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Kuhn presents 
plans for Town 
annexation – 
118.81 acres on 
Purcellville Road 

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!
This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch.

540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. How

much money we would have saved…However, we finally made the right choice about our propane.
For years I have been receiving offers from other companies offering low rates, only to find out
you have to enter a contract with them. It never made sense to me that you could drive around
town and shop for fuel for your car, but not for your home. It’s nice to see that a business owner
understands this and caters to the customer. We received our first delivery this past Saturday 
and the owner himself brought it out. The service was excellent. Of course, I’m not surprised, 
as the initial account set-up was easy and the lady in the office was so pleasant!” —Caroline T.

“I have been buying propane from Hunt Country for about a year now. My
previous propane provider was much higher priced. The staff was rude and
didn’t seem to care if you gave them business or not. When I was shopping
around for a new company, thankfully I found Hunt Country. The staff is
friendly, professional, knowledgeable and genuinely cared that you gave
them your business. Hunt Country prices are consistently lower than their
competitors. I highly recommend that you call Hunt Country Propane, if you
don’t, you’re making a BIG($) mistake. Thanks Hunt Country!” —Ed, Leesburg Less • Local • Honest

BY LAURA LONGLEY

COVID has left many a Loudoun teach-
er with little or no time to pull together 
a Black History Month program. If you 
know someone in that pickle, you can 
do them a good turn by pointing them to 
the Black History Committee of Friends 
of Thomas Balch Library and its website 
(balchfriends.org/black-history-commit-
tee).

The BHC sections in the Friends site 
offer a wealth of curriculum resources, 
tour maps and histories of the County’s 
African American communities, photo-
graphs, enslaved peoples’ stories, infor-
mation on local abolitionist and the Un-
derground Railroad, and background on 
the “Civil War” amendments—the 13th, 
14th, and 15th—and their legal impact. 

Chaired by Donna Bohanon, one of 

BY VALERIE CURY

A year after he first proposed to the 
Town Council that Purcellville annex 
his 118.81-acre property on Purcell-
ville Road, owner Chuck Kuhn held 
a briefing with community members 
to review his plans for the parcel. The 
meeting, held at Patrick Henry Col-
lege on Jan. 26, was attended by some 
50 people. 

Formerly known as Warner Brook, 
the property is located in Loudoun 
County at 17110 Purcellville Road, 
north of Rt. 7 and east of Purcellville 
Road, opposite the Mayfair commu-
nity.

Kuhn is proposing a commercial  

BY LAURA LONGLEY 

Imagine if the seven Planning Com-
missioners who attended the Jan. 11 
Planning Commission Work Session, had 
not insisted on answers to those ques-
tions. What if they’d just nodded their 
heads and, without further information, 
sent a highly controversial Comprehen-
sive Plan Amendment [CPAM] forward 

to the Board of Supervisors for their ap-
proval. The fate of Rt. 15, rural northeast-
ern Loudoun, the Village of Lucketts, and 
a whopping tax increase for current and 
future County residents would have been 
sealed. 

Such an outcome from this single 
meeting would have advanced the mas-
sive project to widen U.S. 15 from Mon-
tresor Road to a point just shy of the Po-
tomac River. The plan calls for widening 
the road from two to four lanes, build-
ing a bypass around Lucketts, installing 
median strips up and down the corridor, 
and, most likely, increasing the speed 

limit to 50 mph. And yet none of that 
would solve the core problem: the merg-
er at Maryland’s two-lane Point of Rocks 
Bridge, which that state has no intention 
of widening or replacing within a decade 
or more.

Still, the Planning Commissioners were 
left with the job of wrestling with County 
staff to suss out the information they be-
lieve they need to reach an informed de-
cision for their Board recommendation.

As Roger Vance, Blue Ridge District 
Commissioner, and Mayor of Hillsboro, 
explained, “It would be irresponsible  

This Black History group can fill the gap

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

What will it cost? Who will pay for it?  
How many cars are from Maryland?
Commissioners 
raise key questions 
on US Rt. 15 

Loudoun’s most active and influen-
tial leaders in Black history and educa-
tion, the Black History Committee was 
founded in 2000 “to preserve, collect, 
promote, and share the history of Afri-
can Americans who contributed to the 
emergence and development of Loudoun 
County, Virginia.” To meet that mis-
sion, over the past 22 years Black His-
tory Committee members have com-
missioned and published books on the 
people, places, heritage, and histories of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Teachers: No plan for Black 
History Month?



Local & Luxury Expert — International and  
“Full Market” Exposure — Personally Preps/Stages

Mary Dioniso Brixius, ABR, CNE, CRS
Licensed in VA & MD as Mary Roberge

o: 540.687.5256 | robergemary@gmail.com | MaryRoberge.com

Marketing Mary

107 N King St, Leesburg, VA 20176
703.738.8282 | McEnearney.com
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Mary Dionisio Roberge
Licensed in VA, ABR, CNE, CRS
O: 540.687.5256
robergemary@gmail.com
www.MaryRoberge.com

Stunning 36-acre haven on the Potomac River with a Mount Vernon 
feel and its own outdoor meditation area and a rare Trout Stream. 
8 Acres of fenced property with 5 acres of grape vines. Quality-
constructed, custom home with numerous sought-after amenities. 
Expansive gourmet kitchen with farm sink, stainless appliances, 
organizational stations, 2 offices, family room with high ceilings and  
views. Owners Suite, 4 additional large bedrooms upstairs along with 
several other bonus rooms, a gym, media and library. Exterior features 
a beautiful in-ground pool and spa, enclosed Plantation-Style Porch, 
a relaxing large front porch, and swing. Sold for $2,250,000.

Staging, Marketing, Experience - Success shows in Mary’s “stats” 
- Staging, Timing, Attention to Detail, Thorough Comparative 

Market Analysis, Success

Mary’s sales statistics, with respect to days on market and a long-

term high percentage to list price, prove that her personal staging and 

guiding clients on what/when to update with her team  of contractors 

pays off.  17 YEARS OF LOCAL & LUXURY SALES EXPERIENCE

•	 Room-to-room guidance with Home 
Preparation and STAGING

•	 An expert Comparative Market Analysis
•	 Professional Real Estate Photography + 

AERIALS + VIDEO
•	 Local, National and International 

Marketing + DIGITAL

•	 Expansive corporate reach with 380 
Agent/Colleagues in our 9 OFFICES

•	 Accredited Contract Negotiator (CNE)
•	 Detailed closing guidance - prior 

Manager of a Settlement Firm 

•	 Mary’s sales statistics, with respect to 
days on market with a high percentage 
to list price record, prove that her 
personal staging and guidance on what/
when	to	update	pays	off.

•	 Full market exposure to untraditional 
iBuyers and Power Buyers, Investors

 “I just sold my home of three decades in only 
2 1/2 days thanks to Mary Roberge, a true 
Real Estate Superstar in my mind! From the 
moment	I	first	met	with	Mary	to	discuss	her	
home-sale services, it became clear to me 
how much Mary engages with each client as if 
they were her only one. Mary instantly garners 
your trust, and her honesty and innate 
professionalism guarantee your complete 
and total satisfaction start to Closing. Mary 
maintains very detailed communications 
during every step of the process, at times 
Mary would give me the answer to a question 
I hadn’t even asked yet. She is that detailed 
and informative. A special talent of Mary’s is 
that she always listens, even better she never 
forgets. The resulting best-in-class success 
comes from Mary’s incredible command 
of the real estate market. That is further 
enhanced by her keen interpersonal skills to 
establish, drive and maintain a very real WIN-
WIN association between Sellers, Buyers 
and all parties involved. If you combine all of 
that talent with endless unrestrained energy, 
that combination is Mary Roberge (Brixius). 
I cannot sing enough praises about Mary 
Roberge (Brixius).” - J. Harrison, Seller Client

107 N King Street, Leesburg  |  11 W Washington Street, Middleburg  |  Broker: 703.738.8282  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

17 Years Local/Luxury Experience 
International Reach
Personally Stages

COMING SOON
Single Family Home 

Great Falls, VA 

2021 Top Producer
Washingtonian Magazine

Top Producer 2020 
Dulles Area Association of Realtors

Best Real Estate Agents 2021
Northern Virginia Magazine

Mary Dionisio Brixius, ABR, CNE, CRS 
Licensed in Virginia & Maryland as Mary Roberge
o. 540.687.5256 | robergemary@gmail.com | MaryRoberge.com

107 N King Street, Leesburg  |  11 W Washington Street, Middleburg  |  Broker: 703.738.8282  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Top Producer 2020
McEnearney Associates, Inc.

Best Agents in Region 2021
Modern Luxury/DC Magazine

For a Complimentary Market Analysis, Email Mary at RobergeMary@gmail.com  

SOLD
40266 Sidesaddle Court
Leesburg | $1,295,000

SOLD
1227 Bradfield Drive 
Leesburg | $800,000

SOLD
18977 Coreopsis Terrace

Leesburg | $754,500 

SOLD
21056 Big Pines Lane
Leesburg | $800,000  

SOLD
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Leesburg | $672,000
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DO NOT SETTLE FOR “LESS” - Mary’s inclusive services in all price ranges:

2	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 February 2022



Local authors launch children’s book

Cappies review of Xanadu at Rock Ridge High School 

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Make New Friends is a newly released 
children’s book targeted to elementary 
students. It is written by local authors, 
Beverly and Alyssa 
Samuel, a mother and 
daughter duo. They are 
long-term residents of 
Loudoun County. 

The book tells a sto-
ry of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in a fun 
way as Ava, a friendly 
girl, starts her first day 
at a brand-new school. 
Readers will enjoy learn-
ing about the different 
backgrounds of Ava’s 

new friends, and they will appreciate 
the important lessons the book has to 
offer. 

Make New Friends was 
inspired by their fami-
ly’s  life experiences in 
school, work, and the 
community.  It is avail-
able through iUniverse, 
Amazon, and Barnes & 
Noble retailers.

The book concept 
originated because 
the authors wanted to 
shed light on the im-
portance of diversi-
ty.  They realized that 

when barriers are eliminated, people 
of different backgrounds and cultures 
coexist, learn they share core values, 
and some form lifelong friendships. “It 
is getting beyond 
seeing differences 
as obstacles, and be-
ginning to embrace 
and appreciate dif-
ferences,” said Bev-
erly.

“Diversity, equity, 
and inclusion are 
implied and repre-
sented throughout 
the book. It is im-
portant in schools 

because students can appreciate people 
of different backgrounds and cultures. 
This can help reduce bullying, prejudic-
es, and discrimination,” said Alyssa.

The targeted audience is 
elementary-aged children, 
with the primary audience 
being first and second 
graders.  The book is ap-
propriate for all elementa-
ry-aged children, but also 
has lessons that adults can 
glean as well.

Follow Make New 
Friends on  Instagram and 
Facebook.

BY CHARLOTTE LOBRING, ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Begin with a young, uninspired artist and then ex-
plode into a colorful and harmonious celebration of the 
artists all on roller skates, of course. Rock Ridge High 
School’s Xanadu was a highly professional and lively 
production with a cast and crew that went above and 
beyond at all times. It was as funny as it was heartfelt, 
and was a loving nod to the 1980s, legwarmers and all.

Xanadu, a book by Douglas Carter Beane and music 
and lyrics by Jeff Lynne (of the Electric Light Orches-
tra) and John Farrar, is inspired by the 1980 film of the 
same name. It tells the story of an ancient Greek muse, 
Clio, who wishes to inspire a struggling artist named 
Sonny. 

Using the name Kira and sporting an Australian ac-
cent, Clio and Sonny grow closer together as he works 
to open a roller disco named Xanadu. This is much to 
the satisfaction of Clio’s older sisters, Melpomene and 
Calliope, who wish to get Clio banished to the Nether-
world for falling in love with a mortal.

Maddie Kesler, who played the titular character Clio, 
was a joy to watch at all times. Kesler’s bright and bub-
bly personality was executed perfectly through gran-

diose movements and beautiful, crystal-clear vocals. 
With the roller skates and accent, Kesler added to the 
magical quality of the character. 

Grayson Scheefers, who played Sonny Malone, was 
a master with physical comedy and chemistry with the 
other cast members. The audience roared with laugh-
ter watching Sonny struggle with the roller skates and 
deeply felt Sonny’s affectionate connection with Clio. 
Scheefers also executed the songs with grace and flu-
idity.

Who doesn’t love a villain though, right? This show 
certainly delivered. D’Amora Brunson, who played 
Melpomene, displayed a powerful, graceful quality that 
left the audience wanting to see more. 

Ellie Schubert, who played Calliope, had the best 
jokes and vocal riffs in the show. Whether the two were 
“making it rain” with dollar bills above the stage or just 
being silly, they were the highlight of the show. 

Another standout performance was by Matt Miscio, 

BY LAURA LONGLEY

It’s tough enough if you share the day 
of your birth with Christmas or New 
Year’s Day, Independence Day, Easter 
Sunday, even Groundhog Day (which 
means you’ll celebrate your special oc-
casion with Bill Murray over and over 
and over again). But Valentine’s Day? 
That’s another story entirely.

Just try throwing yourself a birthday 
party and see if anyone other than your 
spouse or significant other shows up, 
and even if they do, it’s with red roses 
or a heart-shaped box of candy passing 
as a birthday gift. If you’re single, you 

might get a “best wishes” birthday call 
from your parents. 

(By the way, memo to parents of Val-
entine’s Day newborns: Previous gen-
erations passionately urge you to avoid 
such monikers for your offspring as Val-
entine, Valentino, Valentina, Val, Amo-
ra, Hart, Ruby, Romeo, Juliet, True, Eros, 
Belle, Beau, Esme, Posey, and— inspired 
by Cupid with his bow and arrow—Ar-
cher.)

“There’s nothing like being in a room 
filled with good friends singing ‘Happy 
Birthday’ with a blazing cake in front 
of you,” Mark Jason Williams told The 

Washington Post on a recent Valentine’s 
Day. “Yet I’ve grown bitter about my 
birthday because I can’t stand watch-

ing everyone else get cards and gifts on 
what’s supposed to be my special day. 
And I hate that I have to plan parties be-
fore or after Feb. 14 if I want anyone to 
come.”

Hannah Chambers told the readers of 
EliteDaily.com why, of the 366 possible 
days to have a birthday, Valentine’s Day 
is the worst. If you’re looking for a sur-
prising gift, forget it, she says. “People 
think we love stuff with hearts on it. If 
your birthday happened to fall on Ar-
bor Day, would you want us to buy you 
things with leaves all over them?” 

That’s important to remember when 
you open Amazon.com, or visit your 
local jeweler, or department store, to 
shop for your Valentine Birthday Boy 
or Girl, no matter their age. It’s hard to 
get past the endless nighties with hearts 
on them, cubic zirconia heart-shaped 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Alyssa and Beverly Samuel

L-R:  Maddie Kesler, Grayson Scheefers, Maggie 
Cantwell, Julia Freeman
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Oh, they say it’s your birthday?
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 BY TIM JON

You know, at the time of this writing, 
I’ve lived in Loudoun County, Virginia 
for almost a quarter of a century, and I 
still encounter surprising, unexpect-

ed experiences in places 
into which I’ve previous-
ly never ventured; there 
were a lot of those kinds 
of moments as I made 
my way (by means of all-
wheel-drive) up the nar-
row, twisting little (as in, 

little more than one lane!) gravel corri-
dor bearing the County Number 665 – 
otherwise known as Furnace Mountain 
Road. 

I’d completely overlooked this hither-
to undiscovered gem in my local travels 
and travails; it corkscrews up the side 
of the Catoctin Range Peak of the same 
name – just on our side of the Potomac 
River, a literal stone’s throw from Point 
of Rocks Bridge on the way to Maryland. 

I arrived at the northern end of the dirt 
road (in winter, think “Ski Slope”) before 
the sun had made its way high enough to 
shed any real light into the deep woods, 
so I parked in a little run-off area barely 
off the turn from Lovettsville Road as it 
intersects with Route 15 up by the Coun-
ty Line. 

Things were very quiet and hushed 
along the hillside as I waited for that 
specific pink glow in the sky that would 
tell me to start moving, and watching 
for anything of interest: now, out here, 
on a mountainside, that could mean a 
striking landscape, a vivid silhouette, a 
deer (or two, or ten) making way to bed, 
or even a black bear possibly looking for 
trouble. And I encountered an array of 
all, but the last on that list. 

I also drove past, at crawl speed (I’d 
wager that the only traffic jams up here 
would result from a tree fallen across 
the road), a scattering of unique human 
habitations: some – historic log cabins, 
stone mansions, indeterminate shacks, 
farmsteads, and just about everything in 
between. And lots of woods. 

Now, I know I’ve already mentioned 
the incline factor, but, even after getting 
(somewhat) used to delivering mail up 

Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth: 

Furnace Mountain Road

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

Proudly featuring:

BY SAMUEL MOORE-SOBEL

“Some of the most impactful lessons 
I’ve ever received, I’ve had to learn in 
spite of myself,” Will Smith writes in his 
new memoir, Will. 

Candid and engaging 
throughout, Will was the 
perfect read over my hol-
iday break. Even though 
Will Smith has been in 
the public eye for my en-
tire life, his book revealed 
new parts of himself and 

his experience that made for a compel-
ling read. 

Smith starts his book with a nod to his 

father, whom he calls “Daddio.” When 
Smith was only eleven, Daddio assigned 
Smith and his brother with the task of 
building “a new wall on the front of his 
shop.” The project lasted almost a year. 
“We did everything ourselves,” Smith 
writes. At first the job seemed impossi-
ble. But eventually, the wall was com-
pleted. Upon inspecting the finished 
work, Daddio said to his sons, “Now, 
don’t ya’ll ever tell me there’s something 
you can’t do.” 

This story is foundational to the rest 
of Will Smith’s story. No matter how 
you feel about Will Smith, his work eth-
ic is undeniably strong. “For my entire  

A Story of Will

MOORE-SOBEL

TIM JON

Dr. Mike

— Ask Dr. Mike — 
By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 »

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D. 

Dr. Mike,
Our 16-year-old teenage son 

has a ton of problems. We’ve tried 
counseling, medications, hospital-
izations, etc., but he’s only gotten 
worse.  

His main problems now are pot 
smoking, explosive and volatile an-
ger, school truancy and gaming ad-
diction, and he’s been diagnosed 

with ADHD, Opposi-
tional Defiant Disor-
der, depression, and 
anxiety when he was 
younger.  

We have zero con-
trol over him, and he 
basically does what he 

wants and usually spends 12 plus 
hours a day gaming in the basement. 
His school can’t seem to do any-
thing, and he’s refused to return to 
therapy, or to take his medications 
for over a year. 

My husband thinks it’s time for us 
to send him away, but we don’t know 
where to send him. A friend of mine 
had a difficult teen, and they sent 
him to military academy, which got 

him back on track. Our son has been 
to Dominion Hospital before, but 
they only kept him for a short time. 

He refused to go to their follow up 
treatment program, and screamed at 
us for weeks for sending him to the 
hospital. I don’t want to send him to 
another psych hospital, but I guess 
we will if that’s what’s best. He’s also 
told us that he will run-away if we try 
to send him some place again. Your 
advice is greatly appreciated. – Mary
Dear Mary,

It seems that you are at a critical 
moment for your son; and I’m con-
cerned that his functioning will only 
worsen if you don’t do something 
soon.  

Military school can be a very help-
ful option for struggling children 
and teens, but your son’s prob-
lems go well beyond what any mil-
itary school can handle. If your son 
doesn’t follow the rules or runs away, 
that school may choose to expel him. 
I’ve seen that happen many times.  

A residential treatment facility 
or a therapeutic boarding school 
is probably the more appropriate 

on the summit of the Blue Ridge, I could 
feel my skin crawl as I drove up Furnace 
Mountain Road; I kept my eye on what 
seemed like a vertical wall on my left – 
the uphill side – and, even more daunt-
ing – the abrupt drop-off on my right 
– which led who-knows-where – just 
down. 

I kept both hands firmly on the steer-
ing wheel, and passed up many an op-
portunity for creative photography, just 
to keep moving through this gauntlet of 
“verticality”: road, trees, hill, you name 
it, it was either up or down. 

And, to clarify, this was no drive-up 
Pike’s Peak or Denali or anything – Fur-

nace Mountain would barely be con-
sidered a foothill out in the Rockies of 
the American West; with the primitive 
roadway I encountered (driving it for 
the first time, at dawn’s first light) it was 
as lengthy and steep and uncivilized as I 
could have wished. 

After I’d thought (for about the sev-
enteenth time) that the uphill drive 
would never end, the road flattened out 
for a meter or two, and then we were 
over the highest portion (of the road, 
anyway – never got near the top of the 
Mountain itself) and heading downhill, 
back to some flat, treeless country where  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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Gov. Youngkin Addresses 
the Joint Assembly

On Jan. 17, Gov. Glenn Youngkin ad-
dressed the Joint Assembly, detailing 
his plans to “put this commonwealth on 
a pathway to prosperity” and create “a 
Virginia worthy of the ambitions of its 
people.”

“After years of fractured politics, a 
deadly pandemic, lives 
and livelihoods lost, 
soaring mental health 

incidents and drug overdoses, rising 
crime rates, ever-increasing costs for 
housing, food and fuel, Virginians have 
sent us here to turn the page,” Youngkin 
said. “They came out in record numbers 
to make their voice heard. They chose a 
new vision for the future.”

Youngkin called on both Republicans 
and Democrats to come together to 
make that new vision a reality, quoting 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: “We may have 
all come on different ships, but we’re in 
the same boat now.” He asked lawmakers 
to consider how ordinary Virginians feel 
about the state of the commonwealth. 
“They’re genuinely concerned that the 
cold halls of government are disconnect-
ed from the cold realities families  face 
while sitting at their kitchen tables every 
day,” he said. 

Sworn in as governor on Jan. 15, Youn-
gkin “hit the ground running” by sign-
ing 11 executive actions, swearing in 
a full cabinet, introducing 59 pieces of 
legislation and submitting 25 budget 
amendments in the two days prior to his 
address. 

“Virginians have given us a license 
to lead. They have charged us all to de-
liver on a Day One agenda,” Youngkin 
said. “We know on some issues there’ll 
be deep disagreement. But I believe this 
chamber is big enough for us to talk 
through our differences. And there is 
more that binds us than divides us. For 
we all share a common goal: To leave a 

better Virginia for our children.” 
Youngkin explained that a better Vir-

ginia starts with better education. “60 
percent of our students don’t meet na-
tional proficiency standards, including 
over 70 percent of Latino students, and 
over 80 percent of Black students,” he 
cited. “On this we should join arms and 
purpose together so that when our time 
here is done we’ll collectively have raised 
education standards from the lowest to 
the highest in the nation.”

Continuing on the topic of education, 
the governor had a message for parents: 
“You have a fundamental right, en-
shrined in law by this General Assembly, 
to make decisions with regard to your 
child’s upbringing, education and care. 
And we will protect and reassert that 
right,” he said. “Hear me clearly: When 
parents are empowered and engaged, a 
child’s life is enhanced.”

Youngkin said it should be up to par-
ents to decide what health measures 
their children should take, which is why 
he signed an executive order allowing 
parents to opt out of school mask man-
dates. “This is a matter of individual lib-
erty,” he said. 

“Our fight against COVID-19 will 
move forward based on this simple prin-
ciple: We will protect lives and liveli-
hoods. That means no more mandates 
and no more shutdowns,” Youngkin said. 
But he didn’t end the discussion there. 
“Speaking to you as your Governor, I’ll 
never tell you what you must do.  But 
speaking to you as a friend and a neigh-
bor, I strongly encourage you to get the 
vaccine.” 

Youngkin linked getting the vaccine 
to his next goal, keeping Virginians 
working and the economy growing – 
something he considers a top priority. 
He highlighted supply chain challenges 

GOVERNMENT
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We are opposed to the Loudoun Coun-
ty Department of Transportation and 
Capital Infrastructure’s SPEX-2021-0025 
application to provide lighting for Scott 
Jenkins Memorial Park.

We strongly disagree with the appli-
cant’s statement that “The development 
of the site will not negatively impact the 

area in any unusual or 
significant way above 
or beyond what is nor-

mal for a site of this nature.”
We oppose this application for the fol-

lowing reasons:
Our family owns a farm that is located 

directly south of Scott Jenkins Memorial 
Park that is under a conservation ease-
ment held by the Nature Conservancy.  
Large areas to our south and west are also 
held in other conservation easements.  
One of the primary purposes of these 
easements is “to ensure that the property 
will be retained forever predominantly in 
its natural and scenic condition.” 

The Loudoun County Comprehensive 
Plan encourages the use of open space 
easements to protect agricultural re-
sources, preserve farms, forests and open 
space and the rural character of the land-
scape in Rural Areas (Chapter 4 – Land 
Use, Comprehensive Plan for the Town of 
Hamilton and JLMA 2003-2020).

Additionally, the preservation of the 
property through the conservation ease-
ment furthers the goals of the Compre-

hensive Plan to “conserve agricultural re-
sources and avoid environmental pollution 
which would degrade the farmland, the 
natural environment and the surround-
ing communities” (Chapter 6 – Natural 
Resources-Hamilton, Comprehensive 
Plan for the Town of Hamilton and JLMA 
2003-2020).

In 2011, we included provisions in our 
conservation easement that allow for the 
establishment of a non-commercial na-
ture park.  At that time, we began discus-
sions with NOVA Parks about developing 
and donating a Dark-Sky Park somewhere 
on the northwest slope of Catoctin Moun-
tain, where there are high open fields with 
elevations over 550 feet that look directly 
to the west and are shielded by the moun-
tain from the artificial lights originating 
around Leesburg and points east. 

The aspect of the sky at these locations 
would be directly and negatively impact-
ed by sky glow created by the artificial 
lights proposed at Scott Jenkins Memori-
al Park (elevation about 530 feet), which 
would make it pointless, or at best, diffi-
cult to establish a Dark-Sky Nature Park.  

It is important to note that sky glow, 
a primary source of light pollution, can 
be seen as far as 200 miles away from its 
source.  Shielded lights, as proposed by 
the applicant for Scott Jenkins Memorial 
Park, contribute to sky glow and reduce 
visibility of the night.  Not only will our 
area be impacted, but the additional sky 

glow may impact Sky Meadows State 
Park, located in Delaplane, Virginia, and 
designated as a prestigious International 
Dark-Sky Park.

According to the Loudoun County 2019 
General Plan, the night sky “is an asset’ 
and “is important to the health, safety, 
and welfare of Loudoun residents.”  

Listening to spring peepers, chasing 
fireflies, viewing the Milky Way and other 
cosmic and night ecological explorations 
are activities that should be encouraged, 
protected, and cherished in our rural 
community.  These activities can be easi-
ly accessed by anyone at no cost.   

The total cost for the proposed lights at 
the park is $3,806,000 – see County 2022 
Adopted Budget for Scott Jenkins Memo-
rial Park – Phase III.

Currently, the vast majority of our land 
is used for agricultural crop production.  
However, we have also considered the 
use of greenhouses for agriculture/hor-
ticulture crops to help support the farm.  
The potential location for our greenhous-
es – where we already have existing infra-
structure, including road access, power, 
and sewer and water – is about 1500 feet 
south of the southernmost ballfield.

Many greenhouse crops are genetically 
programmed to set buds on strict sched-
ules for day and night.  This is referred 
to as photoperiodism.  Any use of artifi-
cial light – including lights from athletic 

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

We know many political -isms: con-
servatism, liberalism, libertarianism, 
progressivism, populism. To me, the 

paramount-ism is 
populism, as immor-
talized in Lincoln’s 

Gettysburg Address: Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people …

That dictum surely applies to local 
issues, especially regarding how land is 
used. Loudoun’s people should control 
how our land is used. Period.

We in the west may not think exactly 
alike on every issue, but I believe that a 
strong majority of us share similar con-
cerns about threats to our countryside. 
We want to preserve its rural character. 
That means strict limits on residential 
growth and it means stopping almost 
all new commercialization.

Realpolitik I

I am not optimistic about limiting 
growth. Our new Comprehensive Plan 
projects 11,643 new residences in the 
west by 2040 and I don’t think we can 
do anything about it. (I feel lachry-
mose.) 

We can, I think, mount effective op-
position to increased commercial in-
trusion. Existing businesses can’t be 
touched, but we should fight against 
new ones.

Why is fighting necessary? Commer-
cial interests have much greater polit-
ical clout than conservation alliances. 
That is wrong, wrong. Whatever hap-
pened to “Government of the people, 
by the people, for the people …”? The 
wishes of folks in the west should de-
cide what happens to our land. Com-
mercial dreams and schemes should 
suckle last.

I’m from the Government  
and I’m Here to Help You

I wish that old bromide was true. It’s 
not just that business has so much in-
fluence, it’s that several parts of county 
government actively encourage business 
growth that can intrude into the west. 
The county’s Department of Economic 
Development is a tiger in bringing busi-
nesses to Loudoun. That’s great as long 
as it keeps to commercial areas elsewhere 
in the county, but I sense that it endorses 
the general idea of more-business-every-
where. 

Then there’s our Economic Develop-
ment Authority (“empowered to pro-
mote economic development in Loudoun 
County”) and the Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Council (“promote de-
velopment and expansion of commercial 
and industrial tax base”). Guys, please 
don’t venture west of Route 15!

The Rural Economic Development 
Council, a county advisory group, focuses 
on areas west of 15. Its mission is a focus 
on “economic growth and development 
in rural Loudoun…” (Is that something 
we citizens actually requested?) To be fair, 
REDC’s membership includes key repre-
sentatives of agriculture and the equine 
sector, but my impression is that REDC 
too often takes a pro-growth, pro-devel-
opment position.

Thankfully the county has helpful de-
partments and committees: The Rural 
Preservation Board, Agricultural Assis-
tance Alliance, Mountainside Protection 
Advisory Committee, League to Stop 
Sprawl – sorry, I just made those up. They 
don’t exist, but perhaps they should.

DMO vs. DMO

Visit Loudoun is a quasi-governmental  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Keep it Rural: Say no to lights at  
Scott Jenkins Memorial Park
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The cycle of unsustainable 
annexation must stop

Blue Ridge Eagles donates 
to Autism Speaks

Dear Editor:
After reading about the proposed ap-

plication for annexation of a property 
on the north end of Purcellville, the for-
mer Warner Brook property – current-
ly named Purcellville Road, LLC – I was 

again reminded of, 
and unnerved by, the 
basic tenet of these 

proposals: the idea that developers can 
solve the very problems that develop-
ment has created in this town. 

The cycle of unsustainable annexation 
has essentially gone forward as a grand 
plan for economic redistribution–one in 
which developers front a relatively small 
initial cost and then leave the town foot-
ing the bill for extended sewer and water 
lines, road infrastructure costs, and in-
creased town services costs. 

Chuck Marohn, founder and presi-
dent of Strong Towns, an urban planning 
nonprofit, calls this pattern of suburban 
growth a Ponzi scheme. Though there is 
no denying that Purcellville could be in 
a stronger financial position, I applaud 
Mayor Fraser, and many others on the 
town council, for finding creative ways to 
arrive at a more economically sustainable 
town budget. 

But let’s be very clear about the caus-
es of this problem–the unsustainable 
annexation for residential, commercial, 
and industrial development beginning in 
the early 2000’s. And now, what does this 
developer propose? More annexation, 
more development. This is no way to dig 
ourselves out of a hole dug by careless an-
nexation and development. 

Furthermore, we must consider the 
town’s aesthetic integrity. A town must 

end somewhere, there must be some lim-
it, some boundary, or a town loses coher-
ence. The fields and woods that surround 
our town give this place its singular look 
and feel. Though there might be some 
sort of annexation that I could envision 
being healthy and appropriate at certain 
edges of the town perimeter, this ap-
proach does not seem to be that. 

In my view, any annexation should be 
measured (of a size less than 25 or 50 
acres), carefully integrated into the exist-
ing town, and economically sustainable 
in the long-term. What does that last 
point mean? It means that any addition-
al services provided to the annexed area 
should cost less than the revenue provid-
ed in a 50-year time horizon. 

The town cannot afford to perpetuate 
the cycle, even the addiction, of unsus-
tainable development. The light industri-
al site the developer is currently propos-
ing for the area does not seem to reflect a 
careful and coherent style. It is the type of 
development which imagines this prop-
erty as easily used and misused. 

We need to approach the issues of de-
velopment and annexation with humility 
and patience. If we want Purcellville to 
continue to thrive and reflect the area’s 
natural and cultural beauty for the next 
100 years, such decisions about annex-
ation should be made soberly and with 
imagination. If all we can imagine for 
this beautiful farmland is an industrial 
park–a use both disconnected from the 
landscape and the town – there is work 
to be done in broadening our collective 
imagination.

Adam Stevenson
Purcellville

The Blue Ridge Eagles, 
located in Purcellville, as 
part of their motto People 
Helping People, donated 
$10,000 of their annual 
golf tournament proceeds 
to Autism Speaks. 

LETTER
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OH Franklin, I read the 
briefing earlier. So 

you’re gonna have to 
stop barking orders 

and give me a paw !! We 
have a great pack so 

let’s team up and make 
Joey & Kristi proud!

Hey Daisy, The bosses 
had their year end 
board meeting to 

discuss goals for 
2022. I hope they aren’t 
biting off more than we 

can chew! Get it?!

Our mission for 2022 is to provide not only the highest quality products 
for your plumbing & water quality, but to raise the bar for our customer 
experience. We know you have lots of choices, we understand the 
urgency & frustration in our industry. From your first conversation with 
our courteous front office to the solution & completion of the job we 
strive to make the “customer experience” as stress free as possible.

HERE’S HOW:
• First call is 8 am. After that a 2 hour window with communication 

& updates so you aren’t trapped in your own home.
• We have field supervisors that are usually  scheduled ahead of the 

technicians to assist you in options & solutions. These people are 
both problem solvers & excellent communicators. They are NOT 
salesman. When you meet one of them you will be impressed. 

• Google map text message when your technician is in route to your 
home. Follow his truck on your device. A bio & picture of your 
technician via text or email before we arrive. 

• Properly wrapped vehicles to identify whose in your driveway. 
• Clean, groomed, polite & empathetic people with high quality 

skill sets will cheerfully arrive with exceptional communication 
& listening skills. They will also have been briefed by the field 
supervisor beforehand if applicable. 

• If allowed we will put pictures of your water heater, well pump & 
pressure tank, water treatment equipment etc in our data base for 
more efficient service in the future.

• We offer GreenSky financing for those unexpected incidents. This 
process is friendly & done on your device with no interaction with 
our staff unless you want us to help.

• Last but not least we will call you a couple days later and make 
sure you are still 100% satisfied with our service. 

L-R: Trustees and co-
chairs of the tournament 
Ron Hippler, Larry Hays, 

Gavin Decker, Kisha 
James, Executive Director 
for field Development for 
the National Capital Area 

of Autism Speaks, and 
President Brian Reed.
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Middleburg awards construction contract for town hall
The Town of Middleburg has awarded a 

construction contract to Cooper Building 
Services, LLC, of Frederick, Maryland, for 
the site development and construction of 
its new Town Hall in the amount of $10.7 
million. 

After a 10-month design and engi-
neering process, which included approv-
als and input by multiple citizen-led 

advisory committees 
and commissions, the 
Town completed its 
construction docu-

ments in November 2021. 
During this process, the Town held 

two, hour-long public information ses-
sions to keep citizens informed, and to 
hear their feedback.

Eleven pre-qualified firms were issued 
the Invitation for bids. Of these firms, 
four submitted responsive bids, which 
varied in cost between $10.7 and $11.1 
million.  Cooper was the lowest bidder. 
The Town is working with Cooper and its 
construction management team to find 
value engineering cost improvements.

The cost of the Town Hall project has 
increased from the most recent esti-
mates for a variety of reasons. Specifi-
cally, the construction industry is expe-

riencing significant cost increases due to 
COVID-19 impacts, supply chain issues, 
labor challenges, record inflation, and 
strong demand for construction in the 
region. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
some building materials have increased 
in price by over 200 percent. However, 
the Town’s financial advisors have ad-
vised that waiting will likely only lead to 
further increase in costs over time. 

Many construction areas are seeing 
1-2 percent monthly escalations. Addi-
tionally, the influx of federal dollars into 
infrastructure projects will increase de-
mand and push costs even higher. If the 
Town Hall were not built at this time, the 

Town and its consultants see no scenario 
where the project cost would decrease.

“This is a generational project for the 
Town of Middleburg.  The need was first 
identified in 2006 and will allow us to 
serve the citizens, businesses, and visi-
tors of Middleburg for decades to come,” 
said Vice-Mayor Peter Leonard-Morgan, 
who serves as the public information li-
aison for the project. “While it is a chal-
lenging time to construct a new building, 
we unanimously support the project and 
are eager to see it completed.”

Mayor Bridge Littleton said, “The 
Town remains in a very strong financial 
situation, perhaps the strongest in its 
history. Over the last 10 years the Town 

has worked very hard to put ourselves 
in this financial position. We have saved 
approximately 200 percent of our annu-
al operating expenses in our fiscal re-
serves.” 

The Town’s reserve fund is approxi-
mately $6.7 million, with its annual gen-
eral fund expenses at $3.5 million. The 
Town’s Reserve policy requires the Town 
to hold at least 125 percent of annual 
expenses as a fiscal reserve. As a result, 
the Town has a healthy reserve balance 
to handle unforeseen emergencies, eco-
nomic stresses, or future financial chal-
lenges should they arrive in the future 
while still being able to move forward 
with this project.

The Town was able to secure $8 million 
in bonded debt for the project at a very 
low rate of 2.72 percent.  As a result, no 
increase in residential property taxes is 
required to pay for the cost of the project. 
The Town’s current revenue streams are 
sufficient to cover the Town’s debt ser-
vice, and are continuing to show strength 
during recovery from the pandemic.

The Town held a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the new Town Hall on Jan. 24. 
The ceremony took place in the open 

GOVERNMENT

 tuskies.com • 703 771 9300
203 Harrison Street, Leesburg, VA 20175

Dinner
Feb 23rd at 7PM

$125 Inclusive

Seafood & WINE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Graduate Gemologist on Staff - Locally Owned - Licensed and Insured

Fine Jewelry, Watches, Diamonds, Bullion, Designer Goods
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Notices to vehicle owners in the mail – 
Residents asked to verify vehicle information

 Loudoun Commissioner of the Revenue Robert S. Wertz 
Jr. is mailing notification of 2022 personal property filing re-
quirements to all vehicle owners currently on the county’s 
tax rolls. Personal property includes automobiles, trucks, 

motorcycles, campers, trailers, boats, mo-
torhomes, aircraft, and mobile homes. 

Residents will soon begin receiving no-
tices in the mail with an account number and instructions 
that they will use to review and update their personal prop-
erty tax records for the 2022 tax year. The online process 
allows residents to review and update information on the 
more than 375,000 vehicles now located in the county. 

Residents can access their personal property information 
online at  loudoun.gov/efile  utilizing their social security 
or tax identification number, mailing address ZIP code and 
unique account number, which is displayed on the notice. 
Residents may receive more than one notice, depending on 
how their property is owned or registered.

Residents should report corrections, an address change, 
the sale or disposal of a vehicle, or unusually high mileage as 
well as unrepaired body damage or serious mechanical de-
fect since these factors may affect the property’s valuation 
or the number of months a vehicle is taxed in the county. 
The commissioner requests that all changes be submitted 
by Feb. 15, to assist in establishing accurate assessments for 
the 2022 tax year.

To avoid late filing penalties, newly acquired vehicles or 

those recently entering Loudoun County must be reported 
to the Commissioner of the Revenue within 60 days of pur-
chase or move to Loudoun County or one of Loudoun Coun-
ty’s incorporated towns. Owners of vehicles in the county 
are subject to taxes beginning on the date the vehicle came 
to Loudoun, even if the vehicle displays out-of-state license 
plates. 

Owners of vehicles displaying out-of-state license plates 
who are not otherwise exempt from obtaining Virginia li-
cense plates will be charged an additional annual license fee 
of $100. A $250 penalty may also be imposed on owners of 
vehicles that are not registered with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles within 60 days of the owner having 
established residency in Virginia.

Military service members residing in Loudoun County 
who have separated from military service and were receiv-
ing a tax exemption due to claiming a domicile outside of 
Virginia should contact the Commissioner of the Revenue’s 
Office to report their change in status so their exemption 
can be removed.

The Commissioner of the Revenue encourages residents 
to connect with the office virtually as most transactions 
can be completed online. For more information or filing as-
sistance, visit.loudoun.gov/cor or contact the Office of the 
Commissioner of the Revenue at  cartax@loudoun.gov  or 
703-777-0260. Regular office hours are weekdays, 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.

GOVERNMENT

On-Street 
parking 
management 
area considered 
near Ashburn 
Metro Station

 
In preparation for the arrival of Metro-

rail Silver Line service in Loudoun County, 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
is considering establishing an On-Street 
Parking Management Area in the vicinity 
of Moorefield Station, adjacent to the Ash-
burn Metro Station.

The proposed program, which would in-
clude metered parking near the station, is 
designed to promote the use of the Ashburn 
Station South garage by Metrorail riders in 
order to preserve neighborhood parking 
for use by current and future Moorefield 
Station residents and businesses. 

The Ashburn Station South garage will 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 »
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Purcellville Mayor Kwasi Fraser  has 
been reappointed to the National League 
of Cities 2022 Energy, Environment and 
Natural Resources Federal Advocacy 
Committee. 

Fraser was reappointed to a one-year 
term, and will provide strategic direc-

tion and guidance for 
NLC’s federal advo-
cacy agenda and pol-

icy priorities. The appointment was an-
nounced by NLC President Mayor Vince 
Williams of Union City, Georgia.

“Our advocacy for the  19,495 cities, 
towns, and villages  represented by the 
National League of Cities was instru-
mental in advancing the passage of the 
American Rescue Plan Act and the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act.  I now 
look forward to representing the energy 
and environmental interests of Purcell-
ville, Loudoun County, and communities 
across the United States on the  Ener-
gy, Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee,” said Fraser.

As a member of NLC’s EENR commit-
tee, Fraser will play a key role among a 
diverse group of local leaders in shaping 

NLC’s policy positions, and advocating 
on behalf of America’s municipalities 
before Congress, with the administration 
and at home, particularly around build-
ing sustainable and resilient infrastruc-
ture.

“NLC’s federal advocacy committees 
are a key tool for gathering insights di-
rectly from the communities that our 
members serve,” said NLC President 
Mayor Vince Williams of Union City, 
Georgia.  “I am excited to have Mayor 
Fraser serve on the Energy, Environment 
and Natural Resources committee and 
look forward to working with him to ful-
fill the promise of America’s cities, towns 
and villages.”

The full leadership of this year’s com-
mittee will consist of Chair Emily Larson, 
Mayor, Duluth, Minnesota, Vice Chair 
Cindy Dyballa, Councilmember, Tako-
ma Park, Maryland and Vice Chair Brian 
Jones, Councilmember, Union City, Geor-
gia.

For more information on NLC’s feder-
al advocacy committees, visit: www.nlc.
org/advocacy/committees.

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation and Loudoun Coun-
ty held a ceremonial groundbreak-
ing to  extend George Washington 
Boulevard (Rt. 1050) from Research 
Place south to Russell Branch Park-
way via a new bridge over Rt. 7, on 
Jan 24.

The  $33.2 million,  quarter-mile 
George Washington Boulevard ex-
tension will be a four-lane road/
bridge with a shared-use path along 
one side and a sidewalk along the 
other.  This project 
aims to improve traf-
fic flow on Rt. 7, re-
duce congestion at 
the Rt. 7 interchanges 
with Loudoun County 
Parkway and Ashburn 
Village Boulevard, and 
improve accessibility 
for drivers, bicyclists 
and pedestrians by 
connecting parallel 
roads to Rt. 7 (Riv-
erside Parkway and 
George Washington 
Boulevard) with par-

Fraser reappointed to National 
League of Cities EENR Committee

Groundbreaking for Rt. 7 and George 
Washington Boulevard Overpass

GOVERNMENT

Pet Supplies Plus Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Happy Valentine’s Day,  
Neighbors!

Now that the colder weather is upon us, don’t forget 
all that we offer to help you show your pet family how 
much you love them.  We have treats for everybody!

Remember to take advantage of our online ordering 
service and FREE same-day local delivery!  Or call 
ahead and use our reserved parking spots for curbside 
pick-up!  (You call, we fetch.)

Call for an appointment with our groomer-in-training 
or use our DIY dog wash bays and let us worry about 
the mess.  (Our Dirty Dog Discount card – 5 washes for 
only $25.00 -- never expires.)

Be sure to join PSP’s improved rewards program. 
Sign up online and get discounts, coupons, and free 
products!

Thank you for your PAWSOME support!
Love is in the air!

allel roads to Rt. 28 (Russell Branch 
Parkway and Pacific Boulevard). 

The project also aims to improve 
access to the George Washington 
University Virginia Science and Tech-
nology Campus and the Strayer Uni-
versity Loudoun Campus.

This project is financed with fed-
eral, state, and Loudoun County 
funding. Construction is expect-
ed to be completed by mid-2024. 
More information can be found on 
the VDOT project webpage.

L-R: William C. Cuttler, P.E., Deputy District Engineer, 
VDOT Northern Virginia District; Matt Rogers, aide to 
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors’ Chair Phyllis 
Randall, Sylvia R. Glass, Broad Run District Supervisor, Juli 
E. Briskman, Algonkian District Supervisor, Mike Turner, 
Ashburn District Supervisor, and Sunil Taori, P.E. Assistant 
Director, Transportation & Land Use, VDOT
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Performing arts teachers 
take center stage in 
budget debate
BY LAURA LONGLEY

The show must go on—even if 
Loudoun County fails to increase high 
school teachers/directors’ stipends for 
their extracurricular contributions to 
their students and community. 

At this time of year, when school 
boards and supervisors begin to grapple 

with the realities of 
next year’s budget, 
invariably they’ll hear 
passionate pleas from 

parents, teachers, and performing arts 
students about “unfairness” in funding 
for the arts versus athletics.

On Jan. 25, the Loudoun County Pub-
lic School Board indeed heard about the 
value of the arts in terms of children’s 
educations, mental health, creative 
growth, critical thinking, skills develop-
ment, not to mention revenues to the 
County. But this time they were also 
reminded that they should check their 
email inboxes for the 67-page docu-
ment sent to them that morning.

Beginning last spring, after working 
with students to mount musical pro-
ductions while coping with COVID, a 
small band of teachers began working 
on a data-driven report that has deliv-
ered some compelling findings on “In-
ternal Equity.” 

Expect a drama to unfold in the com-
ing months as the School Board begins 
to balance the budget.

 “I am a newer director who start-
ed this job during the virtual year of 
2020–2021,” says Katie Hudson of 
Broad Run High School. “I have no 
booster program, in my department, it’s 
just me. Though I live five minutes from 
work, my normal working hours are 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m.”

Tony Cimino-Johnson, Theater 
Teacher/Artistic Director at Rock Ridge 
High School, is the number cruncher 
behind the Internal Equity study. Re-
cently, he ran new data using updated 
data from the FY23 budget proposal and 
compared spending per school program 
and per student for football, lacrosse, 
running, and theater.

Football: Coaches’ stipends cover 
Aug.-Nov. for about 100 students. The 
stipend for a head coach is $7,828; 
two assistant coaches are budgeted at 
$6,053 each, a Junior Varsity head coach 
receives $6,053, an assistant $4,220. A 

freshman head coach gets a stipend of 
$6,053, and an assistant $4,220. FY22: 
$393.20 per student. FY23: $404.80 per 
student – an increase of $11.60.

Lacrosse: 1 season with 100 students 
at $32,220—$322.20 per student.

Running: 3 seasons with 150 stu-
dents at $39,305—$262.33 per student.

Theater: Approx. 11 months teach-
ing, mentoring, and managing all 
performances, rehearsals, and field 
trips. Total: $12,876 for up to 150/200 
students. The per student increase over 
FY22 is $2.30. The proposed stipend for 
a theater teacher is $6,953 plus an addi-
tional stipend called “Artistic Director” 
at $5,923. 

Some Loudoun schools charge the-
ater students extra fees of $75 to $150 
for participating. Marching band stu-
dents pay upwards of $300.

Tuscarora High School Theatre Arts 
Instructor Justin Daniel points out that 
the stipend increase theater teachers 
are proposing also would help music 
teachers who volunteer to work on af-
ter-school musicals for free. 

Even if Loudoun County fails to 
deliver the performing arts teachers’ 
funding proposal, other school districts 
across the country are ready to take up 
the cause with the aid of the Loudoun 
teachers’ report. That 67-page docu-
ment has already been requested by 
administrators and theater teachers 
around the country who want to repli-
cate it in their own counties. It also will 
be shared with Americans for the Arts, 
Educational Theatre Association, and 
other national and state organizations. 

Here in Loudoun, the report’s authors 
intend to press their case for change in 
this funding cycle. As Cimino-Johnson 
points out, “If LCPS is ready to fully 
fund interscholastic sports, they should 
be prepared to fully fund the fine and 
performing arts, as those programs 
engage roughly 45 percent of our stu-
dent population. It’s not okay that our 
parents and families have to pay fees 
to participate in the performing arts 
while our athletic families receive a free 
pass.”

To learn more about Loudoun high 
school theater programs and find a link 
to the Internal Equity report, visit Cimi-
no-Johnson’s site at www.rockridgeper-
formingarts.org

GOVERNMENT

• Custom Residential Interior & Exterior
• Exterior Wood Replacement
• Wallpaper Removal
• Honest and Dependable Mechanics
• Inside and Out Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing Siding and Decks
• Deck Staining and Sealing
• Drywall Repair
• Every Job Owner-Supervised
• Licensed and Insured
• FREE Estimates

Start the New Year 
with new paint!

We are committed to 
providing you with the 
best work and customer 
service available.

Stay informed.
www.BlueRidgeLeader.com
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LAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc
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Mary Elizabeth Strange, 60, of Pur-
cellville, passed away Sunday, Dec. 30, 
after a brief illness. She was born in Ker-
rville, TX in 1961 to James and Carolyn 
Strange. 

Elizabeth grew up in Texas, New Jer-
sey, and Florida. She received a Bachelor 
of Arts from New Col-
lege of Florida, where 
she majored in Classics 
and Religious Studies. 
While in college she 
worked as a dispatcher 
for the campus police.  
She also met her fu-
ture husband at after-
noon teas held by her 
Classics professor. She 
married Christopher 
Bertaut on May 8, 1990. 

Elizabeth took pride 
in working as a techni-
cal and proposal writer 
in the high-tech field, 
for more than 15 years.  

Elizabeth and Chris-
topher adopted and raised two wonder-
ful sons, James and Carl. 

She loved travel, archeology, water-
falls, and talking with everyone she met. 
She loved to talk about politics, but nev-
er made it a precondition to friendship. 
She loved to read fiction, philosophy, 
and biographies. She was a valued part 
of many shared communities of inter-

est, located both near and far.  
She is survived by her mother, Caro-

lyn Midkiff Strange of Tampa, FL, her 
sisters, Joanna Strange of New York City, 
and Katherine Burke of Thousand Oaks, 
CA, and her loving husband of 31 years, 
Christopher. 

She will be sadly missed by rela-
tives, friends, and neighbors. Her won-
derful spirit, joys, mischievous sense 
of humor, love of nature, and talents 
were celebrated at memorial services 
held in her family church in Tampa, 
FL on Jan. 3, and in her hometown of 
Purcellville at the Carver Center on  
Jan. 22.

BetterALife is proud to announce the 
Grand Opening of their first Food Pantry 
on Friday, Jan. 28, at 12 p.m. at 201 N. Ma-
ple Avenue, Purcellville. This milestone is 
a major move for BetterALife on its mis-
sion to “leave no local child hungry.”

This new commercial space for their 
Food Pantry will not only continue to 
supply food to any child who needs it, 
it will also:

•	 Provide a regular space for 
packing food which will be 
delivered door-to-door to 
low-income communities 
BetterALife serves;

•	 Provide a space for a new 
“CookForALife” program 
designed to teach children and 
families how to cook healthy 
meals with the food they are 
provided;

•	 Provide a space for a new 
“InspireALife” program 
designed to provide mentors 

as well as basic needs such 
as shoes, eyeglasses, etc. to 
children in need;

•	 Provide a space for a new 
“Active Duty” program designed 
to match children with an 
Active Duty Service member 
and assist them in writing 
letters. The program will help 
children develop their reading 
and writing skills while making 
new connections with inspiring 
members of the Military 
community. 

In attendance was the founder of Bet-
terALife, Elizabeth M. Ford, along with 
Board Chairwoman Kellyn Kellogg and 
Board Member Elaine Stone. They were 
joined by the Mayor of the Town of Pur-
cellville, Kwasi Fraser, and Town Coun-
cil Members. 

“As a child I experienced food inse-
curity, so this issue is near and dear to 
my heart. Our mission is that no child 

Remembering Mary 
Elizabeth Strange

Food Pantry Opens in Purcellville
should experience hun-
ger,” said Ford.

“We have been help-
ing a community mem-
ber for over a year 
now, as he was experi-
encing homelessness. 
Throughout this experience he never 
gave up, and continues to attend school. 
He has an Instagram page where he sells 
wooden carved signs to support himself. 
BetterAlife has enjoyed helping him on 

this journey and watching him flourish.”
To learn more about BetterALife and 

to help with their mission by making a 
tax-deductible donation, visit  www.Bet-
terALife.org.
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Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

support local businesses
PURCELLVILLE 

CLEANERS
Your Community Cleaners

PROFESSIONAL  
DRY CLEANING 

LAUNDRY
ALTERATIONS – ALL KINDS

WEDDING GOWNS
SHOE REPAIRS

HORSE BLANKETS

540 338-3550 • MON-FRI 7-7, SAT 8-6
SHOP 'N SAVE SHOPPING CTR.

609-C EAST MAIN STREET, PURCELLVILLE

Same Day 
Service

141 W. Main Street Purcellville

Mon - Sat 10am-8pm  Sun 1pm-8pm

Place your

order by

Weds, 10 Feb

Valentine's Day

Now accepting orders for our

Emergency Kits, Personal Mini Tarts

and other desserts!

Gift Certificates

are also available SEASON
ENDS

15 MARCH

“Excellence In Real Estate”

Need more room 
to roam? Let me 
help you find it.

Be Our Valentine!Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

Looking for that Perfect Gift?
We have Gift Cards!

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 7

Thank You Loudoun for 
Voting us #1 Burger.

You Need MELT!
525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176

(703)443-2105

When You Need A Great Burger...

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln 
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling   
540-287-1970 any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 12-31-21

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 2/28/22

Targeting  
Loudoun County?

Reach local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

      540-338-4161 
701 W Main St., Purcellville • purcellvillefloristva.com

Family Owned & Operated

February 14

Valentine’s
Day is

Special holiday hours
8:30-6:00 Feb. 7-14 including  

Saturday and Sunday

vintagemagnoliallc@gmail.com

Mon-� urs: 10-5
Fri-Sat: 10-6

Sun: 10-5

• Gi� s and Home Décor
• Antiques
• Reclaimed Furniture
• Local Art & Products
• Authorized Fusion Paint Dealer
• Painting & Jewelry Making Workshops
• Custom Made Furniture

Antiques & Home Décor

Thank you for voting us #1 Antique Store!

Find us on Facebook

19487 James Monroe Hwy
Leesburg, VA 20175

(Rt. 15 South & Harmony Church Rd)
703-777-6760

600 East Main St.
Purcellville, VA 20132

540-441-3751

Antiques & Home Décor

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9

vintagemagnoliallc@gmail.com

Mon-� urs: 10-5
Fri-Sat: 10-6

Sun: 10-5

• Gi� s and Home Décor
• Antiques
• Reclaimed Furniture
• Local Art & Products
• Authorized Fusion Paint Dealer
• Painting & Jewelry Making Workshops
• Custom Made Furniture

Antiques & Home Décor

Thank you for voting us #1 Antique Store!

Find us on Facebook

19487 James Monroe Hwy
Leesburg, VA 20175

(Rt. 15 South & Harmony Church Rd)
703-777-6760

600 East Main St.
Purcellville, VA 20132

540-441-3751

Antiques & Home Décor

LOUDOUN’S

LoudounNow

FAVORITE

2 0 1 9
19487 James Monroe Hwy

Leesburg, VA 20175
(Rt. 15 South & Harmony Church Rd)

703-777-6760

600 East Main St.
Purcellville, VA 20132

540-441-3751

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

Sun - Thurs: 10-5
Fri-Sat: 10-6

• Gifts and Home Décor
• Antiques
• Reclaimed Furniture
• Local Art & Products
• Authorized Fusion Paint Dealer
• Authorized Dixie Belle Paint Dealer

Antiques, Home Decor & Gifts

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER
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Cow 

Shares
Eggs 

Chicken & Duck 
$3 dozen

AD PROOF  
PRODUCED BY THE BLUE 

RIDGE LEADER

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 
Springdale Village Inn and Farm

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares  
540-454-6403

FARM

BRRRR...
IT’S COLD

OUT THERE

Sale ends 2/17/2022

support local businesses

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

 ❖ Carpet
 ❖ Vinyl 
 ❖ Hardwood 
 ❖ Waterproof 
Vinyl Planks

 ❖ Ceramic Tile

stone house
F L O OR S 

540-465-8055
28910 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA 

StoneHouseFloors@gmail.com
StoneHouseFloors.com

Home of the Shenandoah Craftsman

You dream it, 
we’ll build it.

 ✦ New homes
 ✦ Additions
 ✦ Decks and porches
 ✦ Remodeled kitchens and baths
 ✦ Replacement windows
 ✦ Vinyl & hard siding

35072 Newlin Court, Middleburg

571-283-4919
InnovativeRealtyContracting.com 

Class A Licensed & Insured
INNOVATIVE REALTY SOLUTIONS

INNOVATIVE REALTY CONTRACTING

Veteran 
owned with 
30 years of 
construction 
remodeling 
experience

SCAN TO LEARN
 ABOUT HVAC

APPRENTICESHIP 

WE'RE HIRING!

Call or Text  703-537-5904
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placement for him given how he is func-
tioning, however, getting that placement 
right isn’t an easy task for parents.  

A parent I work with whose son is in a 
similar situation recently asked, “Anyone 
can have a fancy website, but how do I 
know if a program is right for my child?” 
As I told that parent, the decision to send 
your child away is an important one that 
you want to get right the first time.  

There can be times when a second 
program or follow-up program is needed 
before your son returns home, but given 
the expense and commitment, moving 
from program to program isn’t a good 
thing. Thus, I advise against doing the 
research yourself or guessing on your 
own, since there’s a lot that goes into 
matching a child or teen up with the best 
program or placement.  

When I work with children or teen-
agers whose problems go beyond out-
patient treatment, I most often recom-
mend The School Counseling Group in 
Washington, DC.  

The School Counseling Group is com-
prised of a top-notch team of placement 
professionals who are very knowledge-
able when it comes to finding the exact fit 
for a child or teen with an away program. 
I’ve been very impressed with their work 
with families over the years, and they are 
outstanding at what they do.  

At 16 you don’t have a lot of time if 
you do decide to send your son away for 
treatment. Once he turns 18, he can flat 
out refuse to go.  

Regarding your concerns about him 
running away, a good placement profes-
sional can speak to you about how best 
to handle that. There are professionals 
that can physically escort your son to the 
residential treatment program or thera-
peutic boarding school if needed.  

I am hopeful that, with the right pro-
gram, he will get the help that he needs 
to get better. While the decision to send 
a child or teen away for more intensive 
psychological treatment can be the right 
thing to do in situations like yours, it 
can be emotionally difficult for parents. 
It may be helpful for you and your hus-
band to see a mental health professional 
for parenting support and guidance. 

 
Dr. Mike,

Our son is 19 years old and lost. He’s a 
great kid, but he just can’t seem to find 
his legs in life.  He tried college, but he 
didn’t make it to classes, partied too 
much, played video games all day, and 
ended up back home after the first quar-
ter with straight F’s.  

He then tried NOVA, but he ended up 
dropping out of that too with more F’s. 
The instruction at NOVA was all online 
due to COVID-19, and he isn’t disciplined 
enough to learn through a screen. He’s 
hard set on returning to college, but his 
GPA is too low for him to apply anywhere.  

My husband and I are thinking that 
he may not be suited for college. He’s 
bright, but he’s never been a great stu-
dent, but we don’t know what else he’d 
do without a college degree. He also 
hasn’t wanted to talk to us about school 

or next steps, and we’ve kind of just left 
him alone. He recently got a job deliver-
ing food, but he only does that every now 
and then.  It’s also been tough for him to 
see his friends go off to college and do 
well. Any thoughts? – Amanda

Dear Amanda,
What your son is going through is not 

that unusual. The expectation is that 
our teens will head off to college and do 
great, but for some, the adjustment to 
college life and independent living can 
be too much to manage. 

It’s not clear to me why your son has 
done so poorly at college. You write that 
he didn’t do well and that he isn’t dis-
ciplined enough for on-line learning, so 
perhaps immaturity is the problem. He 
was intelligent enough to get into col-
lege, but maybe he’s not mature enough 
to be there.  

It’s also possible that he doesn’t want 
to be in college, but has gone, and is con-
tinuing to try to go, because he believes 
that’s what’s expected of him. Mental 
health problems (e.g., depression, anxi-
ety, ADD/ADHD, etc.), social problems or 
learning problems, could also be factors 
that are contributing to his failure to do 
well in college.      

Before he attempts college again, I 
think you should sit down with him to 
talk through things.  Asking him why 
he wants to go to college, why he thinks 
he’s done poorly, what he plans to do 
differently, and what he thinks he may 
want to do with his life, are good ques-
tions to ask. Does he have interests or a 

passion for something that he could pur-
sue at college?  

I recommend he not return until he 
has greater insight and clarity with a 
solid game plan, and with understanding 
your concerns and expectations.

I think you should also explore options 
beyond college. You write that your son 
is bright but that he’s never been a great 
student and may not be suited for college. 
Perhaps he is better suited to learn a trade 
– the world will always need electricians, 
fire fighters, plumbers, chefs, police offi-
cers, etc. While these trades require sec-
ondary schooling and training, they don’t 
require a bachelor’s degree. I have worked 
with dozens of teens over the years who 
tried college and failed, and then pursued 
a trade and succeeded.

Your son would also likely benefit by do-
ing some career testing with a psycholo-
gist to determine what he’d like to do, and 
what would fit him best. Career testing 
could be very helpful with creating a road 
map for him. If your son has additional 
mental health struggles, his psychologist 
will be able to help him with that.  

He also tried to embark on a college 
career during a global pandemic, which 
may have contributed to his struggles. 
I’m hopeful that with the right interven-
tions, good communication, and time 
and effort, your son will find his way.

Michael Oberschneider, “Dr. Mike,” is a 
clinical psychologist in private practice. 
He can be reached at 703-723-2999, and 
is located at 44095 Pipeline Plaza, Suite 
240, Ashburn.

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Members of the public are able to 
view and comment on three draft lo-
cal redistricting plans that have been 

selected by the 
Loudoun County 
Board of Super-
visors for further 

evaluation and refinement.
On Jan. 18, the Board voted to move 

these three plans to the next phase of 
consideration in the county’s local re-
districting process:

The Coalition of Loudoun Towns 
Alternate Plan, submitted by COLT, 
an organization comprising the may-
ors of Loudoun’s seven incorporated 
towns (Hamilton, Hillsboro, Leesburg, 
Lovettsville, Middleburg, Purcellville 
and Round Hill). This plan focuses on 
preserving communities of interest, 
such as homeowners’ associations, in 
both western and eastern Loudoun 
with compact districts. It focuses 
on the Rural Policy Area, the coun-
ty’s incorporated towns, and western 

Loudoun by creating two western dis-
tricts.

The Fechter Plan, a citizen-sub-
mitted plan, is designed to include two 
supervisor districts for areas west of 
Rt. 15 and one supervisor district en-
tirely west of Rt. 15. It is also designed 
to avoid split precincts, keep commu-
nities of interest together as much 
as possible, and ensure the Board of 
Supervisors reflects the county it rep-
resents.

The Letourneau-Turner Plan, 
developed collaboratively by Dulles 
District Supervisor Matthew F. Letour-
neau and Ashburn District Supervisor 
Michael R. Turner. This plan is based 
on a previous plan submitted by Su-
pervisor Turner, but also contains ele-
ments of Supervisor Letourneau’s pre-
viously submitted plans. It is designed 
to include rural areas in two districts, 
while keeping many communities of 
interest and homeowners associations 
intact, including Brambleton, Cas-

cades, Lansdowne, Leesburg, South 
Riding and Sterling.

Members of the public can review 
these plans through an online viewer, 
which allows users to compare plans 
to one another and evaluate how each 
plan addresses the Board of Supervi-
sors’ adopted 2021 redistricting guide-
lines, which are available at  loudoun.
gov/redistricting.

Residents are encouraged to view 
the plans and other useful maps and 
data on the county’s  Redistricting 
Hub. A comment form can be used to 
provide feedback on specific plans or 
submit general comments about the 
redistricting process.

The county’s Office of Mapping and 
Geographic Information is continuing 
to evaluate these plans against compo-
nents of the 2021 redistricting guide-
lines, including each plan’s impacts on 
communities of interest. County staff 
are also analyzing how the three pro-
posed plans would affect existing voter 

precincts.
Following the county staff’s anal-

ysis, the Board is scheduled to review 
the three plans again at its Feb. 15 
business meeting and select a single 
redistricting plan in March that will 
be forwarded to a subsequent public 
hearing.

The local redistricting process deter-
mines how neighborhoods and com-
munities are grouped together into a 
district for purposes of electing mem-
bers to the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors and School Board. By mak-
ing sure districts have approximately 
the same number of people, redistrict-
ing can help to ensure residents have 
equal representation on the Board of 
Supervisors and School Board. It also 
affects for whom residents vote and 
where they vote, based on how the lo-
cal electoral boundaries are drawn.

For more information about local 
redistricting in Loudoun County, vis-
it loudoun.gov/redistricting.

Three draft redistricting plans available for review

GOVERNMENT
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Hot off the press!

IDA LEE PARK RECREATION CENTER IDA LEE PARK RECREATION CENTER •• LEESBURG, VA LEESBURG, VA

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022       9:00AM - 4:00PM 

www.idalee.org     FREE ADMISSION     703-777-1368

Shop for beautifully handcrafted, one-of-a-kind 
gifts for Easter, Mother’s Day, and graduations!

Local and regional artisans will be featuring Local and regional artisans will be featuring 
fine art, home décor, wood, jewelry and fine art, home décor, wood, jewelry and 
accessories, gourmet foods, and more.accessories, gourmet foods, and more.

BY LAURA LONGLEY

Take two adventurous chefs—San-
tosh Tiptur and Tomas Lobato—and 
blend the distinctive tastes of Mexico 

and Spain into a 
perfect recipe for 
success: La Prensa 

Tacos and Tapas in Sterling’s Nokes 
Plaza.  

Tiptur, La Prensa’s own-
er, has mentored Lobato for 
many years while Chef de 
Cuisine Lobato has brought 

him some very special gifts—his 
mother’s and grandmother’s ways 
with Mexican food. He grew up with 
them in Mexico’s smallest, historic, 
and culturally diverse state of Tlaxca-
la, east of Mexico City. 

“Everything I know about Mexican 
food comes from them,” he says. “I 
used to watch them when I was grow-
ing up. They ground the corn for their 
tortillas and made them from scratch. 
My grandmother not only showed me 
all the secrets, but also her love and 
passion about Mexican food.” 

In 2004, at the age of 16, he moved 
alone to the United States, earn-
ing his living selling flowers on the 
streets of Washington, D.C. He got 
a job as a dishwasher in a restaurant 
and then moved on to prep work. 
Next stop—a fortuitous one—was 
the chocolate themed restaurant 
where Santosh Tiptur served as chef. 
He began working for Chef Tiptur at 
his restaurant Co. Co. Sala, ultimate-
ly taking charge of bread making. 
Within three years, he was Tiptur’s 
sous chef. It was the beginning of 
an 11-year collaboration that would 
take them on to Leesburg, where Tip-
tur opened The Conche at the Village 

Market near Wegman’s. One day, 
experimenting in the kitchen, Loba-
to whipped up a Mexican meal, and 
Chef Tiptur was so impressed he de-
cided to open La Prensa—with Tomas 
as chef de cuisine.

The inspiration—and the restau-
rant’s name—came from studying the 
art and craft of the skilled cooks and 
chefs who have used the Prensa de 

RIOJA DINNER

featuring wines of

Thursday, March 31

6:30-9:00 pm

$125 pp inclusive

with La Prensa’s making news  
with its terrific tacos and tapas

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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NOTICE
ASPHALT
PAVING
WINTER SPECIAL

with this ad

Hospitals across the region 
are experiencing a critically low 
blood shortage. Due to these 

challenges, do-
nor services 
need to think 

quickly and creatively to continue 
supplying patients with lifesaving 
blood.

Phyllis Randall, Chair at-Large 
of the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors, issued a challenge to 
leaders across the region to join 
her in the 2022 Save a Life Board 
of Supervisors Blood Drive Challenge. 
This effort will run until February 21.

All blood types are needed, but Type O 
is in extreme demand. “Donating blood 
is the easiest way to help save a life,” 
Randall said. “I’m confident that my 
elected colleagues and Loudoun Coun-
ty Citizens will respond to this urgent 
need.”

Blood donations have been dramat-
ically impacted by a rise in COVID-19 
cases in the region and volunteer donors 
are the only way to replenish the supply. 
Chair Randall called on Chairman Jeff 
McKay of Fairfax, Chair Katie Cristol of 

Arlington, Chair Ann Wheeler of Prince 
William and Mayor Justin Wilson of Al-
exandria and said, “Bring it.”

Inova is Northern Virginia’s leading 
nonprofit healthcare provider. Inova’s 
19,000 team members serve more than 2 
million individuals annually through an 
integrated network of hospitals, primary 
and specialty care practices, emergency 
and urgent care centers, outpatient ser-
vices and destination institutes. 

Make your appointment or ask ques-
tions about your eligibility to do-
nate in the next few days by calling 
1-866-BLOODSAVES (1-866-256-6372) 
or visiting inovablood.org. 

The fifth annual Purcellville Cabin Fe-
ver Film Festival kicked off with a slate 
of 13 films that highlight Loudoun film-
makers.  This festival highlighted local 

tales and talent films, 
student productions, 
and vintage home 

movies, with emphasis on films made in 
Purcellville, or by residents in the Pur-
cellville area. 

To celebrate the fifth year of this fes-
tival, prizes were awarded for Best Stu-
dent-Produced Film, Best Loudoun-Fo-
cused Film, and Audience Favorite. 
Prizes were sponsored by the Friends of 
Franklin Park Arts Center, the Purcell-
ville Arts Council, and Visit Loudoun. 

Mike Ellison won best Loudoun-Fo-
cused Film – Arcola Courters.  Best stu-
dent film was tied between Bun Buns 
Return by Aaron and Noah Benson and a 
film by Maddy Wade.

Anteaks Roadshow by Phil Erickson and 
Penny Hauffe won audience favorite.

The films included:
•	 Land Trust of Virginia by 

Michael Jarvis & Weston Trussell

•	 Goose Creek by The Lincoln 
Studios

•	 Arcola Courters by Mike Ellison
•	 My Farm Friends by Joey Walker
•	 30 Days in June 2019 by Doug 

Graham
•	 The Bun Buns Return by Aaron 

and Noah Benson
•	 Who dun it by Ian Poole & Tara 

Linhardt
•	 Dande Biyo by Ian Poole & Tara 

Linhardt
•	 On Fire by Andrew Broadhurst

Randall challenges regional 
leaders in blood drive

Fifth annual Cabin Fever Film 
Festival a great success

L to R: Beth Erickson, Purcellville Mayor Kwasi 
Fraser, Mike Ellison, and Elizabeth Bracey.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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Karen McCarthy and Adair Soho, 
owners of Another  Turn Tack Shop in 

Purcellville had their 
grand re-opening rib-
bon cutting for their 

new store located at 221 N 21st. Street, on 
Jan. 29.

Another Turn Tack Shop carries items 
for horse owners and equestrians, and as 

they say everything, “for the rider, horse 
and barn.” They carry consignment items 
such as saddles, bridles, horse blankets 
and many other items. 

The ribbon cutting was attended by 
many friends and customers, Purcellville 
Mayor Kwasi Fraser, and Council Mem-
bers Stan Milan, Chris Bertaut, Erin Ray-
ner and Tip Stinnette.

Organizers of the 52nd annual Blue-
mont Fair, to be held Sept. 17 and 18, 
in western Loudoun County, invite 
artists of all ages and abilities to 
submit designs for consideration for 
this year’s unique Poster and T-shirt. 
The theme is Bluemont’s Draft Horse 

Farming Era. 
These “gentle gi-
ants” were widely 

used to do the “heavy lifting” that 
characterized the agrarian life-style 
in Bluemont during the 18th, 19th  

and into the 20th centuries, before 
tractors and other mechanized farm 
equipment replaced them.  

This year’s theme ties into the 
next special exhibit at the Plaster 
Museum of Bluemont Heritage, “Ag-
riculture in Bluemont: 19th Thru 21st 
Century Farms,” which will be open 
to visitors during Fair weekend. 

Artists’ interpretations can be as 
broad or narrow as they choose, but 
keep in mind that the winning de-
sign and colors will need to be suit-

able for replication on Bluemont 
Fair’s distinctive poster (14”x22”), 
T-shirt, and merchandise. The re-
quest is for design only – Fair orga-
nizers will add dates and verbiage 
after the winning design is select-
ed. Artists’ names should be on the 
back of the art.  

Please also include contact in-
formation and a brief biography for 
inclusion in publicity. The selected 
artist’s name will be printed on the 
poster and their work acknowledged 
in Fair publicity.  Multiple entries 
from individual artists permitted. 

Artwork should be mailed to: 
Bluemont Fair Poster Design Com-
petition, P.O. Box 217, Bluemont, 
VA, 20135 and must be received 
by April 20, 2022.   To arrange to 
hand-deliver art, contact chair@
bluemontfair.org, or call 540 554-
2367.  Individuals requesting return 
of their submission should also in-
clude a self-addressed, stamped 
mailing receptacle. 

Another Turn Tack Shop 
celebrates grand re-opening

52nd annual Bluemont 
Fair seeks poster designs

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY

“We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal”
NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • METAL • COPPER

SHINGLES • SLATE • RUBBER • GUTTER

540-687-6747
www.virginiaproroofing.com

NOW SCHEDULING                                            
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• Lawn Care Program 

• Lawn Maintenance Program 
• Mulch, Cleanup and Garden 

L to R: Council Member Erin Rayner, Vice Mayor Chris Bertaut, Council Member Stan Milan, Adair 
Soho, Karen McCarthy, Mayor Kwasi Fraser, and Council Member Tip Stinnette.
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We won’t leave you powerless.

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 30 years experience providing complete service that 
includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 
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Our licensed adult day centers provide:
• A safe, social environment with therapeutic activities
• Respite for caregivers needing support & free time
• Reasonable sliding scale fees

fields – beyond these schedules will neg-
atively impact greenhouse crops and not 
allow the plant to grow appropriately.

Ellmore’s Garden Center, which has 
been in business in Hamilton for 48 years 
and operates greenhouses, is also at risk. 

Our conservation 
easement, one of the 
largest in Loudoun 
County, protects wild-

life.  Bald eagles, hawks, wild turkeys, 
bear, coyotes, deer, snakes, turtles and 
numerous insects, amphibians and mi-
grating birds rely on the natural and sce-
nic condition of our land.

 A 2016 report from The Council on 
Science and Public Health states, “60% of 
animals are nocturnal and are potentially 
adversely affected by exposure to night-
time electrical lighting.”

According to the International Dark-
Sky Association, “Scientific evidence 
suggests that artificial light at night has 
negative and deadly effects on many 
creatures including amphibians, birds, 
mammals, insects and plants.”

For example, artificial light at night dis-
rupts night-time ecology and the breed-
ing rituals of amphibians, such as frogs 
and toads who may fail to reproduce, and 
breeding rituals and migrating patterns 
of birds who use the stars and moon to 

navigate or hunt.  Artificial lights cause 
them to migrate off-cycle and can radi-
cally alter their night-time environment 
by turning night into day.  Bats, too, are 
impacted as artificial lights act as a barri-
er to movement for many species of bats.

Additionally, insects are adversely af-
fected by artificial light at night.  Ecology 
and Evolution (Volume 8, Issue 22, 2018) 
reports that artificial light at night inhib-
its biological processes in nocturnal in-
sects, alters foraging activity and species 
interactions and causes spatial disorien-
tation for some insects such as wasps, 
bees, and fireflies.  

Click beetles and glowworms are es-
pecially vulnerable to artificial illumina-
tion at night and studies have shown that 
ambient light inhibits courtship flashing 
of firefly species, including courtship sig-
naling of both sexes in the North Ameri-
can firefly.  

Finally, there are roughly 80-100 homes 
close to the park that may be directly im-
pacted by the lights.  There are at least 25 
or more residences, including ours, on the 
south side of Rt. 7 within one half mile of 
the ballfields. Six residences are immedi-
ately adjacent to the west or north side of 
the park.  About another 50 residents are 
located in Hamilton Station Estates and 
Hamilton Estates developments.  

To date, we have welcomed and co-ex-
ist harmoniously with the park, in part 

because lights are not permitted, so 
games must end on or before sundown.  
However, if lights up to 70 feet high are 
permitted in Jenkins Park and are allowed 
to remain on until 11 p.m., residents will 
feel as though they are living opposite 
Nationals Park.  

Residents will be negatively impacted 
by sky glow, light glare, light spillage onto 
adjacent properties, accompanying am-
plified noise, and increased traffic until 
late in the night.  

This is not and should never be the 
norm for rural areas of the County.  This 
will negatively impact work habits and 
sleep patterns for all, especially children 
and the elderly.

Once the sun is down, the quiet night 
should belong to residents who live in 
the surrounding area, as is normal and 
customary for rural areas of the County. 
They should not be disturbed by artificial 
light and amplified noise associated with 
athletic fields.   

Note that our conservation easement 
with the Nature Conservancy states that 
outdoor lighting is permitted provided “it 
is placed no more than twenty (20) feet 
high and not more than fifty (50) feet 
away from any improvement located on 
the property ...”  This should give you a 
sense of how much the quiet night sky 
supports the scenic and natural condition 
of our property and neighboring areas.  

Lights that are 70 feet high will signifi-
cantly degrade the normal and custom-
ary, scenic and natural conditions of the 
properties surrounding Scott Jenkins Me-
morial Park.

We ask that the Planning Commission 
and the Board of Supervisors consider 
our reasons for opposing lights on Scott 
Jenkins Memorial Park to help protect the 
health and welfare of residents in West-
ern Loudoun County, nearby farmland 
and conserved land, and not approve of 
SPEX-2021-0025.

Joyce and Henry Harris
Cattail, LC., Hamilton

KEEP IT RURAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

OPINION

FILM FESTIVAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

•	 Closest to the Pin by 
Andrew Broadhurst

•	 Light Leaks by Maddy 
Wade Films

•	 The Women are Not 
Getting Along by Maddy 
Wade Films

•	 Anteaks Roadshow by Phil 
Erickson & Penny Hauffe

To learn more about Frank-
lin Park Arts Center go to  
www.franklinparkartscenter.org.  
Franklin Park Arts Center is 
located at 36441 Blueridge View 
Ln, Purcellville, VA 20132.
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com
www.LoveStoryHomes.com

KC Colwell  •  703-887-0927
KCAllAboutFences@gmail.com

www.AllAboutFences.org
SINCE 1979

Large enough to serve, small enough to care.

WOOD • VINYL • METAL

ALL ABOUT FENCES

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

K I T C H E N S  &  B A T H S

Contractor/DC License
VA-HIC #270516963

CRISTIAN ARIAS  
240-413-5827    240-413-5673

Candbrothers@gmail.com
www.CandBrothers.com

Round Hill

C & brothers
HOME IMPROVEMENT

provide 1,500 parking spaces and has vehicular and pe-
destrian access to Silver Train Street and Croson Lane.

The Board will need to consider two components to im-
plement this program: establishing the parking manage-
ment area and setting the rates for metered parking with-
in the area. Public input is invited throughout the process.

 Community Meeting: Jan. 27

To provide residents in the area and the greater com-
munity with more information about the proposed pro-
gram, Loudoun County will host a virtual community 
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 27, at 6 p.m. The meeting 
will include a detailed presentation and an opportu-
nity for residents to ask questions. For information on 
participating in the community meeting, visit loudoun.
gov/moorefieldstationparking.

 Establishment of Parking Management Area: Feb. 15

  The Board is scheduled to consider the establish-

ment of the On-Street Parking Management Area at its 
business meeting Tuesday, Feb. 15, which begins at 5 
p.m. 

The proposed area, in proximity to the Ashburn 
Metro Station, will consist of a new network of public-
ly maintained streets with approximately 400 current 
on-street parking spaces and is proposed to expand to 
more than 800 on-street spaces. The on-street parking 
program will mitigate the risk of Metrorail riders mo-
nopolizing the on-street parking spaces intended for 
residents and retail patrons,

 If the establishment of the parking management area 
is approved by the Board at its Feb. 15 meeting, residents 
will be able to purchase a parking pass at a cost to be 
determined by the Board that would exempt Moorefield 
Station residents from the metered parking rates. Resi-
dents would not be required to purchase a parking pass; 
they would have the option of using their designated 
private parking spaces instead of on-street parking.

 To view the meeting agenda, read staff reports, and 
to watch the meeting live, visit loudoun.gov/meetings. 

Information on how to provide comment, or to sign up 
to speak during the meeting is online here.

 Public Hearing Regarding Parking Rates: March 9

 To establish hourly rates for on-street metered park-
ing, the Board of Supervisors must amend the coun-
ty’s  parking meter ordinance. The proposed parking 
meter rates at Moorefield Station are $1.25 per hour 
(off-peak hours) and $1.75 per hour (peak hours). The 
daily cost of parking in the Metro garage will be $4.95.

  Members of the public may provide input to the 
Board on the proposed parking rates during a public 
hearing scheduled to begin at 6 p.m., March 9. To view 
the meeting agenda, read staff reports, and to watch 
the meeting live, visit loudoun.gov/meetings. Informa-
tion on how to provide comment, or to sign up to speak 
during the meeting is online here.

For more information about the proposed Moorefield 
Station On-Street Parking Management Area and to 
sign up to receive email and text updates, visit loudoun.
gov/moorefieldstationparking.

ON-STREET PARKING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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GOVERNMENT

of us not to take the time to under-
stand this in detail. I’ve asked ques-
tions that I can’t seem to get an answer 
to tonight: What’s the funding source 
for this project?  And “We have to look 
it up”?  I don’t think we have to look it 
up. I think we all know it’s local mon-
ey. I think that’s a question in and of 
itself. And I think there are things we 
can get answers to in a relatively quick 
period of time. I’d like to make sure 
we get those questions answered in a 
timely fashion … I think we need much 
more information, and if this is the 
place where we’re going to shed light 
on things that maybe we don’t really 
know, I think it’s worth the effort.”

Jane Kirchner, Algonkian District 
ticked off more key questions: “I’d be 
interested in [a report] from the Eco-
nomic Development Department that 
would give us an overview of what the 
overall impact would be on those busi-
nesses. I just heard a mention about 
fair market value for property. There 
are some businesses you just couldn’t 
put anywhere else. I mean Lucketts 
Store—I don’t know how you could 
ever move or replace that.”

She also wants to see a compari-
son of the widening/bypass plan with 
Ian Lockwood’s 2018 traffic calming 
plan: “I’m very familiar with Ian Lock-
wood”—the internationally recog-
nized transportation planner known 
in Loudoun for his award-winning 
work on Rt. 50 from Aldie through Up-
perville—”and it was just fantastic … 
I know what he presented is very dif-

ferent and also looks to me much less 
expensive.”

 “The third thing has to do with the 
2018 traffic modeling analysis done 
by Smart Mobility. I understand that 
[study] raises the issue of induced traf-
fic, and I think that’s a real concern 
with whatever’s done here.”

Kirchner then asked about cost—in 
recent meeting minutes at approxi-
mately $300 million.

A County staff member replied, “I 
think our DTCI [Department of Trans-
portation and Capital Infrastructure] 
colleagues are pulling that number up.”

“Sorry, I thought that would be an 
easy one,” Kirchner said. Waiting for a 
number she never got, Kirchner went 
on to raise questions about funding the 
corridor project. “I’d like to know why 
federal funds are not being pursued, 
especially as we have needs in other 
parts of the County.” 

Eric Combs, Ashburn District, 
brought up his thinking about mak-
ing just safety improvements. “Maybe 
there’s shoulder widening but not two-
to-four lane widening.”

Eventually, Daniel Galindo, lead staff 
for the Planning Commission, respond-
ed to the members, speaking more to 
priorities of process and timelines than 
to those of County’s people and purse.

“Obviously, there’s a lot of concern 
about the decision being asked of you.” 
Galindo began.

“However, I’m a little afraid … the 
Commission can go beyond the scope 
of what was asked for by the Board … 
The Commission still needs to act on 

the Board’s request …
“I do not want to try to limit your 

debate,” Galindo continued. “I’m just 
concerned that we’ve talked about a 
lot of potential work products here. 
That is a lot of time for staff to put into 
something that is answering a question 
that’s not what the Board originally 
asked … Whatever motion you make 
as laid out in the alternatives … is what 
you want to do about the three parts of 
this CPAM. 

“I think that is your baseline deci-
sion,” he advised, “and then if there’s 
additional recommendations you want 
to make, if there are additional ques-
tions you want to have the Board to 
direct staff to look into and answer, I 
think that’s the most appropriate way 
to look at those things so we can fit it 
into the overall work plan, and we can 
bring in anybody else from other de-
partments we might need to do this. 

“The original work plan for this got 
approved by the board,” Galindo point-
ed out, “and we’re behind on it …This 
was supposed to start in June, believe 
it or not. Let’s say we started it in No-
vember when we first brought the 
briefing to you. We’re three months 
into that seven-month window already 
... Given the questions that have come 
up tonight, I find it hard to believe that 
we could try to answer all of these dif-
ferent things and be back even next 
month … for a work session. So, we’re 
prolonging this,” he concluded, “and 
I don’t know that’s necessarily neces-
sary to respond to the Board.”

Chair Forest Hayes broke in, “Okay, 

so Dan, you are not going to be able to 
direct the Commission in this way. The 
Commissioners are going to request the 
information that they think they need 
to make the decisions that they need to 
make. Everyone here has been appoint-
ed, and they can read, and they know 
the decision they have to make. We ap-
preciate your point of view, and in a mo-
ment Mr. Miller [Mark Miller, Catoctin 
District] is going to make a motion, and 
we’re going to vote on it. Okay?

“Yes, sir.”
After more back and forth, the 

Commissioners came to agreement on 
the staff’s homework assignment.

Hayes summed up: “Please don’t 
take all the requests for information 
and questions from this body as be-
ing combative. It’s more an eager and 
sincere desire to know more about the 
process, and I think we all understand 
that it is our charge to render a recom-
mendation related to an amendment 
to the Comprehensive Plan. I, for one, 
take amendments to the Comprehen-
sive Plan very seriously.”

The Commission’s vote, Hayes be-
lieves, could have consequences far be-
yond the current CPAM decision. “Not 
to ask as many questions as I need to 
and understand every factor would be 
irresponsible. I have never knowing-
ly been irresponsible since I’ve been a 
Commissioner and won’t start today.”

With that, the Commissioners re-
viewed the staff’s checklist. The team 
has a month, maybe more, to fill in a lot 
of blanks. It might be time to burn the 
midnight oil.

RT. 15, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

center on the property with 
383,000 square feet of light indus-
trial on 22 lots ranging from 1.61 
to 7.83 acres per lot, with a 50-ft. 
buffer around the property. Daily 

trips would run 
from approx-
imately 1,500 

to 3,800. The property is currently 
zoned for residential housing—one 
house per three acres, or around 39 
single-family homes. 

Attendees said that the Coun-
ty zoning of three houses per acre 
would be a better fit for the area.  

Purcellville resident Lydia Clark said 
the proposed 50 ft. buffer “doesn’t cut 
it.” She reminded Kuhn that his ear-
lier proposal to the Purcellville Town 
Council had the same proposed buffer 
of 50 ft., and the public said it was not 
large enough back then. She pointed out 
that the current proposal showed no in-
crease in the buffer from the last presen-
tation.

Magic Kayhan, who owns the 13-acre 

Chuck Kuhn, owner of Purcellville 
Road, LLC (formerly known as Warner 
Brook) the 118.81-acre property.

KUHN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

parcel on the southern corner, which used 
to be part of the property, said he wants 
“Purcellville to stay the way it is.” Kayhan 
is thinking of turning the property’s stone 
house, large barn, and other buildings 

into an events center/corporate retreat, a 
beer and wine garden, and an ice cream 
parlor for the children. 

Several attendees said they didn’t move 
to Purcellville to be in Ashburn. They also 

are worried about the dangers in-
creased traffic would bring to the 
area. The Mayfair development cur-
rently has 75 school-aged children.

Kuhn explained that the econom-
ics don’t lend to putting the prop-
erty into conservation easement  as 
he has done with thousands of oth-
er acres in rural Loudoun County. 
“It’s a multi-million-dollar prop-
erty … progress must take place,” 
said Kuhn. He pointed out that the 
proposed annexation would create 
jobs and would “give the town a tax 
base.”

Kuhn explained that the pro-
posed plan will change based on the 
citizen comment he heard from the 
attendees. He added that he has left 
some land for a skate park.

The meeting, hosted by Michael 
Romeo, senior land use planner with 
Walsh, Colucci, Lubley, and Walsh, P.C., 
was held at Library Study Center at Patrick 
Henry College located at 10 Patrick Henry 
Circle in Purcellville, on Wednesday, Jan. 
26, at 6 p.m.
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A1 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES, LLC
www.LuckettsLandscaping.com

Reyes Henriquez  
571-490-1879  

A1Chilly@aol.com

Patios
Pavers

Walkways
Stone Work

Retaining Walls

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Lisa Jalufka, Realtor

703-887-8506 mobile 
703-858-2770 office

Lisa.Jalufka@C21NM.com

ONE LOUDOUN OFFICE 
20405 Exchange St., # 221

Ashburn, VA 20147

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and DC

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

P A T I O S  A N D  D E C K S

Contractor/DC License
VA-HIC #270516963

CRISTIAN ARIAS  
240-413-5827    240-413-5673

Candbrothers@gmail.com
www.CandBrothers.com
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Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
(O) 540-338-1350
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

Affordable Sheds & Garden Products LLC
Wooden & Vinyl Storage Sheds

Run-In & Shed Row Barns
Modular Barns ~ Pole Barns

Coops ~ Garages ~ Playhouses
Gazebos ~ Kennels ~ Lawn Furniture

On-Site Installations
Custom Sizes & Kits Available
www.affordablesheds.us

Karen & Keith
Laren & Jacob Lawson

540-822-4524

11750 Berlin Turnpike
Lovettsville, VA 20180

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• DRIVEWAYS  • EXPOSED AGGREGATE

• PATIOS  • FOOTINGS  • SLABS
• STAMPED CONCRETE  • SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates •  PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 • Cell: 703-795-5621

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Advertise your 
business card.
Email us for more info at 

advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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the County. Their historian-narrated 
tours of African American communi-
ties became so popular the team pro-
ducing them had to double the number 
of excursions. The tours have been on 
hold since COVID. 

Overall, BHC’s books, programs, and 
ongoing activities reveal the landscape 
of Loudoun that reflects the industry 
and achievement of African Americans 
in the post-emancipation years when, 
in the words of an African American 
folk saying, they found “a way out of no 
way.” 

Perhaps the most vital way was 
through the supportive communities 
they formed. BHC’s publications such 
as Loudoun’s African American Com-
munities: A Tour Map and Guide takes 
you into the villages and lives of the 
people in Howardsville, Irene, Mount 
Pleasant (Scattersville), Conklin, Guin-
ea Bridge, and Willisville, recently en-
rolled in the National Register of His-
toric Places. 

The Village of St. Louis, in south-
western Loudoun, is a priority focus for 
the Black History Committee right now. 
As the County Planning and Zoning 
staff, under the direction of the Board 
of Supervisors, moves forward with a 
master plan that will address village 
infrastructure, including water quality 
and availability, the BHC will be partici-
pating in the County task force dedicat-
ed to the village’s future and long-term 
preservation plans. 

Teachers and historians will find 
the BHC’s “Glimpse into the African 
American History of Loudoun Coun-
ty” (balchhistory.org/glimpse) one of 
the most useful sources in Virginia. An 
extraordinary compendium of primary 

documents and excerpts from second-
ary sources, it is organized by eight es-
sential understandings and supporting 
documents related to Virginia stan-
dards of learning. 

“Runaway Slave Ads” from the “Ge-
nius of Liberty,” a four-page weekly 
published in Leesburg, from 1817-1843, 
are also available in the BHC section of 
the Friends’ website. Assembled by au-
thor-historian Bronwen C. Sounders of 
Waterford, the collection includes more 
than 200 advertisements, approximate-
ly 50—or more than a quarter—repre-
senting individuals jailed in Leesburg. 
The remaining 150 plus advertisements 
were placed by the owner or renter and 
gave varying amounts of information—
personal and general. Many ads request 
that they be reproduced in one or more 
of 31 regional newspapers in Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Washing-
ton, D.C. On the list, you can click on 
“Date of Ad” and view the actual ad as 

printed. Of the 217 total individuals 
listed, one third (73) had a first and last 
name; 144 had just a first name. 

At the close of her introduction, 
Souders wrote, “The author hopes 
that researchers in other counties and 
states will find name and place links 
that will enable a broader picture to 
be formed of the flights to freedom by 
these brave individuals”

Her wishes are being fulfilled. In 
2017, a fledgling digital humanities 
project associated with Michigan State 
University received funding from The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation With 
these contributions, Enslaved.org is 
building a linked open data platform 
that makes available thousands of re-
cords of people, events, places, and 
sources that span slavery in North and 
South America, Africa, and Western Eu-
rope, from the 15th century to the final 
slave emancipation in Brazil, in 1888.

Not surprisingly, the Black Histo-
ry Committee has stepped up to play 
a part. The BHC is the recipient of a 
grant from the Enslaved.org project; 
the group is scheduled to work with the 
support staff in 2022 and upload an im-
portant dataset, “The Enslaved Com-
munity of President James Monroe.” 

If you, a friend, or colleague would 
like to lend a hand in preserving, col-
lecting, promoting, and sharing the his-
tory of African Americans in Loudoun 
County, why not attend a Black History 
Committee meeting at Thomas Balch 
Library? The group meets on the first 
Saturday of every month at 10 a.m.; the 
public is always welcome. 

For more information visit www.
balchfriends.org or call 540-579-
2825. There’s still plenty of work to 
be done.

who played business mogul Danny Ma-
guire. Miscio embodied the tough, de-
termined businessman with ease. It was 
delightful to see Danny’s soft spot for the 
arts come out gradually throughout the 
show.

No matter who was on stage, or what 
song it happened to be, the ensemble 
was consistently in character, which is 
advanced for a high school production. 
The other Muse sisters, played by Mariah 
Waters, Julia Freeman, Karishma Ruhnke, 
and Maggie Cantwell stole the spotlight 
with their alluring dance moves and ra-
diant ribbon twirling. 

Zeus and Hera, played by Sam Coo-
per and Sneha Khandavalli respectively, 
were entertaining in both witticism and 
vocals. Hayley Sutton played two of the 
most memorable characters in the show. 
As Young Danny, in a flashback scene, 
Sutton’s tap-dancing skills were unreal 
in rhythm and balance. As Hermes, the 
one-liners were fantastic.

The technical aspect of the production 
was simply astounding. The Greek-influ-
enced, two-level set designed by Dan-
ny Fortuno caught the eye the moment 
the audience walked in. The lighting, 
designed by Jack Capobianco, added to 
the atmosphere of the show in the most 
stunning way possible. 

The student choreographers, Maggie 
Cantwell and Elle Hardesty, brought the 
show to life with mystical and pop-style 
movements. The costumes, hair, and 
makeup were flawless, designed by Mad-
dy Springer, and the school’s Theatre 
Costume & Make-Up Class. Each design 
fit the characters in just the right way.

Xanadu at Rock Ridge High School was 
a breathtaking show full of unforgettable 
performances, marvelous design, and a 
whole lot of fun.

necklaces, heart-shaped tea bags, heart-
to-heart retractable charging cords, and 
heart-shaped mini waffle maker ma-
chines. 

Here we are: The legendary martyr-
dom of a Catholic priest has become a 
marketing vehicle for waffle makers. 

Valentine was a Catholic priest—or 
possibly a combination of two—who 
lived in Rome in the 3rd century at a 
time many Romans were converting to 
Christianity. Emperor Claudius II, how-

ever, was a pagan and created strict laws 
about what Christians were allowed to 
do. Roman soldiers, for example, were 
to be devoted to Rome and therefore 
not marry. Valentine began to officiate 
at Christian marriage ceremonies in se-
cret, which is how he earned his reputa-
tion as a love maker.

Eventually, he was jailed for his crimes 
and, while imprisoned, he reportedly 
cured his jailor’s blind daughter. It’s said 
that his final act before being executed 
was to write her a love message signed 

“from your Valentine.” Valentine was 
executed on February 14 in 269 A.D.

More than 200 years later, when Pope 
Gelasius I’s abolished a pagan fertility 
festival, that date was proclaimed St. 
Valentine’s Day. By the Middle Ages, 
poet Chaucer was linking St. Valentine 
with love; Shakespeare expanded on 
the connection in his plays and sonnets. 
Little surprise, then, that purveyors of 
chocolates, greeting cards, and flowers 
would eventually seal the deal with a 
kiss…and leave the child born on Valen-

tine’s Day with a box of candies instead 
of a blazing cake. 

But wait! Maybe he or she wouldn’t 
turn down a Red Velvet Heart Cake from 
Food Network star Duff Goldman?

Scratch that and make their day: Go 
for the four-layer golden butter vanilla 
cake with purple buttercream filling and 
iced in white buttercream frosting and 
decorated with purple buttercream dots 
and black jimmies and, on top in sugar 
paper, the inscription “Happy Birthday!”

CAPPIES REVIEW, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

VALENTINE’S DAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

maybe I could see more than about 50 
feet through the thick woods. Which 
it did; the gravel road – after some 
turning and twisting on the descent) 
became something approaching a hor-
izontal surface, and I found myself 
driving along what could be described 

as bottomland – at least compared 
with the ridge I’d recently visited. 

And then I came upon the intersec-
tion with Taylorstown Road (and of 
course, that’s another story – that of 
the Downey Mill Ruins) and my adven-
ture with Furnace Mountain was over 
– for that morning. 

And what of the furnaces? Well, I re-
call reading about the name stemming 
from some historic iron ovens at the 
base of the peak – apparently dating 
back to the 18th century; my scant re-
cords tell me that the early construc-
tion of our nations’ capital used metals 
extracted from iron ore, which in turn 

came from none other than the hero 
of today’s story – good, old Furnace 
Mountain. I’m sure there’s more to the 
tale, and I never did see those mythical 
furnaces themselves, but that leaves 
further adventures for another day. 
Always good to leave them wanting 
more...

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

BLACK HISTORY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Advertise with us
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

Licensed  Insured  References  Free Estimates

Custom Painters, LLC
Interior/Exterior
Residential/
Commercial
Faux Finishes
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Serving Northern VA
Loudoun County area since 1983

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

A+RATING

Interior/Exterior
Residential
Pressure Washing
Carpentry Repairs
Drywall Repairs

Joel Welter
Owner

540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun 
County area since 1983

Winter Discount

Interior Work
10% Off

703-771-1110

North’s Custom Masonry

Free Estimates – Licensed & Insured – Angie’s List Member  – Member BBB 

Call Brian at 540-533-8092

Concrete and 
Paver Driveways

Patios

Retaining and 
Decorative Walls, 

Stonework

Fire Pits, Fireplaces,  
Chimneys, Columns

Repointing Brick

Walkways

540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

571.242.0025540.687.8850 703.327.4050
landscapeassoc@aol.com

www.landscapeassociatesinc.net
• Landscape Architectural Design 

• Planting & Gardens
• Masonry 

• Outdoor Structures 
• Water Features/Pools

• Horticultural Maintenance 
• Drainage & Water Management

• Outdoor Lighting 
• Large Caliper Tree Transplanting

 • Special Events

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

703-718-6789
Veterans LLC  

Lovettsville, VA
Major@VeteransLLC.US

FORESTRY, MULCHING,
 LAND AND BRUSH CLEARING

Residential and Commercial

Veteran Owned & Operated VA, MD, WVwww.VeteransLLC.us

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

 

 

D
av

is Handyman C
o

Steve Davis

ESTD 2007

Painting and Home Repairs  703.967.8780
davishandymanco.com

February 2022 	 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM	 25



alongside other pressing economic is-
sues. “Virginians are struggling with 
the high cost of living, in a common-
wealth with skyrocketing housing 
costs, rising fuel prices, and the silent 
wage theft of inflation,” he said. 

“There are economic fundamentals 
we don’t control in Virginia. But there 
is one vital thing we can do to help Vir-
ginians, and that is remove some of the 
tax burden.” Speaking to bipartisan ef-
forts to address this, Youngkin added, 
“Together, we will give Virginians real 
relief.”

The governor turned next to the top-
ic of lawlessness, and called for Virgin-
ians to stand with law enforcement 
agencies and support open dialogue 
around discussions of policing. “We’re 
in a fractious era and no group of indi-
viduals is under greater scrutiny today 
than our law enforcement,” he said. 
“I’m asking you to fund our police to 
protect our communities.”

Referring to his decision to fire the 
entire parole board on Jan. 15, Youn-
gkin continued, “When it comes to 
lawlessness, I want to be crystal clear. 
If we won’t tolerate it in communi-
ties across the commonwealth then 
we certainly won’t tolerate it within a 

state agency.” 
“We will not accept selective vio-

lations of our constitutional rights,” 
he stated. “We don’t get to pick and 
choose the parts of the Constitution 
we want to preserve and protect. In 
order for our government to work for 
the people, we must also reform the 
institutions of government that fail to 
serve the people.”

Youngkin reiterated this point to-
ward the end of his address. “Let me 
state our goal. Let’s work together in 
partnership. To build a government 
as virtuous as our people. One that 
serves.”

In closing, the governor highlighted 
two such people – Natasha Barijon, a 
first generation immigrant and mil-
itary veteran, and the Commanding 
Officer of SEAL Team 8, Brian Bour-
geois, who gave his life for freedom. 
Youngkin asked the Joint Assembly to 
recognize their service and sacrifice 
before giving one final request. 

“Those of us who live in the freedom 
they so valiantly protect must live lives 
worthy of their sacrifice,” he said. “Set 
aside petty divisions. Set aside ego and 
self-advancement. And join together 
to make this Virginia we love better, 
stronger, freer.”

The Blue Ridge Leader is pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s and HUD’s Equal Opportunity Housing Policies. Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law makes it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status and handicap. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate that violates 
the Fair Housing Law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in the paper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. For more information about Virginia’s 
Fair Housing Law, or to file a Fair Housing complaint, call the 
Virginia Fair Housing Office at 804.376.8530; 
toll-free 888.551.3247; for the hearing impaired: 
804.527.4290; email – fair housing@dpor.virginia.
gov; web: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org.

group that promotes commercializa-
tion in western Loudoun. Its motto 
seems to be more-more-more, and 
if some promoter wanted to build an 
enormous amusement park in western 
Loudoun, Visit Loudoun would proba-
bly be completely on board. Its goal is 
to bring tourists into Loudoun, ideally 
for overnight stays. 

It has a major in-
centive to bring in 
as many tourists as 

possible. Visit Loudoun is funded by 
getting 37.5 percent of the transient 
occupancy tax paid by tourists, some 
million bucks or so annually. (It pays 
its staff very well.) Is Visit Loudoun 
motivated to put “more heads in 
beds” and increase its income, rather 
than balancing tourism with what res-
idents want the west to be?  

Visit Loudoun operates as a “Desti-
nation Marketing Organization” and 
does exactly what that title implies. It 
markets Loudoun in all sorts of ways, 
and much of that marketing focuses 
on the charms of western Loudoun. (I 
feel used.)

What we really need is a “Desti-
nation Management Organization.” 
Visit Loudoun publicly asserts that 
it deserves that label, but its actions 
belie that claim. A true Destination 
Management Organization is an en-
tity with a balanced approach. Bring 
in some visitors, but not hordes. Take 
neutral positions on planned projects 

and let their fate be decided by cit-
izens’ will. Work with conservation 
groups to align tourism in Loudoun 
with our rural ambience. Work with 
our towns to help meet their desires 
for tax-paying commercial growth in-
side town limits.

With the Destination Management 
approach, the client is the community, 
not the tourism industry. To succeed 
it must be collaborative and integrat-
ed. Sedona, the Columbia Gorge and 
Breckinridge have adopted this type 
of DMO approach, as did Barcelona 
when it faced a tsunami of tourists 
that unsettled that city.

Realpolitik II

A first step would be for the county 
to give Visit Loudoun a fixed amount 
of money each year, instead of the 37.5 
percent of the occupancy tax, thus re-
moving its incentive to push for more 
and more tourism uber alles. Will this 
happen? I doubt it. (I am fatalistic.)

Our future all boils down to the col-
lective wisdom of nine people – our 
Supervisors. They do a good job, but 
I know they get whipsawed by people 
with commercial agendae. Let’s just 
make sure that conservationists do 
their own share of whipsawing.

Charles Houston developed more 
than six million square feet of office 
buildings throughout the South for 
an Atlanta-based firm. He lives in 
Paeonian Springs.

OPINION

YOUNGKIN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

field north of the existing Town Of-
fice. The land for the new town hall 
was donated by Sheila Johnson. 

The Town will also hold a Public 
Information Session on the Town 

Hall project in the coming weeks for 
the public.

Questions can be directed to 
Rhonda North, project lead, or Dan-
ny Davis, town manager, at 540-687-
5152.

MIDDLEBURG, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

career, I have been absolutely relent-
less,” he writes. The lessons he learned 
while building the wall stayed with him. 
“And the secret to my success is as bor-
ing as it is unsurprising: You show up 
and you lay another brick,” Smith writes. 

Will Smith has laid a lot of bricks. His 
career success is astounding, especially 
considering the obstacles he faced along 
the way. He had a troubled childhood, 
watching his father mercilessly abuse 
his mother. He built a successful music 
career as a young adult yet didn’t know 
that he had to pay taxes on his earnings, 
which created financial difficulties as 
he entered his twenties. As an unexpe-
rienced actor, Smith obtained a role on 

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air through an 
impromptu audition in Quincy Jones’ 
living room (one of the most entertain-
ing stories in the book). No matter what 
Smith faced, he kept going, until his 
metaphorical brick laying paid off. 

But his success came at a cost. His 
first marriage to Sheree broke down. 
His success (and all that came with it) 
caused turbulence in his second mar-
riage to Jada Pinkett Smith. His relation-
ships with his children suffered as they 
struggled to deliver under the weight of 
Smith’s expectations. “I was at the top of 
the mountain …Yet, everybody around 
me was miserable,” he writes. 

His success also did nothing to heal 
the deep childhood scars he carried with 

him. “My father was my hero,” he writes. 
Yet his father also hit Smith’s mother 
throughout his childhood. Smith blames 
himself for not doing more to protect 
his mother. He held himself responsible 
for failing to intervene in the abuse his 
mother endured. “I’ve always thought of 
myself as a coward,” he writes. He argues 
this sense of cowardice has fueled him 
to achieve, all in an effort “to hide the 
coward.” 

The latter half of the book contains 
Smith’s journey to discover himself. Who 
he was, and who does he want to be? 
Smith’s journey holds important lessons 
for us all and is an important remind-
er that wealth, fame, and success are no 
substitutes for the hard work it takes to 

achieve healing from our past.   
Yet, Smith’s trauma in some ways 

served him: it pushed him to succeed. It 
is clear that Will Smith could be thrown 
into almost any career and would still 
find a way to rise to the top. He credits 
his father in part for his drive. “Well, my 
father gave me my name, he gave me 
his name, and he gave me my greatest 
advantage in life: my ability to weather 
adversity. He gave me will.” A will that, 
for better or for worse, has helped Smith 
rise to seemingly unimaginable heights. 

Samuel Moore-Sobel is the author of Can 
You See My Scars? His book is available 
on Amazon. To read more of his work, 
visit www.samuelmoore-sobel.com.

MOORE-SOBEL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Tortilla, or tortilla press. 
La Prensa represents everything Lo-

bato learned from his grandmother and 
mother. The tortillas are made from 
scratch as well as their sauces like sal-
sa verde and salsa arriera. Most of the 
dishes are garnished with yummy pick-
led vegetables. The enchiladas come 
with three choices: chicken, beef, or 

poblano corn with verde, roja, or mole 
sauce and, of course, pickled vegetables. 

The restaurant serves a mix of Mex-
ican and Spanish tapas. Three years 
ago, Chef Tiptur traveled to Spain to 
research restaurants and their tapas. He 
returned with his signature offerings—
an octopus dish called Pulpo, with salsa 
Basquaise or their patatas Bravas, fried 
pee wee potatoes with brava sauce, gar-

lic aioli, and manchego cheese.
“I still consult with my mother for 

good, creative recipes,” says Lobato. “I 
thank my mother and Chef Santosh Tip-
tur for teaching me their love of food.”

La Prensa is open daily from 11 a. m. 
to 9 p.m., and is located at 21305 Wind-
mill Parc Drive, Sterling, VA 20165, tele-
phone (703) 421-4950 (laprensarestau-
rant.com).

HOT OFF THE PRESS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
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SPRING CLEANUP PACKAGESPRING CLEANUP PACKAGE    
Includes pulling weeds plus 
structural pruning
 
LANDSCAPE CLEANUPLANDSCAPE CLEANUP    
One-time cleanup includes bed 
preparation, plant installation, 
mulching, and pruning

Call today to get your landscape 
ready for the season ahead.

Prepare for 
the season

Call us today 
for a FREE 

consultation:
540.338.7190
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Marci Huber
Realtor®
Phone: 803-920-0213
marci.huber@outlook.com

We need horse property listings!

Last year we sold several horse properties and demand is
even higher! If you are thinking about selling your horse
property in 2022 please call us!

Under Contract with Multiple Offers!
17042 Highland Cir, Paeonian Springs Listed for $850,000

Another Powers Homes Custom Home Sold!
Under Contract- Lovettsville- Listed for $924,900

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®
Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Another Turn Tack is now located at 221 N 21st Street,
Purcellville, VA! Beautiful new store filled with all your
equestrian needs!

Congratulations on their new location!

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketteam

On The Market Properties  |  Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132  | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

Curt Schaber
Realtor®
Phone: 703-338-7300
schabercurt@yahoo.com

Please call 703-408-4261. View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

Grand Re-Opening!


