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“Beware of developers bearing gifts”

s a vote for Purcellville
annexations welcoming
a Trojan horse?

BY VALERIE CURY

During mayor and council comments
at the Feb. 22 Purcellville Town Council
meeting, Mayor Kwasi Fraser responded
to people’s inquiries about the proposed
Kuhn annexation request by referring to
it and other potential requests as a “Tro-
jan horse,” warning the council against
“developers bearing gifts.”

The proposed annexation, named the

Valley Commerce Center, was formerly
known as the Warner property. Owned by
Chuck Kuhn, the 118.81-acre property is
located at 17110 Purcellville Road.

Annexation takes a property under
Loudoun County jurisdiction and brings
it within the Town of Purcellville. Access
to Town utilities and Town density are
primary reasons a property owner seeks
annexation.

Before the Town can annex a proper-
ty located in the County, the property
owner is required to go through a 17-step
annexation process. If annexed by a ma-
jority vote of the Town Council, the own-

—Fraser chides

er then presents their change of zoning
request and goes through a Comprehen-
sive Plan Amendment and a Zoning Use
Amendment.

This requires two public hearings: one
at the Planning Commission level, and
the other at the Town Council level. If a
majority on the Town Council votes yes
to the annexation request, this would
change the low density use to a much
higher density use, after a Comprehen-
sive Plan and zoning amendment are also
given a green light by a majority on the
Town Council.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with Irish soda bread,
Irish stew— and Scotsman Sean Connery?

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Remember St. Patrick’s Day? That day
once a year when everyone becomes
Irish—except for the last two years, when
COVID changed everything.

2022 must be our lucky year. It’s look-
ing like we might go green again. Kids,
back in school, can tape their drawings
of rainbows up in the corridors. You can
dress like a leprechaun, march in a parade
down Main Street, drink green Guinness
or McDonald’s Shamrock Shakes, and,

to go with your Irish stew, bake a loaf of

that sourdough bread you mastered in
May of 2020.

Sourdough? Wait, don’t start the yeast

“starter” yet. That early pandemic sour-

dough-baking craze was over within
months. Besides, there’s nothing Irish
about it; it was the Egyptians of 1500
B.C.who first used sourdough. Now is the
time to try your hand at soda bread.

This one-hour wonder with its crum-
bly, golden-brown crust and dense, tight
crumb inside actually was created by Na-
tive Americans. But when baking soda
was introduced in Ireland in the 1830s,
this quick bread soon appeared on every
Irish family’s table.

To put it on your table this holiday,
you might try your luck with “Grand-
ma’s Irish Soda Bread.” (See the link to
the recipe, below.) This cherished recipe
by a real Irish granny— born on St. Pat-
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rick’s Day, no less—comes to us from
her granddaughter Sally McKenney, a
best-selling author and YouTube baking
show star.

McKenney explains why this quick
bread is so much faster and easier to
make than sourdough: It doesn’t require
any yeast. “Instead,” she says, “all of its
leavening comes from baking soda and
buttermilk... Buttermilk and cold butter
are the secret to its delicious success!”

There seems to something magical
about it, too. If you slice the traditional
cross on top, you’ll let fairies out.

Irish soda bread could be a meal
unto itself. But how could you resist
pairing it with corned beef or Irish stew
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(two other foods of

debatable Irish origin). In-

deed, corned beefis likely a Jewish-Irish
collaboration, the happy result of Irish
immigrants buying most of their meat
from New York’s kosher butchers. Irish
stew supposedly traveled from Ameri-
ca to Ireland in the early1890s. There it
was quickly adopted by those with little
but leftover mutton, onions, and pota-
toes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Students, teachers,
parents, friends, and
the power of optimism

How Woodgrove’s theater program
survived the pandemic to produce
SpongeBob: The Musical

In the pandemic, Woodgrove’s Oklahoma! cast, above, and crew set the stage for this
year’s SpongeBob: The Musical’s success.

BY LAURA LONGLEY

‘Tis the season for high school musi-
cals—in person, without masks—at last.
But it’s been a rough road getting to
this point for all of Loudoun’s schools.
But here we are, with student thespians
ready to take the stage.

At Loudoun Valley High School,
Theater Director Ike Stoneberger and
his students are producing Into the
Woods, the well-known and -loved

Tony Award-winning musical. In May,
The Grove Theatre at Woodgrove High
School will be introducing audiences to
SpongeBob: The Musical.

Although casting began in February,
it’s fair to say the production began as
soon as the pandemic closed Loudoun’s
schools on March 13, 2020. Ever since,
an enthusiastic and committed com-
munity of students, teachers, directors,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

StageCoach Theatre Company
presents Steel Magnolias

StageCoach Theatre Company pres-
ents the dramatic comedy play, Steel
Magnolias. The show will be performed
live on weekends from March 12 - 27.
Saturday performances will be held at 7
p.m., and Sunday performances will be
held at 2 p.m.

The performances will be held at
StageCoach Theatre, 20937 Ashburn
Road, Suites 115 and 120, Ashburn.

Steel Magnolias was written by Robert
Harling. The show is produced by April
Bridgeman, co-owner of StageCoach
Theatre Company, and Sarah Hardy is
director of the show. Ashley McGee is
the assistant director. This show will
feature the acting talents of Alex Aspi-
azu, Leah Daily, Caleigh Davis, Barbara
Gertzog, Victoria Rose, and Echo Rue.

The action is set in Truvy’s beauty
salon in Chinquapin, Louisiana, where
all the ladies who are “anybody” come
to have their hair done. Helped by her
eager new assistant, Annelle (who is
not sure whether or not she is still mar-
ried), the outspoken, wise-cracking Tru-
vy dispenses shampoos and free advice
to the town’s rich curmudgeon, Ouiser,
(“I'm not crazy, I’ve just been in a bad
mood for forty years”); an eccentric mil-
lionaire, Miss Clairee, who has a raging
sweet tooth; and the local social leader,
M’Lynn, whose daughter, Shelby (the
prettiest girl in town), is about to marry
a “good ole boy.”

Filled with hilarious repartee and not
a few acerbic but humorously revealing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »
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Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth:
BYTIM JON I’'m still taking deep breaths in think- in Aldie, up to the junction at Rt. 15 -

Mostly, I remember the diffuse quali-
ty of the sunlight coming in at strange,
surprising angles; the early morning and
quick changes in elevation can do that
to you: am I going up or
down, or are we ‘on the
level’ here?

Yet another not-for-
the-faint-of-heart coun-
try roads in Loudoun
County; you’d think by
now I’d have covered just
about all of them - but, no — here I was
again in uncharted territory — facing a
disturbingly-narrow paved corridor -
combined with the dawn light’s playing
tricks on my windshield - all while try-
ing (in theory, anyway) to capture some
arresting images on camera and etch
down their memories somewhere in the
spare room between the ears.

I would have expected a much more
relaxed, ethereal experience from my
first drive along Oatlands Road in the
south-central part of the County. Some
of these quiet mornings in primitive,

TIM JON

lonely country can provide a medita-
tive, mystical, dream-like ride through
Loudoun’s farmland, history and the
day’s emerging moments.

Well, yes, some of those qualities en-
tered into the mix as I meandered up
and down, round the bends, in and out of
the full glare of our nearest star; for the
most part, though, I felt I needed to keep
to the task at hand - which consisted of
keeping my vehicle ‘between the ditch-
es’ while trying to anticipate my alterna-
tives upon encountering any oncoming
traffic. And if you find the preceding de-
scriptions in the least confusing, imag-
ine the writer’s feelings — at the time as
well as in the attempted re-visitation.

How to succeed at adulting

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

“Our transition from college to adult-
hood is filled with challenges, disap-
pointments, and a lot of uncertainty,”
Cate LeSourd writes in her new book,
Coming of Age.

The book is comprised
of chapters focused on
the important themes of
1 young adult life, such
as establishing a ca-
reer and navigating
romantic  relation-
ships. This book serves as a sort of
manual for young adulthood, invit-
ing the reader to examine their own
journey through a different lens.

LeSourd writes about her own
experience but also includes the
stories of others. “Over the course
of several years, I sent out two
questionnaires to over a thousand
young adults across the nation

MOORE-SOBEL
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ranging from college seniors to those in
their early thirties,” LeSourd writes. The
book will likely encourage anyone enter-
ing this stage. “I wrote this book because
I often felt alone in my circumstances
and overwhelmed with the uncertainties
of my life, especially those related to my
career,” LeSourd writes.
LeSourd’s journey included some
crushing disappointments. “Before
the age of twen-
ty-six, I had expe-
rienced a layoff, a

COMING © ronment, s min-
OF AGE & mum-wage job, a

rescinded offer, and
multiple rounds of
unemployment,”
she writes. Yet what
emerges from her ex-
perience is a story of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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ing of the chances of running a tire off
the pavement, or striking the near-
ly-ubiquitous stone fences accompany-
ing the road, or bumping into one of the
members of a forest of giant trees lining
the route, or encountering some other
insurmountable obstacle in that morn-
ing’s path.

But, we made the entire length of
Oatlands Road (Rt. 650) from its south-
ern terminus off Snickersville Turnpike

closer to the historic plantation and
mansion of the same name. And yes,
fortune allowed me to pause at some of
the right places along the way to collect
what I felt might represent just a bit of
the spirit of this country lane. And I was
able to recall a general sense of my im-
pressions from the morning, as well as a

few of the particulars along the way.
My strongest memory — referred to at
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

— Ask Dr. Mike —

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

COVID-19 Prevention:
What's missing in the discussion

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Get vaccinated. Wear a mask. Wash
your hands. Avoid crowds. Practice
social distancing. These have been,
and continue to be, the main direc-
tives from the experts when it comes
to COVID-19 preven-
tion.

For the past two
years now, news and
media outlets have
blanketed us with pre-
cautionary messaging
24-7. What’s missing
from the discussion on COVID-19
prevention, is the limited attention
experts and pundits have given to the
importance of health and wellness.

COVID-19 is a very serious virus,
especially if you are immunosup-
pressed or immunocompromised.
Research has shown that if you have
a weak immune system, you are not
only at a greater risk of contracting
COVID-19, but also at a greater risk
of becoming very ill.

Recent research has also concern-
ingly found that vaccines may not
produce antibodies well enough for
those with compromised or weak-

Dr. Mike

ened immune systems. With all of
this in mind, I offer the following
tips to consider to help you strength-
en your immune system to protect
against COVID-19.

Eat a balanced diet. A poor diet
can impact your immune system.
Chronic diseases, immunodeficiency
disorders and autoimmune disorders
occur at much higher rates for those
who are malnourished or for those
with high fat and high calorie diets
lacking in essential nutrients.

Conversely, reducing or eliminat-
ing saturated or trans fats, increasing
omega-3 fats and eating a balanced
diet of nutrient rich foods are great
ways to strengthen your immune
system. The Mediterranean Diet is
viewed by many as the gold standard
to boosting immunity, and to having
a healthy relationship with food.

Get enough sleep. Research has
shown a troubling relationship be-
tween poor sleep and your immune
system. More specifically, not get-
ting enough sleep can weaken your
immune system and make you more
vulnerable to contracting a virus. A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21»
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Is that really a good idea?

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

I drove the new car down the entrance
ramp onto the Greenway. A lot of horse-
power was at the command of my right
foot. I couldn’t resist
and the speedometer
surged upward. Sixty.
Seventy. Eighty. Why not ninety? And a
bit more.

Blue lights in the mirror. Oops.

Maybe ninety-three was not such a
good idea.

Some decisions are great, some aren’t.
Speeding like that was dumb. Decisions
can be boneheaded. Unintended conse-
quences show up.

What ideas are percolating here?

OPINION

Traffic

The massive Rt. 15 widening project
has not yet been approved, as an article
in last month’s paper pointed out. Long-
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term relief for the Lucketts area would
be illusory, anyway, due to the traffic en-
gineering concept of “induced demand,”
where new traffic arises almost immedi-
ately and fills the added road capacity.
Worse, new road capacity can stimulate
new development, meaning even more
traffic.

A curmudgeon might ask why Loudoun
citizens should be taxed for hundreds of
millions of dollars, while primarily ben-
efitting Maryland commuters.

Political Pimping

Years ago, Georgia undertakers were
losing business to cremations. They
hired a powerful lobbyist and, presto,
the state legislature passed a law requir-
ing that corpses be embalmed before be-
ing created. A truly venal idea.

Loudoun just avoided something stu-
pid and harmful. State senator John Bell

pimped for AT&T and its proposed tower
atop Short Hill Mountain. More venality.
Bell’s constituents fiercely opposed the
tower, and Bell’s plan failed.

Affordable Housing

Many people support the egalitarian
goal of providing affordable housing to
residents who lack the resources to buy
or rent housing at market rates. (The
new term is “Attainable Housing.”) The
devil, though, lies in the details and I
have questions.

First: The County’s website says that
its Affordable Dwelling Unit program
“provides newly constructed housing for
income-eligible citizens...” Why must
this be newly-built housing? There are
thousands of older houses, townhouses
and apartments that should be perfect-
ly adequate, often more conveniently
located and available at prices below

the cost of new construction. Second:
How do we get more affordable hous-
ing? The new zoning ordinance contains
incentives for developers to build some
affordable units. This might be a good
idea.

Third: Who will be eligible for the af-
fordable residences? New zoning text
suggests that families with income up to
the “average median income” (AMI) can
qualify. The County uses an AMI figure
that could benefit folks making almost
$130,000 a year. This seems like a bad
idea, and I don’t feel that generous.

Last question: County managers have
proposed funding an affordable dwelling
programwith a property taxincrease that
would bring in almost six million dollars
next year. In normal times that might
be (or might not be) acceptable to tax-
payers. In these parlous times of raging

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

The battle over Rt. 15: harbinger of things to come

BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SAVE RURAL LOUDOUN

Angry interventions at the County
Board of Supervisors meeting on Feb.
1 demonstrate why the County must
act soon to reduce projected residential
growth in Loudoun’s rural areas.

In that meeting, a dozen or so resi-
dents of the recently built rural subdi-
visions surrounding Lucketts bitterly
protested the traffic congestion and
dangerous driving conditions on Rt.
15 north of Leesburg
and demanded that
the County move
forward immediately with the pro-
posed $400 million expansion project
on that road. Any further delays, they
said, would make County supervisors
responsible for future traffic injuries or
deaths. They condemned “special in-
terests” who continue to raise concerns
about the potential impacts of the proj-
ect on the environment, local historic
sites, and Lucketts’ small businesses.

This is just the first of many such
conflicts that are set to emerge in ru-
ral Loudoun in the coming years. The
source of the trouble is clear: County
zoning regulations allow too many new
residences to be built in areas with nar-
row, low-capacity rural roads and other
limited public infrastructure and ser-
vices. The County estimates that each
new rural residence generates an aver-
age of ten more vehicle trips per day on
the local road system.

Between 2000 and 2015, the area

OPINION

around Lucketts experienced the
most rapid residential growth of all
Loudoun’s rural areas, more than dou-
bling its population. Rt. 15 and con-
necting rural roads did not have the
capacity to provide the same level of
service to so many new residents, espe-
cially when the high volume of traffic
from Maryland was also increasing.

This problem is rapidly expanding. In
the past decade, residential growth has
shifted to other parts of rural Loudoun.
Between 2010 and 2015, northwest
Loudoun accounted for 35 percent of
all residential growth in rural Loudoun.
Between 2015 and 2020, that share rose
to 70 percent. As a result, similar con-
flicts have begun to emerge around Wa-
terford, Hillsboro, Lincoln, Bluemont,
Philomont and other small towns and
historic villages.

The narrow rural roads around and
through these communities are already
heavily congested. Continued rap-
id residential growth, combined with
large volumes of interstate traffic with
Maryland and West Virginia, will make
them even worse.

Based on current zoning densities,
County staff project that “by right” res-
idential development could add anoth-
er 10,000 houses and generate 100,000
additional vehicle trips per day from
Loudoun’s rural areas alone. This does
not include the anticipated growth
within the incorporated towns of Ham-
ilton, Purcellville, Round Hill, Lovetts-

ville, and Middleburg.

Everywhere in western Loudoun, the
rural road system does not have enough
capacity to maintain expected levels of
service for the projected increases in
new residences and traffic volumes.

The County government has two op-
tions. One option, the current status
quo, is to do nothing more to slow resi-
dential growth in rural areas. If it stays
on this path, the County will be forced
to continually scramble to catch up
with the inevitable demand for bigger
roads and other public services, as it is
currently doing in the Lucketts area.

The fiscal cost to County taxpay-
ers of sticking with this option would
dwarf the Rt. 15 project, amounting to
billions of dollars. It would also spell
the end of local farming, rural tourism,
sources of clean water, carbon-absorb-
ing woodlands, wildlife habitat, histor-
ic sites and scenery, and all the other
benefits of Loudoun’s remaining rural
areas.

But it is not too late to take a differ-
ent path. Loudoun’s 2019 Comprehen-
sive Plan states that the County’s poli-
cy is to “limit residential development”
in rural areas in order, among other
things, “to minimize traffic impacts
and reduce the demand for addition-
al public facilities and services.” The
County government is currently in the
process of reviewing and revising its
entire Zoning Ordinance with the aim

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Del. LaRock announces House Budget
Funding for State Park in Loudoun

Delegate Dave LaRock has announced
that the House Appropriations Com-
mittee included in their recommended
amendments to the budget, Del. LaRo-
ck’s amendment providing funding to
the Department of
Conservation and
Recreation for oper-
ations of the State Park in Northwest
Loudoun County along Harper’s Ferry
Road.

LaRock said, “I'm very pleased to see
that we are moving closer to having a
state park in Western Loudoun County.
For a number of years, a team includ-
ing Loudoun County staff, former Del-
egate Randy Minchew, Catoctin District
Supervisors Geary Higgins and Caleb
Kershner, Joe and Tammy Bane, Destry
Jarvis, Robert and Dee Leggett (who do-
nated 600-acres of the total 881-acres)
and the Blue Ridge Center for Environ-
mental Stewardship, Henry Stribling
and the Old Dominion Land Conservan-
cy, and my staff have been working hard
to get us to this point.

“This year I think there is a realiza-
tion that with relatively modest funding
we will add this gem to the Common-
wealth’s park system. There are trails,
a large pond, buildings, camping areas,
and all the amenities already in place
for a successful day-one opening of this
newest State Park. I'm confident the
public will see huge value as word gets
out there is a new and exciting outdoor
fun destination open to the public.”

The State Park in Loudoun was first
announced by Gov. Bob McDonnell in
2013, but property acquisition has taken
several years, finally completed with the

GOVERNMENT

Feb. 9, 2022 transfer to DCR of 281 acres
purchased by Loudoun County. There is
strong interest from the community, ex-
isting users of the site, local government
and legislators in making the state park
in Loudoun County more available to the
public.

The decision to fund the park will be-
come final when the budget is approved
by the House and Senate on or around
March 12, then signed by the Governor
later in the spring. Funding will begin
July 1,2022.

The Park is currently being referred to
as “Sweet Run State Park”. A park master
plan process, which takes about a year,
including public input, will start in the
next year will seek to identify any addi-
tional opportunities for public recreation,
environmental education, resource man-
agement and future expansion.

LaRock’s budget amendment funds
four full-time employees: a Park Manag-
er, Chief Ranger Law Enforcement, Park
Ranger Maintenance, and Office Manag-
er, as well as funding for routine opera-
tions of the park including utilities, wage
staff, supplies and materials, resource
management projects, environmental
education programs and equipment,
grounds and facility maintenance.

VSP investigating emergency
aircraft landing in Ashburn

At 4:52 p.m. Tuesday Feb. 22, Virginia
State Police responded to investigate a
plane that had made an emergency land-
ing in Loudoun County.

The single-wing 1977 Cessna was fly-
ing from New Jersey to the Dulles Inter-
national Airport when it began experi-
encing  mechanical
problems. The pilot,
Aaron Adams, 28, of
Denton, Texas, notified Dulles of the
problems, and attempted an emergency
landing on a strip of private property in
the 21,500 block of Megawatt Drive in
Ashburn.

The pilot was able to land, but did not
have sufficient space to stop, and the
plane struck a dirt embankment.

GOVERNMENT

N1

Adams was treated for minor injuries.
He was the only one on the aircraft.

The FAA and NTSB were notified.
The Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office,
Loudoun County Fire and Rescue and
MWAA Police assisted at the scene.

Photo by Loudoun County Fire and Rescue
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Gov. Youngkin signs day one game plan tax conformity bill

Governor Also Signed
Election Reform

Legislation

On Feb. 23, Gov. Glenn Youngkin signed
HB 971 to conform Virginia’s tax code to
the federal Internal Revenue Code, in part
to grant significant tax relief to Virgin-
ia businesses impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Through this bill, Virginia expanded
and made retroactive tax benefits re-
lated to Paycheck Protection Program
loans and Rebuild Virginia grants to en-
sure COVID-19 aid granted to businesses
would not be treated as taxable income.
Altogether, this bill will save Virginia in-
dividual and business taxpayers $201 mil-
lion in taxes.

After signing HB 971, sponsored by
Delegate Kathy Byron, Youngkin issued
the following statement: “The COVID-19
pandemic was one of the most difficult
times for Virginians since the Great De-
pression. The federal government and the
General Assembly came together to offer
aid programs designed to keep businesses
open and workers employed.

“While the worst parts of the COVID-19
pandemic are in the rearview mirror, many
businesses are still struggling from the
effects of unnecessary, forced economic
shutdowns. This bill ensures programs de-
signed to aid businesses don’t transform
into tax liabilities that hinder Virginia’s
economic recovery.”

“Making our tax code more consistent
with the federal government is not only
the right principle, it is also good for busi-

ness and good for everyday Virginians,”
said Delegate Kathy Byron. “This bill will
save taxpayers over $200 million and pro-
vide much needed relief to small busi-
nesses. I appreciate Governor Youngkin
and my colleagues in both chambers and
in both parties working quickly to make
these necessary reforms as tax season is
underway.”

Youngkin also signed bills designed to
improve Virginia’s elections process. HB
55, sponsored by freshman Delegate Kar-
en Greenhalgh, requires the State Reg-
istrar of Vital Records to transmit to the
Department of Elections a weekly list of
decedents rather than monthly as previ-
ously required. This bill ensures Virginia’s
voter rolls are as up-to-date as possible
when issuing mail-in ballots and when
heading into Election Day.

HB 195, sponsored by Delegate Marga-
ret Ransone, improves local elections by
allowing the Department of Elections to
issue a waiver and establish a polling place
without meeting the current location re-
quirements that a polling location must
be within a precinct or within one mile of
a precinct’s borders. This bill helps rural
localities with limited public building op-
tions hold elections.

Finally, Youngkin also signed HB 386,
sponsored by Delegate Rip Sullivan, which
adds the Arland D. Williams Jr. Memorial
Bridge to the list of Potomac River bridges
subject to the Potomac River Bridge Tow-
ing Compact. This bill improves traffic
from Arlington County into the District
of Columbia by facilitating the prompt
and orderly removal of disabled and aban-
doned vehicles from the bridge.
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Zakia joins Fairfax
Radiology Centers, LLC

Justin Zakia has joined Fairfax
Radiology Centers, LLC as Chief Ex-
ecutive  Officer.
Zakia comes to
FRC from Ortho-
Virginia, the largest musculoskeletal
physician group in Virginia, where
he served for approximately four
years, most recently as
Chief Strategy Officer.

A seasoned health-
care executive with
a progressive hands-
on operational back-
ground, Zakia started
his career as a flight
officer in the U.S. Navy.
After leaving the ser-
vice, he worked in
medical device sales
before becoming an
administrative direc-
tor at Elliot Health System in New
Hampshire.

He was later a practice group ad-
ministrator at the George Washing-

BUSINESS

ton University Medical Faculty As-
sociates, before becoming Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of the Northern
Virginia Region for OrthoVirginia in
2021.

“I am eager to embrace the chal-
lenges of this new role at Fairfax
Radiology,” Zakia said. “The med-
ical expertise of the
physician group is
unequalled, the part-
nership with Inova
is exciting, and the
company is poised for
tremendous growth.”

Zakia earned his
Master of Science
degree in Healthcare
Delivery Science from
Dartmouth College,
and his Bachelor of
Science degree in En-

vironmental Technology from Cor-

nell University.
He lives in the Vienna community
and is the parent of three children.
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Grand opening for Sterling Community
Center March 5

The Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors and Departments of Parks, Rec-
reation and Community Services and
Transportation and Capital Infrastruc-
ture will celebrate the grand opening of
the Sterling Community Center Satur-
day, March 5, at 10 a.m.

The public is invited to attend the
opening ceremony. The center is located
at 120 Enterprise Street in Sterling.

Following the ceremony, an open
house featuring tours
of the facility, pro-
gram demonstrations
and  entertainment
will be held until 12:30 p.m. The center
will remain open until 5 p.m. The open
house will continue Sunday, March 6,
from noon to 5 p.m. Normal hours of
operation and programming begin Mon-
day, March 7.

The Sterling Community Center has
been serving the community since 1975
with programs for all ages, as well as
party packages, camps, drop-in sports
and special events. Voters approved

GOVERNMENT

general obligation bonds to renovate the
18,200-square-foot facility on the No-
vember 2014 referendum.

A construction contract to enlarge and
fully renovate the facility was awarded
to Forrester Construction Company in
2019. The project provided funding to
renovate the Sterling Community Cen-
ter as part of the Sterling Public Facili-
ties Master Plan initiated by the Board of
Supervisors.

The renovated center occupies 20,700
square feet of space at its current loca-
tion. The extensive renovation project
included:

« A main entry vestibule facing

Enterprise Street.

+ An entry vestibule from the

parking lot.

A new patio area for public

seating.

» Alawn area for program services.

» Arenovated pavilion.

» An outdoor amphitheater area

around the existing pavilion.
 Public lobby, enlarged gym,

Beat the

spring

JOE FLEMING

We are committed to
providing you with the
best work and customer
service available.

rush!

« Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
« Exterior Wood Replacement

* Wallpaper Removal

» Honest and Dependable Mechanics
* Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning

» Power Washing Siding and Decks

« Deck Staining and Sealing

» Drywall Repair

* Every Job Owner-Supervised

* Licensed and Insured

* FREE Estimates

fitness room, computer
room, kitchen, classrooms,
administrative office and
support spaces, and art room.
A teen recreation and gaming

room with garage door to a patio.

Raising the split-level building
to a single level.

Expanding the gymnasium to
be full-court high school size
in length, width and interior
clearance.

» A renovated and insulated

exterior envelope.

» New roofing and clerestory

windows for interior daylighting.

» New energy efficient geothermal

mechanical system, new
electrical and plumbing.

For information about facility hours,
programs and rentals, visit loudoun.
gov/prces or call 703-430-9480. For more
information about the grand opening,
email prcs@loudoun.gov.

PR.

: JOE FLEMING PAINTING CONTRACTORS
703-771-1494 | Cell 703-431-7751
www.joeflemingpainting.com
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Open burning restrictions:
“4p.m. Law” has started

The Loudoun County Fire and Rescue Fire
Marshal’s Office is reminding citizens that
open burning is restricted in Loudoun Coun-
ty until April 30. The restrictions have been
in effect since Feb. 15.

The regulations, which prohibit open air
fires, or open burning as it is commonly re-
ferred to, between the hours of midnight and
4 p.m., are enforced by the Loudoun County
Fire Marshal and the Virginia Department of
Forestry.

Known as the “4p.m. law,” these restric-
tions are in place due to
the potential for rapid
fire spread across wood-
land and grassland areas as a result of dry
outdoor fuels, high winds and temperature
increases that are normally present in the
late winter and early spring season.

During this period, residents may con-
duct open burning between the hours of 4
p.m. and midnight, subject to other restric-
tions. Open air fires for leaves, trees, brush,
yard and garden trimmings generated on
site are allowed between 4 p.m. and mid-
night, except in the town limits of Lovetts-
ville, Middleburg, Purcellville, Round Hill,
and subdivisions (“urban or built-up areas”)
throughout the County and in the Town of
Leesburg. Ensure that any permissible out-

GOVERNMENT

g0
o

Lawn & Landscaping Experts
in Loudoun County

Licensed

door burning is conducted at least fifty feet
away from any structure.

Persons conducting open burning must
contact the Loudoun County Emergency
Communications Center at 703-777-0637
prior to igniting a fire and at the end of the
burning.

Fires may not be added to after midnight.
Persons are responsible, at all times, to en-
sure the fire is maintained under control and
that it is attended to by a competent adult,
18 years of age or older, with provisions im-
mediately available to extinguish the fire.

The Loudoun County Fire Marshal may
impose regulations, at any time, based
upon complaint, atmospheric or other
environmental circumstances, to restrict
or extinguish any fire that is otherwise
permitted according to these guidelines.

Any person who violates the fire code
could be convicted of a Class 1 misdemean-
or, which carries a penalty of a fine up to
$2,500.00 and up to a year in jail. If convict-
ed, a person may be required to compensate
the locality for the full costs of fighting a fire.

Questions regarding open burning regula-
tions and the “4 p.m. law” should be directed
to the Loudoun County Fire Marshal’s Office
website www.loudoun.gov/firemarshal or by
calling 703-737-8600.

USDA implements new labeling
for genetically modified foods

Consumers will soon see new symbols
and QR codes identifying genetically
modified and bioengineered foods as
the U.S. Department
of Agriculture im-
plements new label-

GOVERNMENT

ing rules.

Food manufacturers, importers and
certain retailers must now comply with
the National Bioengineered Food Dis-
closure Standard, which requires label-

ing foods that have been genetically
modified. It also replaces the term ge-
netically modified organism, or GMO,
with bioengineered foods. These are
defined as foods that contain detectable
genetic material that has been modified
in a lab and cannot be found in nature or
created through conventional breeding.

“The rule is a victory for both farmers
and consumers who want transparency

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Supervisors advance Letourneau-Turner redistricting plan

Western Loudoun to lose one of its two districts

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Where do you draw the lines? That
is the question Loudoun’s supervisors,
mayors, and engaged citizens grapple
with every 10 years when, post-U.S. cen-
sus, the County un-
dertakes the onerous
task of local redistrict-
ing. Their decision impacts the lives of
present and future Loudoun residents
for the next decade.

In 2011, when the County last redis-
tricted, the process yielded six districts
in eastern Loudoun and two in the west
(one of them including the suburban
community of Brambleton), plus a su-
pervisor at-large. Last June, Loudoun
County took up this exercise again, in-
viting all interested citizens to submit
maps that would be measured by County
staff against nine benchmarks, including
equal representation and preservation
of communities of interest.

Two maps surfaced for presentation to
the Board on Feb. 15. One was proposed
by the Coalition of Loudoun Towns
(COLT), a second was developed by Su-
pervisor Matt Letourneau (R-Dulles)

GOVERNMENT

in collaboration with Supervisor Mike
Turner (D-Ashburn). Named for them,
the Letourneau-Turner map received the
majority of supervisors’ votes to move
forward for staff tweaking and a pub-
lic hearing on March 15. But the Board
did not arrive at the decision without a
struggle.

While Loudoun citizens have be-
come accustomed to contentious School
Board meetings, seldom do they hear
supervisors begin so many statements
with the phrase “with all due respect”
before calling out actions and positions
of the towns’ mayors and colleagues
on the dais. Battle lines formed around
population distribution vs. communi-
ties of interest as the basis for district
boundaries.

“By making sure districts have approx-
imately the same number of people, re-
districting can help to ensure residents
have equal representation on the Board
of Supervisors and School Board,” the
County’s website explains. “It also af-
fects for whom residents vote and where
they vote, based on how the local elec-
toral boundaries are drawn ...

-2
at the mill —

198 North 21st Street
Purcellville, Virginia 20132
(540) 338-9800
magnoliasmill.com

“At its June 21, 2021, meeting,” the
site made clear, “the Board of Supervi-
sors voted to retain eight local election
districts. Given the county’s 2020 popu-
lation of 421,129, the ideal district size
would be 52,641; since each district can
be over or under the ideal size by five
percent, the minimum district size will
be 50,009 and the maximum number of
residents in a district will be 55,273.”

The Letourneau-Turner plan reflects
this population distribution, which
leaves western Loudoun with one dis-
trict, not two.

Meanwhile, the seven mayors who
make up the Coalition of Loudoun
Towns developed a plan around “com-
munities of interest,” focusing on
western Loudoun’s landmass—near-
ly two-thirds of the County—and the
unique issues facing current and fu-
ture residents of the rural policy area.
Their aim: to maintain the two west-
ern districts, Catoctin and Blue Ridge.

At the Feb. 15 Board meeting, Al Van
Hyuck, one of the County’s leading pres-
ervationists, made the “communities of
interest” case. “I'm here tonight to ask

you to send both the COLT revised redis-
tricting plan and the Letourneau-Turner
plan together back to staff for the final
tweaking so we end up with two majority
rural development districts ...

“The rural policy area is over 200,000
acres,” Van Hyuck continued. “It rep-
resents 30 percent of the economy of
Loudoun County. It is the home to our
tourist industry with breweries, winer-
ies, and events centers that are so vital
to our County. It’s expected to absorb
11,000 new residential units accord-
ing to the (2019 Comprehensive) plan,
which represents 25 percent of all the
residential growth that’s going to be
coming. It’s the home of all the towns—
except Leesburg—and 12 rural villages,
all of which right now are trying to get
village plans to protect themselves from
inappropriate development.”

Bridge Littleton, Mayor of Middle-
burg, laid out the case for popular sup-
port of the COLT plan.

“In all but one of the statistical and
measurable categories, which were inde-
pendently assessed by the staff, COLT’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 »
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REDISTRICTING PLAN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

map either tied or exceeded the other
two maps ...We broke down the data of
the nearly 500 votes that were submit-
ted by Loudoun citizens ... and neither of
the other maps individually or combined
achieved half of the support that the
COLT map did. Countywide, the COLT
map received 86 percent of the support,
with the Letourneau-Turner map receiv-
ing 10 percent and the (Avram) Fechter
map receiving 4 percent ... If we remove
the two western districts from the tally,
the COLT map still received 75 percent
of the County support with the Letour-
neau-Turner map and Fetcher map re-
ceiving 17 and 8 percent respectively.

“Our request is that the Board consid-
er this input from the staff and proceed
to your next steps with the COLT map
as a baseline. Then, using the best ele-
ments of the other maps, [staff could]
tweak and make adjustments as needed
for the best result.

“As a body,” Littleton concluded,
“COLT would fully support and public-
ly endorse this approach with you here
today and ... when it eventually goes to
the [Virginia] Attorney General for ap-
proval.”

“In a word, that is hogwash,” said
Supervisor Turner. “Absolute hogwash.”
He went on, “[It is a] clear effort to mis-

inform the public, [implying] that in a
Countywide poll 86 percent of the peo-
ple support the COLT plan, and that’s
not true....

“I find it very, very disturbing that all
of the mayors and the two supervisors
from the rural districts would actively
promote this deliberate mis- and disin-
formation ... Five hundred people were
coached to go into the system and make
comments. There are 421,000 people
in this County—500 people made com-
ments. That is not the bulk of the Coun-
ty. So, let’s just dispense with that.”

“COLT outperformed all the others,”
agreed Letourneau, “because it’s the
only one that has had an orchestrated
campaign going on for the last sever-
al weeks, including email to the Board
in favor of it. I can assure all my col-
leagues that if you would get 500 emails
in favor of the Letourneau-Turner plan,
I could make that happen by sending
out an email to my mailing list asking
people to support that plan because it’s
the best for my area. I’ve always said we
cannot go simply by how many emails
we get.”

It’s the numbers that count, Turner
emphasized.

“Ten years ago, when 1 did this pro-
cess, we had 45,000 as our benchmark,
plus or minus 5 percent, and the east

LOUDOUN COUNTY

2021 REDISTRICTING
Letourneau - Turner Plan
Refined

MIDDLEBURG!

—— Major Roads

[ Current Election Precincts

1} Town Boundaries

Z-QZ Dulles International Airport Boundary
District Number (DLS Population
I District 1 (51,656)

[ District 2 (52,230)

I District 3 (51,399)

I District 4 (50,590)

[ District 5 (53,809)

[ District 6 (54,609)

I District 7 (52,896)

[ District 8 (53,940)

DLS Population: Virginia Division of Legislative
Services adjusted 2020 Census Population Data

Map Number: 2022-016
Loudoun County Office of Mapping and Geographic Information January 2022

was much less populous. The percent-
age of the population —that is, the one
person-one vote theory, the basis of de-
mocracy—worked out to about 1.5 - 1.6
supervisors for the west, and we rounded
up to get two supervisors, but we had to
grab Brambleton to do that.

“The west has been saying for years
now, ‘We don’t want more people out
west.” Well, there’s been an explosion in
eastern Loudoun County, and now the
percentages work out to almost exactly

12 percent of the population west of Rt.
15. Twelve percent of eight supervisors
is one supervisor. If we believe in one
person-one vote, the west only gets one
vote. They only get one supervisor. The
math is sacrosanct. In this whole drill,
you can’t play with the math.” Turner
concluded.

Chair Phyllis J. Randall (D-At
Large) pointed out that with the Le-
tourneau-Turner plan the west actually

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Loudoun Nonprofits encouraged to provide input on ARPA Funding

Nonprofit organizations serving
Loudoun County residents are encour-
aged to provide input on American Rescue
Plan Act federal pass-through funding.
Loudoun County will
host five virtual ‘office
hours’ listening ses-
sions for nonprofit organizations to share
their needs as the county begins planning
for another round of funding.

Loudoun County encourages all non-
profit organizations to provide input,
including those that have previously ap-
plied for ARPA funding or those consider-
ing applying for ARPA funding. Loudoun
County nonprofit organizations that meet

GOVERNMENT

the criteria to apply for ARPA funding are
those that:

e Are in good standing with the
Virginia State Corporation
Commission.

» Provide proof of 501(c)3 status.

e Provide the last three years of
IRS 990 forms and other financial
documentation.

» Can demonstrate that services
provided, or residents served,
continue to be affected by COVID-19
with a focus toward recovery.

Office Hours Listening Sessions

The office hours listening sessions will

provide nonprofit organizations the op-
portunity to share additional input and
discuss specific needs related to ARPA
funding directly with county staff in an
open meeting format. The purpose of
these sessions is to discuss potential proj-
ects that may be included in ARPA funding
programs, reporting requirements, and
needs based on organizational COVID-re-
lated service levels. These sessions will be
held virtually on Microsoft Teams at the
following times:
* Wednesday, March 9,1 — 2
p.m. - Discuss 2022 ARPA
Nonprofit Needs Assessment
e Thursday, March 24,10 - 11

a.m. - Finalize 2022 ARPA
Nonprofit Needs Assessment and
Share General Input
« Monday, April 4,1 -2 p.m.
- Discuss Feedback on Funding
Programs
¢ Thursday, April 21, 9:30 - 10:30
a.m. - Discuss Feedback on
Funding Programs
» Wednesday, May 4, 9:30 - 10:30
a.m. - Discuss Feedback on
Funding Programs
More information, including logon in-
formation for the upcoming input ses-
sions, is online at loudoun.gov/grantop-
portunities.

.. season ends ...
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You Need MELT!

525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176
(703)443-2105

Above all in SERVICE™

Auto * Home * Business * Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130

S$882 Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states.
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information

Sunday, 13 March

Come by for one last visit
and chocolate indulgence!

141 W. Main Street Purceliville
Mon - Sat 10am-8pm Sun 1Ipm-8pm

)/

P

Leeshburg Location

(Rt. 15 South & Harmony Church Rd)

« Gifts and Home Décor

« Antiques

« Reclaimed Furniture

« Local Art & Products

« Authorized Fusion Paint Dealer
« Authorized Dixie Belle Paint Dealer

>\\

Vintage
Magnolza

600 East Main St.
Purcellville, VA 20132
540-441-3751

19487 James Monroe Hwy
Leesburg, VA 20175

703-777-6760

(Find us on Facebook & Instagram)

vintagemagnoliallc@gmail.com

Sun - Thurs: 10-5
Fri-Sat: 10-6

f-
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Paperless tax and accounting for
individuals and small business.

| am your trusted partner in success. | offer a full
range of professional services at a fair price to give
you the individual attention that you deserve.
| am a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) licensed
in both Virginia and the District of Columbia. Prior

to starting Goose Creek Tax, | spent over 25 years
working in senior government and public sector roles.

Full range of services - Individual attention - Fair prices

(703) 348-765 | michael@goosecreektax.com
'RESH FR())
RESE FRON
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SharesSi

Eggs

Chicken & Duck

4 Y "
Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets

Springdale Village Inm and ¥arm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

— “Excellence In Real Estate”

" Kathy Shipley T2 45539 1 ol]
REWAX Pramizr SAN-BZI-F123 home aftice
Earhyshinlepemewidcomersrner KL AL EENY aller HE

TUNE-UP AND
PRUNE UP

Be ready to go when
your grass is ready to grow

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

Bice Services LLt
(410) 707-9978

biceservicesllc@gmail.com

20 Years of Mechanical Experience ¢ Honest, Trustworthy, Fair

Family-Owned ¢ Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

You dream it,
we’ll build it.

+ New homes

+ Additions '
+ Decks and porches . 1% 30 f
+ Remodeled kitchens and baths * [#% YLISC
+ Replacement windows constr(;Jclhon
+ Vinyl & hard siding remodeling

X\ experience /%
-
7 %

INNOVATIVE REALTY SOLUTIONS
INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

% Veteran

x
owned with B

X *x

35072 Newlin Court, Middleburg

571-283-4919

InnovativeRealtyContracting.com
Class A Licensed & Insured

é PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

HVAC IS A GREAT CAREER OPTION!
SCAN THE QR CDDE T0 LEARN MORE"

SCAN TO LEARN
ABOUT HVAC
APPRENTICESHIP §

Attention: High School Grads

e - —_—

M BH LAUREN » JOS. A. BA NKS
- MLJ CREW * « EDDIE EALER

Dress Warm With Our

50% OFF

WINTER CLOTHING SALE

WOMENS ® MENS » TEENS  KIDS

“Tagged liems
Sale ends 3/17/2022

ANN TAYLOR -
JOMES NEW YO
CHICO' f: BANANA REFUBLIC

AMERICAN EAGLE * JUSTH E‘
AND MARNY MAMNY MORE
pOPULAR LABELS

Ui
RE-LOVE IT

A consiGnment ShOPPe
HOME DECOR = CLOTHING BOUTIQUE = AND MORE

138 N. 21¢ STREET PURCELLVILLE, VA
540.751.0707 Email us at: reloveit@aal com

WWW.RELOVEIT.COM
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Warner and Kaine get over $15 million funding for EV charging

U.S. Senators Mark R. Warner and Tim Kaine an-
nounced, on Feb. 10, $15,745,244 in federal fund-
ing for Virginia to build electric vehicle charging
stations. This funding is the first of five install-
ments totaling $106,375,132 for
building EV charging stations
across the Commonwealth over
the next five years.

The funding was made possible by the biparti-
san Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act nego-
tiated by Warner and strongly supported by Ka-
ine. The landmark law included $7.5 billion for EV

GOVERNMENT

charging stations and $5 billion for clean and elec-
tric school buses across the country.

“We’re pleased to see Virginia will receive
significant federal funding to build electric ve-
hicle charging stations across the Common-
wealth,” said both Warner and Kaine. “This
funding will encourage more Virginians to
adopt clean vehicles and help ensure that fam-
ilies have access to reliable charging stations
when they travel. Promoting electric vehicles
is a critical step to address the climate crisis and
protect public health.”

Under the National Electric Vehicle Infrastruc-
ture Formula Program established by the biparti-
san IIJA, each state must outline how the funding
will be used and submit a plan to the Joint Office
of Energy and Transportation before receiving the
funds. Localities are also able to apply to the pro-
gram directly if their state does not submit a plan.

In addition to this funding, states and localities
will soon have the opportunity to apply for $2.5
billion in competitive grants for EV infrastruc-
ture, including in rural and underserved commu-
nities.

Thoughtfully designed kitchens

From cabinets and countertops to inserts and hardware

I_.

OLD DOMINION

EITCHEN DESIOM

194 N 21st St.;-Purcellville = (540) 338-6338
Hours by appointment or by chance
B i ot .

¢ Tree Removal

¢ Trimming/Pruning

o Stump Grinding
Bucket Truck Service
Lot Clearing
Firewood

MILLING TO

YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

o Solar Kiln 3
o Slabs for Sale & Slabbing ¥ =
¢ Your Logs to Lumber

Curt Hilling
540-287-1970 ;.

www.HillingAndSons.com -
Licensed & Insured -+ ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

$300 min. Stumps
not included.
Exp. 3/31/22

«SINCE 1984.

LVROOFING.COM - 540.338.4400

£ PURCELLVILLE
| | | CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL
DRY CLEANING Il

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS - ALLKINDS
WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS
HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 * MON-FRI 7-7,SAT 8-6 J
SHOP'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.
609-C EAST MAIN STREET,PURCELLVILLE

o

STONE HOUSE

FLOORS

Home of the Shenandoah Craftsman

% Carpet

 Vinyl

* Hardwood

% Waterproof

Vinyl Planks

% Ceramic Tile

540-465-8055
28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA

StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com
StoneHouseFloors.com

March 2022
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Loudoun ends mask
requirement in all County
government facilities

Loudoun County no longer requires
members of the public to wear a face
mask while inside Loudoun Coun-

ty-owned and-oper-

ated facilities. Ad-

ditionally, the social
distancing requirement inside county
facilities is also ended.

Loudoun County’s lifting of the
COVID-19 mitigation measures is based
on new guidance issued Feb. 25, by the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion that updates the metrics used to
determine the impact of the virus that
causes COVID-19 on a community.

The CDC’s updated list of U.S. coun-
ties showing community impact in-
dicates Loudoun County is now ex-
periencing a “low” level of impact. In
accordance with the Board of Supervi-
sors’ Feb. 1 vote to follow CDC guid-
ance regarding the use of masks inside
county’s facilities, the requirement is
ended.

The CDC’s updated guidance con-
siders the number of new COVID-19

GOVERNMENT
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hospitalizations, hospital capacity
and new COVID-19 cases to help de-
termine the COVID-19 community
level metrics. The CDC’s COVID-19
Community Levels tool is intended
to help communities and individuals
make decisions based on their local
context and unique needs.

The CDC recommends that individ-
uals who are at high risk for severe
disease due to pre-existing, chronic
medical conditions, such as cancer, di-
abetes, and chronic liver, heart or kid-
ney disease, seek additional guidance
from their health care providers.

The end of the mask requirement
inside county facilities generally does
not impact county employees who are
not fully vaccinated or who work in
health care settings. The Virginia De-
partment of Labor and Industry cur-
rently requires non-fully vaccinated
employees to wear face coverings or
surgical masks while indoors, unless
their work task requires a respirator or
other PPE.

lawn care experts.
lawn is the envy
You can spend
your time
admiring and

enjoying the
rewards.

e Soil Testing

e Grub Control

Supervisors work on
County budget

March is the month when Loudoun
County’s Supervisors begin crunching
the numbers.

The County’s proposed FY 2023 bud-
get was presented to the Board of Su-
pervisors by County
Administrator Tim
Hemstreet in early
February, followed several weeks later
by a series of three public hearings.

The proposed budget will set the tax
rate at $0.895 cents, or 5 cents higher
than an equalized rate of $0.845 cents,
which would maintain the FY 2022 tax
rate. The Board directed Hemstreet to
aim for the higher rate.

The proposed budget includes:

 $15 million in base budget

adjustments

« Anincrease of $15.1 million

in total for employee
compensation

» An additional 253 positions in

22 departments

« Anincrease of $38.1 million

to fund the debt service and

GOVERNMENT

capital needs of the County
government and Loudoun
County Public Schools
» A year-over-year increase
of $53.7 million in the local
transfer to LCPS
In the future, the County budget will
also allocate a half cent, or approx-
imately $6 million, to the Loudoun
County Housing Trust Fund to help fi-
nance affordable housing projects.
The School Board’s adopted budget,
presented to the Board of Supervisors in
early February, requests a $75 million in-
crease in spite of enrollment decreases.
In the public hearings, citizens spoke
for or against specific line items, some
as small as traffic calming in Waterford,
others as massive as the Loudoun Coun-
ty School Board’s requested budget.
After a contentious year with school
administrators and parents over the
curriculum, mask requirements and
student protections, the School Board
budget of $1.6 billion has come under

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

We’re professional
We’ll make sure your

of the neighbors. 4

Our process is simple:

¢ Fertlize & Micronutrient Treatments
¢ Crabgrass & Broadleaf Weed Control Treatments

Get ready to enjoy your lawn. Call us at 703-436-8879
or contact us on our website at CallTurfsUp.com

You have better things to do than to
become an expert in lawn care science.

703-436-8879
CallTurfsUp.com
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BRMS students ready
Mary Poppins Jr. Musical

Students at Blue Ridge Middle School are busy get-
ting ready to present Disney and Cameron Mackin-
tosh’s Mary Poppins Jr. this spring. It’s a musical based
on the beloved stories of P.L. Tra-
vers and the Walt Disney film.

An incredible cast and crew of
70 middle schoolers are bringing this production to
life. The show is directed by Linda Cirba, with Dr. Sher-
ry Montgomery as music director.

In the musical, Bert, a jack-of-all-trades, invites the
audience into the world of London, England in 1910 —
and, specifically, into the dysfunctional home of the
Banks family. Jane and Michael, the young Banks chil-
dren, have sent yet another
nanny packing,

The magical Mary Pop-
pins flies in on the wind
with her parrot umbrella,
bringing with her a combi-
nation of whimsy, magic,
and disciplined common
sense to the children’s
lives. Together, they go on
memorable and magical ad-
ventures — and also learn
the importance of a tidy
nursery, and of taking the
medicine they need (with a

COMMUNITY

Diana Leskiv as Bert.

Photos Kelly Schober/BRMS PTO.

L-R: Lilly Tester as Mary Poppins, Kate Henry as Jane Banks,
Levi Kneeland as Michael Banks and Charlotte Abbe as the Bird
Woman in the BRMS Theatre production of Mary Poppins Jr.

spoonful of sugar, of course).

Mary Poppins’ transformational influence does not
stop with the children — eventually, she teaches the
grown-ups, as well, to open up and realize that “any-
thing can happen if you let it.”

Tickets are $10 each and go on sale March 1 at brm-
spto.org. Mary Poppins Jr. runs for one weekend only
on the Blue Ridge Middle School stage, with perfor-
mances on April 1st at 7:30 p.m., April 2 at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m., and April 3 at 2 p.m.

Performances will be held at Blue Ridge Middle
School, 551 East A Street, Purcellville.

Grace Heritage Site in
Lincoln moves forward
with restoration

The Grace Heritage Site is the former Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Episcopal Church, built by Freedman
and other Black residents in 1885. Located in western
Loudoun County, Virginia in the village of Lincoln, it
was once a bustling center of community.

When the Black population began to dwindle in the

mid- 20th century, the
building was eventual-
ly abandoned.

Today, efforts are un-
derway to restore the
building and preserve
this important sym-
bol of Loudoun’s rich
Black cultural history.
The project was award-
ed the Jean Brown Me-
morial Grant from the
Loudoun Preservation
Society in 2021. This
award is funding the

John Summers

restoration of the retaining wall which was in ruin for

decades.

The wall is being built by craftsman John Sum-
mers, who has ancestral ties to the building. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Youngkin announces 2022
Governor's Fellows Program

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has an-
nounced that applications are
being accepted for the 2022 Gov-
ernor’s Fellows Program.

The Governor’s Fellows Pro-
gram is a prestigious opportunity
for rising college seniors and re-
cent graduates to get a firsthand
look at the executive branch in

action. Since
GOVERNMENT 1982, fellows
have worked

alongside the Governor’s Cabinet
and staff, learning about state
government and assisting in es-
sential work for the Common-
wealth.

“We are excited to welcome
the next generation of leaders
to kick off their careers with our
administration,” said Youngkin.
“The Governor’s Fellows Pro-
gram is a unique opportunity for
young Virginians and students to
experience public service first-
hand and gain essential work
skills for their future.”

“Through meaningful interac-

Plan ahead and beat the summer heat with a
swimming pool retreat right in your own backyard!

tions with the Governor’s senior
level staff, lunches with Cabinet
members, trips around the Com-
monwealth, and projects both
inside and outside my assigned
Secretariat, I became fully im-
mersed in Virginia government
at the highest level,” said Tom-
my Lukish, a 2012 Governor’s
Fellow. “In every way, those ex-
periences amplified my appre-
ciation for public service and
helped my personal and profes-
sional growth.”

During their time in service to
the Commonwealth, Governor’s
fellows have the opportunity to
learn from special guest speakers
who are leaders in state govern-
ment and beyond. Fellows also
experience state government on
the road, visiting state govern-
ment agencies and historic sites
that have shaped our past and
are improving our future.

Qualified applicants must
be rising college seniors,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

lack of sleep can also make it more difficult to
recover from an illness.

The general recommended amount of sleep
for adults is seven or more hours per night.
Children and adolescents need more sleep with
3-to-5-year old’s requiring 10 to 13 hours per
night (including naps), 6-to-12-year old’s re-
quiring 9 to 12 hours per night, and 13-to-18-
year old’s requiring 8 to 10 hours per night.

Manage your stress. There is no denying
that the pandemic has been stressful and over-
whelming for many. Rates of suicide, substance
abuse, alcoholism, depression, anxiety, and oth-
er mental health struggles and conditions have
increased significantly over the past two years.

Research has repeatedly shown the benefits
of both psychotherapy and psychiatric medica-
tions for those with mental health struggles and
conditions. Ifyou reluctant to get help for your-
self when you need it, remember that mental
health treatment is not a luxury but a necessity
when it comes to managing your mental health
struggles during the pandemic.

Exercise regularly. Exercise and physical
activity play a significant role in strengthening
your immune system. Exercise essentially caus-
es changes in your white blood cells which help
you fight against diseases.

Research on exercise and COVID-19 has
shown that regular physical activity may help
people who contract COVID-19 from becoming
seriously ill. The American Heart Association
recommends 150 minutes of moderate aerobic

activity per week or 75 minutes of vigorous
aerobic activity per week, or a combination of
the two.

Maintain a healthy weight. Obesity is a
common, serious and costly disease that is
linked to impaired immune function. The obe-
sity rate in the U.S. is over 42 percent making us
one of the most obese nations in the world.

People who are obese have a higher risk of
severe illness when contracting COVID-19, and
are three times more likely to require hospi-
talization when ill. This is a time to strive to
maintain a healthy body weight. While obesi-
ty can be caused by several factors outside of
your control (e.g., genetics, hypothyroidism),
poor diet and a lack of physical activity/exercise
— things that are within your control - are two
main factors.

If you are severely overweight, make the time
to meet with your doctor for an evaluation, and
to formulate a treatment plan to combat the
problem.

Don’t smoke. Research has repeatedly
shown that smoking increases the risk for sev-
eral immune and autoimmune disorders, and
so too does vaping. While quitting nicotine is
extremely difficult to do, COVID-19 has been
a huge motivator for many. And don’t be dis-
couraged if you fail in your attempts to quit.
Research on smoking and vaping cessation has
found that quitting is most often a process and
not a single moment. According to The Centers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

When you hire Rock Water Farm you're
hiring a team of experts who create
unique and useful outdoor living areas. It
all starts with a thoughtful design.

Installing a pool, functional landscape,
or hardscape can be a big decision.
That's why our team is ready to handle
every detail such as:

* Design * Materials selections
e Surveying e Budgeting

e Permitting e Construction

* Automation * And more...

Let us know when you are ready fto dive

QUALIT

Wj’ '-'a“: g™

Y

o

L

INTEGRITY
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BEwT

in and create the outdoor living area your
family and back yard deserve.

h
rockwgfertarm

LANDSCAPES & HARDSOCAPES

703-688-8770

rockwaterfarm.com
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BRMS Students awarded Nature
Camp Scholarship

Kam Woodall, Gabriel Davis, and Ella

on why they would like to attend camp,

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

inflation and pending property tax
increases, imposing any additional
tax is a bad idea.

Here’s a better idea. Denver impos-

commercial projects should require
a zoning Special Exception from the
Board of Supervisors to ensure leg-
islative review to make sure we want
them. (Existing breweries would not

Stephenson, students at Blue Ridge and were required to receive a science esataxof $0.66per e affected by this requirement.)
Middle School, were each awarded ful- teacher recommendation. OPINION square foot on new , o
ly-funded scholarships ($975 each) to “To me, the natural world is so in- residential  units, Snyder’s Stadium in Loudoun

attend Nature Camp for two weeks in
Vesuvius, Virginia this summer.

L to R: Gabriel Davis, Ella Stephenson and Kam Woodall

Every year, the Leesburg Garden Club
(leesburggardenclub.org) awards scholar-
ships for this “unique, academic, hands-
on, residential camp for young people
with a genuine interest in conservation,
the out-of-doors, and the natural world.”

To be considered for the scholarship,
each student had to write a short essay

spiring, everything we have to this day
comes from nature like computers, rock-

et ships, and even cell phones.”
Woodall shared in her essay.

Stephenson  wrote,  “The
knowledge that I can get from
going to the LGC Nature Camp
will help me be able to care about
and protect nature better. I know
from experience that the more I
know about nature the more I ap-
preciate it and want to protect it.
This nature camp is a perfect op-
portunity for me to start thinking
about my future career”.

Davis included, “I hope to share
what I will learn with others.”

The students’ science teacher, Jackie
Robertson, encouraged the students to
apply to the camp. She said, “I am so
proud of these students for taking the
time to apply for this scholarship oppor-
tunity, and I’'m extremely excited that
they will be extending their knowledge
about the world around them.”

and $1.86 per square foot on new
commercial projects. Let’s do that. Su-
pervisors: A good idea, and also better
politics than taxing voters.

Plastic Bags

Anickel abag? Our Supervisorsdo a
good job, but this new tax shows that
they are not perfect. New tax revenue
will be negligible. Significantly, the
bag tax is clearly regressive, which
means our poorest citizens will get
hurt the most.

Rural Commercialization

Some commercialization in the
west has been good, but even B&Bs
are now seeing some eyebrows raised
about their appropriateness in cer-
tain areas. Wineries have generally
been well-liked. Breweries are pop-
ular, but their neighbors are often
apoplectic.

Future breweries and most new

I’'m sure to write more about this
grotesque idea in the future.

Unpaved Roads

Preserving Loudoun’s network of
unpaved roads is a good idea; a ne-
cessity really, if we want to preserve
our heritage and comfortable ambi-
ence.

Unpaved roads can have more pot-
holes, but they are softer-edged than
the sharp-edged potholes on paved
roads. These roads can get dusty in
dry weather. On the plus side, there is
usually less traffic on unpaved roads,
and that traffic is slower and safer
than it would be on asphalt. Some
people complain about dust, but the
dust on my car proudly proclaims, “I
live in western Loudoun.”

Charles Houston developed more than six million
square feet of office buildings throughout the south
for an Atlanta-based firm. He lives in Paeonian
Springs.

Do you have a dream?
build it!

Let us help you

* Free on-site consultation eF X

* Competitive pricing and can
help with financing

» Built to your specifications

* No cheap or discount
materials— but still offer the
most competitive pricing in
the industry

* Where honesty, Integrity, and
quality still matters

it

E CUSTOM GARAGES
_— A

OF VIRGINI
=
888-919-4797

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA
www.customgaragesofvirginia.com
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BEWARE OF DEVELOPERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

At a Town Council work session on
Feb. 22, Mayor Fraser chided his critics
with a cautionary metaphor.

“Annexation — the Trojan horse —
beware of developers bearing gifts,” he
said, alluding to the Greeks’ duplicitous
destruction of Troy. The ancient Greeks
hid soldiers in a huge, hollow wood-
en horse and presented it as a gift to
the unsuspecting Trojans, who glad-
ly welcomed it within their gates and
brought about their own downfall.

Fraser pointed out that no one annex-
es a property to retain the County zon-
ing they already have. Usually, property
bordering the Town is zoned JLMA-3,
which means one house per three acres.

“They annex for densification or in-
creased density,” Fraser explained.

“It has been said to me by prior Coun-
cil Members that if we annex, we con-
trol our destiny. To the contrary, I have
said that we control our destiny by con-
trolling water and sewer. There are only
two creatures that follow water and sew-
er.”

Fraser continued: “For example, we
did not annex Jack’s Run [Silcott Springs
Road and A Street], and we did not pro-
vide water and sewer to it, and in so do-
ing we controlled what was built there
— a beautiful community at our borders
with County density. Those residents

still eat at our restaurants, contributing
to meals tax, and water and sewer usage
while dining out.”

“To annex with the goal of retaining
the County zoning or Transition X zon-
ing is silly and is equivalent to opening
the gates of Troy to the Trojan horse. Be-
ware of developers bearing gifts.”

Transition X zoning is the current
lower dense zoning of a property when it
is annexed into the Town of Purcellville.

Council Member Tip Stinnette ini-
tially weighed in on the proposed
Kuhn annexation at the Feb. 8 Town
Council meeting. “I would like to clearly
address three points that should inform
any discussion on this matter. They are
water, process, and our comprehensive
plan. Any discussion on bringing new
land into the jurisdiction of Purcellville
needs to be informed by our capacity to
support its water requirements.”

“While we do have excess wastewater
treatment capacity,” he said, “quite the
opposite is true when it comes to source
water capacity. At present we have what
we need for as we are. Any new land dis-
cussion will need to be informed by this
point.”

Stinnette added, “With respect to the
second point, the town’s process for
bringing new land into its jurisdiction
is a 17-step process. Mr. Kuhn is on step
number one, which is called community

briefing prior to application. While this
process may be condensed or modified,
it is designed to protect the interests of
our community.”

“As to my third point,” he continued,
“we forecast there will be new applica-
tions that will come before the Town and
specifically wrote into the Comprehen-
sive Plan, that any new land coming into
the Town must come with its existing
County land use.”

“If an applicant wants a different land
use than currently authorized under
the County as part of their application,
then a change to the Town Comprehen-
sive Plan will be needed. And that will
require a public hearing and a vote by
Town Council.”

“In short, the Comprehensive Plan
adds an 18™ step to the 17-step process,”
Stinnette concluded.

“To be clear, I do not support a data
center in the Purcellville environs, nor
do I believe one is logistically feasible
given our water constraints,” he clarified.
“Moreover, 1 fully support the Town’s
application process and the comprehen-
sive plan, which requires community en-
gagement and restricts changing County
land use as part of the jurisdiction appli-
cation process.”

Fraser said he sees the proposed
Kuhn annexation before the Town
Council as “a waste of time.”

“Why go through a 17- or 18-step pro-
cess when the community does not sup-
port it?” he asked.

“I was recently told that there is an-
other Trojan horse working its way to
our gates, represented by a property
adjacent to the O’Toole property by the
Berlin Turnpike circle — the same prop-
erty Council Member [Erin] Rayner’s
campaign banner was on.”

Fraser said the annexation request
was not about data centers.

Chuck Kuhn has said repeatedly in
meetings that he has no intention of
bringing data to western Loudoun.

Fraser countered, “The data center
was brought up by my detractors to
distract the citizens of Purcellville into
raging a battle of the mind so that an
annexation can slip in under the guise
of other high-density, traffic-impacting
uses, hoping that the people will choose
the lesser. It’s almost Machiavellian, but
I am no longer a political neophyte. After
four terms as Mayor, I see these things in
slow motion.”

“For the record, with Central Offices
now being equipped with data center
gear, the Central Office across from the
Purcellville Library has data center func-
tionality,” he added.

“Further, this Town Council recently
approved an agreement that will allow

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

up! (You call,we fetch.)

12 & 26 Mar

Hello Neighbors!

As fickle as March weather can be, now might be a good time
to try our online ordering and FREE same-day local delivery to
take the hassle out of shopping for your pet family. (We may be
biased, but we think it's worth a try just to see the Pet Mobile.)

Start using Auto-ship and save money on your first order! Or
call ahead and use our reserved parking spots for curbside pick-

Call for an appointment with our groomer-in-training or use our
DIY dog wash bays and let us clean up the mess. Remember,
our Dirty Dog Discount card - 5 washes for only $25.00 - is a
GREAT deal that won't expire!

Be sure to join our improved rewards program. Sign up online
and see how to get discounts, coupons, free products,and more.

Thank you for your PAWSOME support!

Events
PetConnect Cat and Dog Rescue (tentative)

PET SUPPLIES PLUS.

Minus the hassle.

Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville

Patrick's Day

Ready
for Saint

365 days a
year!

120 Purcellville Gateway Dr. | 540.299.7959 | Mon-Sat: 9-9 « Sun: 10-6
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DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

for Disease Control and Prevention, it can take eight
to 11 attempts before permanently stopping.

When you quit your immune system improves;
improvements occur just after 15 days after quitting,
and your return to health will be close to normaliz-
ing entirely by three months.

Drink in moderation. Research has shown that
excessive drinking over time and binge drinking can
weaken your immune system, which makes it more
difficult to fight off infections and viruses. But you
may not need to quit drinking entirely. Research
studies have also shown that drinking in moderation
is less concerning and possibly beneficial to your
health.

In fact, a recent study on drinking and COVID-19
found that consuming red wine, champagne, and
white wine in moderation can be helpful in thwart-

ing the virus. Interestingly, that same positive find-
ing wasn’t found for those who drank hard alcohol
or beer.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continue to roll for-
ward, this is an excellent time to assess your rela-
tionship with alcohol, and to make changes if nec-
essary.

COVID-19 is a marathon and not a sprint, but we
will get through it, and life will eventually return to
normal. In addition to all that we are doing to pro-
tect ourselves and our loved ones from contracting
the virus, let’s also make our personal health and
wellness a priority.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike” is a clinical
psychologist in private practice. He can be reached at
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza,
Suite 240, Ashburn.

YOUNGKIN ANNOUNCES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

graduating seniors, or graduate students.
All Virginia college and university students are
eligible to apply. Virginia residents who attend
out-of-state colleges and universities are also
eligible. Both public and private college and
university students are encouraged to apply.

The selection of fellows is based solely on
merit. The Fellows Program does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, sex, color, national or-
igin, religion, sexual orientation, age, disability,
or veteran status.

The deadline to apply for the Governor’s Fel-
lows Program is Monday, March 28.

Interviews will begin on March 30. Applicants
will be advised on decisions beginning on April
18. The program runs from Monday, May 30, to
Friday, July 29.

To apply, visit the Governor’s Fellows Pro-
gram website and send the required recommen-
dation letters to: Governor’s Fellows Program,
Post Office Box 2454, Richmond, Virginia 23219.
Questions can be emailed to: govfellows@gov-
ernor.virginia.gov.

/
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Holy Cf‘dss m Herndon, VA

KL (New lcjcat'lon)

4 00 p m.. Sunday, March 6,:2022
St. David’s Episcopal Church, Ashburn, VA

Www.msva.org

MasterSingersof Virginia

modern choral music?..masterfully.
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USDA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

in food marketing,” said Ben Rowe, national affairs coordina-
tor for Virginia Farm Bureau Federation. “It provides clarity to
the marketplace so consumers can make informed decisions
on the issues that matter to them, and protects the innovation
that is critical to the sustainability and future of agriculture.”

Consumers will see text, symbols, QR codes, phone num-
bers and website addresses on foods that are bioengineered or
contain bioengineered ingredients. They can visit the website,
scan the QR code or make a phone call to learn more about the
food and its ingredients.

Additionally, the standard establishes a national disclosure
model that avoids a complicated assortment of state laws for
bioengineered foods that impede movement of products, con-
fuse consumers and increase production costs, Rowe explained.

“Because of population growth, we need to use every tool
in the toolbox to get higher yields,” said Lynwood Broaddus,
president of Caroline County Farm Bureau and a member of
the VFBF Soybean & Feed Grains Advisory Committee. “Ge-
netically modified crops are very important in that.”

Broaddus explained that both producers and consumers
benefit significantly from bioengineered foods, as they allow
farmers to grow crops more efficiently and reduce the amount
of inputs like insecticides and herbicides.

Only 13 crops and foods are available in bioengineered form,
and more than 70 percent of harvested bioengineered crops
are fed to food-producing animals.

“Billions of animals and millions of people have consumed
genetically modified food without a single, recorded food safe-
ty incident,” Rowe added. “These crops are repeatedly and
extensively tested for consumer and environmental safety by
both industry experts and independent organizations. Those
tests are reviewed by the USDA, Environmental Protection
Agency, Food and Drug Administration and similar organiza-
tions internationally.”

Eplmg

ANDSCAPING
AND LAWNSERVICE, INC.

540-554-8228

www.eplinglandsecaping.com

Lawn Care Program
Lhwn Maintenance Program
.. Mulch, Cleanup and
. Garden Visit Program.

o

NOW SCHEDULING

= Spring Cleanup and Mulch Services
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BEWARE OF DEVELOPERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

for the development of a data center at the base of our
soon-to-be-built cell tower number 2. So, Purcellville
already has its unique version of a data center and has
an edge data center coming.”

Mayor Fraser told the Blue Ridge Leader in a phone
call that monetizing the Town’s assets is working for

the Town. He said the Town received over $900,000
in net revenue for planting 100,000 trees on the 189-
acre, Town-owned Aberdeen property.

Said Fraser, “We can have the County build the
aquatic and recreational center without annexation,
and still obtain revenue by providing water and sewer
to it under a deal with the County” — referring to the

western Loudoun recreational center the County will
build in the west.

“I do not view annexation as an asset monetization
strategy. The larger Purcellville grows, the more ser-
vices it needs in infrastructure, staff, water and sewer
treatment costs, and public safety, to name a few,”
Fraser concluded.

SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS O\

Hes Company, LLC
703-203-8853
HOA Maintenance, Tree Planting, Lot Clearing, Storm Damage,
Pruning, Trimming, Crowning, Bulk Mulch Delivery
JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com
www.HesCompanyLLC.com

LICENSED & INSURED * MEMBER ANGIE’S LIST & BBB * AFFORDABLE

REAMBX

Premier

“Qur Team Assures
Your Success”

SHERRY 4

WILSON TEAM L&

540-338-8300 703-771-1110
www.sherrywilson.com

No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Piumbing + Electrical + Tile * Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

e 040.683.0470 ...

smmares  Yourhandymanservicel@gmail.com &wsuren

Driveway Repair

Asphalt Driveway Restoration

= We use REAL ASPHALT Sandmix Crack Filler
= Patchwork = 2" Overlays/Resurfacing
= Best Waterproof Oil Based Heated Sealcoating
= The Real Asphalt Preservative is Oil-Based Sealer
= (il-Based Sealer Preserves Asphakt
= Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways (Small drivewsys only)

Great Quality Work is Not Cheap, Cheap Prices
Are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.

g&?&i Paul Jones and Son
_M_ GoodGuysPaving@gmail.com
Warranty Leesburg, VA
FREE Estimates Satisfaction Guaranteed

y

Ny
i

House Calls
Contracting LLC
From the
design stage of
remodeling,
or room addition, to
the finished product O
all in one company.

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898

www.HouseCallsContracting.com
HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117 -

|
;

Bonded, Insured

V)LJ!J -XJJJ }I‘JJIIJULQ‘J

Painting and Home Repairs 703.967.8780
davishandymanco.com

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com @ @ 63

LYNNE McCABE

TEAM

SAMSON

FRIPEE RS

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

| SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly - Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES + GREAT REFERENCES!

Call Maria Today!
7103.477.1228

CallMariaToday@gmail.com

ié@l

1 | i
Largle"e!ultlclaltittg;ﬁlty 's%r!:e, I1small enougi’to ctzr.

I ;
WOOD OVINYL METAL ‘!

* Bobcat Services *
* Gravel Driveway Repair *

@RAMHALL TRUCKING
S540-82Z2-9011

& STONE DUST « MULCH & TOPSOIL &« SAND =
#= LIGHT GRADING =« GRAVELING =
» DRAINAGE SOLUTTONS « BACKHOE WORK «

LET US HELP YOU
CARRY YOUR LOAD!

www.bramhalltrucking.com

"

e e L e A T e
Your Experts in Roofing, Windows, Doors,
Siding, Gutters, and Repairs!

OPERAITONS
e W ¥
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CLASSIFIEDS ST. PATRICK’S, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
GLASOIFIEDS

Dessert? With that hearty meal under your belt who’d have room
for Bailey’s Irish Cream Cheesecake? Why not binge instead on
Irish movies— “Waking Ned Devine,” maybe, or, for the children,
“Darby O’Gill and the Little People”? This 1959 Disney classic will
entertain your imps with lots of naughty leprechauns. Parents
are more likely to get a laugh out of a certain Scotsman’s miser-
able attempt at an Irish accent. But he would have the last laugh.
Three years later, Sean Connery would make film history with just
three words, spoken with an English accent: “Bond. James Bond.”

PRAYER TO ST JUDE
patron saint of hopeless causes:
“May the sacred heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever.
Sacred heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray for us.”
Say prayer nine times each day for nine days

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal
Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex,
elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept
advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing
opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file
a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-

free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair
@ housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

and promise to publish.

https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/grandmas-irish-soda-bread/

REDISTRICTING PLAN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

would benefit from the Letourneau plan because
“as it stands, you will have three people, three of
nine, to cover parts—wholly or part of—western
Loudoun County.” She added, “The ironic part of
the COLT map is it’s the only map that will not
require a supervisor to live in the west. How are
you going to fight about the fact that the west is
so important, but then you could have all nine
supervisors living in the east?”

The Letourneau-Turner map is moving forward
to a March 15 public hearing with the support of

seven supervisors: Juli Briskman (D-Algonkian),
Sylvia Glass (D-Broad Run), Kristen Umstaddt
(D-Leesburg), Vice Chair Koran Saines (D-Ster-
ling), and Letourneau, Turner, and Randall.

Two supervisors —Tony Buffington (R-Blue
Ridge) and Caleb A. Kershner (R-Catoctin)—vot-
ed for the COLT plan.

That plan will now move forward to a Board of
Supervisors public hearing on March 15, followed
by staff refinement before the final plan is pre-
sented to the Board of Supervisors in May then
sent on to the Attorney General. Implementation
of the new map is expected by August.

GRACE HERITAGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

stones are all from the original structure. “We want
to thank Mr. Summers for his excellent work,” said
Carol Morris Dukes, president, Lincoln Preservation

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

Foundation.

For more information about the Grace project,
and to donate toward this important effort, please
visit the project website at savinggraceproject.org.

POWER'SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

1N POWER. SINCE 1920, ——

WINCO NSCO™s s

Quality Generators Since 1927

COUNTY BUDGET, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

particular scrutiny. The largest bottom line in division his-
tory, the LCPS request amounts to a 5.6 percent increase
from the current year’s budget despite a 7 percent drop in
enrollment.

Loudoun citizens also discussed the budget increase in
terms of the County’s huge increases in home values — up
8.7 to 16 percent countywide — and the resulting huge in-
creases in tax assessments.

At the same time, in light of 7.5 percent inflation across
the economy — the largest inflation spike in 40 years —
speakers pointed out the burden they are now carrying
just to cover basic needs.

According to a study by Moody’s Analytics, the average
household is spending an additional $276 a month be-
cause of inflation. They have seen food costs rise 12.2 per-
cent. Energy has risen 27 percent and gas 40 percent, both
of which are likely to go higher due to the war in Ukraine.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

Our licensed adult day centers provide:

+ A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
* Respite for caregivers needing support & free time

* Reasonable sliding scale fees

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

Purcellville
co-located w/ Carver Center
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Ashburn
off Loudoun County Pkwy
45140 Bles Park Drive

571-258-3232

Leesburg
near Leesburg Airport
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday

Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services
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SHOP AND SUFPORIT

Affordable Sheds € Garden Products LLC

‘Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds
Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns
Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson
540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

i
On-Site Installatlons

Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &

Er;% In-Home Vacation Pet Care
% Joe Pillera
i] (703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

L ":r}.

Tree Experts For Over;30,Years
Family Owned & Operated

940-533-8092
C-all Brian Today!

AHH.\!PLEFETIEM&DLAHDSGAPE
Girading - Masonry - Patios - Retaining / Stone Wals - Lot Cleaning -
HONEST & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
EMERG. SERV. » SATISFACTION

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile
703-858-2770 office
Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ol
CENTURY 21

New Millennium

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE
20405 Exchange St., # 221
Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup

GRASS!«ORKS

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472
GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.
703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs
Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Retaining Walls
Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

LYCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGABORS

£
Market, |}
Properties |’

4l

See Our Ad on the Back CO\;er'
=P_OnThe Market..with sam

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

onthemarketloudoun.com

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR"
Associate Broker
ABR
100 Purcellville Gateway Dirive
Suite 100 B
CHTice: 340-338-1350
Cell: T03-431-1724
Fax: 340-338-1620
linda.culbert @ longandfoster.com
Lu:ld-u(. ulberl.com

AMERICAN &

VALITY STEEL r 1
571-505-5565 «+ WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com
604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse

Louduun County’s Oldest Greenhouse
o ‘1].1l..l_|<|||f|n1., in Mative and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

oty Plants, Trees & Shrubs

oy ".' ’ I"nlhlrv,{ doves, Tools & Statuary
!—-ﬁu—- -!"ﬁ . Flowering Pots & ( jifts
fi wivw.abernethyspencer.com

Jcﬂ.élk_ (5407 33"&-‘-”13 » infoflabernethyspencer.com

18035 Lincoln Rd./Maple Ave. » Purcellville, VA 20132

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

acclrate

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Licensed & Insured

Flynn's Lawn Maintenance

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826
flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com

LONG & FOSTER

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
(0) 540-338-1350
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

CHRISTIL'S

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com
wWww.premiercomputerrepairs.com

B.R.MIDDLETON
| | | |CONCRETE

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & E)ushogs
Blade S[’\arpcmng & Maln’cenancc
ol Changcs | Grcasmg RePalrs

Sharp Blades

I
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com
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-

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES = LONG LANES = DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS « PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK = ASPHALT MILLINGS

Muaybe you have a bit area you would love to have
Macktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don't Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates » Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(371) 255-9187

Licensed and fnsured

1843215

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

hope, healing, and resiliency. “Character
is developed through trial and suffer-
ing,” LeSourd writes.

Many of us have high expectations
when we first set out on our own — we
imagine securing the perfect job, find-
ing the perfect mate, and building a suc-
cessful life. But often, this doesn’t hap-
pen right away (if at all).

“When we graduate college, we im-
mediately put intense pressure on our-
selves to find a job that aligns with our
dreams and skills,” LeSourd writes. “Un-
fortunately, that first job is more often
than not a wake-up call to reality. You
may dislike your first job, or even hate
it.”

I was miserable in my first job out of
college. Stuck in a windowless room
working as a government consultant,
I spent days fielding calls from clients,
trying my best to resolve their software
issues. I felt alone during that first year
out of school, living in my parents’ util-
ity room to save money. I felt like I had
failed, especially in comparison to oth-
ers I knew who were loving their first
year out of school.

Thankfully, that wasn’t the end of the
story. My life has turned out better than I
could have imagined. And while I would
never want to repeat my early twenties,
I did learn valuable lessons along the
way, many of which I draw upon now. As
LeSourd writes, “This tumultuous de-
cade that required so much from us has
provided a foundation to help guide us
throughout the rest of our lives.”

Our twenties are demanding, espe-
cially considering the number of tran-
sitions that happen in such a short
period of time. “Most major events or

milestones, such as first jobs, frequent
moves, career shifts, marriage, buying
a home, and the start of parenting, oc-
cur within a span of ten years,” LeSourd
writes. These changes, while exciting,
can produce negative emotions. “Due
to all these changes happening in such
a short period of our lives, it is normal
to feel a heightened sense of stress and
insecurity,” LeSourd writes.

I'wish I had been able to read this book
when [ was in my early twenties. I could
have learned valuable lessons about
work-life balance, setting boundaries,
and perhaps worrying less about what
the future held. But in reading this book,
I was able to look back at those years
with self-compassion — and choose to
accept the past. “People often reflect
on their twenties with fond memories
- and we will look back on these years
and see how we have grown - but it is
a tumultuous time when you are in the
midst of it,” LeSourd writes.

No matter how your twenties turn
out, you can rest assured that they won’t
necessarily determine how the rest of
your life will unfold. “Hope comes when
we remember that our life is a part of
a greater, collective story,” LeSourd
writes. “We may not always see why or
how things happened the way they did
at the time, but we can move forward
one step at a time, knowing it is not the
end of the story.”

Samuel Moore-Sobel is the author of Can
You See My Scars? His book is available
on Amazon.To read more of his work,
visit www.samuelmoore-sobel.com To
book him for a speaking engagement, visit
https://washington-dc.freespeakers.org/
author/samuelmooresobel).

BATTLE OVER ROUTE 15, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

of bringing it into alignment with the
County’s policy vision.

This “zoning re-write” provides
the Board of Supervisors with a last
chance opportunity to fix the problem
of over-development of rural areas and
avoid future conflicts like the current
battle over Rt. 15. As
part of this process,
the County can and
should reduce the maximum residential
densities permitted in new rural subdi-
visions to ensure that the rural popu-
lation does not out-grow the available
public infrastructure.

Of course, pro-growth interests will
lobby intensely against this second op-
tion, arguing that it would deny large
landowners’ “right” to high-density
rural development. They will continue
to insist, in other words, on their right
to impose huge new administrative and
fiscal burdens on the County govern-
ment and its taxpayers so that they can

OPINION

reap more profits from the destruction
of Loudoun’s remaining rural areas.

Under this powerful political pres-
sure, County supervisors would un-
doubtedly face a major challenge if
they chose to decisively implement the
rural policy adopted in the Comprehen-
sive Plan. It would certainly be easier to
avoid short-term controversy and pass
along the inevitable costs to future su-
pervisors and citizens.

For the sake of the County’s taxpay-
ers, of every citizen who values our
farms, natural environment, history,
scenery, and other rural assets, and of
future generations, we hope they will
stand up to the task of fixing the prob-
lem while it is still fixable.

This was submitted by John Ellis on behalf
of the Board of Directors of Save Rural
Loudoun. Save Rural Loudoun is a non-
partisan, non-profit, grassroots organization
that advocates for preservation of Loudoun
County’s rural heritage.
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SHUOFAND SUFFURILYCALBUSINESS OWNERS ANDU NEIGHBORS

MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1M
508 . Markel 51,
Leesburg VA 20176

Cell: T03-577-6015
Oifice: TO3-777-29H0
Mary. Wiskers LNF.com
www MMaryWisker.com

CHRISTIES

|
LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATES

INCORPORATED

571.242.0025 703.327.4050
LANDSCAPEASSOC®AOL.COM
WWW.LANDSCAPEASSOCIATESINC.NET

* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
* PLANTING & GARDENS
* MASONRY
* OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
* WATER FEATURES/POOLS
* HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE
* DRAINAGE & WATER MANAGEMENT
®* OUTDOOR LIGHTING
* LARGE CALIPER TREE TRANSPLANTING

Custom Painters, LLC

¢ Interior/Exterior

¢ Residential

4 Pressure Washing
) & Carpentry Repairs
¢ Drywall Repairs

Joel Welter
Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

Winter Discount

10% Off

o) lntemr Work
E?B www.custompainters.biz

joel@custompainters.biz

A RATING

Licensed ¢ Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

Property _
Guaranteed Return on

Investment - J

571.321.6414 | www.SOLAR-NOVA com

Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up
www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

MIDDLEBURG
REAL ESTATE

Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs

ATOKA

PROPERTIES

Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV
540-533-7453

www. MarcyC.com

MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

Q Atoka Properties 115 N 21st 5t Purcellville, VA 20132 .

LOUDOUN COUNTY
% MILLING ¥

Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW: FENCING

| Bulk MulchsTop Sail » Sands » Gravels _:Fw
:': Landscapmg Stone » Erosion Control I:
Culverts, etc.

5 40-338.7161 rosncoan

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

TARTER

Offering stress, loss
and trauma reduction
services without
diagnosis

170 West Main Street, Suite 106
Purcellville, VA 20132
(540) 931-6268 strestllc.com

STREST

THE STRESS REDUCTION SPOT

North Custom Masoni'y
"i

ol 4

. '_ |ts Flreplaces,l s ‘Retamlng and |

Ch|mnéy’s"§olumﬂs TR U ""'*‘Deco:astlveWalls,
tonework

Frge Esllmates Llcensed & Insured - Angie’s List Memher = Member BBB

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND BREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
Clrca 1B32

WWW.SPRINDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
SPRINGDALEVABGMAIL.COM

18348 LincoLN ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
540-751-8686
TEXT B40-550-2010 0r-651-271-3689

Double Shredded Hardwood Muich,
Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips,
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

703-450-4758

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

Pick Up or Delivery

1 8-6789

s LLC

703-

Lovettsvﬂle, VA .
Major@Veteran"TICUS S —

www.VeteransLLC.us Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WV

Erie ]
INnsurance

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto + Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 -« Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Free estimates - Mabile service
Licensed & Insured - Home
Commercial Elass Replacement

HACKNEY GLASS

lommy Hackney
hackneyglass@gmail.com

a71.420.2637

FPeeanian Springs, Ya.
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WOODGROVE’S THEATRE PROGRAM, CON'T. FROM P.3

parents, local professional theater com-
panies, a family drive-in movie theater,
and a farm family with a big barn has
been keeping Woodgrove’s theater pro-
gram alive.

Two of the key players have been Ad-
die Schafer Benko, who took on the ear-
ly challenges from March 2020 through
June 2021, and now Beverly Pruzina,
Theatre Arts and Film Studies Director.

Recruited to Woodgrove from Eagle
Ridge Middle School by Schafer Ben-
ko, Pruzina is a career-switcher who
brought to LCPS her 10 years of expe-
rience owning and running Richmond’s
Drama Kids International franchise, one
of the company’s original 10 franchises
in the country.

With a journalism degree from Tem-
ple University in Philadelphia, Pruzina
worked in radio and television in Rich-
mond before she and her husband de-
cided to step into teaching and coach-
ing drama. When she finally decided
to switch careers and teach in public
schools, Pruzina enrolled at the Shenan-
doah Conservatory in Winchester, where
she earned her teaching credentials.

“Then,” she says, “a crazy principal at
Eagle Ridge took a chance on me, and
I’'ve never looked back.”

Getting her to look forward and switch
from teaching middle school students to
high schoolers was a tough sell, but she
took up the challenge as Schafer Benko
moved on to the head Virginia Thespi-
an, the state’s largest theater education
organization with 2,700 members, 150
organizations, and 149 middle and high
schools.

“When everything shutdown in March
2020,” say Schafer Benko, “I began to get
emails from the kids saying, ‘Please, can
we get back in?’ But no one could access
the school.

“So, we began to develop a program
with playwriting groups and productions
online. About 40 students participat-
ed. It was tough on the kids. Some were
‘podding.” Some were driving 30 minutes
just to get a connection to participate. I
started looking into what was possible
for us to get together. That meant get-
ting signatures from parents and writing
a proposal to start a film production. The
proposal ran 40 pages, with 20 pages of
COVID protocols.

Schafer Benko also made the most
of her connections in the Virginia the-
ater community. Because only nonprof-
its, such as churches, could gain access
to schools, she turned to her friends at
Ashburn’s StageCoach Theatre Com-
pany. Under the wing of the nonprofit
StageCoach Foundation, dedicated to
increasing life-skill training through
performing, she was able to gain school
access for the high school’s Grove The-
ater due to its nonprofit affiliation.

They chose StageCoach’s own mystery
play Moonshine Murders for their produc-
tion. The students wanted to put their
own artistic stamp on the play, howev-
er, and turn it into a film noir musical.
With StageCoach’s blessing, they added
six scenes, increased the characters from
15 to 30, and wrote three original songs.

“Once we got a green light to work
with StageCoach, we had to raise mon-
ey because our school funding had been
frozen. Parents stepped up and donated

$2,000 to $3,000. With those funds were
able to buy three green screens to do
Virtual Theater.”

Back in the school building for re-
hearsals thanks to the StageCoach Foun-
dation, Schafer Benko created safe work-
spaces with painter’s tape, marking box-
es 6 —10 feet apart, one for each student.

Every planning period she would
disinfect the space, and every day she
steamed costumes and wiped down the
entire facility. She also recruited par-
ents, two of whom attended every meet-
ing and rehearsal to ensure COVID pro-
tocols were met.

The next challenge was finding a way
to present their musical after filming
the production and editing it for screen-
ing. With the help of StageCoach, the
Grove team identified a venue—the
Family Drive-in movie theater in Ste-
phens City. To a live, ticketed audience,
they screened several performances.
Then, moving online, the students lives-
treamed the musical play as ticketed,
scheduled content.

By spring 2021, when the students
were ready to perform Oklahomal!, they
faced the same challenge: Where could
they find a stage?

Enter Rebecca Baldwin Fuller, a for-
mer board president of Hillsboro Charter
Academy who knew Addie Schafer Ben-
ko from her days as a third-grade teacher
at the school.

Fuller offered the barn at her family’s
farm, WeatherLea, near Lovettsville. The
farm provided the perfect setting for the
musical, with its big red barn, horses in
its corral, and sheep in nearby fields.

This spring—May 5, 6, 7—Woodgrove’s

student stage managers, actors, singers,
dancers, musicians, sound and lighting
technicians, wardrobe and prop manag-
ers, stagehands and film directors, com-
munity relations and marketing teams—
will finally put on a show in their own
school auditorium.

“We have 78 students in the produc-
tion,” says director Pruzina, “and three
of us in leadership positions—pit con-
ductor Samantha Oakley and choral di-
rector Jessica Morgan.

“We go through rigorous applica-
tion and audition processes,” Pruzina
explains. Talent counts, of course. But
Pruzina is looking for more. “What I
want in our students is the triple threat:
attitude, attendance, and aptitude.”

She’d got it with the students now
cast for roles onstage and backstage for
SpongeBob: The Musical.

“If you’ve never heard of it or listened
to the music, you’ll find it is not the
Nickelodeon cartoon. The characters are
from that show, including SpongeBob
Squarepants, but the story is about the
power of friendship and being the best
you can be no matter the circumstanc-
es.”

The innovative Tony-nominated mu-
sical is set under the sea in Bikini Bot-
tom, where the inhabitants face annihi-
lation of their world. Chaos erupts. Lives
hang in the balance. And just when all
hope seems lost, a most unexpected
hero rises up and shows how the power
of optimism really can save the world,”
she concludes.

“What a powerful message to send our
community, especially in these times!”

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

the top - remains the dawn light creating
bursts of blinding glare on windshield,
spectacles and camera lens; combine this
with sections of the road narrow enough
to crowd a small family of rabbits, and I
wonder how I remember much else of the
trip. I still ponder the driving possibili-
ties for the daily local residents — should
they come upon each other at an unex-
pected blind curve; I shudder to think
of an early-morning or late-afternoon
school bus trying to simply negotiate the
turns, much less avoid any other vehicles
(or tree limbs, animals, bicycles or other
obstacles). Those stands of mature trees
I mentioned made their way into the pic-
ture catalog — both in the mind and cam-
era — many joining in the morning sun’s
playful lighting effects.

There’s a feeling I sense in and among
old growth timber that always reminds
me of a house of worship; perhaps it’s
the power and protection coming down
through the ages — or at least my imagi-
nation of that phenomenon.

Breaking through the edge of the forest,

I negotiated my vehicle downhill toward
more open cattle country; the early hour
offered at least partial covering of the on-
coming valley with a smoky blanket of fog,
giving the scattered bovine herds an even
more romantic quality. Some of the cows
seemed to appreciate the early-morning
visit, coming right in for a close-up as I
got out to stretch the legs at one of the
few turn-off areas. And, as I approached
the end of the journey near Route 15, I
was rewarded with an uncommon sight in
this region - at least for me. Now, wheth-
er they were actual ‘long-horn’ cattle or
simply cows with quite impressive head-
gear, I was instantly transported much
further south - say, to the Lone Star State
- as I stood along the fence and shared
a bit of time and space with these for-
midable-looking creatures. Appropriate
gate-keepers to Oatlands Road, I thought,
getting back on the highway and onto
more familiar grounds to face the rest of
my day. So — my advice is: stay home, read
the story and peruse the photos; I think
I’ll heed my own advice when it comes to
another dawn’s drive along Route 650.

STEEL MAGNOLIAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

verbal collisions, the play draws
on the underlying strength—and
love—which give the play, and its
characters, the special quality to
make them truly touching, funny
and marvelous-
ly amiable com-
pany in good
times and bad.
Reservations
for in-theater
performances
of Steel Mag-
nolias are rec-
ommended. All
guests are re-
quired to wear
masks while
watching  the
show. Reserva-
tions can be made online at https://
stagecoachtc.com/steel-magnolias/,
and ticket prices are $25 per person.
Other shows currently in pro-
duction at StageCoach Theatre in-
clude “Death of a Time-Traveler”,

a murder mystery written and
directed by R. Aaron Thompson.
Performances will be held in March
and April at Oatlands in Leesburg
with meals provided by Pure Per-
fection Catering, and at Old Ox
Brewery in Ashburn and Effingham

L-R front row: Alex Aspiazu, Leah Daily, Victoria Rose.
L-R bottom row: Caleigh Davis, Barbara Gertzog, Echo Rue.

Manor Winery in Nokesville. Per-
formances of “Something Different”,
a collection of fairy tales and folk-
lore for children, will be staged on
Saturdays, from March 19 through
April 2.

Photo: Kat Brais
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Call us today
for a FREE
consultation.

540.338.7190
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All of our projects are designed with aesthetics,
functionality, and sustainability in mind.
We pride ourselves in our ability to design dramatic
and exciting landscapes and demonstrate
great care when implementing them.
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Coming Soon- Very special home with Just Listed- Sold As-Is- River Rd, Just Listed /Under Contract- Estates at
first floor master bedroom and views on Bluemont 10 Acre property- Listed for Shenstone- Leesburg- Listed for
7 acres! $499,900 $1,350,000
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Under Contract- 11 Offers!
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Under Contract (11 Offers!)- r}FI}(l).rslj proltn)ertiesl?.re in highh demand! Knde}:‘ C(I))ntract;{Mica Pslalc(;e; Epve;cltiville—
Purcellville Road- Listed for $1,050,000 inking about selling your horse nother Powers Homes Sold! Listed for

property? Please call us! $924,900
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Just Sold - Highland Cir, Paeonian Now is the time to list your Pool Congrats to Another Turn Tack for moving
Springs- Listed for $850,000- Sold over list ~ Property! Call us today be ready to list into their new location at 221 N 21st Street
price w/ Multiple Offers by April 15! in Purcellville!

Curt Schaber

2 Realtor®

~ % Phone: 703-338-7300
J schabercurt@yahoo.com

Sam Fisher Marci Huber
Principal Broker, Realtor® Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261 % ' Phone: 803-920-0213
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com i { Jmarci.huber@outlook.com
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