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On Sept. 7, the Purcellville Town Coun-
cil held a Special Meeting with the Plan-
ning Commission and County staff to 
discuss the Fields Farm Park rezoning 
and proposal. 

Loudoun County is requesting a zon-
ing change to part of the 230-acre Fields 
Farm complex, which houses Woodgrove 
High School and Mountain View Ele-
mentary School. They want to shift the 
complex from its current Transition X 
zoning to Institutional and Public Use 
(IP) zoning. 

The County is also asking for a Spe-
cial Use Permit and Commission Permit 
to develop 9.98 acres into a Commuter 

Parking Lot. The proposed lot would in-
clude approximately 250 to 330 parking 
spaces, a kiss-and-ride, and a bus pick-
up/drop-off area with bus shelters.

Additionally, the County is asking for 
an SUP and CP permit to develop 50.54 
acres into eight Astro Turf athletic fields 
– 5 soccer/multipurpose fields and 3 
baseball fields along with picnic pavil-
ions, maintenance structures, restrooms, 
and a concession structure.

If approved, this is also within an area 
of right-of-way that had been previously 
dedicated to a possible extension of May-
fair Crown Drive. 

Page 17 of the Town of Purcellville’s 

staff report describes the proposed 
extension of Mayfair Crown Drive as 
a “local collector road, with all other 
roadways in the project, as well as devel-
opment from as far away as Purcellville 
Road (Route 611), [potentially] feeding 
into it. There is an existing school access 
road which currently consists of a single 
lane paved road terminating in an open 
field.” 

This road is proposed to be “extended 
to Mayfair Crown Drive, and widened to a 
two-lane public road, providing a second 
point of access to the schools.” 

In explaining the current Transition 

“We don’t want this” – Mayfair residents object as 
Town management lobbies for Fields Farm project

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

See p.22

Discover Purcellville a 501© (4) 
community nonprofit organization 
presents the 11th Annual Purcellville 
Halloween Block Party. 

The Block Party will be held Sat-
urday Oct. 29, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at its new location 701 West Main 
Street across from the golf course. 

The Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening is Dave Wright from Last 
Ham Standing an improv comedy 

troop.  
“We are delighted this year to 

again be hosting Purcellville’s Hal-
loween Block Party at our new ad-
dress which is 701 West Main Street. 
We have a lot of fun games and con-
tests for the kids. Don’t forget to 
wear your best, most creative cos-
tume,” said Michael Oaks of Discov-
er Purcellville. “We are looking for-
ward to seeing everyone at our new 
location.”

Once again, this year they will 
be offering costume contests in six 
categories with over $2,500 in cash 
prizes. Trophies will be awarded to 

the best costumes. 
Best costume of the night will win 

$500 cash prize, so get creative.
•	 Infant to 5 years
•	 6 to 11 years
•	 Pets
•	 12 to 17 years
•	 18 and over
•	 Family and or Group 
There will be games and music 

for the kids. Face painters, a balloon 
artist, and lots of candy treats for 
everyone.  Kids and adults can dec-
orate pumpkins that will be handed 
out.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

Get ready for the 11th Annual Purcellville 
Halloween Block Party Oct. 29
New Location 
701 West Main

Candidate interviews 
House of Representatives
Virginia’s 10th District

See p.10



U p p e r v i l l e ,  V A t h e m a r k e t a t b l u e w a t e r k i t c h e n . c o m

F R E S H  C A U G H T  S E A F O O D  &  L O C A L  M E A T   +   D I N E - I N  &  T A K E - O U T

P R E P A R E D  M E A L S   +   W I N E  &  C R A F T  B E E R   +   L O C A L L Y  C U R A T E D  G O O D S

The Market at Bluewater Kitchen extends its  mission of serving hyper-locally
sourced food at The Rooster Hut - the premier fresh caught seafood & local  meat

destination of the area.   Pulling inspiration from years in the culinary arts ,  our chef
curated selection allows you to taste &            the difference on your plate.  

 

Taste & Sea

sea
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Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Town of Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fra-
ser will deliver his eighth State of the 
Town address on Friday, Oct. 14, 7 p.m. 
at the Town Hall located at 221 South 
Nursery Avenue, Purcellville.

Fraser has served the Town as Mayor 
for four terms and is not seeking reelec-
tion. He will cover the Town’s annual 
accomplishments since he has been 
mayor. 

Come join Mayor Fraser for his last 
State of the Town address, and enjoy re-
freshments afterwards. 

Said Fraser, “I am looking forward to 
presenting this year’s State of the Town 
address. I would like to thank the citi-
zens of the Town of Purcellville for their 
confidence and support, and for giving 
me the great honor of serving them for 
four terms. 

“My family and I love this Town 
and everything about the wonderful 

long- and short-term residents, and 
businesses. I look forward to continuing 
to enjoy Purcellville’s authentic small 
town feel – so much joy, so much ener-
gy, and so much authenticity here. It is 
so nice to go anywhere and run into so 
many friends, old and new. Purcellville 
is worth protecting.” 

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi 
Fraser’s last State of the Town 
Address Oct. 14

Virginia’s oldest juried crafts fair 
returns for its 78th year

Since 1943, the  Waterford Founda-
tion  and the historic village of Water-
ford have welcomed visitors to experi-
ence one of the country’s most unique 
fall crafts and arts fairs and tour some 
of the historic homes in the charming 
village. 

The Waterford Fair  takes place on 
Oct. 7-9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
with an early bird ticket available for 
entry on Friday, Oct. 7 at 9 a.m. This 
historic village provides an opportunity 

to step back into history and is the per-
fect setting for a fall outing.

The weekend features 60 of the finest 
American artisans, many from Loudoun 
County and the Mid-Atlantic (many na-
tionally known), that will demonstrate 
their crafts and sell their beautiful, 
handmade crafts. 

In addition, there will be lively per-
formances of traditional music and 
dance; reenactments by Colonial and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 »
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8 Tips to Coping with Seasonal Af-
fective Disorder

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.
Seasonal Affective Disorder, also 

known as “The Winter Blues” or “Win-
ter Depression,” is a type of depression 

that affects over 10 mil-
lion Americans each year. 
Research has shown that 
10 to 20 percent of folks 
may struggle with a milder 
form of SAD.

SAD is a depression that 
occurs based on seasons; symptoms for 
the winter variant begin in the fall and 
dissipate by spring. Women are impact-
ed more than men, and the condition 
typically begins around 20. SAD symp-
toms include: weight gain, oversleeping, 
having an increased craving for carbohy-
drates, irritability, having an increased 

sensitivity for rejection, sadness, anxi-
ety, fatigue/low energy, having an over-
all sense of heaviness in the arms and 
legs, and lethargy.

Here are 6 tips to consider if you or a 
loved one is currently struggling with 
the winter blues:

Consider using a lightbox or light 
lamp.  Decreased exposure to sunlight 
and changes in one’s biological clock 
and changes in Serotonin levels (a neu-
rochemical in the brain associated with 
mood) are believed to be the main two 
causes of SAD. 

Exposure to light is the go-to inter-
vention for the treatment of SAD. Pho-
totherapy or bright light therapy mimics 
natural sunlight and has been shown to 
suppress the brain’s secretion of mela-
tonin, and many people respond to the 
treatment. The device is easy to use, and 

many report reduced depression symp-
toms within days to weeks.  

For mild symptoms, spending time 
outdoors or arranging one’s home and 
workplace during the day to receive 
more sunlight may be enough to make 
a difference.  One study found that an 
hour’s walk in winter sunlight was as 
effective as two and a half hours under 
bright light.

Get a check-up.  The winter months 
are a great time for an annual physical 
or wellness check-up with your general 
practitioner, and getting a routine com-
plete blood count will serve to identify 
any possible factors that are contribut-
ing to a sad or depressed mood – e.g., 
thyroid imbalance, low vitamin D or 
iron, etc.  

Consider exercise.  Exercise is prob-
ably the last thing one wants to do if 

depressed, however, research has shown 
that physical activity can help with anx-
iety and improve mood. An exercise plan 
should always be reasonable and attain-
able, especially if one is depressed. 

Instead of a gym membership to start, 
perhaps starting out with a project in 
the house, running errands, or going for 
a walk around the block is the way to 
go. Establishing an exercise routine and 
sticking to it, is what is most important 
for getting oneself moving and more 
active.

Be mindful of what you consume.  
Most people with depression crave car-
bohydrates because these foods are 
comforting, and they convert into high-
er Serotonin levels.  But while cookies, 
brownies, pasta, etc., may initially serve 
to comfort, that comfort is fleeting.  

Proudly featuring:

BY TIM JON 

The train has returned along those 
tracks from the past, and it is good. Or, 

so I feel. You see, upon 
my own return to George-
town Park in Leesburg, I 
found some very capti-
vating renderings of local 
locomotive history be-
decking the faces of the 
humble bridge bisecting 

the linear acreage (or – I saw a couple 
‘purdy pichers’ on the cement walls).  

Although screened from passing ve-
hicular traffic, those of us walking, run-
ning or biking the recreational trail that 
parallels the Park will notice this colorful 
artwork from either (head-on) direction.  

Eastbound trail users can expect to 
come upon (and overtake) an image of 
the caboose end, and visitors heading for 
the setting sun will make haste slowly 
right past the choo-choo’s business end 
– the engine itself. Artistic license even 

threw in some less defined railroad sta-
tion building architecture for the back-
ground of each side. Overall: colorful, 
and quite striking – so I found.  

And these visuals were just one of the 
new developments I came upon since 
my initial, official visit to Georgetown 
Park. I made my original pilgrimage to 
the local facility back in the summer of 
2015, and a period of seven years can 
see vast changes in a place like Loudoun 
County, Virginia.  

The local government put up a display 
of their plans to harness the meander-
ing Town Branch (the ‘babbling brook’ 
of my earlier story) – an erosion control 
program similar to that implemented at 
nearby Brandon Park, which features the 
same waterway, just downstream.  

Now, those seeking to spend a bit of 
quality time in the great outdoors at 
Georgetown Park can enjoy shelter from 
any inclement elements (well, just about 
any) under the (new – to me) covered 

rest stop on the northern side of the 
park. The structure, at least in my hum-
ble, untrained opinion, adds to the over-
all railroad motif at the site.  

Other fairly recent changes include 
the installment of modern residen-
tial units along the north border of the 

space, flanked by a cobblestone-looking 
wall – ostensibly to shore up the bank 
on that side and keep any intermittent 
high water within the bounds of Nature’s 
borders.  

Gone, however, are the former (per-
haps less aesthetically-pleasing) re-
tail and other sundry shops which, in 
days gone by, lined the Town Branch in 
the proximity of Georgetown Park. I’m 
sure there are even more, albeit subtle, 
changes to the local facility in the inter-
vening years which escaped my eye or 
other senses.  

These may creep into my conscious-
ness through some extended time. But, 
for now I’ve already weighed in on the 
colorful, creative renderings on the 
South King Street Bridge as it crosses 
this little oasis of public land in the heart 
of our County Seat. 

 It registers a very positive response 
in the artistic temperament, it makes 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 

Georgetown Park (again)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

TIM JON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

Dr. Mike

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.
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Dear Editor:
In a recent public forum with chal-

lenger Hung Cao, Rep. Jennifer Wexton 
said, “The biggest thing we can do is pay 
someone a living wage.” She also said 
Democrats have made higher wages a 
priority.

U.S. workers got higher wages, all 
right. But the Democrats had nothing 

to do with it. Those 
wage hikes were mar-
ket-driven. Employers 

raised pay to attract employees during 
a labor shortage – a shortage linked to 
federal stimulus funds that enabled 
workers to sit home.

The Democrats, with their reckless 
spending, gave Americans lower real 
wages. Inflation is outpacing most pay 

raises. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported in August that real average 
hourly earnings decreased 3 percent 
from July 2021 to July 2022. The change 
in real average hourly earnings com-
bined with a decrease of 0.6 percent in 
the average workweek resulted in a 3.6 
percent decline in real average weekly 
earnings over the period.

Wage increases are meaningless as 
inflation skyrockets. If higher wag-
es are their priority, then Wexton and 
her Democratic colleagues have failed 
miserably.

The economy flourished under Don-
ald Trump, and it can thrive again if we 
elect Republicans like Hung Cao.

John Smith 
Sterling

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

“Common weal” is the archaic term 
for the satisfactory general welfare of 
the citizenry. The “general welfare” is a 
critical concept that implies a satisfac-
tory state of affairs.  How do we obtain 
general welfare, and how does that con-
cept relate to using one’s land?

“My Farm is My 4.01(k) Plan.”
I’ve often heard landowners say that.  

There are many ways to express the sen-
timent, such as: “My children will inher-

it the land and should 
be able to sell it if they 
wish.”  When you cut 

to the core, these people are simply as-
serting that it’s their land, and that they 
have property rights which let them do 
whatever they wish with it. (Unsaid is, 
“Neighbors be damned.”) 

Pure Freedom? Nope

All of our lives are constrained in 
many ways: The IRS really does want 

your money. As irritating as someone 
may be, you can’t simply run him over 
with your Prius. While that Prius may 
cruise at ninety, you’d be risking a se-
rious ticket. You can quit paying your 
power bill, but have some candles and 
blankets handy.

You get the point.
From where do these constraints 

come? While common law and tradition 
are factors, we are most constrained by 
ordinances passed by legislative bodies. 
For example, Loudoun County gets a 
nickel for every plastic grocery bag you 
use.

Democracy

We live in a democracy, and we have 
a say in the election of the officials who 
pass ordinances. Democracy comes from 
the Greek “demos,” meaning people, and 
“kratos” meaning power. Thus, “pow-
er of the people” is a way of governing 
that depends on the peoples’ will as 

expressed in elections.
We hope that decent and wise people 

get elected to govern us, although histo-
ry suggests that this rarely happens, at 
least on a national level. Loudoun’s gov-
ernors – this Board of Supervisors – are 
a good group, but some past Boards have 
been neither wise nor good. 

Constraints and democracy bear di-
rectly on land use and property rights, as 
do wisdom and decency. 

A majority of citizens elect a govern-
ing body to promote a common weal. 
Decisions are not universally shared, 
as there are always political disagree-
ments. (And even more disagreements 
when businesses or their fast-talking 
shills butt in.) Supervisors need to have 
the wisdom of Solomon. Some do, some 
don’t.

A Dilemma

When the governing body grants the 
wishes of one group, doing so inevitably 

upsets another faction. What if only 
one small group seeks redress, perhaps 
vehemently opposing a brewery that’s 
bought land nearby. 

Which party should prevail in that 
situation? Supervisors can consider a 
myriad of facts and decide cases on the 
individual merits. Like it or not, we’ve 
elected the nine of them. (Personally, I 
think it’s a pretty good Board.)

Land use controversies happen con-
stantly. The concept of by-right zoning 
can make the decision easier since a 
Board could simply point to a zoning or-
dinance and say that its hands are tied. 

I would far, far prefer an end to by-
right zoning, and let the Board wrestle 
with land use controversies on a case-
by-case basis. Hopefully its decisions 
would be good for our general welfare.

Property Rights?

Yes, you do have property rights, but 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

Property Rights vs The Common Weal

OPINION

Reckless spending equals lower real wages

LETTER

Dear Editor:
When you drive around the Town of 

Purcellville including Hatcher Avenue and 
around certain developer-owned proper-
ties, these are the signs you see.

The signs on Hatcher Avenue of this 
“team” are in front of a home that is not 
occupied. This home is owned by the repre-
sentatives/developers of Vineyard Square 

on 21st Street, and this 
house along with the 
two others next to it 

are proposed to be demolished and a large 
building put up in its place. Is this what we 
want for our “small town feel?”

This “team” speaks of “small town 

charm” and “small 
town feel.” Really?

The other pic-
ture is in front of 
a property where 
the owners are 
not happy with the current uses proposed 
for their property, which today has the Ag-
ricultural Commercial designation. 

The Agriculture Commercial designation 
comes with limited uses but the owners 
want full commercial zoning. They would 
get increased millions of dollars with this 
zoning, as it comes with much denser uses. 
To heck with the additional traffic around 
the traffic circle at Main Street and 287, 

not to mention the increased demand for 
town services commercial zoning would 
generate. 

They want a higher “retirement” income.
Running for Mayor and Town Coun-

cil for the Town of Purcellville is serious 

Dear Editor:
People in high places and with 

significant influence have, without 
credible substantiation,  called into 
question the integrity of the local-
ly-directed American election system 

beginning with the 
2020 election. 

This is exception-
ally unfortunate and very serious, 
with democracy-ruining consequenc-
es, which can now easily find expres-
sion  in the November elections right 
here in our own Loudoun County.

Every picture tells a story 

Make a statement on 
the integrity of the 
election system

LETTER

LETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 »
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costs, slashing prices of pharmaceuticals, 
preventing terrorism and other essential 
actions. 

But Rep. Wexton voted with the majority 
to:

•	 Lower Healthcare, Drugs and Energy 
Costs by passing H.R. 5376, Inflation 
Reduction Act by 220 to 212

•	 Cut the Cost of Insulin – H.R. 6833, 
Affordable Insulin Now Act: 220 to 193

•	 Stop Oil and Gas Price Gouging – H.R. 
7688, Consumer Fuel Price Gouging 
Prevention Act: 217 to 203

•	 Protect Voting Right – H.R. 1, For the 
People Act: 220-209

We Have
Generators
In Stock!

703.880.9850THE STANDBY POWER PEOPLE ®

®

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage – whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours 
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you 
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us the Standby Power People.

Generator Supercenter of Virginia
www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com

© CHS NOVA 2022 
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

FREE Whole Home
Surge Protector

with a generator purchase from Generator Supercenter
of Virginia. *Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

*

We’ll Keep Your Life On.

Scan to Learn More!

Dear Editor:
It has come to my attention that Pur-

cellville Mayoral candidate Joel Grewe 
has stated in a recent Facebook group 
that “Also, on the note of history I be-
lieve Karl Phillips in 2006 had a partisan 
endorsement from the LCDC (Loudoun 
County Democratic Committee) in a 
run for mayor here in town.” 

Mr. Grewe’s aforementioned state-
ment is incorrect.

I did not seek nor did I receive an en-
dorsement from the 
LCDC when I ran for 
the Purcellville Town 

Council in 2002.  I did not seek nor did I 
receive an endorsement from the LCDC 
when I ran for Mayor of Purcellville in 
2006 and 2008. Mr. Grewe is mistaken 
or misinformed about this matter. I no 

longer reside in the Purcellville area 
and therefore do not generally make 
public comments regarding town pol-
itics. However, in a situation where I 
have been personally singled out by a 
candidate for public office, I feel the 
need to set the record straight.

I do not make any judgements re-
garding Mr. Grewe’s intentions regard-
ing his erroneous comment about me. 
To that extent, I will not weigh in on 
the upcoming town election, town is-
sues or candidates. I only ask that the 
voters of Purcellville fully exercise 
their constitutional right to vote on 
or before election day. Each election is 
important, local state, and federal.

Karl Phillips – Purcellville Town 
Councilman, 2002-2006

DEAR EDITOR:

The cure for the Democratitis in 
Loudoun County must begin with CPR.

The symptoms of Democratitis are 
many: the 9 percent inflation rate, the 
ultra-high energy costs, the needless 
taxes on plastic grocery bags, the insane 
quest to spend taxpayer dollars to try to 

“fix” the weather, the 
Marxist-like quest to 
keep parents from 

being involved in their children’s edu-
cation in Loudoun County Schools, and 
the never-ending efforts to restrict our 
rights listed in the Bill of Rights in our 
US Constitution.

The cause of Democratitis is, of course, 
those radical Democrat politicians who 
have been allowed to infiltrate our local, 
state, and federal governments. Exam-
ples include Jennifer Wexton, the Dem-
ocrat who represents Loudoun County 
in the US House of Representatives, and 

the vast majority of the members of the 
now-infamous Loudoun County School 
Board.

The cure for Democratitis may take a 
long time to find, but it must begin with 
CPR.    No, I don’t mean Cardio Pulmo-
nary Resuscitation (CPR).    I mean Cao, 
Polifko and Rivera (CPR).

Hung Cao is the patriotic Navy lead-
er and Republican candidate vying to 
replace Wexton, Tiffany Polifko is the 
talented Mom and candidate for school 
board in the Broad Run magisterial dis-
trict, and Michael Rivera is the talented 
Dad and candidate for school board in 
the Leesburg magisterial district.

You can help to begin the cure for 
Democratitis in Loudoun County by vot-
ing this year for CPR—Cao, Polifko, and 
Rivera. The future health of Loudoun 
County depends on you.

Mike Panchura
Sterling

I did not have any party endorsement The cure for Democratitis

LETTER

Dear Editor:
While Republicans continue to talk 

trash and spread disinformation, telling 
voters why they hate 
America – you know: 
public schools, ac-

curate history lessons, women’s rights, 

common sense gun regulations, free 
and fair elections – Jennifer Wexton has 
been busy making positive progress for 
all Americans.

Republicans voted against Demo-
cratic efforts to improve the lives of 
Americans by reducing healthcare 

Wexton makes positive progress for all 
Americans

LETTER

LETTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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Peripheral Neuropathy is the pain,
discomfort, and numbness caused by
nerve damage to the peripheral nervous
system. Dawn explained that daily tasks
like opening doors and using the
bathroom were overwhelmingly painful. 

“How can you live for the next 30 
years when you don’t even want to 
get out of bed to do simple things?” 

She was experiencing the burning,
numbness, tingling, and sharp pains 
that those suffering with neuropathy 
often describe. “The way that I would
describe it, it’s equivalent to walking 
on glass.” 

Dawn hadn’t worn socks in five years 
and was wearing shoes two sizes too 
big so that nothing would ‘touch’ 
her feet. 

Unfortunately, Dawn’s story 
is all too familiar for the over 

3 million people in the U.S. 
suffering from Peripheral 

Neuropathy. 

If you’re unfortunate enough to be 
facing the same disheartening 
prognosis you’re not sleeping at night
because of the burning in your feet. 
You have difficulty walking, shopping, 
or doing any activity for more than 
30 minutes because of the pain. 

You’re struggling with balance and 
living in fear that you might fall. 
Your doctor told you to ‘just live with 
the pain’ and you’re taking medications 
that aren’t working or have uncomfortable
side effects.

"SHE SAVED MY LIFE" 
Loudoun county resident Dawn R. had been experiencing the painful side effects of 

Peripheral Neuropathy, “my feet and legs were extremely painful and my doctor told me there

was nothing they could do. That I would have to take Gabapentin for the rest of my life.” 

Then she met Ashburn's very own Rachal Lohr, L.Ac.

Fortunately, two months ago Dawn read 
an article about Rachal and the work she
was doing to treat those suffering from
Peripheral Neuropathy, without invasive
surgeries or medications.

Rachal Lohr, founder of Firefly 
Acupuncture and Wellness, in Ashburn, 
is using the time tested science of
Acupuncture and a technology originally
developed by NASA that assists in
increasing blood flow and expediting
recovery and healing to treat this
debilitating disease. 

“Now when I go to bed at night I 
don’t have those shooting pains. 

I don’t have that burning sensation. 
I don’t have pain coming up my 

legs,” Dawn enthusiastically 
describes life after receiving 

Rachal Lohr's treatments. 
“I can wear socks and shoes!” 

Dawn and her sister now operate a
successful dog walking business,
sometimes covering up to 5 miles a day. 

What was once a missing link in senior
healthcare is now easily accessible to 
the residents of Northern Virginia.

If you’ve missed too many tee times
because of pain or you’ve passed on 
going to brunch and walking through 
the town centers with friends because
you’re afraid of falling, it’s time to call
Rachal and the staff at Firefly.

It’s time you let your golden 
years BE GOLDEN!

 
Rachal Lohr, L.Ac. is once again accepting
new patients. And for a limited time will 
be offering $40 consultations so call 
(703)263-2142 before November 15th 
 to schedule a consultation.

“It’s life altering. 
As far as I’m concerned Rachal 

saved my life!”

Rachal has been helping the senior
community for over 15 years using 
the most cutting edge and innovative
integrative medicine. Specializing in
chronic pain cases, specifically those 
that have been deemed ‘hopeless’ or
untreatable’, she consistently generates 
unparalleled results.  

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY? 
Call (703)263-2142 

to schedule a consultation!

Visit www.FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com 
to learn more and to take advantage of 

their New Patient Offer!
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Interviews with candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives for Virginia’s 10th District

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Candidates are in the order in which they appear on the ballot.

Blue Ridge Leader: What experiences 
in your life do you believe make you 
the best fit for the 10th Congressional 
District? 

Jennifer Wexton: I’ve dedicated my ca-
reer to public service here in VA-10, as 
a prosecutor, advocate for abused chil-
dren, state Senator, and now Member 
of Congress fighting on behalf of our 
community for the past four years.  

The reason I’ve dedicated so much 
of my life to public service is I believe 
I can truly make a positive change in 
the lives of our kids and families. I’ve 
put dangerous criminals behind bars, 
and supported survivors of domestic 
violence and vulnerable kids.  

In Washington, I’ve delivered for 
our district by voting to pass legisla-
tion that will lower costs for families 
and fight climate change, rebuild our 
nation’s infrastructure and expand 
broadband, and supercharge American 
manufacturing and innovation to cre-
ate millions of good-paying jobs. I be-
lieve we must continue this progress, 
which is why I’m fighting to tackle in-
flation, defend our fundamental rights, 
and protect our democracy. 

BRL: When elected, what bills would you 
want to sponsor? 

JW: When reelected, I look forward 
to building on the progress that I’ve 
made delivering on the issues that 
matter most to Virginia families and 
small businesses. I hope to advance 
my bipartisan legislation to equip in-
stitutions and individuals with the 
tools to prevent domestic violence be-
fore it occurs – delivering resources for 
prevention programs such as healthy 
relationship education and bystander 
empowerment.  

Additionally, I plan to move forward 
with my legislation to support local 
agritourism businesses by establishing 
a dedicated federal office of agritour-
ism to provide guidance and resources 
that can help these key small business-
es grow and thrive. 

BRL: What do you think will be the short- 
and long-term effects of the Inflation 
Reduction Act? 

JW: I proudly supported the Inflation 
Reduction Act to lower costs, fight in-
flation, and reduce the deficit. This ma-
jor legislation enacted by Democrats 
will deliver relief to families right now 
by extending Affordable Care Act sub-
sidies that will save tens of thousands 
of Virginia-10 families hundreds of 
dollars on their health care premiums.  

The bill also helps relieve inflation-
ary pressure we’re facing right now by 
ensuring the biggest corporations pay 
their fair share in taxes and cracking 
down on wealthy tax cheats – allowing 
us to make a down payment of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars to reduce 
the deficit. We’re also delivering on 
priorities that I’ve fought for since I 
came to Congress, like finally empow-
ering Medicare to negotiate prescrip-
tion drug prices and capping the cost 
of insulin for Medicare beneficiaries.  

Finally, the investments we’re mak-
ing to fight climate change will lower 
energy costs for families and guaran-
tee a healthy livable planet for future 
generations. 

BRL: Around what issues do you think 
are important to move this district and 
America forward? 

JW: The most pressing issue that I hear 
from Virginia families today is the 

Blue Ridge Leader: What experiences 
in your life do you believe make you 
the best fit for the 10th Congressional 
District?  

Hung Cao: The role of the Federal gov-
ernment is to provide for the common 
defense and promote the general wel-
fare. How do we do that? First, we must 
ensure that our country is secure.  

My experience in the United States 
military along with my professional 
relationships with federal and local 
law enforcement agencies, gives me 
the perspective we desperately need to 
tackle challenges we face at the south-
ern border.  

As an immigrant to this country, 
I join Americans in championing an 
immigration policy which welcomes – 
like it did my family – those who come 
legally. For the safety and health of our 
children, we must secure our border 
against those who wish to do us harm, 
by taking advantage of Biden and Wex-
ton’s open border policy to push fen-
tanyl into our communities and kill 
our loved ones.  

Second, our economy is suffering 
with the highest inflation in 40 years 
with no relief in energy and gas pric-
es. Cost of living expenses continue 
to rise, and Americans are now choos-
ing between paying for food or utility 
bills. We must cut spending and put 
more money back in the paychecks of 
hard-working Americans.  

We need strong Representatives 
with experience in budgeting, like my 
time writing the Navy’s $140 billion 
budget, not more lawyers, in Congress. 

BRL: When elected, what bills would you 
want to sponsor?  

HC: My top priority is to sponsor fiscal-
ly conservative legislation. Currently, 
Joe Biden, with the support of Jenni-
fer Wexton, is adding a tax burden to 
middle class Americans through stu-
dent loan forgiveness and legislation 
favoring far-left climate policies at a 
time when one-in-three Americans are 
dipping into their savings just to cover 
monthly bills and expenses.  

Also, families must be confident 
that their Representative will sup-
port their right to make decisions for 
their children. The proposed changes 
by the Biden Administration for Title 
IX, removes parents from making per-
sonal decisions in their own families 
and threatens the future of sports for 
girls and women. As the father of three 
precious daughters, I can not stand by 
language that threatens to set women 
back fifty years. Our daughters deserve 
to continue to have a fair chance to 
succeed and achieve in safe and sup-
portive environments.  

BRL: What do you think will be the short- 
and long-term effects of the Inflation 
Reduction Act?  

HC: The effects will be devastating. In 
the short term, it will do nothing to 
lower inflation and continues the trend 
of wasteful government spending.  

In the long term, which we may not 
have with a rapidly declining economy, 
it will raise taxes for every low-income 
and middle-class family. It adds 87,000 
new IRS agents to conduct audits on 
families and small business owners. 
This is not what residents of the tenth 
district support. We must waste no 
time reigning in government spending 
and quickly finding ways to give Amer-
icans back their hard-earned money so 

Jennifer Wexton Hung Cao
Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton has served the people of 
Virginia for over two decades as a prosecutor, advocate for 
abused children, state Senator, and now as a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from Virginia’s 10th District.  

After flipping a seat that was held by Republicans for almost 40 
years when she ran for Congress in 2018, Wexton has worked 
across the aisle in Washington to support small businesses and 
create jobs, ensure all our kids have the opportunity to grow and 
thrive, and look out for those in need.  

Wexton is a member of the House Appropriations Committee and the House Budget 
Committee. She lives in Leesburg, Virginia, with her husband, two sons, and two rescued 
labrador retrievers.  

Hung Cao is a retired Navy Captain who served in Special 
Operations for twenty-five years. Cao lives with his wife, April, 
and their five children in Purcellville, where they have been 
active in their community for several years.

Cao’s family escaped Vietnam in 1975 shortly before the fall of 
Saigon. Moved by the opportunities afforded to his family, Cao 
vowed to serve his newly adopted country.  

Cao is a member of the inaugural graduating class at Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, and was 
accepted to the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.  

His non-combat assignments included balancing the Navy’s $140 Billion budget at the 
Pentagon, writing Department of Defense policy, and participating in humanitarian and 
disaster relief in Pakistan. Cao retired from the Navy in October of 2021.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 »
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CAREGIVING:CAREGIVING:
NAVIGATINGNAVIGATING  
INTERFAMILY DYNAMICSINTERFAMILY DYNAMICS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12    
11:30AM-12:30PM

To register for this free virtual program,
email aaasupport@loudoun.gov 
or call 571-258-3490
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BY VALERIE CURY 

On Sept. 13, Mark Hoffman and Nancy Boyd of the 
Transportation and Capital Infrastructure Department 
presented an update on the status of current proposed 
Town of Purcellville projects to the Loudoun County 
Finance and Government Operations Committee and 
the County’s Economic Development Committee.

The slow pace of planning and reviews of the Fields 
Farm Park complex has prompted explanations from 
County administration and staff and, similarly, from 
the Town’s administration and staff, as well as from 
elected officials.

Loudoun County Transportation and Capital Infra-
structure’s Mark Hoffman said, “COVID hit and things 
[were transitioned] remotely …there was a snag in 
communication working remotely …working remotely 
was a challenge.” 

Hoffman noted that there were “delays in plat 

review” for the Fields Farm Park and Ride project, 
which is located on Fields Farm in the Town of Pur-
cellville. He said the “Fields Farm Park Road is a com-
plicated plat.” He also said that cost escalation is an 
issue with the project. 

Dale Lehnig, Town of Purcellville Director of En-
gineering Planning and Development, was in atten-
dance and said, “COVID-19 hit us pretty hard.” She 
said there was a “staffing change,” and she was put in 
charge of the “planning development and engineering 
department [at the direction of the town manager].”

“It was really difficult for me becoming the new 
director to coordinate with staff. I was working from 
home and staff was in the office,” Lehnig said. “We 
were also down a person, too.” She noted that the 
Town is now “up to full staffing, and we’ve gotten bet-
ter, and I’ve also thrown a couple more people into 
the mix.”

Lehnig said that the new people reviewing the plats 
are currently reviewing them, and “we’ve gone back 
and forth with them. We have to have an outside at-
torney to review them, and that takes some time too.”

Regarding the Fields Farm Park, she said, “We still 
need to do a revised water and sewer agreement.” 
Lehnig pointed out three main topics that are going 
to be issues regarding the park and ride and the park: 
“traffic, noise, and lighting.” 

She informed the County that the Purcellville Plan-
ning Commission Public Hearing is on Sept. 22, and 
on Oct. 6 there will be the Planning Commission vote 
on the proposed rezoning of the property – with all 
the special exceptions that are needed if the property 
were to get rezoned from Transition X to IP (Institu-
tional and Public Use). 

Lehnig said that a floodplain issue remains unre-
solved, and changes to water and sewer lines will im-
pact the extension of Mayfair Crown Drive. Lehnig in-
formed the County that the Purcellville Town Council 
has asked Town staff not to proceed with the admin-
istrative approval of Mayfair Crown Drive “until they 
have a chance to look at it more.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

BY LAURA LONGLEY

How does a 156-foot cell tower with arrays for up to 
five carriers get approved for construction next to an 
area zoned by a county as an “historic district”?

Take one town with a community desperately in need 
of cell service; a Town Council trying to meet the need 
and benefit from a percentage of the tower’s leasing 
fees; a wireless development, design, and management 
corporation, which, as is customary, subcontracts ju-
risdictional, environmental, and historic resources due 
diligence to a firm that specializes in that work. 

The town, in this instance, is Purcellville. The com-
munities without cell service are Hirst Farm, Locust 
Grove, and all nearby corridors. Wireless Edge of Ohio 
and New York State is the contract awardee, and that 
firm’s due diligence consultant is Trileaf Corporation of 
Towson, Maryland.  The location of the tower is Basham 
Simms Wastewater Treatment Facility on S. 20th St.

For a cell tower to be built, it must receive the neces-
sary Federal Communications Commission permits by 
meeting the requirements of Section 106 of the Nation-
al Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966.

 “The review process requires federal agencies to 
identify and assess the effects that federal undertak-
ings will have on significant historic resources,” notes 
Preservation Virginia, a statewide nonprofit. “Feder-
al undertakings can be projects or activities which are 
funded, permitted, licensed, or approved by any feder-
al agency, and can take place either on or off federally 
owned or controlled property.”

It is separate from the National Environmental Poli-
cy Act. But, as the Advisory Council on Historic Preser-
vation explains, both require federal agencies to “stop, 
look, and listen” before making decisions that impact 

historic properties and the human environment.
“If it is determined that the federal project will have 

adverse effects on the historic resource,” Preservation 
Virginia makes clear, “the federal agency must begin to 
explore ways—in consultation with the other parties—
to prevent, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects. 
This type of checks and balances system found with-
in the Section 106 review process has helped prevent 
and mitigate the loss of many significant historic sites 
across the nation.”

What does anyone in Purcellville or western Loudoun know 
about this tower?

From an informal canvas of Town Council members, 
the Town Planning Committee, and regional preserva-
tion and conservation organization, the answer is “not 
much.”

The project has not shown up on the radar screen of 
most of the nonprofits. Even members of communities 
that will benefit most from the enhanced cell service 
are, for the most part, in the dark.

One Town Council member says that he has not seen 
a rendering of the Wireless Edge tower. “They gave a 
presentation to the Town Council about a year ago,” 
when the Town Council approved a 40-year contract 
unanimously. “They did not provide a photograph or 
drawing of the tower but indicated they intend to install 
a monopole.”

According to the presentation given by Wireless Edge 
president and CEO John Arthur, the Purcellville tower will 
be constructed to accommodate up to five cellular carriers. 

Groups left out of the approval process

Wireless Edge’s consulting firm Trileaf tapped 

Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson of Herndon to man-
age the Section 106. 

A Section 106 requires identification of “consulting par-
ties who are invited to comment. These choices are pivot-
al, especially when organizations and jurisdictions respon-
sible for historic resources are not invited to the table. 

For Purcellville tower’s FCC permits application, 
Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson listed only two “con-
sulting parties:’’ the Purcellville Planning Commission 
and the Purcellville Historical Society. Their invitations 
were sent via email to “To Whom It May Concern.” Both 
the planning commission and historical society report 
they did not receive invitations. If one did land in their 
inbox, they were never opened. Bottom line: They did 
not comment. So noted in the Section 106 filing. 

Meanwhile, there was a host of preservation organi-
zations that could have been contacted given their on-
going work to prevent threats to irreplaceable historic 
resources: Piedmont Environmental Council, Lincoln 
Preservation Foundation, Loudoun Historic Village 
Alliance, Loudoun County Preservation and Conserva-
tion Coalition, Loudoun Heritage Commission, and the 
Loudoun Preservation Association. 

What historic resources were missed given those limited 
invitations for comment?

Here are a few:
•	 Goose Creek Historic District, which adjoins 

Purcellville at the cell tower site, is 10,000 acres of 
open farmland filled with 18th-century stone houses, 
barns, Civil War battlefields, and sites of burned 
mills. The district was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in November 1982. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 »

Purcellville’s cell tower approval: 
Can you hear me now?

COVID-19 cited as major delay in the 
Fields Farm Park proposed complex
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On Sept. 29, the Purcellville Town 
Council held a special meeting to hear 
a Leadership Analysis presentation and 
discussion conducted by John Anzivino, 
Management Analyst and Coordinator.

In 2017, Anzivino served as Inter-
im Town Manager for the Town of 
Purcellville. 

“This is a very different community 
than when I served here. It’s a beauti-
ful community,” Anzivino said. “It is so 
well kept, and it is a pleasant place to 
come to – and that is very important. It 
shows the pride of your staff in taking 
care of this community.”

Anzivino pointed out that Town 
staff works at a level of some of the 
bigger communities closer to the Dis-
trict. “There’s a number of those key 
staff – there’s approximately ten in the 
next three years that are eligible for 
retirement.” 

He said that staff should prepare for 
“a way to proceed to pass the torch, so 
you don’t lose the institutional memo-
ry, which most communities lose.” He 
said that he will cover this in detail in 
the next study. 

“I consider you to be an activist gov-
erning body.” When Council Member 
Tip Stinnette asked him to define the 
term “activist,” Anzivino explained, 
“This is a council that thinks outside 
the box, is very actively engaged in your 
job as a council member, and is really 
trying to get things done.”

There are numerous pages with re-
dactions in the Leadership Analysis. 
The redactions were done at the re-
quest of Town Manager David Mekarski, 
redacted by the Town Clerk, verified by 
Town Attorney Sally Hankins, then sent 
to the Human Resources Department to 
check the legality of the redactions. 

The pages of redactions centered 
around the “Town Manager’s perfor-
mance, which is by contract and by tra-
dition and by practice with this Council 
a personnel matter that is to be given 
the privilege to be discussed in execu-
tive session,” said Town Manager David 
Mekarski. 

Defending his own decision, Mekar-
ski continued, “Because the comments 
were merely that – unsubstantiated 
comments – there is no way to gauge 
the veracity, and they could be a level of 
truth, or they could not. All I would like 
to do as the Town Manager is to have 
the opportunity to go through those.” 

He said he would accept written 

comments and he would “accept those 
that are constructive criticism and re-
but those that are not. But I don’t think 
those elements are part of the public 
forum.”

Anzivino said he has worked as a 
town manager and a consultant in the 
private sector. He has worked in gov-
ernment offices and worked with 100 
entities. “A lot of them are laid back and 
docile. You folks are very active in your 
role as elected officials, and you should 
be proud of that.” 

He said the study should serve as a 
blueprint for future action, interaction 
with staff and committees, commis-
sions, and boards. He added that de-
fining the roles of the governing body 
is key. 

“The Council as granted in your char-
ter by the General Assembly operates 
under the council/town manager form 
of government,” Anzivino said. This is 
a form of government which 54 percent 
of the communities in the United States 
are utilizing and “originated in Stanton, 
Virginia in 1917-1918.” 

He said the town manager and the 
governing body should be “joined at 
the hip, to forge a vision for the com-
munity, and for that manager to have 
that vision to carry out on behalf of the 
council.”

“The mayor is responsible for manag-
ing the meetings and is the visible head 
of the elected body,” he said.

Anzivino noted that the Town’s bud-
get is their work plan. He said that the 
Director of Engineering, Planning and 
Economic Development is “working 
about as hard as she can be working to 
fulfill the management of a wide range 
of projects.” 

“Council sets the direction for the 
community and you direct your manag-
er to get it done. It’s your role to set the 
parameters of what you want done.” He 
added, “But it’s the manager’s job to get 
it done.”

Touching on the recommendation for 
the Town in the Organizational Assess-
ment, Anzivino said, “That’s something 
for everyone here, for the staff and the 
Council to be very proud of because 
there are some big things in there. 

“Your asset management for the first 
time, you as a local government are tak-
ing a look at the assets you have which 
belong to the citizens and saying okay, 
what kind of shape are they in and how 

With 30 years of 
experience working with 
complex organizations 
in the U.S. Army, 
the Department of 
Homeland Security and 
private industry,  
I am passionate about 

serving my country. As a 22-year resident of Loudoun 
County and a 5-year resident of Hamilton, I will do what’s 
best for our community!

Political advertisement paid for and approved by the candidate.

I WILL: 
Ensure safe sidewalks and crosswalks for all 
pedestrians

Curtail speeding through the town

Ensure a great sense of community (town 
events, community service, people and pet 
friendly)

Support small businesses

Be transparent with great communications 
and updates on projects and budgets

Commit to the people of Hamilton and 
address what matters most

FOR MAYOR OF HAMILTON
ON NOV 8!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

“We have all the essential elements  
of a strong town government” 
John Anzivino’s Leadership Analysis 
for Purcellville

14	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 OCTOBER 2022



OCTOBER 2022 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 15



Saturday, October 8
at 

The Carver Center
200 E Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville, Va 20132

6 - 9 pm
6-7 pm  Appetizers and meet the candidates
7-8 pm  Mayoral candidates
8-9 pm  Town Council candidates

Open to the public

Come with your questions.
All candidates invited.

T OW N  O F  P U RC E L LV I L L E 
Candidate Forum

The Town of Purcellville election is November 8  
at Emerick and Mountain View Elementary
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Loudoun County election officials 
want voters to be aware of notices sent 

by the Virginia De-
partment of Elections 
to all Virginia voters 

regarding their polling locations for the 
Nov. 8 general election. They want vot-
ers to know:

There is only one polling place in 
Loudoun County that has changed from 
the last election. In the Middleburg Pre-
cinct, voting will take place at the Mid-
dleburg American Legion Post 295, 111 
The Plains Road, until the new Middle-
burg Town Hall is completed.

There will be future changes in 
Loudoun that will go into effect after the 
November 2022 election, due to the local 
redistricting plan adopted by the Board 
of Supervisors earlier this year.

No action is required upon receipt of 
the notice.

“The only thing we would ask in regards 
to this notice from the state is that the vot-
er write ‘return to sender’ on the envelope 
if the notice does not belong to someone 
in their household,” said Loudoun County 
General Registrar Judy Brown. “This will 
help us with our efforts to maintain our 
records of registered voters.”

Nov. 8, General Election

As a reminder, early voting for the Nov. 

8 general election has begun at the Of-
fice of Elections and Voter Registration, 
750 Miller Dr. SE, Suite C in Leesburg. 
Hours for early voting will be 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., Monday -Friday, with expanded 
locations starting Oct. 24. 

Offices on the Nov. 8, general election 
ballot in Loudoun County will include 
the 10th Congressional District seat, 
Loudoun County School Board members 
for the Broad Run and Leesburg Dis-
tricts, mayor and town council in Ham-
ilton, Hillsboro, Leesburg, Lovettsville 
and Purcellville and a town council seat 
in Round Hill. Three county government 
bond questions will also be on the ballot.

Stay Informed

Text LCVOTES to 888777 to receive 
text alerts from the Loudoun County Of-
fice of Elections and Voter Registration 
or sign up for the Election Update cate-
gory through  Alert Loudoun, the coun-
ty’s email and text notification system.

Follow the Office of Elections and Vot-
er Registration on Facebook and Twitter. 
Loudoun County Government also posts 
general information on Facebook and 
Twitter.

More information about the Nov. 8, 
general election, including links to sam-
ple ballots, is online at  loudoun.gov/
novemberelection.

The Rt. 7 Bypass will have lane closures 
between Monday, Oct. 3 and Friday, Nov. 
11 for cleaning and painting of the Bell 
Road (Rt. 720) overpass located between 

the Rt. 7 Business 
(East Loudoun Street) 
Purcellville/Round 

Hill interchange and the Rt. 287 (Berlin 
Turnpike) interchange, according to the 
Virginia Department of Transportation.

Lane closures on the Rt. 7 Bypass at 
Bell Road are allowed during the follow-
ing days and times:

•	 Mondays through 
Fridays: Eastbound 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., westbound 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

•	 Monday nights through Friday 
nights: Eastbound 8 p.m. to 5 a.m., 
westbound 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.

•	 Saturday nights: 10 p.m. to 8 a.m.
•	 Sunday nights: 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

At least one lane of the Rt. 7 Bypass 
in each direction will remain open at all 
times.

During the bridge work, two-way traf-
fic will be maintained along Bell Road, 
but the road will be narrowed between 
Bernadette Court/Dwyer Court and Os-
burn Road to allow crews to stage their 
equipment on the bridge.

Drivers are reminded to use caution 
when traveling in active work zones. Be 
alert to new traffic patterns and limit 
distractions.  

You can get real-time traffic, work 
zone and incident information online 
at  511virginia.org, via the free mo-
bile 511Virginia app, or by calling 511 in 
Virginia anywhere anytime.

Follow VDOT Northern Virginia on 
Twitter: @vadotnova

Virginia voters receive 
notices from State 
Department of Elections 

Rt. 7 Bypass lane closures  
at Bell Rd. in Round Hill

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT
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• Free on-site consultation

• Competitive pricing and can 
help with financing

• Built to your specifications

• No cheap or discount 
materials— but still offer the 
most competitive pricing in 
the industry

• Where honesty, Integrity, and 
quality still matters

5280 Lee Hwy, Warrenton, VA

www.customgaragesofvirginia.com

Do you have a dream?  
Let us help you build it!

888-919-4797

CUSTOM GARAGES
OF V IRG INIA

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Progress, or lack of it, on the 
long-awaited Rt. 7/690 Interchange in 
the Town of Purcellville has been mak-
ing headlines as County officials take 
aim at the Town for time lags in permit 
reviews and approvals.

Supervisor Tony Buffington (R-Blue 
Ridge) took to Facebook on Sept. 15 to 
declare “URGENT NEWS: Major permit 

review delays by the 
Town of Purcellville 
have put the Coun-

ty’s Rt. 7/690 Interchange project at SE-
RIOUS RISK of major multi-year delays. 

“I call on the Mayor and Town Council 
to ensure all necessary reviews of this 
project are fully completed, approved, 
and returned to the County prior to the 
end of this calendar year. If that does 
not happen, the County will likely be 
forced to return state funding for this 
project back to the state to preserve 
our good standing and future ability 
to successfully apply for state funding 
on other projects as they do not like 
to see projects they’ve funded become 
stagnant. 

“The County began its request for 
necessary Town approvals in August of 
2020. Typical Town review processes for 

something like this take 6-8 months. 
We’re currently at 25 months and count-
ing which has delayed the project to the 
point that the state has now classified 
this project as critical due to a lack of 
continuous progress.”

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser re-
butted Buffington’s assertions. “Supervi-
sor Buffington, please let the Purcellville 
and Western Loudoun community know 
how the Rt. 7/690 Interchange project 
is connected to the Fields Farm Road to 
Mayfair Crown Drive linkage proposal, 
and also quantify your alleged “serious 
risks” of  major multi-year delays and 
your claim of funds being returned to 
the Commonwealth. The County staff 
told us a month ago, in Town Council 
chambers, that there were no risks of 
losing funds.

“Further, we are engaging our taxpay-
ers, especially those who are directly im-
pacted, on all aspects of these proposed 
developments to make sure their voices 
are heard and that there are no adverse 
impacts to their health, safety, and wel-
fare today and into the future. Please 
don’t misconstrue community engage-
ment and due diligence as delays.”

What was not making headlines 
but could have more impact on the 

interchange project are two issues that 
have not gained much traction.

The first involves Loudoun County’s 
ownership of a home on approximately 
half an acre in Catoctin Meadows on N. 
21st St.  It is adjacent to an area essential 
to successful interchange construction. 

The County bought the Walker home 
in October 2018. The house is hard to 
spot as it sits below street level, sur-
rounded by trees and close to the South 
Fork of Catoctin Creek. It backs up to  
Catoctin Meadows’ common open space 
wetlands.

The house has been boarded up since 
the County bought it. After the proper-
ty became overgrown and littered with 
trash, HOA members appealed to Buff-
ington’s staff. Soon the lawn was mowed, 
the yard was cleaned up, and the place 
was monitored by the Purcellville Police 
Department and the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office.

But why the County bought the land 
is what’s relevant here. Loudoun Coun-
ty Dedication of Right of Way plats pro-
vided to the Town show that the Walker 
property is necessary to construct the 
Rt.7 eastbound off-ramp onto N. 21st St. 

Loudoun County acknowledges that 
its ownership of that property makes the 

County a member of the Catoctin Mead-
ows Homeowners Association. 

However, if the purpose of the pur-
chase was to access land necessary for 
an off-ramp, the question becomes 
whether or how the County can annex 
its property out of the HOA. To do so 
would be in disregard of the Declaration 
of Covenants with which the rest of the 
HOA members must comply. Could the 
County then move the Town to rezone 
and challenge its own Comprehensive 
Plan, thus avoiding the legal and polit-
ical consequences of declaring “eminent 
domain”?   

But there are more immediate concerns to 
address: wetlands

Catoctin Meadows’ 14.2 acres of dedi-
cated common open space is comprised 
almost entirely of wetlands. The wet-
lands have been protected by the HOA 
members ever since the late Purcellville 
developer Bruce Brownell built the com-
munity in 1994. Over the last three de-
cades, this land has evolved into a wild-
life sanctuary. In addition, the wetlands 
provide a barrier to stormwater surges 
and serve as a natural filter for the Town 
parks downstream.

New issues arise over the Rt.7/690 Interchange

GOVERNMENT
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Loudoun County election officials 
remind voters of important dates and 
deadlines for the upcoming general elec-
tion on Tuesday, Nov. 8.

  Early voting has started at the Of-
fice of Elections and 
Voter Registration,  
750 Miller Dr. SE, Suite 

C, Leesburg, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday 
-Friday.

•	 Monday, Oct. 17: Last day 
to register to vote.

•	 Monday, Oct. 24: In-person early 
voting expands to additional 
locations. 

•	 Friday, Oct. 28: Last day to request 
a ballot by mail.

•	 Saturday, Nov. 5: Last day for early 
voting.

•	 Tuesday, Nov. 8: Election Day; In-
person voting, 6 a.m. – 7 p.m.

 
What’s on the Ballot
Offices on the Nov. 8, general election 

ballot in Loudoun County will include 
the 10th Congressional District seat, 
Loudoun County School Board members 
for the Broad Run and Leesburg Dis-
tricts, mayor and town council in Ham-
ilton, Hillsboro, Leesburg, Lovettsville 
and Purcellville and a town council seat 
in Round Hill. Three county government 
bond questions will also be on the ballot.

Stay Informed

Text LCVOTES to 888777 to receive 
text alerts from the Loudoun County Of-
fice of Elections and Voter Registration 

or sign up for the Election Update cate-
gory through  Alert Loudoun, the coun-
ty’s email and text notification system.

Follow the Office of Elections and Vot-
er Registration on Facebook and Twitter. 
Loudoun County Government also posts 
general information on Facebook and 
Twitter.

More information about the Nov. 8, 
general election, including links to sam-
ple ballots, is online at  loudoun.gov/
novemberelection.

ballot in Loudoun County will include 
the 10th Congressional District seat, 
Loudoun County School Board members 
for the Broad Run and Leesburg Dis-
tricts, mayor and town council in Ham-
ilton, Hillsboro, Leesburg, Lovettsville 
and Purcellville and a town council seat 
in Round Hill. Three county government 
bond questions will also be on the ballot.

Stay Informed
Text LCVOTES to 888777 to receive 

text alerts from the Loudoun County Of-
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or sign up for the Election Update cate-
gory through  Alert Loudoun, the coun-
ty’s email and text notification system.
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Early voting for November 
election has started

GOVERNMENT

The Loudoun County Fire and Rescue 
Fire Marshal’s Office reminds residents 
open burning started on Oct. 1, and will 
continue through midnight February 14, 

2023. Open burning 
is permitted for the 
burning of leaves and 
trees, brush, yard and 

garden trimmings generated on-site, ex-
cept  where always prohibited. All fires 
must be called into the Loudoun County 
Emergency Communications Center at 
703-777-0637 prior to ignition and when 
extinguished.

If current weather conditions for open 
burning deem it to be a high-risk ac-
tivity, additional restrictions may ap-
ply. Burning is always prohibited in urban 
or built-up areas (such as subdivisions) 

throughout Loudoun County and the 
Town of Leesburg, or in the town limits of 
Lovettsville, Middleburg, Purcellville, and 
Round Hill.

Legally Set Open Air Fires are Subject to All 
Local Regulations

 Fires are to be constantly attended by 
a competent person(s) at least 18 years of 
age, with means to control and extinguish 
the fire.

Open burning may be no closer than 50 
ft. from any structure and pose no haz-
ards to a roadway.

Bonfires are permitted, provided that 
they consist of neatly piled seasoned 
wood, stacked no more than 5’ x 5’, and 
no closer than 50 ft. from any structure.

Open burning regulations  
for fall and winter

GOVERNMENT
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Beautiful
by 

www.KSAKitchens.com

540-338-2613

211 East Main Street

 Purcellville, Virginia

BY VALERIE CURY

On Tuesday Sept. 20, Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin (R) visited the Loudoun County 
Elections office on National Voter Reg-
istration Day, located at 750 Miller Drive 
SE in Leesburg. 

While touring the 
election office with 
Deputy Director 

Richard M. “Ricky” Keech, Youngkin re-
affirmed if voters overvote it will not be 
counted. The machines are closed and 
sealed during early voting every eve-
ning, and also before they restart. The 
number of votes is reaffirmed every day. 
Over votes are not counted, and the ma-
chines have no internet connection.

In a press gaggle after his visit at the 
County election office Youngkin said, 
“The Virginia election process is safe 
and secure and we continue to make it 
work even more so.”

“I think it’s really important for us to 
illuminate the process that our election 
teams go through in advance of early vot-
ing starting on Friday [Sept. 23], and the 
testing of all these machines that count 

the actual paper ballots is something 
that I wanted to see,” Youngkin said. 
“To see the precision and the scrutiny 
that each one of these machines gets is 
really important.

“I applaud the Loudoun County elec-
tions board. I applaud the team and the 
work that they are doing in order to re-
affirm and establish confidence in our 
election process.”

Youngkin said that the Department 
of Elections has done an extraordinary 
job in supporting “what are extremely 
capable teams at the local level … I want 
to make sure everybody understands in 
Virginia everyone has to have, by law, 
a paper ballot.” He said the accuracy 
of counting the ballots is what is being 
tested now, and it’s certified. 

“It’s a very important process that we 
get right. We have an accurate election 
process; it is dependable. I am encour-
aged by the fact that we are working fur-
ther to improve it. All processes can be 
improved.”

Youngkin said there were three laws 
that have passed this year on a bipartisan 

basis. “One excluded outside 
money from coming in and 
being used to run the process, 
and otherwise used as Zuckerbucks. That 
is no longer allowed.”

This refers to approximately $350 mil-
lion in donations and money from Mark 
Zuckerberg to election officials in battle-
ground counties throughout the country. 

Another law that was passed is that 

the voter rolls are updated weekly “for 
anyone who passes away unfortunately, 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Also 
absentee ballots are assigned back to the 
precincts,” he said. 

“My job as governor is to reassure peo-
ple that the election integrity work force 
is a good thing,” Youngkin said. 

Youngkin tours the Loudoun 
County Elections Office

GOVERNMENT
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Purcellville Motors, Inc.Purcellville Motors, Inc.
540-313-0493540-313-0493
www.purcellvillemotors.com
145 N. 21st Street, Purcellville

Competitively priced vehicles  
with NO processing fees!

Additional tag sale  
locations in Purcellville:
710 Irvine Bank Lane
461 S. Maple Avenue
401 S. 11th Street
653 S. Maple Avenue
617 Elliot Drive
211 S. Orchard Drive
231 W. J Street
130 S. 32nd Street
404 Ashleigh Road
36938 Glendale Street
445 Autumn Chase Court
220 S. 29th Street
520 Canterbury Circle
916 Strawberry Court
451 S Maple Avenue  
(BLUE RIDGE DEMOCRATS)

16940 Hillsboro Road
37831 Remington Drive
609 Wooden Bridge Drive 
(GUYS GOODIES & GARAGE SALE)

431 E. Main Street
408 Ashleigh Road
321 S 26th Street 
(LITTLE ARTS)

Also, in Round Hill:
17621 Lakefield Road

CARDS TO SELL?CARDS TO SELL?
We will be buying during  
the Purcellville Tag Sale!

Come see us at 101 E Main St, Purcellville
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Blue Hydrangea
Jenny’s Salon

Blue Hydrangea
Jenny’s Salon

NostalgiaNostalgia
Twin Flame 

Vintage
Twin Flame 

Vintage

Paint and 
Paper Place

Re-Love ItRe-Love It

Clothing ClosetClothing Closet

Another Turn TackAnother Turn Tack

TwigsTwigs

Grutos

Jason P. Sengpiehl
Allstate

Hit n Run
Sports Cards

Hit n Run
Sports Cards

Cozy Fox
Estate Jewelry

Cozy Fox
Estate Jewelry

Abernathey and SpencerAbernathey and Spencer

Two Rivers
Yarns

Two Rivers
Yarns

Blue Sky Farm

Town LotTown Lot

Valley Energy LotValley Energy Lot

Nichols HardwareNichols Hardware

Twin Flame VintageTwin Flame Vintage
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900 Degree Pizza
Purcellville Pharmacy

The Purcellville Pub

Terry’s Body Shop

1

5

7 10

9

11

12 14

Full Distance
PT & Wellness
Full Distance
PT & Wellness

15

Paparazzi Jewelry
M and M Bomb Parties

Crowns and Wildflowers
Loudoun County Republican Committee

Blue Ridge Democrats
Dragonfly Pond Farm

Blue Ridge Bible Church
Hill Haven Handmade

Mary Kay
Friendly Lane Collective

Marina Olchevskaia
Time2Shine Jewels
Mother Made Me

Novune, LLC

TOWN LOT
Main St & 

Hatcher Ave 3

BLUE 
HYDRANGEA
550 E Main St

JENNY’S SALON
604 E Main St

Hair Salon 2nd Floor

4
Home Gifts & Décor

KarenLee Fabrick Design
K&S Fine Arts

Dragon Weaver Crafts
Woodgrove Music and Arts Assoc.

Round Hill Soap Co.

TWIGS
613 E Main St

VALLEY 
ENERGY LOT
100 E Main St

5NOSTALGIA AND
TWIN FLAME VINTAGE

142 E Main St
In The Lot:

Amalgamated Costume and Design
Together Vintage

Woodburn Farm Antiques
Harmony United Methodist Church

Bittersweet Design Studio
CSunny Art

1

© The Blue Ridge Leader

Home Décor
Jewelry
Clothes

Gifts
and more

HIT N  RUN 
SPORTS CARDS

101E Main St 7

LVHS MUSIC 
BOOSTERS

340 N Maple Ave
LVHS Parking Lot

8
Multiple Vendors

ANOTHER TURN 
TACK & APPAREL

221 N 21st St
9

Tack, Riding Apparel, Barn Supplies

THE COZY FOX 
ESTATE JEWELRY

105 E Main St
10

ABERNETHY 
& SPENCER 

GREENHOUSES
18035 Lincoln Road

MAYFAIR 
COMMUNITY

Mayfair Crown 
DriveCommunity Wide Sale

RE-LOVE IT
701-D W Main St

Consignment Shop, 
Household Goods

Furniture

6

LOT NEXT TO 
NOSTALGIA

130 E Main St
Multiple Vendors

15 

2

1112

ECLECTIC 
CHARM

405 West Colonial 
Hwy, Hamilton

13

Home Decor and 
Vintage Finds

BLUE SKY FARM
37370 Allder School Rd

Purcellville

14Multi Vendor Barn Sale 

Another Blue Moon
Antiques on Washington

Baileywyck Antiques
Coast and County
Evolutionary Arts

Middleburg Antique Gallery

Additional tag sale  
locations in Purcellville:
221 East D St.
640 Elliot Drive
525 Gentlewood Sq.
329 Bill Brower Ct.
710 Irvine Bank Lane, 
Village Case
123 Misty Pond Terrace
501 S. Orchard Dr.
37855 Wexford Pl.
405 Falls Chapel Ct.
411 W J Street
511 South 11th Street
231 W J St.
330 W Main Street
37370 Allder School Road
36517 Spring Pond Lane
105 Amalfi Court
522 Gentlewood Square
38529 Broadoak Pl., 
Hamilton - Broadoak HOA
824 Woodbine Court
228 E Skyline Drive
609 Wooden Bridge Drive
200 S 20th Street
100 Ravello Ct.
821 Candleridge Court
533 Canterbury Circle
650 Dominion Terrace

Advertisers shown in orange. 

Participating Tag Sale businesses and lot 
locations are shows in blue.

S A T U R D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  8 t h  •   8  A M  –  6  P M
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Best 

wood brick 

oven pizza

900 DEGREE PIZZA
(540) 338-3322 • 609 E Main St A, Purcellville

Hours: M-Th 11-9, Fri-Sat 11-10, Sun 12-8

101 N. Bailey Lane
P.O. Box 940
Purcellville, VA 20134

Loudoun’s CoLLision speCiaLists

Family Owned & Operated 
for over 30 Years

Terry’s Body shop

Terry MarTin

540.338.5500

Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
Better Health. Better Life.

$25  
Gift Card 

with 
Prescription 

Transfer

Kiran Dharmala Pharmacist 
609 E Main St. Ste. Q, Purcellville 
www.Purcellville-Pharmacy.com 
540 751-9750 • Fax 540 441-7099

PURCELLVILLE 
PHARMACY

Clothing
Furniture

Housewares
Jewelry and 

More

142 A East Main Street, Purcellville

Full Distance
Physical Therapy & Wellness Center

www.fulldistance.com 
540 - 328 - 1983

| Physical Therapy | Geriatric Coordination & Care | Personal Training |

Find us at:
130 S 20th Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

| Group Fitness | Aerial Yoga | Spin | Zumba |

Full Distance
Physical Therapy & Wellness Center

www.fulldistance.com 
540 - 328 - 1983

| Physical Therapy | Geriatric Coordination & Care | Personal Training |

Find us at:
130 S 20th Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

| Group Fitness | Aerial Yoga | Spin | Zumba |

Full Distance
Physical Therapy & Wellness Center

www.fulldistance.com 
540 - 328 - 1983

| Physical Therapy | Geriatric Coordination & Care | Personal Training |

Find us at:
130 S 20th Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

| Group Fitness | Aerial Yoga | Spin | Zumba |
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613 E Main Street, Purcellville, VA 20132
www.twigsva.com

Huge markdowns at our tag sale on 
many great Twigs items! Vintage flea too!

Paint • Wallpaper • Sundries

(540) 338-5100 • 701 C West Main St., Purcellville

 Clothing  Closet 
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540 338-5859

101 South Maple Ave., Unit E 
Purcellville, VA 20132

Authentic 
Thai Food

701 D WEST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE • 540.751.0707

CARDS TO SELL?CARDS TO SELL?
We will be buying during  
the Purcellville Tag Sale!

Come see us at 101 E Main St, Purcellville
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Home Decor and 
Vintage Finds

BLUE SKY FARM
37370 Allder School Rd

Purcellville

14Multi Vendor Barn Sale 

Another Blue Moon
Antiques on Washington

Baileywyck Antiques
Coast and County
Evolutionary Arts

Middleburg Antique Gallery

S P O N S O R E D  BY

141 W. MAIN ST.
PURCELLVILLE

Sharing the Love
for 15 
Years

107 S. KING ST.
LEESBURG 

Barn Sale

Blue Sky Farm
37370 Allder School Road |  Purcellville, VA

Another Blue Moon
Antiques on Washington
Baileywyck Antiques
Coast & Country
Evolutionary Arts
Middleburg Antique Gallery
Blue Sky Flowers www.coastcountry.net

Bringing you quality goods and services since 1914

131 N. 21st Street, Purcellville
(540) 338-7131

Nichols Hardware

Glass cutting, 
screen repair, 

blade sharpening, 
pipe cutting, pipe 
threading, delivery 

available. S A T U R D AY,  O C T O B E R  8 t h 
8  A M  –  6  P M
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Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

LYDIA CLARK, REALTOR® 
MRP, PSA, SFR 
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

Lydia Clark brings warmth, enthusiasm 
and authenticity to her real estate clients 
which immediately puts them at ease. A 
Northern Virginia resident for more than 
13 years, Lydia has immersed herself in 
the community by engaging local leaders, 
volunteering, as well as supporting 
local businesses. She supports many 
local causes, such as Upper Loudoun 
Little League, HeroHomes, Purcellville 
Woman’s Club, Tree of Life, Discover 
Purcellville and Ellie’s Hats. Lydia is also 
the LifeSkills Branch Director for Tree 
of Life Purcellville, an Advisory Board 
Member for the Purcellville Cannons, 
an Ambassador for Loudoun County’s 
Area Agency on Aging, a member 
of the American Warrior Real Estate 
Professionals and is a designated Military 
Relocation Professional (MRP).

Lydia provides comprehensive service 
to her clients, including pre-staging 
her clients homes prior to listing them, 
professional photography and video, 
and comprehensive marketing. She 
also has a team of local professionals, 
including lenders, contractors and legal/
title attorneys. Loudoun County has been 
a wonderful place to raise her family. 
Originally from the New York City area, 
Lydia is married to a Navy Veteran and has 
two sons.

Communication and trust are the foundation of Lydia’s business.

Join the Town of Purcellville and the 
Purcellville Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board for the second annual Cele-
brate Purcellville, a week-long, town-
wide event from Oct. 3 – 9. 

Use your Celebrate Purcellville pass-
port to visit more than 40 businesses 

and organizations in 
town, go on a town-
wide scavenger hunt, 

try geocaching, and join in the Celebrate 
Purcellville finale for live music, activi-
ties, and a chance to win prizes.  

Get more information and a list of 
the participating businesses and orga-
nizations on the  Celebrate Purcellville 
page  on the Town website at:  https://
purcellvilleva.gov/celebrate-purcellville.

Celebrate Purcellville Activities  
from Oct. 3 – 9

Celebrate Purcellville Passport—The 
Celebrate Purcellville Passport will in-
clude a list of the businesses and orga-
nizations that are participating in the 
week-long event.  

As of Sept. 30, the Celebrate Purcell-
ville Passport is available at Town Hall 

(221 S. Nursery Ave) and the Purcellville 
Library (220 E. Main Street). The pass-
port may also be downloaded at: https://
purcellvilleva.gov/celebrate-purcellville. 

Passports with a minimum of 20 
stamps can be turned in from noon to 
1 p.m. during the Celebrate Purcellville 
finale at Dillon’s Woods on Oct. 9 for a 
chance to win prizes that have been do-
nated by participating businesses and 
organizations. The grand prize is $500 
donated by Sengpiehl Insurance Group.  
Winners will be announced at the fina-
le on Sunday, Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. in Dillon’s 
Woods.  You must be present to win.

Scavenger Hunt—There will be 10 
painted horseshoes placed around town. 
Each horseshoe has a code written on 
the back. Use the Scavenger Hunt page in 
the Celebrate Purcellville Passport to get 
the clues, and when you find each horse-
shoe, to write the code in the passport. 

If you get 5 or more codes, you can tear 
this page out of the passport and drop it 
in the special bin from noon to 1 p.m. on 
Oct. 9 during the Celebrate Purcellville 
finale for a chance to win a prize. You 
must be there to win.

Geocaching—For Celebrate Purcell-
ville, we are introducing three new geo-
cache locations.

Celebrate Purcellville Finale on Oct. 9

Live music, prizes, and activities in 
Dillon’s Woods—From noon to 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, Oct. 9, join the Purcellville 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board for 
live music and a variety of games and 
activities in Dillon’s Woods. Performers 
include: Ben Demase, The Retrones, the 
Loudounettes from the Dance Acade-
my of Loudoun, Justin Trawick and the 
Common Good, and Chris Timbers. A 
variety of games will also be set up. Bev-
erages will be sold by American Legion 
Post 293, and food will be available for 
purchase. People may also bring their 
own picnics and come enjoy a fun day in 
the park. 

Those who obtained at least 20 stamps 
in their Celebrate Purcellville passports 
and/or at least 5 codes from the scav-
enger hunt may turn them in between 
noon and 1 p.m. for a chance to win priz-
es donated by participating businesses 
and organizations. The prize drawings 

will be at 2 p.m. and you have to be there 
to win.  

Those who come to the finale will also 
be able to take a piece of history as a lim-
ited number of boards from the floor of 
the Bush Tabernacle will be given away 
(limit one per person). Dillon’s Woods is 
part of the Fireman’s Field Complex at 
250 South Nursery Avenue Purcellville, 
VA 20132. 

Celebrate Purcellville is hosted by 
the Town of Purcellville and the Pur-
cellville Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board, and sponsored by Sengpiehl In-
surance Group, Costello’s Ace Hardware, 
Purcellville Business Association, Vir-
ginia Citizens Armory, KP3, and OHM 
Productions.

For more information, visit the Cel-
ebrate Purcellville page of the Town 
website at https://purcellvilleva.gov/
celebrate-purcellville.

Purcellville Tag Sale Oct. 8

Visitors, residents, and shoppers will 
also be able to enjoy the Purcellville 
Tag Sale, hosted by Nostalgia Vintage 

Purcellville’s Annual ‘Celebrate Purcellville’ Oct. 3-9
Purcellville Tag Sale Oct. 8

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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Ron Rise Jr. Carol Luke Boo BennettStan Milan

Purcellville Town CouncilPurcellville Mayor

Paid for and Authorized by Milan for Mayor and Ron Rise Jr., Carol Luke, and Mary F. “Boo” Bennett for Town Council

www.MilanforMayor.com      
Email: MilanforMayor@gmail.com

“I know the Town of 
Purcellville will be in 
good hands with Stan 
Milan for Mayor, Ron 
Rise Jr., Carol Luke, and 
Boo Bennett for Town 
Council.” 
- Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser

Slow Growth  •  Debt Reduction  •  Controlled Spending

Commitment and Service Go Hand in Hand 
with Serving our Purcellville Community.

“My opponent seeks partisan and outside endorsements.  
I am seeking the support of our citizens. Keep our election local.” 

- Stan Milan for Mayor

VOTE NOVEMBER 8 
at Emerick and Mountain View

Stan Milan in Afghanistan.
Ron Rise Jr. working his first job  at Nichols Hardware.

Carol Luke walking her dogs 
around town. Boo Bennett watering plants 

on 21st Street.
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support local businesses

PURCELLVILLE 
CLEANERS

Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 12-31-21

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 3/31/22

When you Need a Great Burger You Need 

MELT gourmet cheeseburgers™

525 East Market Street Leesburg, VA 20176

(703) 443-2105

Members pick the 
Nation’s Best Burger 

Joints

scores 7th place 
in the USA!!

 Come By and Try 
the BEST! 

Call or Text  703-537-5904

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

Hours by 
appointment  
or by chance

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Thoughtfully 
DesignedKitchens

From Cabinets  
& Countertops  
to Decorative 
Hardware…

116 N. Bailey Lane, Suite A, Purcellville

540.751.2069 
M-F 11-5, Sat 10-4, Sun Closed  WEBFABRICS.NET

Your 
source 
for basics 
and 
blenders

   Under new 

  ownership and reopened at    

  116 N. Bailey Ln in Purcellville

Targeting  
Loudoun County?

Reach local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Advertise in 
our paper. 
Support 

local 
businesses.

Email for info:
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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support local businesses

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

20 Years of Mechanical Experience • Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned • Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

(410) 707-9978  
biceservicesllc@gmail.com

Be ready when the storms come

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

SNOWBLOWER 
& GENERATOR 

MAINTENANCE

WINTERIZE 
TIME 

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

Quality, compassionate on-site  
equine veterinary care

Limited in-home small animal services             
Treatment plans tailored to fit  

your needs and budget
     dogandponyshowequinevet.com dogandponyshowequinevet.com

304-283-9614 

CCllaaiirree  SSuummmmeerrss,,  BBVVMMSS

ECLECTIC CHARM
405 W. Colonial Hwy., Hamilton, VA

Thursday 6th • Friday 7th
10AM • 5PM
Saturday 8th

8AM • 5PM
Sunday 12PM • 5PM

Hamilton October Tag Sale

f   eclecticcharmhamilton Across from Lowry’s Crab Shack

Expand your home’s 
living space TODAY.

Class A Licensed & Insured
35072 Newlin Ct, Middleburg • 571-283-4919
INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

 ✦ Additions
 ✦ Decks & Porches 
 ✦ Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels

 ✦ Replacement 
Windows

 ✦ Vinyl & Hard Siding
 ✦ New Homes

InnovativeRealtyContracting.com

Veteran owned 
with over 30 years 

of construction 
remodeling 
experience

AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com
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The Loudoun Workforce Resource Center, in collabo-
ration with the Arc of Loudoun, will host a Loudoun Job 
Fair to commemorate National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. The event will take place Saturday, 
Oct. 15, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., at the Dulles South Recreation 

and Community Center, 24950 Rid-
ing Center Drive in South Riding. 

The event will highlight career 
opportunities for people with disabilities.   

The Loudoun Job Fair will feature local employers 
with full-time, part-time and seasonal job openings in 
Loudoun County.  Immediate opportunities are avail-
able in the fields of health care, hospitality, landscaping, 

leisure, nonprofits, retail, security, staffing, trades, 
public safety and warehouse/transportation.

 
The event will also offer free educational workshops. 

Attendees can also explore the exhibition area, where 
information about programs and  resources will be 
available from disability service providers.

 Job seekers are encouraged to prepare for the fair:
 Attend one or both of the preparatory workshops:
•	 “Ready, Set, Go to the Job Fair” and “Let’s Chat 

Disability Disclosure.”
•	 Register at loudoun.gov/wrcworkshops.
•	 Get a free copy of “Turn a Job Fair Into a Job 

Offer:”
•	 Call 703-777-0150 or email wrc@loudoun.gov.
•	 Dress professionally and bring multiple resume 

copies to the job fair.
 Those planning to attend the job fair are encouraged 

to pre-register at  loudoun.gov/loudounjobfair  to re-
ceive reminders and updates. 

 Anyone who requires a reasonable accommodation 
for any type of disability or needs language assistance 
to participate in the Loudoun Job Fair or related events 
may contact Loudoun County Accessibility Services 
Manager Sahar Behboudifar at 571-285-3282 (TTY-
711) or  sahar.behboudifar@loudoun.gov.  Three busi-
ness days’ notice is requested.

For more information, contact the center at 703-777-
0150 or visit loudoun.gov/wrc.

Loudoun to host job fair on Oct. 15 

GOVERNMENT

 On Sept. 20 after a tour of the Loudoun 
County Voter Registrar’s office ahead 
of early voting at the end of September, 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin discussed Virginia 
Public Schools’ new model policies re-
garding parental rights and transgender 
policies, 

“We want to respect all students. We 
want to respect their privacy, their dig-
nity, their safety,” said Youngkin when 
asked about the policies at a press gaggle 

after the tour. 
“Second of all, we want to reaffirm the 

fact that parents must have a role in their 
children’s lives and as these important 
decisions are made, parents should be 
informed and clued in – so that was the 
primary goal.”

He confirmed that’s what this “draft 
model policy reflects.” Youngkin said 
there will be a 30-day comment period, 
and then schools “will move forward 
and follow up with their specific policies 
based on this model policy.”

“I think this is just an important mo-
ment for us to remember that at the end 
of the day, children have a need and a 
right to have a parent involved in their 
lives. And parents have a need and right 
to be involved in their children’s lives.” 

He stressed that “most important de-
cisions should have a parent first.” This 

Gov. Glenn Youngkin and 
First Lady Suzanne Youn-
gkin donate his third-quar-
ter salary to G³ Communi-
ty Services, a veteran-run 
non-profit organization that 
is focused on providing stu-
dent mentorship through 
Science, Technology, En-
gineering, Arts, and Math 
(STEAM) activities and of-
fering assistance to veterans 
who are transitioning from 
the military to the civilian 
workforce. 

 “The mission of G3 Community Ser-
vices is to restore, inspire, and empower 
the family unit while focusing on mis-
sion rather than self. This organization 
exemplifies the heart and the Spirit of 

Virginia,” said Youngkin. “I am pleased 
to donate this quarter’s salary to G3 
community services to support their 
continued efforts to uplift families and 
localities across the Commonwealth.”   

Youngkin discusses updated 
school model policies

Youngkin donates third-quarter salary 
to G³ Community Services

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 »
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LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc
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Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc

Gov. Glenn Youngkin and First Lady Suzanne Youngkin 
present check to G³ Community Services in Stafford, Virginia 
on Sept. 26. Photo Christian Martinez.
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The Purcellville Arts Council is accepting nomi-
nations for the fifth annual Jim “Doc” Wiley Leader-
ship in the Arts Award. This award is named for Dr. 

James Wiley, a family dentist, for-
mer Town Council member, and 
long-time supporter of art and 

artists in Purcellville. It is intended to recognize an 
individual or organization in the greater Purcellville 
area for making a significant impact on the arts in 
the community.  

Nominations are due no later than Nov. 1, by 5 
p.m. Use the online form to submit a nomination.

Candidates considered may include performing, 
visual, or literary artists; teachers of art; producers 
or managers of arts venues; patrons of the arts; and 
art advocates. The objective is to highlight the re-
cipient’s artistic impact on the greater Purcellville 
area.  Nominees may include individuals, organiza-
tions, or businesses that have demonstrated excel-
lence and leadership in one or more of the following 
areas:

•	 Artistic achievement in the performing, visual, 
or literary arts

•	 Long-term individual or organizational support 
that has made a significant impact on the arts 
in greater Purcellville

Nominations for 
the fifth annual Jim 
“Doc” Wiley award

COMMUNITY

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
•  Stump Grinding

530 E. G Street • Purcellville, VA 20132
arbogast6@aol.com 

540-338-5714
Cell 540-454-0514
Cell 540-454-2832
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U.S. Senators Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) and Mark Warner 
(D-VA.) have introduced the Savings Security Act. The 
legislation would help the American people protect 
their savings from changes in inflation by increasing the 
public’s ability to utilize I Bonds, a type of savings bond 
created by the U.S. Treasury Department. 

Series I Savings Bonds were created 
so consumers could invest their sav-
ings in something that isn’t hurt by 

inflation, earns a reasonable rate of return, and is backed 
by the full faith and credit of the federal government.

“The American people are scrambling for ways to pro-
tect their earnings from rampant inflation. I Bonds are 
one option consumers should be able to leverage. Ar-
bitrary purchasing caps on I Bonds, however, are short-
changing the public from better utilizing the program. 
Our bill would raise the annual purchasing cap to ensure 
working families can insulate a greater portion of their 
savings from the pain of sky-high inflation,”  said Sen. 
Fischer.

“We need to take an all-encompassing approach to 
help families facing high costs. In tandem with our in-
flation-fighting efforts, and intervention from the Fed-
eral Reserve, this legislation would allow Americans to 
better shield their finances from the unpredictability of 
inflation and offer peace of mind during difficult eco-
nomic times,” said Sen. Warner.

Currently, the Treasury Department caps annual pur-
chases of I Bonds at $15,000 per person per year. The 
Savings Security Act would require the Treasury Secre-
tary to raise the annual cap to $30,000 per person when 
the average six-month annual Consumer Price Index for 
all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) is above 3.5 percent. The 
new purchase limit only applies to families and individ-
uals. Businesses and trusts would not be eligible for the 
increased cap.

 Series I Bonds are a type of savings bond created by 
the U.S. Treasury. I Bonds earn monthly interest for 30 
years, or until the saver cashes out of the bond.

I Bonds were created in 1998 as a financial tool that 
families can utilize to protect their savings from the 
negative impacts of high inflation. 

Currently, the Treasury Department caps annual pur-
chases of I Bonds at $15,000 per person. That includes 
$10,000 per person per year in electric I Bonds, and an 
additional $5,000 per person per year in paper-issued I 
Bonds that are purchased through a federal income tax 
return. The Savings Security Act would require the Trea-
sury Secretary to raise the annual cap to $30,000 per 
person when the CPI-U is above 3.5 percent. The Sav-
ings Security Act does not change the $5,000 per person 
paper I bond cap.

I-Bonds can only be purchased via  Treasurydirect.
gov or through your federal income tax return.

Legislation introduced to protect 
savings from inflation

GOVERNMENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »
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Dear Deer,
It’s that time of year, we know, when love is the air 

and the scent of romance urges you to leap wide roads 
in a single bound.

The only problem is, we’re on those same roads, 
rushing the kids to school, zipping to the grocery 
store, heading home from work, or getting out of the 
house after a long day of work-from-home.

Usually, when we get in our cars, 
we’re not thinking about you. Until, 
that is, when we glance 

across a field and see a herd of you. Or 
when a fawn, nearly invisible in its gray-
brown coat, steps out from the trees and 
stares straight into our headlights.

The fact is this is a two-way street.
We appreciate you have other things on 

your mind—or you’re not thinking at all.
It would be helpful, though, if you were 

to take it easy crossing the road. But we 
can’t bet on you changing your habits. So, 
we’re looking at our own behaviors be-
hind the wheel to cut our collective losses, 
especially given how many more of you 

there are now than just a decade ago. 
So, we’re making a pledge to: 
•	 Slow down.
•	 Be especially attentive during your peak activity 

hours at dawn and dusk.
•	 Use extra caution when driving through your 

deer-crossing zones. Also, we’ll be especially 
careful in places where you’re known to be 
in herds and in areas where roads divide 
agricultural fields from forestland.

•	 Keep in mind that you seldom run alone, so we 
should watch for your followers.

•	 Use high beam headlights when we’re driving 
at night and there is no oncoming traffic. The 
higher light will better illuminate your eyes near 
the roadway.

•	 Slow down and blow the horn with one long blast 
to frighten you away.

•	 Brake firmly but stay in our lane. Many serious 
crashes occur when we swerve to avoid you but 
then hit another vehicle or lose control of our 
cars.

•	Always wear our seatbelts. 
•	Not rely on deer-deterring devices. Deer whistles, 

fences, and reflectors have not been proven to 
reduce collisions.
And in the event of an unfortunate collision?
We’ll do the right thing:  Call 911 to reach the lo-

cal law enforcement. They’re likely to send a game 
warden/conservation officer or a police officer. 

But by sticking to our pledge, we’re aiming to not 
meet you in the middle of the road.

Here’s to a safe season!
Your fellow travelers

The 34th annual Leesburg Car 
Show, presented by the Academies 
of Loudoun, has been rescheduled 
to Saturday, Oct. 22. It was origi-
nally planned to take place Satur-
day Oct. 1 however, the forecast 
called for rain due to remnants of 
Hurricane Ian.

All details remain the same for 
the new event date.   

Pre-registration is $25 or 
$30 on the day of the show. All 

participating vehicles must be 
“pre-staged” at Tuscarora High 
School between 9:30 and 10:45 
a.m. Late entries will not permit-
ted. Downtown streets will close 
at 9:30 a.m. for car show staging at 
the following locations:

•	 King Street from North to 
Loudoun streets

•	 Market Street from Church to 
Wirt streets

•	 Cornwall Street from King to 

Wirt streets
The awards ceremony will take 

place at 3:30 p.m. at the intersec-
tion of King and Market streets. 
Downtown streets will reopen to 
the public by 5 p.m.

All proceeds will benefit the stu-
dents and staff at the Academies of 
Loudoun. For more information, 
including how to register your ve-
hicle for the show, visit www.lcps.
org/carshow or call 571-252-2080.

The Purcellville Arts Council is 
hosting a “Meet the Artist” recep-
tion for Reggie Simms on Oct. 5 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Purcellville 
Town Hall, located at 221 S. Nursery 
Avenue. 

Artwork by Reggie Simms is cur-
rently on display 
at Town Hall. 
The Purcellville 

Arts Council and Simms invite the 
public for an evening of art, dis-
cussion, and light refreshments on 
Wednesday, Oct. 5. 

This reception is part of the town-
wide, week-long event called Cel-
ebrate Purcellville which features 
local artisans, performers, busi-
nesses, and organizations. Bring 
your Celebrate Purcellville Passport 

to the reception to get one of the 20 
stickers needed for a chance to win 
prizes, including a $500 grand prize. 

Passports may be picked up at 
Town Hall as well. Get more infor-
mation about Celebrate Purcell-
ville here:  https://purcellvilleva.
gov/997/Celebrate-Purcellville.

Purcellville native Reggie Simms 
is an accomplished painter, sculp-
tor, and down-to-earth philoso-
pher. Now age 87 and reflecting on 
his life’s journey, he says he always 
has wanted to explore new things, 
create, and imagine. 

He credits his mother for encour-
aging him to draw and paint. “My 
mother located a racially integrat-
ed art academy on Embassy Row in 
D.C. and, after high school, I went 

there for a year, learning anatomy 
and drawing human figures. Later, I 
took a few painting classes in New 
Jersey. By then I was hooked.” 

He continued to learn through 
trial-and-error and built a career in 
commercial art for grocery chains 
and Metro.  Paintings in the exhibit 
at Town Hall are eye-catching can-
vases depicting selected National 
Geographic magazine covers. This 
magazine has a special meaning 
to him. “I owe my fascination with 
travel, geography and world cul-
tures to those magazines,” he said. 

The Purcellville Arts Council in-
vites Purcellville residents to come 
learn more about Reggie Simms 
and see his artwork.

An open letter to Loudoun’s white-tailed friends

Classic Car Show rescheduled to Oct. 22

Meet Reggie Simms at the artist reception

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
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“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

A coalition of caregivers and 
support service providers are join-
ing together to provide the first de-
mentia care conference in western 
Loudoun County on Oct. 10. 

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Our Lady of Victory Hall 

at St. Francis de 
Sales Catholic 
Church in Pur-

cellville, located at 37730 St. Fran-
cis Court in Purcellville.

The conference is provided to 
help dementia family caregivers, 
professionals in aging and related 
services, volunteers working with 
older adults, and adults with par-
ents or a spouse who are 50 years 
or older. 

The target of the meeting is to 
help prepare those who are pro-
viding care and support at home, 
or in a facility. Participants will 
learn new ways to engage individ-
uals with dementia. Exhibitors who 
offer supportive services will be 
available to discuss options, and 

participants also will be able to 
connect to help other caregivers.

Participants will hear from ex-
perts in the field such as Melanie 
Chadwick, CRNP, from George-
town University Memory Disor-
ders; Loretta Woodward Veney, an 
inspirational speaker on dementia 
and caregiving; Bobbi and Mike 
Carducci, co-hosts of the Demen-
tia Care podcast; Karen Johnson, 
a dementia care specialist; Chiadi 
Onyike MD. 

Major sponsors include  AARP 
Virginia, the Area Agency on Aging 
as part of  Loudoun  County Parks, 
Recreation and Community Ser-
vices, Edward Jones, and Caring 
Transitions. Sponsors also include 
The Legacy Elder Law Center; 
Goodwin Living; Great Falls Assist-
ed Living; and Carducci Caregiving 
Consulting.

Registration is $35 (which in-
cludes lunch), and is available on-
line at https://bit.ly/3PX0W6H. 

Blue Ridge Dementia Care 
Conference on Oct. 10

COMMUNITY

A ribbon cutting was held for one of Purcellville’s newest businesses, Blue Hydran-
gea, in mid-September. They are located at 604 East Main Street, Purcellville, and are 
housed in a restored barn. They sell antiques, gifts and vintage home furnishings.

Mayor Kwasi Fraser holds ribbon 
cutting for Blue Hydrangea

$260 PER PERSON
Benefitting Artists in Middleburg (AiM) And Its 
Educational Programs, especially for the Youth

Reserve your place at the table & on the dance floor

Tuskies.com (events)

Spanish Wine 
Dinner & Dancing
Dinner by Tuscarora Mill, Music by Trio Caliente 

October 20th  •  5-9pm

Hosted At The Birkby House
109 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg

Make reservations @Tuskies.com for this elegant “Funraiser”

theartistsinmiddleburg.org
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DAYS ARE GETTING SHORTER, 
NIGHTS ARE GETTING COLDER, 

 

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME FOR  
A LANDSCAPE PROJECT! 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR  

SOD INSTALL OR PLANTING 
DESIGN. 

Ribbon cutting for  
Hal and Berni Hanson 
Regional Park 

Loudoun County members of the com-
munity attended a ribbon cutting cere-
mony celebrating the grand opening of 
the new Hal and Berni Hanson Regional 
Park, Sep. 23. The ceremony took place 
at the park’s Championship Plaza Field, 
located at 23345 Hanson Park Drive in 
Aldie.

Members of the Board of Supervisors, 
representatives of the departments of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Ser-
vices, and Transportation and Capital 
Infrastructure as well as other county 
officials attended the event.

The 257-acre regional park is located 
off Evergreen Mills Road in Aldie, be-
tween the Brambleton and Willowsford 
communities.

Hal & Berni Hanson Regional Park Features

•	 Recreational features of the new 
park will include:

•	 Cricket pitch
•	 Disc golf course

•	 Four baseball/softball fields with 
batting cages

•	 Four tennis courts/pickleball 
courts

•	 Outdoor basketball court
•	 Skate plaza
•	 Splash pad
•	 Ten multi-purpose grass fields
•	 Two artificial turf fields with 

grandstands and press boxes
•	 Two playgrounds with rubberized 

surface
•	 Other features of the new park will 

include:
•	 Amphitheater 
•	 Concession/restroom buildings and 

pavilions
•	 Fishing piers
•	 Five ponds
•	 Hanson House renovation
•	 Lodge / Event Center
•	 Nature Center
•	 Paved and natural surface trails
•	 Picnic pavilions

•	 Two off-leash areas for dogs
The park will be operated by 

the  Loudoun County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community 
Services.

The original owner of the property was 
Haldore ‘Hal’ Hanson, a writer, U.S. State 
Department official and nonprofit lead-
er, who died in 1992. In keeping with the 
wishes of Hanson and his wife Berni, the 
Hanson Family Partnership agreed to 
sell the land to Loudoun County only for 
use as a park. 

The County acquired the property 
in 2009 through negotiations with the 
Hanson family, Dominion Power, and 
the National Park Service as a part of a 
United States Department of Interior 
program.

The public helped shape the park’s 
features, and skate park designer Wally 
Holladay served as a design consultant. 
The project also includes road improve-
ments to Evergreen Mills Road, which 
bisects the park, including a turn lane 
and a stop light at the entrance of the 
park. In addition to 17 athletic fields with 
lighting, the park includes more than 75 
acres of passive recreational space and 
infrastructure.

For More Information
For information about the develop-

ment of this project, visit  loudoun.gov/
hansonparkproject.

For more information about the grand 
opening and the park’s operations, email 
the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services.
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• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Fall Ahead Not Behind
Let us do your painting.

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

Lucketts Fall Vintage Market will 
take place Oct. 14–16 at the Clarke 
County Fairgrounds in Berryville.  The 
event showcases more than 200 of the 
best “vintage hip” vendors on the East 

Coast.  
Fall is the perfect 

time to gather a 
group of friends and 

prepare your home for the holidays 
while finding some special treasures 
to gift throughout the season. 

The weekend-long event features 
one-of-a-kind furnishings that make 
your home unique, mid-century piec-
es as well as rustic farmhouse trea-
sures that are true conversation start-
ers, vintage clothing and all kinds of 
crazy-good finds.  

To round out the experience and 
the weekend, visitors will enjoy live 
music, Vanish Brewery beer garden, 
enticing food trucks, as well as an en-
gaging shopping weekend.

Lucketts store is known as a desti-
nation for all things vintage hip, and 
this weekend promises to highlight 
some of the best of the best. The list 

includes: 
•	 Ekster Antiques
•	 Foundry
•	 Chartreuse 
•	 JBS Mercantile 
•	 Naked Goat Soap Company
•	 Rust and Feathers 
•	 Sweet Clover Barn
•	 Carpe Donut 
•	 Whiskey Glitter
•	 Olde Tyme Marketplace
•	 East End Trading Company
•	 NEST 
•	 MeanWhile Back On the Farm
•	 Vanish Brewery
This year lead designer Amy Whtye 

is featured on the cover of the Octo-
ber Country Living Magazine with 
the renovation of her country home, 
Hayes Cottage. As a way to say thank 
you to patrons and also the Ruritans 
of Clarke County for the use of the 
fairground, there will be an added sur-
prise of a raffle for a 3-day weekend 
stay at Hayes Cottage, and 2 tickets to 
the Lucketts Spring Market May 2023 
with a value of $2,500.  

Tickets will be sold at the information 

tent with one ticket $5 and five tickets 
for $20 and proceeds of the raffle will 
be donated back to the Ruritans. 

“We are so excited to be able to 
bring Lucketts Fall Market to the 
Clarke County Fairground, gathering 
friends old and new for a truly one 
stop shopping experience, ‘’ said Old 
Lucketts Store owner Suzanne Eblen. 

“Our mission has always been to 
bring together amazing vendors offer-
ing truly unique pieces to add to any-
one’s home and have it be a weekend of 
fun, treasure hunting, connecting with 
likeminded men and women, and just a 
wonderful destination experience.  Our 
family of design associates pour their 
hearts into the markets each year and 
we look forward to once again offering 
an experience that becomes a tradition 
for friends and family alike filled with 
happiness, surprises and love.”

Early buying tickets on sale now and 
may be purchased online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/lucketts-fall-
market-2022-tickets-391178534527 
and general admission tickets will be 
available at the gate.

All tickets are non-refundable. Event 
is a rain or shine experience. 

For more information visit www.
luckettstore.com or call (703) 779-0268.

Annual Lucketts fall market Oct. 14-16

COMMUNITY

Clarke County Fairgrounds  
890 W. Main Street,  
Berryville, VA 22611 

•	 Friday, Oct.14– Early Buyers 
entrance 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.

•	 Friday, Oct. 14 – General 
Admission 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

•	 Sat. Oct. 15 – General 
Admission 10 a.m. to 5 p.m

•	 Sun. Oct. 16 – General 
Admission 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tickets:

•	 $45 – Early Buying Ticket – 
good for all 3 days 

•	 $15 – General admission - 
good for one day only – sold 
at the gate 

•	 Kids under 12 are free and 
please no dogs 
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X zoning of the Fields Farm complex, 
Town Manager David Mekarski said, 
“This zoning has no uses.” 

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser 
corrected Mekarski, saying “there 
are uses” with Transition X zoning.

Mekarski also said that in 2019 the 
former council approved the connec-
tion of Mayfair Crown Drive to 690. 
“Obviously any adjustment to that 
road is something only the council can 
decide,” he said. 

Fraser again had to correct Me-
karski. “The Town Council did not 
approve the road. We approved a 
boundary line adjustment, is that 
correct?” 

Mekarski responded that there was 
a vote on a boundary line adjustment, 
“with essentially a full discussion at 
the public table of the road to be con-
nected from Mayfair Crown to 690.”

Fraser rhetorically asked, “What 
was the vote?  We want to be crys-
tal clear to the citizens and accurate. 
Was the vote for the boundary line 
adjustment?”

Planning Commissioner Nedim 
Ogelman said, “I have looked at the 
record and I have listened to the 
minutes, and the only thing that the 
Town Council voted on was a bound-
ary line adjustment on Dec. 10, 2019.”

Council Member Tip Stinnette reaf-
firmed that the vote was solely for a 
boundary line adjustment.

Fraser added, “And that is cor-
rect; I just want to correct that for 
the record.” Fraser stressed that he 
wants “to make sure what we pre-
sented” to the residents of Mayfair “is 
accurate, so they can make informed 
decisions.”

Town Attorney Sally Hankins re-
iterated what Mekarski said in the 
beginning of the meeting: Because 
extending Mayfair Crown Drive was 
discussed before the boundary line 
adjustment vote, which passed, this 
vote was for extending Mayfair Crown 
Drive. 

“When Council adopted the bound-
ary line adjustment, the road and the 
park are mentioned in that agree-
ment,” Hankins said, inferring that 
the discussion before the vote was 
part of the boundary line motion vote 
to approve the extension of Mayfair 
Crown Drive. 

But that was not part of the motion.
Commissioner Ogelman said, “I 

recall the discussion, and I recall 
the vote. I’ll say once again that the 
Town Council, which I was a part of 
at the time, only voted on a boundary 
line adjustment. It did not vote on the 
road, or any other things…

“It seems odd to me that the Town 
would accept responsibility for a road 
which would cost the Town’s taxpay-
ers service repair maintenance … to 
accommodate travel that’s really not 
related to the citizens of the Town and 
would harm the neighborhood that’s 
there.”

“Just to be clear, what did the 
Town Council vote to approve on 
Dec. 10, 2019?” Ogelman asked. 
“It’s a rhetorical question, because I 
know what the council approved was 
a boundary line adjustment – period.”

Ogelman said he was “confused 
about our form of government 

here. We have citizens of the Town of 
Purcellville, and they are looking for 
things. They are also citizens of the 
County … but I don’t understand why 
our Town’s administrative staff, our 
executive body, is lobbying on behalf 
of this project.” 

Council Member Stan Milan called 
the proposed project a “Trojan Horse” 
and said, “We get to that end gate, and 
we reject it.”

The County staff revealed that they 
were working with the Town’s ad-
ministrative staff to move forward on 

extending Mayfair Crown Drive. How-
ever, the Town Council was unaware 
of this. 

Council Members reacted by re-
questing that Town staff immedi-
ately stop the process of approving 
the extension of Mayfair Crown Drive. 
Fraser said he had at least four votes 
to stop the administrative process. 

Fraser said to move forward with 
the extension of the road “will affect 
the health, safety, and welfare of our 
community.”

A Mayfair resident said, “But if 
you really look at this plan it’s gar-
bage. We don’t want this. This is very 
negative to our entire neighborhood 
and the Town of Purcellville.”

Fraser said, “I know there’s a line 
item of 13 items [for the Planning 
Commission to consider regarding 
this proposal], but at the end of the 
day, we as your legislative body are 
governed by our police power. Our po-
lice power is the health, safety, and 
welfare of our community. 

“Regardless of 13 or 16 items, 
we as legislators and the Plan-
ning Commission should look at 
the health, safety, and welfare of our 
community … and that’s what I am 
convinced these folks will do.”

Mayfair resident Sharon Hoffman 
asked, “What is the impetus for this 
massive sport complex?”

Steve Torpy, Director of Parks Rec-
reation and Community Services, 
said that the County goes “with what 
we call Capital Facility Standards.” 
He said that the Fields Farm Park pro-
posal is “based on growth in western 
Loudoun.” 

“There are nearly 18,000 more 
youth sport participants in the last 
nine years,” Torpy said, adding that 
the County needs “space for that.”

Sharon Hoffman asked if “these 
fields would be used by travel teams.” 
Torpy replied, “No travel teams that 
are less than 90 percent Loudoun 
County residents.”

County staff later confirmed fields 
could be rented by out-of-town travel 
teams based on availability.

Torpy said that the County has 
over 1,200 youth participating in new 
leagues that formed during Covid-19.

Another resident pointed out that 
Blue Ridge Middle School has 8 fields. 
“They are always open and free… 

Where are these kids coming from? I 
just don’t see the math.”

Torpy said the County gets calls 
nearly every day from leagues that are 
looking for space. 

Resident Lloyd Harting asked if the 
teams that play sports come from 
not only Loudoun County, “but out-
side the Commonwealth of Virginia?” 
Torpy answered yes.

Torpy said that if the proposed fields 
are not lighted then the County “will 
need more fields somewhere else. Our 
standard is to light all fields.”

Another resident asked if May-
fair Crown Drive, which currently 
ends in a cul-de-sac, has “to go all 
the way through” to the proposed 
complex. “Why can’t you just have an 
exit at 690” going to the Fields Farm 
complex?

Mark Hoffman, County Transporta-
tion Design Manager, said the “road 
design has already been approved [by 
the County]” “and we follow what is 
already in the Town’s [2009] Transpor-
tation Plan, which is to have a through 
road between Hillsboro Road.” 

“Can it be changed?” asked a 
resident. 

“Sure,” said Mark Hoffman, “It 
can be changed by the County or 
the Town…”

Another resident said that the traf-
fic study used for this proposal was 
done 4 years ago – before the Mayfair 
community of over 250 homes was 
developed. 

One resident said that opening 
up Mayfair Crown Drive “screams 
less safe for my neighborhood.” An-
other resident told the County to find 
another entry to the proposed fields 
other than Mayfair Crown Drive.

There is general concern that ex-
tending Mayfair Crown Drive would 
be part of the Northern Collector 
Road. The NCR was proposed to start 
at 287 and go through to Mayfair 
Crown Drive.

The Town of Purcellville’s Com-
prehensive Plan eliminated all aspi-
rations of a Northern Collector Road. 
County staff said that since it was 
removed from Purcellville’s plan “it 
has been removed from the County’s 
Transportation Plan.”

County staff confirmed later that 
the NCR is still on the County’s Trans-
portation Plan.

MAYFAIR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity 
Housing Policies. Virginia’s Fair Housing Law makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This 
newspaper will not knowingly accept advertising 
for real estate that violates the Fair Housing Law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in the paper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. For more information about 
Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing 
complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing Office at 

804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; 
for the hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; 
email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.gov; 
web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

“It seems odd to me that 
the Town would accept 
responsibility for a road 
which would cost the 
Town’s taxpayers service 
repair maintenance … 
to accommodate travel 
that’s really not related 
to the citizens of the 
Town and would harm 
the neighborhood that’s 
there.”

— Planning Commissioner 
Nedim Ogelman

business.  Development pressure is relentless, and it is 
imperative that we elect a team that has been, and is 
committed to protecting the small town feel we have 
all come to love about Purcellville – our town. 

That’s why I am voting for Stan Milan for Mayor, Ron 
Rise, Carol Luke, and Boo Bennett for Town Council.

Debbie Bernard
Purcellville

LETTER: EVERY PICTURE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

In response to this unstable polit-
ical landscape, I invite, with neither 
hostility nor judgement, the leaders 
of the Loudoun Democrats and the 
Loudoun County Republican Com-
mittee to issue a joint statement as to 
the professionalism, security, safety 

and integrity of our county’s election 
apparatus.  

This will help calm the waters such 
that we can vote and observe the final 
outcomes with confidence, barring 
any problems that arise and are an-
nounced through the system itself.

Chris Stevenson 
Purcellville

LETTER: MAKE A STATEMENT, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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The Town Council of Middleburg took action at its 
Sept. 8, meeting to retain ownership of the historic As-
bury Church, located at 105 N. Jay Street. The Town will 
also update the stabilization plan of the church, and 
move toward completing its restoration and reopening.

The Town was gifted the Asbury Church building in 
late 2014 and has already invested over $174,000 to sta-
bilize the building, and protect it from further deterio-
ration. Since that time, the Town has sought partners 

interested in the adaptive restoration 
and reuse of the building. 

The Asbury Church was constructed 
in 1829 as the home of the Methodist 

Congregation in Middleburg. It served as a hospital and 
morgue in the Civil War, and was subsequently donated 
to the African American Methodist Church in 1864. 

It became a central component of the African Ameri-
can community in Middleburg, also serving as the loca-
tion of the school for African American children. Based 
on the significance of the property and input from the 
community, the Town has determined that the best 
pathway forward is to retain the building, and move 
forward with an immediate plan for restoration that 

can be completed in the next 
12-18 months.

As an initial step, the Town 
Council has directed staff to 
update the stabilization plan 
for the Asbury Church, to in-
clude accounting for aspects of 
the prior stabilization plan that 
were not completed. The Town 
authorized $50,000 toward this 
initial effort and any immedi-
ate repairs, and directed staff 
return with the updated sta-
bilization plan with estimated 
costs. 

Likely improvements include 
further stabilization of the 
foundation, repairs to the exterior and windows, repairs 
to the interior (in keeping with the Secretary of the In-
terior’s standards for historic renovation), and site im-
provements for ADA access.

The Town Council will work with local historic and 
community groups to create an interpretive history 

of the Asbury Church, including a 
discussion of race relations in Mid-
dleburg, the brave men and women 
who brought integration to Middle-
burg, and the importance of historic 
preservation in Middleburg.

The Town will further develop 
ongoing partnerships with local en-
tities interested in hosting events, 
community activities, and histor-
ic commemorations at the Asbury 
Church, to include the former con-
gregants of the church. 

The Town anticipates the church 
being available for community use, 
such as for small events and for use 
by small groups. They have com-

mitted to work with the Middleburg Museum Founda-
tion, and other local historic and preservation groups 
in these efforts.

 “… The Town’s unexpected budget surplus in 2022 
has allowed us to commit the funds needed for the 

The Purcellville Police Department is 
has announced they are once again part-
nering with the BetterALife non-profit 
organization to provide a free weekly 
Homework Club to local elementary and 

middle school students. The Homework 
Club will be held  Tuesdays from 4:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m., while Loudoun Coun-
ty Public Schools are in session, and 
has started on Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022. 

The Club will be hosted by the Better-
ALife organization at their food pantry 
located at 201 N. Maple Ave, Unit F, in 
Purcellville. 

Local high school volunteers will assist 

Purcellville Police Officers with provid-
ing free homework assistance to local 
children. While the Homework Club is 
geared towards elementary and middle 
school-aged children, high school stu-
dents are also welcome. 

Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

EventsEvents
8 October PetConnectPetConnect Rescue Event for Dogs and Cats
22 October Purcellville Gateway Costume & Candy Crawl  

(starts at the fountain - 10:30am to 12:30pm)

30 October Howl-o-ween Pet Costume Contest at Dirt FarmDirt Farm                   
(11:00am to 4:00pm)

Independently 
Owned and Operated

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Self-Service Pet 
Wash - 5 for $25

Full-Service 
Grooming

Free Delivery 
over $35

Hello Neighbors!Hello Neighbors!
Boo! Did I scare you? If you are short on Halloween apparel, come in soon. 

Seasonal fresh treats have also arrived.
Have a PAWSOMEPAWSOME and safe Halloween!

Town of Middleburg to restore the Asbury Church

Purcellville Homework club restarting for the school year 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 »

COMMUNITY
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The interchange project threatens 
the wetlands in several ways, as the 
Environmental Assessment and engi-
neering maps prepared by Dewberry 
make clear. 

The National Wetlands Inventory 
map shows Catoctin Meadows south-
west of Rt. 7 and N. 21st St. Catoctin 
Creek runs west to east through the 
wetlands in that area. There is a steep 
hillside sloping from the road to the 
creek. It is covered by a dense stand of 
70-foot-tall hardwood trees. 

According to the Environmental 
Assessment, Loudoun County would 
capture and safely remove the wet-
lands’ endangered species. The trees 

would be clear cut, laying the ground 
bare and allowing runoff from the ex-
isting road and future construction 
work into the wetlands and creek.

The project calls for dirt and gravel 
infill to form a staging site there for 
the heavy construction equipment 
needed over the next several years.

To view aerial photography tak-
en May 2022, go to https://abso-
lute-altitude-llc.aryeo.com/.../
download-center.

The 74-home community of Cato-
ctin Meadows has served as steward 
of these wetlands for more than three 
decades. In that same period, they 
have staved off multiple attempts by 
the Town to acquire them. 

Clothing and Antique Furniture, on 
Saturday, Oct. 8. 

This event, hosted by Nostalgia, 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information, visit  www.
PurcellvilleVATagSale.com. The Pur-
cellville Tag Sale is sponsored by 
Abernethy and Spencer Greenhouse 

and Garden Center, and the Bank of 
Clarke County.

Text Silas at 540-751-8252 with 
questions or email him at  ShopAt-
Nostalgia@gmail.com. It’s time to 
get ready to attend the Purcellville 
Tag Sale, Saturday, Oct. 8 – rain or 
shine. Spend a fun day in the Town 
of Purcellville, and surrounding 
neighborhoods.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 
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    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 
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200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 
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Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 
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would not be at the “exclusion of a 
teacher, or a trusted counselor. But 
parents should be first there.”

“It’s clear that children don’t be-
long to the state, they belong to fam-
ilies, and this is the whole purpose of 
our model policy.”

Youngkin said he would “find it very 
hard to argue that a parent being in-
volved in a child’s life is inconsistent 
with that of a child’s safety.”

“This is about respecting children, 
respecting their dignity, respecting 
their privacy … This is a moment for 
families to come together, not to ex-
clude them.” Youngkin said that poli-
cies from the previous administration 
encouraged hiding from the parents.

YOUNGKIN DISCUSSES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28PURCELLVILLE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

 “Investing in the lives and liveli-
hoods of others is a blessed vocation. 
It’s heartwarming to see the good 
being done for students, citizens 
and military-servants through veter-
an-run G3 Community Services,” said 
First Lady Suzanne Youngkin.  

YOUNGKIN DONATES,CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

NEW ISSUES ARISE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

•	 Restore and Strengthen Voting 
Rights Act – H.R. 3233, Voting Rights 
Amendment Act: 219 to 212

•	 Prevent Domestic Terrorism – H.R. 350, 
Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act: 
221 to 203

•	 Investigate the Attack on the U.S. 
Capital – H.R. 4, Commission to 
Investigate Jan 6 Attack: 217 to 175

•	 Protect Marriage Equality – H.R. 8404, 
Respect for Marriage Act: 220 to 157

•	 Prohibit Federal Restrictions on 
Abortion Services – H.R. 8296, 
Women’s Health Protection Act of 
2022: 219 to 209.

•	 Permit Access to Contraceptive – H.R. 
8373, Right to Contraceptives Act: 220 
to 195.

Perhaps the most stunning Republican act 
of intransigence came Thursday when they 
opposed H.R. 7780, School-Based Mental 
Services, by 219-205. These 205 House mem-
bers are among the same folks who always 
seem to blame mass shooting incidents at 
schools on some imagined, uniquely Amer-
ican mental health crisis. Yet, when there’s 
an opportunity to address mental health in 
schools, what do they do? Nothing.

Congresswoman Wexton has been and 
remains on the right side of what America 
needs and wants. We must re-elect Wexton.

M.J. Zuckerman,
Round Hill

LETTER: WEXTON MAKES POSITIVE PROGRESS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8Follow local news and information online 

at www.blueridgeleader.com
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Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

The Town of Leesburg has 
placed 8th on Fortune’s 25 
Best Places to Live for Families 
Ranking.

The inaugural list highlights 
areas in the U.S. where multigen-
erational families are most likely 
to have access to critical resourc-
es, community support, and fi-
nancial wellbeing. Leesburg was 
the only locality in the Common-
wealth of Virginia to make the 
top 25 list.

To select the top 25 Best Plac-
es to Live for Families, Fortune 
evaluated nearly 2,000 cities, 
towns, suburbs, exurbs, villages, 
and townships that had between 
25,000 and 750,000 residents 
across all 50 states in the U.S. 

To analyze each place, Fortune 
collected more than 215,000 
unique data points across five 
broad categories: education; ag-
ing resources; general wellness; 
financial health; and livability.

The ranking focused on fam-
ilies, particularly the subset of 
Americans who are shouldering 
the responsibilities of raising 
their own children while caring 
for aging parents, often referred 
to as the “sandwich genera-
tion.” With their needs in mind, 
Fortune put extra emphasis 
on factors that met the unique 

challenges of this cohort—such 
as the quality of local school dis-
tricts, graduation rates, nearby 
college affordability, the number 
of quality nursing homes, assist-
ed living communities, home 
health care agencies, risk of so-
cial isolation among older resi-
dents, and access to solid health 
care providers.

Fortune cited Leesburg’s loca-
tion as a gateway to wine coun-
try, and home to a vibrant down-
town with many family-friendly 
events, along with its top-notch 
schools and access to ample se-
nior living options.

“We are grateful for Fortune’s 
recent recognition of our Town 
as it underscores what our resi-
dents and business owners have 
known for many years—Leesburg 
is truly a wonderful place to raise 
a family, start a business or even 
serve as a destination for family 
getaways,” stated Economic De-
velopment Director Russell Sey-
mour. “Our small-town charm 
and strong community spirit 
help make Leesburg a destina-
tion of choice.”

To view Leesburg’s feature in 
the top 25 list, go to https://for-
tune.com/well/ranking/best-
places-families/2022/leesburg.

Some workers are moving back to the 
office to save on other costs, such as free 
internet.

Thirty six percent say the financial sav-
ings they will gain by returning to the of-
fice is more important to them than  the 
independence of working from home.

Commuting, expensive lunches, and up-
dating your work wardrobe – it is no sur-
prise so many workers have resisted their 
employers’ efforts to encourage them back 
to the workplace. But is working from 
home actually a savings game-changer for 
employees?

While working from home means you’re 
able to skip the commute amid sky-high 
gas prices, having a home office certainly 
isn’t free. Among rising energy costs for 
air-conditioning or heating, as well as in-
ternet, printing amenities, stationery, gro-
ceries, and other home office necessities, 
working from home comes at a price, and 
it seems it’s not cheap.

CouponBirds surveyed 2,809 employees 
to find out how many already have, or are 
planning on returning to the office in order 
to save money due to the expensive costs 
that come with working from home.  The 
research found that over 1 in 3 Virginians 
working from home are returning to their 
usual, pre-pandemic place of work – driv-
en almost entirely by personal finance 
reasons.

This is perhaps not surprising, as recent 

figures show that this summer has burned 
through the record books. Indeed, more 
than 1,200 places broke daily high tem-
peratures in the month of August. 

Many work from home employees have 
had to  curtail their air conditioning  us-
age to try to keep their electricity bills in 
check, as they also struggle with the spike 
in price for food, gas and other essentials. 

Given the choice between working from 
home in sweltering hot conditions, or 
spending big chunks of their budget on 
air-conditioning, many have opted for the 
free and comfortable surroundings which 
the office offers. 

Now, moving into the colder months of 
the year, many workers will have to budget 
for heating.

Free air conditioning and heating aside, 
more than a third of workers who plan on 
returning to the office, said they’re like-
ly to save most on the cost of meals and 
drinks when they do go back (presumably 
they eat more at home, where the kitchen 
is often a room away), while 19 percent said 
free internet will be the biggest savings 
game-changer, and 17 percent said they’ll 
save most on office supplies in general. 
 Lastly, more than a third said the financial 
savings they will gain by returning to the 
office is more important to them than the 
independence of working from home. For 
more info go to  CouponBirds.

Fortune Magazine names 
Leesburg A ‘Best Place to 
Live for Families’

One in 3 VA workers return to the 
office to save on energy costs
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Prohibited Open Burning

  The burning of household trash, gar-
bage, refuse, household waste, com-
mercial waste, construction waste or 
debris, combustible liquid, hazardous 
waste, impregnated lumber, junk, rubber, 
stumps, products of salvage operations, 
plastics, tires, tar-based materials, oil or 
petroleum-based products, hazardous 
materials, chemicals, animal carcasses 
and similar materials or waste is pro-
hibited countywide (Incorporated towns 
included).

Open burning that is offensive or objec-
tionable because of smoke or odor emis-
sions, or when atmospheric conditions or 
local circumstances make such fires haz-
ardous, open burning shall be prohibited.

Development-Related Burning

Agricultural burning, such as clearing 
of a field or fence row, is limited to mate-
rials generated on-site. The burning may 
be no closer than 50 ft. from a structure 

and 1,000 ft. from an occupied structure 
unless prior permission has been given 
by the occupant and poses no hazard to 
highways and airfields.

All land clearing (pit burn) operations 
by contractors/landowners for develop-
ment purposes shall be approved by the 
FMO. Burning of trees, stumps or brush 
may require a permit from FMO and the 
State Air Pollution Control Board.

Warming barrels at a construction site 
shall be approved by the FMO. Only clean 
lumber can be burned, in a barrel or sim-
ilar container that is screened or covered 
to prevent flying embers and is not within 
15 ft. of any structure.

The Loudoun County Fire Marshal may 
impose regulations, at any time, based 
upon a complaint, atmospheric or other 
environmental circumstances, to restrict 
or extinguish any fire that is otherwise 
permitted according to these guide-
lines.  For additional open burning in-
formation, please call the Fire Marshal’s 
Office at 703-737-8600 or visit  www.
loudoun.gov/openburning.

FALL  SPEC IAL

NOT I CE
ASPHALT

PAV ING

15% Offwith ad

OPEN BURNING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

•	 Investment in artistic and cultural 
activities that have made a significant 
impact on greater Purcellville

•	 Promotion of the arts in the greater 
Purcellville community in a distinctly 
creative or exceptionally effective 
manner

Nominations must include the complet-
ed nomination form, at least one letter of 
support from another organization or in-
dividual, and optional supporting docu-
ments such as articles or samples of work 
(as appropriate) in digital form.

The Purcellville Arts Council will review 
nominations and make the selection. De-
tails and the nomination form are available 
on the Purcellville Arts Council page of the 
Town of Purcellville’s website.

If you would like to learn about the Pur-
cellville Arts Council and become a mem-
ber of the volunteer committee, check out 
their page of the Town website, then apply 
online. If you have questions about the 
Purcellville Arts Council, email arts@pur-
cellvilleva.gov. 

NOMINATIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

Participants will work on home-
work in a relaxed, fun environment, 
while getting to know their local 
Purcellville Police Officers, as well 
as enjoy a free meal. The BetterALife 
non-profit will provide the free meals 
and snacks for the children during 
the Club.

Purcellville Police Chief Cynthia 
McAlister said, “We are excited to 
resume the Homework Club for the 
2022-2023 school year, and thank-
ful to BetterALife for hosting the 
Club again in such a convenient and 
welcoming location. Not only will 
children get to have a free meal and 
homework help, but they also will 
have the chance to get to know our 
officers in a friendly, casual environ-
ment, while hopefully building last-
ing relationships together.”

More information about Better-
ALife can be found on their website 
at https://www.betteralife.org/. 

HOMEWORK CLUB, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

703-771-1110

• Not Just A Water-Based Paint Like Others
• We Use Hot Tar Crack Filler

703.582.9712

• Patchwork 
• 2" Overlays/Resurfacing

• Best Waterproof Oil Based Heated Sealcoating
• The Real Asphalt Preservative is Oil-based Sealer

• Offering Brand New Asphalt Driveways  
(Smaller driveways only)

• Not Just A Water-Based Paint Like Others
• We Use Hot Tar Crack Filling

Great Quality Work is Not Cheap. Cheap Prices 
are Not Quality. We Want to Keep You Happy.

The Good Guys
REFERRALS AVAILABLE!REFERRALS AVAILABLE!

Asphalt Driveway Restoration
Hot Tar Crack-Filling

Paul Jones and Son
703.582.9712

GoodGuysPaving@gmail.com
Warranty
FREE Estimates

Leesburg, Virginia
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

FALL SPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com
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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

burden of rising prices. That’s why I’ve 
taken action to lower costs by passing 
the Inflation Reduction Act, which will 
reduce health care premiums, invest in 
bringing down energy prices, and ease 
inflationary pressure. There’s more 
work to be done, and it remains a top 
priority.  

In addition, I believe that moving our 
district and America forward means 
working to bridge the partisanship that 
has divided our politics and our commu-
nities so much in recent years. I’ve al-
ways made it a priority to work across the 
aisle on the issues that will benefit our 
kids and families – from helping those 
struggling with opioid addiction to get-
ting greater funding for childhood cancer 
research. Restoring civility in our politics 
begins with our leaders, and I will contin-
ue to work in a productive and bipartisan 
way as your representative in Congress.

CANDIDATE: WEXTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

they can support the economy in their 
communities.  

BRL: Around what issue do you think are 
important to move this district and Amer-
ica forward? 

HC: Every voter I have spoken to in the 
district, whether Republican, Democrat, 
or Independent is deeply concerned 
about the direction of the economy.  

We need a Representative who recog-
nizes that without a strong and thriving 
economy, we can not tackle the more 
sensitive social issues in a produc-
tive way. Representative government 
means being accessible regardless of 
party or ideology, and finding a way to 
come together to help the tenth district 
thrive. 

We must resolve to hold this Adminis-
tration accountable for a gross econom-
ic downturn over the past two years. In 
2021 there was a referendum on edu-
cation, the failed school systems, and 
school boards. This midterm election 
will be a continuation of the concerns of 
tenth district parents and a new referen-
dum on Joe Biden and Jennifer Wexton’s 
failed economic policies that continue to 
weaken American families. 

Residents of Virginia’s tenth district 
have made it clear that they want change. 
We need common-sense Representatives 
in Congress who care more about their 
district than they do political ideology.  

I served the American people in uni-
form for twenty-five years, and I’ll con-
tinue to serve them in Congress.

CANDIDATE: CAO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

•	 Village of Lincoln, settled by 
Quakers in the mid-1700s, was 
placed on the National Historic 
Register 50 years ago.

•	 Lincoln’s historic resources include 
the 1765 Goose Creek Meeting 
House, an 1817 meeting house—
still an active center of worship—
the Goose Creek burying ground, 
and the 1815 Oakdale schoolhouse. 
Oakdale was Loudoun’s first public 
school, which after the Civil War 
became the first school in the 
region to offer education to African 
American children. 

•	 Several more significant African 
American resources are located 
in Lincoln: the 1865 Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church, which has an active 
congregation; Grace Methodist 
Episcopal Church, built in 1866 
and now undergoing restoration 
through the work of the Lincoln 
Preservation Foundation, and 
Lincoln School B, down a hill from 
the two churches. It opened its 
doors to African American students 
after the Freedmen’s Bureau 
established schools in Loudoun.

Due diligence in Richmond

The Schedule 106 reached the Virgin-
ia Department of Historic Resources in 
July. After studying the files, the VDHR 
cell tower reviewer wrote, What about 
the Goose Creek district?

VDHR requested the Schedule 106 
consultants to conduct a tethered 

balloon test to establish the tower’s vis-
ibility in the historic district. A test was 
conducted on August—at the height of 
summer, with leaves on the trees and the 
corn growing at nearby farms that stood 
six feet high. 

There are other concerning issues 
about that test. Of the sites chosen to 
answer the VDHR question, only one 
was anywhere close to the Goose Creek 
Historic District. That was at Abernethy 
and Spencer Garden Center, behind a 
large stand of trees. None were taken at 
the Goose Creek Meeting House Com-
plex or elsewhere in the historic district.

VDHR reports that the balloon test 
results do not indicate who or what 
company was on site for the test. But 
the sites for determining visibility from 
the Goose Creek Historic District were 
selected by a Johnson, Mirmiran and 
Thompson archaeologist who is listed as 
principal investigator.

The way forward?

Moving forward a cell tower ap-
proval process should be inclusive and 
transparent. 

Take the Milestone Towers Mickie 
Gordon Memorial Park tower approval 
process. The Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors approved the tower in the 
100-acre park, but put it right next to 
the property line of a resident’s house 
that is listed on the Loudoun County 
African American Historic Architectural 
Resources Survey. 

This survey was commissioned by 
the BOS in approximately 2002, in 

conjunction with the Black History Com-
mittee of the Friends of Thomas Balch 
Library, to identify threatened African 
American properties. The stone house, 
built by Mr. Hall of the Hall family who 
was from a prominent African Ameri-
can family in Loudoun County, is list-
ed as having historical significance. In 
addition, the resident’s property which 
was known as Hall’s Park, “hosted many 
recreational activities for African Amer-
icans during the height of segregation in 
the early to mid-20th century,” according 
to the VDHR property listing.

This was dismissed by the BOS be-
cause, they said, the owner is current-
ly renting his house, and because this 
stone house was compromised by an 
1800 log cabin add-on. The log cabin ad-
dition was done in the mid 1980’s, and 
the property was identified as having 
historical significance in 2002.

Is it possible to bring to the table the 
appropriate preservation “consulting 
parties” and at least one Loudoun Coun-
ty official representing the County’s his-
toric districts and villages when consid-
ering these projects?

A photo simulation of towers would 
be good to share with an expanded 
group of “consulting parties,” including 
early notification of affected parties – 
near and far.

It should be said that given everyone’s 
dependence on cellular service, the res-
idents of Hirst Farm, Locust Grove, Lin-
coln, and Goose Creek as well—deserve 
to be able to make or take a call without 
shouting, “Can you hear me now?”

CELL TOWER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Civil War-era militia and cavalry; and 
art and photography exhibits. A tour of 
the village will offer guests a look into 
restored historic homes and buildings 
with more than nine homes and build-
ings on the tour (different places open 
daily), and will include a walk-through 
Civil War and Quaker cemeteries. 

On Friday, a special reenactment of 
a day in an 1880’s classroom will take 
place in Waterford’s one-room school-
house. Check the website for specific 
vendors, specific homes on tour, walk-
ing tours, daily schedules and other ac-
tivities (www.waterfordfairva.org). 

Other exciting features of the fair 
include three floors of  juried hand-
crafts  by 57 artisans for sale in a re-
stored brick mill; vintage barns full 
of art for sale, traditional music and 
dance, colonial era militia encamp-
ments, marching fife and drum corps, 
Civil War re-enactors including infan-
try and living historians.

There are lots of children’s activities 
throughout the weekend that include 
the chance to earn a Waterford Explor-
ers badge upon completion of a village 

scavenger hunt. Children can also help 
to make a penny rug, a stenciled floor 
cloth. or try their hand at the potter’s 
wheel and make a clay pot. There’s a 
magic show, a chance to play in a jug 
band, and an opportunity to see a real 
one-room schoolhouse and learn what 
school was like in the 1800s.

There’s a lot of food available 
throughout the fair including at the 
Old Mill Shop that will offer homemade 
baked goods, candles, tote bags, orna-
ments and more. Throughout the day, 
enjoy sampling of fine and faire food. 
All types of food will be available in-
cluding a Farmer’s Market and “Tal-
bott’s Tavern” will offer the best in lo-
cal wines and Virginia craft beers.

The Waterford Fair takes place 
throughout the historic village of Wa-
terford which was founded in 1733 by 
Amos Janney, a Quaker from Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania.  Waterford is 
one of only three villages in the U.S. 
designated a National Historic Land-
mark District. 

Many of the village homes and struc-
tures, and the surrounding farmland, 
have been preserved thanks to the 

residents, friends of Waterford and an-
nual proceeds from the Waterford Fair 
that have helped preserve and protect 
this unique place.  

Tickets for the Waterford Fair are 
on sale now at  www.waterfordfairva.
org  or by calling 540-882-3018 Tues-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Purchase in advance and save up 
to 50 percent. Tickets at the gate are 
$20 per adult per day, $18 for seniors 
and military per day, $15 for students 
per day, and free for children 12 and 
under. An Early Bird special, three-day 
pass, and group rates are also available. 
All musical performances are included 
in the ticket price.

Saturday evening of the Fair offers 
a separately ticketed event, “Feast 
with Friends,” a farm-to-table dinner 
using products from local farms, pre-
pared by Nick Wiseman of D.C.’s Little 
Sesame. Cocktails will be served in a 
Waterford garden while dinner will be 
served under the stars at the Walker 
Phillips House. Tickets are $275 per 
person, $4,000 for a table and are avail-
able at www.waterfordfoundation.org/
event/feast-with-friends/.

CRAFTS FAIR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

Specializing in  
Residential  
Interior Painting
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs
Wallpaper Removal
Deck Staining/Sealing

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

We Give You Back the Land You Already Own

Lovettsville, VA
Veteran Owned & Operated 
VA, MD, WV
Residential & Commercial
703-718-6789

Veterans LLC Land Rescue

MAJOR@VETERANSLLC.US
WWW.VETERANSLLC.US

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

 

 

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com

604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621
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do we plan to take care of them better?”
Anzivino said the Town Manager and 

his interaction with staff and the Coun-
cil is an important feature of the re-
port. “A lot of that is for closed session 
discussion.” 

The committees, commissions, and 
boards, he pointed out, “are real tools. I 
have not seen the level of detail in a code 
that you have here in the Town of Pur-
cellville … they all function as a council 
arm.”

Anzivino recommended hiring a proj-
ect manager to help oversee the Capital 
Project Budget for the next couple of 
years. During that time, the Town will be 
managing many Capital Improvement 

Projects that were identified as need-
ing work and paid for by the American 
Rescue Plan Act monies received by the 
Town.

Anzivino reiterated that the Coun-
cil is strong and “you’ve got inquisitive 
minds, you’ve got new ideas. It’s a mat-
ter of connecting the two to be more 
productive.”

“We have all the essential elements of 
a strong town government … this Town 
has accomplished a lot.” He pointed out 
that the Town has an AAA bond rating 
and that is “a great thing.”

Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser con-
cluded the meeting saying, “What I 
heard here tonight is something I have 
tried to put into practice.”

they are not unlimited. They are con-
strained by land use ordinances like zon-
ing, which have been enacted to provide 
for the common weal. 

Doubt me? Want to turn your front 
yard into a used car lot? A neighbor 

wants to convert his 
house into a casino. 
Another neighbor 

thinks his back yard would make a great 
cemetery. Zoning estops them in its pro-
motion of the common good.

Zoning is both prescriptive and re-
stricting; it says what you can and can’t 

do. That’s how it should be if it serves 
the general welfare. 

The new zoning ordinance is not per-
fect, but it seems to be a step in the right 
direction. The Planning Commission 
and the Board of Supervisors just need 
to stand up to the greedy special inter-
ests who, frankly, could care less about 
the average citizen.

Or care about the common weal.

Charles Houston developed more than 
six million square feet of office buildings 
throughout the south. More importantly, 
he has been active in conservation matters 
for over two decades. 

reasonable historic sense, and it 
transforms a very dull concrete sur-
face into a great focal point for the 
casual visitor, or everyday passerby.  

Now - how do I feel about the 
Town’s plans to tame the sometimes 
(up to and including flood condi-
tions during heavy rains) over-ram-
bunctious Town Branch at this spot? 
Much the same as I did at Brandon 
Park: I will feel the loss of any ma-
ture trees removed in the process, 
but I’m sure I’ll come to accept the 
long-range changes as mostly a good 
thing – especially if it keeps high wa-
ter out of the basements of local res-
idents! Same goes for the impressive 
rest stop shelter at the northeast cor-
ner of the bridge; when my life slows 
down a bit (someday, I hope – or do 

I?), I’d like to think I may even get to 
sit and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea at 
this spot, and just watch the traffic 
go by. Even if it’s raining. And maybe 
some of the folks who live in the new 
housing units will come and join me, 
and ask about my interest in George-
town Park. And, if they get me going, 
we could talk for centuries... But back 
to today’s re-examination of the lo-
cal acreage: the one drawback I find 
– somewhere inside my emotion-
al memory of the spot – is the void 
left behind by those missing, bygone 
(admittedly sort of ramshackle) retail 
and even less-descript buildings that 
used to line the Town Branch in this 
part of Leesburg. Maybe that’s part 
of what I can tell those new residents 
about, when we sit under that shelter 
and have our coffee, or tea.

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

OPINION

Ultimately, eating large amounts of 
carbohydrates could lead to weight 
gain, and an increased feeling of bad-
ness. Refined sugar, caffeine and al-
cohol are also linked to mood, and 
should be consumed with care and in 
moderation.

Consider medication and thera-
py.  Research studies have repeatedly 
shown the benefits of antidepressant 
medication, and psychotherapy in the 
treatment of depression. Studies have 
found that antidepressant medication 
can be very effective for the treatment 
of severe depression, and several oth-
er studies have shown great success 
with the combined treatment of medi-
cation and psychotherapy together for 
moderate to severe depression. 

Numerous other studies have shown 
that psychotherapy alone, specifically 
cognitive-behavior therapy, can be 
very successful in reducing symptoms 
of depression.

Be social.  Staying connected with 
important others is also important 
when depressed. Most depressed in-
dividuals prefer to be left alone, since 
it is often challenging and painful to 
openly discuss negative emotions and 
thoughts. But remaining disconnected 

from others while depressed could 
potentially hamper improvement and 
even worsen symptoms.

Get enough sleep.  Addressing 
sleep problems is essential for the re-
covery of depression.  Avoiding naps, 
maintaining a regular sleep schedule, 
limiting or avoiding caffeine and sug-
ar, and getting some form of exercise 
every day should altogether help to 
normalize sleep problems associated 
with depression.

Stay on top of the changes you’d 
like to make.  Keeping an accurate 
log of your mood, energy, eating, and 
sleeping habits over time will also be 
helpful for determining whether any 
changes are in fact seasonal. 

Remember that small things like a 
walk on a sunny winter day, getting 
enough sleep, and eating healthily can 
be a boost both physically and mental-
ly.  Here’s to prioritizing your mental 
health, and here’s to a great fall and 
winter in Northern Virginia.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in 
private practice. He can be reached at 
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095 
Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240 Ashburn.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

MIDDLEBURG, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35

There will be food and drink booths 
to satisfy your growling stomachs. Two 
of the most popular contests will re-
turn which are the Most Horrific Scream 
and Howl at the Moon for your chance 
at winning an awesome trophy. So start 
practicing. 

Parking will be at designated locations 
so look for the signs.  

Call Michael with any questions or 

email  dpurcellville@gmail.com. Check 
out the website  www.PurcellvilleHal-
loween.com.  

If you’re a business that would like to 
help sponsor the Halloween Block Party, 
let us know. We are also seeking vendors 
that would like to sell at the Block Par-
ty. Text Michael and let him know what 
you have at 540-383-0009. Don’t forget 
the new location 701 West Main Street, 
across from the golf course. 

HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ANZIVINO’S ANALYSIS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Mayfair Crown Drive is described in a 
County report as a two-lane public col-
lector road. In the Town of Purcellville’s 
staff report on July 7, Mayfair Crown 
Drive is also described as “a local col-
lector road, with all other roadways in 
the project as well as development from 
as far away as Purcellville Road (Route 
611), feeding into it.”

According to the Sept. 13 County staff 
report, “After receiving the Town com-
ment, the County’s consultant correct-
ed the plat to show stormwater man-
agement facilities being maintained by 
the County, not the Town, and the ac-
companying deed was forwarded to the 
County Attorney’s Office to correct the 
stormwater management maintenance 

language. The extra time needed to pro-
cess this plat (beyond May 2022) is due 
to an error by the County’s consultant.”

County Administrator Tim Hemstreet 
said the review process for these pro-
posals was unusually lengthy “on behalf 
of the Town.” He added, “The bigger is-
sue for me is the portions of this project 
that are funded through SMART SCALE 
projects and could potentially impact 
SMART SCALE projects in our Capital 
Improvement Projects.” He said that the 
County “might have to return funds on 
the ministerial portion of this. We are 
a year past where these applications 
should have been processed.”

Purcellville Town Council Member 
Joel Grewe and Blue Ridge Supervi-
sor Tony Buffington have blamed this 

COVID-19 CITED AS DELAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

lengthy process on lack of Town staffing. 
Grewe cites a Town Operational au-

dit from around 2018, which compares 
the Town of Purcellville to the City of 
Franklin, Virginia.

The audit does not mention that, un-
like Purcellville, the City of Franklin 
owns an airport, an electric utility, a 
school system, and a solid waste collec-
tion department, plus two cemeteries 
and three parks. 

restoration and long-term pres-
ervation and sustainability of 
the Asbury Church for the great-
er Middleburg community,” said 
Mayor Bridge Littleton.

The Town of Middleburg will en-
gage in a full community effort to 
ensure that this historic property 
will serve the Middleburg commu-
nity for generations to come.
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• Fall Cleanup

• Hardscape 
& Masonry 
Projects

• Aerating & 
Overseeding

• Plant/Tree 
Install

• Drainage 
Solutions

• Future Design

Now is the time!Now is the time!
Start planning Start planning 
your Fall & Winter your Fall & Winter 
projects today.projects today.

Late Fall and Winter is the perfect time 
for these outdoor living enhancements:
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Principal Broker,
Realtor®
703-408-4261
onthemarketwith
sam@gmail.com

Sam Fisher

         For Sale No HOA! 19.3 acre Land in
Waterford. Bold stream, well, cul-de-sac,
paved roads, high speed internet. $649,900.

         Just Sold Purcellville- Listed 
for $595,000. Spectacular lot backs to free space. 

           Just Listed Hamilton- Main level living.
Stainless steel appliances & wood floors! LL w/
Den, full bath & Rec Room. Generator. No HOA
.23 acres, fenced yard and rear deck. 

         Just Sold Purcellville- .39 Acres. Nestled on a
cul-de-sac. Convenient to Magnolias restaurant
downtown and the W&OD trail. $849,900.

         Sold Lovettsville- 10 acre Horse
Property with main level living, barn,
stream! $810,000.

"Sam did a marvelous job for us in our
recent home sale, from video
production, marketing, and

supporting us every step of the way."

"Sam guided us on the right type of
improvements needed for our home,

including staging, and helped us price our
one of a kind home in a changing market." 

        Just Sold Lovettsville- 13.9 acres, listed
for $1,495,000.

        Sold Beacon Hill/Waterford- 3 minutes
from Historic Leesburg. Listed for $1,450,000.

Just Sold... with Curt

Just Listed HamiltonCatoctin Meadows

Curt Schaber
Realtor®
Phone: 703-338-7300
schabercurt@yahoo.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketteam

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

Land for Sale

Please Call 703-408-4261

Marci Huber
Realtor®
Phone: 803-920-0213
marci.huber@outlook.com

         Sold Suffolk Ln, Hillsboro. 3 acres,
gorgeous views, main floor living. Listed for
$879,900.

         Get ringside exposure! Our horse
properties are marketed by Sam in person at
Horse Shows up and down the East Coast.

Beacon Hill Sold

Horse Property Sold Purcellville Country Home

Do you have a match for our relocation buyer? Single Family home no more than a 20 minute commute to downtown Leesburg. 
Quiet setting on 1 plus acres that allows chickens. Mother in law suite or Main Floor bedroom- 850K range. Early 2023 move in date.

"Sam provided detailed guidance on
pricing and timing of our listing, all

which turned out to be accurate."

Lovettsville Sold

"We trusted Curt Schaber with the
purchase of our first home and because of

his professionalism and experience in
Loudoun County. We highly recommend

Curt & On The Market Properties!"


