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BY VALERIE CURY

For the eight years Purcellville May-
or Kwasi Fraser has served as mayor, he 
has been asking, without effect, man-
agement to direct the Town’s utility 
consultants to base their water and 
sewer rate predictions on innovation 
such as the selling of nutrient cred-
its, stream water credits, and available 
grants. 

Every year the utility rate recom-
mendations come in based on growth 
predictions, known as availabilities, 
which estimate the amount of residen-
tial growth needed to lower the rates. 

Using this model exclusively for 
years has made it not only unpredict-
able for the Town to set rates accu-
rately, but it also recommends adding 
more residential growth which is not 
properly factored into the Stantec and 
management estimates. This would 
also increase operation and mainte-
nance costs.

If these availabilities are realized, 
the additional operational and mainte-
nance costs would increase rates for cit-
izens. However, the management team 
has not been accurate in its estimation  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

“I see availabilities as the 
ultimate Ponzi scheme.”  
– Mayor Kwasi Fraser

of changed designations. Many homes 
would move from the 60 band to the un-
desirable 65+.

While Loudoun County does not gov-
ern the airport in any way or participate 
in plans for its expansion, the County 
does play an important role in that mid-
dle ground between the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airports Authority, and the lives 
of Loudouners. At this juncture, if the 
Loudoun County Planning Commission, 
followed by the Board of Supervisors, 
were preparing to sign off on the FAA’s 
recommended decibel-level contours, 
the County would directly impact the 
value of properties.

That is, until more than 45 people 
turned up at the County government 
building on June 28 to be heard on the 
issue.

Representative voices included:
•	 a spokesman for a neighborhood 

asking the County to join them in 
lobbying the FAA 

•	 a resident of Brambleton’s 
Birchwood development

•	 an attorney representing 
developers and large commercial 
interests

•	 a real estate broker
The Neighborhood Spokesman: 

“One of our requests is to help us go 
to the FAA to require the aircraft to fly 
a minimum of five miles straight out. 
Yes, that’s not necessarily convenient 
for them. Tough noogies. We’re in the 
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BY LAURA LONGLEY

If you live in the Birchwood commu-
nity of Brambleton, last March it’s like-
ly you received a surprise missive in the 
mail: a notification from Loudoun Coun-
ty about pending changes in the areas 
around Dulles International Airport and 
their designations for decibel levels. 

These areas were approved by a pre-
vious Board of Supervisors. They estab-
lished a one-mile buffer zone, an area 

with the least airplane noise. Louder is 
the 60-65 decibel neighborhood. The 
loudest is designated 65+.

Most of the 65+ area lays to the north 
of the airport in a largely undeveloped 
tract. It’s the residents and businesses 
of the areas to the airport’s west, south, 
and southwest—”Suburban Neighbor-
hood Place Type” and “Suburban Mixed 
Use Place Type”—that will feel the pain 

Neighbors catch Planning Commission’s 
ear on proposed changes to the Dulles  
high decibel-level impact areas
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CALL JOHN.

area where our house is greatly impacted. 
Right now we have no recourse. 

“You live your entire life indoors be-
hind acoustic windows. We paid extra for 
an outdoor living space that we can’t use; 
if you do, you just sit there. I don’t know 
sign language, my fault. This noise should 
not be accepted by this group or anyone 
supporting the constituents of this Coun-
ty. 

“I also flatly reject the notion that you 
have no power over the FAA. You may not 
in your current position, but you do with 
us. So, join us. And let’s go change this.”

The Birchwood Resident: “It’s heart-
breaking to realize that myself and all 
the residents from Birchwood today, and 
nearly 1,800 total future households, 
have purchased their homes most likely 
with the intent to make this their perma-
nent retirement residence. 

“In terms of disclosure, I will share 
with you that at the time of our sale no  
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41980 Gooseberry Lane
Active | Offered at $1,155,000

4 bedrooms | 3 full & 1 half baths
Raspberry Falls

219 Wildman Street NE
Sold Over List Price at $590,000!
3 bedrooms | 2 full & 1 half baths
Town of Leesburg - Exeter Hills

281 High Rail Terrace SE
Contract | Offered at $540,000

3 bedrooms | 2 full & 1 half baths
Crescent Place - Downtown Leesburg

17232 Spring Creek Lane
Sold Over List Price at $1,625,000!

4 bedrooms | 4 full & 2 half baths
Big Spring Farm
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On Tuesday, June 28, the Lees-
burg Town Council approved the 
installation of a Black History mu-
ral, on the east facing wall of the 
Loudoun Museum.

The mural was proposed last 
spring by Carmen Felder, president 
of the 89 Ways to Give Founda-
tion, to highlight the Underground 
Railroad and its significance to 
Loudoun County.

“89 Ways to Give is super excit-
ed to move forward with this proj-
ect,” Felder said. “I feel this mural 
is definitely going to bring tour-
ism to Leesburg and the Loudoun 
Museum while highlighting Black 
history and some of our forgotten 

It’s that time of year – the 
Loudoun County Fair is from July 
26 to July 30. The fair will take 
place at the fairgrounds located 
at 17558 Dry Mill Road, Leesburg 
20175.

On July 26 
don’t miss 
the rab-
bit hopping 
competition 
and dairy 
goat show 
and show-
manship, to 
name a few. 
Stoney Rob-
erts Demolition Derby starts at 7 p.m. 
in the outdoor arena. Each day, Scales, 
Tails, and Teeth presents the Gator Boys 
Road Shows – where the audience will 
see Jimmy Riffle and his crew display 
alligator wrestling and more. Agricadab-
ra runs from July 26 to July 30 and the 
show mixes farm fun and magic. The Bar 
C Ranch Petting Zoo runs continuously 
through the duration of the fair.

July 27 brings the Pig Scramble, where 
the winners get to take home a pig or 
$20 in cash. There’s the Horse Drill Team 
Performance, the egg toss challenge, and 
yum – the Pie Eating Contest at 2:30, 
at the outdoor arena. Don’t forget the 
Sheep Showmanship, and the Rabbit Pa-
rade of Breeds, just to name a few.

The Beef Showmanship event is on 

July 28 early in the morn-
ing. The day offers Tug-
of-War, Horse Demon-
stration by the 4-H Can-
terlopes Club, Kids Ro-
deo, and Milking Demon-
strations and Facts about 
Cows, and so much more. 
Don’t forget there is live 

music by Kyle Lambdin.
Start July 29 with the Alpaca and Lla-

ma Obstacle course at 9 a.m. Don’t forget 
the Alpaca and Llama showmanship, the 
Rabbit Dress Up Competition, the Water-
melon Eating contest at Franny Pavilion, 
the livestock auction and the Ropin’and 
Ridin’ Rodeo pre-show. The True Grit Ro-
deo is both on June 28 and 29.

There is a Firefighter Show, Super 
Farmer Competition, live music by Spen-
cer Hatcher, and Thomas motorsport 
Demolition Derby, and Power Wheels 
Derby on July 30. Also, the Kiss-A-Pig 
winner will be announced.

There are so many fun events at the 
Loudoun County Fair, and for more in-
formation go to https://loudouncounty-
fair.com/schedule/.

Leesburg Town Council 
Approves Black History Mural

It’s Loudoun County 
Fair time

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »

JULY 2022 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 3



BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

“Summer has a flavor like no other. Al-
ways fresh and simmered in sunshine.” 
– Oprah Winfrey

When I was a kid, a typical summer 
day involved me jumping on my bike af-
ter breakfast to explore; maybe I’d head 
over to a friend’s house or to the wooded 
park near my house with a group of bud-

dies. Perhaps I’d catch up 
with another group to play 
a sport. 

My friends and I would 
spend full days outside 
creating great times. And 
when the sun would begin 

to lower, I remember doing whatever 
I could to keep the day and the excite-

ment going. If I had some change in my 
pocket, I’d go to 7 Eleven across town for 
a Slurpee and some sugary bubble gum 
before peddling home as fast as possible 
– for dinner was a nice treat.

Okay, so it’s not the 1970’s anymore, 
and perhaps my recollection of my child-
hood summer days is overly idyllic. It’s 
human nature to romanticize our past, 
and every generation likes to think their 
times were the best times. 

My main point here is not that things 
were better for children in the past, but 
in many ways they were easier. Today’s 
children have so much to contend with; 
and knowing how to simply be in the 
moment to have fun can be a challenge. 

Today’s parents are also tasked with 

so much during the summer – managing 
balanced technology use, busy sched-
ules, camps, sports teams, play dates, 
summer vacations, meals, and other ac-
tivities. Being on top of things is easier 
said than done, especially since the ma-
jority of parents both work full-time.  

Here are 6 tips to consider to ensure 
your child has a great summer.

Create a roadmap for each day for 
your child. Sure, there’s a lot of down 
time for your kids with school being out, 
but children and teens do better with a 
schedule. A schedule gives your child a 
voice and some agency in terms of how 
they spend their time, and what activi-
ties they participate in. 

For younger kids, the schedule can be 

a visual aid on paper, and you can even 
break it down into three parts – morn-
ing, daytime, and evening activities. 

For older kids and teens, talking 
through the day the night before or in 
the morning might be better. When you 
help your child manage their time and 
activities, you’re supporting planning 
skills, problem solving skills, and time 
management skills.

Get your child outside. Research 
has shown that children who spend 
time outside, especially social time with 
their peers, have lower rates of all sorts 
of problems such as ADHD, anxiety, de-
pression, social struggles, and screen 
time/technology use struggles. While 

Proudly featuring:

BY TIM JON

Give me a gloomy day, some moving 
water, and absolute solitude – and I’ll 

be generally happy; the 
day I last visited the site 
in question was certainly 
bountiful in all catego-
ries. The intersection of 
Whites Ferry Road and 
the Potomac River (on the 
Virginia Side, anyway) 

leaves one facing a gently sliding body 
of liquid – dotted with islands, lined with 
mature trees, filled with silt, fish, turtles 
and other critters – and, at the time of 
this writing – provided with all the pri-
vacy one could ask within 40 miles of our 
nation’s capital. 

It wasn’t always like this. Whites Fer-
ry used to be a ‘booming’ place; I’m not 
sure how many commuters (and their 
vehicles) they transported across the 
river at this crossing, but when the busy 
service would temporarily cease during 

potentially dangerous high-water con-
ditions, it was a hot topic for morning 
radio show hosts in Leesburg. 

Now, since my newsroom sat approxi-
mately 15 feet from the live studio at AM 
1200 Wage Radio, and the daily Morning 
Show host could usually look me in the 
eyes through our series of windows, I 
was naturally expected to find out – 
and pronto – “What’s happening with 
Whites Ferry?” 

And the local electrical outages, and 
the road conditions across Loudoun 
County, and the possible school clo-
sures, and, let’s see: who won the local 
pie-baking contest, and did Little Janey’s 
pet bunny rabbit have its babies yet? 
And other more important details which 
I’ve blessedly forgotten. 

So – I got to know some of the folks 
out at the offices of Whites Ferry – and I 
got to appreciate their sometimes gruff 
early-morning bedside manner, which 
made a natural complement to my own. 

But I didn’t have time or opportunity 
to learn much else, besides the name 
of the various Ferries in use: they were 
all summarily dubbed “The Jubal Early” 
after the Confederate Civil War General 
– who, reportedly bore emotional simi-
larities to your everyday, average mule. 

I remember another memorable time 
for the local river ferry service, back in 
the mid-2000’s, the Coast Guard raised 
a fuss over official licensing: Officers 
claimed that the operators at that time 
were running without proper documen-
tation. I recall one particular conversa-

tion that had me envisioning weasels 
from Washington scurrying from shot-
gun fire – but I don’t think it ever came 
to that; the Ferry kept ferrying, the 
G-Men kept threatening, the commuters 
kept commuting, the radio personalities 
had fodder for morning conversation, 
and everybody was pretty much happy. 

And, strange to say, but I look back – 
now – on those times as memories as 
precious as a family Thanksgiving. Yes, I 
miss the tumult of the trials and tribula-
tions of the General Jubal Early. The Fer-
ries bearing the renegade’s name now 
lie as quietly as the original General’s 
remains; an eminent domain, land-use 
squabble has finally stopped operations 
on the famous river crossing service. 

On the morning of this story’s writ-
ing, Whites Ferry’s been quiet for about 
a year; this unprecedented lapse in run-
ning comes after a history dating back al-
most 200 years (my news archive reports  

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 

Whites Ferry

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

TIM JON
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Dr. Mike

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

6 Tips to getting the most out of summer for your kids
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BY ADAM STEVENSON

At the May 10 Purcellville Town 
Council meeting many Purcellville area 
pickleball players showed up to express 
their desire for indoor pickleball court 

facilities – as they have 
been using space at the 
Carver Senior Center.

As the sport has grown, there are 
many local enthusiasts looking to use 
the limited area venues. Recently the 
town staff identified a variety of tempo-
rary housing for indoor pickleball play 
(including Patrick Henry College, and 
the future Fields Farm County Recre-
ation Complex), though Magic Kayhan 
had another idea.

Kayhan, the owner of Olympus Gym 
and a 12.48-acre property immediately 
north of Rt. 7 outside of Purcellville town 
limits on Purcellville Road (a piece of the 

former Warner Brook property), spoke at 
the meeting to express his support of 
pickleball, and proposed constructing a 
pickleball building on his own property 
which is outside of town.

Specifically, he mentioned he would 
like to donate almost 4 acres of his 
property for an indoor pickleball court. 
During his comments he said “I am do-
ing [this] because I know how much sup-
port it’s got … and didn’t know how fast 
it’s growing. So, it would be a great plus 
for the town … as painful as it is to be in 
town, I’m willing to sacrifice that.”

Kayhan acquired his property a few 
years ago, and he hinted that such a do-
nation would be contingent on being an-
nexed into the town – which would sig-
nificantly raise the value of his property 
due to the access of town utilities.

There’s almost an element of 
half-hearted theater in his description of 

annexation into Purcellville as “painful.” 
So “painful,” we are supposed to believe, 
that he would take the time to ask the 
Town Council to seriously consider such 
action – while simultaneously sweeten-
ing the deal through the proposed dona-
tion, and thereby co-opting an interest 
group to align with his private interests.

Unfortunately, if the town council 
were to annex Kayhan’s property, the 
subsequent annexation of Chuck Kuhn’s 
section of the Warner Brook property 
would become much more realistic. And, 
if annexed, Kuhn’s property, presently a 
100 plus acre field, would likely become 
an industrial park.

Here, perhaps, is the central lesson: 
each individual decision a town or city 
makes with regards to annexation has 
ripple effects – second-and third-order 
consequences – that in turn either in-

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

A lick-log is a hollowed-out tree trunk, 
filled with salt that cattle or horses can 

lick. That somehow 
led to its vernacular 
usage today, which 

means nearing the end of negotiations. 
In 1836 the Mexican general Santa 

Ana besieged the Alamo. After a 13-day 
encirclement, his army left its encamp-
ments for a direct assault on the Alamo. 
Davy Crockett supposedly used “down 
to the lick-log” to refer to that impend-
ing fight. Crockett didn’t survive, but the 
phrase did.

“Nearing the end of negotiations” is 
where ZOC and DPZ are with the ZOR.

Without the acronyms, that’s where 
the Zoning Ordinance Committee and 
the County’s Department of Planning 
and Zoning are with the Zoning Or-
dinance Rewrite. The 1,004-page cur-

rent zoning ordinance is based on the 
1993 zoning document which has been 
amended about one hundred times. It 
needed to be replaced with a new ordi-
nance that will be appropriate to 2022 
Loudoun, and which will be easier to use 
and more readable.

Conflict, Compromise and Consensus.

“Appropriate for 2022 Loudoun” 
sounds nice, and implies that it’s an 
agreed-upon concept. It’s not. There are 
scores of things where ZOC members 
don’t agree, some large and some just 
ministerial. Breweries are an example of 
a major and unresolved issue. Some of 
our members relish their success. Oth-
er are furious at the traffic they bring. 
(I’ve suggested a compromise: Require 
special exceptions for any new brewer-
ies, while leaving the current ones alone. 
That would let the Board of Supervisors 

approve new breweries on a case-by case 
basis.)

There are any number of similar issues 
that still pend, especially in western 
Loudoun. We know that now it’s down 
to the lick log.  

The Lick-log Looms

ZOC’s work has to be finished in July 
in order to meet the deadline set by the 
Board of Supervisors. We will send our 
recommendations to the Planning Com-
mission, which will hold meetings and 
hearings before the proposed ordinance 
is finally sent to the full Board for still 
more meetings and hearings. The Board 
hopes to enact the new zoning ordi-
nance in the spring.

Wrapping up its work on the zon-
ing rewrite will be a challenge for ZOC 
and particularly for Staff. For example, 
ZOC once discussed the MDOD and the 

VCOD, but only briefly and without any 
satisfactory conclusions – that’s the 
Mountainside Development Overlay 
District and the Village Conservation 
Overlay District. 

I can’t think of any things that are 
more important to Loudoun’s aesthet-
ic appeal, than our mountains and our 
historic villages like Waterford. Unfortu-
nately, they’ve been given short shrift so 
far. There are also some sections of zon-
ing text that have not yet been drafted, 
and other issues that have not been fully 
resolved.

At the Lick-log

You may have noticed that I’ve not 
talked about cluster subdivisions. They 
are a huge area of concern and debate, 
so much so that they are on a separate 
track as a ZOAM – a Zoning Ordinance 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 »
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Down to the Lick Log

OPINION

A roundabout annexation  
proposal for Purcellville

OPINION

Dear Editor:
Starting in the spring of 2023 West 

Virginia plans to close Rt. 340 at the 
VA/WV state line 
for at least 90 days 
to complete a Rock 

Slide Repair Project.  The WVDOT had 
three options:  a total closure, one 

lane with traffic lights at either end 
to allow for alternating traffic, or two 
very narrow lanes that would need to 
be closed in both directions for an es-
timated 15 minutes per hour. 

 WVDOT seems to have chosen the 
first option, a total closure for the du-
ration of the project.  

The project is needed as the cliff 
face is unstable and people have been 
seriously injured by falling rocks.  

The detour route is going to serious-
ly disrupt traffic in western Loudoun, 
and our friends and neighbors in WV 
will be sitting in gridlock during their 

There is an alternative to closing Rt. 340 

LETTER
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FREE Whole Home
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We’ll Keep Your Life On.

BY LAURA LONGLEY

On June 30, Board of Supervisors Chair 
Phyllis J. Randall (D-At Large) and Ca-
toctin District Supervisor Caleb Kersh-
ner (R-Catoctin) hosted a Rural Town 
Hall at Round Hill Elementary School. 
Blue Ridge Supervisor Tony Buffington 
(R-Blue Ridge) was unable to attend, but 
his senior staff represented him.

Looking around the school’s 
multi-purpose room, you could spot 
brewery and winery owners, viticul-

turists, innkeepers, 
pick-your-own and 
pumpkin patch grow-

ers, conservationists, horticulturists, a 
few farmers who still plant feed crops, 
raise cattle, goats, sheep, pigs, turkeys, 
and chickens for market, and developers 
growing housings on by-right parcels. 

Virtually all of them have a stake in the 
outcome of Loudoun County’s review and 
rewriting of zoning laws, a process soon 
to conclude its public input period. That 
process, well underway, will include fur-
ther reviews, discussions, and approvals 
by the Transportation and Land Use Com-
mission, Planning Commission, Board of 
Supervisors, and many public hearings 

until final approval next spring.

Zoning changes and conservation easements

At this forum, the Supervisors heard 
concerns that will continue to inform 
the zoning rewrite process: protection 
of prime soils for agriculture, current 
zoning law that permits dense, cluster 
development with houses often built on 
prime soils, and conservation easements 

as tools for protecting privately owned 
land. A voluntary legal agreement be-
tween a landowner and a land trust or 
government agency, a conservation 
easement permanently limits uses of 
the land to protect its conservation val-
ues. As the Land Trust Alliance explains, 

landowners retain many of their rights, 
including the right to own and use the 
land, sell it, and pass it on to their heirs. 

Concerned about the impact of pro-
posed zoning ordinances on property 
values and the value of a conservation 
easement, Kershner has asked staff to 
provide further information. “I’m hop-
ing that we can have our cake and eat 
it, too. If we can provide an incentive to 

maximize the use of soils 
and not cause a devalua-
tion, then that’s great.”

Keeping land open with-
out housing developments 
while monetizing the 
property brought the su-
pervisors to the burgeon-
ing business of unmanned 
aerial vehicles for creating 
a “no build” rural economy.

Impact of drones

“We held a drone summit on May 
13, and it was really interesting,” said 
Randall. “Some of these companies are 
building drones, others are teaching 
people how to fly them. I hope it is the 
next large way that we can have econom-

ic growth without having more homes in 
western Loudoun. This is always, always, 
always my goal.”

General audience response to the 
drone idea was lukewarm. Lifelong con-
servationist Al Van Huyck articulated the 
objections of conservationists: “When 
you raise the possibility that you will be 
throwing activities all over, that’s scary 
to me and maybe to others interested in 
agriculture. If we are only interested in 
having nonbuilding, we’re going to lose 
the agricultural community and begin to 
jeopardize our rural tourism.”

Farming’s future

“I would point out,” Van Huyck added, 
“that we’ve only scratched the surface of 
trying to reestablish farming activities 
that were underfunded, and we have lots 
of programs that are available. I look for 
people here today to really come up with 
exciting ideas” to support farming and 
growing.”

His comments and concurring re-
marks from Randall drew a few loud dis-
sents from property owners at the back 
of the room.

Zoning ordinances, conservation easements, prime soils, land use, 
and drones dominate discussions at Rural Town Hall

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

• Sponsor recognition for all 9 Concerts 
+ Independence Day Concert

• Website Banner Ad
• Custom Banner on Gap Stage

• Recognition on Rte. 9 digital message board
• Complimentary admission* for 10 guests

at 9 concerts 
*registration required

Gold Sponsor
$2500 - Limit 4

Silver Sponsor
$1000 

Bronze Sponsor
$500 

• Sponsor recognition for 2 Concerts
• Complimentary admission* for 4 guests

at 2 concerts.

*registration required

Friends of the Series
$100 

• Sponsor recognition for 1 Concert
• Complimentary admission* for 2 guests

at 1 concert.

*registration required

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

           Lawn Opens at 6 p.m.
           Local Beer, Wine, Food

                    The Dead Come Alive!
July 8    Born Cross-Eyed
                       High-Power Brass
July15  Texas Chainsaw Horns
                        Red Hot Blues    
July22     Jon Spear Band
              Afro-Funk BIG BAND
July 29       Chopteeth 
                Next Generation Grass
Aug. 5       Dunlap & Mabe
                       Soul Stirrin’ Rock 
Aug. 12    The Talton Brothers
                     A Touch of Class 

Aug. 19      Appalachian
           Chamber Music Festival
               The Beatles! Beat
Aug.26     Mostly Fab
                 Down-Home Roots 
Sept. 2   Hard Swimmin’ Fish

LoudounNow
PRESENTED BY

Archer Western

The Gap Stage
Hillsboro’s Old Stone School

37098 Charles Town Pike
Hillsboro, Va. 

Featuring The FRUITS of THE GAP
Fresh farm produce, wines from Doukénie    Two Twisted Posts    Walsh    Fabbioli

Craft brews from Old 690 Brewing Company Food trucks MOO-THRU Ice Cream
Scan for more concert info 
& TO RESERVE  VERANDAH 
OR LAWN PICNIC TABLES

FREE!

FRIDAY NIGHTS
Hillsboro’s 

GAP STAGE
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Horse Barns, Arenas, Garages, Metal Buildings,  
Commercial Workshops, Hobby Barns, Site Work & ExcavationSite Work & Excavation,  

Butler Pre-Engineered Buildings, Modular Homes.Builder • Contractor • Excavation

540-338-2306        800-432-3864        Fax: 540-338-3015
P.O. Box 237 • Purcellville, VA 20132 • www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

Visit the Loudoun County Fair  
July 26 - July 30

Building Luxury Equestrian  
Properties, Barns, and Garages  
for Over Forty Years
Over these four decades our mission has remained the same:  
Provide the highest level craftsmanship, customer service and competitive 
pricing. Let us work with you to begin planning your dream structure.  
Call us today.

2022  
LOUDOUN  

COUNTY FAIR  
SUPPORTER

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Despite Loudoun County Planning 
Commission and County Planning 
staff recommendations to deny a de-

veloper’s applica-
tion for the rezon-
ing of 87 acres on 

Fleetwood Road, west of Evergreen 
Mills Road, on June 7, the Board of 
Supervisors gave it a go-ahead. That 
approval allows the developer to ex-
pand the project from 29 single fami-
ly homes to 246 units.

The new number represents an 
eight and a half times housing in-
crease coupled with increased lot 
coverage and reduced setbacks.  
Among the developer’s limited con-
cessions is the inclusion of 32 afford-
able dwelling units and the delay un-
til 2026 of occupancy permits on 70 
units. That delay is intended to allow 
time for infrastructure to catch up to 
construction.

Infrastructure has been a major 
source of concern for Supervisors 

Tony Buffington (R-Blue Ridge) and 
Matthew Letourneau (R-Dulles). Both 
predict overcrowding in the schools, 
particularly given inconsistent esti-
mates from Loudoun County Public 
Schools. They pointed to intensive 
construction already underway in 
this area, and they see road conges-
tion and safety issues ahead due to 
the condition of Fleetwood Road, 
which intersects with Rt. 50. 

“I really am not sure why we seem 
to be pushing so hard to increase 
density in this area with insufficient 
infrastructure, especially roadway 
infrastructure,” Buffington main-
tained. “Fleetwood Road is a rural 
roadway, one lane each way, that has 
a has a lot of cut-through traffic that 
runs north and south from Rt 50.” 
He added that it is not scheduled for 
any improvements by VDOT, such as 
shoulders, gutters, or widened travel 
lanes.

Buffington also pointed to the 
price-controlled housing as in-

sufficient. “I’ve heard a lot of the 
comments … that we’re trying to get 
more affordable housing. Then why 
would only 32 out of the 246 units 
be affordable? And why would we be 
seeking all these setback reductions 
and seeking to increase lot coverage? 
That goes against making things 
cheaper. You build a bigger house, it 
makes it more expensive, not cheaper 
… I think we should keep [the zoning] 
as is for now.”

Letourneau cited earlier Board 
efforts to drive affordability natu-
rally, not just to add affordable units. 
“We recognized [that] Rt. 50 has no 
capacity when you get east, and with 
all these people [who] are going to be 
coming down here, we could throw 
a billion dollars out and we’re not 
going to fix the problems,” he said. “I 
would support higher density here, 
but this is too much. And it’s out of 
sequence. I don’t get it.”

But the four members on the dais 
who supported the rezoning found 

that issues of school capacity, other 
construction in the area, and the 
need for road improvements could be 
overcome. Caleb Kershner (R-Catoc-
tin) noted that the affordable homes 
would be a plus, and, he added, “I 
also know that this particular builder 
has built a number of other develop-
ments within the County that I find 
to be very attractive … I think it will 
be an excellent development.”

Supervisor Mike Turner (D-Ash-
burn) set aside concerns over the de-
veloper’s proffers to vote yes on the 
rezoning. 

The application was approved 4-3-
1-1, with Supervisors Kershner, Turn-
er, Sylvia R. Glass (D-Broad Run), 
and Vice Chairman Koran T. Saines 
(D-Sterling) in favor; Supervisors 
Buffington, Letourneau, and Kristen 
C. Umstattd (D-Leesburg) opposed; 
Supervisor Juli E. Briskman (D-Al-
gonkian) abstaining, and Board Chair 
Phyllis J. Randall (D-At Large) absent. 

Board approves rezoning of 87 acres to add 246 
homes in Blue Ridge District

GOVERNMENT
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Gov. Glenn Youngkin has announced that the num-
ber of employed Virginians expanded to more than 
4.2 million workers in May. Virginia has added nearly 
80,000 since February. Virginia’s unemployment rate 

held steady at 3 percent in May. 
This continues to be below the na-

tional rate, which was unchanged at 
3.6 percent. The Commonwealth’s labor force partic-
ipation rate, measuring the proportion of the civilian 
population age 16 and older that is employed or active-
ly looking for work, rose by 0.3 percent to 63.8 percent 
in May. 

According to BLS household survey data, the number 
of employed residents rose by 18,134 to 4,218,336. In 
recent months, employment growth has accelerated. 

April’s employment growth was the eighth-largest 
monthly increase, while May’s was the tenth-largest 
going back to 1976. The Commonwealth’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate of 3 percent is 1.1 per-
centage points below the rate from a year ago. The labor 
force increased by 17,175 to 4,347,177, as the number of 
unemployed residents decreased by 959 to 128,841.

“I’m encouraged, after one of the worst job recov-

eries from the pandemic in the nation, nearly 80,000 
more Virginians are working today than when I took 
office,” said Youngkin. “Virginia is heading in the right 
direction. We are focused on getting Virginians back to 
work and expanding opportunity across the Common-
wealth. While our labor force participation continues 
to increase, with fewer people working than before the 
pandemic there is still plenty of room for growth.”

“Since the height of pandemic unemployment in 
April 2020, the number of unemployed residents has 
decreased by over 385,500,” said Secretary of Com-
merce and Trade Caren Merrick. “This undoubtedly 
shows that Virginians are getting back to work, and 
that the state economy is improving.”

“The May unemployment rate of 3.0 percent is ap-
proaching the near historically low pre-pandemic un-
employment rate of 2.7 percent,” said Secretary of La-
bor Bryan Slater. “We are also encouraged by the con-
tinued increase of employed Virginians.”

Virginia nonfarm payrolls increased by 7,000 to 
4,044,400 in May. From May 2021 to May 2022, the 
VEC estimates that establishments in Virginia gained 
125,000 jobs, an increase of 3.2 percent. In May, the pri-

vate sector recorded an over-the-year gain of 110,300 
jobs, while the public sector gained 14,700 jobs.

Compared to a year ago, on a seasonally adjusted ba-
sis, nine of eleven major industry divisions experienced 
employment increases while two saw employment de-
creases. The largest over-the-year job gain occurred in 
leisure and hospitality, up 64,000 jobs (+18.8 percent). 

The second-largest over-the-year job gain occurred 
in education and health services, up 20,500 jobs (+3.8 
percent). The third largest over-the-year job gain oc-
curred in government, up 14,700 jobs (+2.1 percent). 

Other job gains occurred in professional and busi-
ness services (+12,500 jobs), trade, transportation, and 
utilities (+8,700 jobs), miscellaneous services (+6,300 
jobs), information (+2,700 jobs), manufacturing (+600 
jobs), and mining and logging (+200 jobs). 

Within Government, Local (+10,400 jobs), State 
(+4,300 jobs), and Federal employment held steady. 
The job losses occurred in finance (-4,200 jobs) to 
205,700 and construction, with a decrease of 1,000 jobs 
to 205,100.

For more details, visit the Virginia Employment 
Commission’s website at vec.virginia.gov.

Loudoun County held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the start of construc-
tion of the Ashburn Recreation and Com-
munity Center on Thursday, June 16. The 

event took place  on 
the future site of the 
facility near the inter-

section of Carolina Wren Drive and Coo-
pers Hawk Drive in Ashburn.

Members of the Board of Supervisors 
and representatives of the Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Community 
Services, which will manage the facility 

when construction is completed, were 
on hand for the ceremonial breaking of 
ground to kick off construction of this 
project.

The project will construct a 
117,000-square-foot recreation and 
community center on Broadlands Bou-
levard, west of the intersection with 
Claiborne Parkway. The two-story facil-
ity includes many features:

Inside Features
•	 50-meter competition pool with 

The new disposable plastic bag tax of 
five cents per plastic bag that was adopt-
ed by the Loudoun County Board of Su-

pervisors earlier this 
year has been effec-
tive since July 1. The 

measure is intended to reduce plastic 
pollution in the region. Shoppers may 
avoid the tax by bringing their own bags 
with them to stores.

The new tax will be collected on pur-
chases made at grocery stores, conve-
nience stores and drugstores county-
wide, including those within the Coun-
ty’s incorporated towns. The tax does 
not apply to restaurants, food banks, 
farmers markets or clothing stores. It 
also does not apply to:

•	 Durable plastic bags that are 
specifically designed and 
manufactured for multiple reuse.

•	 Plastic bags that are solely used 
to wrap, contain, or package ice 
cream, meat, fish, poultry, produce, 
unwrapped bulk food items or 
perishable food items in order to 
avoid damage or contamination.

•	 Plastic bags used to carry dry 
cleaning or prescription drugs.

•	 Multiple plastic bags sold in 
packages and intended for use as 
garbage, pet waste or leaf removal 
bags.

Loudoun County joins other jurisdic-
tions in the region that already have 
adopted a disposable plastic bag tax, in-
cluding Fairfax County, Arlington Coun-
ty and the cities of Alexandria and Fred-
ericksburg. 

A new law passed by the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly in 2021 gives localities the 
ability to enact the tax to help address 

community and environmental issues 
associated with disposable plastic bags. 

Lightweight plastic bags are com-
monly found in waterways as litter and 
remain as a pollutant. Unlike natural 
materials, plastic never completely de-
grades. It breaks down over time into 
tiny pieces called microplastics that can 
end up in food and water and can harm 
wildlife.

Revenues generated by the tax can 
only be spent on programs that address 
litter and pollution or help low-income 
residents obtain durable reusable shop-
ping bags free of charge. In addition to 
supporting the purchase of reusable 
bags for participants in the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program and 
Women, Infants, and Children Program, 
Loudoun County will use the tax reve-
nue to expand existing environmental 

programs, including:
•	 Environmental cleanup initiatives.
•	 Enhanced education and outreach 

programs designed to reduce 
environmental waste and to 
promote recycling.

•	 Programs that mitigate pollution 
and litter, such as expansion of 
the County’s household hazardous 
waste and electronics recycling 
programs.

•	 The Loudoun County 
Department of Economic 
Development is working with local 
businesses to help them prepare to 
collect the tax.

Loudoun County is making plans to 
distribute free reusable bags to residents 
later this summer. More information 
about the initiative is online at loudoun.
gov/BringYourOwnBag.

Plastic Bag Tax in Loudoun effective since July 1

GOVERNMENT

More than 18,000 Virginians employed in May

Ashburn Center groundbreaking marks the start of construction

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT
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Loudoun County 
staff and elected 
officials gathered 

Thursday, June 16 for 
a groundbreaking 

ceremony marking the 
start of construction of 

the Ashburn Recreation 
and Community Center. 

The 117,000-square-
foot facility will be 

located on Broadlands 
Boulevard, west of 

the intersection with 
Claiborne Parkway. 
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703-688-8770

rockwaterfarm.com

When you hire Rock Water Farm you’re 
hiring a team of experts who create 
unique and useful outdoor living areas. It 
all starts with a thoughtful design.

Installing a pool, functional landscape,  
or hardscape can be a big decision. 
That’s why our team is ready to handle 
every detail such as: 

Let us know when you are ready to dive 
in and create the outdoor living area your 
family and back yard deserve.

Plan ahead and beat the summer heat with a 
swimming pool retreat right in your own backyard!

• Design 

• Surveying 

• Permitting

• Automation

• Materials selections

• Budgeting

• Construction

• And more...

S E R V I C E     A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y     Q U A L I T Y     I N T E G R I T Y

Joe Kroboth has been appointed as 
an Assistant Loudoun County Admin-
istrator, announced Loudoun County 
Administrator Tim Hemstreet.

Kroboth has had a lead role in the 
County’s capital construction and 
transportation infrastructure devel-
opment since becoming director of 

the Department 
of Transportation 
and Capital Infra-

structure in 2013. Most recently, he 
has been serving as interim director 
of the Department of Planning and 
Zoning.

“Joe is a proven leader who has 
demonstrated exceptional abili-
ty during his time with the county,” 
said Hemstreet. “I believe his broad 
knowledge of local government, vast 
experience, and outstanding leader-
ship skills will serve the county well 
in his new role as a key member of my 
senior management team.”

As the director of DTCI, Kroboth 
has overseen the planning, land ac-
quisition, design, and construction 
management of dozens of public in-

frastructure projects; has implement-
ed the policies of the Countywide 
Transportation Plan; overseen the 
Loudoun Transit system; coordinat-
ed with outside agencies 
on the design and con-
struction of the Metro-
rail Silver Line extension 
to Loudoun and coordi-
nated the planning and 
programming of trans-
portation improvement 
funding through various 
regional and state part-
ners.

Kroboth’s prior ex-
perience also includes 
a number of positions with the city 
of Hagerstown, Md. and Washington 
County, Md., including director of 
Public Works and director of Fire and 
Emergency Services in Washington 
County.

Kroboth holds a master’s degree in 
business administration from Frost-
burg State University and a bache-
lor’s degree in civil and structural 
engineering from the University of 

Maryland.
In his new position, Kroboth will 

join the other members of the Office 
of the County Administrator in direct-

ing and supervising 
the day-to-day oper-
ations of all Loudoun 
County departments 
and agencies that are 
under the direct con-
trol of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

The Assistant 
County Administra-
tor position became 
available earlier this 
year when Assistant 

County Administrator John Sandy 
was appointed as the County’s Chief 
Financial Officer. 

The  Office of the County Admin-
istrator is the highest-level manage-
ment office of the Loudoun County 
government and also serves as the 
Board of Supervisors’ official liaison 
to the constitutional officers, the ju-
diciary, and state and regional agen-
cies.

Loudoun County has sold $64.7 million in 
general obligation refunding bonds at a favor-
able interest rate of 2.75 percent. 

The County received $6.2 million in premi-
um, which was used to re-
duce the par amount of the 
bonds, and the proceeds will 

go into escrow to pay off the outstanding Se-
ries 2013A GO Public Improvement and Re-
funding Bonds, and the Series 2013C GO Public 
Improvement Bonds.

 As a result of the favorable interest rate re-
ceived, the County achieved budgetary savings 
of approximately $5 million over the remain-
ing 11-year life of the refinanced bonds. 

Three bidders submitted offers for the Coun-
ty’s bonds. Jefferies LLC offered the bid with 
the lowest interest rate, which the county ac-
cepted. This sale follows three other successful 
bonds sales (GO and Economic Development 
Authority) by the County in May 2022. Each 
of those sales also received favorable interest 
rates.

Joe Kroboth appointed Assistant 
Loudoun County Administrator

Loudoun County 
sells refunding 
bonds at 
favorable rate

GOVERNMENT
GOVERNMENT
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U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner and Tim 
Kaine (both D-VA), in June, announced 
the designation of $9,000,000 in federal 
funding to three Virginia-based orga-
nizations helping to provide affordable 
housing and services to low-income in-
dividuals. The funds were administered 

by the United States 
Department of the 
Treasury’s Commu-
nity Development 

Financial Institutions Fund through the 
department’s Capital Management Fund.

“Affordable, safe housing should be 
available to every Virginian,”  the sena-
tors said.  “This funding will allow Vir-
ginia organizations to continue their 

crucial work of securing housing for 
those in need.”  

The funds will be broken down as fol-
lows:

•	 $5,000,000 for the Arlington 
Partnership for Affordable Housing, 
Inc. in Arlington, VA. 

•	 $2,000,000 for AHC Inc. in 
Arlington, VA. 

•	 $2,000,000 for the Piedmont 
Housing Alliance in Charlottesville, 
VA.

This funding comes in addition to the 
nearly  $115 million  in funding for af-
fordable housing in Virginia announced 
earlier this year. Sens. Warner and Kaine 
have long supported efforts to increase 

affordable housing in Virginia. 
The Senators have  introduced  legis-

lation  that would address rising home 
prices, assist first-generation homebuy-
ers, and close the widening wealth and 
homeownership gaps.  Also, Kaine led 
the introduction of the Fair Housing Im-
provement Act of 2022, which would ex-
pand protections under the Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 to include banning discrimi-
nation based on source of income, giving 
more individuals and families access to 
affordable housing and a shot at eco-
nomic mobility.

Sen. Warner has  also been a leader 
in Congress for CDFI investment.  To 
combat the hemorrhaging of jobs and 

economic opportunities during the 
pandemic, Sen. Warner led a biparti-
san group of colleagues  in introducing 
the  Jobs and Neighborhood Investment 
Act. Sen. 

Warner was later able to secure provi-
sions from the bill in the Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Relief Supplemental Appropri-
ations Act of 2021, which was signed into 
law on December 27, 2020, providing an 
unprecedented $12 billion in funding for 
CDFIs. 

Sen. Warner also  introduced  legis-
lation to help unlock more equity and 
long-term financial capital for CDFIs to 
boost economic growth in low-income 
communities.

support local businesses

You dream it, 
we’ll build it.

 ✦ New homes
 ✦ Additions
 ✦ Decks and porches
 ✦ Remodeled kitchens and baths
 ✦ Replacement windows
 ✦ Vinyl & hard siding

35072 Newlin Court, Middleburg

571-283-4919
InnovativeRealtyContracting.com 

Class A Licensed & Insured
INNOVATIVE REALTY SOLUTIONS

INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

Veteran 
owned with 
30 years of 
construction 
remodeling 
experience

PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 12-31-21

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 3/31/22

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

we wonwe wonwe won

bestbest
burgerburger

Darrell’s Barber Shop  
Welcomes

Great haircuts • Friendly conversation
Walk-ins welcomed • Appointments preferred

540-338-9027 
darrellsbarbershop.com

M-F 9-5:30, Sat 7:30-12, Sun closed

Blake Thompson

Advertise in 
our paper. 
Support 

local 
businesses.

Email for info:
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Nearly $124 M available for affordable housing

GOVERNMENT
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support local businesses

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

20 Years of Mechanical Experience • Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned • Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

(410) 707-9978  
biceservicesllc@gmail.com

Be ready to go when  
your grass is ready to grow

TUNE-UP AND 
PRUNE UP

Loudoun County Milling CompanyLoudoun County Milling CompanyLoudoun County Milling Company

• • Double Shreddeed  Double Shreddeed  
Hardwood MulchHardwood Mulch

• • Leaf MulchLeaf Mulch

• • Dyed Black Mulch  Dyed Black Mulch  
& Brown Mulch& Brown Mulch

• • TopsoilTopsoil

• • CulvertsCulverts

• • Plus, all kinds of Wall Plus, all kinds of Wall 
Stone, Flagstone, Stone, Flagstone, 
Garden Path Stone, Garden Path Stone, 
Pea Gravel, Riverjack Pea Gravel, Riverjack 
& Much More& Much More

WE DELIVERWE DELIVER
Mon - Fri 7:30-5Mon - Fri 7:30-5

Mulch Madness
Booking Fast!

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

Targeting  
Loudoun County?

Reach local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832

La
w

n 
& 

La
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

Ex
pe

rts
 

in
 Lo

ud
ou

n 
Co

un
ty

Schedule a FREE  
lawn consultation!

Lawn Care / Maintenance / Mowing
 30+ Years • 750+ Properties 

why mow
when you could

throw?
www.EplingLandscaping.com

Loudoun County is hosting an 
online public meeting to gain input 
from the public on the outcomes of 
the  Russell Branch Parkway: Ash-
brook Marketplace Plaza to Ash-
brook Place  Corridor Study. The 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
July 11, at 6 p.m. Members of the 
community are invited to join the 
virtual meeting to learn, ask ques-
tions and provide feedback on the 
study’s outcomes.

Login information, meeting mate-
rials and speaker sign-up and com-
ment forms are available for review 
at  loudoun.gov/russellbranchpark-
way. Members of the public must 
sign up in advance to ask questions 
during the event by July 8, at 12 p.m. 
Online participants may also send 
questions to the project team as Q 
and A messages, which will be an-
swered during the meeting as time 
allows.

Passenger service on Metrorail’s Silver 
Line extension into Loudoun County is 
one step closer to reality. The Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transportation Au-
thority announced in a news release  June 

23, that it is taking 
control of the Silver 
Line extension, one of 

the final steps in the project’s completion. 
This milestone known as the Opera-

tional Readiness Date marks the point 
where control of the extension is for-
mally transferred from the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority, which 
managed construction of the project, to 
WMATA, which operates Metrorail.

The opening date for passenger service 
will be announced at a later date. Phase 2 
of the Silver Line is expected to open to 
the public approximately 90 to 150 days 
after ORD is announced. 

“I am thrilled the project is moving for-
ward toward opening to the public,” said 
Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis J. Ran-
dall. “Loudoun is ready to see our invest-
ment in this project pay off as Loudoun 
becomes connected to the region by Met-
ro. In addition, we are excited to welcome 

new tourist and visitors from the Wash-
ington, D.C. area to Loudoun.”

“Operational Readiness is a long-await-
ed critical step toward opening Silver Line 
Phase 2,” said Dulles District Supervisor 
Matt Letourneau, who is also a member of 
the Metro Board of Directors. “This action 
allows Metro to begin final testing, train-
ing and staff familiarization on the new 
expansion and the new rail yard, which 
is a major component of this project. I 
appreciate the hard work of staff at the 
Airports Authority and Metro to resolve 
issues and bring us closer to service.” 

Loudoun County is preparing for the 
opening of the Silver Line Metrorail 
Service to and from the Dulles Airport, 
Loudoun Gateway and Ashburn Met-
ro Stations. In this phase, the final 11.4 
miles of the 23.1-mile Silver Line exten-
sion from East Falls Church to Dulles Air-
port was completed. 

The extension of Metrorail will provide 
reliable transportation and an alternative 
to vehicular traffic between the Dulles 
Corridor and Herndon, Reston, Tyson’s 
Corner, Arlington and downtown Wash-
ington, D.C.

When Metrorail service in Loudoun 
begins, Loudoun County Transit will pro-
vide bus routes to and from the Metro-
rail stations. For more information, vis-
it loudoun.gov/silverline.

Getting to Metrorail Stations
When Silver Line Metrorail passenger 

service begins in Loudoun County, riders 
will be able to access the Loudoun Metro-
rail stations in several ways, including by 
bus or car as follows:

Transit Service:  Loudoun County 
Transit will begin new and modified bus 
routes when Metrorail Silver Line service 
begins in Loudoun County. More infor-
mation is provided on the Silver Line Bus 
Routes webpage.

Metrorail Parking Garages:  Loudoun 
County is responsible for the construction 
of three garages to serve two Metrorail 
stations – one at the Loudoun Gateway 
Metrorail Station and two at the Ashburn 
Station Metrorail Station. More informa-
tion is provided on the Metrorail Parking 
Garages in Loudoun County webpage.

More Information about Loudoun 
County Transit

Visit loudoun.gov/riderinformation for 
details about Loudoun County Transit, 
including commuter, local-fixed route, 
metro connection and paratransit bus 
services; planning a trip; service alerts; 
and how to ride safely.

Virtual meeting 
on Russell 
Branch Parkway 
Corridor Study 

Silver Line Metrorail 
coming soon to Loudoun 

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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www.KSAKitchens.com 211 East Main St Purcellville, VA 540-338-2613

On the Nov. 8 ballot, in Purcellville Stanley J. 
“Stan” Milan, Sr. will be running against Joel D. 
Grewe for Mayor. There are six candidates run-
ning for three council seats. Caleb J. Stought, Erin 
K. Rayner, M.F. “Tip” Stinnette, Ronald B. Rise, Jr., 
Carol A. Luke, and Mary F. “Boo” Bennett are run-

ning for Town Council.
Kenneth C. Wine, Vaughn W. 

Stanford, and Brian J. Daskalo-
vitz are running for Mayor in Hamilton. Rebecca A. 
Jones, Catherine E. “Cathy” Salter, Craig M. Green, 
Elena M. Boras, and Amy Barden are running for 
Town Council.

In Hillsboro Mayor and Town Council will be cho-
sen through write-ins.

In the Town of Leesburg, C.B. Kelly Burk is run-
ning against Suzanne D. Fox. For Town Council 
Todd A. Cimino-Johnson, Neil R. Steinberg, Colin 
N. Doniger, John W. Spence, Patrick J. Daly, and Pat-
rick J. Wilt are running to fill three Council seats.

Christopher M. Hornbaker is running unopposed 
for Mayor in the Town of Lovettsville. Followed by 
Robert M. “Bobby” Merhaut, Brandon A. Davis, and 
Jennifer K. Reed for Town Council.

The Town of Round Hill is holding a special elec-
tion to fill a vacant unexpired Town Council seat, 
and the filing deadline is Aug. 19.

The Towns of Round Hill and Middleburg will 
hold their elections in the odd numbered years.

During its June 7, meeting, the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors adopted amendments to the Codified 
Ordinances of Loudoun County, Chapter 207 – Election 
Districts, which updates the county’s election districts. 
The Board adopted the LT-Revised 1 Plan, which was 
developed through a thorough public process over the 
past year.

New Election Districts Balance Population/Representation

The county’s new election districts are the result of a 
process that was informed by the 2020 census and in-
put from the public. The redrawing of election districts 

each decade is required by law. 
The redrawn districts were de-

signed by the Board and members of 
the public to help maintain districts 

in which the number of residents is balanced over the 
next decade. Based on the 2020 census, the population 
of each adopted district ranges between 50,468 and 
54,881 residents. 

Increases and decreases in the populations of each 
adopted district are forecasted to range between one 
and 17 percent of the forecasted 2030 target population 
of each district of 63,300 over the next ten years.

The adopted election districts adhere to the ten 
guidelines established by the Board for the county’s lo-
cal redistricting process:

•	 All districts shall have equal representation.
•	 The plan shall comply with the Voting Rights Act.
•	 All districts must be compact and contiguous.
•	 The census shall be the source of data.

•	 Preserve communities of interest.
•	 Create districts with similar interests among 

communities.
•	 Consider voter convenience and effective election 

administration.
•	 Use geographical or physical features, especially 

arterial roadways, for district and precinct 
boundaries.

•	 Consider all alternative plans presented by 
interested groups and individuals.

•	 When possible, do not split incorporated towns.

New District Name

The Board previously voted to name one newly re-
drawn district as the Little River District. The Blue 
Ridge District name will be retired. The names of the 
county’s seven other election districts, also redrawn, 
will remain the same.

Next Steps

Following the Board’s vote to adopt the new election 
districts, the plan will be submitted for a “Certificate 
of No Objection” from the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, which is a certification process required by law. 
Once certified by the Commonwealth of Virginia, the 
Loudoun County  Office of Elections and Voter Regis-
tration will adjust precincts as necessary and establish 
updated polling places in accordance with adopted 
redistricting plan. Loudoun County’s registered vot-
ers will receive information by mail from the Office of 

Local Town elections 
on the Nov. 8 ballot

BOS adopts new election districts

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 »
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During its June 21, meeting, the 
Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors approved short-term, mid-term 
and long-term recommendations—
except those projects adjacent to the 

Town of Hillsboro 
— to improve safe-
ty and operations 

along Rt. 9 between the West Virginia 
state line and Route 7.

Rt. 9 is in a primarily rural area 
and travels through the Town of 
Hillsboro. The approved road im-
provements are not currently funded; 
however, each improvement has the 
potential to be included in a future 
capital budget.

The Board had also planned for 
additional safety and operational 
studies. The scope of the previous-
ly approved study area for the Rt. 7 
study was shortened. Next, Loudoun 
County will conduct the Rt. 7 (from 
Rt. 690 to the Clarke County line) and 
Rt. 50 Safety and Operational Studies.

Through the study of the corri-
dor, improvement alternatives were 
evaluated through screening tools, 

analysis software and public input. 
The Board determined the preferred 
alternative following partner agency 
meetings and public participation 
that included an online survey to so-
licit feedback. 

The survey results showed mem-
bers of the public preferred the ap-
proved recommendations, which are 
listed below, as well as implementing 
a shared-use path and shoulders 
along the corridor.

Short-Term Recommendations

Short-term recommendations in-
clude installing warning signs, flash-
ing beacons, sight distance vegeta-
tion clearing, chevrons, rumble strips, 
yield markings and improved signage 
at five locations including:

•	 Clarkes Gap Road
•	 Curve East of Sagle Road
•	 Hamilton Station Road
•	 Harpers Ferry Road
•	 Sweet Springs Country Store

Mid-Term Recommendations

Mid-term recommendations in-
clude improving turn lanes at Sweet 
Springs Country Store, Cider Mill 
Road and Purcellville Road and add-
ing law enforcement pull-off areas 
along the corridor.

Long-Term Recommendations

Long-term recommendations at 
ten locations along the corridor in-
clude roundabouts at multiple inter-
sections. The Board prioritized these 
improvements as follows:

•	 Roundabouts at Harpers Ferry 
Road, Cider Mill Road and 
Clarkes Gap Road.

•	 Lane continuity on a road 
segment from Clarkes Gap Road 
to Simpson Circle South and 
right-in/right-out/left-in turn 
lanes at Beacon Hill Road.

•	 Roundabout at Hamilton Station 
Road and eastbound left turn 
lane at Old Wheatland Road.

Background

Currently, Rt. 9 is a two-lane road 

with turn lanes at some, though not 
all, major intersections. The study’s 
initial task was to obtain field data, 
which was collected in May 2019. The 
data included traffic volumes, speeds, 
operational data, and engineering ob-
servations. The study included exten-
sive public involvement and a focus 
group comprised of representatives 
from businesses, homeowner associ-
ations, community organizations and 
some private homeowners.

During its June 2017 Transporta-
tion Summit, the Board of Supervi-
sors initiated the study to identify 
safety and traffic operational issues 
and present recommended solutions 
for consideration. The county worked 
with the public to ensure any pro-
posed improvements along Rt. 9 will 
continue to carry local and commuter 
traffic safely and efficiently while 
preserving the unique context of the 
historical roadway.

For more information about the Rt. 
9 Safety and Operational Study, vis-
it loudoun.gov/route9.

BOS approves recommendations from the Rt. 9 study

GOVERNMENT

Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Reminders
 ● Great savings through 7/27/22 on the 
following:

 ○ 20% off our Add-on Grooming SPAW 
Package (PLU 89463)

 ○ $5 off OptimPlus dog and cat food 
with PPC card

 ○ 25% off select Bettas with PPC card
 ● Check our store board for rescue events 

Wishing everyone the spirit of July 4th 
throughout the month and summer!
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Loudoun County, in partnership 
with the Prevention Alliance of 
Loudoun, will host the inaugural 

Summer Well-
ness Fest on 
Saturday, July 9, 
from 10 a.m. un-

til 2 p.m. at the Sterling Commu-
nity Center, 120 Enterprise Street 
in Sterling.

The Summer Wellness Fest is 
free and open to everyone and all 
ages. The event will feature music, 
food trucks, games, arts and crafts, 
and a variety of health and well-
ness vendors to offer members of 
the community the opportunity to 
learn about and connect with ser-
vices over the summer.

Some of the participating agen-
cies, organizations and vendors 
include:

Loudoun County and PAL host 
Summer Wellness Fest July 9

COMMUNITY

WinesPacific Northwest

July 27th at 7pm  •  $125 All Inclusive

 tuskies.com • 703 771 9300
203 Harrison Street Leesburg, VA 20175

DINNER

•	 Aria Yoga and Wellness 
Center

•	 Bach to Rock
•	 Bike Loudoun
•	 Brown Beauties, LLC
•	 Equality Loudoun
•	 Global Local
•	 Inova Community Health
•	 Inova Nutritional Programs - 

Healthy Plate Club
•	 Just Neighbors
•	 Loudoun Abused Women’s 

Shelter
•	 Loudoun County Department 

of Family Services
•	 Loudoun County Department 

of Mental Health, Substance 
Abuse, & Developmental 
Services

•	 Loudoun County Fire & 
Rescue

•	 Loudoun County Health 

Department
•	 Loudoun County Public 

Schools
•	 Loudoun Literacy Council
•	 Mr. Falafel Inc.
•	 Northern Virginia 

Community College
•	 Prevention Alliance of 

Loudoun (PAL)
•	 PAL Youth
•	 Recovery Centers of  

America
•	 Row House
•	 Sterling Library
•	 STREST, LLC: The Stress 

Reduction Spot
•	 The Arc of Loudoun
•	 Veterans Moving Forward
•	 Virginia Department of 

Health - Tobacco Control 
Program

Reach your local market.          Advertise with us. Email us at advertise@blueridgeleader.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy has announced 
the appointment of three new board members: Jay 
Frankenfield, Scott Harris, and Pat Whittle. This 

brings the number of board mem-
bers to 14. Our board members 
determine and support the mis-

sion and purpose of Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy.
Frankenfield is a 20-year Loudoun resident orig-

inally from Bucks County, Pennsylvania.    He has 
been with Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation 
District for 15 years as a Conservation Specialist 
focusing on implementing the Virginia Agricultural 
Buffer-Maintenance Practice program. 

He serves on the Agricultural and Forestal District 
Advisory Committee and the John M. Rowley Goose 
Creek Land Conservation Fund.  He also volunteers 
his time as a member of the Lucketts Ruritans.  He 
completed studies at the University of Richmond, 
Penn State, and Virginia Tech.

Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy 
announces new 
board members

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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It is hard to believe, but students will be back in 
school at the end of August, and some children will 
head back to the classroom without the necessary 
supplies. 

The Purcellville Police Department, in partnership 
with the Purcellville Cannons, will be supporting local 

students by collecting much-need-
ed supplies, in July through Aug. 10. 

The Purcellville Police Depart-
ment will have a collection box in the lobby for resi-
dents to donate school supplies. 

On July 8, members of the Purcellville Police Depart-
ment will be participating in a Collection Kickoff event 
at the Purcellville Cannons game scheduled for 7 p.m., 
with gates opening at 5:30 p.m. 

There will be multiple drop boxes, an information ta-
ble, and free Slurpee coupons for the first fifty attendees 
to donate supplies. The Cannons will also continue to 
collect school supplies at each home game in July, with 
collection boxes located at the stadium entrance.

 Donations can be dropped-off at the Purcellville Po-
lice Department headquarters located at 125 Hirst Road, 
Suite 7A, on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the month of 
July through Aug. 10. 

If residents plan on completing their back-to-school 
shopping during the Virginia “Back to School” sales tax 
holiday weekend, it will take place Friday, Aug. 5, through 
Sunday, Aug. 7.  Items most needed for collection are listed 
below. Only new items will be accepted.

Purcellville police and Cannons 
collecting school supplies

COMMUNITY

 
 On Saturday, July 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 

p.m., the Purcellville Police Department 
will partner with Giant, located at 1000 
E Main Street, Purcellville, to “Cram our 
Cruisers” with non-perishable foods for lo-
cal food pantries. 

All donations will be shared with local 
food pantries to support 
community members in 
need. Items requested 

include hygiene products (toothpaste, soap, 
shampoo, conditioner, sanitary napkins, 
baby wipes), infant supplies (baby formu-
la, cereal, diapers), canned meats, canned 
fruits & veggies, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, 
peanut butter, snacks for kids (juice boxes, 
applesauce, granola bars), condiments, and 
even spices.

Please be sure to check all expiration 
dates before donating new, unopened items. 
We want to ensure all the food provided is 
safe to be shared with the community.

Cram the 
cruiser to 
prevent hunger 

COMMUNITY

z
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28

T H U R S D A Y

AT 6:30 PM

July

ITALIAN
WINE DINNER

$125 pp all inclusive

1 9 8  N .  2 1 s t  S t r e e t  P u r c e l l v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  2 0 1 3 2   
 M a g n o l i a s M i l l . c o m    |    5 4 0 . 3 3 8 . 9 8 0 0

Italy is a diverse mixture of cultures and terrains that produce a bountiful
assortment of culinary treasures and legendary wines.

Chef Ian’s long history with Italian cuisine will provide unique
takes on classic dishes. Join us on a proverbial Mediterranean

cruise of delightful Italian ports where each stop will reveal a new
epicurean experience. 

Visit www.PurcellvilleWineAndFood.com for tickets & info.

•	 Large middle and high 

school backpacks 

•	 Regular size elementary 

backpacks  
•	 As a reminder, schools 

in our area do not 
allow students to use 

wheeled backpacks. 

Gender-neutral colors 

are preferable for all 

grade levels. 
•	 Ball point pens (blue or 

black) 
•	 Binders (1” – 2”) 
•	 Colored Pencils (12 ct.) 

•	 Composition Books 
(college & wide-ruled) 

•	 Crayons (24 ct.) 
•	 Dry Erase Markers 

•	 Glue Bottles 
•	 Glue Sticks 
•	 Lined Index Cards  

(3” x 5”)  

•	 Loose-Leaf Paper 
(college) 

•	 Markers (broad-tip, 8 

ct.) & (thin-tip, 10 ct.) 

•	 #2 Pencils 
•	 Pencil Sharpeners 

•	 Wedge Erasers (latex-

free) 
•	 Plastic Folders (with 

bands) 
•	 Plastic Supply Boxes  

(8” x 5”) 
•	 Blunt-Tip Safety 

Scissors 
•	 Pointed Safety Scissors 

•	 Sticky Notes 
•	 Spiral Notebooks 

(college & wide-ruled) 

•	 Subject Dividers for 
Binders 

•	 Yellow Highlighters 

•	 Zippered Pencil 
Pouches (for 3-ring 
binders) 

School Supply Donation List: 

20	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 JULY 2022



NOVA Parks and philanthropists Chuck and Sta-
cy Kuhn conducted a deed signing event, on June 
28, at Springdale, a 128-acre property the Kuhns 
have donated to the inter-regional parks agency. 

Springdale Regional Park is 
near Point of Rocks off of Rt. 15 
and the Potomac River. Part of 

the property is comprised of 150 acres that was 
previously acquired by NOVA Parks from Robert 
and Kristin Santone, in 2015. The park will now be 
comprised of a total of 278 acres, with the Kuhns’ 
128-acre donation. 

To date the Kuhns have put more than 22,000 
acres in conservation easement. “We are living in 
one of the best counties in the world,” said Kuhn.

The purchase of the property, which overlooks 
the Potomac River in Loudoun County, was possi-
ble through the Kuhns’ donation of half the value 
of the land ($900,000) and an equal grant from the 
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

The LWCF is a federal program which provides 
50 percent matching funds to state agencies and 
localities for the acquisition and development of 
outdoor recreation resources.

The Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation deemed the property eligible for this 
federal grant because it met the criteria of the Vir-

ginia Outdoors Plan goals for land conservation. 
The VOP aims to protect undeveloped land and 

waterways that provide essential benefits to soci-
ety, such as clean air, clean water, food, fiber, open 
space for recreation, and a sense of place. 

The VOP prioritizes land along major rivers, like 
the Potomac.

The purchase saves the property from residential 

development and offers the 
opportunity to enhance the 
natural habitat and to offer 
future families to visit the park, 
experience nature, and learn 
about its rich history. 

NOVA Parks will be working 
on improving and restoring 
the natural systems – such as 

stream restoration and some reforestation. Bud-
geting and permitting for the creation of amenities 
needed to open the park to the public will take a 
few years.

The property was once an important area for 
Native Americans, who fished along the nearby 
Heater’s Island.

Kuhns donate 128-acre property to NOVA Parks 

COMMUNITY

You have better things to do than to 
become an expert in lawn care science. 
We’re professional 
lawn care experts. 
We’ll make sure your 
lawn is the envy  
of the neighbors.
You can spend  
your time  
admiring and 
enjoying the 
rewards.

703-436-8879 
CallTurfsUp.com

We’re lawn care experts!

Our process is simple:
• Soil Testing
• Fertlize & Micronutrient Treatments
• Crabgrass & Broadleaf Weed Control Treatments
• Grub Control

Get ready to enjoy your lawn. Call us at 703-436-8879 
or contact us on our website at CallTurfsUp.com

L to R: Chuck Kuhn, Stacy Kuhn, and Chair of the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors Phyllis Randall.

“We are living 
in one of the best 
counties in the 
world.”

— Chuck Kuhn 
Loudoun County 

Philanthopist
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Members honored at the Upperville Colt and Horse Show 
Four members of the Upper-

ville community were honored on 
Grand Prix Sunday at the Upper-
ville Colt and Horse Show on June 
12, presented by MARS Equestri-
an™. Gov. Glenn Youngkin de-
clared June 6-12 Upperville Colt 
and Horse Show Week across the 
Commonwealth, while First Lady 
Suzanne Youngkin presented 
the first ever Spirit of the Horse 
Award.

  Youngkin issued a proclama-
tion at the horse show honoring 
the show as the oldest horse show 
in America and announcing June 
6-12 as Upperville Colt and Horse 
Show Week across the Common-
wealth, recognizing the Upper-
ville Colt and Horse Show’s long 
history and bright future as a 
leader in horse welfare, education 
and world-class competition. UCHS President Joe Fargis 
accepted the proclamation on behalf of the horse show’s 
Board of Directors.

Suzanne Youngkin presented the inaugural Spirit of 
the Horse Award to UCHS Board Member Dorothy “Pun-
kin” Lee in recognition of her decades long service to the 
Upperville Colt and Horse Show, the horse industry in 

Virginia, and to the community at large. 
Lee, who has served on the UCHS Board of Directors 

for 25 years, is the founder and owner of Journeymen 
Saddlers in Middleburg, and is deeply involved in a mul-
titude of community organizations, such as the Middle-
burg Business and Professional Association, the Virginia 
Fall Races, and the National Sporting Library and Mu-

seum.
UCHS President Joe Far-

gis presented the President’s 
Award to Tommy Lee and Di-
ane Jones in recognition of 
their invaluable commitment 
and loyalty to the horse show. 
From the tractors to the flow-
ers to maintaining the historic 
show grounds, there is not one 
acre of land not touched by the 
Joneses. 

The President’s Award is 
awarded annually to a member 
or members of the community, 
chosen by the UCHS President, 
in recognition of their stead-
fast dedication and service to 
the Upperville Colt and Horse 
Show.

Joe Fargis received the Ran-
dolph Perpetual Trophy, given 

annually by the Bonnie Family to the person who has 
made an outstanding contribution to the Upperville 
community. The Upperville Colt and Horse Show has 
grown into its modern form due to the leadership and vi-
sion of Fargis, who has also garnered numerous national 
and international showjumping victories in a long and 
storied career, including two Olympic gold medals.

 
Evelyn Clark Allstate Agency  C2 Operations  Heartland Foods  LeafGuard  Power Home Remodeling  Wegmans Food Market 

From L to R: Gov. Glenn Youngkin, Dorothy “Punkin” Lee, and First Lady Suzanne Youngkin. 
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3100 Shawnee Drive
Winchester, VA  22601

(540) 662-3100

7940 Woodruff Court
Springfield, VA  22151

(703) 321-8500

44031 Ashburn Shopping Plaza #261
Ashburn, VA  20147

(703) 720-5163

WINDOWS

DOORS

SIDING 

CABINETS

COUNTERTOPS

WWW.MSBS.NET

Groundbreaking for Adam’s Bike 
Park in Purcellville held June 1

On June 1, the Town of Purcellville and the Caudill 
family held a groundbreaking ceremony for Adam’s 

Bike Park. The ceremony was held 
at the site of the new bike park near 
the water tower at 311 N. Maple Av-

enue. 
The bike park is named in memory of Adam Caudill, 

a 15-year-old boy who tragically lost his life in 2021. 
Adam loved to ride his red bike through Purcellville.  
The ceremony, was held on his 17th birthday, and in-

cluded a blessing of the land, remarks 
from friends and family, the ground-
breaking, and a chance for guests to 
share a message on a banner that will 
be displayed at the park. Attendees 
wore red, which was Adam’s favorite color.

When completed, Adam’s Bike Park will 
be accessible from North Maple Avenue 
and from the W&OD Trail. The park will in-
clude ramps and pathways for non-motorized, 

2-wheeled bicycles. 
The bike park will honor the memory of this young 

man, and provide a new park for Purcellville resi-
dents that will encourage young people to get out-
side and enjoy cycling. 

COMMUNITY

With more than 90 percent of all 
trade traveling by sea, and 95 percent 
of the world’s international phone 

and internet traffic 
carried through fiber 
optic cables lying on 

the ocean floor, Navy officials contin-
ue to emphasize that the prosperity 
and security of the United States is 
directly linked to a strong and ready 
Navy.

“Our unit at Auburn is having as 

many of us as they can go to com-
mands this summer to see how every-
thing is run. 

“We don’t get to experience the 
Navy the same way that some of the 
Academy kids do. We still learn what 
is required of us to become commis-
sioned officers, but we live normal 
lives outside of our training days, so 
seeing what life is like on Truman has 
brought a lot of things to light for me. 

“I’ve loved getting to know every-

one aboard, especially the sailors in 
the reactor department. They are all 
so witty and smart, amazing people 
all around,” said Midshipman 1st Class 
Sam Payne from Purcellville, a student 
at Auburn University.

The Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike 
Group is on a scheduled deployment 
in the U.S. Naval Forces Europe area 
of operations, employed by U.S. Sixth 
Fleet to defend U.S., Allied and Part-
ner interests. 

Purcellville native serves aboard USS Harry S. Truman

COMMUNITY

Midshipman 1st Class Sam Payne, from Purcellville, 
shoots a CO2 fire extinguisher on a weather deck aboard 
USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) on June 4. Photo: Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Jack Hoppe.
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The Loudoun Economic Develop-
ment Authority and Department of 
Economic Development have an-
nounced the opening of applications 
for the Third Annual Loudoun In-
novation Challenge business pitch 

competition, which 
will award a total 
of $150,000 to busi-

nesses dedicated to investment in 
Loudoun County. The initial applica-
tion period will remain open until July 
28. 

  For more information and this 
year’s application, please vis-
it LoudounInnovationChallenge.com. 

 “The EDA’s goal with the Loudoun 
Innovation Challenge is to promote 
entrepreneurship by investing a to-
tal of $150,000 into six trend-set-
ting companies,” Chairman Bernard 
Mustafa explained. “Every successful 
business starts with a good idea and 
the funding to make it happen. Fresh 
ideas are always worthy of invest-
ment, and we’re excited to support 

the next generation of homegrown 
entrepreneurs.” 

 This is the third year for the Chal-
lenge, funded through revenue gener-
ated from the EDA’s tax-exempt bond 
financing, which supports commer-
cial development in Loudoun.  

  Following a new format this year, 
the 12 selected finalists will make 
their presentations for funding at a 
live, in-person pitch event on Sept. 
24. Winners will be announced at Seg-
ra Field during the Loudoun United FC 
vs. Detroit City matchup on Oct. 1. 

  Winners for this year’s challenge 
will be selected from the following 
categories: 

•	  Innovation Challenge Grand 
Prize Winner ($40,000): the 
business with the top overall 
scores, regardless of industry. 

•	 Agri-Tech Innovation 
($25,000): businesses 
developing technology that 
improves yield, efficiency or 
profitability for agriculture, 

horticulture or aquaculture 
businesses and growers. 

•	 Information and 
Communications Technology 
Innovation ($25,000): businesses 
providing technology that allows 
people and organizations to 
better interact with the digital 
world. 

•	 Clean Energy Innovation 
($25,000): businesses developing 
renewable, less environmentally 
invasive forms of power, 
including solar, wind, water, 
geothermal, bioenergy, natural 
gas and nuclear. 

•	 Highly-Specialized 
Manufacturing Innovation 
($25,000): businesses improving 
quality control, shop floor 
management, inventory 
management and worker training 
processes and designs, which 
increase quality or productivity. 

•	 People’s Choice Award 
($10,000): the business that 

receives the most votes from 
attendees at the live pitch event. 

 “We are expecting this year to be 
the largest and most competitive 
field of applicants for the Innovation 
Challenge,” Loudoun Economic De-
velopment Executive Director Buddy 
Rizer said. “Over the past two years, 
this contest has introduced us to out-
standing innovators in every industry 
and corner of the county, resulting in 
a plethora of #LoudounPossible suc-
cess stories.” 

 “We’re excited to meet this year’s 
applicants and see what the future 
holds the entrepreneurs and innova-
tors in our county.” 

  Applicant businesses are not re-
quired to have a real estate pres-
ence in the county, but winners must 
prove their commercial investment in 
Loudoun before funding is received. 

For more information, and to apply 
by July 28, go to LoudounInnovation-
Challenge.com.  

Third annual $150,000 “Shark Tank” 
business pitch competition

COMMUNITY

• Free on-site consultation

• Competitive pricing and can 
help with financing

• Built to your specifications

• No cheap or discount 
materials— but still offer the 
most competitive pricing in 
the industry

• Where honesty, Integrity, and 
quality still matters

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA

www.customgaragesofvirginia.com

Do you have a dream?  
Let us help you build it!

888-919-4797

CUSTOM GARAGES
OF V IRG INIA
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Loudoun photographer Philip Ulanowsky 
will present an introduction to black-and-
white film photography at the Purcellville 
Library on Saturday, July 16, from 2 to 3:30. 
The program is titled, “Film Photography Re-
bounds: An Introduction to the Art and Craft 
of the Silver Print.”

Prompted by the significant resurgence of 
film photography over recent years, he will 
share his expertise in what has been his pas-
sion since age 16 and became his profession 
for more than 30 years, “everything from pho-
tojournalism to architecture, and lots in-be-
tween.” He now concentrates on natural light 
portraiture.

“Film has become part of a ‘retro’ fad,” said 
Ulanowsky, “but many people are discovering 
reasons for deeper exploration and engage-
ment. In fact, a number of professionals and 
former film enthusiasts are returning to film. 
The special beauty of fine black-and-white is 
resonating with a growing number of them.”

Complementing his presentation with vi-
suals, Ulanowsky will speak to the reasons 
for film’s rebound and what B and W has to 
offer. After an overview of the film-to-print 
process, he will dig in to identify the wide ar-
ray of creative decisions available in each of 
six steps along the way that allow shaping the 
composition and tonal scale to achieve the 
artist’s desired result. 

Choice of film and camera format, the rela-
tionship of lenses to perspective, and options 
in making the fine photographic print are in-
cluded. Said Ulanowsky, “People are amazed 
at the flexibility of the process, and at how 
much can go into making a fine print.”

Along with the presentation, some original 
prints will be on display, as well as samples 
of film negatives and an old-fashioned view 
camera that uses 4x5-inch film. Ulanowsky 
says he has timed his presentation to leave 
at least a half-hour for questions afterwards. 
“That’s the part I like best,” he said.

• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Beat  
the heat!

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

 Enjoy great food and drink at 
the Purcellville Wine and Food 
Festival on Saturday, July 16 in 
the historic Dillon’s Woods at 
the Fireman’s Field Complex. Lo-
cal wineries and vineyards will 

be sampling a 
wide array of 
varietals help-
ing you taste 

and learn about each one. Bring 
your family and friends to enjoy 
the beautiful outdoors and all 
that this event has to offer.

This year’s festival has a vari-
ety of vendors including winer-
ies, food purveyors, artisans, and 
brewing companies. There will 
also be live music, face painting, 
caricature drawing, corn hole, 
and other activities.

General admission tickets to 
the Purcellville Wine and Food 
Festival are $5 ($10 at the gate) 
and include entry to the festival 
and a souvenir glass. Wine tast-
ings, glasses and bottles of wine  

will be sold by participating win-
eries. 

Enhance your experience by 
purchasing a VIP table for $250 
which includes admission for six, 
a table for six, three bottles of lo-
cal wine, six souvenir glasses, ear-
ly entry to the festival, and other 
goodies. Purchase tickets or a VIP 
table at  www.PurcellvilleWine-
AndFood.com. Make your visit a 
weekend and stay local.

 The Purcellville Wine and Food 
Festival is hosted by the Town 
of Purcellville and sponsored 
by Visit Loudoun, Harris Teeter, 
Sengpiehl Insurance Group - 
Allstate, Bank of Clarke County, 
Carrington Homes, Valley Ener-
gy, and the Purcellville Business 
Association. In-kind donations 
have been provided by the Bush 
Tabernacle, KP3, and the Western 
Loudoun Farmers Market. 

For more information about 
the festival, visit  www.Purcell-
villeWineAndFood.com.

Tickets on sale for 
Purcellville Wine  
and Food Festival  

COMMUNITY

  

Good Shepherd  
Episcopal Church 

invites you to a  
FREE community event  

Just Because It’s July 
FREE grilled chicken & hot dogs (and sides)  

FREE ice cream sundaes & music  
 

Saturday July 23 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
 

... to celebrate National Ice Cream Month,  
National Grilling Month, and National Hot Dog Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship in the Woods on Sunday mornings at 11:00 
With the Rev. Deborah Rutter and the Rev. Martha Clark 

 

27 Good Shepherd Road, Bluemont, VA 
(just west of the Appalachian Trail in the Village of Pine Grove, Clarke County)   

Come as you are. All are welcome!  
www.goodshepherdbluemont.com |540-252-5825 

Ulanowsky offers intro to black and 
white film photography, July 16

Reach your local market.
Advertise with us. 
Email us at 
advertise@blueridgeleader.com.
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SUMMER SPECIAL

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has announced 
that Hanley Energy, Irish-owned glob-
al innovators in Critical Power and 
Energy Management solutions, will 

invest $8 million to 
expand its Hanley 
Energy Electrical di-

vision in Loudoun County. 
The company will open a new facil-

ity at 44381 Russell Branch Parkway 
in Ashburn to meet the increasing 
demand for installation and service 
of its equipment serving the growing 
data center market. The project will 
create 343 new jobs, including electri-
cians and apprentice electricians.

“Virginia has emerged as one of 
North America’s premier locations 
for technology, and Loudoun County 
is the epicenter of the data center in-
dustry. This contribution is a perfect 
fit for Hanley Energy and its vital ser-
vices that keep this sector growing,” 
said Youngkin. “From establishing its 
U.S. headquarters and expanding its 
Hanley Energy Electrical division, the 
company continues to grow its foot-
print in the Commonwealth and rein-
force our many industry advantages.”

“Hanley Energy chose Virginia as 
the site of its U.S. headquarters more 
than five years ago, thanks to Loudoun 
County’s global reputation as a data 
center destination,” said Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade Caren Merrick. 
“The company’s decision to again ex-
pand its capacity is a testament to the 
region’s business climate, infrastruc-
ture, and strong tech talent pipeline, 
which continues to attract and retain 
high-caliber corporate partners. We 
thank Hanley Energy for its continued 
investment and creating 343 quality 
jobs in Loudoun County.” 

“I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank Governor Youngkin for 
taking the time to speak with senior 
leadership of Hanley Energy recently,” 
said Hanley Energy CEO, Clive Gilm-
ore. “We are greatly looking forward 
to moving into our new facility next 
month. This impressive facility will 
increase our output, range of products, 
and services to our ever-growing U.S. 
market. Additionally, I am delighted 
to announce that this manufacturing 
facility will expand our workforce by a 
further 300 plus staff. Another ‘Good 
News’ story for Virginia and Loudoun 
County.” 

“It’s been incredibly exciting to 
watch Hanley Energy grow in Loudoun, 
from establishing their U.S. headquar-
ters here in 2016 with 20 employees 

through this expansion to a new lo-
cation and 343 new jobs. Hanley has 
been able to leverage the density of 
‘Data Center Alley’ into a thriving and 
growing business,” said Loudoun Eco-
nomic Development Executive Direc-
tor Buddy Rizer. “Clive Gilmore and 
his team have been great community 
partners, and we appreciate their con-
tinued investment in Loudoun Coun-
ty.”

“I’m thrilled that Hanley Energy has 
chosen Loudoun County to expand 
their operations, bringing 343 skilled 
jobs to the region,” said Senator John 
J. Bell. “We have a highly skilled work-
force in Northern Virginia and this 
development will continue to provide 
opportunities and experience in a rap-
idly growing industry …” 

“We’re excited to have Hanley Ener-
gy expand in Loudoun’s Data Center 
Alley. Their decision to make another 
investment in Loudoun, creating 343 
new jobs, highlights that Loudoun is 
still one of the top destinations for 
data centers in the nation,” said Dele-
gate David Reid. “With over 70 percent 
of the world’s internet traffic flowing 
through Loudoun’s data centers, our 
nearby D.C. Wine Country in western 
Loudoun, and our diverse communi-
ties, Hanley Energy will continue to 
find a welcoming environment.” 

Hanley Energy has been operating 
at its headquarters in Ireland for 13 
years and established its United States 
headquarters in Loudoun County in 
2016. Hanley Energy Electrical, which 
is the service arm of Hanley Energy, 
opened in 2020.

The company’s core capabilities 
cover the design, build, and commis-
sion of turnkey mission-critical solu-
tions, delivering secure and reliable 
power from the grid all the way to 
the Hyperscale Data Center IT rack. 
Hanley Energy’s advisory capability 
guides customers through the chal-
lenges of technology transformation, 
allowing the realization of operation-
al efficiencies underpinned by lifecy-
cle management, service, and mainte-
nance. 

The Virginia Economic Devel-
opment Partnership worked with 
Loudoun County to secure the project 
for Virginia and will support Hanley 
Energy’s job creation through the Vir-
ginia Jobs Investment Program, which 
provides consultative services and 
funding to companies creating new 
jobs in order to support employee re-
cruitment and training activities. 

Hanley Energy to 
expand in Loudoun

COMMUNITY
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Harris graduated with two 
degrees from Georgia Tech 
and in 2009, along with his 
wife Becky, founded Catoc-
tin Creek Distilling Compa-
ny—the first legal distillery 
in Loudoun County since be-
fore Prohibition.  

Today they sell their 
award-winning Virginia rye 
whisky in over 40 states and 
8 countries. In his spare time, 
he has embraced the role of 
citizen scientist, immersing 
himself fully in birding.   A 
frequent participant in local 
bird walks and advocacy for 
wild spaces, Harris endeav-
ors to spend time birding 
every single day.   There is 
no kingfisher, kingbird, or 
kinglet that is safe from his 
checklist.

Whittle has lived most of 
her life in the Washington, 
DC area, moving with her 
family to Loudoun in 1997. 
She has always had an inter-
est in nature. She had an or-
ganic garden in high school, 
led the creation of a bluebird 
trail on the golf course at her 

college, and spent several 
years monitoring the trail on 
the golf course at Algonkian 
Regional Park. 

Degreed in both biology 
and computer science, she 
has worked as a high school 
biology teacher, a software 
engineer, a homeschool 
mom, a Latin teacher, and 
an artist. Studying birds and 
learning more about the im-
portance of native plants 
are her current pursuits. She 
is working on converting a 
steep slope on her property 
from a giant swath of John-
songrass to a wildflower 
meadow.

Loudoun Wildlife Conser-
vancy is a non-profit orga-
nization whose vision is to 
make Loudoun a place where 
people and wildlife thrive 
together. Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy’s board mem-
bers embody their mission 
and inspire, motivate, and 
engage people to protect, 
preserve, and restore wildlife 
habitat.

For more information go 
to https://loudounwildlife.
org/.

WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

Inova Loudoun Hospital Mobile 
Health Services for July

Inova Loudoun Hospital Mobile Health Ser-
vices will be providing countywide blood pres-
sure screenings at a variety of locations during 
the month of July. The screenings are free. For 

further information call the Mobile Health ho-
tline at 703-858-8818 or visit  www.inova.org/
mobilehealth.  

Monday, July 4, 10 a.m. to noon
Town of Leesburg Independence  
Day Parade
Ida Lee 

Tuesday, July 5, 9 a.m. to noon
Dulles South Multipurpose Center
24950 Riding Center Dr., South 
Riding
BP Screenings

Wednesday, July 6, 10 a.m. to 
noon
Leesburg Senior Center
102 North St. North West, Leesburg
BP Screenings

Saturday, July 9, 6 to 10 p.m.
Polo in the Park, Morven Park
41580 Sunday Morning Lane, 
Leesburg
First Aid and Cooling Station 

Tuesday, July 12, 10 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center

21060 Whitfield Place, Sterling
BP Screenings

Wednesday, July 13, 10 a.m. to 
noon
WaltonWood
44141 Russell Branch Pkwy., 
Ashburn
BP Screenings

Saturday, July 16, 6 to 10 p.m.
Polo in the Park, Morven Park
41580 Sunday Morning Lane, 
Leesburg
First Aid and Cooling Station

Tuesday, July 19, 10 a.m. to noon
Ashburn Senior Center 
20880 Marblehead Dr., Ashburn
BP Screenings

Wednesday, July 20, 10 a.m. to 
noon
Wingler House
30900 Runnymeade Terr., Ashburn

BP Screenings

Saturday, July 23, 6 to 10 p.m.
Polo in the Park, Morven Park
41580 Sunday Morning Lane, 
Leesburg
First Aid and Cooling Station

Tuesday, July 26, 10 a.m. to noon
Cascades Senior Center
21060 Whitfield Place, Sterling
BP Screenings

Thursday, July 28, 10 a.m. to noon
Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville
BP Screenings

Saturday, July 30, 6 to 10 p.m.
Polo in the Park, Morven Park
41580 Sunday Morning Lane, 
Leesburg
First Aid and Cooling Station 
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many children enjoy being outside, some 
are not comfortable with that idea for 
different reasons. So, as parents, you 
may need to help your child or teen to 
think about all the fun things they could 
be doing outside on a beautiful summer 
day, and then support them to follow 
through.   

Support structured and unstruc-
tured activities for your child. Struc-
tured activities help children to learn 
rules, to set goals and to work on their 
social skills. Whether your son or daugh-
ter attends camps or is on a sports team, 
those structured moments aren’t just 
fun, they also facilitate social, emotional 
and mental growth. 

Unstructured activities are also good 

for children in so many ways; they can 
serve to foster imagination and creativ-
ity, build confidence, increase problem 
solving skills, and help to support social 
and emotional growth. 

The next time your child exclaims, 
“I’m bored,” help them to get out of that 
negative space to see all of the things 
they can create and do for themselves. As 
parents, we don’t want to over or under 
schedule our children; finding a balance 
between the two is the best scenario.    

Give your children chores. Regard-
less of your children’s age, they need to 
know that not every day is a party and 
not every week is beach week. During the 
summer (and the school year), children 
benefit from being responsible for them-
selves and helping. 

Research in this area has found that 

children with chores are generally happi-
er than children who do not have chores. 
Children who do chores also tend to do 
better academically and socially.  

Spend time with your children. You 
don’t need to be a millionaire to have a 
great summer, and while children can 
become overly focused on materialistic 
things, what they want most from us as 
parents is our time and attention. A pool 
is a pool, so whether you’re at a fancy 
resort, or at the neighborhood or com-
munity pool, the positive time you spend 
together is a big part of the joy your chil-
dren experience in those moments. 

Research has shown that children who 
eat three or more meals a week with 
their family do better academically, and 
have lower rates of social and emotion-
al struggles. So, in support of your kids, 

jump in the pool, go on some outings, 
break bread together, and enjoy family 
time.

Support your child’s academ-
ic growth. Just because it’s summer 
doesn’t mean your child can’t crack a 
book, or stretch himself or herself cogni-
tively. Going to the library or a bookstore 
to pick out a few good books, doing some 
subject review with your child, getting 
some tutoring, or planning some cultur-
ally rich activities that stretch your child 
intellectually, are some good ideas. 

Have a great summer.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

creases or decreases the likelihood that 
town or city citizens’ will remain in con-
trol of how, when, and where their com-

munity changes.
And, as a corollary 

to this principle of 
sorts, those with a vested interest in see-
ing their property annexed by the town 
or city should also be subject to higher 
scrutiny – not because of supposed vil-
lainous intent – but merely because their 
interests (namely the pursuit of a higher 

property value through Town utilities – 
and thus increased commercial, indus-
trial, or residential opportunities) don’t 
necessarily coincide with the town or 
city’s interests.

And, just what are a town or city’s in-
terests? Beyond the circular “whatever 
the citizens’ want” response, I believe 
there are intuitive things that most cit-
izens expect about the place they call 
home.

Most want to live in a community that 
is recognizable – a community whose 

STEVENSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

OPINION
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 571-258-3232 

Our licensed adult day centers provide:
• A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
• Respite for caregivers needing support & free time
• Reasonable sliding scale fees

changes happen gradually and sensitive-
ly enough to not betray earlier iterations 
of the community. For a community is a 
palimpsest – a living record of presences, 
erasures, re-establishments, etc. – that 
forms an authentic tapestry of an area’s 
cultural and political histories distilled 
in its built and natural environment.

Many also expect their community to 
have a defined area, as a city or town is 
equally defined by what is within and 
what is without. Because the edges of a 
place are integral to how a place is per-
ceived, it belongs to the inhabitants of a 
place – all of them, really, to decide how 
they are managed.

The perplexing part of these issues 
is that a “sense of place” is a mostly in-
tangible thing, something that can’t be 
bought and sold like neatly defined plots 
of land. It is a public good, and though 
not impossible to defend or define, its 
interests are decidedly general.

While the benefits of annexation to a 
landowner are generally immediate, ma-
terial, and easy to calculate, the benefits 
of smart growth and “edge protection” to 
a “sense of place” are gradual, nebulous, 
and hard to calculate. These mismatches 
can sometimes prey upon human psy-
chological weaknesses, and can lead to 
the slow but steady dissipation of place.

For a community is a sort of implicit 
contract between all of its members. The 
implicit agreement goes something like 
this – let’s share this place in a way that 
maximizes our general welfare while 
also providing for our individual liveli-
hood. In this way, our individual rights 
aren’t given up, rather they are entwined 
(hopefully lovingly – at least according 
to the ideal) with the general welfare of 
the community.

Simply then, a community is a collec-
tion of people who decide to earnestly 
believe that the whole is not simply the 
sum of its parts. The inverse, community 
disintegration, often begins when indi-
viduals choose to maximize their per-
sonal welfare at the expense of the wider 
community.

A cohesive community should never 
force its members to maximize the com-
munity’s welfare at the individual’s ex-
pense, but a disintegrating community 
will repeatedly demonstrate through ex-
ample that an individual’s right to ma-
terial gain can no longer be constrained 
by the values and priorities of the com-
munity.

A citizen who believes their right to 
material gain has no limits will often 
still appear to be living in a community – 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 »
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

703-771-1110

D
av

is Handyman C
o

Steve Davis

ESTD 2007

Painting and Home Repairs  703.967.8780
davishandymanco.com

Hes Company, LLC
703-203-8853

HOA Maintenance, Tree Planting, Lot Clearing, Storm Damage,  
Pruning, Trimming, Crowning, Bulk Mulch Delivery

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com 
www.HesCompanyLLC.com

Expert Tree & Stump Removal

LICENSED & INSURED • MEMBER ANGIE’S LIST & BBB • AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal

• Not Just A Water-Based Paint Like Others
• We Use Hot Tar Crack Filler

703.582.9712

• Patchwork 
• 2" Overlays/Resurfacing

• Best Waterproof Oil Based Heated Sealcoating
• The Real Asphalt Preservative is Oil-based Sealer

• Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways  
(Smaller driveways only)

• Not Just A Water-Based Paint Like Others
• We Use Hot Tar Crack Filling

Great Quality Work is Not Cheap. Cheap Prices 
are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.

The Good Guys
REFERRALS AVAILABLE!REFERRALS AVAILABLE!

Asphalt Driveway Restoration
Hot Tar Crack-Filling

Paul Jones and Son
703.582.9712

GoodGuysPaving@gmail.com
Warranty
FREE Estimates

Leesburg, Virginia
Satisfaction Guaranteed

they will have neighbors, participate 
in local commerce, and even par-
ticipate in civic organizations – but 
despite appearances, they will have 
departed the “beloved community” 
in the general direction of that brave 
new world which scoffs at limits, 
respects no place, and lives forever 
mortgaging the present in a hope-

less and never-ending search for 
future satiation.
Adam Stevenson grew up in Pur-

cellville and can be found many Sat-
urdays walking around 21st Street 
with obligatory stops at Nichols 
Hardware and It’s Baazar’s LP col-
lection. He’s particularly interested 
in sustainable urban planning and 
Loudoun’s flora and fauna.

STEVENSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

  In advance of the sale, the nation’s 
top bond rating agencies reaffirmed 
the county’s AAA/Aaa rating on its 
general obligation bonds. 

Loudoun County has held the Aaa 
rating from Moody’s since 2004, and 
AAA from Fitch Ratings and S&P Glob-

al since 2005. A high bond rating helps 
the county achieve the best possible 
interest rates to finance capital proj-
ects, saving taxpayers millions of dol-
lars.

More information about Loudoun 
County finances is online at  loudoun.
gov/bondratings. 

LOUDOUN CO SELLS BONDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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of availabilities. 
Director of Finance Liz Krens said, 

“We may go below our target from time 
to time. In fact, reality may be very dif-
ferent from budget.”  

The water revenue comes in at 4 
times the water debt, and the sewer 
revenue comes in at 2 times the sewer 
debt. Most of the revenue is going to-
ward operations and maintenance ex-
penses for both funds, which include 
chargebacks – time charged for work 
from the General Fund when staff oper-
ating in the General Fund does work for 
Utility Fund employees. 

“We don’t have a debt problem,” said 
Fraser. 

The General Fund, for this year, takes 
approximately $905,000 from the Utili-
ty Fund in chargebacks. 

The utility debt was inherited by the 
current Town Council, from the previ-
ous Lazaro Town Council.

Stantec, the consultant company 
Town management hired to recom-
mend utility rates, gave a presentation 
in collaboration with the Town’s finan-
cial consultant Davenport at the May 24 
Town Council Meeting. Last year they 
advised Council to set the rates at 3 and 
5 percent for both utilities for several 
years. Now they are advising a base line 
annual increase of 7 percent for both 
the water and sewer funds, starting in 
the FY24 budget, and based on the next 
10 years.

The operations and maintenance of 
the water and sewer systems comes 
with ongoing rising costs, including 
chemical, personnel, electricity, and 
Capital Improvement estimate costs to 
name a few.

After Stantec’s presentation and 
recommendation to raise the rates of 
both utilities to 7 percent each, Council 
Member Tip Stinnette said that Council 
set the rates last year at 3 and 5 percent 
“in our mind, but stuff happens and I’m 
willing to buy the resulting difference.”

Council Member Stan Milan said, 
“You are saying that the availabilities 
are low and with the availabilities being 
low, we are not generating enough to 
offset our debt or pay toward the main-
tenance. 

“On the flip side of that, I am hear-
ing that if we increase in development, 
it would increase our availability, and 
with the increase in availability we are 
also increasing the maintenance cost.”

“I love a good model; and I love pick-
ing one apart,” said Vice Mayor Chris 
Bertaut. He added that the discussion 
of availabilities doesn’t “tie in any 
increases in maintenance costs that 
might be occasioned by the advent of 
those availabilities … nor does it give 
consideration to additional CIP [Cap-
ital Improvement Projects] expenses, 
whether within the Enterprise Utili-
ty Funds or outside them, that could 
be brought on as a result of accepting 
those availabilities.”

Bertaut pointed out that Stantec was 
“assuming a specific value or an aver-
age value” to availabilities, “but some 
availabilities have different dollar val-
ues than others … so we don’t always 
charge the same amount for the same 
provision of service.”

He said that although the ARPA fund-
ing [American Rescue Plan Act] is a one-
time infusion for the Town – totaling 
10.5 million over two years – it mainly 
goes to large projects for the next four 

years. This would give the Town more 
time “to not only consider options like 
long term financing for expensive capi-
tal improvement, but we also have more 
opportunity and time to seek alterna-
tive means of funding other than debt 
or additional rate increases … and that 
is of course being grants.”

Fraser said he was surprised by some 
of the numbers. “A year and a half ago 
we were anticipating ARPA funds of $2 
million. We received $10.5 million. So 
these numbers, I understand some on 
Town Council are not surprised by them 
[but] I am surprised.”

“We have had eight years of slow 
growth,” Fraser explained. He then 
questioned why they would anticipate 
high numbers of availabilities. 

Town Manager David Mekarski said 
that predicting availabilities based on 
the model used is “not a perfect science, 
and because it’s impacted both by mi-
cro and macro-economic conditions, it 
could greatly change.” 

Regarding operational maintenance, 
Fraser said, “We are talking about avail-
abilities, and I have heard this many 
times – and I see availabilities as the 
ultimate Ponzi scheme. The reason I 
say that is residential growth on aver-
age – for every one dollar we receive in 
tax revenue, we are spending $1.62 and 
some say $1.83 in operation costs.

“As we increase availability a cost 
comes with that. So, availabilities are 
not a panacea … It seems like opera-
tions are what is driving our expenses 
up, and what we need to consider is this 
availability is not the answer to it.”

Fraser asked Stantec for data about 
“our operation and maintenance costs 
compared to other municipalities – 

then we can do a deep dive to see what 
we can do to reduce those expenses and 
increase efficiency… We need to ques-
tion the modeling of our forecast.”

Fraser pointed out that the Town’s pre-
vious utility consultants recommended 
raising the rate each year for both utili-
ties to 9 percent each. At the time Fraser 
called that number “mythical.” 

“We did not take that 9 percent rate 
increase,” Fraser said. “Now Stantec is 
recommending 7 percent for both util-
ities. Those projections are just guess 
estimates.” 

“How can we get this additional rev-
enue stream to cover those long-term 
projects? We did good with the nutri-
ent credits of $926,000 (that equals 19 
availabilities and no operational costs) 
… I would submit … we have over 1,200 
acres in the watershed property. We need 
to look at stream credits … What’s going 
to get us out of this? … We need to lean 
into innovation,” Fraser continued.

“Never in the history of this country 
have we seen $1.3 trillion going into in-
frastructure. If we as a body are not able 
to capture some of that money, then we 
are failing our citizens.” 

Fraser advised management to apply 
for grants, as grants would help pay for 
long term Capital Improvement Proj-
ects. He said he understood that “the 
Bloomberg Foundation is actually look-
ing at small municipalities like us to 
help us capture those dollars, and bring 
it back into our towns.”

In a phone call, Town Manager David 
Mekarski said he is checking Stantec’s 
availability for a meeting with the Town 
Council in September, so the Council 
could recommend different models for 
Stantec to try in real time.

PONZI SCHEME, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Casey Chapman wasn’t happy to hear Purcellville 
Mayor Kwasi Fraser’s comments questioning Stan-
tec’s model for a projected Town of Purcellville util-
ity rate increase. Fraser encouraged the company to 
fix their model, instead of basing it on building more 
homes in the Town.

In citizen comments addressing the mayor at the 
Purcellville Town Council Work Session on May 24, 
Round Hill resident and developer Casey Chapman 
started off by telling Fraser the model that Stantec 
used “highlights all of your failures for the last 10 
years.” 

Fraser has been mayor for 8 years and inherited 
an approximate debt of $61 million from the Lazaro 
Council on July 1, 2014. The Town’s debt is currently 
$52 million.

“Mr. Mayor, this is probably the single most nail in 
the coffin to a failed entire term that you have been 
mayor. This is what this represents,” Chapman said. 

“Saying that you can fix this with operational effi-
ciencies is a joke… ARPA [American Rescue Plan Act] 
was a gift, you are right. You didn’t plan on it, it hap-
pened – and without it, you would have failed.” 

Chapman continued his tirade. “The point that you 
are hoping and dreaming for a result that does not 
yet exist from the federal government to fund these 
things that are existing in present day is not a plan. 
That’s a hope, a wish, a dream, a fantasy – and not fis-
cally responsible, and not being a good mayor for the 
residents or the businesses in the community.”

Addressing the two other slow growth members of 
Town Council, Chapman said, “Stan Milan, Vice May-
or [Chris Bertaut], you all are going down on not ac-
knowledging the issue here of availabilities not being 
into the equation. [This] is a direct result of ignoring 
zoning and planning and their proper smart growth 
strategies that need to be implemented in Purcellville 
to achieve financial stability.” 

Chapman again turned to Fraser. “Mr. Mayor, you 
have failed to solve the problem. You have kicked 
the can down the road … You claim nutrient credits? 
Great, that’s one; find another, and I’ll encourage you 
to find 10 more … then you might be able to pay for 
your ideas.”

After Chapman finished his outburst, Fraser coun-
tered, “The only failure [meaning success] for me 
as mayor is not giving developers what they want.” 
Chapman’s family is one of the owners of the Vine-
yard Square project.

“When comments are made and you’re silent, some 
people believe the comments, so I’d like to counter 
some things that were said at the last meeting,” Fraser 
said. 

Chapman attends almost every Town meeting and 
has something to say at most of them. 

“For the people listening publicly, these statements 

“Empty vessels make the loudest noise”  
– Mayor Fraser responds to Chapman’s tirade

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

SPRINGSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Amendment – that will probably carry 
into the next year. 

For now, there 
will be a draft thou-
sand-page zoning or-

dinance that Staff presents to the public 
(and to ZOC,) a lengthy set of “ZOC Rec-
ommendations,” plus pages of comments 
by the public and interest groups. I’ll feel 

a bit frustrated, first that the final result 
won’t be perfect, but more importantly 
that western Loudoun will not get all the 
protections it deserves. C’est la vie.

 A Look Ahead

I’m confident that Staff will meet its 
deadlines, as will ZOC. I’m also confi-
dent that next year ZOC will have a lot of 
work to do. I hope that work helps save 

Western Loudoun from sprawl and com-
mercialization. It’s inevitable that some 
of the newly adopted zoning ordinance 
will need to be changed for one reason 
or another. It’s also inevitable that here 
will be other ideas and problems for us 
to address.

Work will go on. 

My columns are Op-Eds, which means that 

they are my personal opinions. They are not 
any sort of “official” statement by any County 
officer or employee. Because I’m on the Zoning 
Ordinance Committee, I often offer updates 
on our work. Sometimes these updates include 
personal observations and lamentations; 
consider them my personal opinions.

Charles Houston developed more than six 
million square feet of office buildings through-
out the south for an Atlanta based firm. He 
lives in Paeonian Springs.

OPINION
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Freedom Fighters.”
The mural, which will be painted by 

local artist Shawn Perkins, will depict 
two notable residents, Bazil Newman, 
a prominent Black landowner and 
ferry operator, and Leonard Grimes, 
a Black abolitionist, who helped flee-
ing enslaved people find safety across 
the Potomac River. The mural will be 
funded entirely by the 89 Ways to Give 

Foundation.
“I’m grateful for the opportunity 89 

Ways To Give has to pay homage and 
tell the story of these freedom fight-
ers through this Black history mural,” 
said retired NFL Wide Receiver and 89 
Ways to Give Founder Santana Moss.

According to Felder, the project will 
begin the first week of August. It is es-
timated to take up to three weeks to 
complete.

BLACK HISTORY MURAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

development, builder, or governing party 
disclosed any information on the current 
60 LDN (day-night average sound level) 
or the one-mile buffer zone. 

“As part of the development agree-
ment with the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors, there was no area map 
illustrating our community’s proximity 
to runway 30, which is the busiest out-
bound runway at Dulles with 76 percent 
of all outbound flights. None of that was 
disclosed to us. Residents signed a docu-
ment that was circulated among a pile of 
other closing documents that acknowl-
edged we lived within 20 miles of Dulles 
Airport and would be impacted by airport 
noise. So, yes, we did sign this document. 

“There has been no enforcement of the 
agreed-upon transparency to buyers re-
garding potential plane noise. There was 
no follow up at the sales office to check 
on protocol at all. In general, we feel very 
bamboozled about what has happened 
with our property.”

A Land Use and Zoning Attorney: 
“The proposed changes to the airport 
noise contours would not only affect 
the stakeholders that have applications 
processing through the County, but 
they will result in the creation of 600 
non-conforming homes where the new 
noise contours are overlaid onto existing 
neighborhoods.” This non-conforming 
classification, he explained, will nega-
tively affect the marketability and sale of 
these homes. “And for what purpose?” he 
asked. 

“Currently, there is no compelling 
need to change the noise contours … In 
fact, the proposed noise contours … are 
not based on a noise study or demand 
analysis.” They are based on a capacity 
projection that goes out 80 to 90 years in 
the future, he said. “If a true noise study 
was conducted based on existing noise 
levels, the existing noise contours would 
shrink considerably. 

“I encourage the Planning Commis-
sion to take your time in thoroughly re-
viewing this item.” He advised that an 
exception for a fifth runway area be add-

ed back into the item. “This exception 
area would solve the problems created 
by this item for existing homeowners, 
as well as for stakeholders attempting to 
create vibrant communities.”

A Real Estate Broker: “When I 
bought the home 18 years ago, there was 
no disclaimer or no notification associ-
ated with all the documents that we had 
at closing … I echo the concerns of every 
other speaker tonight and respectful-
ly request that you don’t move forward 
with this application without giving it a 
little bit more time and more study to 
make sure that it is going to be for the 
good of all the homeowners and the lives 
that will be impacted.”

Planning Commission Chairman 
Forest Hayes heard the speakers loud 
and clear. “I don’t think there’s been 
enough direct outreach and public en-
gagement up to this point,” he said. 

“Because if there were, there wouldn’t 
have been 45 people speaking. They 
would have gotten their engagement 
in other venues and wouldn’t have felt 
compelled to come here. There are oth-
er open items and unsettled issues like 
grandfathering existing applications 
that are moving through the system. 

“I can’t live with that on this one,” he 
went on. “Too many citizens came out. 
There’s too much unreadiness out there. 
And we’ve heard from businesses; it’s not 
just the citizens. [It’s] their organizations 
… There are a lot of stakeholders repre-
sented that either don’t understand, 
or you just have clear cut unreadiness 
about this and we have to work it out. 
And the thing that I see, or it appears to 
me—maybe I’m wrong—is it seems like 
we’re just trying to figure out a way to 
cooperate with the FAA. I’m less con-
cerned with cooperating with FAA than 
I am cooperating with my neighbors. But 
I do believe that there is a way. It doesn’t 
have to be either/or.”

To find a way, Hayes called for a vote to 
move the Dulles issue to a future Plan-
ning Commission work session. The mo-
tion was approved, with staff work and 
deliberations to go forward.

NEIGHBORS CATCH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

spectator seating.
•	 Classrooms, offices, and meeting 

spaces.
•	 Fitness areas.
•	 Full-size gymnasium.
•	 Leisure pool.
•	 Multipurpose room with a catering 

and teaching kitchen.

•	 One indoor basketball gymnasium, 
with six basketball hoops, and 
game line markings for basketball, 
volleyball and pickleball.

•	 Running track.
•	 Soft sensory playroom.
•	 Spa.

Outside Features
•	 Large courtyard with seating.

•	 Multiuse trail around the property.
•	 Playground equipment.
•	 Splash play area.
Construction is currently estimated 

for completion in summer 2025.
More information, including a link to 

sign up for updates on the project, can 
be found on the  project page  on the 
Loudoun County website.

Advertise in our newspaper to reach your local market.
Contact us at advertise@blueridgeleader.com

ASHBURN CENTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s 
and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair 
Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, elderliness, 
familial status and handicap. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept advertising for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in the 
paper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. For more 
information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing 
complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; 

toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; 
web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

operations getting started in around 
1828). Floods, ice and Coast Guard 
Officers couldn’t do it, but a slip of 
paper did the trick; a local lawsuit 
has brought down the General. 

So – on the day of my most recent 
visit to the locally famous river cross-
ing (filled with personal memories), I 
enjoyed the silence, the solitude, the 
slow-moving water – uninterrupted 
by loading and unloading of com-
muters and their cars, and the flat 
barge-like vessels pulled across by 
the strong, wire cables (they replaced 
the less reliable rope back in 1872), 
and my inner recollection of a Morn-
ing Radio Show host asking, “Hey, 
what about Whites Ferry?” 

But all that activity will stick in my 
mind as long as I can see the Poto-
mac River just north of Leesburg: is-
land-studded, tree-lined, filled with 
silt, fish, turtles, other critters, and 
an everlasting air of mystery and en-
chantment. 

And, what about the unique service 
offered by the operators of Whites 
Ferry? Well, I never thought you’d 
ask. Due to the State of Maryland’s 
abhorrence of solid river crossings 
(bridges), the ol’ Jubal Early repre-
sented the only means of getting 
to the other side between Point of 
Rocks and the American Legion 
Bridge. Look it up on a map. And, no 
– it’s not supposed to make sense. 

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Elections and Voter Registration to 
notify voters of any changes in their 
precincts, elected representatives, and 
polling places in advance of the next 
election using the newly redrawn state 
and local election districts.

A special election to fill two vacant 
school board seats in November will 
occur using the existing election dis-
tricts because the election was sched-
uled prior to the Board’s adoption of 
new districts.

The first general election for Board 
of Supervisors and School Board rep-
resentatives in the redrawn election 

districts will be in November 2023 (if 
a primary election is held in June 2023, 
the redrawn election districts would be 
used).

Until then, Loudoun County resi-
dents will continue to be represented 
by their current Board of Supervisors 
and School Board members. Loudoun 
residents can identify their currently 
elected representatives on the  coun-
ty’s website.

More information about redistrict-
ing in Loudoun County, including a 
link to a map that illustrates the new 
election districts, is posted at loudoun.
gov/redistricting.

BOS ADOPTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

32	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 JULY 2022



Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

Specializing in  
Residential  
Interior Painting
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs
Wallpaper Removal
Deck Staining/Sealing

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

We Give You Back the Land You Already Own

Lovettsville, VA
Veteran Owned & Operated 
VA, MD, WV
Residential & Commercial
703-718-6789

Veterans LLC Land Rescue

MAJOR@VETERANSLLC.US
WWW.VETERANSLLC.US

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

 

 

170 West Main Street, Suite 106
Purcellville,  VA 20132

(540) 931-6268    strestllc.com

Offering stress, loss 
and trauma reduction 

services without 
diagnosis

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com

604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175
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Stay informed.
www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

VIRTUAL MEETING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

commutes.
The WVDOT engineers plan to run 

all the traffic on Rt. 340 through west-
ern Loudoun.  

Take a moment and contemplate the 
following, at the Rt 9 and Rt. 671 inter-
section during the peak evening hour 
1,710 vehicles go through that inter-
section.

At the other end of Rt. 671 at Rt. 
340 about 2,114 vehicles an hour go 
through that intersection.  Those vehi-
cles are going to use Rt. 671 to travel to 
Rt. 9 and at that point they will join the 
1,710 vehicles that already use Rt. 9.  

Ten to 13 percent of the vehicles on 
Rt. 340 are large trucks with a single 
trailer. That means approximately 253 
tractor trailers an hour will be fun-
neled onto Rt. 671 and onto to Rt. 9. 

Rt. 671 is just not designed for that 
level of truck traffic. The drivers will be 
unfamiliar with the road, and they will 
have some inclines to deal with. When 
those trucks get to the light at Rt. 9, 
they are going to turn right and head 
to the WV border. They will be driving 
very slowly once on Rt. 9 due to the 
sheer volume of traffic, and they have 
a very steep grade to reach the top of 
the mountain.  

By the time those fully loaded trucks 
get to the top of the grade on Rt. 9, 
they will be going so slow and given 
the steep grade and the volume of traf-
fic, when the light at Rt 671 and 9 turns 
green there will be no space to enter 
Rt. 9 westbound.   This will mean Rt. 
671 will be gridlocked its entire length.  

With the doubling of traffic at its 
western end, the volume of trucks and 

the steep grade they must navigate, 
and changes to the timing of the traffic 
light, Rt. 9 will be backed up at least to 
287 and beyond. 

Consider how first responders are 
going to get to the inevitable accidents 
that will result from these gridlocked 
conditions, not to mention road rage 
incidents.  

Consider the kids on school buses 
sitting on Rt. 9 for long periods. Think 
about the traffic in our local neigh-
borhoods that will result from people 
trying to find alternative routes. Think 
about all the businesses in WV and 
the  thriving  Loudoun  wineries who 
depend on tourism dollars to survive. 
Think of truck drivers unfamiliar with 
Rt. 9 and the steep grade going east 
bound, downhill with no runaway 
ramps. 

One solution that should be consid-
ered is a single lane through the con-
struction zone as close to the river as 
possible. Instead of traffic lights and 
alternating traffic, allow for eastbound 
traffic from midnight to noon, and 
westbound traffic from noon to mid-
night.  

If you believe the total closure of Rt. 
340 at Harpers Ferry is going to result 
in gridlock, make your feelings known 
and contact your local lawmakers.  
Time is running short to express your 
views on this matter.  

Here is a link to the detour map: 
http://www.us340harpersferry.com/
detours/. 

Brian Ward
Tri-State Exxon  

Sweet Springs Country Store
Purcellville

LETTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

that are made, although they are bombastic – 
we are reminded that empty vessels make the 
loudest noise,” Fraser said. 

“Relative to my accomplishments – I need to 
state this for the record, because folks I have 
known who have died and their accomplish-
ments are tarnished by loud mouths, and one 
of my accomplishments was the $900,000 in 
nutrient credits. I lowered the Town debt by 
$9 million. I came up with working and collab-
orating with this Town Council and manage-
ment with ideas to address our revenue. I’ve 
heard from members that the sky is falling, but 
those members failed to even put together a 
solution.”

Fraser concluded by saying “I will continue 
to present solutions that I believe are innova-
tive.”

At the Town Council Meeting on June 14, Vice 
Mayor Chris Bertaut addressed Casey Chap-
man’s comments from the May 24 meeting.

“We have all heard some developers express 
their displeasure with the Mayor and some 
members of this Town Council. Much of that 
displeasure seems to stem from a disagree-

ment about the best way to address budgetary 
issues,” Bertaut said. 

“As a Town Council Member, I have to be 
most responsive to the residents who are en-
titled to vote, not just to the loudest voice in 
the room.” 

Bertaut said he agreed with Mayor Fraser 
that availabilities are a Ponzi scheme.

Regarding Vineyard Square, Bertaut said the 
project is not viable unless a compliant Town 
Council agrees to spend more than $2 million 
to extend O Street to Hatcher Avenue. “This is 
nothing short of a handout.”

Fraser reiterated that high density residen-
tial build out is a Ponzi scheme. For every tax 
dollar a locality receives in revenue, that local-
ity spends nearly double to support it in ser-
vices. “Then 5 to 10 years down the road you 
are paying for police services, you are paying 
for ripping up streets and so on,” he said.

Fraser stressed that with the $1.3 trillion 
available in infrastructure grants, the Town 
should “position ourselves to capture” some of 
that money – the same way the Town did when 
they received the American Rescue Plan Act 
funding of 10.5 million over two years.

EMPTY VESSELS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30
Finally, a vegetable farmer, Pam 

Jones, who had been waiting pa-
tiently for her turn at the mic, 
took up a topic no one else had 
addressed: Who in the future will 
know how to work the prime soils 
and run a farm if there’s no one 
left farming to teach beginners 
like her? Co-owner of a small-
scale, sustainability-focused, 
diversified produce farm—Gath-
ering Springs Farm near Mid-
dleburg—Jones made a welcome 
case for the need and opportuni-
ties for today’s farmers to ensure 
the future of farming in western 
Loudoun County.

Whites Ferry and Rt. 15 North

Also up for discussion: Rt. 15 
North and Whites Ferry. Randall 
pointed out that that while the 
Board of Supervisors’ recent ap-
proval of a Loudoun County Com-
prehensive Plan Amendment to 

allow widening or other safety 
and congestion solutions for the 
corridor, it does not signal an au-
tomatic start of construction. 

Indeed, Supervisor Mike Turner 
(D-Ashburn) intends to put for-
ward a proposal to initiate short-
term safety design and construc-
tion to extend over the next sev-
en years. With that strategy, the 
County could make the road safer 
more quickly, apply for region-
al and state funding, and protect 
farms and rural businesses along 
the corridor.

Regarding resumption of the 
Whites Ferry service, Randall and 
ferry owner Chuck Kuhn, present 
at the town hall, affirmed their 
efforts to resolve issues with the 
private property owners on the 
Virginia side of the Potomac Riv-
er. However, Randall said, she 
would not pursue eminent do-
main action to take the property 
for public use.

RURAL TOWN HALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

The  Russell Branch  Parkway 
Corridor Study investigated ve-
hicular and pedestrian safety 
and the need for possible inter-
section safety improvements, 
including studying the speed 
of traffic on a 0.85-mile-long 
stretch of Russell Branch Park-
way (Rt. 1061) that includes five 
intersections. The intersections 
are:

•	 Ashbrook Marketplace 
Plaza/Waltonwood 
entrance

•	 Ashbrook Commons Plaza/
Navajo Drive (Rt. 2978)

•	 San Joaquin Terrace/Hopi 

Drive (Rt. 2979) 
•	 Atwater Drive (Route 

3001)/Lumbee Way (Rt. 
2984)

Ashbrook Place (Rt. 3002)
Over the last year, Loudoun 

County has evaluated existing 
safety and operational charac-
teristics, conducted  traffic sig-
nal and crosswalk analyses and 
developed recommended im-
provements for the corridor. 

For more information about 
the Russell Branch Parkway 
Corridor Study, including a link 
to sign up for updates about the 
study, visit  loudoun.gov/rus-
sellbranchparkway.

PAL is a coalition of youth, parents, Loudoun 
County agencies, faith-based organizations 
and other community stakeholders dedicat-
ed to mental health awareness and substance 
misuse prevention efforts. 

PAL leadership board members include rep-
resentatives of the Loudoun County Depart-
ment of Mental Health, Substance Abuse and 
Developmental Services, Loudoun County 
Public Schools, Loudoun County Sheriff’s Of-

fice, Virginia Department of Health’s Tobac-
co Control Program and Virginia Foundation 
for Healthy Youth. For more information on 
PAL, visit loudoun.gov/mhsadsprevention or 
email prevention@loudoun.gov.

For more information on services offered by 
the Loudoun County Department of Mental 
Health, Substance Abuse and Developmental 
Services, visit loudoun.gov/mhsads or call 703-
771-5155.

SUMMER WELLNESS FEST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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• Spring Clean Up 
(Early Spring)

• Aeration and 
Overseeding 
(Fall)

• Mowing (Spring, 
Summer, Fall)

• Weeding (Spring, 
Summer, Fall)

• Turf Fertilization 
(Fall)

• Fall Leaf 
Removal (Fall)

• Structural 
Pruning (Late 
Fall)

Our routine maintenance 
services ensure your 
lawn is the envy of the 
neighborhood. The plan 
includes:

The key to 
a beautiful 
property is 
consistent care.

Call us today 
for a 

consultation:
540.338.7190
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          Just Sold 2837 Castleman Dr,
Berryville, VA- Sold for $900,000, received
multiple offers.

Principal Broker,
Realtor®
703-408-4261
onthemarketwith
sam@gmail.com

Sam Fisher

          Just Sold Lovettsville- 10 acre Horse
Property with main level living, barn,
stream! $810,000.

         Just Sold  Ashburn Village- $905,000. 
4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, gorgeous updated
interior.

         For Sale No HOA! 19.3 acre Land in
Waterford. Bold stream, well, cul-de-sac,
paved roads, high speed internet. $649,900.

         Under Contract Broadlands- Listed for
$574,900. Spectacular lot backs to free space.
New roof & HVAC.

          Under Contract Lovettsville- 13.9
acres w/ detached office/apartment. 10 min
to MARC TRAIN. AMAZING SETTING:
Pond, Stream & Mountain Views.

Under Contact

Price Improvement

Curt Schaber
Realtor®
Phone: 703-338-7300
schabercurt@yahoo.com

          Just Sold

         Just Sold Suffolk Ln, Hillsboro. 3
acres, gorgeous views, main floor living.
Listed for $879,900.

         Jut Sold- Beacon Hill/Waterford (No
HOA) Only 3 miles to historic Leesburg.
Listed for $1,450,000.

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketteam

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

          Under Contract

Please Call 703-408-4261

Marci Huber
Realtor®
Phone: 803-920-0213
marci.huber@outlook.com

         Get ringside exposure! Our horse
properties are marketed by Sam in person at
Horse Shows up and down the East Coast.

Sold in Beacon Hill


