! That would clean out most folks. 
Just like Oceans Eleven, Americans were cleaned out 
in broad daylight. They didn’t know what hit them. 
We’ll all be in big trouble when we actually realize 
what happened.

We are the only cops working this crime. Should 
Congress be able to do this and just walk away? It’s 
time to tell our “representatives” that they’ve been 
busted. Say “NO” to their ongoing spending spree!

Mark Mann 
Sterling

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Do you like living in western Loudoun? 
I think you do, and I bet that question 

conjures images of 
virgin mountains, 
rolling pastures and 

quaint villages. Horses and cows. Corn 
and soybeans. Dogs and other pets. 

That’s just the visual appeal. Some-
thing else is more important - the peo-
ple here truly form a wonderful com-
munity. In Atlanta my friends were just 
like me, adequately educated and ambi-
tious. Later on, in Arlington it seemed 
that I knew only three or four people; it 
was an unfriendly place. Here, though, 
sometimes I think I know everybody! I’ll 
use pseudonyms to mention some.

Robert and Albert at the Exxon sta-
tion, Shontelle the postmistress, Bobby 
who gets the rubbish, Stan the mechan-

ic, Will and Luis who tend neighbors’ 
farms, Stacie and Cal who sell tires, 
Chip the postman, Oscar and Mike with 
a trove of batteries, Jon and Lee the 
drive-through tellers, Jack at the phar-
macy. James at the wayside stand. You 
get the picture - good folk in an egal-
itarian setting. I know and like many 
others - neighbors, social friends, con-
servationists, horse people, car guys, 
folks who work for government and 
the folks who run government. They all 
help make western Loudoun a special 
place.

I know and value more people in 
western Loudoun than I ever knew in a 
big city. Most are just plain nice while a 
few are “interesting.” Like Gary Shifflet.

Gary used to be my main man, helping 
with our farm. Jug ears, a pug nose, re-
ceding brown hair, a bushy brown mut-

tonchop sideburns, a pallor to his white 
skin. He’s just under six feet, thin to the 
point of being scrawny and sporting 
a variety of faded t-shirts. Gary could 
fix small engines, grease the tractor, 
change the truck’s oil, bushhog a pas-
ture. Gary, though, was not the sharpest 
tack in the box, as these actual casual 
conversations confirmed:

Charlie: “How far did you get in 
school?”

Gary: “My family wrote me out in the 
six-and-a-half grade.”

Charlie: “How old were you in the six-
and-a-half grade?’

Gary: “Seventeen.”
Gary amused me. If I was lord of my 

manor, he was my court jester.
Charlie: “Gary, you’re supposed to 

be raking the walnuts, not talking to 
them!”

Gary: “It’s okay if they don’t talk 
back.”

Another day I asked him, “What’s up, 
Gary?”

Gary: “I need to get me a fat woman.”
Charlie: “Why on earth do you want a 

fat woman?”
Gary: “’cause the regular ones won’t 

have nothing to do with me.”
I was not surprised. Later I had anoth-

er question. 
 Charlie: “How many brothers and sis-

ters do you have?”
 Gary: “Six or seven.”
I pondered that imprecision as the 

normally reticent man prattled on ag-
itatedly. When he slowed to reload his 
machine-gun chatter, I interrupted to 
ask how he felt.

Gary: “Sometimes I ain’t right in the 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

— View from the Ridge —

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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OPINION

Let’s expand our parks and green 
spaces The con of the century
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• Joey & Kristi have put together quite a team of experts, state of the art 
equipment & a business model that provides our clients with trusted 
advisers not salespeople for both water treatment & plumbing divisions.

• We strive to be a trusted advisor when we come into your home.  
We appreciate your business & referral.

• We want JR Snider to be a household name for your  
Water quality, plumbing & waste water needs.

• We celebrate 38 years serving Loudoun, Fauquier, Prince William, 
Rappahannock, Frederick, Warren & Clarke counties.

BY VALERIE CURY

Due to the Covid legislation passed 
in June 2020 regarding extending ex-
pired site plans, the Vineyard Square 
project can continue at least until July 
2022. The project located on 21st Street, 
is approved for six stories and 40 condo 
buildings – even though multi family 

isn’t an allowed use 
in the C-4 District. 
No comprehensive 

plan amendment nor zoning amend-
ment was applied for when this was 
approved.

At the Oct. 7 planning commission 
meeting in the citizen comment por-
tion of the meeting, Casey Chapman, 
one of the owners of Vineyard Square, 
asked for the Town to consider extend-
ing O Street from 21st Street to Hatcher 
Avenue. He needs O Street extended, 
at the cost to the Town taxpayers, to 
dump the traffic from his development 
onto Hatcher Avenue.

Chapman said, “I just want to under-
stand the Planning Commission’s view 
of the idea of O Street connection be-
tween 21st Street and Hatcher Avenue, 
and if it will be addressed in any of the 
discussions. Does the Town have any 
interest whatsoev-
er of seeing that road 
go through?”

Chair Nedim 
Ogelman said the 
Planning Commis-
sion was not focused 
on transportation 
issues as it was re-
viewing the Historic 
Overlay District.

At the Oct. 12 Town Council meet-
ing, Chapman again came before Coun-
cil in the citizen comment section ask-
ing again about the O Street extension 
onto Hatcher Avenue.

Said Chapman, “I brought it up to the 
Planning Commission last week and 

am just going to ask the Town Council 
here tonight, ‘Does this Council or the 
Town have any interest … with the O 
Street connection between 21st Street 
and Hatcher Avenue.’

He asked for the Town Council and 
the Planning Com-
mission to take a 
look at O Street, and 
let him know what 
they plan to do.

Chapman said 
adding O Street 
“will create the 
ability to have that 
block and flow.” He 
asked if the Town 

was just going to sit on it, and do noth-
ing at all.

Addressing Chapman, Purcellville 
Mayor Kwasi Fraser said, “From my 
perspective as mayor I do not see the 
need to build anymore streets in the 
Town of Purcellville. Streets invite 

traffic, so if you are asking me about O 
Street, I envision forests and streams.”

Chapman responded, “I heard your 
comment you would like to build trees.”

Fraser said, “O Street – trees and 
streams.” Chapman asked, “You don’t 
believe some streets would relieve traf-
fic?”

Fraser answered, “We are talking the 
road to environmental sustainability. 
So my focus in this Town as Mayor is 
to look at things that would be environ-
mentally sustainable to our citizens, 
our residents. I do not see concrete as 
a way to go.”

Council Member Stan Milan said, “If 
you look at the traffic on Hatcher and 
21st Street … it’s a traffic jam … On the 
east side of Hatcher there’s no sidewalk 
there so people walking have to walk 
into the Street. So traffic, safety, and 
the welfare of the citizens is greatly 
impacted …The traffic is getting worse 
and worse.”

GOVERNMENT

Chapman asking for O St. to be  
extended from 21st St. to Hatcher

Streets invite traffic, 
so if you are asking 
me about O Street, I 
envision forests and 
streams.

— Purcellville Mayor  
Kwasi Fraser 
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Low Dose CT  
Lung Screening

LUNG CANCER CAUSES MORE DEATHS IN THE UNITED  
STATES THAN ANY OTHER TYPE OF CANCER. OFTEN, EARLY  
LUNG CANCER DOES NOT CAUSE SYMPTOMS AND CAN  
GO UNDIAGNOSED.

Who is eligible for Low Dose CT lung screening?

• Individuals between the ages of 50 to 80 years old
• Currently smoke or quit less than 15 years ago
• Are or were heavy smokers (20 pack-years — the equivalent of  

    smoking 20 cigarettes — 1 pack — per day for a year.)

Learn more at fairfaxradiology.com or call 703.698.4464

If you qualify for  
the screening,  
see your physician  
for an evaluation.

LUNG CANCER  
AWARENESS MONTH

STONEHAVEN FARM
Thanksgiving Turkeys

Raised on family farm in the heart of Loudoun County, 
VA – all natural pasture and non-GMO grains. Processed 
birds will be available for pickup or delivery (by special 
request) one or two days before Thanksgiving Day.

Contact Stonehaven Farm  
to reserve your turkey order  
by calling Kurt at 540-454-7251 or 
emailing kgernerd12@gmail.com.

Facebook.com/GernerdChristmasTreesandHoney

GOVERNMENT

Out of the 
approximately $350 
billion allocated to 
the Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds, the 
Town of Purcellville 
expects to receive a 
total of $10,559,844, 
broken into two equal 
tranches.

BY VALERIE CURY

At its Nov. 12 meeting, the Town 
Council went over the American Res-
cue Plan Act draft spending. Out of the 

approximately $350 
billion allocated to the 
Coronavirus State and 

Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, the Town 
of Purcellville expects to receive a total 
of $10,559,844, broken into two equal 
tranches.

The Town received the first install-
ment, in the amount 
of $5,279,922, 
through the Com-
monwealth of Vir-
ginia this past June 
30. The second in-
stallment is expected 
to be released on or 
around June 30, 2022. 
All funds must be 
obligated to projects 
and expenses by Dec. 
31, 2024; however, 
the Town will have 
until Dec. 31, 2026 to 
ensure all funds are 
expended. Any funds 
left unspent must be returned to the 
U.S. Treasury.

Thus far in the draft, 15 percent 
would go to Public Health Emergen-
cy and Negative Economic Impacts at 
$3,794,195, premium pay to eligible 
workers at 2 percent or $200,000, gov-
ernment services to extent of revenue 
reduction $855,994 at 8 percent. Invest-
ment in water and sewer infrastructure 
at 65 percent at an estimated cost of 
$6,863,898. Investment in Broadband 
infrastructure at 10 percent at a cost of 
$1,055,984.

The Town Manager wants to hire an 

Administrative ARPA Funding Program 
Administrator for six years as a full time 
position with benefits and has budgeted 
$680,000. Council Member Stan Milan 
said he had a problem with this expense.

Other expenditures on the Town 
Manager’s wish list include a façade im-
provement program at $250,000, a util-
ity assistance program for delinquent 
residential accounts at $50,000, 23 
support to non-profits and other pub-
lic health and Covid-19 impacts – no 

cost estimate given. 
Space assessment at 
Town hall was on his 
list at an estimate of 
$25,000. Touchless 
tech for Town facili-
ties, bathrooms, and 
doors at $25,000.

Town Hall security 
needs at an estimate 
of $30,000 to include 
30 card swipe entry 
and cameras at the 
train station with a re-
mote door control at 
$15,000. Town Emer-
gency preparedness 

recovery plan is estimated at $60,000. 
An electronic community event sign 
at Main and Maple at a cost of $50,000. 
Technical support during public meet-
ings at $10,000 annually, a generator 
at the police department facility was 
on the wish list at no estimated cost 
to date, along with drywall for the facili-
ty, and a 39 security camera system at no 
cost estimate. Several studies at a cost 
of $60,000 each, which prompted Vice 
Mayor Chris Bertaut to ask if every study 
the Town gets costs that amount.

The Town Council will hold a meeting 
to go over the list in December.

Town Council goes over 
proposed Rescue Plan Act 
Expenditures
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Christmas Tea With Santa
Nov. 27th & Dec 5th
(2 seatings at 10am & 1:00pm)

Adults $35
Children 2-12 $20
(2 and under free)

109 Loudoun Street Leesburg Va 20175

To Reserve Tickets Please Contact meaghan@birkbyhouse.com 

Birkby House
Pictures & Quality Time With Santa!!

Pictures From Darling Photography Included

Sit Down Menu by South Street Under
Live Holiday Music & Dancing

Coloring For Kids

At Birkby House 

 Loudoun County announces the appointment 
of Dr. Ramia Gupta as medical director for the De-
partment of Mental Health, Substance Abuse & De-
velopmental Services. As medical director for MH-
SADS, Dr. Gupta will plan, organize and manage the 
medical component of the department’s services. 
Her appointment was effective Oct. 14.

Gupta is board-certified in psychiatry and forensic 
psychiatry and has extensive experience in public 

sector psychiatry, treating the se-
verely mentally ill and those who 
are especially vulnerable.

“Dr. Gupta will play a key role in carrying out our 
mission to promote mental, behavioral, and devel-
opmental health and wellness.  In her role, she will 
collaborate with our community partners to con-
nect individuals and their families with services and 
supportive resources,” said MHSADS Director Mar-
garet Graham.  “Dr. Gupta will also help our team 
with initiatives such as the Crisis Intervention Team 
Assessment Center and implementation of the Mar-
cus Alert as prominent examples of such services.”

Gupta holds faculty positions at Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital Psychiatry Residency and Forensic Psychi-
atry Fellowship Program, Department of Behavioral 

Health, Washington, D.C. She has also worked as an 
attending psychiatrist in both the Pre-Trial and Post 
Trial units, and the Forensic Outpatient Depart-
ment. Gupta was also president of the 
medical staff at the hospital.

In 2016, the Chief Judge of the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia 
appointed Gupta to the Commission 
on Mental Health. This judicial panel 
makes recommendations of civil com-
mitment to the D.C. Superior Court. 
Gupta’s advanced forensic training has 
allowed her to serve as an expert wit-
ness and provide witness testimony and 
forensic expertise in civil and criminal 
matters, involving the Department of Behavioral 
Health, the D.C. Superior Court and federal agencies.

Gupta is also Clinical Assistant Professor of Psy-
chiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the George Wash-
ington University School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences. Additionally, she coordinates an annual 
mock trial with the Criminal Defense and Prison 
Advocacy Clinic at the Georgetown University Law 
Center. Dr. Gupta has also worked as a contract clin-
ical psychiatrist to the Alexandria Community Ser-

vices Board.
After completing her undergraduate studies in In-

dia, Gupta furthered her studies in the U.S. She com-
pleted a forensic psychiatry fellowship 
at Georgetown University and a psy-
chiatry residency at Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital. Gupta later served as chief 
resident and supervising and teaching 
faculty member in the hospital’s foren-
sic and civil division. She also complet-
ed a forensic psychiatry fellowship at 
Georgetown University Hospital and a 
psychoanalytic fellowship at the Balti-
more Washington Center for psycho-
analysis. She holds medical licenses in 

Washington, D.C. and Virginia. Dr. Gupta has served 
in various leadership capacities for the Washington 
Psychiatric Society and achieved the distinction of 
Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association.

Through MHSADS, Loudoun County provides 
services to individuals in the Loudoun community 
with mental health, substance use or developmen-
tal/intellectual disabilities. More information about 
the department’s services is online at loudoun.gov/
mhsads.

GOVERNMENT

Gupta is New Medical Director  
for the Dept. of Mental Health 
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Loudoun County offers ongoing men-
tal health education and substance abuse 
prevention programs. All programs are 
free, but registration is required, and 
seats are limited. The schedule of up-
coming classes for November 2021 is as 
follows:

Adverse Childhood Experiences Training

The Adverse Childhood Experienc-
es training is a one-hour educational 
program that aims to raise awareness of 

Adverse Childhood 
Experiences, or ACEs. 
ACEs are potential-

ly traumatic events that occur in child-
hood. ACEs are linked to chronic health 
problems, mental illness, and substance 
use problems in adulthood. The train-
ing teaches that ACE prevention is a key 
to improving a community’s well-being. 
The virtual training presentation lasts 
about one hour. Discussion and a ques-
tion-and- answer session will follow the 
presentation. The next class will be held: 

Nov. 16, 6 p.m. 

For details about the training and to 
register, visit loudoun.gov/childhoodad-
versitytraining.

Mental Health First Aid 

Mental Health First Aid offers training 
that teaches people how to identify, un-
derstand and respond to signs of mental 
illnesses and substance use disorders. 
The training also teaches the skills that 
someone needs to reach out and provide 
initial help and support to someone who 
may be developing a mental health or 
substance use problem or experiencing a 
crisis. There are two versions of the pro-
gram, a general adult program and a pro-
gram for adults who interact with youth. 
The virtual trainings are usually held over 
a two-day period, with the class lasting 
for about three hours each day. The next 
trainings are:

• Youth Mental Health First Aid:  
Nov. 3 - 4, 6 – 9 p.m. each day.

• Adult Mental Health First Aid:  
Nov. 17 - 18, 6 – 9 p.m. each 
day.

For details about the training and to 
register, visit loudoun.gov/mhfirstaid.

Opioid Overdose Reversal

Loudoun County offers local training 
sessions of REVIVE!, the opioid overdose 
and naloxone education program for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Anyone who 
uses opioids or knows someone who is 
using opioids is encouraged to attend. 
The virtual sessions last about one hour. 
Upcoming classes are:

• Nov. 5, 12 p.m.
• Nov. 8, 5:30 p.m.
• Nov. 12, 12 p.m.

For details about the training and to 
register, visit loudoun.gov/revive.

Suicide Prevention Training

The Question Persuade and Refer pro-

gram offers training to help people recog-
nize the warning signs of a suicide crisis 
and how to refer someone for profession-
al help. The suicide prevention training 
teaches three simple steps that anyone 
can learn to help save a life from suicide; 
question, persuade and refer. The virtu-
al training presentation lasts about one 
hour. Discussion and practice opportuni-
ties will follow the presentation. The next 
class will be held:

• Nov. 15, 12 p.m. 

For details about the training and to 
register, visit loudoun.gov/suicidepre-
ventiontraining.

 
For more information on the preven-

tion and intervention services offered 
by the Loudoun County Department of 
Mental Health, Substance Abuse and Pre-
vention Services, visit loudoun.gov/mh-
sadsprevention or send an email to pre-
vention@loudoun.gov. 

GOVERNMENT

Mental Health Education and substance abuse 
prevention programs in November  

• Nov. 15, 5:30 p.m.
• Nov. 19, 12 p.m.
• Nov. 22, 5:30 p.m.

 ‘Tis the Season
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During the Nov. 3, Board of Super-
visors meeting, the Loudoun County 
Combined Fire and Rescue System pre-
sented an update on its progress toward 
implementing emergency response im-
provements that strengthen multi-ju-
risdictional emergency communications 
and incident response in and around the 

Potomac River. The 
update stems from 
the Perdido Bay Ter-

race Significant Incident Review, which 
was conducted following the tragic 
drowning of 16-year-old Fitz Thomas at 
Confluence Park on June 4, 2020.

 Significant Incident Review Status Update

Significant incident reviews are rou-
tinely conducted to evaluate responses 
to major, critical, and other high-pri-
ority incidents. These evaluations seek 
to identify the facts surrounding an in-
cident and provide recommendations 
for improvement. This practice helps 
to continually improve the actions of 
all first responders. The significant in-
cident review process may, for example, 

identify how to better detect, diagnose, 
and mitigate similar incidents more 
quickly and more efficiently in the fu-
ture. The process to develop findings 
and recommendations may take weeks, 
months or even years to analyze actions 
and decisions that were made in sec-
onds or minutes.

During its review of the June 4 drown-
ing incident, LC-CFRS identified 42 
distinct tasks to improve policies, pro-
cedures, staffing levels and training. 
The tasks include enhancing 911 tech-
nologies, better documenting points of 
interest and vehicle access along the 
river, expanding 911 telecommunicator 
training, and providing safety and pre-
vention education in the community.

“We’ve made tremendous progress in 
a relatively short amount of time,” said 
LC-CFRS Chief Keith Johnson. “While 
our review showed that staff in Mont-
gomery County and Loudoun County 
properly followed existing policies and 
procedures during the June 4 incident, 
we remain committed to doing anything 
we can to improve our emergency com-

munications system and incident re-
sponses.” 

To date, 37 of the 42 tasks are either 90 
or 100 percent complete. The remaining 
tasks are at least 50 percent complete. 
The in-progress tasks are on track to 
be fully implemented in the coming 
months. The completed public safety 
improvements include the following:

LC-CFRS internal policy was changed 
within days of the June 4 incident, now 
requiring public safety telecommuni-
cators to dispatch LC-CFRS crews to 
all incidents in or along the Potomac 
and Shenandoah Rivers when 911 calls 
are received at the Loudoun Coun-
ty Emergency Communications Cen-
ter. Loudoun fire and rescue units are 
now sent to any potential incident on 
our joint waterways regardless of juris-
dictional responsibility. 

LC-CFRS staff worked cooperatively 
with fire and rescue leaders within the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments and as a result, regional 
policies and procedures were changed 
to provide updated direction on pro-

cessing and dispatching 911 calls along 
the Potomac River.

A comprehensive, interactive Re-
gional Potomac River Atlas was devel-
oped jointly with mapping and opera-
tions staff from the Counties of Fairfax, 
Montgomery, Frederick, Jefferson, and 
Washington to be used by personnel in 
Emergency Communications Centers or 
in the field to locate access points along 
the river. 

Signage was installed to provide 
warnings and geographical location ref-
erences at Confluence Park, to highlight 
potential dangers and enable 911 call-
ers to easily identify their location. In 
the future, these signs will be installed 
at water access points across Loudoun 
County.

Increased staffing in the LC-CFRS 
ECC through new positions approved by 
the Board of Supervisors in the adopted 
fiscal year 2022 budget.

A countywide review of landmarks 
was conducted, and 240 commonplace 
names were added to the Computer 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »

Loudoun Fire and Rescue presented update  
to Emergency Response Improvements 

GOVERNMENT

BRAZEN SHEEP 
FIBER ARTS

Santa Says
 “The Best! The Most Fun!”

Handmade Gifts, Fiber Supplies
10 W. Main St., Berryville

240-472-0777
www.brazensheep.com  

OLOSOL

St. David’s Episcopal Church
43600 Russell Branch Parkway, Ashburn VA 20147

Sponsored by Mrs. William Kane and Family

Featuring Tchaikovsky’s Overture from The Nutcracker,  
Anderson’s Sleigh Ride and other holiday favorites!

Dr. Nancia DAlimonte
Music Director and Conductor

WWinterinterFFunun

www.loudounsymphony.org

LOUDOUN SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

1:30 PM and 3:30 PM, December 4, 20211:30 PM and 3:30 PM, December 4, 2021
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Siemens Gamesa chooses Virginia for first U.S. Offshore 
Wind Turbine Blade Facility

Gov. Ralph Northam announced an agreement for 
Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy to establish the 
first offshore wind turbine blade facility in the United 
States, propelling construction of the country’s larg-
est new renewable energy project.

Virginia-based Dominion Energy had previously se-
lected the company as its partner for the energy gener-
ation project 27 miles off the coast of Virginia Beach. 

Next, Siemens Gamesa will lease 
more than 80 acres of the Common-
wealth’s Portsmouth Marine Termi-

nal and will build a facility to produce turbine blades 
supplying offshore wind projects in North America. 

The facility, combined with its operations and main-
tenance activities, will create a total of 310 new jobs, 
of which roughly 50 will be service jobs to support the 
Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Project. The project 
represents a total cost of $200 million, including over 
$80 million in investments for buildings and equip-
ment at the Portsmouth Marine Terminal.

“Virginians want renewable energy, our employers 
want it, and Virginia is delivering it,” said Northam. 
“The Commonwealth is joining these leading compa-
nies to create the most important clean-energy part-
nership in the United States. This is good news for 

energy customers, the union workers who will bring 
this project to life, and our business partners. Make no 
mistake: Virginia is building a new industry in renew-
able energy, with more new jobs to follow, and that’s 
good news for our country.”

The announcement comes 
two months to the day after 
Northam announced that Do-
minion Energy had agreed to 
lease 72 acres of the deep-water 
Portsmouth Marine Terminal as 
a staging and pre-assembly area 
for the foundations and tur-
bines. Once fully constructed in 
2026, Dominion Energy’s Coast-
al Virginia Offshore Wind proj-
ect will generate enough clean, 
sustainable energy to power up 
to 660,000 homes at peak and 
avoid as much as 5 million tons 
of carbon dioxide annually, the company reports. 

The announcement also comes 18 months after 
Governor Northam signed into law the Virginia Clean 
Economy Act, cementing Virginia’s commitment to 
clean and renewable energy. The law sets a target for 

Dominion Energy to construct or purchase at least 
5,200 megawatts of energy through offshore wind by 
2034 and to achieve 100 percent carbon-free energy 
production by 2045.

For more than 40 years, Sie-
mens Gamesa has been a pi-
oneer and leader in the wind 
industry, and today its team 
of more than 25,000 people 
is working at the heart of the 
global energy revolution to 
address the climate crisis—the 
most important challenge of 
our generation. With a leading 
position in onshore, offshore, 
and services, Siemens Gamesa 
designs, builds, and delivers 
powerful and reliable wind en-
ergy solutions in close collab-
oration with its customers. As 

a global company with local impact, it has installed 
more than 110 GW across the world and provides ac-
cess to clean, affordable, and sustainable energy.

“Offshore wind energy will create jobs and  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Independently Owned & Operated

Hello Neighbors!
We would like to take a moment to thank everyone that has 
given us such great support throughout this year. 

We’ll start with our incredible store team. Brittney, Michael, 
Nicole, Jacob, Donald, Emily, Katie, Anika, Ryan, Belle, Abigail, 
Cat, Taylor, and Sydney show their dedication and commitment 
every single day, and we are grateful to have them in our pack. 

We are also grateful for the support of Dave, Melissa, Brian, 
Candee, DeAnna, and Darcy, as well as our rescue partners 
PetConnect, Fancy Cats and Dogs, and Shenandoah Shephard.

Thanks also to Coach’s Corner, Anthony’s Restaurant, Purcellville 
Copy, Magnolias on the Mill, and Purcellville Living. 

Last but not least, thanks from the bottom of our hearts to 
you, our incredible, supportive neighbors! You make it all 
worthwhile!

Events
7 Nov Pet Photo Op (All proceeds donated)

13 Nov PetConnect Rescue

20 Nov Shenandoah Shepherd Rescue 

27 Nov PetConnect Rescue

“Virginia’s agreement with 
Siemens Gamesa will 
accelerate the potential 
of offshore wind power 
production, advancing our 
transition to clean, renewable 
energy and resulting in good-
paying jobs and increased 
economic opportunities”

— Secretary of Transportation 
Shannon Valentine
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Loudoun needs you to help map its future
BY LAURA LONGLEY

By the time this issue of the Blue Ridge 
Leader arrives at your local newsstand, 
the heated election for Virginia Gover-

nor, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, and Attorney 
General will be in our 

rearview mirror (unless we have to en-
dure a recount or other challenge).

But this year, your civic obligation 
doesn’t end with that election. Through-
out November, there’s another election 
of sorts that could have equally profound 
impacts on your life. That is the legally 
mandated redistricting of the County, 
which occurs only every 10 years upon 
completion of the U.S. Census.

To participate, go to Loudoun.gov 
and search for the Local Redistricting 
Hub. There you can open the Local Re-
districting Tool, an online mapping tool 
for creating and submitting your elec-
tion district map recommendations to 
the Board of Supervisors. You’ll also find 
seven sample plans and develop and 
submit your own plans for consideration 
within this Tool until Nov. 30, 2021. 

By Jan. 18, 2022, County staff will pro-

vide the Board of Supervisors with map 
recommendations that have been sub-
mitted by the public.

In May, the Board will consider all op-
tions and then vote to adopt a new elec-
tion district map.

Staff then will submit the new 
Board-approved election district map to 
Virginia’s Attorney General for mandat-
ed legal review. 

Upon successful Attorney Gener-
al review, the fully approved map of 
Loudoun’s new election districts should 
be released next August.

“The redistricting process is of major 
importance for every resident of Western 
Loudoun as over the next 10 years our 
area will be under enormous develop-
ment pressure as Eastern Loudoun builds 
out,” explains Al Van Hyuck, chair of the 
Loudoun County Preservation and Con-
servation Coalition. “To me our political 
preferences need to be set aside and our 
focus put on how our future Supervisors 
can best represent our rural and town 
interests among an ever more powerful 
block of Eastern-oriented Supervisors.” 

According to Van Hyuck, there are two 

obvious choices to be made:
“Is it best to have one rural magiste-

rial district that runs north/south and 
is made up entirely of rural residents 
in the towns and county that elects one 
Supervisor leaving eight in the Eastern 
Districts?  

“Or is it better to keep two Supervisors 
in the Blue Ridge and Catoctin Districts 
by splitting Leesburg and doing away 
with the Leesburg District per se?  This 
would allow two Supervisors to share re-
sponsibility for all of Loudoun’s towns as 
well as rural areas and form a strong al-
liance with COLT [Coalition of Loudoun 
Towns] and the Loudoun Historic Vil-
lage Alliance.”

He points out that arguments can be 
made in support of either choice, so it 
is essential that those concerned come 
together in some open forums to reach 
a decision on which alternative best 
meets our needs.  “Then we must all 
join together to prepare the argument 
and advocate for our best option,” Van 
Hyuck adds. “Concerned members of 
the Loudoun County Preservation and 
Conservation Coalition have agreed to 

start the dialogue and examine the al-
ternatives. “ 

The guidelines approved by the Board 
of Supervisors for the redistricting pro-
cess are:

• All districts shall have equal 
representation.

• The plan shall comply with the 
Voting Rights Act.

• All districts must be compact 
and contiguous.

• The Census shall be the source 
of data.

• Preserve communities of 
interest.

• Create districts with similar 
interest among communities.

• Consider voter convenience 
and effectiveness of election 
administration.

• Use geographical or physical 
features, especially arterial 
roadways.

• Consider all alternative plans 
presented by interested groups 
and individuals.

• When possible, do not split 
incorporated towns.

GOVERNMENT

K a m b e r  P e t t y 
R E A LTO R ®

Pearson Smith Realty, LLC
43777 Central Station Drive Suite 390
Ashburn, VA 20147
Office 571 386 1075

KHS HOMES GROUP, Owner
Licensed In VA: 0225-198854
M 571-299-8307
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Loudoun to offer J&J and Moderna 
COVID-19 booster doses

The Virginia Department of Health 
has authorized local health districts to 
begin administering booster doses of 
the Johnson & Johnson  and Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccines for certain individu-
als as recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and au-
thorized by the Food and Drug Adminis-

tration. There are now 
booster recommen-
dations for all three 
available COVID-19 

vaccines in the United States.
In addition, the CDC and VDH have 

approved a “mix and match” approach 
to boosters, allowing people to receive 
a different brand of vaccine for the 
booster dose than what they received in 
their initial vaccine series. For example, 
someone who received the one-dose J&J 
vaccine could receive either the Moder-
na or Pfizer vaccine as a booster.

 Loudoun County is offering booster 
doses of the Moderna and J&J vaccines 
to the recommended groups, in addition 
to the previously approved Pfizer vac-

cine booster, at its Dulles Town Center 
clinic by appointment only. 

“Boosters doses will provide added 
protection to recommended groups who 
are fully vaccinated, but it remains crit-
ical that unvaccinated people also get 
their first doses as soon as possible,” said 
Loudoun County Health Director Dr. Da-
vid Goodfriend. “Loudoun County con-
tinues to have substantial transmission 
of the virus in our community, which can 
be slowed by getting even more people 
vaccinated.”

To date, more than 543,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine have been given in 
Loudoun County, and more than 263,000 
are fully vaccinated. Additionally, more 
than 14,000 booster and third doses 
have been provided so far.

Who Can Get Booster Shots Now

J&J: Anyone who received the J&J 
vaccine can receive a booster dose of any 
of the three vaccine types at least two 
months following their initial vaccina-
tion.

Moderna and Pfizer: Anyone who 
received their initial two-dose series of 
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine at least six 
months (180 days) ago is eligible for a 
booster dose of any of the three types 
of vaccine if they are in any the groups 
approved by the CDC and authorized by 
VDH, which are:

• People 65 years and older.  
• Residents of long-term care 

facilities.
• People 18-64 years old 

with underlying medical 
conditions.

• People 18-64 years old who 
are at increased risk for 
COVID-19 exposure and 
transmission because of 
occupational or institutional 
settings, such as, but not 
limited to, health care workers 
and caregivers for frail or 
immunocompromised people

Residents seeking a vaccine booster 
are not required to offer any proof of 
risk.

In addition to boosters, Loudoun 
County continues to offer vaccination 
appointments to:

• Residents who are 12 and older 
and have not yet received their 
first and/or second dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Residents who 
are moderately and severely 
immunocompromised 
individuals and are 
recommended by the CDC for 
a third dose of the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine.

Vaccines for Children Ages 5-11

Right now, COVID-19 vaccination for 
children under 12 years is not yet au-
thorized. The Loudoun County Health 
Department is planning for the ex-
pected approval of the use of the Pfiz-
er COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 
5–11 years old. The necessary federal 
approvals for vaccinating this group of 
children are expected by early November. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

support local businesses

Advertise your local 
business here.

Contact us to advertise.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Imagine your 
local business 
in this spot.

Contact us to advertise.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

 Virginia’s unemployment rate falls to 3.8 percent
Gov. Ralph Northam announced that Virginia’s un-

employment rate fell to 3.8 percent in September, 2.8 
percentage points below the rate from one year ago. 
Virginia unemployment continues to stay below the 
national rate of 4.8 percent.

In September, the private sector recorded an over-
the-year gain of 69,300 jobs and the public sector 
gained 3,700 jobs, totaling 73,000 new jobs.

“September marks the sixteenth consecutive month 
Virginia’s unemployment rate has dropped,” said 
Northam. “People are working, businesses are hiring, 
and that’s all good news. This consistent progress 
shows the strength of Virginia’s economy, and we need 
to keep this momentum going.”

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 

2,700 jobs over-the-month. The number of unemployed 
residents decreased by 8,606 to 159,786. The number of 
employed residents rose by 4,747 to 4,084,410. In Sep-
tember 2021, Virginia saw over-the-year job gains of 
1.8 percent.

“Even with an unemployment rate well below the 
national average, our administration remains commit-
ted to helping those Virginians who are still searching 
for work,” said Secretary of Labor Megan Healy. “We 
will continue to work with our workforce development 
partners to ensure that all Virginians have access to the 
resources and skills they will need to find a high-quali-
ty career in this new job market.”

“Since this time last year, employment in Virginia has 
increased by more than 70,000 jobs and the unemploy-

ment rate has dropped by 2.8 percentage points,” said 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade Brian Ball. “These 
numbers are just a few of the latest encouraging signs 
for the Commonwealth’s economy in a post-pandemic 
world, and we are optimistic that job growth will con-
tinue in the months ahead.”

Compared to a year ago, on a seasonally adjusted 
basis, nine of eleven major industry divisions experi-
enced employment gains. The largest over-the-year job 
gain occurred in professional and business services, up 
23,800 jobs or 3.1 percent. The next largest over-the-
year job gain occurred in leisure and hospitality, up 
19,300 jobs or 5.9 percent. Trade, transportation, and 
utilities experienced the third largest over-the-year job 
gain of 10,500 jobs or 1.6 percent.

PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service
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Monday 15 November       1pm to 8pm

   141 W. Main Street, Purcellville

Sipping Chocolates  ~  Italian Coffee  ~  Ebelskivers

SEASON RE-OPENING

visit www.thechocolatepalette.org for detailed cafe hours

Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

support local businesses

131 N 21st St, Purcellville    (540) 338-7131

NOVEMBER

Chips and drink $3 extra 

*Excludes specialty coffee

THANKSGIVING WARM-UP!

$899*
Turkey reuben 

on marble rye

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 11-30-21

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

You dream it, 
we’ll build it.

 ✦ New homes
 ✦ Additions
 ✦ Renovations
 ✦ Finished 
basements

 ✦ Decks and 
porches

 ✦ Remodeled 
kitchens and 
baths

 ✦ Replacement 
windows

 ✦ Vinyl & hard 
siding

35072 Newlin Court 
Middleburg

571-283-4919
InnovativeRealtyContracting.com 

Class A Licensed & Insured
INNOVATIVE REALTY SOLUTIONS

INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

FINAL SALE
 featured products
of the week

WE GOT'EM!WE GOT'EM!

WINTER CLOTHESWINTER CLOTHES

WINTER CLOTHESWINTER CLOTHESWINTER CLOTHES

138 N 21st Street,
Purcellville

540-751-0707  
 www.reloveit.com
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Loudoun County Juvenile and Do-
mestic Relations Court Chief Judge 
Pamela Brooks found the evidence 
presented Oct. 25 to be sufficient 

to sustain two 
charges of sexual 
assault. 

As previously reported, the boy 
was 14 years old at the time he sexu-
ally assaulted a 15-year-old school-
mate on May 28, 2021. Based on the 
age of the boy at the time of the 
offense, and the seriousness of the 
charges, the hearing was open to the 
public. 

The evidence established that 
the two students agreed to meet in 
the school’s bathroom as they had 
on two prior occasions. They both 
were in the handicap stall and were 
talking for a while together. 

During this meeting, the victim 

testified that the defendant put her 
on the ground and subjected her to 
non-consensual sexual acts. The 
boy remains in detention and is due 
back in court in November. 

We are appreciative of the 
strength of the victim, her family, 
the witnesses, the investigator and 
our victim witness case managers 
and prosecution team, led by Depu-
ty Commonwealth’s Attorney Barry 
Zweig. We appreciate the communi-
ty’s patience in allowing this matter 
to be adjudicated by the Juvenile 
Court judicial system. We will con-
tinue to work with the victim and 
her family throughout the remain-
der of this process.

Nothing was mentioned about the 
second assault at a different school 
by allegedly the same gender fluid 
student.

The Loudoun County Hypothermia 
Shelter will open Monday, Nov. 15,  for 
single adults aged 18 and older in the 
community who are experiencing a 
housing crisis resulting in homeless-
ness. The shelter, which provides a 

warm indoor sleep-
ing environment, 
meals and shower 

facilities, will be open from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7 a.m., seven nights a week through 
March 31, 2022. The shelter also pro-
vides information on other community 
resources, such as food, medical care 
and employment opportunities.  

 The Hypothermia Shelter is located at 
the Loudoun Homeless Services Center, 
19520 Meadowview Court in Leesburg. 
A photo ID will be required for admit-
tance to the shelter. Personal bags and 
belongings must be limited. All bags 
will be searched. The Loudoun County 
firearms ordinance prohibits firearms 
and ammunition in county facilities. All 
bags will be stored in a locked room for 

security during the night.
 Additionally, the following Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 
guidelines for COVID-19 safety are re-
quired to be followed for admittance to 
the shelter:

• Temperature checks:  
Temperatures will be taken with 
a no-contact thermometer.

• Masks: A face covering will be 
provided for anyone who does 
not have one.

• COVID-19 symptom 
screening: Questionnaires will 
be administered verbally by 
shelter staff.

• Hand sanitizer: Hand sanitizer 
will be available for cleaning 
hands frequently.

• Social distancing: Maintain 
distance from others.

 Free bus transportation will be pro-
vided daily at the times and locations 
listed below:

Judge finds sufficient 
evidence to sustain charges 
of sexual assualt

Loudoun County 
Hypothermia Shelter  
opens Nov. 15

GOVERNMENT
GOVERNMENT

 

Worship in the Woods 
at historic 

GGoooodd  SShheepphheerrdd  EEppiissccooppaall  CChhuurrcchh  
Join us for Holy Eucharist on Sunday (11 a.m.) 
& for Christmas Eve candlelight service (6 p.m.)

 
With our ministers Rev. Deborah Rutter & Rev. Melanie Lewis 

27 Good Shepherd Road, Bluemont, VA 
(just west of the Appalachian Trail in the Village of Pine Grove, Clarke County)  

 Come as you are. All are welcome!  
The sanctuary is always open for prayer and meditation. 

www.goodshepherdbluemont.com |540-252-5825 
To order, visit magnoliasmill.com/thanksgiving-order

Orders can be picked up between 10AM and Noon on Thanksgiving Day at Magnolias.
 

MENU

THANKSGIVING
D I N N E R  T O  G O

Order your Thanksgiving Turkey Dinner from Magnolias 
and leave the cooking to us!

For just $250, each order feeds up to six people and includes:

Sage Butter Rubbed Twelve Pound Turkey with Giblet Gravy
 

Roasted Garlic Whipped Potatoes
Sherry Mushroom Green Bean Casserole with Crispy Onions

Bourbon Maple Glazed Carrots
Herbed Focaccia and Sausage Stuffing

Grand Marnier Cranberry Sauce
 

ESH Local Greens Salad, Cabernet Vinaigrette, Grana Padano,
Baby Heirloom Tomatoes, English Cucumbers

 
Magnolia’s Focaccia Bread

 
Choice of Dessert: Magnolias' Dutch Apple Pie or Pumpkin Pie

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Purcellville awarded Recreational Trails Grant

Groundbreaking for Northstar 
Boulevard set for Nov. 5

Developer proposes 17 homes –
Instead of six planned homes at the 
Purcellville Gateway Shopping Center

 The Town of Purcellville has been 
awarded funding from the Virginia De-
partment of Conservation and Recre-

ation and the Federal 
Highway Administra-
tion through the Rec-

reational Trails Program. Thirty-five ap-
plications were received of which nine, 
including the Town of Purcellville, were 
successful. 

The Town of Purcellville’s project will 
establish a new multi-use trail through 
the Suzanne R. Kane Nature Preserve 

to improve accessibility and to estab-
lish connections between existing and 
planned trails and sidewalks.  The grant 
award is for $328,734, which is 80 per-
cent of the total project estimate of 
$410,918.

The multi-use trail through the Su-
zanne R. Kane Nature Preserve will help 
increase the use of and access to the 
nature preserve for recreation, fitness, 
and environmental education; provide 
those using the W&OD Regional Trail 
with a loop through the Town to en-

joy a scenic route along the South Fork 
Catoctin Creek; and create connections 
to schools, neighborhoods, other trails, 
and to the historic downtown business 
district. 

The trail will also provide meaningful 
access to new recreational opportunities 
for those who are disabled. Elements of 
the project include a paved 2,100-foot-
long path that meets the Americans 
with Disabilities Act requirements for 
grading and width; additional parking  

Loudoun County, in partnership with 
the Northern Virginia Transportation 
Authority, invites members of the pub-
lic to attend a groundbreaking ceremony 

for the start of con-
struction of North-
star Boulevard, Phase 

II, from Rt. 50 to Tall Cedars Parkway, on 
Friday, Nov. 5, 2021, at 11 a.m. The event 
will take place near the intersection of 
Northstar Boulevard and Tall Cedars 
Parkway in Aldie.

Members of the Board of Supervisors, 
the NVTA, and the Virginia Department 
of Transportation are scheduled to be 
on hand for the ceremonial breaking of 
ground, kicking off construction of this 
regionally significant project.

This project provides for the construc-
tion of the segment of Northstar Boule-
vard from Rt. 50 to Tall Cedars Parkway, 
addressing traffic congestion in the cor-
ridor, and improving capacity and safe-
ty on existing roadway networks within 
the Dulles South area. The project in-
cludes the construction of a new signal-
ized intersection on Rt. 50, located near 
VDOT’s Arcola maintenance area head-
quarters. When completed, this segment 
of Northstar Boulevard will provide an 

alternative north/south connection to 
Rt. 50, improving capacity and safety on 
existing roadway networks within the 
Dulles South area.

VDOT has recognized Northstar Bou-
levard as part of a north/south Corri-
dor of Statewide Significance due to its 
potential to reduce congestion on par-
allel north/south routes between I-95 
and Dulles International Airport and to 
connect travelers to activity centers in 
Loudoun County and beyond.

 The county is also developing anoth-
er segment of Northstar Boulevard from 
Evergreen Mills Road (formerly Shreve-
port Drive) to Rt. 50, which will join this 
segment with the existing roadway in 
the Brambleton area.

Funding for this project is from the 
state Revenue Sharing Program admin-
istered by VDOT, the NVTA Regional 
Revenue Fund (70 percent Funds) and 
Local Distribution Fund (30 percent 
Funds), and proffers. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed by winter 2024.

More information, including a link to 
sign up for updates on the project, can 
be found on the project page on the 
Loudoun County website.

Members of the Kingsbridge com-
munity met recently with Steffen War-
field of the Warfield Development Com-

pany, LLC. to limit 
expansion of the 
number of homes 

on the Purcellville Gateway proper-
ty. There are three acres left, (as well as a 
small not yet developed space of com-

mercial of approximately 2,500-3,000 
square feet) in the Purcellville Gateway 
shopping center, which is zoned for 
six homes. This was done, when they 
planned the shopping center, to create 
a transition to the residential neigh-
borhood. Warfield is gaging the com-
munity’s desire to change the zoning 

GOVERNMENT
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Is the COVID-19 
Vaccine Safe?

Let’s Talk Facts:

Dr. Tonya Adkins, 
Chief Medical 

Officer, 
Healthworks

The Pfizer vaccine has received full approval from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The other 
vaccines are also seeking full approval.

What Does this Mean?
The vaccines have gone through the most rigorous 
safety testing in the world. And after approval, vaccine 
safety monitoring continues. So you can be sure the 
vaccine is safe. 

If you have questions, 
talk to your local health 
care provider and visit 
www.StayWellNoVa.
com to learn more.

Protect Yourself  
and Your Family!
Schedule your COVID –  
and flu – vaccines 
today.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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The project will establish a 
new multi-use trail through 
the Suzanne R. Kane 
Nature Preserve to improve 
accessibility and to establish 
connections between 
existing and planned trails 
and sidewalks.
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Loudoun Workforce Resource 
Center offers Saturday seminars 

GOVERNMENT

The Loudoun Workforce Resource 
Center will host virtual workshops 
on three Saturdays in November for 
Loudoun County job seekers as well as 
current workers seeking to upgrade their 
skills.

 “We are delighted to once again offer 
‘Saturday Seminars in 
November’ to support 
individuals seeking 

educational opportunities outside the 
normal business week,” said Loudoun 
County Workforce Team Leader Shelly 
Rodriguez. “We will be hosting sessions 
on some of our most frequently request-
ed topics.” 

 Visit loudoun.gov/wrcworkshops for 
detailed information about each event 
and how to register. Events will include:

Coffee with a Career Counselor: Nov. 

6, 9 - 10 a.m., For details and to register, 
visit: loudoun.gov/virtualcoffee.

Navigating LinkedIn for New Us-
ers: Nov. 6, 10 - 11 a.m.

Loudoun County Employment Infor-
mation Session: Nov. 13, 10 - 11:15 a.m.

The Mystery of Applicant Tracking 
Systems: Nov. 20, 9 - 10:30 a.m.

Avoiding Job Scams: Nov.20, 11 a.m. - 
12 p.m.

The Loudoun Workforce Resource 
Center provides no-cost resources and 
equipment to both job seekers and busi-
nesses and connects businesses and job 
seekers to help them achieve their em-
ployment goals.

 More information about the services 
provided by the Loudoun Workforce 
Resource Center may be found online 
at loudoun.gov/wrc.

The historic Town of Middleburg, located in the heart 
of Virginia’s horse country, is well known for its bucolic 
countryside, unique shopping, fine dining and luxuri-
ous accommodations. 

Each year on the first Saturday in December the Town 
hosts its annual holiday celebration, Christmas in Mid-

dleburg. The traditional Christmas 
festivities, with the backdrop of a 
classic hunt country village have 

become a family tradition and essential part of the 
spirit of Christmas for small children, world travelers, 
and visitors from far and wide.  

Christmas in Middleburg is a wonderful community 
event. Festivities begin at 8 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 4 with 
Breakfast with Santa and a silent auction at the Middle-
burg Community Charter School. The event features a 
delicious buffet-style pancake breakfast, silent auction, 
and pictures with Santa & Mrs. Claus. Visit https://
www.mccspto.org/breakfast-with-santa for additional 
information.

Starting at 11 a.m. the Middleburg Hunt Review takes 
to the streets creating a spectacular sight as approxi-
mately 150 horses, riders in hunting attire and dozens 
of hounds come through the town. Throughout the day 
there are choir performances, hayrides, the Christmas 
in Middleburg Craft Fair at the Middleburg Community 
Center (300 West Washington Street), as well as shop-
ping and dining in the town’s shops and restaurants. In 
addition to the town’s restaurants, food trucks will be 
located on N. Pickering St., behind the BB&T Bank 
during the event.

The Middleburg Christmas Parade begins at 2 p.m. 
as spectators line the sidewalks along Washington 
Street (Rt. 50) to watch as a unique assortment of 
floats, troops, and musical groups march by. In keep-
ing with the animal friendliness of the town, the parade 
includes horses, ponies, llamas, alpacas and a variety 
of dog breeds.  Not to be missed are the antique fire 

trucks and of course, Santa brings up the rear riding on 
a beautiful horse drawn coach.

From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. adults can relax and enjoy the 
Spirit of Middleburg. The progressive hospitality of 
food and wine tasting will allow adults to wind down 
and relax at Middleburg establishments of their choice 
while sampling foods, wines, and spirits from through-
out the area at local restaurants. Visit https://christma-
sinmiddleburg.org/#schedule for a full list of Spirit of 
Middleburg stops.

The Middleburg Business and Professional Associa-
tion will host a Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony on 
Friday, Dec. 3. Caroling begins at 5 p.m., behind the 
Pink Box Visitor Center at 12 North Madison St. Re-
freshments will also be served. Mayor Bridge Littleton 
will lead the countdown to the tree lighting. The town’s 
Christmas tree features over 1,000 lights. Call the Pink 
Box Visitor Center at 540-687-8888 for additional in-

formation.
Three parking pass options for Christmas in Middle-

burg will be available for $30 - $50 per vehicle. Shuttle 
service will be provided. Visit https://christmasinmid-
dleburg.org/purchase-parking/  to purchase parking 
passes. Please note: Advanced purchase of parking 
passes is required (no day-of sales). Parking will be lim-
ited in 2021 due to crowd restrictions.

For additional information call 540-266-3115 or 
email Organizer@ChristmasinMiddleburg.org. Vis-
it www.ChristmasinMiddleburg.org to view an event 
schedule, list of activities, shop specials, and more. 
Follow Christmas in Middleburg on Facebook for event 
updates.

Visit https://visitmiddleburgva.com/calendar/ for a 
complete schedule of events taking place in Middle-
burg this holiday season.

Christmas in Middleburg, Dec. 4

New online system for advisory 
boards, commissions and 
committees

Loudoun County has launched an 
improved online portal for advisory 
boards, commissions and commit-

tees, OnBoard. 
Through the 

portal, residents 
can view board details, member-
ship rosters, vacancies and term 
expiration dates, as well as apply 
for an advisory board, commission 
or committee online.  In addition 
to a better presentation for users of 
the Loudoun County website, the 
new system also creates application 
management and tracking member-
ship efficiencies.

Members of the public are encour-
aged to apply to serve on the many 
advisory boards, commissions, and 
committees which provide oppor-
tunities for direct involvement in 
local government by residents of 
Loudoun County. There are current-
ly more than 40 advisory boards, 
commissions and committees, cov-
ering topics ranging from animals 
to zoning. The Board of Supervisors 
appoints citizens to fill vacancies on 
most advisory boards, commissions 
and committees.

To access the portal, visit loudoun.
gov/advisory.

GOVERNMENT

COMMUNITY
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• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Fall Ahead Not Behind
Let us do your painting.

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

BY ANDREA GAINES

 We love the look, versatility, and fla-
vor of these three Thanksgiving dishes – 
an easy-to-make cranberry chutney (de-
licious on turkey and/or whatever vege-
tables/deserts you are serving), a won-
derful, earthy, and spicy Brussels sprouts 
dish, and, a fresh take on a pumpkin pie 
presented as a dessert parfait.

 

Cook & Chill 
Cranberry Chutney

 
Ingredients:
2 to 3 cups fresh or frozen cranberries
    (1/2 cup per person)
1 cup sugar
1 cup water
1 cup orange juice
1 cup golden raisins
1 cup finely minced celery
1 apple, finely diced, skin on
1 tablespoon grated orange peel*
1 teaspoon ground ginger**

 
Directions: 

Combine the cranberries, water, sugar, 
and apples in a saucepan until boiling 
and quite soft – about 20 to 30 minutes. 
Then, simmer the mixture on low for 15 
minutes and transfer to a glass bowl for 
refrigeration, adding all of the remain-
ing ingredients while the mixture is still 
warm, and chilling until cold and thick-
ened. Add finely chopped walnuts or sliv-
ered almonds before serving if you like.

 

* You can also use fresh orange peel; just 
make sure to avoid the white pith (too bit-
ter), and mince as finely as possible.
** You can also use fresh ginger, again, 
finely minced.

 

Spicy Roasted 
Brussels sprouts

 
Ingredients: 
2 cups of cleaned and trimmed Brussels 
sprouts, cut in half lengthwise
¼ tbsp red pepper flakes or cayenne pepper*
¼ cup olive oil
½ teaspoon salt
Dash of black pepper

 
Directions: 

Marinate the Brussels sprouts in the 
other ingredients at room temperature 
for about 15 minutes, and them pop 
them into a 375-degree oven on a sheet 
pan for about 25 to 30 minutes. Check 
regularly to make sure the oil doesn’t 
burn. They can be served at room tem-
perature and are delicious dressed with 
a little of the cranberry chutney.

 
* Omit the red pepper flakes and/or cay-
enne if your guests are sensitive to heat.

 

Pumpkin pie parfait
 

Ingredients:
½ cup per person of your favorite canned 
or home-made pumpkin pie filling
Whipped cream atop each serving* 
1 tablespoon per person of an equal mix-
ture of brown sugar and cinnamon
1-inch of your cranberry chutney per 
glass/serving**
1 ginger snap or other holiday cookie per 
serving

Three Thanksgiving 
beauties – with a 
creative twist

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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Catch Me If You Can soars onto 
The Sterling Playmakers Stage

Catch Me If You Can opens on the 
Sterling Playmakers stage Friday, Nov. 
12. Based on the hit film and the incred-
ible true story, Catch Me If You Can is the 
high-flying musical comedy about chas-
ing your dreams and not getting caught. 

Nominated for four Tony Awards, in-
cluding Best Musical, this big and bright 
spectacle with high-energy dance num-
bers and a riveting story, tells the story 
of precocious teenager, Frank Abagnale, 
Jr., who runs away from home seeking 
fame and fortune. 

With nothing more than his boyish 
charm, a big imagination and millions 
of dollars in forged checks, Frank suc-

cessfully poses as a pilot, a doctor, and a 
lawyer - living the high life and winning 
the girl of his dreams. When Frank’s lies 
catch the attention of FBI agent, Carl 
Hanratty, though, Carl pursues Frank 
across the country to make him pay for 
his crimes.

Sterling Playmakers will per-
form Catch Me If You Can Fridays and 
Saturdays, Nov. 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 
p.m., and Sundays, Nov. 14 and 21 at 
2 p.m. in the theatre at Seneca Ridge 
Middle School. The theatre is located 
at 98 Seneca Ridge Drive, Sterling, VA 
20164. Tickets are $15 for general ad-

mission, and are avail-
able at SterlingPlay-
makers.org or can 
be purchased at the 
door. Saturday, Nov. 
20 performance will 
be sign interpret-
ed by HISsign. For 
more information 
about this delight-
fully entertaining 
production of Catch 
Me If You Can, vis-
it SterlingPlaymak-
ers.org.

International Horse Show gives locals a chance of a lifetime
For many young children who grow 

up riding their ponies in local riding 
rings, paddocks and stables, an inter-
national horse show is far from reach, 
a dream.

Transportation logistics, ex-
tra expenses, and more recently, the 
COVID pandemic, have made this 
type of opportunity too complex to 

navigate and a goal 
too hard to achieve. 
National horse 

shows often require many smaller 
shows, collecting points through rib-
bon placement, and a yearlong or lon-
ger process. Most young riders never 
will have a chance to compete in a 
show of this level, often exhibited by 
the nation’s highest equine competi-
tors.

But local young rider, Angelina 
Rossi of Purcellville, with her jumper 
horse, Winston, and Bruce Leland of 
Old School Farm in Bluemont, took 
home first place prizes in local inter-

national show at Morven Park in Lees-
burg winning the .95 Jumper class.

This past weekend; however, Mor-
ven Park Equine Center, well known 
for its world famous veterinary clinic, 
also became an exhibition to many 
high level equine competitors in what 
is known as “local day” at the Washing-
ton International Horse Show, giving 
regional riders the chance to compete 
at the highest levels of show jump-
ing and equitation, without having to 
qualify collecting points throughout 
the year and without having to travel 
too far to attend the CSI-4*-W Inter-
national show jumping event, as well 
as a USEF Premier Hunter and USEF 6* 
Jumper show, one of America’s most 
elite horse shows. Founded in 1958, 
historically the show takes place every 
October in the Capital One Arena in 
downtown Washington, D.C. The 
event is highlighted by international 
level show jumping, top show hunters, 
and two equitation championships. 

Morven Park is a 1,000-acre his-
toric estate. Owned and operated by 
Westmoreland Davis Memorial Foun-
dation, a non-profit organization. 
Morven Park first opened to the public 
in 1967 but rarely holds a show such 
as Washington International.

Washington International Horse 
Show’s “local” day came home this 
year to Morven Park Equine Center 
on Oct. 22, and it was a true victory 
and dream come true for a local Pur-
cellville young rider named Angelina 
Rossi.

Oct. 30, was a perfect day to host 
the military vehicles during today’s 
back roads convoy tour.  This was tak-
en at their lunch stop at the Harvest 

Gap Brewery on 
Route 9 just east 
of Hillsboro.  The 

fall tour started at the VFW in Lees-
burg and made its way along the dirt 
roads to Waterford, Taylorstown, 

Lovettsville, Morrisonville, and Hills-
boro.  About 14 veterans and military 
vehicle owners typically get together 
twice a year for a convoy tour - one in 
the fall, and one in the spring.  Most 
of us are from Loudoun County, but 
we had others from Winchester and 
Annandale join us this year. Leading 
the group is Lee Phillips from Ham-
ilton.

Military Vehicle convoy enjoyed 
a tour on Loudoun’s dirt roads

COMMUNITY

Left to Right: Trainer Bruce Leland and Angelina Rossi on her horse Winston.
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As part of its free “Ask the Expert” lec-
ture series, Inova will host “Lung Cancer 
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Op-
tions” on Thursday, Nov. 4 from 6 – 7:30 

p.m. using the Zoom 
video platform. 

Lung cancer is the 
second most common 

cancer in both men and women – and 
the leading cause of cancer death in the 
U.S. Thanks to smoking cessation and 
advances in early detection and treat-
ment, lung cancer deaths are declining.

Annual lung cancer screening with 
low-dose computed tomography is rec-
ommended for adults ages 55 to 80 who 
have a 30 pack-year smoking history and 
currently smoke, or have quit within the 
past 15 years. 

Inova’s Lung Cancer Screening pro-
gram is designed to detect cancer in its 
earliest, most treatable stage. Should 
cancer be detected, a multidisciplinary 
team of board certified interventional 

pulmonologists, thoracic surgeons and 
thoracic medical and radiation oncolo-
gists work hand-in-hand to coordinate 
and manage the patient’s care.

Join Dr. Amit “Bobby” Mahajan, 
board-certified interventional pulm-
onologist and Medical Director of the 
Inova Interventional Pulmonology 
and Complex Airway Disease Program, 
and Dr. Michael Weyant, board-certified 
thoracic surgeon and Medical Director of 
the Inova Thoracic Surgery Program, for 
an interactive discussion about the evo-
lution of lung cancer screening and the 
cutting-edge technology, research and 
treatment options available today.

 Register at inova.org/AskTheExpert or 
call 1.855.MY.INOVA (855.694.6682). 
Zoom log in details will be emailed after 
participants register.

Interventional pulmonology, thorac-
ic surgery and lung cancer screening 
services is available at Inova Loudoun 
Hospital beginning Nov. 1. 

Inova Loudoun Mobile Health Services:  
November 2021

Inova Loudoun Hospital Mobile Health 
Services will be providing countywide 
blood pressure screenings at a variety of 
locations during the month of Novem-
ber. The screenings are free. For further 
information call the Mobile Health ho-
tline at 703-858-8818 or visit www.ino-
va.org/mobilehealth. 

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 9 a.m. to noon
Dulles South Multipurpose Center
24950 Riding Center Dr., South Rid-
ing BP Screenings

Wednesday, Nov. 3, 10 a.m. to noon
Leesburg Senior Center
102 North St., Leesburg
BP Screenings

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 9 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center

21060 Whitfield Pl., Sterling BP 
Screenings

Wednesday, Nov. 10, 10 a.m. to noon
WaltonWood
44141 Russell Branch Pkwy., Ashburn
BP Screenings

Monday, Nov. 15, 9 to 11 a.m.
William Watters House 
22365 Enterprise St., Sterling  
BP Screenings

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 10 a.m. to noon
Ashburn Senior Center
20880 Marblehead Dr., Ashburn
BP Screenings

Wednesday, Nov. 17, 10 a.m. to 
noon
Wingler House
30900 Runnymeade Terr., Ashburn
BP Screenings

Inova offering virtual “Ask the Expert”  
lecture and mobile services

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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The Loudoun Symphony Orchestra 
will premiere a virtual concert, Hon-
oring our Veterans at 11 a.m. on 
Nov.11. 

The program features patriotic 
music including the Armed Forces 

Medley, Poeme 
Heroique, Wash-
ington Post March, 

Jupiter from The Planets, Battle 
Hymn of the Republic and poems 
and stories shared by Maestra Nancia 
DAlimonte. The program is 45 min-
utes long and is available at www.
loudounsymphony.org.

Now in its 31st season, the mis-

sion of the Loudoun Symphony is 
to enrich our community through 
music.  To carry out this mission, 
a full season of six virtual and 
in-person orchestral concerts is 
presented, including two annual 
holiday concerts. The education-
al outreach program includes the 
Loudoun Symphony Youth Orches-
tra program which now provides 
performance opportunities for 
talented students through three 
ensembles and intensive training 
through a week-long Summer Or-
chestral Institute. www.loudoun-
symphony.org.    

The Loudoun County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Ser-
vices announces that its five senior cen-

ters are now open Sat-
urday mornings from 
8 a.m. until noon. Rec-

reational options for adults 55 and older 
include exercise classes, pickleball and 
billiards, as well as classes in knitting, 
crocheting and personal enrichment.

The annual membership fee of $32 for 
county residents and $48 for non-res-
idents applies to locations in Ashburn, 
Leesburg, Purcellville, South Riding and 
Sterling. Visitors can opt to pay a daily 
drop-in fee. 

Visit loudoun.gov/prcs for more in-
formation about senior center locations, 
hours and programs or contact the cen-
ters directly.

Senior center locations:

• Ashburn Senior Center, 20880 
Marblehead Drive, Ashburn. 
Phone: 571-367-8340.

• Carver Senior Center, 200 Willie 
Palmer Way, Purcellville. Phone: 
571-258-3400.

• Dulles South Senior Center, 
24950 Riding Center Drive, 
South Riding. Phone: 571-258-
3883.

• Senior Center at Cascades, 21060 
Whitfield Place, Sterling. Phone: 
571-258-3280.

• Senior Center of Leesburg, 102 
North Street NW, Leesburg. 
Phone: 703-737-8039.

Sign up for text and email alerts about 
PRCS news and events.

Follow @loudounprcs on Facebook  
and other social media.

Loudoun Symphony Orchestra 
virtual concert Nov. 11

County Senior Centers  
now open Saturdays
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“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

Stay informed.
www.BlueRidgeLeader.com
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Loudoun County’s nonprofit grant 
application process for community 
nonprofit organizations will open on 

Nov. 8, 2021, when 
the Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY 2023) Human 

Service Nonprofit Grant Application 
will be made available at loudoun.
gov/nonprofitgrants.

Nonprofits certified as 501(c)3 or-
ganizations that provide human ser-
vices to Loudoun County residents 
in the areas of need identified and 
approved by the Board of Supervisors 
for FY 2023 are eligible to apply for 
funding. The areas of need are:

• Prevention and Self-
Sufficiency: Services focused 
on assisting individuals and 
families in becoming and/
or remaining independent 
and stable, and providing 
tools, skills, strategies, and 
resources to individuals and 
families.

• Crisis Intervention and 
Diversion: Services provided 
to individuals and families in 
crisis to overcome immediate 
problems and reduce or 
prevent the need for more 
restrictive and expensive 
higher-level services.

• Long-Term Support: 
Services that focus on 
assisting individuals 
who have continuing, 
long-term support needs 
to remain healthy, safe 
and independent in the 
community.

• Improved Quality of 
Human Services: Services 
and opportunities provided 
to individuals, organizations 
and communities that 
enhance the quality, 
accessibility, accountability 
and coordination of services 
provided by community 
organizations.

The online grant application 
and related documents are sched-

uled to be posted by 3 p.m., Nov. 8, 
at loudoun.gov/nonprofitgrants. Ap-
plications must be submitted by 4 
p.m., Dec. 21. The amount of funding 
for FY 2023 will be determined by the 
Board of Supervisors as part of the 
county’s adopted FY 2023 budget. In 
FY 2022, the budget for human ser-
vice nonprofit grant funding was $1.8 
million.

Funding Options

Loudoun County has two options 
for organizations seeking funds 
through the FY 2023 human service 
nonprofit grant process:

The standard nonprofit grant ap-
plication process for organizations 
seeking awards of $5,001 - $113,000; 
organizations will be awarded pro-
portional funding.

A mini-grants process providing a 
simplified application for organiza-
tions applying for a grant of $5,000 
or less; organizations will be award-
ed the full amount requested. The 
mini-grants program is designed for 
innovative small-scale projects and 
new or small organizations that may 
lack the capacity to write a larger 
grant.

Pre-Application Information Webinar on 
Nov. 9

Prospective applicants are strong-
ly encouraged to participate in a 
pre-application information webinar 
hosted by the county scheduled for 
Nov. 9, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Infor-
mation on how to access the webinar 
is available at loudoun.gov/nonprof-
itgrants and loudoun.gov/remote-
participation. The webinar will be re-
corded and will be available to access 
at loudoun.gov/nonprofitgrants.

Anyone who requires a reasonable 
accommodation for any type of dis-
ability or who needs language as-
sistance to participate in the appli-
cation process should contact non-
profits@loudoun.gov.

For more information, vis-
it loudoun.gov/nonprofitgrants, or 
send an email to nonprofits@
loudoun.gov.

Human Service Nonprofit 
Grant Application process 
opens Nov. 8
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Thanksgiving 5K or Turkey Trot, are just 
a few ways to be active or to recover after 
a heavy meal.

Volunteer.  Thanksgiving is a wonder-
ful time to serve your community, and 
there are several ways to give back in 
our area – donating a turkey or to a local 
food bank, visiting the elderly, working 
at a soup kitchen, delivering for Meals on 
Wheels, etc., are just a few possibilities 
to consider.  

In addition to doing some good in the 
world for those less fortunate than you 
or those in need, research on volunteer-
ing has also shown that people are hap-
pier after volunteering.  With depression 
and anxiety rates skyrocketing during 
COVID-19, the need to give is especial-
ly great this Thanksgiving, and you will 
probably feel better about yourself when 
you do it.       

Reflect.  Research studies have re-
peatedly shown the power of positive 
thinking.  People who think positively 
during times of adversity have consis-
tently reported experiencing lower rates 

of stress/anxiety, depression and health 
struggles and higher rates of happiness 
and wellness.  We’ve all been impacted 
by COVID-19 in different ways, and the 
pandemic has forced many of us to take 
inventory when it comes to how we’re 
living our lives. 

 Do you have balance when it comes to 
you work life and personal life?  Are you 
thinking about a career change?  How 
healthy are your important relation-
ships, and are their changes you would 
like to make?  Thinking positively is im-
portant when it comes to self-reflection 
and to making changes in your life that 
are good for you.

“Gratitude is the inward feeling of 
kindness received. Thankfulness is the 
natural impulse to express that feeling. 
Thanksgiving is the following of that im-
pulse.” ~ Henry Van Dyke

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

HYPOTHERMIA SHELTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

• Loudoun County Transit Bus 
Route 82 bus stop across 
the street from the William 
Watters House located at 
22365 Enterprise Street in 
Sterling. The bus arrives at 
5:30 p.m. and departs at 5:45 
p.m.

• Loudoun County Transit 
Bus Route 57 bus stop near 
the right rear side of the 
Shenandoah building located 
at 102 Heritage Way, NE in 
Leesburg. The bus arrives at 
6:30 p.m. and departs at 6:45 
p.m.

On weekends and holidays, the 
county will also provide a morning 

shuttle drop-off from the shelter to 
each of the stops noted above.

 The Hypothermia Shelter, former-
ly called the Cold Weather Shelter, 
is operated by Loudoun County in 
partnership with the Loudoun Coun-
ty Continuum of Care. The CoC is 
a coalition of public, nonprofit and 
faith-based organizations that pro-
vide a variety of shelter and support 
services to those experiencing home-
lessness or people at risk of becoming 
homeless. Staff support for the CoC is 
provided by the Loudoun County De-
partment of Family Services.

 More information about services 
available to those experiencing 
homelessness in Loudoun County 
may be found at loudoun.gov/CoC or 
by calling 703-777-0420.

Glass Government Ecosystems launch-
es the Purcellville Portal, a tool power-
ing the town’s local economic recovery 
initiatives The portal will enable local 
businesses to transform their traditional 
catalogs of products and services into ful-
ly-digital online stores, so local govern-
ment departments and residents can buy 
from them seamlessly. 

Silicon Valley software ecosystem 
company, GLASS, officially launched the 
Purcellville Portal, a powerful and easy-
to-use platform designed to simplify how 
the Town of Purcellville and the local 
community discover and buy from their 

small and local businesses. Through the 
portal, Purcellville businesses will be able 
to create their first online stores to start 
receiving orders and digital payments in 
a streamlined and compliant fashion. The 
portal aims to complement Purcellville’s 
economic recovery efforts, helping local 
businesses embrace digital transforma-
tion and engage with potential custom-
ers eager to buy locally. 

The Town government will benefit from 
upgrading its business directory into a dy-
namic and always-updated database, that 
town staff can use to identify new vendors, 
request fast quotes, and conduct more sus-

tainable purchases. “This platform increas-
es sales and visibility to our local business, 
with lower operational costs and conve-
nience to customers. 

With many of our businesses facing 
staffing challenges, this electronic mar-
keting and sales platform will lessen 
that burden,” said Purcellville Mayor, 
Kwasi Fraser. Fraser continued, “Unlike 
our previous static business directory, 
this dynamic platform can measure and 
report on actual customer sales and en-
gagement to each store owner. Making 
the purchase path and experience easier 
and at a lower cost increases the veloci-

ty of revenue to our local businesses and 
benefits our tax base.” 

Government procurement expert and 
GLASS chief executive, Paola Santa-
na, celebrated the program, referring  
to the 400 million small and medium 
businesses that constitute the backbone 
of our local economies and main source 
of job creation, delivering over 40 percent 
of countries’ gross domestic product. 

“We’re on a mission to connect small 
businesses with their local and govern-
ment markets, and are excited to work 
alongside government leadership in  

Beginning Monday, Oct. 18, at 5 
a.m., Loudoun County in coordina-
tion with the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) will de-
ploy an intelligent transportation 
system (ITS) which includes color, 
closed-circuit television camer-
as (CCTV) and dynamic message 
signs (DMS) at five locations. By ty-
ing into the CCTV cameras, VDOT’s 
Transportation Operations Center 
can stay updated on incidents on 
the roads and share accurate in-
formation with the public, traffic 
reporters and law enforcement and 
fire-rescue agencies. In addition, 
this information from Loudoun 
County roads will be added into the 
VDOT’s regional transportation 
operation network. These signs 
will enable drivers to be better in-
formed and make safer and more 
coordinated commuting decisions.

 The county has installed the ITS 
devices at key locations:

• Route 50 east of Tall Cedar 
Parkway

• Route 50 east of Loudoun 
County Parkway

• Route 50 east of Stone 
Spring Boulevard

• Loudoun County Parkway 
north of Route 50

• Route 7 Bypass west of 
Route 15

Each site will have two dynamic 
messaging signs facing both traffic 
directions, a CCTV camera on a pole 
extension and a cabinet for the ITS 

equipment. The equipment will be 
placed in the median of the road-
way. The DMS and CCTV cameras 
will be integrated into the VDOT 
statewide 511 system so users can 
get the most updated information, 
which can be accessed through the 
VDOT website, by telephone or a 
smartphone app.

 The Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors approved and allocat-
ed monies in the Fiscal Year 2019 
budget for this project. The county 
completed the design in Septem-
ber 2020 and VDOT administered 
the project’s construction. VDOT 
offered surplus ITS equipment to 
the county from the recently de-
commissioned I-66 Active Traffic 
Management System, which saves 
the county the expense of pur-
chasing new units and furthers the 
sustainable practice of repurposing 
equipment.

 For more information, contact 
the Loudoun County Department 
of Transportation and Capital In-
frastructure at dtci@loudoun.
gov or Ellen Kamilakis, VDOT, 
Northern Virginia District, at ellen.
kamilakis@vdot.virginia.gov.

 Loudoun County provides traf-
fic alerts through Alert Loudoun, 
the county’s email and text noti-
fication system. To sign up for the 
“Loudoun Traffic and Road Clo-
sures” category, visit loudoun.gov/
alert.

Glass Government Ecosystems launches Purcellville Portal 

Loudoun Deploys 
Intelligent Transportation 
System on roadways

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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REMINGTON, VA
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Maple Cottage Pottery in Blue-
mont, VA will hold an open studio 
sale on Dec. 4, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Also in attendance will be the varied 

works of LoCo Pot-
ters, a collective of 
talented local arti-
sans.  Offerings in-

clude functional works for the home 
and garden, holiday-themed items, 
and many one-of-a-kind art pieces.  
With so many holiday bazars can-
celled this year due to COVID-19 con-

cerns, this is an opportunity to shop 
for handmade gifts at an outdoor 
event that follows current health and 
safety recommendations.  There will 
also be a blazing fire pit for warmth 
and seasonal cheer.

Maple Cottage Pottery is located 
at 18301 Clayton Hall Rd., Bluemont, 
VA 20135.  From Rt 7, turn right into 
the long paved driveway just before 
the “Welcome to Bluemont” sign.  For 
more information contact: maple-
cottagepottery@gmail.com  

Maple Cottage Pottery 
hosts pottery sale with 
LoCo Potters Dec. 4

COMMUNITY

At its Fiscal Year Annual Meeting of 
participants in the VACo/VML Virginia 
Investment Pool, Clark Case, Finance 
Director for the Town of Leesburg, was 
appointed to VACo/VML Virginia In-
vestment Pool Board of Trustees.

Case was one of four representatives 
appointed to the board. He will serve for 
three-year terms expiring at the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Annual Meeting.

VML/VACo Finance is a leading finan-
cial services provider for Virginia local 
governments and the administrator of 
the VACo/VML Virginia Investment Pool. 

The Board of Trustees is composed of of-
ficials who are elected by representatives 
of participating localities and political 
subdivisions who oversee responsibili-
ties and establish policies for the VACo/
VML Virginia Investment Pool.

The VACo/VML Virginia Investment 
Pool manages the fixed income assets 
invested by participating political sub-
divisions in two funds, the VIP Stable 
NAV Liquidity Pool and the VIP 1-3 Year 
High Quality Bond Fund. Founded in 
2013, the Trust currently holds approxi-
mately $2.2 billion in assets.

 Leesburg Finance Director 
Appointed to VACo/VML 
Virginia Investment Pool  Board
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cultivation, number one in the amount of 
hops grown, number one in the amount 
of honey collected and sold, and number 
one in the number of alpacas and llamas.  
We also rank right up there in terms of the 
number of women farmers, and the num-
ber of farmers who have military service.   
Other numbers, according to the 2019 
census: Loudoun County has 1,259 farms 
covering 121,932 acres.  This makes for, 
not just a beautiful landscape, but a very 
productive one.

According to Economic Development’s 
website: Loudoun-made, Loudoun-
grown products “run the gamut from 
hay to hogs and goats to grapes, plus 
products made from Loudoun-grown 
raw materials, such as beer, wine, cheese, 
honey and wool.”

Diversity in agriculture, works

As you might have guessed from the 
alpacas and llamas statistics, today, 
Loudoun’s agricultural economy is re-
ally diverse, and comes in a wide, wide 
variety of forms, from traditional cattle 
farms, corn rows, and forestry business-
es, to wineries, and experience-based 
businesses and events such as B&Bs, 
farm tours and tractor rides.  And yes, 
even, hand-knit sweaters.

The Virginia Farm Bureau is active 
in local farming communities in many 
ways, including helping kids learn about 
the process of agriculture with their Vir-
ginia Agriculture in the Classroom pro-
gram.

For our 2021-2022 school year the 
VAFB awarded 61 grants in and to 42 
towns, counties, non-profits and school 

systems. 
The program has an incredible reach, 

providing 20,000 kids in both urban and 
rural areas with agriculture-related edu-
cation and experiences.  Cutting a wide 
swath, kids see how everything from ba-
sic gardening, to animal care works.

Along the way they are exposed to 
helpful information about nutrition, fu-
ture career opportunities and the like.

Tammy Maxey is the Program Director 
for the farm bureau’s Agriculture in the 
Classroom program.  Dozens and doz-
ens of County Schools and non-profits 
are benefitting from this VAFB program, 
including here in Loudoun and in our 
neighboring communities.

Examples include the Fairfax Coun-
ty’s Greenbriar East Greenbriar East El-
ementary School, Liberty Middle School, 

Poe Middle School, Tauxemont Cooper-
ative Preschool, and W.T. Woodson High 
School.

In Culpeper County, the Floyd T. Binns 
Middle School received a grant.  And, 
here in Loudoun County Frederick Dou-
glass Elementary School in Leesburg was 
a beneficiary.

Some grants also went to Virginia Co-
operative Extensions, and 4-H centers, 

The Virginia Farm Bureau’s Agricul-
ture in the Classroom is a national pro-
gram that promotes greater understand-
ing of agriculture through education. 
The Virginia Foundation for Agriculture 
in the Classroom is a nonprofit organi-
zation that receives financial and ad-
ministrative support from Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation. For more informa-
tion visit AgInThrClassroom.org.

highlight the significant gaps in mi-
nority IT jobs access and the need for 
such a program: African Americans 
comprise a mere 1.9 percent of IT ex-
ecutive positions, 7 percent of com-
mercial sector IT jobs, and 14 percent 
in government.

Through the NoVA Datacenter Acad-
emy, said Thomas, the Loudoun Free-
dom Center will be well positioned not 
only to level the playing field but also 
to start something much bigger for 
those who have been marginalized and 
left out of the information technology 
space.

Additionally, through the Freedom 
Technology Group—a Freedom Center 
consortium of predominantly African 
American IT and business profession-
als—Thomas plans to “to create the 
pipeline, prepare the students, propel 

the professionals, and build the first 
Black-owned datacenter campus in 
Loudoun County.”

She added, “When the community 
invests in the community, what hap-
pens is success permeates the com-
munity. So we’re just blessed to have 
people in our community who think so 

much of our students.”
Microsoft Datacenter Academies, 

from South Africa to Southeast Virgin-
ia, operate under the auspices of the 
Microsoft Datacenter Community De-
velopment team.

Bob Reitinger, Workforce Develop-
ment Global Program Lead at Micro-
soft, said, “Microsoft is proud to col-
laborate with Loudoun Freedom Cen-
ter, local educators, and IT partners 
to ensure students acquire skills and 
certifications for employment in the 
growing cloud computing and technol-
ogy sector. Opening a Loudoun Coun-
ty Microsoft Datacenter Academy will 
help create more inclusive economic 
opportunities in Northern Virginia and 
change lives for the better.”

As an official CompTIA educational 
partner, the NoVA Datacenter Acad-
emy, equipped with a state-of-the-

art data center lab, will offer training 
classes and the ability to obtain certifi-
cations in IT Fundamentals+, A+, Net-
work+, Security+, and Cloud+. To lift 
the barriers that impede participation 
for working parents, the Academy will 
offer onsite STEM-based enrichment 
classes for children in grades K-5.

Founded in 2015, the Loudoun Free-
dom Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization dedicated to eliminating 
racial injustice, engendering hope, em-
powerment, and reconciliation through 
Historic Preservation and STEM-based 
learning. The Loudoun Freedom Cen-
ter seeks to increase cultural compe-
tence in K-12 education, inspire inno-
vative opportunities, improve access to 
affordable job training, technical edu-
cation, and career resources needed to 
break cycles of generational poverty in 
underrepresented communities.

FREEDOM CENTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CROPS FOR KIDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

“ASK THE EXPERT”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Thursday, Nov. 18, 10 a.m. to noon
Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville
BP Screenings

Tuesday, Nov. 23, 9 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center
21060 Whitfield Pl., Sterling
BP Screenings

Thursday, Nov. 25, 8 to 10:30 a.m.
Ashburn Farm Thanksgiving Day Rac-
es 10K-5K-2K
43454 Crossroads Dr., Ashburn
First Aid Station

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

head.”
Charlie: “What do you mean?”
Gary: “They tell me I got mental 

thinking confusion disorder.”
I was not surprised at that. On the 

other hand, Gary seemed empathic to a 
problem I had with a particular neigh-
bor. 

Gary: “That lady next door is like my 
mama.”

Charlie: “What did your mother do?”
Gary: “Smoked cigarettes and talked 

to the skillet”
The next morning Gary still had cook-

ware on his mind.
Gary: “You know what happened to 

my mama when she got like that?”
Charlie: “What happened to your 

mama?”
Gary: “Daddy conked her on the head 

with a skillet.”
A few days later, Gary ventured a de-

sire for another sort of social activity.
Gary: “I’m getting me a girlfriend.”
Charlie: “What’s her name?”
Gary: “Mary.”
Charlie: “And?”
Gary: “She sells crack but she’s a nice 

lady.”

He also had my nasty-neighbor-lady 
on his mind.

Gary: “That woman is crazy and she 
don’t like you.”

Charlie: “Yep.”
Gary: “Why don’t you do something 

about her?”
Charlie: “Like what?”
Gary: “Ain’t you got a skillet?”
I didn’t have a skillet but life settled 

down, at least for me. Gary, though, 
needed to rest his mind and was institu-
tionalized at Western State Hospital in 
Staunton. Six months later he was dis-
charged, and on a sleeting February day I 

drove down Interstate 81 to pick him up. 
Gary was much better, though his men-
tal thinking confusion disorder was only 
in remission. That was why we parted 
ways a few months later. 

Peculiarities aside, Gary was part of 
the fabric and spice of life here, as were 
Robert, Albert, Shontelle, Bobby, Stan, 
Will and Luis, Stacie, Cal, Chip, Oscar 
and Mike, Jon and Lee and James. We 
should all feel richer for knowing such 
folks and calling them friends.

Houston developed office buildings in 
Atlanta. He lives in Paeonian Springs.
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Sam Fisher
Associate Broker, Listing Specialist

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

A1 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES, LLC
www.LuckettsLandscaping.com

Reyes Henriquez  
571-490-1879  

A1Chilly@aol.com

Patios
Pavers

Walkways
Stone Work

Retaining Walls

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

P A T I O S  A N D  D E C K S

Contractor/DC License
VA-HIC #270516963

CRISTIAN ARIAS  
240-413-5827    240-413-5673

Candbrothers@gmail.com
www.CandBrothers.com

Round Hill

C & brothers
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
(O) 540-338-1350
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

This business card  
space is available.

For info, email us at 
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

This business card  
space is available.

For info, email us at 
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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WIND TURBINE FACILITY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

economic prosperity across the country, 
and with President Biden’s Build Back 
Better Agenda, we’re showing that the 
United States is open for business on 
clean energy,” said Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer M. Granholm. 

“Virginia is helping lead the way 
to strengthen the nation’s domes-
tic supply chains of renewable energy 
and keep energy prices affordable for 
American households as we strive for a 
cleaner future.”

“We at Siemens Gamesa have shown 
the offshore wind industry the way for 
over 30 years. Establishing the indus-
try’s first dedicated offshore wind tur-
bine blade facility in the United States 
proves again that we are leading the 
offshore revolution,” said Marc Beck-
er, Chief Executive Officer of the Sie-
mens Gamesa Offshore Business Unit. 
“The U.S. offshore market is a critical 
part of our overall global strategy, with 
our presence in Virginia playing a cru-
cial and central role. Our investment 
– reaching triple-digit millions of U.S. 
dollars – would be energized by the 
strong collaboration with Dominion 
Energy and support of Virginia’s legis-
lature and authorities.”

“Virginia is leading the way in off-
shore wind and using blades from this 
new facility in Hampton Roads on our 
Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind proj-
ect is a major win for the region,” said 

Robert M. Blue, Dominion Energy Chair, 
President, and Chief Executive Officer. 
“It is great to see well-paying, clean en-
ergy jobs are on the horizon as an off-
shore wind supply chain develops here 
in Virginia.” 

“This announcement is a major mile-
stone in the development of Virginia’s 
first offshore wind project – and the sec-
ond active offshore wind project in the 
country,” said U.S. Senator Mark Warner. 
“I am proud that Virginia is leading the 
way in offshore wind development and 
reinforcing its role as a major player in 
an industry that will power our future. 
I commend Governor Northam for his 
leadership on this issue and Siemens 
Gamesa and the Port of Virginia for 
bringing this project to the Common-
wealth and creating 21st century jobs. As 
the project progresses, I look forward to 
working at the federal level to pass infra-
structure legislation, which will support 
a wealth of other investments to drive 
innovation, job creation, and economic 
growth for years to come.”

“I applaud Governor Northam and 
Siemens Gamesa for working together 
on this historic partnership that will 
bring good-paying jobs to the Com-
monwealth and strengthen our clean 
energy economy. Today’s announce-
ment is a testament to Virginia’s tal-
ented workforce and robust infrastruc-
ture network, including the Port of 
Virginia, which are key to attract eco-
nomic development,” said U.S. Sena-

tor Tim Kaine. “This partnership will 
further cement the Commonwealth as 
the premiere offshore wind hub for the 
Eastern United States. I’ll keep push-
ing to get the bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act and the Build 
Back Better bill – two transformative, 
complimentary, and essential pieces of 
legislation – across the finish line to en-
sure Virginia has the resources it needs 
to power homes and businesses in need 
and continue to lead the nation in clean 
energy for years to come.”

“Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy 
recognized early on what Virginia has to 
offer companies looking to invest in this 
country’s budding offshore wind indus-
try: unparalleled coastal assets, compre-
hensive and cutting-edge infrastructure 
systems, and a robust workforce pipeline 
unlike any other on the East Coast,” said 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade Brian 
Ball. “This announcement is years in the 
making and takes the Commonwealth 
one step closer to becoming a national 
leader in offshore wind. We thank Sie-
mens Gamesa for its commitment to 
Virginia and look forward to a long and 
productive partnership.”

“Virginia’s agreement with Siemens 
Gamesa will accelerate the potential 
of offshore wind power production, ad-
vancing our transition to clean, renew-
able energy and resulting in good-pay-
ing jobs and increased economic oppor-
tunities,” said Secretary of Transporta-
tion Shannon Valentine. “The Port of 

Virginia’s world-class facilities make it 
the premier location for this emerging 
industry and positions the Common-
wealth as a national leader in offshore 
wind power.”

“The Port of Virginia is proud to be 
able to help with the development of an 
entirely new industry that will spur job 
growth, drive our economy, and create 
the U.S. East Coast’s offshore-wind lo-
gistics hub right here in Portsmouth,” 
said Stephen A. Edwards, Chief Exec-
utive Officer and Executive Director of 
the Virginia Port Authority. “The in-
dustry is going to be closely watching 
Virginia and this port and we welcome 
the interest. We have a very unique op-
portunity to set ourselves apart by be-
ing at the forefront of this movement 
to create clean, renewable energy along 
the East Coast. We welcome Siemens 
Gamesa and are looking forward to a 
long and productive relationship.”

The Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership worked with The Port of 
Virginia, Dominion Energy, the City of 
Portsmouth, the Hampton Roads Alli-
ance, and the General Assembly’s Major 
Employment and Investment Project 
Approval Commission to secure the 
project for Virginia. The Common-
wealth will support the project through 
MEI-approved Virginia Public Building 
Authority bonds of up to $17.1 million 
to support infrastructure improve-
ments and site preparation required for 
the construction of the facility.

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Parkinson’s, I have established a sort 
of détente with the disease,” he writes.

Throughout the book, readers fol-
low Fox as he wrestles with his health, 
the recovery process, the realities of 
aging, and his mortality. Fox’s account 
is powerful in its authenticity and re-
latability. He presents an image of an 
aging man who is coming to grips with 
his legacy. The circumstances of his 
health have forced his hand, leading 
Fox to question his previous adher-
ence to a worldview steeped in opti-
mism.

Fox finds his way through even-
tually, but not before taking readers 
along for the ride. He finds out he has 
a rare tumor in his back, and makes 
the decision to undergo surgery, de-
spite the risks. After all, he’s rolled the 
dice before, such as when he left home 
in pursuit of an acting career. “If you 
don’t take risks, there’s no room for 
luck,” he writes. “I took a chance. I got 
lucky.”

The details he includes surround-
ing his recovery from spinal sur-
gery are poignant. He shares his un-

varnished thoughts and feelings, 
conversations with doctors, the pain 

and loss of independence, and the work 
it takes to heal. While his specific cir-
cumstances might be unique, Fox’s 
story is truly a human one.

In the book, Fox writes about meet-
ing a man named Derek who served in 
the military and endured treatment 
for depression and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. “I just wanted to tell 
you that, because, you know, you’ve 
helped me a lot.” Fox was touched. 
“It stirred a feeling of gratitude: that 
through my example of living with ad-
versity, I was able to positively affect 
someone else’s life,” he writes.

Fox doesn’t know it, but he did the 
same for me. Lucky Man and Always 
Looking Up were the first books I read 
after the accident (once I had healed 
enough to focus my eyes on the page). 
His story gave me hope. If this man 
could overcome the challenges asso-
ciated with being diagnosed with Par-
kinson’s, then I could overcome ev-
erything that came after being burned 
by sulfuric acid.

Instead of doing away with opti-

mism completely, Fox builds on his 
previous books by offering a more 
nuanced and grounded view of opti-
mism. “With gratitude, optimism be-
comes sustainable,” he writes.

It’s likely we won’t be seeing Fox on 
the big screen anytime soon. He writes 
in this book that he has entered “a sec-
ond retirement.” He seems at peace 
with this decision. “I’m not sure it ever 
did, but especially now, my work as an 
actor does not define me,” he writes. 
Neither does his struggle with Parkin-
son’s. One of the many lessons from 
Fox’s life is that we are more than our 
careers, successes, failures, and diag-
noses.

Fox’s story is one of adversity, pain 
and suffering. Yet it is also one of 
joy, perseverance, and meaning. “I can 
be both a realist and an optimist,” he 
declares near the end of his book. I be-
lieve that the rest of us can, too.

Samuel Moore-Sobel is the author of 
Can You See My Scars? His book is 
available on Amazon. To read more 
of his work, visit www.samuelmoore-
sobel.com.

TRAILS GRANT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

spaces with two ADA accessible 
spaces; wayfinding signs designed 
for increased visibility and read-
ability; and two rest areas along the 
path with benches and signage lo-
cated near the creek.

The project will be completed 
in two phases, each lasting up to 
18-months. The first phase is design 
and engineering; the second phase 
is the construction.

DEVELOPER PROPOSES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

from six homes to 17 homes. The pro-
posed project is called the Strathmore 
development.

The neighbors want the zoning to 
remain six homes on three acres. At 
this time, it remains unclear what next 
steps Warfield will take.
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Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs
Wallpaper Removal
Deck Staining/Sealing

703-771-1110

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us

• Not Just A Water-Based Paint Like Others
• We Use Hot Tar Crack Filler

703.582.9712

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment
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HISTORY IN THE FORM OF BARNS, CONTINUED FROM PG 3

area.”
What interested me in this photo was 

the silos, which is fired ceramic and was 
quite common in past years.”

Interestingly, Lancaster was originally 
a native of western Canada. He now lives 
in Waterford. He likes to tell the story of 
how he got into photography. As he relates 
on his website, he “first handled a cam-
era when I was six years old, when his 
grandfather, a photo journalist, let him 
use his old fold-up camera.” But, it was 
only when he retired as an association 

executive ten years ago that he took a 
serious interest in the craft.

He sees photography, not just as a re-
cord of events and life, but an opportu-
nity “to bring the outdoors inside for all 
to enjoy…”

Lancaster is a real award-winner. He 
has a maddingly beautiful collection of 
images celebrating birds, flowers, and 
trees, and what he calls images in Black/
White. He also has a Waterford series of 
photos, still-life photos, a fascinating 
collections known as “Hand at Work,” 
“Old Things,” and much more.

As Lancaster’s website notes: “I have 
developed a 2022 calendar based on the 
photos of the barns of Loudoun County, 
Virginia. This is a project I have under-
taken to do a photographic inventory of 
old Loudoun County barns …”

He has received the Best of Loudoun 
award that runs at the Waterford Fair. He 
has also been featured in Grand Strand 
Magazine.

For more information, or to order 
some holiday gift celebrating the barns 
of Loudoun County, go to https://roger-
lancaster.photos/2022-calendar.  

LETTER: PARKS AND GREEN SPACES,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

THANKSGIVING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

gathered much experience, and had now 
chosen to settle in a place I could live (at 
least for a while) with my own thoughts. 
I think in that short time of living in this 
small, Western Loudoun Town, I trod 
every street within the official limits- 
including Lakeview Cemetery, the Town 
Water facilities (without trespassing, I 
stress), and the highway underpasses on 

the north end of the residential area. 
The one winter in Hamilton (1999-

2000, if I recall correctly) chilled to the 
bones of all concerned and dumped a 
very surprising amount of snow (the 
prior year, renting elsewhere in the area, 
I hardly noticed the season of what I 
would call ‘winter’), and the summer 
months I recall as extremely hot, humid 
and the definition of what we came to 

call ‘code red’ air days on the news. Yes, 
the elements were challenging during 
that time – but I still loved living in that 
imposing-looking mansion (at least to 
me) in that charming little Town. 

I worked hard, found acceptance and 
then grabbed the opportunity to buy a 
small home in Leesburg – but part of me 
will always reside in Hamilton, Virginia. 
And I still like it here. 

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

easy to understand, but to truly 
preserve this place – the Purcell-
ville that we know and love – we 
must undertake decisive action to 
set aside the natural spaces such 
as forests, streams, meadows, that 
create the Purcellville we know 
and love.

Adam Stevenson
Purcellville

Directions: 
For this dish, you are dishing 

up pumpkin pie filling into a nice 
deep stemmed wine or parfait 
glass, adding about an inch of 
your cranberry chutney, topping 
it with whipped cream, dusting 
the whipped cream with your 
brown sugar and cinnamon mix-
ture, and garnishing with a gin-
ger snap or other holiday cookie. 
Easy and so pretty to look at.

 
* The cranberry chutney gives your 
parfait a pretty, layered look, with 
the golden orange of the pump-
kin pie filling, the bright red of the 
chutney, and the fresh whipped 
cream.

 

Get creative 
with your table

 
There are so many beautiful 

holiday colors here – bright red, 
deep green, white.

This gives you the opportunity 
to get creative with your table.

We like to use bright white or 
clear glass dishes, glasses and 
bowls to reveal the playful colors 
of the food and desserts.

Bright red flowers, deep greens 
– the form of pine branches and 
other fresh accents – can be add-
ed to your table to make things 
look and smell festive.

Red, green, and white napkins, 
table cloths, candles and the like 
would work perfectly, too.

Even inexpensive paper nap-
kins will look fantastic. It’s all 
about the colors, smells, and fla-
vors!

Follow local news and information online at www.blueridgeleader.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Aided Dispatch system. These in-
clude areas of interest that may not 
have a physical address associated 
with them, such as Confluence Park. 
This enhancement will help 911 call 
takers to dispatch first responders 
to these locations more quickly. The 
department has also developed a 
process for adding new locations and 
updating information as occupancies 
change.

Conducted countywide public 
informational outreach regarding 
water safety and best practices for 
swimming in and around public wa-
terways.

A complete list of the public safe-
ty improvements identified in the 
significant incident review, which 
includes the progress of each task, 
is posted on the county’s website 
at loudoun.gov/incidentreview.

Improving 911 Call Center Technology

Loudoun County remains commit-
ted to continually improving emer-
gency communications systems. The 
county and region have made signifi-
cant progress over the past year.

Emergency Services Internet Protocol 
Network 

Loudoun County was among the 
first two jurisdictions in Virginia to 

transition from legacy, analog 911 
equipment to the Emergency Services 
Internet Protocol Network. The ESInet 
is a highly secure, resilient network. 
One of its most important features is 
the ability to route 911 calls based on 
a caller’s physical location.

Loudoun County implemented 
the ESInet on August 25, 2020. The 
system implementation began in 
2019 and was almost complete at the 
time of the June 4 drowning incident. 
While several other Northern Virgin-
ia localities have also implemented 
the new technology, all adjoining 911 
call centers must be using the ESInet 
system for it to work optimally.

Emergency 911 (E-911) Border Response 
Workgroup

Following the June 4 drowning of 
Fitz Thomas, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Emergency Management 
formed the E-911 Border Response 
Workgroup. The workgroup, under 
the authority of the Virginia Secre-
tary of Public Safety and Homeland 
Security, is comprised of Thomas’ 
mother, Pastor Michelle Thomas, fire 
and rescue communications staff, 
and other statewide stakeholders. 
The workgroup was formed to as-
sess the deficiencies related to the 
timely routing of emergency calls 
to the appropriate 911 public safety 

answering point across either state 
or county borders. The workgroup 
investigated five functional areas re-
lated to 911 systems and processes: 
governance; technology; equipment 
operations and mitigation strate-
gies; 911 personnel and training; and 
funding and compensation. 

The workgroup presented its fi-
nal report to the General Assembly 
in April 2021. The workgroup’s rec-
ommendations include developing 
a best practices guide for cross bor-
der 911 call processing, improving 
wireless 911 location accuracy, and 
addressing telecommunicator com-
pensation, reclassification, recruit-
ment, training and retention. The re-
port and other information about the 
workgroup are posted on the VDEM 
website.

“The changes and improvements 
to our policies and procedures that 
we’ve made over the past year and 
are working to complete now make us 
better, but sadly, they would not have 
saved young Mr. Thomas because he 
was under water far too long,” said 
Chief Johnson. “We recognize how 
difficult this unfortunate accident 
has been for those who knew and 
loved Fitz Thomas and I pray one day 
those who mourn him will feel some 
comfort knowing that their loss has 
inspired and will continue to inspire 
meaningful change across our com-
munity.”
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

FALLSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

K I T C H E N S  &  B A T H S

Contractor/DC License
VA-HIC #270516963

CRISTIAN ARIAS  
240-413-5827    240-413-5673

Candbrothers@gmail.com
www.CandBrothers.com

Round Hill

C & brothers
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This 
newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or 
to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

Cashier and Customer Service

Full-time
Frontend Customer Service/Cashier  
for busy dry-cleaner’s. Employee will  

be required to support other 
operational tasks. 7 am -3 pm 

Part-time
6-hour afternoon shift workers needed. 

Training available.

Compensation of up to $9 - $11 per 
hour, dependent on experience

COVID-19 considerations and other 
health and safety precautions apply. 
Employees may be required to wear 

masks and use sanitizers etc.

To apply email kay@
myenterprisecleaners.com  

or text 703.870.1082

depending on a variety of factors. Pri-
marily, these are what you want your 
investments to help you achieve (ob-
jectives), how comfortable you are with 
market volatility (risk tolerance), and 
how long it will be before you plan to 
retire (time horizon).

Use tax-advantaged accounts

Even if you don’t have a retirement 
plan as such, chances are you have sav-
ings in employer-sponsored qualified 
retirement plans (QRPs), such as 401(k) 
or 403(b) plans, or a traditional or Roth 
IRA. 

If that’s the case, good for you. These 
tax-advantaged accounts can be great 
ways to work toward your retirement 
goals because paying taxes each year on 
any growth, as you would with taxable 
accounts, can dramatically reduce the 
amount you end up with.

If you participate in a QRP and your 
employer offers a matching contri-
bution, try to contribute at least as 
much as the match – otherwise, you 
are leaving free money on the table. If 
your employer doesn’t offer a QRP or 
you’re self-employed, look into open-
ing an IRA.

Clean up your accounts

Over the years, you may have accu-
mulated a number of IRAs and QRP 

accounts with your current and past 
employers. Along with that, you may 
own taxable investments in different 
full-service and online accounts. And 
your spouse or partner may be in a sim-
ilar situation.

Having a portfolio in pieces like this 
may make it more difficult for you to 
reach your retirement goals. Take time 
to figure out how many accounts you 
actually have, and consider the poten-
tial benefits of consolidating them, in-
cluding helping you to:

• Understand how your assets 
allocated

• Decide when it’s time to 
rebalance

• Know exactly what 
investments you own

• Save time
• Manage your beneficiary 

designations

Try to stay in the market

When the market takes a big hit, you 
may be tempted to sell investments 
with the intention of getting back in 
when the things turn around. This 
practice, known as market timing, may 
sound good, but as we’ve all seen, the 
market can be extremely unpredictable, 
making success with this strategy very 
difficult.

If you get out when the market’s 

down, you could miss out on significant 
gains if it suddenly turns around before 
you get back in. And that can prove 
costly.

Rather than attempting to time the 
market, try to stick with your asset al-
location when there’s market volatility 
unless something major has happened 
in your life (a birth, marriage, illness, 
divorce, etc.) that makes you want to 
change it. 

In addition, consider rebalancing 
once a year by checking your accounts 
to see if market activity has shifted 
your investments away from your de-
sired asset allocation. If it has, you may 
want to sell some investments and buy 
others to bring your accounts back into 
alignment.

Prepare for emergencies

Events like a sudden job loss or unan-
ticipated home repair can quickly derail 
your retirement plans. To help protect 
you and your family, consider keeping 
an emergency fund with enough mon-
ey to cover three to six months of living 
expenses.

These funds should be held in a liquid 
but stable account, such as a bank sav-
ings account, so you can access them 
when needed and not have to worry 
about fluctuations in value. 

Consider an advisory account

If you’re not comfortable with or in-
terested in managing your retirement 
savings, consider using an advisory ac-
count.

These accounts are run by profes-
sional money managers who choose 
the investments, make buy and sell 
decisions, and periodically readjust the 
holdings in the account to maintain 
your chosen asset allocation. Instead 
of paying commissions for trades in 
an advisory account, you are charged a 
management fee based on the value of 
the assets in your account.

Investing involves risk, including the possible loss 
of principal. Asset allocation cannot eliminate the 
risk of fluctuating prices and uncertain returns. 
Diversification does not guarantee profit or protect 
against loss in declining markets. Stocks offer long-
term growth potential but may fluctuate more and 
provide less current income than other investments. 
An investment in the stock market should be made 
with an understanding of the risks associated with 
common stocks, including market fluctuations. 

Wells Fargo Advisors does not offer tax or legal ad-
vice.

This article was written by Wells Fargo Advisors and 
provided courtesy of Richard Ricci, Financial Advisor in 
Bethesda, Maryland at (301) 279-4672.

Investments in securities and insurance prod-
ucts are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUAR-
ANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo 
& Company.

© 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights 
reserved.

Car Expiration Date: 0221-02942. Car Approval 
Number: 08/31/2022.

RICCI, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

COVID-19 BOOSTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

How to Get a COVID-19 Vaccine

To make an appointment online for 
a COVID-19 vaccine at the county’s 
Dulles Town Center site, visit loudoun.
gov/covid19vaccine. Flu vaccine is not 
available at the Dulles Town Center 
clinic. Anyone without internet access 
or who needs assistance making an 
appointment can call the county in-
formation line at 703-737-8300 week-
days 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In addition, COVID-19 vaccine is 
widely available in the community 
from many providers, such as med-
ical offices and pharmacies includ-
ing, but not limited to, CVS, Giant 
Food, Harris Teeter, Safeway, Wal-
greens, Walmart and Wegmans. These 

locations have the benefit of being 
able to also provide flu vaccine at the 
same time, which is recommended by 
the health department. Visit vaccines.
gov to find a vaccination site near you.

Know When You’re Eligible for a Booster 
Dose 

With the CDC guidance calling for 
booster doses to be administered at 
least six months (180 days) after the 
second dose of the Pfizer and Moder-
na vaccines and two months after the 
J&J vaccine, it’s important that people 
know when they completed their ini-
tial series so that they can appropri-
ately time a booster.

You can find the date you completed 
the initial series on your vaccination 
card. If you received that dose in Vir-

ginia and have misplaced the card, you 
can find the date by searching for your 
vaccine record online. If you need as-
sistance over the phone, call 877-VAX-
IN-VA (877-829-4682). Assistance is 
available Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

The Virginia Department of Health 
has added a scannable QR code to 
vaccination records. The technology 
allows anyone vaccinated in Virgin-
ia to show proof of vaccination with 
a digital or printed QR code instead 
of a paper card. If you have moved 
to Loudoun from another state since 
receiving your second dose of Pfiz-
er or Moderna or dose of J&J, you 
should check with the health depart-
ment for your previous jurisdiction for 
your vaccination record.  

Purcellville that sees a tremendous opportunity to 
accelerate local economic recovery with our techno-
logical platforms,” said Santana. The platform will 
also provide on-demand delivery options, intelligent 
dashboards with socio-economic indicators, and 24/7 
technical support via live chat, hotline, and email. To 
see the Purcellville Portal in action, go to www.com-
merce.glass/purcellville.

GLASS GOVERNMENT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26
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At Wildwood 

Landscape we 

believe that our 

work is to be 

practiced with the 

same care, thought 

and skill as other 

fine art forms. All 

of our projects 

are designed 

with aesthetics, 

functionality, and 

sustainability in 

mind. We pride 

ourselves in our 

ability to design 

dramatic and 

exciting landscapes 

and demonstrate 

great care when 

implementing them.

PER HOUR BASED ON EXPERIENCE

MAINTENANCE & PROJECT LABOR POSITIONS

$18 – $30

540-338-7190

now
hiring
ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO

HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID HOLIDAYS & VACATION
GREAT BENEFITS
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Sam Fisher, Associate Broker
703-408-4261 | onthemarketloudoun.com
Pictured Left: Sam & "The Toddler" (2021) | onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

If you are searching for or selling a Country Property in Loudoun County 
put Sam and her Team's 25 years of experience to work for you! 

Watch property videos at onthemarketloudoun.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketteam

"There was never any question of who to list with. Sam did an amazing job selling our home.
We couldn’t have hoped for a better outcome." -Jon & Laurie Remington, Owners 

SOLD Waterford- Trapshire Ct- listed for $1,149,900

"We recently had a home built by Powers Homes. The quality, attention to detail as well as the
customization process were second to none! Dennis & Randall (Father & Son team) took the time

to talk to us and address our questions in a patient and efficient manner. We love our Powers
Home and would recommend them without hesitation." - Megan & Brian Tucker

Truly a wonderful experience with Sam & Curt,
trusted them on day one and they delivered

while keeping our listing a top priority! 
-Owners SOLD Purcellville-  
N Fork Rd- listed for $874,900

SOLD Paeonian Springs- 
Canter Ln- listed for $1,799,900

SOLD Leesburg- 
Bicksler Sq SE- listed for $609,900

SOLD Leesburg- 
Clarksridge Rd- listed for $799,900

SOLD Leesburg-
Wilt Store Rd- listed for $1,999,900

To Be Built by Powers Homes

Lovettsville- 4+ acre
lot, 5 beds/5 full baths

$895,900

Beacon Hill


