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Chapman tells 21st St. tenants:
“Vacate for Vineyard Square’

BY VALERIE CURY

Developer Casey Chapman has given
his tenants two months’ notice to vacate
their businesses on 21st Street in down-
town Purcellville. To show the Coun-
ty that he is serious about starting the
Vineyard Square project, Chapman will
be cutting off utilities to the buildings
before his permits were to expire for the
third time on July 1. On April 7, 2022, the
General Assembly extended the COVID
legislation until July 2023.

However, it’s unclear whether he cur-
rently has financing for the project.

The project, which extends from 130 to
144 N. 21st Street in Historic Downtown
Purcellville, was approved by the previ-
ous Lazaro Town Council for a total of
171,000 square feet of mixed-use space.
The six-story plan currently includes
30,000 square feet of retail and 40 con-
dos.

Chapman has recently come before the
Planning Commission and Town Coun-
cil asking when the Town will extend O
Street to Hatcher. He needs O Street, a
dead-end, to be extended and widened
from 21st to Hatcher so Chapman can

Is Middleburg ready for
55 more acres and 126
affordable homes?

BY LAURA LONGLEY

At a time when Loudoun County is
taking its first tentative steps to ad-
dress the lack of affordable housing
for the County’s workforce, Middle-
burg, capital of the nation’s horse and
hunt country, has surprising news:
The Town is considering two offers
that would add 55 acres and as many
as 126 new housing units.

The news—and controversy—over
two annexation proposals introduced
at the Town’s April 19 Public Infor-
mation Session is traveling fast on
the Middleburg grapevine. The Town’s
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website (middleburgva.org/input) is
also recording citizen feedback.

One of the proposals comes from
the Windy Hill Foundation, which,
over its 40 years, has renovated and/or
constructed more than 300 affordable
units in Middleburg and nearby Mar-
shall and The Plains, as well as Sterling
and Brambleton. Many of Windy Hill’s
properties are federally subsidized and
can be rented only to families who fall
under a certain annual income.

According to the Windy Hill an-
nexation proposal, a 33-acre parcel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »
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dump all the traffic from the Vineyard
Square project onto Hatcher Street.

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser took
the O Street extension off the Town’s pri-
orities several years ago.

The Vineyard Square project was ap-
proved by the Lazaro Town Council even
though multi-family is not a permitted
use in the C-4 District. Neither the Town
Attorney nor the former Director of Plan-
ning and Zoning weighed in on this point
at the time.

With minimal work initially done —
three small sheds, considered a commu-
nity hazard, were torn down — the project
has sat dormant for over ten years. In his
determination to renew Vineyard Square
for the first time, the Planning Director
said the project had “commenced” and
was “diligently pursued.” He wrote that
the project could continue “as long as dil-
igent pursuit occurs.”

The second extension for the project
came in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In 2020, the Virginia General As-
sembly passed a bill which extended the
approval date of site plans. But the bill
didn’t take effect until March 1, 2021.
The COVID legislation was introduced by
Lynwood W. Lewis, Jr. (D-6) in bill 15.2-
2209.1:1.

The extension will keep site plans ac-
tive until July 1, 2022, “or such longer
period as may be agreed to by the local-
ity.” Any site plan that was valid on July
1, 2020, could become valid again on
March 1, 2021, even if it would have ex-
pired. This was the case with the Vineyard
Square project’s site plan and Certificates
of Design Approval, which expired on
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Feb. 16, 2021.

At the Purcellville Planning Commis-
sion meeting on Feb. 18, 2021, Town At-
torney Sally Hankins started the discus-
sion by giving an update on the Vineyard
Square project and its Certificates of De-
sign Approval.

Knowing the Vineyard Square project
was set to expire, Purcellville Mayor Kwasi
Fraser, Council Member Stan Milan, and
members of the Planning Commission
had been asking staff for an update on the
project, but they received no information
until the Feb. 18, 2021, meeting.

As Hankins explained in 2021, “A site
plan was approved for Vineyard Square in
February 2016 and would have been val-
id for five years. And, if you didn’t com-
mence construction within those five
years, it would have expired this week
[Feb. 16, 2021].

“The plan would become void and you
would have to recommence the pro-
cess,” she said. “The General Assembly
in 2020, at a Special Session, passed re-
medial legislation, to provide relief for
people because of COVID, and extended
by state law, the expiration dates of plans
that were valid as of July 1, 2020. And the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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With elderly parents and a brother with Multiple Sclerosis, please help me
support The National Multiple Sclerosis Society in finding a cure for MS &
Loudoun Hunger Relief by getting needed food to seniors.
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Memories of Mom
and Mother’s Day

BY ANDREA GAINES

The minute you ask people about
memories of mom or memories of
Mother’s Day, the floodgates open and
the stories come pouring out.

Moms are the portals, the pathways
to all kinds of family memories. Birth-
days, holidays, first jobs, old homes and
neighborhoods, graduations, old friend-
ships - the list goes on and on.

Mothers, after all, and dads, too craft
their families after their own original
families and their experiences. It is
no wonder that when we think
of moms we are reminded
and re-educated about the
things most precious to us.

Common themes

Many mom and Mother’s 4
Day memories relate to food, A\
not surprisingly. '

From people I spoke to for this
article, foods included mom’s famous
lasagna, the meatloaf we either refused
to eat of just loved, pasta dishes, fresh-
ly-grilled hamburgers and hotdogs, pies,
big meals such as Thanksgiving and, yes,
cakes — cakes, and cakes and more cakes.

Let yourself go back to the best of
family times by thinking about your
best memories of mom and her signa-
ture foods.

One person mentioned her mom’s
“Heart-Attack-Mac-‘n’-Cheese,” which
included five different kinds of cheese.
Ironically, the Mother’s Day tradition in

this household was not to dine in, but to
dine out.

Then there was this memory: mom’s
oatmeal Whoopie Pies — a giant oatmeal
cookie sandwiched with Whoopie Pie
filling. Then there were those edible
bird nests for Easter, made with melt-
ed caramel and pretzel sticks, and filled
with jelly beans.

Mom’s cakes rule

Ice box cake was one of my mom’s fa-
vorite things in the world.
We’d always make the cake
(whipped cream and Wa-
verly Wafers) for Mother’s

Day, and whatever we

didn’t eat that day was

our breakfast for the next

morning.

Mom made a pound

cake pretty much every day,

too. We enjoyed it ... just help-

ing ourselves to the continuous sup-
ply left on the kitchen table.

Lemon meringue pie was a big favor-
ite of my aunt Wanda’s. And, my uncle
Floyd would make lemon meringue tarts
every Christmas.

Another person shared with us her
Mother’s Day memories by recounting
her mom’s great talent for cake decorat-
ing.

This lady worked in the bakery section
of a grocery store, decorating their cakes
with great skill.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »

3¢ Its (Iced) Tea Time!

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Whew! You step out on the deck and
that first blast of hot, humid air hits you.
What wouldn’t you give for a long, cool
quaff of iced tea right now?

Sure, you can hustle over to the gro-
cery store and grab a jug of Arnold
Palmer Half & Half Tea and Lemon-
ade. Then cruise to the coffe/tea and
soft drink aisles to fill your basket
with pricey AriZona, Lipton Brisk,
Turkey Hill Lemon, Tazo Lemon Gin-
ger teas and, of course, Snapple.

But we have a better idea for
you. Save money, make tastier teas,
and learn a few tea tales as we begin

National Iced Tea Month in June by
stopping in Purcellville’s own Dominion
Tea.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth:

Brandon Park (Revisited)

BY TIM JON

It’s the same place, yet it’s a completely different
place; it’s a bit of the forest primeval,
and still, it’s a new beginning for swaths
of new trees. Really.

“So - has Tim Jon finally, completely
lost it?”

Well, I won’t answer that question,
but I will stand behind my first sen-
tence. See, I had to come back to an en-
ticing location because a local work project had done so
much to change it; I almost wouldn’t have recognized
Brandon Park after all the physical alterations over the
past few years. Anyone passing by the short section of
Harrison Street that bisects the recreation area would
have noticed a major public improvement project: they
shifted the stream-bed for Tuscarora Creek, removed
the old growth trees which stood along the existing
waterway, shored up the adjacent stream banks, and
planted a whole new forest of seedlings.

I’m probably omitting several other important facets
of the job, but the aforementioned were most notice-
able to yours truly.

It was a painful process watching the mature trees

TIM JON

disappearing—along with the old
stream-bed, but now that things
have settled down, I'm trying to
appreciate the changes in terms
of long-time improvements - for
the ensuing decades, if not cen-
turies. That’s the hopeful side of
me.

So the morning of my long-
anticipated return visit, I was re-
warded by the increased expanse of grassy walking ar-
eas- especially on the southwest side of Harrison. And
as I explored this new (to me) territory, I was able to
more fully appreciate the remaining stands of greenery
outside the boundaries of the local park. It struck me
that this - considering we’re within the Town limits and
all - represents old growth timber - virgin forests - or at
least fulfills that role in my imagination (unexplored
territory!).

And, yes, I noticed a growing sense of beatific calm
engendered by the gentle flow of the nearby stream,
the chirpy activity of the morning birds and a faint mist
(I at least thought I could see) rising against the darker
gloom under those more distant trees. These are the
things I leave my couch for; these things I find as valu-

able as the coveted commodities
of many others. I'm very happy
with the intangibles, thank you —
things that don’t come in a box.

And in this category, I will stip-
ulate that I well understand that
—according to the Leesburg Town
government, the ‘parkland’ lying
to the west of Harrison Street at
this site lies — technically - out-
side the boundaries of Brandon Park; to me, it’s all part
of the same public-use open space and I refer to both
sides of the street by the same name. The visible work
and its effects appear essentially synonymous both in
and outside the official boundaries. I consider it: one
Park, one project, one experience.

I understand the playground at the site underwent
improvements as well - now being more accessible for
those affected by mobility issues. The ‘Brandon’ side of
the street now features a new “Bat-Box” as well; you
should recall my reactions to these things after I made
their discovery in the southern section of Fox Ridge
Park along Catoctin Circle. I'm glad to say I’ve been a
“Bat-fan” nearly all my days.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »

— Ask Dr. Mike —

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

What is Phubbing and is it impacting your relationships?

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Do you often mindlessly scroll through
your Facebook page when visiting with
friends or family? How about checking
Instagram at the dinner table? Is watch-
ing YouTube, while in the company of
others, common practice for you? Does
TikTok captivate your at-
tention when you’re so-
cializing?

If you answered “yes”
to any of these questions,
you’re phubbing. Phub-
bing is a portmanteau of
phone and snubbing, and it
involves ignoring someone you’re with

Proudly featuring:

MARVIN

in favor of your phone or a device. The
term was coined by a group of Australian
marketing and language experts in 2012.

Just to be clear, all of us are guilty of
checking our phones from time to time
when around others, but phubbing is an
extreme behavior that negatively im-
pacts relationships. Those who phub
always have or hold their phones, check
their phones frequently when in the
presence of others, halfheartedly con-
nect with others in person as they’re
texting someone or engaging with social
media or the internet and rarely sepa-
rate from their phones.

Persistent phubbing is harmful to rela-

tionships in several ways. It diminishes
the quality of your communication with
others, it leads to an emotional discon-
nect with others, and it can make others
feel excluded, disrespected, unimport-
ant, rejected, and jealous.

One research study on phubbing re-
vealed that it can lead to problems with
intimacy and martial satisfaction. In an-
other study, 46 percent of participants
reported being phubbed by their partner,
and over 22 percent reported that phub-
bing had caused conflicts in their rela-
tionships.

Phubbing can also impact one’s men-
tal health over time. In the latter

T ot
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(540) 837-9351

10 South Greenway Avenue, Boyce * www.ottercreekmillwork.com >
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mentioned study, almost 37 percent of
participants reported feeling depressed
due to phubbing. Other research has
found that smartphone addiction, in-
ternet addiction, lack of self-control and
discipline and fear of missing out, are
the main predictors of phubbing.

And phubbing impacts everyone—
from grandparents to young children.
Disregarding others you’re with for a
phone or device has become common-
place for many people, and when the
behavior is bad enough, it sadly doesn’t
just harm relationships, it can shut down
important bonds and moments.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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BY CHARLES HOUSTON

I don’t think land use will change
much with the upcoming new zoning
ordinance that’s being written now. I
hope you can accept
life under Loudoun’s
existing zoning, which
has been harmful to rural Loudoun.

The zoning rewrite is based upon the
2019 General Plan, adopted after much
input from a group of “Stakeholders.” It’s
full of aspirational balderdash, like “The
County’s land development approach for
the Rural Policy Area is to limit residen-
tial development so that land will remain
available for the continued operation, ex-
pansion, and establishment of agricultural
and rural economy uses.”

The Stakeholders group was dominated
by business types and frankly, they won.

How would you interpret that itali-
cized statement from the General Plan?
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Santa Ain’'t Coming

Protecting true agriculture is great,
but the Plan seems to subordinate resi-
dences to rural economy uses, and “rural
economy” includes noxious operations
you would not want anywhere near you,
like feedlots.

The “rural economy” also includes
many questionable or vague things that
promoters can abuse, such as “agritain-
ment,” farm tourism, country inns, and
outdoor recreation establishments. That
last one would seem to allow a go-kart
track next door to your home.

I’'m on the Zoning Ordinance Commit-
tee, which is advising Planning staff on
the new zoning code and ZOC is now us-
ing a subcommittee structure as it final-
izes its zoning recommendations. While
this has been a very long process since
its gestation as the “Envision Loudoun”
public hearings in 2018, things seem
rushed now. Pity.

Ill be on the Uses subcommittee,
which will focus on what things can be
located where. Other subcommittees are
Zoning Districts, Development Stan-
dards and for some idealism, Attainable
Housing. Each committee could advo-
cate zoning provisions that would pro-
tect rural Loudoun, but there are obsta-
cles.

There are five members of each sub-
committee. Our Uses group includes a
conservationist, an architect, a planner,
a land-use attorney and me. There will
be comity, but we do have different per-
spectives. That’s a fundamental obstacle
for every subcommittee and could tilt
deliberations toward keeping the sta-
tus quo as a compromise. That would be
dreadful for rural Loudoun since current
zoning is drowning us with sprawl.

Shouldn’t residents of an area con-
trol what happens around them? Why

should I get a vote on land use issues in
eastern Loudoun? Why should people
elsewhere have a voice on what happens
here in the west? In the spirit of popu-
lism, I strongly object to giving business
advocates any voice at all. Sure, listen to
what expertise they may have, but they
should not participate in deliberations.
The county belongs to the people, not
LLCs and Inc.’s.

There isn’t one now, but there should
be another subcommittee that deals ho-
listically and comprehensively with the
Urban Planning Area, which is near Met-
ro and where urban development will be
encouraged. I've suggested this to the
powers-that-be, but I'm not optimistic.

ZOC started with great hopes but an-
other obstacle is that, ultimately, the
County planning staff controls the pro-
cess. Our planners are good folk, but

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

BY ADAM STEVENSON

The Virginia Department of Trans-
portation recently proposed im-
provements at the Rt. 7/287 inter-
change. The project scope “includes
lengthened and widened ramps and
expanded turn and through lanes
along Rt. 287 between Eastgate Drive
and the westbound
Rt. 7 entrance/exit
ramps.” It also in-
cludes “expanded pedestrian access
to the W&OD Trail and traffic signal
modifications.”

These proposed “improvements”
are a mixed bag. Expanded pedestri-
an access, if well-designed, would be
welcome in this area.

However, the widening of ramps
and turn lanes runs counter to con-
structive placemaking. What I mean
by that is that by making it easier
for cars to travel through the town
of Purcellville you, in effect, induce
demand for these roadways. The ef-
fect of this increase in demand, after
the roadways are widened and made
more convenient for increased use, is
that the stated goals of road widening
remain unfulfilled.

Our approach to cars, in the post-
war era at least, has been based on
an assumption that there is some
sort of magic percentage of land that
must be paved over to fit cars (both
when stationary and when moving)
and then we will somehow enter a car

OPINION

Induced Demand and the Rt. 7/287 Interchange

utopia where we can zip from point A
to point B without a care in the world.

In this “cartopia,” as it were, we
have our cake and eat it, too. We have
fun and vibrant communities, but we
can leave them and enter them with-
out a hint of traffic. Nothing seems
further away from our lived reality.
The truth is that there is likely not
some fixed amount of cars that will
traverse a certain area regardless of
road conditions.

We can induce (and reduce) demand
for cars by how we accommodate
cars. Folks will substitute person-
al car rides for bus rides, bike rides,
walks, and ride shares when conve-
nient. And these become relatively
more convenient when movement
by car starts to become relatively
less convenient. Cars, as necessary as
they are, have the potential to erode
places by slow but persistent changes
that widen roadways, expand parking
lots and hollow out the places we call
home-changing our “places to live”
to “places to leave” (preferably by
car).

The concept of induced demand
not only has an effect on the quali-
ty of life of our town, it has a general
effect on our localized efforts at min-
imizing carbon emissions to mitigate
rapid climate change.

Smart Growth America states it
succinctly and clearly: “Even if we
hit the most ambitious targets for

changing our cars and trucks over to
electric vehicles, we will fail to mean-
ingfully reduce emissions from trans-
portation without confronting this
simple fact: new roads always produce
new driving. This costly feedback loop
referred to as “induced demand” is
the invisible force short-circuiting
the never-ending attempts to elim-
inate congestion by building or ex-
panding roads.”

Instead of pouring money into wid-
er roads that won’t and can’t solve the
problem of congestion (as congestion
is simply a feature of heavily used
roadways when intensively used) we
should encourage our elected leaders
to enshrine the concept of induced de-
mand into any new traffic study.

This will ensure that any road
widening or creation will be fiscal-
ly and environmentally responsible
and responsive. This in turn will cre-
ate a virtuous cycle. As congestion is
treated as a complex problem (not a
simple and non-dynamic problem to
be quickly solved by newer and wider
roads), we will look to a wider array of
tools—concepts such as encouraging
active transportation, improving and
regularizing public transportation,
and shifting toward mixed-use devel-
opment patterns. And these tools are
integral to constructive placemak-
ing. While road-building necessarily
shrinks place, these other methods

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 »
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A Division of J.R. Snider, Ltd.

OH FRANKLIN I
THINK IT STANDS
FOR TREAT
DOES SPECIAL/

S50 DAISY,
DO YOU KNOW
WHAT TDS
STANDS FOR?

Great guess, but it stands for

“Total Dissolved Solids”

TDS is a measurement of the minerals that are dissolved
in your water.

The higher the TDS the more mineral content you have.
Calcium, sodium magnesium, iron are just a few.

This test allows us to determine the type of filtration,

if any, that maybe required. If you have a low TDS
sometimes we actually add a self sacrificial media that is
limestone or marble dust.

If you are interested in finding out the basic chemistry of
your drinking water please allow us to bring our test kit into
your home or business.

Our consultations and basic water analysis are friendly
and educational.

We can test your water on site and give an accurate TDS
reading as well as Ph, iron, hardness, manganese & sulfur.

As always we appreciate your business & will
continue to earn your trust in both our WaterCare &
Plumbing Divisions — Joey & Kristi
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ap Into A Healthier Life.
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Brandon Michon has my number
one vote in the May 21 primary

Dear Editor:

COVID opened the eyes of thousands
of parents around the U.S. to the sad
state of the American Public Education
System. School Board
meetings that used
to be snooze fests be-
came headline news.

Parents began organizing groups so
that their voices could be amplified, a
voice that has been all but silent in re-
cent decades.

I first saw Brandon Michon on televi-
sion last year while I still lived in Okla-
homa. He had said what many parents
across the country had been thinking
regarding their school boards during
COVID.

I remember thinking that this pas-
sionate father was speaking for so many
of us out in the country who were strug-
gling with children learning from home
over zoom and juggling our regular jobs
and the discovery that what our chil-
dren were learning was minimal at best
and damaging at worst.

We moved out to Loudoun County
late last year, and I started following the
10th Congressional District Republican
candidates. There are a lot of them, and
I believe most of them are outstanding
people with great intentions.

However, I was undecided as for
whom I would cast my number one vote
in the firehouse primary on May 21, un-

LETTER

til about a month ago. I was at a Moms
For Liberty meeting, and Brandon was
there to speak about his candidate plat-
form. Brandon believes the best way to
beat Jennifer Wexton and provide the
most assistance to families is to focus
on the three things that affect us all:
education, safety, and the economy.

Brandon has won my vote because he
has an actual plan to make education
better in this country. A plan to focus
on literacy and education remediation
is something many of us are concerned
about and don’t hear nearly enough. He
has won my vote that night because he
specifically discussed the need for fi-
nancial literacy programs to be taught
at younger ages. I’ll take teaching my
child about balancing a checkbook and
the difference between a debit and cred-
it card over gender ideology and social-
ist flavored propaganda.

Brandon appreciates what law en-
forcement, border patrol, and the mili-
tary do to keep us safe. In addition, his
background in finance from his time
in New York City makes him uniquely
qualified to understand the complexi-
ties of the economy.

Brandon has my number one vote be-
cause he has well-thought-out ideas on
how to improve government areas that
will make my everyday life easier.

Kathleen J. Anderson
Ashburn

Dear Editor:

When a taxpayer and long-term
resident of Loudoun County sends
a letter of concern to a County offi-
cial about a proposed development
in their neighbor-
hood, is it com-
mon practice for
that letter to be forwarded to the
developer’s consulting engineer? It
wouldn’t seem so, but this is what
we experienced.

Just up the hill from our farm, a
Public Notice invited comments to
be sent to the Director, Department
of Building and Development, re-
garding a preliminary subdivision
application by Carrington Build-
ers for 9 lots on 47.40 acres on the
west-facing slope of Short Hill
Mountain.

For the 20+ years we have lived
here, that property has been densely
planted with white pines and hard-
woods. It is home to abundant wild-

LETTER

Since when does a developer’s consulting
engineer speak for the County?

life. Black bears have been spotted
many times coming down from the
mountain; wild turkeys are every-
where, as are owls, hawks, eagles,
and even wood ducks.

The land has now been cleared
for driveways and wells have been
drilled. We predict many more trees
will be clear-cut if this project is al-
lowed to go forward. Short Hill Road
currently floods during heavy rains,
and the ruts and gullies can be ex-
tremely hazardous. VDOT already

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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Spring into action by making health screening
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Text or email to request your free quote today

NORTHSIDE POWER WASHING

(703) 341-9971 « northside.softwash@gmail.com
www.northsidepowerwashing.us
Licensed and insured

Youngkin joins Google to announce support for Computer Science Partnerships

Gov. Glenn Youngkin alongside Google
Vice President and Chief Internet Evan-
gelist Vint Cerf announced, in mid-April,
that Google has pledged to invest $300
million in Virginia
with a total economic
impact to the Com-
monwealth at approximately $8.8 billion.

In addition, Google announced a
$250,000 grant to Virginia’s computer sci-
ence advocacy and service provider, Code-
VA. CodeVA will partner together with
Google and other critical stakeholders to
develop a network of Computer Science
Lab Schools, provide computer science
professional development opportunities
for computer science teachers and expand
computer science resources for Virginia’s
students and workers looking to re-skill
for the knowledge economy.

GOVERNMENT

Google will also partner with our Vir-
ginia Community College System’s 23
colleges and our 5 Higher Education
Centers to provide a turnkey set of pro-
fessional certificates to help workers and
learners gain the most in-demand skills
and competencies.

“Google’s investment and partnership
announcement is a timely and exciting
development for the Commonwealth.
Code with Google and CodeVA will pre-
pare the next generation of Virginia’s
students for careers in computer science.

“As governor, I am committed to cre-
ating workforce development opportu-
nities, expanding our computer science
opportunities for Virginia’s students, and
reestablishing high expectations in edu-
cation. Now the general assembly must
act to move forward with lab schools to

We’re professional
lawn care experts.

lawn is the envy
of the neighbors.
You can spend
your time
admiring and
enjoying the
rewards.

Soil Testing

Grub Control

We’ll make sure your

Our process is simple:

maximize the potential of the partner-
ships announced today for the benefit of
Virginia’s students,” said Youngkin.

“I have lived in Virginia for more than
40 years and am thrilled to see Google
continue to grow and invest in the region,”
said Vint Cerf, VP and Chief Internet
Evangelist at Google. “We’re committed to
playing a positive role in the communities
we call home, and our latest partnerships
with CodeVA, VCCS, and the Department
of Education to help nurture the next gen-
eration of tech talent in Virginia are an-
other testament to that commitment.”

The Grow with Google Partner Program
provides free resources that communi-
ty organizations can use to teach digital
skills that can help people grow their ca-
reers and businesses. Partners receive, at
no cost, program materials, training and a

Fertlize & Micronutrient Treatments
Crabgrass & Broadleaf Weed Control Treatments

Get ready to enjoy your lawn. Call us at 703-436-8879
or contact us on our website at CallTurfsUp.com

dedicated support team. They work with
partners of all sizes from anywhere in the
United States.

With its data centers in Loudoun Coun-
ty and a growing office in Reston, Google
has over 480 employees across the Com-
monwealth working in critical functions
such as Google Cloud and the infrastruc-
ture that makes Google services like
Search fast and reliable for users around
the world. Since 2012, Google has donat-
ed more than $20 million to Virginia non-
profits.

In 2021, Google helped provide $8.84
billion of economic activity for Virginia
businesses, publishers, creators, devel-
opers and nonprofits. Learn more about
Google in Virginia at: g.co/economicim-
pact/virginia.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»

You have better things to do than to
become an expert in lawn care science.

703-436-8879
CallTurfsUp.com
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* . ¥ Hillsboro’s

* GAP STAGE

FREE— Lawn Opens at 6 p.m.
Local Beer, Wine, Food

The Dead Come Alive!

July 8  Born Cross-Eyed

High-Power brass
July15 Texas Chainsaw Horns

Red Hot BlLues
July22 Jon Spear Band

Afro-Funk BIG BAND
Juy29  Chopteeth

Next Generation Grass

Aug.5  Dunlap & Mabe

Soul Skirrin' Rock
Aug. 12 The Talton Brothers

A Touch of Class
Aug.19  Appalachian
Chamber Music Festival
The beatles! beat

Aug.26  Mostly Fab

Down-Home Roots

Sept.2 Hard Swimmin’ Fish
PRESENTED BY

- Y U @ .
). e M VOLKERT
B Archer Westorn

Sponsorships are still available: sponsorships@HillshoroPreservation.org
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of Loudoun will feature a virtual
series of free seminars for parents to
learn more about
GOVERNMENT mental health
wellness for youth

Loudoun County agencies, faith-

to mental health awareness and sub-
stance misuse prevention efforts.

During May — Mental Health Aware-
ness Month - the Prevention Alliance

and teens. PAL is a coalition of youth,

based organizations, other communi-
ty stakeholders and parents dedicated

The Loudoun County Depart-
ment of Mental Health, Substance
Abuse and Developmental Services;
Loudoun County Public Schools Stu-
dent Assistance Services; Loudoun
County Sheriff’s Office; and Virginia
Tobacco Control Program are key
member agencies of PAL organizing
this seminar series.

“Today’s youth and teens face a
variety of societal distractions and
peer pressures that can have signif-
icant impact on their overall mental

Educational seminars offered during
Mental Health Awareness Month

health and wellness,” said Loudoun
County Department of Mental Health,
Substance Abuse and Developmental
Services Director Margaret Graham.
“These workshops offer parents and
guardians the opportunity to learn
more about mental health wellness
for their children.”

Visit loudoun.gov/mhsadspreven-
tion for detailed information about
each event and to register. Events will
include:

e Current Drug Trends: Tuesday,

May 10,7 - 8 p.m.

¢ Internet Safety: Tuesday, May
17,7 -8 p.m.

¢ Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs): Tuesday, May 24,7 - 8
p.m.

« Talking to Your Teen About
Vaping: Tuesday, May 31,7 -8
p.m.

More information about PAL and
Loudoun County’s mental health
wellness programs may be found
at loudoun.gov/mhsadsprevention.

Gov.Youngkin signs the Virginia Literacy Act

Gov. Glenn Youngkin ceremonially
signed the biparti-
san Virginia Litera-
cy Act, on April 28,
sponsored by Delegate Carrie Coyner,
R-Hopewell, and Senate President

GOVERNMENT

i

pro tempore, Senator Louise Lucas,
D-Portsmouth, a bill which will em-
power parents and students with a
transformational focus on early child-
hood literacy.

The Virginia Literacy Act, HB 319

Lawn & Landscaping Experts
in Loudoun County

* ISA Certified Arborist
¢ Tree Trimming

e Tree Removal

e Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street ¢ Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogasté@aol.com

Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

540-338-5714

& SB 616, ensures that teachers are
trained in the science of reading, sup-
ported by science-driven professional
development, and requires school sys-
tems to provide all students with in-
struction, screening, and monitoring of
their early reading progress, with those
results shared with parents.

Working with parents, schools will
be required to create an individualized
reading plan for each student identi-
fied to have a reading deficiency. The
bill also requires that school systems
provide resources to support literacy
development at home.

“The most important thing we can
do, as parents, as educators, and as
a community, is ensure our children
learn to read, so that they can read to
learn. Today is a meaningful bipartisan
step forward to give our students the
tools they need to succeed not only in
the classroom, but in life,” said Youn-
gkin. “We have a real challenge on our
hands when it comes to childhood lit-
eracy. Over the last few years, Virginia
has seen a decrease in reading profi-
ciency and the pandemic has magni-
fied this challenge facing families, stu-
dents, and educators.”

“We have a reading crisis on our hands
as recently released data from the Pho-
nological Awareness Literacy Screening
(PALS) assessment, which identifies
students in grades K-2 who are at risk
for reading difficulties, reveals our chil-
dren’s reading peril. The data shows
that even before the pandemic too
many children in Virginia were failing
to reach reading benchmarks, and that
children of color, children with disabili-
ties, and children living in poverty were
disproportionately performing below

benchmark,” said Delegate Carrie Coy-
ner, patron of HB 319.

“Today we celebrate the Virginia Lit-
eracy Act being signed into law as it will
ensure all students receive the support
they need to become proficient readers
by third grade; parents receive infor-
mation to ensure their children receive
the instruction they need to become
proficient readers; and teachers have
access to professional development and
curriculum for scientifically based core
literacy instruction and to better identi-
fy and assist students with reading diffi-
culties. Our scientific based approach to
literacy with our youngest learners will
prepare all students for future scholas-
tic achievement in higher grades.”

“The Virginia Literacy Act is a
game-changing bipartisan effort cur-
rently stuck in neutral until the budget
passes,” said Secretary of Education
Aimee Guidera. “Implementing this
evidence-based legislation, including
deploying reading coaches to work
with our most-behind students and
their teachers, is critical to preparing
children to succeed across the Com-
monwealth. This transformational
work cannot start until the General As-
sembly delivers appropriate funding to
the Governor’s desk.”

Additionally, Youngkin added: “This
legislation aims to ensure above all
else that every student, no matter
their zip code, family income, or back-
ground, learns to read leveraging the
most effective, evidence-based meth-
ods. Early literacy is the foundation
for succeeding in school and in life. We
must do everything to provide our stu-
dents with every tool to achieve their
unique dreams.”
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We Love
Up-cycled/Recycled
Stuft!

You will love it too!

Made in France

™ IFRY

MEVER STOP

#zerowasteproducts
“Here at Eyetopia, Inc., we are forming
Made from Made m Budapest Upcycled Vinyl alliances around the globe with
US Military Tents people who create small batch,

remarkably made, responsible minded

products. Are you in?”
Paige Buscema
President, Eyetopia, Inc.

j, "'al Upcycled/Recycled Collections
| from eyewear to travel wear
4 we’re keeping it sustainable. S

BOHIBY ) CRHE]

s

Sustainability is one of the most important pillars of the brand.
ANDY WOLF has always shown responsibility: with local production, own bee colonies,
the ANDY WOLF family partners.

Every purchase of an ANDY WOLF frame will cultivate
and preserve one square meter of wildflower meadow

in Austria.
ANDY WOLF.

Eyvewear Handmade in Austria

E’jefvf‘/i, Ine.

[HE' EYEWEAR VAULI
223 Loudoun St. SE - East Village, Historic Leesburg, VA 703-443-6410
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Four members of LCSO
receive Virginia Sheriffs’
Institute Certification

Four members of the Loudoun Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office were recognized at
the Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute Certifi-
cation Program.

The VSI Certification Program recog-
nizes those Virginia sheriffs and depu-
ties who continue
individual  profes-
sional development
and a commitment to excellence, life-
long learning, and advancement of
public safety as a profession.

Recognized from the Loudoun
County Sheriff’s Office were Major
Easton McDonald, 1st Lieutenant Paul
Loconti, Sergeant Michael Safford, and
Detective Matthew Bucco.

Twenty-three members of the LCSO
have received the certification since
the inaugural class of the VSI Certi-
fication Program in 2018- the largest
number of recipients from any one
sheriff’s office in the Commonwealth
of Virginia.

GOVERNMENT

“The fact that more members of the
LCSO have been recognized through
the VSI Certification Program than any
other sheriff’s office in Virginia exem-
plifies the professionalism of the agen-
cy and our staff. It is also a testament
to our leadership’s expectation for
their professional service,” said Sheriff
Chapman.

Each recipient of the certificate met
specific requirements to include years
of service, education, hours of training
(career development), and professional
development, including instruction in
public safety training.

The VSI Certification Program was
developed by the Virginia Sheriffs’ In-
stitute in cooperation with the Virginia
Sheriffs’ Association, the Performance
Management Group at the L. Doug-
las Wilder School of Government and
Public Affairs at the Virginia Common-
wealth University, and the Virginia
Center for Policing Innovation.

Plan ahead and beat the summer heat with a
swimming pool retreat right in your own backyard!

ACCOUNTABILITY

SN,

R s/ BT

Loudoun Workforce
Resource Center offers
career workshops

During May — Older Americans
Month — the Loudoun Workforce Re-
source Center will feature special vir-
tual and in-person events at no cost
for adults aged 50 and up, who are
seeking job search and career devel-
opment support.

“Our celebration of Older Ameri-
cans Month will highlight services,
programs and op-
portunities avail-
able to individu-
als age 50 and older,” said Loudoun
County Workforce Program Manager
Shelly Rodriguez. “The workshops
cover a variety of community inter-
ests and needs, including topics such
as avoiding job scams and changing
careers.”

Some of the workshops will take
place at the center, which is located
at 705 E. Market St., Suite E, Lees-
burg; some workshops will be virtual.
Visit loudoun.gov/wrcworkshops for
detailed information about each

GOVERNMENT

event and how to register. Events will
include:

» How Volunteering Benefits Older
Adults: May 5, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
(On-site)

» How to Avoid Job Scams (Two
Sessions): May 9, 8 - 9 a.m.
(Virtual); May 26, 12 - 1 p.m.
(On-site)

e Older Workers & Smart Job
Search Strategies: May 10, 10
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (On-site)

« Changing Careers at Any
Age: May 12,10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
(Virtual)

e Senior Community Service
Employment Program: May 13,
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. (On-site)

» Workforce Data and Career
Trends for Mature Workers: May
19,12 - 1 p.m. (Virtual)

Additionally, representatives from

the following programs will be on-site
at the Loudoun Workforce Resource
CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»
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When you hire Rock Water Farm you're
hiring a team of experts who create
unique and useful outdoor living areas. It
all starts with a thoughtful design.

Installing a pool, functional landscape,
or hardscape can be a big decision.
That's why our team is ready to handle
every detail such as:

* Design * Materials selections
e Surveying e Budgeting

e Permitting * Construction

* Automation e And more...

Let us know when you are ready fto dive
in and create the outdoor living area your
family and back yard deserve.

rockwgterfarm

LANDSCAPES &

rockwaterfarm.com

b,

HARDSOCAPES

703-688-8770
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Gov. Youngkin donates

salary to the VALEPA HUNT COUNTRY

Usl FESTIVAL

Gov. Glenn Youngkin announced that
he will donate his first-quarter salary
to the Virginia Law Enforcement Assis-
tance Program, an organization dedi-

cated to helping law

GOVERNMENT enforcement officers

and first responders
who have undergone traumatic critical
incidents in the line of duty or in their
personal lives.

During his 2021 campaign, the Gover-
nor pledged to donate his gubernatorial
salary. Today, he announced the dona-
tion of $43,750 at VALEAP’s Post Critical
Incident Seminar in Harrisonburg, Va.

“I pledged to serve our Common-
wealth without accepting a salary be-

cause I want to continue giving back to
the Commonwealth and helping Virgin-
ians in every way I can,” said Youngkin,

“I have chosen to donate my salary
to the Virginia Law Enforcement Assis-
tance Program because of their import-
ant mission to assist law enforcement
personnel and first responders who have
undergone traumatic critical incidents.

“This reaffirms my ongoing commit-
ment to support our men and women
in law enforcement with mental health
resources, training, and equipment to
ensure that we are serving those that
protect our communities across the
Commonwealth.”

LC-CFRS Smoke Alarm
Program for residents has started

The Loudoun County Combined Fire
and Rescue System’s annual smoke
alarm program kicked off in April and
will continue to October in neighbor-
hoods across Loudoun County.

“During a house fire, you have an av-
erage of three minutes to escape your
home,” said Fire Chief Keith Johnson.
“Smoke alarms provide you precious

time to escape and re-

GOVERNMENT  duce the risk of dying

in a fire by half.”

As part of the annual smoke alarm pro-
gram, firefighters from stations across
Loudoun County are taking a hands-
on approach to fire safety by canvasing
neighborhoods one weekend a month
from April to October. First responders

will go door to door between 10 a.m. — 2
p.m. offering free smoke alarm assess-
ments and valuable information about
fire safety and home escape planning.

During the assessment, firefighters
will test existing smoke alarms, assist
with battery replacement, and replace
the smoke alarms at no cost if they are
not working properly or exceed the ten-
year recommended lifespan.

In addition to the scheduled smoke
alarm canvasses through October,
Loudoun residents can request a free
smoke alarm assessment at any time by
completing the online form at loudoun.
gov/smokealarms, or by calling the
smoke alarm program hotline at 703-
737-8093.

3-Day Music Extravaganza in
Middleburg & Upperville

MAT al- MAY

Tickets at eventbrite.com
huntcountrymusicfestival.org

QuinTango

; -*t-j|

Open Burning Ban takes effect

The Loudoun County Fire and Rescue
Fire Marshal’s Office reminds residents
and visitors that open burning is pro-
hibited in Loudoun County and the

incorporated Towns of
GOVERNMENT Hamilton, Hillsboro,
Leesburg, Lovettsville,
Middleburg, Purcellville, and Round
Hill, between May 1 and September 30.

These regulations prohibit open air

fires or open burning with the following

feet of any structure.

« Portable outdoor fireplaces and
chimineas are not considered
open burning but must be
used in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions and
shall not be operated within 15
feet of a structure or combustible
material. Single-family, attached
and detached, homes are exempt
from the distance mandate but are
strongly encouraged to follow this

with Brahms

Illinois Arts Duo

Free Events include:
Youth Music Competition Finals
Brass on the Grass
Street Performers
Walking Tours

considerations: NATIONAL 2
» Campfires, no larger than three feet fire safe practice. VIRGINIA /%) =
p & p e - Pusowmewt s ARTS

in diameter by two feet in height * On a year-round basis, open rTSTATA s Lty ——————
and used for cooking purposes, are burning (to include campfires) MIDDLEBURG . '
exempt from these prohibitions, is always prohibited in the town WLl Presented by Middleburg Concert Series
provided they are not within 50 CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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BOS adopts FY 2023 Budget

In early April, the Loudoun County
Board of Supervisors approved a bud-
get totaling approximately $3.5 billion
in total appropriations for the general
county government and school system
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023.
The adopted budget includes a real
property tax rate of
$0.89 cents per $100 in
assessed value for tax
year 2022, which is 9 cents lower than
the current tax rate. The adopted bud-
get also includes a personal property tax
rate of $4.15 per $100 in assessed value
in tax year 2023, which is 5 cents lower
than the current rate.
The FY 2023 adopted budget includes:
* Anincrease over FY 2022 of
approximately $53.7 million in
local tax funding to Loudoun
County Public Schools.

 $15 million in base budget
adjustments to continue
providing current services,
including increases in contracts
and ongoing maintenance
agreements, lease and utility
increases and inflationary
impacts.

« Anincrease of $19.1 million

for employee compensation,

GOVERNMENT

. generator

SUPERCENTER

©CHS NOVA 2022

which includes a 5 percent

merit increase for the general
workforce and a step increase

for public safety employees, as
well as funding for salary scale
adjustments and pay compression
adjustments.

« The addition of 196 positions in
21 different county departments
to open new facilities, maintain
or enhance current service
levels, support the county’s
Capital Improvement Program
and position the organization
to pursue the Board’s strategic
initiatives.

» Funding in an amount equivalent
to one-half cent of the real
property tax rate dedicated to
affordable housing programs
through a combination of
dedicated revenue and cash
proffers, which amounts to
approximately $6.2 million in FY
2023.

The FY 2023 adopted budget also in-
cludes funding for several Board of Su-
pervisors strategic initiatives, including
collective bargaining administration,
equity and inclusion, housing, oversight

o

; THEﬁTI\NDB—Y- POWER PEOPLE ®

FREE Whole Home
Surge Protector’

with a generator purchase from Generator Supercenter
of Virginia. *Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

of medical privacy laws, and the transi-
tion to a locally administered health de-
partment.

In addition, the adopted budget in-
cludes Loudoun County’s operating
and capital subsidy payments to the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority in advance of the anticipated
start of Metrorail’s Silver Line revenue
service in Loudoun County.

Capital Improvement Program

The Board also adopted the FY 2023-
2028 Capital Improvement Program that
totals approximately $3 billion for the
six-year planning period and includes
county and school projects. The catego-
ry with the largest expenditure percent-
age is general government projects at
37 percent, followed by transportation
projects at 36 percent and school proj-
ects at 27 percent.

The adopted CIP incorporates near-
ly all of the projects included in the
Loudoun County School Board’s adopt-
ed capital plan and includes the accel-
eration of a new high school (HS-14) as
well as additions and improvements to
Park View and William Obediah Robey
high schools.

New county government projects

include a focus on advancing the Lin-
ear Parks and Trails Signature project,
expanding general government office
space, and other smaller projects such as
installation of charging stations for elec-
tric vehicles at county facilities.

The CIP also calls for increased fund-
ing to the Intersection Improvement
Program and the Sidewalks and Trails
Program and includes funding for safety
improvements to Evergreen Mills Road.

Fiscal Year 2023

The FY 2023 budget will go into effect
July 1, 2022. The real property tax rate
of $0.89 per $100 assessed value and the
personal property tax rate of $4.20 per
$100 of assessed value are effective as
of Jan. 1 and will be used for the spring
tax collection. The personal property tax
rate of $4.15 per $100 assessed value is
planned to be effective as of Jan. 1, 2023
and will be used for tax year 2023 collec-
tions.

With an increase in real property as-
sessments for tax year 2022, the average
homeowner in Loudoun County can ex-
pect a real property tax bill increase of
about $225 in tax year 2022.

The complete adopted budget doc-
ument will be posted on the county’s
website in the coming weeks. More in-
formation about the budget process is
online at loudoun.gov/budget.

Generators 5
In Stock!

GENERAC

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!

Generator Supercenter of Virginia
www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage - whether you're home or away. Whether it's for a few hours
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That's why they call us the Standby Power People.
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Road Closures scheduled
for Loudoun Courthouse

Construction

Loudoun County is scheduled to con-
tinue utility work as part of the Loudoun
County Courts Com-
plex Expansion proj-
ect, which will lead to
overnight traffic detours for about two
weeks, which began May 1.

Weather permitting, the construction
will take place in the evenings from 9
p.m. until 7 a.m., Sunday through Fri-
day. This construction will require sev-
eral roads to be closed, including:

» Edwards Ferry Road from Harrison

Street NE to King Street.

e Church Street from Edwards
Ferry Road and Market Street to
Cornwall Street.

» Market Street from Harrison
Street SE to King Street.

Traffic will be detoured around the
construction. Road closure barriers,
construction signs and detour signs
will be setup prior to the work com-
mencing each night and will be taken

GOVERNMENT

down the following morning. Access
will be maintained to businesses at 114
and 116 Edwards Ferry Road in Colo-
nial Square.

Drivers and pedestrians should use
extra caution when traveling through
this area and follow all directions from
the posted signs and road crews.

Visitors to the Loudoun County
Courthouse continue to have access
to the existing building. Free parking
is available in the Pennington Lot and
Pennington Garage, which is located
off Church Street, approximately two
blocks from the courthouse. For more
information about planning your trip
to the courthouse, visit loudoun.gov/
courthouse.

For more information about the new
courthouse construction project, in-
cluding a map of the planned detours,
and to sign up for email and text up-
dates on the project, visit loudoun.gov/
courts-expansion.

Several E. Coli cases associated
with petting goats

The Loudoun County Health De-
partment is notifying the public of
the exposure to a specific type of bac-
terium, called Shiga Toxin Producing
E. coli, by several people who came
in contact with goats at Georges Mill
Farm in Lovetts-
ville between
March 6 and April
20. Several individuals experienced
diarrhea and other symptoms of ill-
ness. The bacterium was isolated and
identified by the Virginia Division of
Consolidated Laboratory Services.

Coming into direct contact with
animals, particularly livestock, pres-
ents arisk for illnesses. People should
remember that, while animal inter-
actions can be fun and education-
al, it’s always important to practice
healthy habits around pets and other
animals, such as washing your hands
after being in contact with animals.
The Loudoun County Health Depart-
ment is communicating directly with
those who are known to have come
in contact with goats at Georges Mill
Farm. Anyone who had contact with
these goats during this time frame

COMMUNITY

and has not yet communicated with
the Health Department should:

* Monitor for illness and seek

medical attention if you become
ill. Let your healthcare provider
know of your possible exposure
to assist in your diagnosis and
treatment.

» Report your exposure to

the Loudoun County Health
Department by completing
this short survey.

The staff at the farm have assisted
the Health Department in identifying
who may be at risk of illness and by
helping to prevent future infections.
There is no evidence of ongoing risk
to visitors at Georges Mill Farm.

E. Coli Symptoms

Symptoms of E. coli illness usually
start two to four days after exposure,
but can occur as late as 12 hours later,
or as long as 10 days after exposure.
Symptoms of STEC may include:

« Diarrhea with stomach cramps
* Blood may also be present in the
stool

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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Rt. 15: The rubber hits the road May 11

BY LAURA LONGLEY

On May 11, the Loudoun County
Board of Supervisors is set to begin de-
liberations on the future of Rt. 15 from
Montresor Road and around the Village
of Lucketts to Point of Rocks Bridge.

The formal language on the Board’s
agenda is: “To amend the Loudoun
County 2019 Countywide Transporta-
tion Plan (2019 CTP) by changing the
planned ultimate condition of US Route
15, between Montresor Road and the

Maryland state line,

GOVERNMENT to accommodate
Concept B - Capaci-

ty and Safety Improvements, which the
Board of Supervisors (Board) endorsed
(6-2-1: Buffington and Higgins op-
posed; Buona absent) on July 18, 2019.”

Members of the public may sign up
now to speak and deliver their com-
ments, in person at the County govern-
ment building in Leesburg or remotely.
Speakers are typically given at least two
minutes to deliver their comments.

At stake is the future of the still rural
northeast area of Loudoun known as
“Lost Corner.” This Board meeting will

be the first time the body has taken up
the controversial project to widen and
introduce safety improvements on this
rural road since it was referred to the
Planning Commission last year.

Will Lost Corner will be lost forev-
er? Many people who live in Loudoun
believe Rt. 15 has become a de facto
outer beltway for the Washington Met-
ro region, used primarily by Maryland
commuters. Those residents also are
concerned that Loudoun taxpayers
alone would bear the burden of a $300
million-plus project they see as un-
necessary. Farmers and rural economy
businesses along this stretch of Rt. 15
have made the case that the project as
presented is overblown, that what is
needed are safety improvements such
as widened shoulders, roundabouts, and
traffic calming measures to facilitate
smoother—and slower—traffic flow.

Meanwhile, residents of relatively
new housing developments on Rt. 15
have lobbied for widening.

The proposal has been under consid-
eration by the Planning Commission for
months as its members have debated

the pros and cons of the project and re-
quested additional information and re-
visions from County staff. The Commis-
sioners voted on March 11 to forward
(5-4: Combs, Kirchner, Merrithew, and
Vance opposed), the Comprehensive
Plan Amendment to the Board with a
recommendation to approve the CPAM.
They added the following comments
and recommendations for the Supervi-
sors to consider:

The Planning Commission supports
the Village of Lucketts bypass but does
not include endorsement of a specific
alignment; it recommends that safety
improvements be prioritized if the ul-
timate project is phased and requests
that the Board act on safety improve-
ments within 24 months; and the Plan-
ning Commission recommends that
the Board commission a study to better
understand the economic impacts of
proposed improvements on local busi-
nesses and farms.

County staff is recommending that
the Board approve the Comprehen-
sive Plan Amendment as presented.
The staff also will recommend that the

Board endorse future improvements
and respond to several concerns, in-
cluding prioritizing an eastern bypass
alignment around the Village of Luck-
etts, demonstrating consistency with
the Heritage Resource Policies of the
2019 Countywide Transportation Plan
and design principles and practices of
The Journey Through Hallowed Ground
National Heritage Area Corridor Man-
agement Plan; consulting with the
County Archaeologist prior to approval
of construction plans regarding historic
resources; and avoiding direct impacts,
such as acquisition of land or interest in
land, to any parcel that is enrolled with
an Agricultural and Forrestal District.

The staff closes: “The CPAM is ready
for Board action.”

For the public, the question is wheth-
er they believe the Board should take
action to expand Rt. 15 into a regional
transportation corridor or implement
safety improvements, roundabouts,
and traffic calming to retain the rural
character and agricultural economy of
Loudoun’s Lost Corner.

Tenth Annual

JoinUs atthe
10" Annual @ Final
Sadie's Race bK
Kids Fun Run

Raising money for

Sunday, May 29, 2022
8am Kids Fun Run = 8:30am 5K

Purcellville Train Station
200 N 21st Street, Purcellville

éSmileTroin

e

Register for Sadie’s Race at active.com or help us
reach our goal by donating at sadiesmile.org.
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DTC adds new merchants

Dulles Town Center, located in Ster-
ling, has added five new retailers, in-
cluding Yummy Shawarma, a new food
court addition; | Foot Spa, a brand-new
massage concept; Spin Zone, a chil-
dren’s entertainment offering; Can-
nabreeze, a wellness addition; and Aub-
Scents, a new pop-up
retailer testing its first
ever storefront.

The center’s pop-up program has be-
come a coveted offering at Dulles Town
Center, giving local small business en-
trepreneurs the opportunity to try out
a physical storefront for a low-risk, af-
fordable engagement.

“Our leasing team has carefully cu-
rated the new businesses we are an-
nouncing today, selecting those that
we believe will best meet the wants
and needs of our valued shoppers,” says
Bryan Touchstone, Senior General Man-
ager of Dulles Town Center. “With the
diverse lineup of merchants in today’s
announcement, we’re excited to be able
to highlight the popularity of the ‘shop
local’ movement as well as the strength
of our pop-up program at Dulles Town
Center that allows new business owners
to have a presence in the mall and an
opportunity to showcase their products
and services.”

New Merchants include:

¢ Yummy Shawarma: Bringing a

new international taste to Dulles
Town Center, Yummy Shawarma
will offer Middle Eastern cuisine,
including falafels, hummus, steak
and chicken platters, and pitas.
Expected to open in Q2 2022,
Yummy Shawarma will be located in
the food court next to Chick-fil-A.

¢ J Foot Spa: Dulles Town Center

guests will enjoy treatments
available at ] Foot Spa, a brand-
new massage concept including
full-body massages, foot massages,
and facials. Expected to open this

BUSINESS

summer, the 1,400-square-foot

] Foot Spa will be located on the
lower level near Macy’s. For more
information, visit http://jfootspa.
com.

¢ Spin Zone: With bumper cars
sized just right for kids and their
families, Spin Zone offers the kind
of fun-filled family entertainment
that builds lasting memories. The
new 4,360-square-foot Spin Zone,
expected to open in June 2022, will
be located on the lower level near
Hollister.

+ Cannabreeze: Sharing the
potential benefits of hemp,
Cannabreeze offers a full line of
CBD-infused skincare products,
oils, creams, lotions, lip balms,
bath bombs, tinctures, edibles, and
pet products. Cannabreeze, open
now, operates from a kiosk on the
lower level in the Macy’s wing,
outside Francesca’s. To learn more,
visit https://cannabreezehemp.com.

¢ AubScents: A local woman owned
business, AubScents offers its
own line of handmade soaps, bath
bombs and body scrubs. Opening
in May, AubScents will occupy a
1,500-square-foot storefront at
Dulles Town Center through the
end of August; the store is located
on the lower level near Center
Court. For more information,
visit https://aubscents.com.

Other retailers added in recent
months at Dulles Town Center include:
Handmade by LMAC, a collaborative re-
tail store featuring local Loudoun Coun-
ty makers, artists and crafters; Pressy, a
one-stop-shop for custom embroidery
designs, t-shirt and team uniform print-
ing, monogramming and heat transfer;
Socks To Be You, a unique purveyor of
all-things-socks; massage studio Relax-
ing Work; and an optometry office, EYE-
DOCDULLES.

- MayT, 2022 2PM

Ganeral Adnissi

Forestry Mulching
Brush Control

Virginia Executive Mansion tour is
Historic Garden Week grand finale

Gov. Glenn Youngkin invited Virgin-
ians for a walk-through of the Executive
Mansion during Historic Garden Week.
The Executive Mansion and its historic

Charles Gillette gar-
COMMUNITY den was among

the many

outstanding gardens to be

open across the Common-

wealth.

“I hope Virginians were
able to take advantage of

this opportunity to visit and enjoy Gar-
den Week,” said Youngkin. “The Execu-
tive Mansion and Charles
Gillette garden are true

historic treasures.”

A

built for that purpose.

The Virginia Ex-
ecutive Mansion,
.'- built in 1813, is the
oldest continuous-

4 . ,
ly occupied Governor’s
‘ home in the United States

Land Management LLC
703-231-7252

ProMulchLandManagement.com
PROMULCH®@gmail.com
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Remembering Henry Garnett Plaster

Henry Garnett Plaster, Jr., 93, of Blue-
mont, Virginia, passed away peacefully
on March 21, 2022. He was born July 26,
1928, to Henry Garnett Plas-
ter, Sr. and Jerusha Lohman
Plaster in Washington, DC.

After graduating from St.
Albans School in 1946, he
went on to receive a B.S. in LR
Physics at Duke University [&%&a®
in 1950, and was part of the
NROTC program. He received
a master’s degree in Engi-
neering Administration from
The George Washington University in
1961.

Following his graduation from col-

lege, he began active duty in the United
States Navy. He served in the Korean
War and received a battle star in 1953.
He resigned his commis-
sion in June 1953 and sub-
sequently retired as a Lieu-
tenant, USNR.

Plaster was hired by the
Central Intelligence Agency
in 1954 and while his work at
the agency was classified, he
played a major role in a va-
riety of CIA efforts including
the CORONA and HEXAGON
satellite programs. After serving his
country for more than 43 years at the
CIA, he retired in 1993 as the Cold War

STONE HOUSE

¢ Tree Removal

¢ Trimming/Pruning

o Stump Grinding

¢ Bucket Truck Service
e Lot Clearing

¢ Firewood

MILLING TO
YOUR SPECIFICATION
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( Home of the Shenandoah Craftsman
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 Vinyl

+» Hardwood

% Ceramic Tile
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28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA
StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com
StoneHouseFloors.com

NEED CASH?

Turn your old boxes of sports cards, /
Pokémon cards and memorabilia into CA$H! '
Call 703-554-4548 to set up an appointment

* No auction fees!
» Friendly staff

ended. He was awarded the Intelligence
Medal of Merit in 1971, and the CIA Ca-
reer Intelligence Medal.

After his retirement he left Bethesda,
Maryland and moved to his family farm
Glenmeade in Bluemont. Henry and his
wife Anne became very involved in their
local community. He was the longtime
Chairman of the Snickersville Turnpike
Association and a very active mem-
ber of the Bluemont Citizens Associa-
tion. He was also involved in preserving
local Civil War history.

He was predeceased by his parents,
his wife Anne Austin Plaster and his
daughter Elizabeth Plaster, and is sur-
vived by Henry (Christi) Plaster III, Wil-

liam (Amy) Plaster, Anne Plaster (Jeff)
Schroeder, and four grandchildren
George Plaster, Elie Plaster, Henry Plas-
ter IV, and Austin Plaster.

The funeral service was held on
April 2, at Bluemont United Methodist
Church, 33843 Snickersville Turnpike,
Bluemont, Virginia. He is buried in his
family plot at the historic Ebenezer
Cemetery near Bluemont.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to Bluemont Heritage (www.
bluemontheritage.org), or to the Snick-
ersville Turnpike Association, P.O. Box
452, Philomont, VA 20131. Arrange-
ments were made by Hall Funeral Home
of Purcellville, Virginia.

+ Additions b owned with x
o + Decks and porches * \ g
¢ WaterprOOf + Remodeled kitchens and baths = fF% 30 ytear:‘ of
. + Replacement windows el r;;lcl.lon
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You dream it,
we’ll build it.

4+ New homes
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% Veteran
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* %

35072 Newlin Court, Middleburg
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e
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TUNE UP AND
PRUNE UP

Be ready to go when
your grass is ready to grow

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

Bice Services LLC
(410) 707-9978

biceserviceslic@gmail.com

20 Years of Mechanical Experience ¢ Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned ¢ Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

Thoughtfull
Designed
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& Countertops
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Hardware...
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KITCHEN DESIGN
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It’s Mulch Time.
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Hardwood Mulch

+ Leaf Mulch )

* Dyed Black Mulch .
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* Topsoil i
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Stone, Flagstone,
Garden Path Stone,

Pea Gravel, Riverjack
& Much More

Loudoun County Milling Company
Rt 7 Bypass @ Hamilton Exit

940-338-7161

www.LoudounMillingFeeds.com

(g PIANO LESSONS
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Alan Ogden
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ogdenmusic.org
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Remembering Alexander “Alec” Dunne Walsh

Alexander Dunne Walsh was born on Sept. 27,
1943 and passed away on March 27, 2022.

Known to everyone as Alec — he was born to
James and Betty Walsh — and raised on the family
farm, Berkeley, in Bluemont, Virginia.

Walsh developed a love for western Loudoun
County, where family roots reached back to the
early 1900’s. Riding a school bus 16 miles daily
to attend Loudoun County High School in Lees-
burg, he graduated in 1961 and then left Loudoun
to attend Virgina Tech. He graduated in 1965, and

he eventually opened his own com-

pany, Walsh and Associates, and be-
came one of the most successful real
estate agents in Loudoun County.

An avid golfer, Walsh golfed for
many years at the Loudoun Golf
and Country Club in Purcellville,
and served as President from 1996
to 1999.

Walsh also volunteered in sup-
porting local youth sports, and

(Steve), Timmy Walsh (Diane) and
Pat Walsh, and his nieces and neph-
ews Laura Walsh, Jennifer Glor, Ken
Walsh and R] Walsh, and great niece
Charlotte Walsh and great nephew
Brock Walsh.

Alec touched many lives, and
leaves behind countless friends and
colleagues who will be telling tales
about him for many years yet to
come.

May 2022

Anyone wishing to make a donation in Alec’s
memory may do so by making a memorial contri-
bution to Ebenezer Cemetery Inc., P.O. Box 174,
Purcellville, Virginia 20134.

served as President of Ebenezer Cemetary in Blue-
mont.

Left to perpetuate his memory are his four sib-
lings, Jerry Walsh (Nancy), Mary Liz McCauley

became a lifelong Hokie sports fan.

After college he taught in Prince William Coun-
ty, Virginia before switching careers to become a
real estate agent. With a keen sense for business,
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Remembering Evelyn L. Jenkins

Evelyn L. Jenkins passed away peace-
fully at her home in Purcellville, with her
family by her side on April 13, 2022. Eve-
lyn was 77 years old. She is the daughter of
the late Willard and Lillian Stringer.

Evelyn grew up in Great Falls, Virginia
and went to Herndon High School.

She is survived by her loving husband,
Roland, of over 60 years. She has three
daughters: Michele Jenkins of Richmond,
Karen (Keith) Lawson of Lovettsville and
Cheryl Jenkins of Purcellville. She is sur-
vived by her brother, Gene Stringer (Dee)

of Sterling, and her sister Joyce (Mike)
Koppe of Chester, and her brother-in-law
Marvin Jenkins (Sally) of Rapidan, Virgin-
ia. Evelyn has four grandchildren: Naki-
sha, Nicholas, Jacob, and Lauren and four
great-grandchildren.

Evelyn worked for Loudoun County
Public Schools as a Special Ed bus driver
for 35 years. She loved spending time with
friends and co-workers. She cared about
others and was happy to help anyone in
need.

The family hosted visitors on April 18,

2022, at Hall Funeral Home at 140 S. Nurs-
ery Avenue, Purcellville, Virginia 20132,
followed by funeral service at noon. In-
terment was at Ketoctin Church Cemetery
16595 Ketoctin Church Road, Purcellville,
Va.

This is the link to the funeral homes web
page https://www.hallfh.com/obituaries/
Evelyn-Louise-Jenkins?obld=24574080#/
obituaryInfo.

Donations may be made to the Capital
Caring Health at 24419 Millstream Drive,
Aldie, Va. 20105.

LCAS Hosts Free Adoption Event May 7

On Saturday, May 7, Loudoun County
Animal Services will host a “Homeward
Bound” free pet adoption event from 12
p.m. to 6 p.m. Adop-
tion fees will be waived
on all available cats,
kittens, dogs, puppies, small pets and
reptiles during the event, which will
take place at the Loudoun County An-
imal Shelter, 42225 Adoption Dr., Lees-
burg. (Please note: Kincaid Boulevard is

COMMUNITY

closed from the direction of Battlefield
Parkway. You must use Crosstrail Bou-
levard to access the facility.)
“Nationwide, shelters are seeing in-
creased intakes of animals, and longer
lengths of stay. While we have been for-
tunate to maintain a high adoption rate
here at Loudoun, these events are cru-
cial in helping our local pets find loving
forever homes, while also supporting
our partner shelters in rural communi-

ties,” says Loudoun County Animal Ser-
vices Director Nina Stively.

In an effort to help as many pets as
possible to be adopted, LCAS will be re-
ceiving up to twenty dogs and cats from
overcrowded shelters in the region and
they will all be up for adoption in addition
to the animals already being cared for in
the Loudoun County Animal Shelter.

All dogs and cats adopted from LCAS
are spayed or neutered, have age-ap-

propriate vaccinations and receive a
microchip registered to their adopter.
The shelter frequently has many pets
available for adoption, including ham-
sters, guinea pigs, reptiles, rabbits, oth-
er small pets and livestock. Potential
adopters can view available pets online
at loudoun.gov/animals. The standard
adoption screening process will apply
during the Homeward Bound event and
most adoptions can be completed on
the same day.

For more information about LCAS,
visit loudoun.gov/animals.

€T SUPPLIES PI.I.IS'

Mints the hassle.

Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr. | 540.299.7959 | Mon-Sat: 9-9  Sun: 10-6
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BY ANDREA GAINES

This year’s Virginia Garden Week went
from Saturday, April 23 to Saturday, April
30, for eight days of sun, flowers, history,
glory, and spending.

Within an easy driving distance of here
were spots in Fairfax
County, including one
certified as an Audu-
bon Wildlife Sanctuary, and others with
great appeal to Civil War buffs. There
were also popular spots locally in Old
Town Alexandria, Winchester, and Lees-
burg.

Favorite areas such as Williamsburg,
Richmond, Petersburg, Virginia Beach,
Norfolk, Lynchburg, the Eastern Shore
and Roanoke also showed their magnif-
icent colors and appeal.

Then there are the dozens upon doz-
ens upon dozens of floral arrangements
on display — 1,000 some in all. 2022 fea-
tured nearly 30 unique tours statewide.

COMMUNITY

An economic powerhouse

Virginia Garden Week hosts tens of
thousands of eager visitors and travelers
every year.

— GARDEN WEEK 2022 —

Barrenwort and other tall tales

For that reason, no article on Virginia
Garden Week would be complete without
a word about the incredible economic
impact of this event.

In 2019 statistics show that Garden
Week visitors spent nearly $4 million -
dining, shopping, and sometimes over-
nighting to their heart’s content.

At an average of $120,000 annually,
the household incomes of these visitors
make them among the most coveted
consumers around. More than one-third
of them visit spots in their local commu-
nities as well as other spots in the state,
spreading the wealth around.

About 25 percent of Virginia Garden
Week folks stay overnight, and, histor-
ically, they spend an average of over
$1,000 per trip.

Figures from 2019 recorded a total of
over 25,000 visitors.

And, importantly, since the 1920s,
preservation of Virginia’s historic prop-
erties and landscapes has been the focus
of the event, its visitors, and the monies
generated.

Trees planted by Thomas Jefferson at
Monticello grow and thrill thanks to Gar-

den Week’s extraordinary conservation
and preservation ethic.

Memories of garden weeks past

I have been to many, many garden
weeks over the years, focusing on the ex-
quisite properties on display right here in
Loudoun and surrounding counties.

The most thrilling tours were the first
ones, when you got to stroll the grounds
or walk the rooms of properties and
homes you had come to know simply by
driving by.

What always struck me was how famil-
iar they all were. These places you had
no real connection to.

Maybe that is because my mother was
a great gardener, and because I have al-
ways been attracted to old homes. Gar-
dens and old houses were the perfect fit
in my eyes. And, gardeners have a con-
nection, too.

Barrenwort

One friend of mine who has served as
a Garden Week docent for many years
told a story of trying in vain to grow
a particular plant called Barrenwort.

THROUGH A WINE GLASS

May 25th 7pm« $125 ¢ All Inclusive

tuskies.com « 703 771 9300
203 Harrison Street Leesburg, VA 20175

As described by one website (gardening-
knowhow.com), “Barrenwort (Epimedi-
um) is a wonderful perennial garden cov-
er which will stay put, thrive in dry shade,
and contribute handsome heart-shaped
foliage to a garden bed.”

This is what every gardener seeks. An
easy perennial plant that grows well in
shady spots. One year during Garden
Week, this friend, working as a docent at
the time, was approached by the owner
of a house on tour who showed her how
“barrenwort” was done.

The docent had purchased a single
plant some time ago, but had never been
able to cultivate it successfully, nurtur-
ing a two-inch-by-two-inch plant for
many years.

The owner of the Leesburg home on
the Garden Tour bought her to a spot
in her garden that boosted a plush
patch of 100 or more thriving Barren-
wort plants.

With renewed hope, my friend went
back to her two-inch-by-two-inch patch,
determined to make it work.

It is little Garden Week moments like
this that make the event so special.
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BROOKE
T/YLOR

FOR CONGRESS

Dr. Brooke Taylor

e Mom. Educator. Nuclear Security
Expert

e Earned Masters and Doctoral
degrees from Regent University

e Taught at Regent University and
Liberty University

e Defense sub-contractor for USAF

e Managed Congressional Nuclear
Security Working Group

e Congressional Nuclear Security
Fellow

Brooke entered the race for the Commonwealth’s 10-Congressional District on February 3"

The issues of economy, safety, and education are concerns for VA-10. Brooke is the only
GOP candidate with federal government experience in each of these areas.

VA-10 is a majority maker seat for House Republicans at midterms.

The Republican nominee must be the candidate that moderate Democrats will identify with
in November.
It will take a woman to beat Jennifer Wexton.

www.brookeforcongress.com



BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

May 2022

COMMUNITY

Leesburg Police announce

dates for camps

The Leesburg Police Department is offering

2022 summer camps. Residents of the Town of
Leesburg are given first consideration for each
camp.

Junior Police Camp: June 27 - July 1, (Applica-
tion due date: May 27)

 This camp (for students who have
completed 6th grade but
have not yet entered 9th
grade) provides youth with
law enforcement education for future
outstanding citizen, focusing on team
building, leadership, conflict resolution,
character education and physical fitness.
Printable application and additional
information: https://www.leesburgva.gov/
departments/police/about-the-1pd/junior-
police-camp

Camp Independence: July 11 - 15,

» The purpose of Camp Independence is to
include high school students (ages 14-17)
who have disabilities in an adapted camp
environment where they will be exposed
to activities that teach them how to
successfully live an independent life.
There is no application for Camp
Independence. Camp Independence
participants are selected by the Leesburg
Police Department in partnership with

Loudoun County Public Schools.

Kidsmart Safety Camp: July 18 — 22, (Applica-
tion due date: June 10)
 This camp (for ages 6-10) focuses on a

specific safety topic each day. These topics
will include animal/wildlife safety, fire
safety, firearm safety, personal safety, and
bicycle safety.

Printable application and additional
information: https://www.leesburgva.
gov/departments/police/about-the-1pd/
kidsmart-safety-camp

Virginia Rules Themed Camp: July 25 - 29,
(Application due date: June 10)
 This camp is a law-themed summer day-

camp experience for youth (ages 14-17)
hosted by Virginia law enforcement
agencies. LPD’s Virginia Rules themed
camp will offer young people a fun, healthy
way to spend a summer week, interactive
instruction on Virginia law, lessons on
personal responsibility and civic duty,

and the opportunity to build positive
relationships with law enforcement officers
that serve their communities.

Printable application and additional
information: https://www.leesburgva.gov/
departments/police/about-the-1pd/virginia-
rules-camp

Loudoun wine lovers rejoice!

We have good news for every-
one who loves great wine:

Maggie Malick Wine Caves is
up, running, and, undoubtedly, its
wines will keep winning one gold
medal after another.

When word got out earlier this
year that Mark and Maggie Malick
had sold their 215-acre property
on Harpers Ferry Road, devoted
patrons  were
anxious about
the winery’s fu-
ture. They had no need to worry.

Mark Malick, considered the
region’s expert real estate agent
in the buying and selling of vine-
yards and wineries, facilitated a
win-win-win: for the buyers, the
Malicks, and their legion of cus-
tomers. Given his deep knowl-
edge of the grape growing and
winemaking business, he was
able to explain its complexities
to the buyers. The buyers, unfa-
miliar with the business, decided
it was in everyone’s best interest
for Maggie and Mark to retain the
winery operation.

Ultimately, the buyers acquired
the Malicks’ 215 acres, and,

COMMUNITY

through a long-term lease, Mag-
gie and Mark have kept the win-
ery’s business assets, including all
the vineyards, winery buildings,
and the house they have lived in
for 26 years. The Malicks also own
the extensive inventory.

While the Malicks expect to re-
tire at some future date, they will
make that announcement when
the time comes.

It’s likely that Maggie and Mark
will coordinate with the buyers
to simultaneously sell their wine
business when the buyers sell off
the part of the property containing
the vineyards, winery, and house.

The Malicks’ vineyard has pro-
duced some of the most award-
ed wines in the state of Virginia.
Most recently, Maggie’s Albarino
was judged to be one of the top
12 wines in the state. Last year at
the Loudoun Wine Awards, she
was awarded Winemaker of the
Year. To date, Maggie has scored
more gold medals than any other
Loudoun winery.

The winery is scheduled to bot-
tle about 3,000 cases of wine in
June.

Do you have a dream?

Let us help you build it!

* Free on-site consultation

* Competitive pricing and can
help with financing

» Built to your specifications

* No cheap or discount
materials— but still offer the
most competitive pricing in
the industry

* Where honesty, Integrity, and

quality still matters

E CUSTOM GARAGES

OF VIRGINIA
=
888-919-4797

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA

www.customgaragesofvirginia.com




May 2022

BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM 27

Solarize NOVA offers
homeowners solar
assessments

The Solarize NOVA program has returned to Loudoun
County. Now through June 30, Loudoun County home-
owners have the opportunity to sign up to learn more
about solar power options specific to their property, and
take advantage of streamlined instal-
lation and financing processes.

In addition to free satellite solar as-
sessments, the program offers discounted pricing on so-
lar panels and electric vehicle chargers and will connect
participants with information on the current 26 percent
federal tax credit, which is due to expire at the end of
2022, and other incentives, including the Solar Renew-
able Energy Credit market.

Anyone interested in learning more about solar power
is encouraged to attend an upcoming virtual informa-
tion session about the Solarize NOVA program.

e Thursday, May 19, 3 p.m.

e Tuesday, June 7, 1 p.m.

Solarize NOVA is sponsored by the Local Energy Alli-
ance Program in partnership with the Northern Virginia
Regional Commission and participating municipal gov-
ernments, including Loudoun County.

More information about the Solarize NOVA program
in Loudoun is online at solarizenova.org/loudoun.

Information about obtaining the proper permits
for installing either a residential or commercial solar
photovoltaic system in Loudoun County is available
at loudoun.gov/solarpermits.

COMMUNITY

BRMS students win challenge

Trex Company, Inc. sponsors local Film and Plastic
Bag Recycling Challenges at schools across the coun-
try. The challenge is for a team to
collect more than 500 pounds of
plastic refuse in a six-month span
(about 40,500 plastic bags). If completed successfully,
Trex donates a high-performance composite bench to
the school.

Two 8th grade students, Ella Stevenson and Acaidia
Kincaid, developed a Blue Ridge Middle School Envi-
ronmental Club and recruited supervision and spon-
sorship from Martha Midolo, BRMS Teacher Assis-

COMMUNITY

Blue Ridge Middle School Environmental Club: L to R, Back Row:
Julia Mendez, Charlene Pagano, Shelby Reece, Acadia Kincaid,

Ella Stephenson, Lola Hansen, Sydney Sheehan, Mrs. Susan
Hubbuch, and Mrs. Martha Midolo. Front Row: Rowan Haws,
Beckett Finn, Abby Jackson, Grace Madsen, Frances King, Ella
Phelps, and Ellie Lowman.

tant, and Susan Hubbuch, BRMS EL Teacher.

The Environmental Club collaborated with the
BRMS P.AW. (Protecting Against Wastefulness) Pa-
trol to establish the Trex Film and Plastic Bag Re-
cycling Challenge at Blue Ridge in an effort to help
reduce the amount of plastic that ends up in landfills.
For 6 months, the club promoted the collection of
plastic with student-created infographic posters, vid-
eos, announcements, and reminders.

“This student-run club just shows how relevant our
youth are and their amazing dedication to our com-
munity and Earth. It was so much fun working to-
gether for a common goal,” said Martha Midolo.

Each week, the students rounded up the do-
nations and Kristin Kuntz, a Blue Ridge Middle
School math teacher, delivered the plastic to a
Trex collection site in Winchester, VA. The total
plastic collected at Blue Ridge Middle School was
1,711 pounds; equivalent to over 122,000 plastic
bags that could have ended up in the landfill.

“Seeing the Trex Bench Award on the BRMS
campus will be a constant reminder of what
students can do to help our planet through the
power of initiative and teamwork,” said Caroline
Milne, Dean of the 8th grade.

Students Stephenson and Kincaid said,
“Thank you to Ms. Kuntz, who helped start the
competition at BRMS, and to all the students
and staff that brought in plastic; they are the
ones who really made this possible.”

The Rosary is the ‘weapon’ for these times! - st padre Pio

Please join our priests at
Saint Francis de Sales
,.  Catholic Church in Purcellville
& each night at 9pm to pray the
= Rosary for peace in Ukraine.
Visit our website

saint

rancisparish.org

for the

Ive video stream or
join us in person.
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HPF launches the Legacy Farm Marker Program

The Hillsboro Preservation Foun-
dation has launched the Legacy Farm
Marker program, in-
tended to recognize
the many old farms
in the Hillsboro area, and to honor the
families that have owned and main-
tained those farms often for more
than a century. The program would
also recognize landowners in the
Hillsboro area who have conserved
critical farmland.

Hillsboro Preservation Foundation
President Amy Marasco noted the
program’s launch was announced
the week of National Historic Marker
Day, which is the last Friday of each
April.

“We look forward to working with
farm owners and exploring with
them how best to create and install a
number of these markers in the com-
ing years that will stand for decades
into the future to commemorate the
land and the people who have pre-
served the rural heritage and history
in western Loudoun,” Marasco said.

The non-profit’s initiative is sup-
ported by the Loudoun County Ru-

COMMUNITY

ral Economic Development Council
(REDC), whose Chair Kelly Foltman
said, “This program is critical because
it is recognizing the ongoing efforts
to keep the valuable Loudoun County
economic asset—productive agricul-
ture—alive and thriving in the 21st
century.”

Hillsboro Preservation Founda-
tion Vice President Ben Lenhart, who
lives on an old farm near Hillsboro
and is a longtime advocate for farm-

“This program is critical
because it is recognizing
the ongoing efforts to keep
the valuable Loudoun
County economic asset—
productive agriculture—
alive and thriving in the
21st century.”

— Kelly Foltman
Loudoun County Rural
Economic Development
Council (REDC) Chair

land preservation and conservation
easements, originated the idea of the
Legacy Marker program. “It is import-
ant,” Lenhart said, “that families who,
in some instances have been farming
the land since before the founding of
America, are recognized by the greater
community for their steadfast contri-
butions to keeping a sustainable and
strong rural economy. Likewise, we
seek to recognize those who have ac-
quired legacy farmland to keep in ag-
ricultural production and to put their
lands in permanent conservation
easements.”

Marasco said that the HPF will
reach out to possible participants in
the coming months, with the hope
of announcing the first recipients of
the markers this coming fall. “Over
the next several years our mission
is to honor these farmers and land-
owners, not only as a way to publicly
thank them for their contribution but
also to serve as a tool to educate and
inspire others to better understand
the importance of these land hold-
ings and the rich history and com-
mitment these families have made to

our region.”

The Hillsboro Preservation Founda-
tion was formed in 2005 and its mis-
sion is to preserve, protect and honor
the legacy and future of the greater
Hillsboro region—its rural heritage,
its iconic landscapes and farmlands,
and the community and people who
inhabit it.

According to Marasco, the organiza-
tion fulfills its mission by focusing on
three aspects of work: preservation of
landmarks and landscapes, promot-
ing local arts and culture, and serving
neighbors in need.

“We deliver on our mission through
three primary programs,” Maras-
co said. “The Legacy Marker pro-
gram complements our longstanding
contributions to preserve and restore
Hillsboro’s landmark Old Stone School,
our collaboration with the Town of
Hillsboro on its wide range of com-
munity-building arts and cultural pro-
gramming, and through our grant pro-
grams that have assisted neighbors in
need during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and also our global neighbors with our
UkraineAid concert on April 2.”

MIDSOUTH |

Building Supply, Inc.

100% EMPLOYEE OWNED - 100% CUSTOMER COMMITTED

WINDOWS
DOORS
SIDING

CABINETS

COUNTERTOPS

3100 Shawnee Drive

Winchester, VA 22601
(540) 662-3100

44031 Ashburn Shopping Plaza #261
Ashburn, VA 20147

(703) 720-5163
WWW.MSBS.NET

7940 Woodruff Court
Springfield, VA 22151

(703) 321-8500
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First place win by BRMS in
Step-Up Loudoun Challenge

Ten students from Blue Ridge Middle School took
on—and won—the $1,000 first place prize for the
Step-Up Loudoun Challenge.

Organized by Loudoun Youth, Inc., Step-Up
Loudoun is a competition where students tackle a
problem in their local community and develop a
solution. This year’s program started with 71 teams
from Loudoun Middle and High
Schools. Following a round of vid-
eo presentations, the top 20 were
invited to make their pitches to a panel of judges.
On April 7, the top 10 made their final presenta-
tions to a panel of judges at Morven Park.

The Blue Ridge team, named the P.A.W. (Pro-
tecting Against Wastefulness) Patrol, focused on
the need to reduce, reuse, recycle and refuse at the
school as climate change becomes a growing global
concern.

As the team was brainstorming about a problem
of concern, they observed that items placed in re-
cycling bins couldn’t actually be recycled because
of item contamination. They discovered that when
even one item of contamination was placed in a
bin, the entire bin of recyclables would be thrown
in the trash, destined for the local landfill.

Through extensive research about the recycling
process, the team discovered that the most effec-
tive solution was educating students and staff on

el ol
— = at the mill

COMMUNITY

198 N. 21st Street Purcellville, Virginia 20132 |

ROSE

Wine Dinner

Thurs ‘ 1\{6\( ‘ 2022

The PAW. Patrol from L to R: Back row: Steve Wolfson
(director of Step Up Loudoun), Adriana Milan, Joshua
Anderson, Abigail Winn, Kate Stone, Ryan Barrett, Caleb
Nicholson, Stacey Metcalfe (Executive Director and CEO of
the Westmoreland Davis Memorial Foundation) and Kam
Woodall. Front row: Sarah Bader, Rowan Haws, and Chris
Tricarico.

proper recycling practices. The P.A.W. Patrol creat-
ed a series of informational videos and other public
service announcements with the theme “Think
Before You Trash.” The team also collaborated with
the school’s environmental club to collect plastic

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31»

$125 pp all incl.

Thomas Balch

Library celebrates
100th anniversary

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the
opening of the Thomas Balch Library.

Named after Leesburg native Thomas Balch, a
prominent Philadelphia attorney in the mid-19th
century, the library building was
dedicated in May 1922. In 1960
it became a free, though seg-
regated, public library and in
1965, following desegregation, its services became
available to all persons.

In 1974 it joined as a branch of the recently es-
tablished Loudoun County Public Library system
serving the community as a full service public li-
brary. When the county’s new Rust Library opened
in 1992, the Town acquired the Thomas Balch Li-
brary building, taking over its operation, and re-
naming it the Thomas Balch Library of Local His-
tory and Genealogy.

A special exhibit will be on display in the Mar-
garet Mercer Room and at the digital kiosk in the
Divine Room at Thomas Balch Library throughout
the month of May. Artifacts, photographs, and
documents from the history of the library will be
featured as well as an interactive timeline. Of note

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31>
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MagnoliasMill.com | 540.338.9800

Building Luxury Equestrian Properties,
Homes, and Garages for Over Forty Years

Over these four decades our mission has remained the same:
provide the highest level craftsmanship, customer service and competitive pricing.
Let us work with you to begin planning your dream structure. Call us today.

Horse Barns, Arenas, Garages,
Metal Buildings, Commercial
Workshops, Hobby Barns,

Site Work & Excavation, Butler Pre-
Engineered Buildings, Modular Homes.

540-338-2306 Fax: 540-338-3015
P.O. Box 237 ¢ Purcellville, VA 20132 « www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

Fuog/InterBuild, Inc.

Builder ¢ Contractor ¢ Excavation

800-432-3864
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KidWind teams win

The KidWind teams sponsored by Mak-
ersmiths, Inc. won awards at the Western
Regional- VA Renewable Energy Challenges
on March 9. All three of
the teams (Golden Wind
Blades, Silver Blades and
Solar Middle School Smarties were eligible
to go on to the state challenges.

On April 23, 2022, three KidWind teams

COMMUNITY

from Makersmiths competed in the Virgin-
ia Renewable Energy Challenges at Virginia
State University in Petersburg, VA.

The Silver Blades team won 3rd place in
the Middle School division of the Wind Tur-
bine Challenge. They won a trophy and $100.

The Solar Middle School Smarties won 1st
place in the Middle School division of the So-
lar Challenge. They won a trophy and $300.

SilverBlades.jpeg from left to right: Ayden
Young, gr. 5 (Hillsboro Charter Academy); Max
Burrus, gr. 6 (Blue Ridge MS); Nick Burrus,

SMSSStatelstplace.jpeg from left to right: Jocelyn Ro,
gr. 8 (Rachel Cason MS); Zara Ramadan, gr. 8 (Rachel
Carson MS); Soren Ogelman, gr. 8 (Blue Ridge MS),

Warner and Kaine announce
$2.6 M for crisis hotline

U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner and Tim Kaine (both D-VA) an-
nounced $2,642,519 in federal funding from the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration for the Virginia State
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services.
This funding will go towards improving call and
text response rates at the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline.

“Inthe last two years of the pandemic, we have seen an increased
demand for mental health services,” the senators said. “We are
pleased that this funding will allow the Commonwealth to pro-
vide more timely assistance to those who are in crisis and in need
of help.”

Currently in Virginia, the DBHDS has an in-state answer rate of
83 percent. The goal of this funding is to increase answer rates at
call centers to 90 percent by the end of the grant period. In addi-
tion, SAMSHA has a stated goal of answering 90 percent of calls
within 15 seconds and 95 percent of calls within 20 seconds by the
end of the grant period.

This funding comes ahead of the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline’s July transition from the current 10-digit number to a
three-digit, 988, dialing code. With the switch, SAMHSA is ex-
pecting an increase in calls.

In February of last year, Sens. Warner and Kaine an-
nounced funding for the Richmond Behavioral Health Authority
to help expand access to and improve the quality of mental health
and substance use disorder programs.

GOVERNMENT

gr. 4 (Emerick ES); and Cameron Clarke, gr. 5
(Hillsboro Charter Academy)

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL

Makersmiths Coach Diane Painter This funding was provided through the American Rescue Plan

which was supported by both Sens. Warner and Kaine.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS

For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

Our licensed adult day centers provide:

« A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
* Respite for caregivers needing support & free time

* Reasonable sliding scale fees

POWER'SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and
limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

Ashburn

off Loudoun County Pkwy
45140 Bles Park Drive

571-258-3232

Purcellville
co-located w/ Carver Center
200 Willie Palmer Way

571-258-3402

Leesburg
near Leesburg Airport
16501 Meadowview Ct.

703-771-5334

We won’t leave you powerless.

Video online at: www.loudoun.gov/adultday
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services

KOHLER.

WINCO NSCO5 s

Quality Generators Since 1927

GENERAC
———
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YOUNGKIN JOINS GOOGLE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CodeVA will develop a network of
Computer Science Lab Schools that will
span every region of the Commonwealth.
These schools will be based on the suc-
cessful innovation model at CodeRVA
Regional High School in Richmond.

“For the past 5 years CodeRVA Re-
gional High School has partnered with
15 school divisions in the Richmond
region to provide a rigorous computer
science-focused education, and we know
every student in the Commonwealth
deserves the same opportunities as our
students.

“We look forward to collaborating
with CodeVA and educational leaders
across Virginia to share how our innova-
tive model can be replicated to provide
all students with access to both the ac-
ademic knowledge and the work-based
skills they need to enter the workforce or
higher education. There are thousands
of unfilled jobs in computer science and
IT fields waiting on this next generation
of learners and leaders to graduate!” said
CodeRVA’s Executive Director, Kume Go-
ranson, who is personally committed to
helping expand her school’s innovative
model across the Commonwealth.

CodeVirginia’s efforts to work with
students, teachers, school districts, par-
ents and policymakers assumes a state-

wide footprint. CodeVA was founded
with the principle that anyone can code,
and that every Virginia child has a fun-
damental right to computer science
literacy. Since 2013, CodeVA has taken
great strides as the first affiliate partner
of national computer science education
nonprofit Code.org in making computer
science a priority for Virginia.

CodeRVA Regional High School pro-
vides an innovative learning envi-
ronment that uses blended and proj-
ect-based learning to develop students’
self-management skills while integrat-
ing academic content, agile workplace
methodologies, and internship experi-
ences that provide a pipeline of critical
thinkers prepared to enter college or
Richmond’s growing tech sector.

CodeRVA’s design builds on next gen-
eration high school models across the
nation that rethink the use of time and
space, leverage technology to person-
alize and accelerate learning, and rede-
sign curriculum to align with compe-
tency-based progressions. Focused on
computer science, the school offers the
opportunity to complete high school
requirements through a combination of
blended (online and face-to-face) learn-
ing, integrated coursework, and proj-
ect-based learning.

Beadt the

spring

We are committed to
providing you with the
best work and customer
service available.

rush!

* Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
* Exterior Wood Replacement

» Wallpaper Removal

* Honest and Dependable Mechanics
* Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning

» Power Washing Siding and Decks

» Deck Staining and Sealing

» Drywall Repair

* Every Job Owner-Supervised

* Licensed and Insured

 FREE Estimates

_ JOE FLEMING PAINTING CONTRACTORS
703-771-1494 | Cell 703-431-7751

www. joefle

mingpainting.com

RESOURCE CENTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Center to share updates and infor-
mation about their respective ser-
vices:
 Virginia Department for the
Blind and Vision Impaired, May
3,9a.m.-1p.m.
 Virginia Department for Aging
and Rehabilitative Services,
May 3,9 a.m.-1 p.m.

» Loudoun County Adult and
Aging Programs, May 10 and
May 13,9 a.m. - 1 p.m. each day

The Loudoun Workforce Resource

Center provides no-cost resources
and equipment to job seekers and
businesses to help them achieve
their employment goals. More in-
formation about the center can be
found at loudoun.gov/wrc.

BALCH LIBRARY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

are items donated by the Balch fami-
ly, original minutes and ledgers of the
Leesburg Library Society, and memora-
bilia from the library’s first 100 years.

Other celebratory events will be held
through May 2023. To learn more, call
703-737-7195 or visit https:/www.
leesburgva.gov/departments/thom-
as-balch-library.

FIRST PLACE WIN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

for Trex that would be recycled into
decking material.

Judges voted favorably for P.A.W.
patrol based on their own experi-
ence wrestling with recycling ef-
forts. Supervisor Michael R. Turner
(D-Ashburn) pointed out that re-
cycling education is critical. “Only
8 percent of plastic thrown in the
trash gets recycled—8 percent—and
it’s because we contaminate the
loads,” he said. “This is a spot-on

critical issue.”

Ara Bagdasarian, a member of the
Leesburg Town Council, pointed out
that the team exposed a critical fault
line in recycling — how the intro-
duction of contaminated material
into the recycling collection bin can
result in all the items going to waste.
Properly cleaning the material be-
fore recycling is an important part of
the education process, he said.

P.A.W. Patrol’s final survey found
that, through their efforts, students
developed an increased awareness
of, and interest in, recycling.

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING mRE-ROOFING s METAL mCOPPER
SHINGLES » SLATE m RUBBER " GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com




32 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM

May 2022

- PAWVING
| SPRING SPECIAL

4

/
y B g

We are currently paving in your are

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES » DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS « PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK « ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but you can’t afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

E COLI, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

» Vomiting

» Fever

« Chills

In a very small percentage of cases
(approximately 2 to 7 ) percent partic-
ularly higher risk groups such as chil-
dren under the age of 5, the immuno-
compromised, and the elderly, a more
severe complication known as HUS
(Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome) may
occur. That complication includes
kidney failure and anemia, and often
results in prolonged hospitalization.
However, the large majority of people
exposed to STEC do not develop HUS
and recover completely from their di-
arrhea within 5 to 10 days. More spe-
cific information on E. coli, including
STEC, is available from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention here.

Prevention

Health officials remind everyone
that there are steps they can take to
help prevent contracting illnesses
from animals, which sometimes car-
ry germs that can make people sick.
Animals that look clean and healthy
can carry harmful germs, and even
areas where animals live, or roam can
contain germs that can make people
sick. Having contact with the animals’
environment can also be a risk factor
for illness. Every year, many people
get sick after visiting animal exhib-
its, such as petting zoos, aquariums,
farms, or fairs. Preventive steps to
take include:

» Wash your hands right after
touching animals or anything in
the areas where they live, roam
or eat. Even if you didn’t touch
the animals or wore gloves,
wash your hands when you leave
animal areas.

« Running water and soap are best,
but if they are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60 percent
alcohol and wash your hands
with soap and running water as
soon as you can.

» Don’t eat or drink around
animals and keep food and
drinks away from animal areas.

Children 5 years of age and younger,
people with weakened immune sys-
tems and adults over 65 years of age
are more likely to get sick from the
germs animals can carry and should
take extra precautions at animal ex-
hibits.

Take these extra precautions for
children:

 Always supervise children
around animals.

» Leave items such as strollers,
pacifiers, cups, or toys outside
the exhibit.

» Don’t let children put their
thumbs, fingers, or objects such
as pacifiers in their mouths when
they’re around animals or in an
animal area.

» Don’t let children sit or play on
the ground in animal areas.

 Teach children to approach
animals with caution and follow
the rules provided on signs or
verbally by the staff.

Children 5 years of age and young-
er should not have contact with rep-
tiles, amphibians, or live poultry be-
cause these animals are more likely to
make them sick. Parents of children
in this age group should also consid-
er not letting the children have direct
contact with other types of livestock.

For more information on how to
stay healthy at animal exhibits, visit
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

LY /%55" Fineral ./)f}; jm?

¥, "\ HALL FUNERAL HOME
OF PURCELLVILLE

™, Est. 1895

Serving the Community Since 1895

“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

* Pre Arrangements » Monuments » Military Funeral Services, For Both
* Burial & Cremation Services Service Members And Their Dependents
* Memorial Service & Family Gathering = Ship Out

140 SOUTH NURSERY AVENUE * PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don't Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates * Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(571) 2559187

Licensed and Insured

540-338-5561 wwwHallFH.com

Advertise your business in our newspaper.

1843218 advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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INDUCED DEMAND, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 a mutualistic relationship. Active trans- Relatively dense and mixed-use devel- Adam Stevenson grew up in Purcellville
can expand and deepen place. portation (in other words, walking and opment can in turn stimulate demand and can be found many Saturdays walking
Furthermore, these biking) encourages mixed-use patterns for public transportation if these denser around 21st Street with obligatory stops
OPINION three tools and meth-  of development as increased foot traffic  patterns of development place limits on  at Nichol’s Hardware and It’s Baazar’s
ods mentioned as induces traditional mixed-use methods parking and create the need for alterna-  LP collection. He’s particularly interested
alternatives to default road widening of development (for a local example, tive methods of transportation. in sustainable urban planning and
and creation build off of each other in see 21st Street). Loudoun’s flora and fauna.

SHOFEAND SUFFORI LYCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

REAMPBX

Premier “Our Team Assures
Hes Company, LLC Your Success”

703-203-8853
HOA Maintenance, Tree Planting, Lot Clearing, Storm Damage,
Pruning, Trimming, Crowning, Bulk Mulch Delivery
JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

www.HesCompanyLLC.com W I L S O N T E A M B=E

540-338-8300  703-771-1110 Painting and Home Repairs 703.967.8780
LICENSED & INSURED « MEMBER ANGIE’S LIST & BBB » AFFORDABLE www.sherrywilson.com davishandymanco.com

House Calls
Contracting LLC

No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!

Kitchen and Bath Remodeding + Deck Maintenance From the
Plumbing + Electrical + Tile + Drywall + Painting + Roofing + Snow Removal y
AFTER HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES | design stage of
540.683.0470 j|  remodeling,
.18 yourhandymanservice1@gmail.com & WesURED or room addition, to
the finished product O A
Driveway Flepair { allin one company. 4

X

N Rgenin
F

If you don’t like something we did, tell us.
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.
v

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber s Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode [ = 'l
' REALTOR®

703-932-2898 LYNNE McCABE

www.HouseCallsContracting.com Direct: 571-242-0232

e g T Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com SAMSON
5> SRES A< ZIOITE T 7 Sotiled) owed www.LoveStoryHomes.com @EED 0.0 L

Asphalt Driveway Restoation

Hot Tar Crack-Filling

e Patchwork
e 2" OQverlays/Resurfacing
* Best Waterproof 0il Based Heated Sealcoating
¢ The Real Asphalt Preservative is Qil-based Sealer
e Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways

(Smaller driveways only) Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!
Great Quality Work is Not Cheap. Cheap Prices CLE ANING
are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.
5% Paul Jones and Son - SER U ICE
Discount Weekly  Bi-weekly » Monthly or Just One Time!
! : ! GoodGuysPaving@gmaiI com l FREE ESTIMATES + GREAT REFERENCES!
Warranty _Leesburg, Virginia {é @ calzlz%%[%alllz‘ggav!
FREE Estimates Satisfaction Guaranteed = CallMariaToday@gmail.com
ll' | * Bobcat Services *
pa— AN \ i * Gravel Driveway Repair *
APEFABOU ) | gRAMHALL TRUCKING
.|1I a '-.-Vn I'I 0 eroe a g ljl O ATre i - -sqolm-zlq”nil
1|| Ik 1 ODOL NYL « METAL | : ﬂﬂ?lllcl)l';r; E;:tTltirlli:il;l:c:::.al.}\?:-:,rl.}h::‘:hn*
gt (TTTERT T 1 T ! « DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS « BACKHOE WORE =
il olwe 03-887-0927 | t S LETUS HELP YOU
1L D0 Enceslagma 0 . C:"r'* 7 CARRY YOUR LOADY
a i l_ _ : | i };.Lu__ | www.bramhalltrucking.com
b i ] e "‘)_‘_-,. "
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OPEN BURNING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

limits of Lovettsville, Middleburg,
Purcellville, Round Hill, and all
subdivisions (“urban or built-up
areas”) throughout the county.

Fire Marshal Disclaimer: The

Loudoun County Fire Marshal may
impose regulations, at any time, based
upon complaint, atmospheric or oth-
er environmental circumstances, to
restrict or extinguish any fire that is
otherwise permitted according to these
guidelines.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

have you ever heard of a planner
advocating the status quo? In my
experience developing major office
buildings in many states, planners
want to plan for
something new.

Consider me a
luddite, but in general, “new” is usu-
ally bad. I don’t want more growth
or more “rural economy” or tourism
schemes. Leave us alone!

Still another difficulty is the in-
credibly detailed process the sub-
committees will follow. Staff wrote
this as an example: Issue: Bicycle
parking requirements. Where: Mul-
tifamily areas. Ordinance Section:
Chapter 10, Section 7.A.2 Finding:
Draft text does not require enough
bicycle parking. Recommendation:
Increase requirement. Opposing com-

OPINION

ment: Let market decide. Should ZOC
Vote, yes or no: Yes, it should vote.

Here’s one more challenge: There
are 86 pages of these kind of ques-
tions, tables and new text. Each
subcommittee will have to slog
through a similar document. Work-
ing through these massive processes
will be brutal and I hope my atten-
tion span lasts.

So, will Santa come with gifts of
preservation and conservation? Per-
haps he will bring one or two chest-
nuts, but by and large, his sack will
be empty.

Charles Houston developed more
than six million square feet of office
buildings throughout the south for
an Atlanta-based firm. He lives in
Paeonian Springs.

Eplin

LANDSCAPING
AND LAWN SERVICE, INC.

540-554-8228

Lawn Care / Maintenance / Mowing
30+ Years « 750+ Properties

Schedule a FREE
lawn consultation!

www.EplinglLandscaping.com

Violations and Penalty: Any per-
son who violates the fire code could be
convicted of a Class 1 misdemeanor,
which carries a penalty of a fine up to
$2,500 and up to a year in jail. Further,
if convicted, a person may be required
to compensate the locality for the full

costs of fighting a fire.

Questions regarding open burning
regulations should be directed to the
Fire Marshal’s Office at 703-737-8600
or you may access this information on
the following webpage www.loudoun.
gov/openburning.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

So, how do you stop phubbing?

Acknowledge. Acknowledge that you
have a problem. This may be difficult to
do since phubbing feels good to the per-
son who’s doing it. Perhaps asking your
loved ones and friends if they think you
engage in phubbing behavior too fre-
quently could be helpful. Have an open
mind when listening to what you’re told.

Communicate. Communicating with
others can also be helpful since the prob-
lem likely won’t be easy to correct. Per-
haps you can work on the problem with
your kids or your spouse; addressing
your phubbing behavior together will
likely increase your accountability and
commitment to change.

Roadmap it. Come up with a game
plan or roadmap to determine screen
free times (e.g., meals, short car rides,
gathering with friends or family, etc.).

Leave your phone behind. Not having
your phone or device with you will likely
help with temptation. So, if you’re going
on a date with your partner, leave the
phone in the glove compartment of the
car, or if you’re having family or friends
over, place your phone or device in a room
away from where you’re gathering.

Challenge yourself. Come up with
challenges that serve to distance you from
your phone or device. If you always check
your phone when you wake up first thing
in the morning, try to delay when you
pick it up. Perhaps you can focus instead

on connecting with your partner or kids
over coffee or breakfast before you turn
to technology. Maybe put your phone in
a desk drawer at work or leave it in your
bedroom when you return home from
work. How often do you really need to
check your phone or device while at work
or in the evening at home, especially if
you’re engaging in real time with others?

Practice active listening. When
you’re phubbing, you’re engaging in pas-
sive listening with the person or people
around you as you text others, peruse
social media or surf the web. Without
your phone or device, you will likely be-
come a much better listener. Not jump-
ing in to comment, judge or fix a state-
ment during a conversation or listening
without interrupting or judgment might
seem like an easy thing to do, but if you
engage in phubbing behavior a lot, it
may take some real effort and patience
to become a more active listener.

Lastly, children learn a lot from ob-
serving their parents, so parents have
the additional task to model responsi-
ble and healthy technology use. If you
don’t want your children to become pre-
occupied with technology or screens, or
phubbers themselves, having a balanced
approach to technology use is essential.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. Mike” is a
clinical psychologist in private practice. He can
be reached at 703-723-2999, and is located at
44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

A DEVELOPER’S CONSULTING ENGINEER SPEAKS

FOR THE COUNTY? CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
doesn’t keep up with the maintenance.
We urged the County to reject the appli-
cation or at least have it modified.

We never got a response from the
County, but we did receive a letter from
the builder’s consulting engineer. He
wrote that the County planner on the
project had forwarded our letter to him
for response. He shared a few irrelevant
personal details about his own links to
rural and historic properties, boasted of
waiting lists of families wanting homes
built by Carrington, and then he refer-
enced zoning ordinances and state laws.

Among his more infuriating remarks:
The property has not been in land use
tax since 2012, which indicates the pre-
vious owners wanted to retain their
rights to develop the property. Also, if
the road were deemed substandard at
any time, it would be VDOT’s responsi-
bility to fix it. And his final words: “This
is a by-right subdivision, and Loudoun
County is very careful to strictly admin-
ister the regulations that govern it, but
there is no discretion to reach beyond
the adopted standards.”
Sally and Mark Pfoutz
Purcellville

Advertise your business in our hewspaper.

advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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SHOP AND SUFPORIT

Affordable Sheds € Garden Products LLC

‘Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds
Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns
Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson
540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

i
On-Site Installatlons

Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &

Er;% In-Home Vacation Pet Care
% Joe Pillera
i] (703) 867-7158

virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

L ":r}.

Tree Experts For Over;30,Years
Family Owned & Operated

940-533-8092
C-all Brian Today!

AHH.\!PLEFETIEM&DLAHDSGAPE
Girading - Masonry - Patios - Retaining / Stone Wals - Lot Cleaning -
HONEST & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
EMERG. SERV. » SATISFACTION

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile
703-858-2770 office
Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ol
CENTURY 21

New Millennium

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE
20405 Exchange St., # 221
Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup

GRASS!«ORKS

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472
GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.

703-443-0039

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs
Pond Installation & Repairs / Riding Arenas
Land Clearing & Grading / Retaining Walls
Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up

LINDA CULBERT
REALTOR"
Associate Broker
ABR
100 Purcellville Gateway Dirive
Suite 100 B
CHTice: 340-338-1350
Cell: T03-431-1724
Fax: 340-338-1620
linda.culbert @ longandfoster.com
Lu:ld-u(. ulberl.com

AMERICAN &

VALITY STEEL r 1
571-505-5565 «+ WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

LYCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

£
Market, |}
Properties |’

4l

See Our Ad on the Back CO\;er'
=P_OnThe Market..with sam

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

onthemarketloudoun.com

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com
604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse

Louduun County’s Oldest Greenhouse
o ‘1].1l..l_|<|||f|n1., in Mative and Local Gardening

Green & Eco-friendl V
oy Plants, Trees & Shrubs

oy ".' ’ I"nlhlrv,{ doves, Tools & Statuary
!—-ﬁu—- -!"ﬁ . Flowering Pots & ( jifts
fi wivw.abernethyspencer.com

Jcﬂ.élk_ (5407 33"&-‘-”13 » infoflabernethyspencer.com

18035 Lincoln Rd./Maple Ave. » Purcellville, VA 20132

Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

acclrate

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

Flynn's Lawn Maintenance

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826

Licensed & Insured flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Commercial and Residential We Come To You.

SAME DAY
COMPUTER
REPAIR
Premier Computer Repairs SERVICE
Nigel Preece AVAILABLE

571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com
wWww.premiercomputerrepairs.com

B.R.MIDDLETON
| | | |CONCRETE

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS
« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & E)ushogs
Blade S[’\arpcmng & Maln’cenancc
ol Changcs | Grcasmg RePalrs

Sharp Blades

I
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com
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VINEYARD SQUARE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vineyard Square application was valid as
of July 1, 2020. So that’s all I can say for
now.”

However, Hankins went on to say that
there is a “legal argument that allows
the Town to take a different position
that the remedial legislation does not
have the effect of extending this partic-
ular site plan... I need to consult with
Town Council, to understand what posi-
tion they would like the Town to take. It

with this project since 2016.”

Without consulting Council first,
Hankins sought the legal outside opin-
ion of two attorneys. Town Council was
also not privy to the details of what she
discussed with the law firms. Council was
just presented with the legal opinions af-
ter the fact.

Hankins was supposed to meet with
Council first to see what position the
Council wanted her to take on the mat-
ter. Had the Vineyard Square project ex-

won’t matter unless some kind of action
is requested pursuant to the site plan by
the property owner. But we should be
prepared for that.”

Stan Milan, Council Member and
Council liaison to the Planning Commis-
sion, asked Hankins, “Why was this not
explained to the Council months ago,
when I have been asking about the status
on this? And several other people have
been asking as well.” Hankins did not an-
swetr.

Milan noted that Council was under
the assumption that the Vineyard Square
project would expire on Feb. 16, 2021,
but “now you are saying in July 2022.”

Hankins replied, “right.” Milan con-
tinued, “You said there would have to
be significant progress on the project to
move forward. I asked you what is signif-
icant, and nothing has been significant

pired on Feb. 16, 2021? Or could the proj-
ect continue due to the COVID-19 legis-
lation passed by the General Assembly
allowing for site plans that were active as
of June 2020, regardless of whether they
expired after that?

The lawyers senior management hired
determined the project could continue
due to the COVID legislation.

A finding that the developer had a
vested right to commence the Vineyard
Square project would mean that the
project could continue despite the ex-
piration. The legislation was passed to
help projects that were in the process of
being built but were put on hold due to
COVID-19.

The Vineyard Square project has been
extended until July 2023, due to the Gen-
eral Assembly extending the COVID leg-
islation until July 2023.

MOTHER’S DAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

This woman was also family-famous
for her Winnie-the-Pooh cakes.

She had a cake mold in the shape of
the cute little bear and another mold
in the shape of a bride or bride’s maid.
Both molds were used interchangeably
for wedding showers, baby showers and
other functions.

Sweet and fruity and delicious hum-
mingbird cakes were mentioned, too. A
southern favorite.

Pasta dinners

Mom and Mother’s Day memories also
brought up the topic of pasta.

Many people shared with us their
memories of mom’s pasta dishes, includ-

ing homemade gnocchi.

In this case, more memories of very
well-attended family dinners abounded.
Aunts, uncles, grandparents, kids and
whoever were around all gathered, quite
willingly to dine on gnocchi and bring to
the table whatever they were famous for.

Lasagna was a hot topic here, too, with
traditional iceberg lettuce salad, home-
made dressing, fresh-baked breads, and
butter - lots of butter.

Mother’s Day traditions

Memories of mom and Mother’s Day
also brought up the tradition of mak-
ing breakfast in bed for her, followed
later in the day with a picnic lunch at a
favorite park.

IT’S (ICED) TEA TIME, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

David and Hillary Coley, who
founded this innovative business
just nine years ago out of a small
storefront on 21% Street, now have
a tasting room as well as a produc-
tion facility a few steps from there.
It’s located at 210 N. 21¢ St., Suite
4, next to Cabinet Showplace, down
a hill a few feet north of the historic
W&OD train station.

There you’ll discover nearly 100
loose leaf teas for tasting, most of
them from small estates in India, Sri
Lanka, China, and South Africa, The
Coleys sell their teas wholesale and
retail; youw’ll find them offered in
many restaurants and shops in Pur-
cellville and throughout the region.
Their teas are also available online.

Whenever you visit the Purcell-
ville Tasting Room, give yourself
at least 30 to 45 minutes to explore
the varieties (black, green, oolong)
and flavors of their loose leaf teas.
Be sure to take home enough for
your summer servings—especially
because they’ve got some easy ways
for you to brew tasty teas this sum-
mer.

Cold Brew Iced Tea

“Yes, you can cold brew iced tea,”
says Hillary Coley, and explains how.

“It’s super easy. You just need
a pitcher and water. The ratio is
roughly 7 teaspoons of loose tea to
750 ml of water. Put the loose tea
and water into the pitcher and put
it in the refrigerator for about 6 to
8 hours and see what happens. The
trick behind cold brewed iced tea
is getting the liquid out at the end
of brewing without the tea leaves.
That’s a piece of cake if you find one
of the pitchers with mesh infusers
at your local big box store. Or if you
happen to have two pitchers and a
fine mesh strainer, you can strain
the contents of your brewing pitch-
er through the strainer into the oth-
er pitcher and then discard your teas
leaves, hopefully as compost for one
of your favorite plants. Play with the
amount of tea versus water and your
steeping time until you find the
combination that works for you.”

Iced Tea for Crowds

Hillary also has the answer for

that gang of family and friends get-
ting together for the Fourth of July.

You’ll need a pitcher with a lid,
but you can do this with an open
pitcher. You’ll also need a large pot
to boil water in,” she advises. “It
should hold at least 4 quarts, plus
a thermometer to measure water
temperature, and a fine wire mesh
strainer.”

From here on, just follow Hillary’s
steps for creating that iced tea all your
guests will love:

e Add 8-1/4 cups of water, a little
over 1/2 gallon of water, to
your pot and turn the burner
on to high.

 Allow the water to come to
a boil and then add 1 cup of
loose-leaf tea. Turn the burner
off.

« If you’re brewing a white,
green, or oolong tea, turn off
the burner and remove the pot
from the burner. Allow it to
cool for about 3 minutes and
then put in your thermometer.
You are looking for 190 degrees
before adding the tea. If you’re
using voluminous white tea,
make this 1-1/3 to 2 cups.

 For black or tisane (herbal) tea,
allow it to steep for 5 minutes.
For an oolong tea, allow it to
steep for 4 minutes. For a green
or white tea, allow it to steep
for 3 minutes.

 Pour the tea through the
strainer into your pitcher
and leave the pitcher on the
counter.

 Serve the tea directly over ice...
and enjoy!

Meanwhile, this is a good time
to remember our hot-tea-drinking
cousins across the pond: As Tom
Holt, an English author known for
his comic fantasy books, explains:
“American-style iced tea is the per-
fect drink for a hot, sunny day. It’s
never really caught on in the UK,
probably because the last time we
had a hot, sunny day was back in
1957

Dominion Tea’s Purcellville Tast-
ing Room is open Monday through
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday 10 to 6,
and Sunday noon to 5. Dominion-
tea.com 540-999-8327.

Those marathon Mom’s-Day hikes
came up. And, homemade cards and
family craft sessions were included in
many people’s favorite mom memories.

One person said, “One year my dad
and I made mom a jewelry box — we
stained the wood and stuff.”

Mom I'm sure appreciated both the

thought, and the box, and the teaching
opportunity.

Moms just seem to know, before you
do, what your life’s passions might be,
and work to cultivate them in you, even
if just by lavishing praise on you for your
efforts.
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MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR

Multi=Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1M

508 E. Market 514,
Leesburg VA 20176

Cell: T03-577-6015
Oifice: TO3-777-29H0
Mary. Wiskers LNF.com
www MMaryWisker.com

CHRISTIES

|
LANDSCAPE
ASSOCIATES

INCORPORATED

571.242.0025 703.327.4050
LANDSCAPEASSOC®AOL.COM
WWW.LANDSCAPEASSOCIATESINC.NET

* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
* PLANTING & GARDENS
* MASONRY
* OUTDOOR STRUCTURES

* WATER FEATURES/POOLS
* HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE
* DRAINAGE & WATER MANAGEMENT
®* OUTDOOR LIGHTING
* LARGE CALIPER TREE TRANSPLANTING

Custom Painters, LLC

& Specializing in
Residential
Interior Painting

y & Pressure Washing
C Carpentry Repairs
4 Drywall Repairs

Joel Welter ¢ Wallpaper Removal
Owner 4 Deck Staining/Sealing
540-338-8091 ,
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

Q)
BBB

A ;RATING

Licensed ¢ Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

- @

BUSINE

REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100%

Property Tax Credits
Guaranteed Return on

571.321.6414 | www.SOLAR-NOVA com

59 OWNERS AND NEI

UABORS

Investment - J

Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up
www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

MIDDLEBURG
REAL ESTATE

ATOKA

FROPERTIES
Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs
Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV
540-533-7453

www . MarcyC.com

MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

Q Atoka Properties 115 N 21st 5t Purcellville, VA 20132 .

LOUDOUN COUNTY
% MILLING ¥

Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW: FENCING

Bulk Mulch»Top Soil » Sands » Gravels _:F\
:': Landscapmg Stone » Erosion Control I:
Culverts, etc.

HE 540-338.7161 Fasnan

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

TARTER

Offering stress, loss
and trauma reduction
services without
diagnosis

170 West Main Street, Suite 106
Purcellville, VA 20132
(540) 931-6268 strestllc.com

STREST

THE STRESS REDUCTION SPOT

{ |t§, Flreplaces,l
Chrmnéys'%olumﬂs Wi
. : ~Stonework

% Frge Esllmates chensed & Insured - Angie’s List Member = Member BBB

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND BREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
Clrca 1B32

WWW.SPRINDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
SPRINGDALEVABGMAIL.COM

18348 LincoLN ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
540-751-8686
TEXT B40-550-2010 0r-651-271-3689

‘ Retammg and
--—q-_»_j ‘i:rbecoratlve Walls, |

Double Shredded Hardwood Muich,
Colored Mulch, Compost, Wood Chips,
White Carpet Mulch and Decorative Gravel.

703-450-4758

www.vagroundcovers.com
21585 Cascades Pkwy, Sterling

Pick Up or Delivery

1 8-6789

s LLC

703

Lovettsvﬂle, VA _
Major@Veterans

S,

WwWWw. VeteransLLC us Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WV

Erie ]
INnsurance

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle

Auto - Home - Business - Life

8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000

540-364-1853 -« Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Free estimates - Mabile service
Licensed & Insured - Home
Commercial Elass Replacement

HACKNEY GLASS

lommy Hackney
hackneyglass@gmail.com

a11.420.2637

FPeeanian Springs, Ya.
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MIDDLEBURG, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

south of Rt. 50 near the Plains Road—a
gift to the Windy Hill Foundation from
the late Magalen “Maggie” Bryant—
would be developed with 20 age-re-
stricted units and another 40 subsidized
units, either duplex or quadplex, with
trails and access to community space.
The homes would be leased, not owned,
and managed by the foundation. The re-
mainder of the property would be pro-
tected through open space easement.
The second proposal—from Home-
wood Farms LLC—would add 22 acres
and 66 housing units into the Town
along Foxcroft Road east of
Salamander Resort & Spa. Of
the farm’s 212 acres, the re-
maining 190 acres would be
placed in conservation ease-
ment, which would restrict
the current and future owners
from building on the land..
Home to Blackwater Beef,
which is owned by Erik Prince,
founder of the private mil-
itary company Blackwater,
the farm’s easement would
allow for limited commercial
use in the existing, renovat-
ed barn. The housing would
comprise 48 condo units of
one, two, and three bedrooms
in multi-family buildings at

developer does not have to put that
open space in easement. The 10 rural
economy lots can be either residential
or any of the permitted uses under the
applicable zoning—from agriculture or
communal sewage disposal to 10 more
houses or breweries.

Meanwhile, the Town of Middleburg
is increasingly short on small starter
homes. Part of the local inventory for
decades, these houses are disappearing
as owners tear them down to replace
them with much large homes. The in-
creasing size of homes in the Town is
right on trend: homes in the U.S. have

styles that match the historic character
of the Town.

The details matter, he adds, agree-
ing with constituents who have already
voiced their opinions on the Town’s web-
site. “We missed a chance for affordable
housing when we negotiated the agree-
ment for the boundary line adjustment
that brought the Harriman Tract into
the Town for Salamander Resort. Sala-
mander had agreed to 60 condo units for
workforce housing and housing for fac-
ulties in Middleburg area schools. Since
then, Salamander has said they don’t
plan to build them.” What happened?

~

maximum heights of two or

three stories. The community also would
include eight townhouse units and 10
single-family, cottage-style homes. Ac-
cess would be off Foxcroft Road, not Rt.
50.

Controversy over the proposals pivots
around the need for less costly housing
in Town and the prevention of housing
developments encircling the Town as
property owners elect to develop under
Loudoun County’s AR-2 Zoning Ordi-
nance regulations for “clusters.”

Middleburg’s object lesson on clusters
is Banbury Cross Reserve on the eastern
approach to the Town on Sam Fred Road.
This 570-acre by-right development has
been approved and platted by the Coun-
ty. It will consist of 28 clustered residen-
tial lots between one and four acres, 10
“rural economy” lots of 25 acres each,
as well as required common open space
equaling 70 percent of the whole. The

almost doubled in size since 1970.
Along with time and inflation, this large
increase in home size in the Town has
contributed to a huge spike in price.

The shortage of homes is especial-
ly evident in the need for housing of
teachers whose average salary in the
Middleburg area is $57,000. Meanwhile,
the average tax assessment for houses
in town is $650,000 and, for the aver-
age townhouse, $690,000. Recent new
builds —after teardowns—are $1 million
and more.

The best way forward, Littleton be-
lieves, is aligning the proposals with
the Middleburg Comprehensive Plan,
which was developed with community
input and adopted in 2019. That plan
supports a variety of housing types that
maintain a diverse community of attrac-
tive neighborhoods and provide quality
housing for a wider range of residents in

“We didn’t require them,” he says.

So far, feedback to the proposals has
been mixed, ranging from hearty ap-
plause to not-in-my-backyard—ever.
A few remarks from the Town website
demonstrate:

» To the Mayor, Town Council, and
Town Staff: “Thank you!...I’ll take
this opportunity to inform you
that I would prefer that you all,
rather than Loudoun County, be
in charge...allowing Middleburg
to meet desired goals in regards
to housing and conservation
easements. I do, therefore, support
both of the proposed annexations.”

+ “Ibelieve the Windy Hill
Foundation’s proposal is
reasonable. It will not be visible
from the road. The Town needs
affordable housing.”

» “Ineed to learn more about the

restrictions that would keep selling
prices in a range that may enable
‘workforce’ participants to buy
units here...I appreciate that the
balance of the Homewood property
would be in easement, but the
details of the easement will be
critical to limiting any commercial
enterprises such as breweries or
wineries. As is often said, the devil
is in the detail.”

« “Concerned about number of

units - result in 26% increase in
housing in Middleburg. Concerned
that property in conservation
easement will still be developed.
It’s important to know what will
occur there.”

o “Very concerned about the

development proposal... to add
126 new homes. This will ruin the
character of Middleburg. I moved
my family from Fairfax county to
Middleburg to get away from all
the cottages and townhomes and
development and the people. I
moved to Middleburg to find a safe
place for my horses and dogs to
live free from concerns of too much
traffic on roads. This proposal will
put more people and more cars into
Middleburg threatening the safety
of our animals. It will threaten

the relaxed character of the town
which is why people come to visit.
It will make Middleburg lose its
uniqueness and it will become

just another northern Virginia
town. In addition, there is no clear
benefit at all and the mayor’s
rationale of protecting the borders
makes no sense because most of
the land bordering the town is in
easements...”

Littleton emphasizes that these pro-
posals are not actions taken by the
Town. “The Town cannot annex prop-
erty into itself. This is two parties ap-
proaching the town to be annexed in.

“We don’t have to do this,” he added.
“It’s a Town-citizen choice. Of course,
some will never be okay with this. But
if we do nothing, what are the conse-
quences? The owners can do whatever
they want and put in as many houses as
the County allows. Maybe 20 ‘two-over-
two’ stacked townhouse condos?”

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

So: yes, I support the long-range changes to Bran-
don Park and its neighbor across the street — despite
the discomfort at seeing the initial destruction of some
of the existing natural features. I’'m mostly good with it
all. And I’ll be even happier when those now-scrawny
tree seedlings get large enough to throw some shade,

and send out root systems muscular enough to hold the
soil along the sloping creek bank.

They’ll (I'm hoping, again) provide environments for
the great-great-great (and then some) grandkids of the
birds from my recent visit — as well as enticing gangs
of squirrels to raid the treetops and maybe even has-
sle the stray visitor who falls asleep on the park bench

along the Creek! I recall, here, that years ago (oh, we’re
talking late 1990’s and early 2000’s) I used to see herds
of deer off along those remaining stands of woods to
the west of Harrison - in the adjacent meadow areas.

I’'m hopeful, as well, that some of their offsprings’
offspring still haunt the mature timber back there and
the surrounding environs. There I go hoping again.

= fairhousingvipnet.org.

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness,
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis.
For more information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@dporvirginia.gov; web: www.
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Call us today
for a FREE

consultation:
~- 540.338.7190

Recurring = > Bed preparation,

Plant Installation,

Maintenance o asiagree

Keep your yard looking beautiful all growing-sei
long with mowing, string trimming, and plantl"‘ _
care by our skilled team of landscapers. =5

“Qur.one-time
landscape
cleanup includes
everything youll
need to get your
lawn care started
off on the right
foot. This one-
time service preps
your beds for the
growing season.

Thank you to 77

all who came
to see us at
the Flower
and Garden
Festival.
Call us!
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200 East Main Street, Purcellville, Virginia 20132
540.338.7190 » wildwoodlandscape.com « 540.441.7938
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OnThe Market.. with sam

Please Call 703-408-4261

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com
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7 _just Listed No HOA! 19 acre lot in . _Just Sold Leesburg- One of the highest M _Just Sold- 10 Acre river front property in
Waterford. Culdesac, bold stream- well Sales to date in Shenstone Farm! High Bluemont. Sold for $525,000.
installed. demand for Shenstone! Sold for $1,400,000.
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.M _Under Contract Suffolk Ln, . _Just Listed Paeonian Springs- 5 beds & 3.5 . Under Contract 2837 Castleman Dr,
. . . baths. HIGH SPEED INTERNET. 5 min to Dulles : _ |
Hillsboro. 3 acres, gorgeous views, main Greenway. 3.89 Acres. Detached 2 car garage w/ upper B'erryvﬂle, VA-2lots (3 '?7 &3.25 .acres)'
floor living. Listed for $829,900. level "party barn". Magnificent Modern Farmhouse! Listed for $849,900, received multiple offers.
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Springs- Listed for $850,000- Sold over list demand! Thinking about selling your horse HOA) Only 3 miles to historic Leesburg.
price w/ Multiple Offers. property? Please call us! Listed for $1,450,000.
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