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Rendering of Philomont Firehouse renovation.

Philomont Firehouse:

Renovate or Build Brand New?

BY LAURA LONGLEY

It happens all the time:
Someone decides they want
to “improve” a place in west-
ern Loudoun—pave a scenic
gravel road, turn a rural park
into a lighted sportsplex,
build a massive new house
across from an 18" century
Quaker meetinghouse. No
sooner are these projects
approved with a 5-4 vote of
the Board of Supervisors than
a small but significant part of
our sense of place disappears
forever.

GET MORE.

That’s what could happen
in the 19% century village of
Philomont, which sits at the
crossroads of Jeb Stuart Road
(renamed Philomont Road),
and Snickersville Turnpike, a
beautiful winding road from
Aldie to Bluemont that Visit
Loudoun calls one of the
greatest drives in Loudoun.

At that crossroads, resi-
dents and visitors alike will
drop in at the 1913 Philo-
mont General Store to post a
letter or pick up local farm-
ers’ produce. Next door is

JOHN CONSTANT

the Philomont Volunteer Fire
Department, which years ago
counted 60 volunteer fire-
fighters in its ranks. Today,
only seven volunteers remain,
tasked with maintaining the
station while career—paid—
firefighters from the Loudoun
County Fire & Rescue System
now serve there.

Organized in 1955 after
several blazes broke out
around Philomont, a group of
residents realized the com-
munity needed a fire com-
pany and raised the funds

JUST S50LD

ESEDCIAT.EJ BROKER |
703.585.6278

to construct a two-bay fire
station, and they donated
$18,500 for a fire truck.

From 1956 to 1961, they
held a horse show on Bob
Griffith’s farm off Colchester
Road. But as luck would have
it, in 1962 a seven-acre field
in the village of Philomont
became available for the
horse shows.

So, with money raised by
the Ladies’ Auxiliary, the fire
department bought that land
from Frank and Mary Pierce
for $6,000. Ever after, it’s
been called the “Horse Show
Grounds,” the place where the
community congregated for
baseball games, barbecues,
turkey shoots, and the annual
spring horse show that kept

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Canby Road to
remain unpaved
after community

feedback

BY TABITHA REEVES

Canby Road, home to rural neigh-
borhoods and passionate Leesburg
residents, was up for discussion on
whether or not a 300-foot portion of
the road should be paved, resulting
in three community meetings, many
email chains and a well-attended
Board of Supervisors public hearing on
July 12.

After pushback against paving,
Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

Purcellville special

election interviews
See page 10
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IT'S LIFE
CHANGING

Finally! A local Doctor is helping cancer
survivors live lives free from the constant
pain and suffering associated with
Peripheral Neuropathy!

SEPTEMBER 2023

Irreversible is not a word you want
to hear from your Doctor but it's a
common one if you've been
diagnosed with Chemotherapy-
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy
or CIPN.

John T. of Leesburg survived
testicular cancer only to be living
life in constant pain. He felt as
though he were walking on pins
and needles, becoming weaker
and weaker every day. “l was
beginning to be worried that one
day | would be wheelchair-bound.”

Nearly half of the patients
who undergo chemotherapy
will develop Chemotherapy-

Induced Peripheral
Neuropathy or CIPN.

Chemotherapy meds travel
throughout the body and attack
cancer cells; sadly they can also
cause severe damage to healthy
nerves. CIPN can begin within
weeks of starting treatment and
can worsen as treatment continues.
A high number of really unfortunate
people will be forced to endure the
symptoms associated with CIPN

for months, or even years after
they've completed chemo.

When asked how CIPN was
affecting his quality of life, he
responded, “It was difficult to
even walk up and down stairs
and do other things we usually
take for granted.”

The most common
symptoms include:

« pain, tingling, burning,
weakness, or numbness in
arms, hands, legs, or feet

« sudden, sharp, stabbing, or
shocking pain sensations

« loss of touch sensation

« clumsiness and trouble using
hands to pick up objects or
fasten clothing

« loss of balance and falling

For some, their nerves will recover
over time. For most, the nerve
damage is ‘irreversible.” John had
been told just that by a series of
Doctors and specialists. Essentially
they could cure his cancer but
couldn’t fix the damage done by
the drugs used to cure his cancer.

Then John made a call to Rachal Lohr
of FIREFLY |Acupuncture & Wellness

right here in Ashburn. Rachal and
her team are using the time tested
science of Acupuncture and
technology originally developed

by NASA that assists in increasing
blood flow and expediting recovery
and healing to treat this debilitating
disease.

After a series of treatments John
was taking stairs with stride!

“"We have a beach house and it's up
stairs. This morning | walked right
down the stairs and got in the car,”
John shared.

“I remember thinking ‘that’s
become mighty easy for me',
I didn’t have to hold on to
the handrail or anything!
It's life-changing to have
this mobility back!”

Again and again, we meet with
patients who were once diagnosed
as "untreatable” or “incurable” but
after receiving Rachal Lohr’s
treatments are now living lives free
from pain and suffering. For over

16 years she has been reversing the
effects of CIPN and other varieties of
Peripheral Neuropathy, including
that is caused by diabetes without
invasive surgeries and medications
that come with uncomfortable side
effects.

If you’ve recently beat cancer only
to find that you're living a life in
constant pain and discomfort or
you're struggling with the same
symptoms as a result of either
Idiopathic Neuropathy or Diabetic
Peripheral Neuropathy, Rachal

and the incredible team at FIREFLY
can help!

Rachal Lohr is now accepting new
patients but only for a limited time.
In an effort to protect her patients,
both current and future, she has
made the difficult decision to limit
the number of patients seen in her
clinic.

Only 10 new neuropathy patients
will be accepted monthly so call
(703)263-2142 now to schedule
a consultation.

Visit FIREFLYAcuAndWellness.com to learn more and

to take advantage of their New Patient Offer!

Advertisement
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20th Anniversary of the
Purcellville Tag Sale — Saturday
Oct. 7 Rain or Shine

Save the date — it’s that time of year
again for the Purcellville Tag Sale. On
Saturday, Oct.7 join the community for a
day of fun, shopping, and deals. Oh, and
treasures, too. Sign-up will end Monday,
Oct. 2.

The Purcellville Tag sale is perfect for
the hunter, collector, picker, and hoarder
in us all. The event starts bright and
early at 8 a.m. and goes to 6 p.m. — rain
or shine. “We have people selling vintage
clothing, antiques, candles, household
items, handmade jewelry, collectibles,
and the list goes on,” said Redd. “There is

truly something for everyone.”

All vendors wanted. Go to Purcellville-
VaTagSale.com to sign up.

The Purcellville Tag Sale is organized
and sponsored by Silas Redd, owner of
Nostalgia Boutique located at 142 E.
Main Street in Purcellville. Said Redd,
“I am happy to be doing the Purcellville
Tag Sale again this year. It is our 20"
Anniversary. It’s a great opportunity for
the Town of Purcellville community to
showcase the variety of businesses. It’s
also great for our neighbors to come

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

Eagle Scout
Troop 961
completes
project at BRMS

The journey towards becoming an
Eagle Scout is marked by a dedication
to leadership, community service, and
personal growth. In a remarkable dis-
play of these qualities, Owen Ayotte, a
dedicated young scout from Troop 961,
took it upon himself to enhance the
aesthetics and functionality of his for-
mer middle school, Blue
Ridge Middle School by
coordinating his troop,
family and friends to
sand and paint the picnic
tables that serve as the
school’s outdoor seating %
area. This initiative not
only demonstrated his
commitment to serving ¥
his community but also
left a lasting impact that
will help BRMS students
enjoy their school expe-
rience every day at lunch.

“I was looking for a meaningful Eagle
Scout project that would benefit the
community, when Mrs. Stetter, the
school nurse at Blue Ridge and a Com-
mittee member of Troop 961 brought
this project to my attention. Then my
mom, the German teacher, put me in
contact with Mr. Bell and it seemed like
a good fit,” Ayotte said.

Ayotte worked with Brion Bell, Princi-
pal of Blue Ridge Middle School, at the
beginning of the summer to start the
plan. The project was to sand and paint
the picnic tables at Blue Ridge Middle
School to restore and enhance their

appearance with school colors, in order
to prolong their longevity in the out-
doors for students, staff and community
of BRMS.

Said Ayotte, “I reached out to mul-
tiple stores requesting donations of
materials, supplies and tools to help out
with the project. Jake Anderson of Sher-
win-Williams donated all of the paint
required, around $700 worth. Home
Depot gave $50 worth of other materials
needed. Domino’s donated $40 in pizza
and Vocelli’s donated $70 worth of pizza
to feed the hungry troop. The sanders
we used were lent to us by friends and
family. “Owen Ayotte, James Cook, Sean
Cook, Moses Zhang, all members of
Troop 961 of Hillsboro, along with the

Ayotte family and friends, helped with
each phase of the process as a collabora-
tive community effort.

“This project means a lot to me
because I know it will be used and
enjoyed by many students for years to
come,” said Ayotte. “These tables pro-
vide a space to be able to spend time
with friends outside, whether sharing
a meal, playing a game or just having a
place to sit and talk.”

Principal Bell said, “I truly appreci-
ate the hard work of Owen and all his
supporting scouts and friends in this
endeavor. The project preserves and
beautifies our picnic tables.”

Are you paying too

much for Propane?

Call Hunt Country
Propane today!
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We believe all customers should be paying the same

low price for propane.
No games. No hidden charges.

Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.

A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more!

We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Hunt Country
ropane

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608

or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com
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Just like nothing (else) on earth: Mervin Jackson Park

BY TIM JON

I knew nothing of the late Mervin
Jackson of Leesburg, Virginia, when I
first moved to town; having said that, I
wouldn’t have been surprised (even back
then) at his existence. I remember first
hearing a description of
his character by a trusted
friend (this being on
the eve of Jackson being
appointed to the Town
Council back in 1999).
Mervin was depicted (and
turned out to be true to form) in terms of
the classic gentleman: cultured, respect-
ful, knowledgeable, soft-spoken, patient,
and of very strong character.

He would serve on Council for some
five years, including a two-year stretch
as Vice Mayor; my job—back in those
golden days—allowed (or forced) me
to get to know all the panel members
fairly well, as I attended some two dozen
official meetings on an annual basis,
as well as bumping into them (some-
times literally) at various local events:

TIM JON

groundbreakings, ribbon-cuttings, press
conferences, and other civic gatherings.
Then, there were the Loudoun Super-
visors: the County Board—but that’s
another story—or several.

Now, the Council Chambers at the
Leesburg Town Hall are relatively small:
the curved, raised dais in front for the
Members and Clerk, a podium with
microphone, and some half-dozen rows
of seating for the general public.

During the rare controversial issue,
the space was packed to standing room
only; on most occasions, it was mostly
limited to official applicants on local
building projects (and their legal coun-
sel), the various town government staff
on hand to weigh in on specific items, a
handful of concerned citizens, and the
oddballs in the crowd—the local media
representatives, of which I numbered
one of a select few.

With meetings lasting as long as three
to four hours at a crack, that meant
spending quite a bit of time with those
people in that—more or less—intimate

space. I got to know their moods, likes
and dislikes, names of their family mem-
bers, where they went on vacations, edu-
cational and professional histories, and
things as personal as childhood hobbies

and pastimes. With very few exceptions,
that room came to feel almost like a
large family gathering room to me.

Now, let’s reintroduce Mervin Jackson;
every time he would enter the room, the
atmosphere changed a little bit: you
felt good, resting assured that all was
in relative order and things would be

taken care of. He just had that air: never
hurried, never rushing anyone else, he
would patiently listen to all voices on a
particular issue and offer his opinions
and votes without bickering or belittling
anyone else.

In my experience with government—
even at this local level—that can be a
rare trait. This type of behavior may
not grab headlines or command many
sound bites, but it sticks in the mem-
ory and resonates on the heart’s sound-
ing-board—at least to mine.

Now, Mervin Jackson wasn’t the only
Council Member exhibiting exemplary
character—far from it; the thing is, this
is his story, and I enjoyed (and felt privi-
leged) being in his company.

And I think it’s time, at this point in
the tale, we travel even further back in
time. I’d initially stumbled upon the
outdoor location now known as Mervin
Jackson Park in Leesburg the very first
day I moved into town—well over a
quarter century prior to this writing; I

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

Finding a new purpose to cope with Empty Nest Syndrome

By Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D.

Transitioning into the “empty nest” phase of life as
parents is a significant rite of passage. As your children
leave home (often for college), a whirlwind of emotions
can ensue. The empty space where there was once laugh-
ter, chatter, and occasional teenage drama in the home is
suddenly filled with silence.

That’s a lot for many parents
to handle, and it’s normal to feel
sadness, loss, and even anxiety
about this new chapter. However,
it’s essential to remember that h
this unavoidable phase of life
also offers parents opportunities for personal growth and
rediscovery.

What is Empty Nest Syndrome and what isn’t it? Empty
Nest Syndrome refers to feelings of sadness or loneliness
that parents may feel when their children depart from
home. It’s important to note though that the phenome-
non is not a clinical diagnosis, but rather a shared emo-
tional experience. The assorted emotions and conflicts
parents experience occur for a variety of reasons.

For instance, for years, parents define much of their
lives around their children’s needs. With this constant
role now changed, the silence can be daunting, which can

.

OTTER GREEK

“Your Window anc Door Specialist”

10 S. Greenway Ave
Boyce, VA 22620

540.837.9351

Ask Dr. Mike

Oberschneider, Psy.D.

create a sense of lost purpose or a parenting void.

Parents also often identify first and foremost as care-
givers. So, when children leave, it can bring about an
identity crisis of sorts. And, whether a child is younger or
older, parental worry or concern is always a reality. As our
children step out and into the world, parental worries can
amplify, exacerbating feelings of
helplessness or anxiety.

So, how can parents cope as
they transition into the empty nest
phase of life? As a child psycholo-
gist, I offer the following tips.

It’s important for parents to
embrace their feelings. It’s natural to feel grief or loss
when your young adult child leaves home. Instead of
pushing these feelings away, accept and process them.
Whether through journaling or discussion, acknowledg-
ment of the loss and ensuing changes is the first step to
healing.

They say that travel is the best teacher, and it can also
help with healing loss. Without the confines of school cal-
endars or extracurricular activities, the world is your oys-
ter. Whether it’s backpacking in Europe or a quiet retreat
in the countryside, the options are endless.

It’s also important to rediscover new relationships. For

By Michael
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those with partners, this period can be a golden oppor-
tunity to rekindle the romance and shared activities you
once enjoyed. Single parents can use this time for self-re-
flection and personal development.

Forging a new routine is also a good idea. Whether it’s
adopting a new fitness regimen, picking up an old hobby,
or dedicating time for self-care, new routines can provide
structure and purpose.

Focusing on personal enrichment can also be helpful.
Joining a club, learning an instrument, or diving into a
new book series are just a few pursuits to consider that
can be therapeutically rewarding.

Maintaining a connection with your adult child is a
must, and thanks to technology, staying connected has
never been easier. Calls, texts, or visits can keep the par-
ent-child bond strong.

It’s also smart to lean on others as needed. There are
many support groups, both on and offline, dedicated to
helping parents navigate the empty nest phase. Lean on
these communities for advice and camaraderie.

Volunteering is a great way to refocus, and many par-
ents find real joy in giving back. You could explore char-
itable initiatives or even embark on something grander
such as an overseas volunteer mission.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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2023 “Sheriff of the Year” - National Sheriffs’ Association
44+ Years of Law Enforcement Experience

Serious Crime Down by 47%

Lowest Crime Rate in the Northern Virginia - DC Region
85% of Residents Feel Safe in Loudoun County

100% of Deputies are Crisis Intervention Trained
Advocating for School Resource Officers in Every School
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Don’t Pave Old Wheatland Road

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

Some of the residents in new subdi-
visions off Old Wheatland Road have
signed a petition asking that the road
be paved. There are 100 or so signa-
tures, but only 59 addresses. The latter
figure is the one to use.

Paving Old Wheatland is a very bad
idea for many reasons.

A Defective Poll

The County’s Department of Trans-
portation and Capital Infrastructure
(DTCI) sent out its own poll, but it is
defective: Respondents were asked if

they preferred pav-

OPINION ing or not paving.

The poll ignored

some—good alternatives to asphalt
paving.

One, using a better aggregate and
binder, grading carefully and rolling the
new road surface has produced superb
results for test sections on Old Water-
ford Rd. and Purcellville Rd. Those

sections are smoother, there is less dust,
and this surfacing method is far less
expensive than asphalt. This is a better
alternative and requires less mainte-
nance than asphalt and should please
all parties.

The DTCI poll failed to present this
or other options, and polled only a very
limited number of addresses; the Board
of Supervisors should tell DTCI to go
back and get it right.

VDOT and Waterford

While the paving issue is politi-
cal at the county level, ultimate deci-
sion-making technically rests with
VDOT. Commonwealth Code (33.2-332.
B.2) sets out factors that VDOT must
consider before paving, and local senti-
ment is one of them: VDOT must con-
sider “the views of residents and owners
of property adjacent to or served by such
highway ...” VDOT generally defers to
local government when making deci-
sions about roads, and local government

should abide by the same factors that
VDOT must consider.

VDOT/DTCI tried to assess local sen-
timent by polling owners in new subdi-
visions off Old Wheatland but it failed
to poll residents in Waterford. The vil-
lage’s Main Street is a continuation of
0Old Wheatland Road, and Waterford is
clearly “served by” Old Wheatland. The
village’s views are critically important.

Paving Old Wheatland would be a
grave problem for Waterford, a National
Historic Landmark. Numerous traffic
studies have agreed that there are ter-
rible levels of cut-through traffic in the
village. Paving Old Wheatland would
just make the situation much worse.

A New and Valid Poll

DOT or DTCI must find the truth. I
suspect a poll of Waterford residents
would yield overwhelming opposition
to paving Old Wheatland with asphalt.
Residents are now preparing such a poll.

We need a new poll that offers the

alternative surfacing method rather
than a simplistic, binary pave-don’t
pave choice, and which includes Water-
ford and nearby areas. -

The Truth About Old Wheatland

Old Wheatland is actually in excellent
condition with few potholes, minimum
washboarding, no drainage problems
and a generally smooth surface. It has
long straightaways which encourage
fast traffic. If the road is paved, speeding
over its seven blind hills would lead to
catastrophic accidents.

In actuality, nothing really needs to be
done to Old Wheatland right now. How-
ever, if money is available for an alterna-
tive surfacing method, go for it.

No Debate about Safety

The pro-paving petition says that
speed limits are constantly being vio-
lated now and that some traffic races
along at up to 70 mph. If that’s the case,
only a simpleton would assert that pav-
ing would improve the situation. Paving
the road would increase the amount of
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An opinion from two candidates for the Catoctin District

\Voters’ choice: who will stand
up for western Loudoun?

BY JOHN ELLIS, CANDIDATE FOR LOUDOUN COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, CATOCTIN DISTRICT

The majority of western Loudoun’s citizens want to pre-
serve the unique, historical charm and character of western
Loudoun’s small towns, villages, and countryside. They do not
want more development.

But that is not what is actually happening.

The County’s Zoning Ordinance allows
rural developers to build up to 10,000 more
houses in the western countryside, which
would generate more than 100,000 vehicle
trips per day on roads that are already con-
gested and dangerous.

Some county supervisors, planning com-
missioners and staff seem unaware of or
unconcerned by the impacts of develop-
ment, traffic, rising floodplains, falling water tables, the relent-
less loss of valuable farmland, and rising taxes.

Why do we have this huge gap between what citizens want
and what the County government is delivering?

Onereason is that the County has, for a long time, favored the
interests of land speculators and developers over the interests
of tens of thousands of residents. When cit-
izens propose zoning reforms, County staff
often reply that they must consult with the
“users” of the Zoning Ordinance - by which they do not mean
Mr. and Mrs. Homeowner. The “users” they are referring to are
their friends in the development industry, who have preferen-
tial access and disproportionate influence over the County’s
decision-making processes.

The recent debate over whether the County should protect

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

OPINION

Building a vision for Western
L oudoun

BY CALEB KERSHNER, CATOCTIN DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR AND CANDIDATE FOR REELECTION

When I think of western Loudoun’s future, I see rural
farms and horse trails, wineries and beds and breakfasts, sur-
rounded by beautiful open space. I see towns and villages that
support tight-knit communities and make lasting memories,
where our kids thrive in our schools, play with their friends,
and grow up safe.

That’s my vision for western Loudoun.
I’'ve spent the last four years working to
turn it into a reality. The stakes are wor-
ryingly high - just look aat Prince Wil-
liam County, which recently gave away
its historic Rural Crescent to be paved
and built over by development.

If we don’t work now to preserve our
rural west, it’s going to vanish in our life-
times. Here’s how I’m working to fix that.

Secure Our Rural Land

Our county is racing to save our rural land from overde-
velopment. And we’re winning, thanks to conservation ease-
ments that permanently protect the land.
Once a parcel goes into an easement, it
can’t be developed later. Over 83,000 acres
have been permanently preserved in this way, with another
75,000 acres left to go. And for every acre of prime agricul-
tural soil that’s had a cluster development built over it, we’ve
seen another 20 acres go into these easements.

I'm working to supplement this with a Purchase of
Development Rights (PDR) program, which would buy the

OPINION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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GO'- gle 4.9 Jk#kk 84 Google reviews “The professionalism of the team is outstanding. The entire process was very

efficient. They handled the entire process with diligence, attentiveness, and
great communication. | had a hard time choosing because all of their designs
were stunning. | had an amazing experience. | will definitely be doing further house renovation projects with them. | wholeheartedly recommend Granite Center
to anyone whao is looking for a team that will make a kitchen renovation the most easy and rewarding process!” - Happy Customer
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JOIN OUR
TEAM.
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE
TODAY.

Segurais an
advocate for
agriculture

Dear Editor:

My name is Juan Pablo Segura and I'm
running to represent Virginia Senate Dis-
trict 31.

I’'m running to bring political renewal
to Virginia and I hope to earn your vote in
the fall.

I'm writing today
to talk about a young
entrepreneur  and
farmer that lives in Senate District 31.

I first met Katie and her family, who
hail from Lucketts, at the Blue Ridge Cat-
tlemen’s Dinner at Whitestone Farm in
Aldie. We talked about her 4H project and
about the lambs and steer she was raising

LETTER

4
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Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

to auction off at the Loudoun County Fair.

I was impressed and I told her to keep
me updated on her work. In early July,
Katie sent me a letter explaining how her
4H project had progressed. She wanted to
come by my office to explain how the ani-
mals were doing and talk about how the
fair auction would work.

Katie’s efforts paid off: she raised a
great steer and lamb. When I saw them
at the fair, I was impressed not only with
how well she finished them but how hard
she and the other 4Hers were working to
educate the public walking through the
barn about their animals.

By the way — Katie woke up before
school every day to mix a special meal for
these animals. It was impressive to see
that kind of grit and determination.

On Friday night, after a delicious BBQ
dinner sponsored by Smokin Willy’s in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »

Where do the Catoctin District candidates
stand on two important issues?

Dear Editor:

In the November 7 election for the
Board of Supervisors there are, among
others, two important
issues facing the Town
of Purcellville. One
is where do the two
candidates running for the Catoctin Dis-
trict Supervisor stand on eliminating the
North/Northern Collector Road from the
County’s Transportation Plan. The other
issue is where do the two candidates stand
on supporting the county rezoning of a
117-acre county property located at 17110
Purcellville Road which is currently zoned
JLMA-3 (Joint Land Management Area),
to Planned Development-Industrial Park
(PD-IP).

LETTER

PURCELLVILLE TOWN COUNCIL

My wife and | chose to live in Purcellville to raise our family in a small

town with a strong sense of community.

Early voting starts September 22.

| will work for our residents without catering to special interest groups who would

destroy the character of our small town.

| will stand up to nonstop developer pressure. Unlike my opponent, you

won’t see my campaign signs on developers’ properties. Last year my

opponent ran with the pro-development group that lost. His positions

haven’t changed.

| look forward to working with our new town manager and

those on town council who wish to sustain Purcellville’s small

town character, while nurturing prosperity.

On June 17, I sent an email to Catoctin
District Supervisor Caleb Kershner asking
for his position on the aforementioned
issues. I received no response, and had to
ask again on July 26.

On August 3, Supervisor Kershner’s aide
responded, “Supervisor Kershner contin-
ues to review these matters since Purcell-
ville is new to his district, he would like
to hear more from his constituents and
County staff before taking a position. We
are awaiting a briefing from staff on this
matter and will get back to you once he
has a position.”

I asked, on August 5, when a meet-
ing is scheduled if I could get a copy of
staff notes and documents regarding

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »

Paid for and
authorized by
Reed for Purcellville
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Team Eyetopia
thanks you for
your loyalty and
trust for over 21
years.

Here is a special just for you! -

3 hours ONLY 9/8 all clothing, handbags .-
and jewelry will be discounted at
employee pricing of 25% - 40% off

when you mention/bring this ad with you.

9/9 - ONE DAY ONLY sale 11-4
EVERYTHING in shop is 20% off MSRP
or last lowest price. <

4@ a_, e, ’
THE EYEWEARVAULT | 47

BeSeen@Eyetopiainc.com
223 Loudoun St. SE
Leesburg, VA 20175
703.443.6410

OF f/
@Y

@Eyetopialnc

Phite: Alimend Photography
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Ram Venkatachalam for Supervisor
Little River District, Loudoun Count

BOLD, NEW LEADERSHIP

| am running to make a positive difference in the
lives of every resident of Loudoun County, to
support a strong local economy, to keep your taxes
down, and to keep divisive social politics out of

local government.

We have a great county, but we can do even better

— and that requires bold, new leadership.

| will bring my 20 years of business experience and
community service to the Board of Supervisors —
along with my ability to bring people together and

achieve common sense results.

Early voting starts September 22nd
November 7this election day

Loudoun’s Future stands for
protecting the County we
know today

Dear Editor:

When we set out to create Loudoun’s Future, we did
so with one goal in mind: To fight the sprawl and over-
crowding that is encroaching on our way of life. Many of
us moved to this part of the state for its natural beauty,
sprawling countryside, and laidback lifestyle.

As rapid urbanization and development continue
to encroach on our way life, now more than ever we
must stand up and have our voices heard. Whether it’s
attempting to pave over our unique and historic gravel
roads, building new subdivisions, or
erecting data centers, our way of life
as we know it is under attack.

More growth is not our objective here; it leads to
higher taxes and the destruction of our way of life.
Loudoun County is the richest county in the United
States. We don’t need growth. We want to maintain our
way of life and let others share it with us.

Loudoun’s Future stands for protecting the Loudoun
County that we know today. And that includes all of
Loudoun County from the east to the more rural west.
It’s protecting suburban Loudoun from new data centers
and commercial development that’ll take away parks,

LETTER

Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Ram Venkatachalam

The first Supervisor from Little River District
should be representative of the most diverse dis-
trict in our county, while also serving Loudoun as
a whole -- from its most suburban and commercial
areas to its most rural and historic ones.

| will be that Supervisor, and | welcome your ideas
and support.

trails, and green spaces. It’s protecting rural Loudoun’s
natural beauty, agricultural footprint, and historic vil-
lages from commercialization, high-density housing,
and the closing of community schools.

All of us moved to Loudoun for a different reason, but
what we can all agree on is the beauty, tranquility, and
peacefulness that comes from living here. We’re blessed
to have a mixture of rural countryside and commercial-
ization, but we must be wary of tipping the scales too far
in one direction.

Let us all join forces to protect our slice of Heaven and
work to keep our County in its truest form. The journey
towards a brighter Loudoun County begins with you.

As a resident, business owner, or someone who cares
deeply about the community’s future, your support and
donations are pivotal. By contributing to Loudoun’s
Future, you are investing in a legacy of progress that will
reverberate for decades. Your donation will directly fund
initiatives that promote sustainable growth, protect the
environment, and uplift the quality of life for all who
call Loudoun home. Please visit our webpage, https://
loudouns-future.org, go to the donation section, and
give whatever you can.

Together, we can pave the way for a future that stands
as a testament to the shared values and aspirations of
the Loudoun community. Join us in shaping tomorrow,
today.

John Lovegrove
Chairman Loudoun’s Future

703-791-9002 f

RamV@ramd4loudoun.com

PO Box 319, Aldie, VA 20105 (¢
www.ram4loudoun.com
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Dawn to Dusk

BY LAURA LONGLEY
That was Middleburg’s main message

to the Loudoun County Parks, Recre- |

ation, and Community Services team
about the hours for future use of Mickie
Gordon Memorial Park.

On the evening of Aug. 31, more
than 140 people, armed with sticky

notes, markers, and maps crowded |
around large tables at the Middleburg |™

Community Center for a charrette to
share their ideas for this historic park.

Parks and Rec staff joined Steve ‘

Torpy, director of the

department, to help

GOVERNMENT

Bridge Littleton, mayor

of Middleburg, and Board of Supervisors
Chair Phyllis ]. Randall (D-At Large).

The gathering was upbeat and colle-
gial, unlike the one held at the end of
June when this same crowd assembled
at the nearby American Legion Post to
voice their opposition to the county’s
plan to turn the historic park into a
championship cricket complex.

In that now scrapped plan, which
caught the community by surprise,
Parks and Rec would have installed
18 lights on poles 100 feet tall around
three cricket fields measuring 450 feet
in diameter. The lights
would have blazed over
the three fields from 6
to 11 p.m., obscuring
the dark sky. Adding
to the transformation
of this 100-acre rural
park would have been
space for 250 vehicles
on paved not pervious
lots, a new entrance on
Carters Farm Lane, and
turn lanes off Rt. 50, an
award-winning traffic-calmed highway.

Working in teams, each table pro-
duced a wish list of features for the park.
Not surprisingly, several items appeared
on all 13 lists. “Dawn to dusk” came up
on top by a mile, but there was a strong
runner up: maintenance.

Other recommendations included:

Honor the park’s past: Create an
indoor facility for hosting reunions and
other events that includes a pictorial
and narrative history of the Hall family
and their field where, before the end of
segregation, Black baseball teams could
play. Tell the story of “Pop” Gordon and
his son, Mickie, who for decades coached
baseball for Loudoun County kids and
adults.

Restore baseball to the park: Rebuild
the fields so the American Legion can
resume their games and young people
can get out there for a casual game with
friends.

out. Also on hand were ..

Install a playground
for children.

Add trails, lots of
them: Narrative trails
telling the story of
Native Americans in
these parts, of Afri-
can Americans who

not only played ball here but gath-
ered three times a year for horse races,
dances, ball games, and music. Walking
trails meant for walking, not dirt bikes.
Exercise trails. Nature trails. A trail for
horses leading from their parked trailers
to nearby gravel roads.

Clean up the pond for catch-and-re-
lease fishing.

Be inclusive: Maintain the commu-
nity garden area for everyone, whether
they live east or west of Gilberts Corner.

Keep current with the county’s
progress on constructing more cricket
pitches in locations closer to where
the players live. As cricket players at
the meeting said, they don’t care about
lights and they want fields closer to
where they live; they can play during the
day. That will save them hours on the
road shuttling their children to fields
in Maryland. After their report, Torpy
noted that additional cricket pitches are

now in a new site plan for
Hanson Park.

Take a field trip to Fau-
quier: One table’s spokes-
person mentioned a quiet,
natural park on Rt. 55,
between Delaplane and The
Plains; she said it might be
a good model for Mickie
Gordon Memorial Park.

Create a partnership
between Middleburg and Loudoun County Parks and
Rec for managing and programming the park.

Use the park for daytime events.

Enjoy the dark skies: Occasionally, after dusk,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

bl

S

N4 g
e =R

__-_-'_"E—-_.__'___ -'.J

L ]
=1 B
ity -

-

Kitchens
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211 EAST MAIN STREET

540-338-2613

PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA
KSAKitchens.com
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CANDIDATES Elections are November 7th

FOR TOWN

COUNCIL

Chris Reed

Chris Reed lives with his wife and two children on Main Street in
the Town of Purcellville. He and his wife worked for several years
to restore their historic home. Often citizens would stop by to meet
them and talk about the progress of their renovation. Reed, a Penn
State University graduate, holds two bachelor’s degrees — one in
biology and one in environmental resource management. In his
spare time, Reed enjoys kayak-fishing, landscaping, and running

and biking on the W& OD Trail.

Blue Ridge Leader: Why are you
running for town council?

Chris Reed: I am running for Town
Council to be an advocate for citizens’
views and their vision for preserving
the unique character of our small town.
I will promote responsive, citizen-cen-
tered government and intend to meet
the needs of our residents without
catering to nonstop developer pressure.

I chose to live in the Town of Pur-
cellville because I love the architecture,
incorporation of green space and the
sense of calm I get when I drive into
town. It’s a great community where fam-
ilies feel safe, and neighbors

L8

(7

e
o

look out for one another. I would like to
see our historic downtown area become a
tourist destination by encouraging small
businesses, such as quaint shops, eater-
ies and even amenities that promote our
location along the W&OD trail.

I am running in support of slow
growth, environmental stewardship,
debt reduction and controlled spending.
I ask for your vote in the Town of Pur-
cellville Special Election on November
7. Early voting starts on September 22.

BRL: Is the Rt.7/690 Interchange good
for the town; why or why not?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 »

Caleb Stought

Caleb Stought works from home as a software engineer, and
in his spare time he studies history and does CrossFit. He has
also served in the military for 10 years as a linguist, speaking
Spanish, French, Arabic, and Persian. Stought lives in Mayfair
with his wife and two daughters. They are expecting a third

daughter in September.

Blue Ridge Leader: Why are you
running for town council?

Caleb Stought: Service to others is a big
part of my life and my family’s life. I
served as a military linguist for 10 years,
and my family and I enjoy serving in our
church and our local community. My
family and I also love living in Purcell-
ville. It’s a special town where you can
cheer for the local baseball team and
then take your kids roller skating.

If we want to preserve this special
town for future generations, we must
be good stewards of it now. This means
engaging in responsible management of
our town’s resources, staff, and money.
I’'m running for Town Council because I
want to serve and preserve this town we

all love.

I believe I will be effective as a council
member because I am able to listen to
people with different perspectives and
understand their viewpoints. I always
show respect to people even when I
disagree with them. I also seek to draw
conclusions from facts, rather than only
accepting facts that support precon-
ceived notions.

As a councilmember, I will work hard
to build good relationships with town
staff, the local business community,
and other local governments. We can’t
get the results we want by attacking
the people we disagree with. We are all
neighbors, not enemies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21»

ERICKSON

FOR SOIL AND WATER

Paid for and Authorized by Jonathan Erickson for Soil and Water Director
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Purcellville Tag Sale
October 7, 2023
8AM to 6PM

Rain or Shine -

VENDORS WANTED LIMITED SPACE

Sign Up At

www.PurcellvilleVaTagSale.com

Or Visit Nostalgia Boutique
142 East Main Street
Purcellville, VA 20132

n facebook.com/PurcellvilleVATagSale %4 shopatnostalgia@gmail.com
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HOLTZMAN

PROPANE
FIREPLACE STORE

SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292

Hours: Monday - Friday — 8am to 5pm

Grill Cylinder Fill Station

CYLINDER REFILL: *1.99 PER GALLON

Ea
=
HARV

www.HoltzmanCorp.com

TOWN OF PURCELLVILLE SPECIAL ELECTION
I A

CANDIDATE: REED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Chris Reed: Loudoun County is approved
to build three of the four proposed on/off
ramps, which would be part of a modified
diamond interchange design. The fourth
ramp is encumbered by impacts to the
Catoctin Meadows subdivision and flood-
ing of the South Fork Catoctin Creek and
remains the only ramp subject to Town
Council decisions. The three unencum-
bered ramps would provide town resi-
dents, as well as those to the north, access
to both eastbound and westbound Route
7. The fourth ramp only restricts access to
Route 690 for those traveling eastbound
on Route 7, where minimal volume is
anticipated.

While town residents may experience
some short-term conveniences from the
interchange,-County engineers have said
that the purpose is to improve traffic
outside town, yet Purcellville’s residents
want traffic to improve inside town.

There is also an unsafe aspect of the
design, which includes the use of round-
abouts. However, unlike other round-
about locations, this one introduces
pedestrian crossings into the mix of
heavy traffic entering and exiting a major
highway and clearly creates a danger-
ous situation. To date there has been no
safety analysis.

If the Town of Purcellville were to
re-zone the encumbered area and facil-
itate the building of the fourth ramp,
without the County mitigating any of
the issues, it could be held liable for any
future repercussions. Therefore, I do not
feel that this interchange will be good for
the town in the long run. In my opinion,
the current plan potentially saddles the
town with unnecessary risk and liter-
ally “paves the way” for more sprawling
development.

Therefore, my goal is to work on fixing
the existing Rt.7/287 Interchange first as
it appears to be the best path to solving
any traffic issues in Purcellville.

BRL: Do you support the Vineyard
Square project on 21st Street which is
approved for a 6-story commercial and
40 condo building — and the extension
of O Street to support it?

Chris Reed: I do not support the plan,
as approved, for multiple reasons. First,
a 6-story building of any kind does not
fit the character of our downtown area.
Second, while the plan includes much
needed retail space, the area cannot
accommodate the number of vehicles
that will result from a 40-condo building,
which could be 80 permanent cars. Where
would patrons and town visitors park?
Finally, the O-Street extension from 21st
Street to Hatcher Avenue would likely
compound the Town’s existing traffic
problems and could be difficult for fire

and rescue vehicles to access.

Instead, I could support either the
rehabilitation of the buildings that would
be demolished to make way for Vineyard
Square or the construction of new build-
ings that are in keeping with the scale
and character of the other buildings in
our historic downtown area.

BRL: Do you support the north west
corner of 287 and Rt. 7 Cardinal Corner
proposal?

Chris Reed: Cardinal Corner is a pro-
posal to develop the 7-acre parcel of
land, which is located north of the Town,
fronting Berlin Turnpike (Route 287) and
the corner of St. Francis Court. A group
of developers is proposing that the Town
annex this land and give them zoning for
a 130-room hotel, a conference center,
a restaurant, a market and a fueling sta-
tion with a convenience store. The plan
would require the Town to supply the
developers’ project with water and sewer
infrastructure.

At this time, I do not support annexing
this property, as it seems extending water
and sewer service across Route 7 would be
complicated and costly to the Town. Addi-
tionally, I don’t support suburbanizing
Purcellville by expanding the footprint
of our town in this direction, especially
when there is so much potential in the
revitalization of our downtown area.

The developers said that extending
commercial to this area would take traffic
off Main Street and would deter people
from coming into town, while also offer-
ing alternatives to some of the restau-
rants in town. This goal of taking business
away from Main Street is the opposite of
what we should do. I would rather see the
property remain zoned for one house per
three acres, like the surrounding homes
in the area and have a smaller hotel
within walking distance to downtown.
This encourages foot-traffic and supports
our unique small businesses.

BRL: Would you support the annexation
of the Kuhn property located on
Purcellville Road?

Chris Reed: The Kuhn property totals
117-acres, located north of town, along
the east side of Purcellville Road, across
from the Mayfair development. Currently,
the property is zoned Joint Land Manage-
ment Area (JLMA)-3, which according
to the County Comprehensive Plan, is
supposed to be used for “a low density,
rural mix of residential and business uses
around the town that are distinguishable
from the intensity and character of devel-
opment in Purcellville.”

The Kuhn plan is for the development
of an industrial park, but due to the prop-
erty’s JLMA-3 limitations, would require

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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The November 2023 Election will include the following races:

State Offices:

» Senate of Virginia
» House of Delegates

Constitutional Offices:

 Clerk of Court

» Commonwealth’s Attorney
« Sheriff

« Commissioner of Revenue
e Treasurer

Board of Supervisors

e Chairman - Board of Supervisors

» Board of Supervisors — Election
Districts — Algonkian, Ashburn,
Broad Run, Catoctin, Dulles,
Leesburg, Little River, and
Sterling

School Board

Note: Due to the implementation of stag-
gered terms for the school board some seats
will be elected to a 4-year term this year,
and some will be elected to a 2-year term
this year.

* Member School Board — At Large
(4-term)

 School Board — Ashburn,
Catoctin, Little River (4-year
term)

 School Board — Algonkian, Broad
Run, Dulles, Leesburg, and

Sterling (2-year term)

Soil and Water Conservation

o Director — Loudoun District

Referendum

« School Projects

« Public Safety and Parks and
Recreation Projects

» Transportation Projects

Absentee/early voting opens Friday,
Sept. 22

Leesburg office

» Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. -5
p.m.

» Extended Hours: Tuesday, Oct.
24, Thursday, Oct.26, Tuesday,
Oct. 31, and

e Thursday, Nov. 2 open 8:30 a.m.
until 7 p.m.

» Saturdays, Oct. 28 and Nov.4 -9

a.m.-5p.m.
NOTE: Office will be closed on Monday,

Oct. 9, Indigenous Peoples Day.

Satellite locations open Monday, Oct. 23
through Nov. 4 (two weeks)

« Claude Moore Recreation
Center — 46105 Loudoun Park
Lane, Sterling 20164

° Mondays, Wednesdays, and

Friday (2 weeks) — 10 a.m. -5
p.m.

° Tuesdays and Thursdays (2
weeks) — 12 p.m. -7 p.m.

° Saturdays, Oct. 28 and Nov.
4-9am.-5p.m.

+ Dulles South Recreation
Center — 24950 Riding Center
Drive, Chantilly 20152
° Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays (2 weeks) — 10 a.m. - 5
p.m.
° Tuesdays and Thursdays (2
weeks) — 12 p.m. -7 p.m.
° Saturdays, Oct. 28 and Nov.
4-9am.-5p.m.

» Carver Senior Center: 200 E.
Willie Palmer Way, Purcellville
20132

° Saturdays, Oct. 28 and Nov.
4-9am.-5p.m.

Voter Registration deadline — Monday,
Oct. 16

Absentee Voting by Mail application
submission deadline - Friday, Oct. 27

Early In-Person Voting deadline - Saturday,
Nov. 4

TUSCARORA MILL
PRESENTS
AN EVENING IN FRANCE

Enjoy Five Courses
of French Wine

And Cuisine

SEPTEMBER 27TH, 2023
7:00 PM
$135 ALL
WWW.TUSKIES.COM

Purcellville
issues drought
watch

The Town of Purcellville has issued
a drought watch as dry conditions per-
sist in the region. The Town is asking
residents to use water wisely and cau-
tiously. Residents can continue to use
wise water measures by avoiding out-
side watering of landscaping, limiting
washing of vehicles, and ensuring no
water leaks on owners’ property.

The U.S. Drought Monitor shows
Purcellville is in a moderate drought,
and water levels are below normal at
the Town’s reservoir, which supplies
about half of the Town’s daily water
production.

The Town’s Water Emergency
Ordinance has three stages: Watch,
Warning, and Emergency. The Town
continues to monitor the drought con-
dition and future rain forecasts closely.
It is hoped that rain in the coming
weeks will alleviate the drought condi-
tions and eliminate the need for water
restrictions.
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Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

L E E 5 B u R G decksbyscott@gmail.com

—— DECKS E PORCHES — 35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville
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J |{| #1a2% Executives
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Local Readers @
Local Businesses

Put your business
in front of local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com

. “Excellence In Real Estate”

K.:J,l_h Shialey T OATS SRAO ]

40 B27 5123 Lo wlfier
T35 T HE
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Be ready when the storms come
SNOWBLOWER e
4

& GENERATOR
MAINTENANCE

79

Bice Services LLC
(410) 707-9978

biceserviceslic@gmail.com

20 Years of Mechanical Experience ¢ Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned ¢ Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

Erie

X\ |nsurance

Above all in SERVICE™

Auto * Home « Business ° Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130

5882 Not all compani gperate nl sttes.
Ntl\prodlareﬂ‘d ||n o Goto
and ter 1ry7rmat

AFFORDABLE
Expert Tree & Stump Removal

s HOA Maintenance ¢ Trimming
s Jree Planting s Crowning

703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

Licensed & Insured

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com 1sed &
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Bring the Kids in for a

B_ack -to-School

When ‘I"l:lu Need A Great Burger...

You Need MELT!

525 East Market Street, Leasburg, VA 20176
(703)443-2105

we won

best
burJer

the state of

BEST OF || 208
LOUDOUN " g ¥
FWINNERE: <8

ENCHANTIN GVAMBIAN CE.
MESMERIZING CUISINE.

Dedours New Colibe o

Newly Restored Circa 1886 Building

w LOUDOUN ‘i
@ ' 6 W Loudoun St. FAV?TE
Round Hill, VA i

(540) 338-8300
BY SAVOIR FARE  CESTBONBYSAVOIRFARE.COM

GJe)C)

Visit cestbonbysavoirfare.com for upcoming events
or to book your next private celebration.
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S})rillgdale i}illage Inn and Iann |

18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

STRESSING ABOUT

MEDICARE"

Well, stress no more.

| make Medicare sign-up and
annual review EASY. And, my
service is FREE. | guide you
through the Medicare process:

Part B Part C Part D
Doctor Medicare RX
Visits Advantage Drugs

Part A
Hospital
Stays

Call me. I'm here to help make
Medicare as easy as possible.

MEDICAREPORTAL"

NAVIGATE MEDICARE TOGETHER
703-930-5705 jeff@medicareportal.org

é PIANO LESSONS

children & adults
CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

ECLECTIC CHARM

Antiques « Gifts « Collectibles « Garden « and Much More!
OPEN EVERY WEEKEND
Friday 10-5 e Saturday 10-5 ¢ Sunday 12-5

BIG END OF SUMMER SALE
SEPTEMBER 15 - 16 - 17 and 21+ 22 * 23

Greal Stuff Real, Cheap!

405 W. Colonial Hwy. Hamilton, VA 20158

WOoImen;s:Men;siziteens
CHICOS}LILLY/PULITZER) TORY.BURCH’ TALBOTS;

MICHACL KORS;/ANNITAYLOR,; LAUREN; HILFIGER,

AMERICANEAGLE; LUCKY, HOLLISTER
& SO MUCH MORe!

SALe enps9/11/23

THE 4 EVERYTHING CONSIGNMENT SHOP

ALMOST
701 WEST MAIN ST. PURCELLVILLE, VA 540-751-0707

“WE WORK WOOD”

e Tree Removal F“ 133
¢ Trimming/Pruning

o Stump Grinding

¢ Bucket Truck Service

e Lot Clearing

¢ Firewood

MILLING TO

Thoughtfull
Designed

From Cabinets
& Countertops
to Decorative
Hardware...

YOUR SPECIFICATIONS ... -

i

* Solar Kiln S ® Sap,

* Slabs for Sale & Slabbing ¥ & A

¢ Your Logs to Lumber E e,
)

Hours by
appointment
or by chance

OLD DOMINION
KITCHEN DESIGN

-
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Curt Hilling
i B 540-287-1970 ;
www.HillingAndSons.com b -
Licensed & Insured - ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

(540) 338-6338
194 N 21st St., Purcellville

$300 min. Stumps
not included.
Exp. 9/30/23
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Mike Sanders, the “Flag Guy, has a message for Leesburg

BY ROBERT TALBOT

It’s difficult to drive through Leesburg without notic-
ing elaborate American flag displays decorating traffic
signs, medians, and street corners all across town. Linger
outside the circuit courthouse on East Market Street on
any pleasant evening, and you’re bound to run into the
man who sets up these displays.

Mike Sanders—sometimes referred to as “Flag Guy” by
locals—is an Air Force veteran and avid bicyclist and is
easily identified by his neoprene outfits and patriotically
festooned sedan. Sanders eagerly dispenses wisdom
gleaned from his life experiences; chatting with him
unlocks a treasure trove of anecdotes and proverbs.

Sanders grew up in the small town of Hampton, South
Carolina, spending much of his youth around his grand-
father, a Pentecostal minister. He recounts how his
grandfather would minister to the homeless and down-
trodden in the streets. He would always ask about what
they had done to improve their situation first. If they had
made some effort, then he would offer them his help. If
they hadn’t tried, however, he would simply promise to
pray for them and walk away.

Sanders learned a valuable lesson about individual
effort from his grandfather. “This country has a lot of
safety nets,” he says. “[It has] a lot of things to help you
out if you want to help yourself ... but you’ve got to do
something. Like my grandfather said: ‘I can help you, but
you gotta come meet me halfway!””

After graduating high school, Sanders spent four years
on active duty in the United States Air Force. Hoping
that his service would take him around the world, he

was disappointed to find himself stationed at Biloxi,
Mississippi.

He switched to working as a computer systems oper-
ator in hopes of being sent somewhere exotic, but this
change only brought him to an
Air Force base in Georgia. “The
reason I joined the military was
I wanted to travel,” he laments.
“I'wanted to see the world. Well,
I grew up in South Carolina, and
the first two places I got to go to
were Mississippi and Georgia.”

Sanders retired from active
duty for a reserve position
and a career as a satcom tech-
nician, which afforded him
ample travel opportunities. He
ultimately settled in Leesburg
around 2008.

His “Flag Guy” identity was
born in 2009 after watching
the funeral procession for sol-
dier Stephan Mace of Purcell-
ville, who was killed in action
in Afghanistan. “When 1 was
standing there, looking at that, I was looking around at
people’s faces. And people looked kind of sad.” Noting
how all his neighbors were troubled by the ongoing war,
he remembered what his grandfather had taught him
about working proactively to make the world a better
place. “I thought, ‘Well, what’s something that makes

people smile in America? Flags. Because people under-
stand what they represent.’”

Reasoning that the American flag could cheer people
up while serving as a reminder of what unites us, Sanders
embarked on a personal mission
of displaying it all across town.
Always armed with an arsenal of
flags and zip ties, he’s been mak-
ing his rounds for fourteen years,
and he doesn’t intend to stop
anytime soon.

Of course, Sanders wouldn’t
keep at this if the American flag
didn’t mean something special
to him. It reminds him of the
incredible cooperation it took the
founders to give us the liberty we
enjoy. “You think about all these
people who came here from all
these different places [and] dif-
ferent cultures ... You can’t tell
me that when they were in that
room, that they didn’t have dis-
agreements. We all know that.
But they didn’t lose sight of the
greater goal, which [was] one country ... We’re going to
rise and we’re going to fall together. Whatever happens,
we’re a community. We’re a country.”

Above all, Sanders hopes to inspire youth to remem-
ber their American identity, discover their talents, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

SATELLITE PARKING ONLY
FREE Shuttle Service Provided from
Heritage High School and Segra Field (soccer stadium)
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MainiShow,
Startsiat 1:00PM
Flying Circus Skydivers  Aerobatics
Stunt Planes - Wing Walker

Radio Controlled Airplane Demo
(11:30AM)

KUHN
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ON THE EROUND

11:00AM=-4:00PM

Antique, Civilian, & Experimental Aircraft

Two Giant Inflatable Slides
Festival Foods & Beer
Exhibitors/Vendors

PROHIBITED ITEMS

Pets, Glass Bottles, Coolers, and Outside Alcohol

-
LOUDOUN

I ,M MEDICAL GROUP 1‘

One Group. Infinite Possibilities.

Anonymous - Aviation Adventures « Daniel M. Christy  Firefly Acupuncture and Wellness - Bugs Forsythe . Gatherings® at Potomac Station
Leafguard « Loudoun Credit Union « The Rehancement Group, Inc. « The Saba Group, Inc. « Talbert & Bright « Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
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CATOCTIN DISTRICT CANDIDATES, CON'T FROM PAGE 8

these important issues facing our town.
On August 7, Supervisor Kershner’s aide
responded that the “staff briefing will be
face to face so there are no transcripts
from it.”

On August 11, I was informed that there
will be a meeting on August 21 “to have a
meeting to discuss and be briefed.”

I sent the same questions to candi-
date for the Catoctin District John Ellis
on August 5 and received an answer on
August 7.

Regarding his position on the North/
Northern Collector Road, John Ellis
responded by saying, “I think it’s inappro-
priate for the County to ignore the Town’s
clear opposition to the Northern Collector
Road. If I'm elected, I will ask to remove it
from the County Transportation Plan and
all other planning documents.

On the rezoning of county JLMA-3

property to PD-IP, John Ellis said, “I do
not support re-zoning the Kuhn property
to PD-IP. The available road access and
water/sewer infrastructure do not meet
the requirements for PD-IP zoning (see
section 4-502 of the Zoning Ordinance).”

John Ellis said that “Putting a commer-
cial park there would represent another
intrusion of urban development into the
western Loudoun countryside.”

I appreciate candidate John Ellis’ quick
response and knowledge of the issues fac-
ing the Town of Purcellville.

Update: On August 22, Supervisor
Kershner said he “would not be inclined to
support it” [the Northern Collector Road].
Regarding the rezoning of the Kuhn prop-
erty from JLMA-3 to PD-IP, Supervisor
Kershner said “he feels it may be prema-
ture to make a decision.”

Christine Green
Purcellville

SEGURA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Purcellville, we headed over to the auction
barn. I was ready to buy my first animal, the
grand champion pig.

Later in the auction I was honored to buy
Katie’s market lamb and support Katie’s
future: she’ll be using her profits to support
future 4H projects — and she’ll also be put-
ting away some money for veterinary school.
We have to celebrate and support programs
like 4H in our community. 4H is a great
example of a program that teaches kids

how to plan for the future, work hard, and
achieve their goals. It also raises awareness
of the challenges and realities of farmers
here in our district.

I promise to be a fierce advocate for
Loudoun County and Fauquier County
agriculture in Richmond so hard workers
like Katie can continue to build their future
here and we can all benefit from their
important work.

Juan Pablo Segura
Candidate for Virginia Senate District 31

53rd Annual

Q\o

JEMO
FAIR V2

September 16~17 - 10am~-5pm

BluemontFair.org

SNICKERSVILLE TURNPIKE, BLUEMONT, VIRGINIA

Admission: $10 « Children 9 & Under: Free

Children’s Fair & Petting Zoo © Arts & Crafts
Explore History © Market Vendors
Local Wine & Beer £ Live Music
«.and many more family fun activities!
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Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060

55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158
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Saving Grace

The Lincoln Preservation Foundation
has announced that their signature res-
toration project, Saving Grace, is well
underway at the African American Grace
Heritage Site in the village of Lincoln.

Grace is an early African American
church founded in 1872 and built in 1885. Once the thr1v1ng
center of community for local Black residents, the church was
abandoned in 1949 after the Black population shifted and most
congregants moved to Purcellville.

Efforts began 20 years ago to rescue the deteriorated stone
structure, spearheaded by Lincoln Preservation Foundation’s
founder, Carol Morris Dukes. Today, the project is a joint
collaboration between LPF and descendants of the former

frey Jackson.

milestone,

LET US GIVE BACK THE
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

View our gallery of photos at www.veteranslic.us.

AFTER -
RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading
- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

www.veteranslic.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteranslic.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

Upgrade your Diesel
or Gas Truck

Three Easy Steps:

3) Then email Major@
VeteransLLC.us or
call 703-718-6789
with your order.

1) Receive 15% off all
Banks products
ordered through
us with an Amsoil
filter & oil change.

2) View all products
on bankpower.com.

banlks2

congregation, Friends of Grace, a non-profit led by Jef-

Outstanding volunteer support and financial gifts
from individuals and organizations resulted in today’s
including several pump-priming grants
from the Loudoun Preservation Society. A substantial
financial gift from the Goose Creek Meeting and a large
Commonwealth History Fund grant from the Virginia
Museum of History & Culture put fundraising efforts
over the top this year.

Cochran’s Stone Masonry has begun work on removing
and rebuilding the entire roof structure, using time-honored
craftsmanship to replicate the original. Lincoln Preservation is
grateful to their collaborators, the Friends of Grace, for sharing
a common vision for Saving Grace. For more information on
this African American landmark, visit savinggraceproject.org
or lincolnpreservation.org.

CoMMU

Third Annual
Celebrate Purcellville

The Town of Purcellville and the Pur-
cellville Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board invite Purcellville businesses
and organizations to register to par-
ticipate in the third annual Celebrate
Purcellville.

This week-long, town-wide event is
designed to encourage people to visit
the Town of Purcellville, shop at local
businesses, enjoy local food and bever-
age options, tour the town, and enjoy
live music and activities. Celebrate

NITY

Come to
the 53rd

Annual
Bluemont
Fair Sept. 16 and 17

The 53rd Annual Bluemont Fair will be
held on Sept. 16 and 17, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. both
days, rain or shine. An old-fashioned Coun-
try Fair, the Bluemont Fair features tradi-
tional crafts (juried), local art and authors,
craft and farming demonstrations. There
will be a mix of music: traditional,
blues, and country. Don’t forget a
free Children’s Fair, petting zoo, Lla-
mas and Alpacas.

Quilts will be on display, Gardener’s
Shed, blacksmithing and stone wall build-
ing demonstrations, homemade food,
baked goods, jams and jellies, pie-baking/
pickle-making contest, antiques and col-
lectables. There will be a Wine and Beer
Garden with gourmet treats, and a Blue-
mont history slide show.

Snickersville Academy will feature a
restored 1825 log schoolhouse, beekeep-
ers and hives, antique caboose, pre-Civil
War Country Store, Farmers Market, model
trains, and lots of hands-on activities. The
Plaster Museum of Bluemont Heritage will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »
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CELEBRATION
OF AMERICANA
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Historic HoMES TOUR

VIRGINIA
IS FOR
LOWERS

October 6, 7, & 8, 2023

Juried artisans demonstrations, homes tours,
live music, engaging talks, reenactors, living

historians, & entertainment for all ages.

Tickets now on sale. Buy in advance and save

40%. Kids, 12 & under, FREE!

waterfordfairva.org

Visil @

LOUDOUN

D3 W Comstns™

M Waterford

dara FOUNDATION, INC..
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CANDIDATE: STOUGHT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

BRL: Is the Rt.7/690 Interchange good
for the town; why or why not?

Caleb Stought: The 7/690 Interchange
will be a tremendous benefit to the town.
Town consultants and an independent
study by VDOT have both confirmed the
importance of the 7/690 Interchange for
alleviating traffic congestion in town. The
interchange will help reduce in-town traf-
fic congestion by providing an additional
outlet for cars to get to Route 7. Addition-
ally, completion of the 7/690 Interchange
will help get work started on the 7/287
Interchange, which is another important
traffic improvement for our town.

Throughout the planning process, staff
at both the town and county level have
worked diligently to ensure the inter-
change does not negatively impact the
floodplain. The hydrologic and hydraulic
analysis shows that the interchange is not
causing an increase in the Base Flood Ele-
vation. The town has also confirmed that
the project conforms with the require-
ments of the Town’s Floodplain Ordinance.

With the start of school, our most heav-
ily traveled intersections are experiencing
gridlock. All it takes is a drive along Hirst
Rd or Main St at rush hour during the
school year to understand how important
‘this interchange is for Purcellville.

BRL: Do you support the Vineyard
Square project on 21 Street which is
approved for a 6-story commercial and
40 condo building — and the extension
of O Street to support it?

Caleb Stought: This project has already
been approved by the town. Therefore, my
goal with this project is to work with the
owners to ensure the project fits the char-
acter of historic downtown Purcellville.
This would mean working to ensure the
building’s scale and architecture are con-
sistent with the look and feel of historic
downtown. It would also mean working
with the project owners so that the street
facing shops and restaurants become a
contributing part of the local business
community, not competition to it. Over-
all, the project should contribute to the
character and economic activity of 21%
street, not detract from it.

As for O Street, I do not support extend-
ing it as this would be an unnecessary
expenditure by the town. There are other
transportation projects in town, particu-
larly sidewalk projects that contribute to
walkability, where that money would go
to much better use.

BRL: Do you support the north west
corner of 287 and Rt. 7 Cardinal Corner
proposal?

Caleb Stought: This project was presented
very recently to council and is still in the
preliminary planning stages. What we
know so far is it will include a small bou-
tique hotel, a year-round farmer’s market,
and a locally sourced farm to table restau-
rant. If done well, I believe this project
has the potential to provide services to
the community that are not currently
available.

However, regarding annexation, I do
not believe the town should support
annexing this property unless we have
the water capacity to support it. There
are projects in town limits that will be
built in the next few years. We must
ensure that Purcellville has the infra-
structure it needs to support what is
currently within town limits before we
consider any annexations.

Our most recent water supply study
projected a 100k gallon per day deficit
by 2025. Unless we can guarantee utility
services to current and planned in-town
requirements, I would not support this
annexation.

BRL: Would you support the annexation
of the Kuhn property located on
Purcellville Road?

Caleb Stought: As with the previous ques-
tion, I do not believe the town should

*x Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

support annexing this property unless
we have the water capacity to support
it. Unless we can guarantee utility ser-
vices to current and planned in-town
requirements, I would not support this
annexation.

BRL: How would you help keep utility
rate increases to a minimum?

Caleb Stought: Utility rates should be set
commensurately with the cost the town
incurs to provide utility services. Rates
should not be raised higher than needed,
as this puts an undue financial burden on
town residents. Rates should also not be
artificially suppressed, as this typically
provides a short-term benefit but costs
residents more money in the long run.
Any necessary rate increases should be
done in a consistent and sustainable man-
ner. This helps the town and its residents
plan for the future.

There are town projects currently in the
planning phase that will be built in the
next few years. These projects will con-
tribute financially to our utility systems
but will also require services provided
by the town. It is critical that we work
to shape these projects to ensure they
strengthen the financial health of the
town rather than weaken it.

Melodies in Motion

September 23 7:00 pm Tickets: $20-$25
The Friends of Franklin Park Arts Center kick-off their
Gold Star series with a first-time collaboration between Virginia National Ballet and the
Loudoun Symphony Orchestra designed specifically for our stage. Prepare to be dazzled by

this lovely evening which is presented with support from the Virginia Commission for the Arts.

A“\.I

Quentin Walston, Jazz Residency

Quentin Walston composes for piano, his jazz trio, and large ensembles,

improvisations. This program is supported by the Virginia Commission

for the Arts.
Songwriting for Young Musicians: (Ages 8-13) 9/12 &9/13 4:00 pm
Jazz Breakdown: History and Beyond: (18 & up) 9/12 & 9/13 5:00 pm
Music For Dessert Concert: 9/13 7:00 pm

Gallery Gathering: Quinten Walston,
Abstract - Jazz and Art: 9/14 4:45pm FREE

History of Jazz: 9/15 10:30 am

Performances

Franklin Park Arts Center

36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132
www.franklinparkartscenter.org

540-338-7973

Gold Star

blending memorable melodies and striking rhythms with adventurous

NEW!
« Music For Dessert Subscription
8 Concerts, 1 Ticket, $75

- Beech Tree Puppets
9/13 10:00 am

- Doug Allen Wilcox
9/15 7:00 pm

- Twangtown Paramours
9/27 7:00 pm

« MANHATTAN SHORT Film Fest
9/29 & 30

AND THERE’S MORE'!
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PHILOMONT FIREHOUSE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the fire department afloat until 2019.

During this time, the volunteer fire-
fighters were appealing to the Loudoun
County Fire & Rescue Department to
replace their existing station with a new
firehouse. Their preferred location: the
Horse Show Grounds, half a mile east
from the original fire station on Snick-
ersville Turnpike.

This proposal ran counter to the
community’s hopes to work with
the county to restore the Horse Show
Grounds for field sports and equine activ-
ities. The residents envision a restored
grass ring for horse training with a trail
connecting to the area’s gravel roads.

But it soon became clear that govern-
ment and elected officials, along with
career and volunteer firefighters, county
planning and capital infrastructure
staffs, were committed to the new sta-
tion concept as opposed to renovation
of the existing fire station.

Meanwhile, the community made the
case for renovating and adding on to the
existing station.

They pointed to the track record of the
county’s contracted architects, Lemay
Erickson Willcox, now part of FGM
Architects. The firm won numerous gold
medals for renovations. They are also
known for achieving superior results on
parcels as small as half an acre, for stay-
ing well within budget, and for meeting

specifications for state-of-the art health
and safety requirements.

Several years ago, FGM Architects won
a “Firehouse” gold medal for their reno-
vation of the Middleburg fire station—a
renovation accomplished without costly
temporary quarters.

In 2022, they again won the gold
medal for the Fairfax County Fire &
Rescue Station 25. The 17,386 square-
foot station sits on one acre. Designed
to meet LEED Gold Certification, it was
completed at a total cost of $9,887,000.

In 2021, they completed the City of
Fairfax Station 33, which occupies a half-
acre. The 22,000 square-foot Firehouse
gold medal winner cost $11,148,438.

Replacing a 1970s-era station in Fair-
fax on just one acre, the firm designed a
three-bay station that accommodates up
to eight firefighters per shift with room
for 14 in the future. It includes a fitness
center, kitchen, dining room, dayroom,
outdoor terrace, and administrative
offices. Most importantly, it incorporates
the latest Hot Zone principles to support
the decontamination of personnel and
equipment after operational events.

The firm did explore renovation
and addition options for the existing
Philomont station and found them
doable. Their focus, however, shifted to
designing a new station on the Horse
Show Grounds. At several community
meetings, it became evident that the

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

KOHLER. GENERAC

IN POWER. SINCE 1920.

m Ascﬂ 'IEg%%BIogies@

Quality Generators Since 1927

decision makers wanted their new build-
ing at the location on the seven-acre
property—this despite overwhelming
community input to the contrary.

Each presentation for the new sta-
tion on the Horse Show Grounds met
with requests by members of the Philo-
mont community for a renovation study.
To no avail.

Finally, a group of Philomont resi-
dents enlisted a neighbor and highly
qualified architect, Bill Ridge, to design a
renovation of the existing station on its
2.2 acres. Ridge, who earned his bache-
lor’s degree at Stanford University and
his master’s in architecture at Harvard
University Graduate School of Design,
served as senior lead architect and chief
of Architecture, Engineering and Asset
Management at the EPA for more than
30 years.

He developed two plans for renova-
tion. He submitted them to Loudoun
County Fire & Rescue Chief Keith John-
son. They were also reviewed by FGM
Architects and by Scott Worrest, then
acting deputy director of Loudoun’s
Department of Transportation and Cap-
ital Infrastructure. Worrest discussed
the designs briefly with Ridge, and FGM
Architects had no questions.

Instead of Worrest and FGM Archi-
tects going back to Ridge for follow-ups
and more details, they bypassed him and
prepared the second feasibility study.

FGM Architects hired a company to
estimate the project. These cost esti-
mates are on top of contractor price
estimates, including 20 percent added
to design cost, 22.59 percent added to
cost escalation, 5 percent added to the
estimated contractor’s fee, 2.5 percent
added for insurance and bond increases,
and itemized general conditions.

With such high estimates based on
insufficient detail, Ridge’s bottom line
ballooned. His two renovation designs
measure 20,624 and 23,769 square feet
and cost $22,749,138 and $24,018,161
respectively. For the smaller project,
take away the $12,441,756 in additional
estimates over contractor price, and the
price is closer to $10,300.000.

The new station design at the Horse
Show Grounds is 18,500 square feet; it
was estimated in 2020 at over $20 mil-
lion. The proposed new firehouse con-
struction in the Rural Historic Village of
Philomont disregards the county’s 2019
Comprehensive Plan for the Rural Policy
Area, as it is not compatible with sur-
rounding smaller historic structures now
under the Virginia Historic Landmark
Register and pending for the National
Register for Historic Districts. Philo-
mont is also in the Village Conservation
Overlay District.

If a new fire station were to be built
at the Horse Show Grounds, which is on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »
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CANBY ROAD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sent an email to residents of Canby Road on August 30
announcing that he is removing the road from the Sec-
ondary Road Six-Year Plan and the agenda of the Sep-
tember 13 BOS meeting.

The decision came shortly after the community pre-
sented a neighborhood survey to the BOS which showed
that 65% of residents were anti-paving. 11% abstained,
12% were not contacted and 12% favored paving.

“Once you pave a road and change something, it’s
changed forever,” Randall said. “So it’s really import-
ant that if we make these changes to rural and historic
places that we darn sure better know that we’re doing
it because we absolutely have to for life, health, safety,
and not just for convenience.”

The road, which meets East Colonial Highway and
Harmony Church Road on either side, already has paved
segments at each end. The paving proposal outlined
intentions to extend the paved portion by 300 feet on
the East Colonial Highway side — just past a develop-
ment called Longview Crest Place — with an estimated
cost of $300,000.

Despite Canby Road having been part of the Six-Year
Plan since May 12, 2021, locals were not formally made
aware that their road might be paved.

On December 13, 2022, Longview Crest Place resident
Jarrad Smith sent an email to Kershner requesting that a
portion of Canby Road be considered for paving. Smith
cited safety concerns among the citizens of Longview
Crest Place.

“I am familiar with Canby Road and the state of the
road in general. I was able to add it to the Six-Year Rural
Road plan last year,” Kershner responded, referring to
the public hearing on June 15, 2022.

On January 3, following an email chain discussion

between Kershner, Smith and other Longview Crest
Place residents, Kershner wrote, “Maintenance is not
a solution and at this point I need best suggestions to
remedy this situation as soon as possible.”

The Loudoun County Department of Transporta-
tion and Capital Infrastructure administered a poll to
12 homes in Longview Crest Place, where all surveyed
residents responded favorably to paving. The president
of the Longview Crest Place Homeowners Association,
whose home is on Canby Road across from the neigh-
borhood, was left out of the survey.

Canby Road as a whole has approximately 120 homes,
which, unless located in Longview Crest Place, were not
formally surveyed by the county despite the fact that
they live on the road.

Informed by word-of-mouth and informal emails
that the issue was to be discussed again at the July 12
BOS public hearing, various locals of differing opinions
showed up to share their perspective.

Many expressed dissatisfaction that they were not
notified by Kershner or otherwise of the potential pav-
ing. However, aside from frustrations over the commu-
nication towards locals, citizens along Canby Road took
the opportunity to share why or why not they think
their road should be hard-surfaced.

Resident Chris Fennell said that the process has not
been transparent, noting that paving is “not reversible.”

“We moved to Canby Road to cherish the environ-
ment,” Fennell said. “Not change it.”

Some characterized constant potholes of the current
gravel road as a hazard, while others believed that they
benefit the community by slowing down traffic.

“I understand that everybody’s focused right now on
the potholes slowing cars down, but I want to call atten-
tion to the fact that ... a significant amount of residents

have school-aged children,” Smith said, explaining that
a hard-surfaced road in front of Longview Crest Place
would be safer for their kids.

Smith went on to recall witnessing cars swerving and
driving on the wrong side of the road or into the grass to
avoid potentially dangerous spots.

Many attested that the Virginia Department of
Transportation completes upkeep and sends trucks to
re-gravel Canby Road year-round, but Smith believes
that the road is not repaired “as timely as everyone
thinks.”

“I think the county’s been very responsible about
making repairs to that road, but the issues are signif-
icant,” another resident, Lori Campbell, said. “It’s not
just a couple potholes. I think that there are huge safety
concerns at this point.”

On March 26, Mitch Diamond, active member of the
Rural Roads Committee, informed the email chain con-
taining Kershner, Smith and others that he drove the
length of Canby Road and saw very few small potholes.

“For the vast majority of the drive the road seemed to
be level and normal and fully drivable,” Diamond wrote.

In addition to talking about potholes during the hear-
ing, those who were pro-paving also said that a gravel
or dirt road causes their vehicles to become dirty much
faster, which is inconvenient and costly to keep up with.

When sharing her thoughts, Chair Phyllis Randall
(D-At Large) compared some speakers to those who
move into a house nearby Dulles International Airport
and then complain about the airplane noise.

“Most people, when they move in, they don’t move in
with the promise that their road is going to be paved,”
Randall said.

Rural roads are a part of the charm and history of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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CANBY ROAD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

rural Loudoun County, according to Randall. Her general
support of gravel roads was echoed by many Canby Road
locals.

“I don’t believe the paving should extend even one
foot, much less all the way down the road,” Citizen Pete
Barker said. “I don’t favor turning the neighborhood into
a classic suburban.”

Along Canby Road live various equestrians and their
horses, dog owners, parents with children, bicyclists and
joggers who appreciate the ability to walk down their
road knowing that they can hear any vehicle coming and
that cars will go slower driving down gravel.

“We are on Canby Road every day ... We walk our dog
there and I will say that those potholes, which a lot of
people have complained about, are a godsend,” Canby
Road resident Robert Meeks said. “This is what stops
more people coming down those roads.”

Robert Muller, who lives where the asphalt ends and
the gravel begins, shared a similar sentiment to Meeks.
He described the potholes as a “saving grace” to pre-
vent speeding and cut-through traffic when Route 7 gets
backed up during rush hour or due to an accident.

“This paving plan will just move those potholes 300
feet further down and I’'m not sure that’s the best con-
ception of this,” Meeks said.

During the public hearing, Supervisor Michael Turner
(D-Ashburn) pointed out that there are certain prerequi-
site criteria to approve a rural rustic road for paving, the
final one being that “the citizens along the road should
support the improvement.”

Later, Supervisor Tony Buffington (R-Blue Ridge) made
a motion that, in the future, staff should be directed to
formally poll all residents and present the results to the
BOS. The motion passed 9-0.

LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS
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limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM.

On August 16, the community held a
meeting with Kershner in attendance
where the details of the plan were dis-
cussed with Canby Road locals.

Of the estimated 35 meeting attend-
ees, four citizens of Longview Crest
Place announced their favoritism
towards the plan, reiterating reasons of
safety and convenience in advocacy for
hard-surfacing.

Addressing concerns about children
being harmed by potholes near bus
stops, one resident introduced herself as
a former bus driver and explained that
Loudoun County bus drivers or parents
can easily complete a report of road con-
dition safety if they notice substantial

danger for minors.

Others who spoke up during the meet-
ing expressed their desire to leave Canby
Road gravel and for VDOT to continue
routine maintenance.

Though much recent contention has
been over Canby Road specifically, the
Secondary Road Six-Year Plan outlines
a construction program to hard-surface
not only Canby Road, but also segments
of Goshen Road, Hogback Mountain
Road, John Wolford Road and Old Wheat-
land Road.

“With a lot of our rural rustic roads,
the road itself is historic, so we have to
be really careful what we do and how we
do it,” Randall said.
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CANDIDATE: REED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

some zoning changes and would also
need to be annexed into the Town of
Purcellville for the purpose of having
access to water and sewer infrastructure.
It is my understanding that supplying
this service costs the town more than it
receives from developers’ tap fees. This
is obviously unsustainable. Likewise,
since we are already near the capacity of
our fresh water supply, we would likely
have to seek costly alternative sources
of water, in order to service any newly
annexed properties of this size.

One of the stated goals of the Kuhn plan
is to move businesses out of the center of
town and into the proposed industrial
park. This goal does not align with either

the County or the Town’s Comprehensive
Plans, which reflect the vision of the citi-
zens. Likewise, due to the potential scale
of this development, there would be less
ability for the town to regulate future
land use in the surrounding area.
Therefore, I would not support the
current proposal for annexation of the
Kuhn property, as it would unnecessar-
ily expand the borders of the Town, as
well as assume additional costs and risk.
Alternatively, I would support a small-
scale version of the Kuhn plan of relo-
cating businesses to a more conducive
location, perhaps utilizing potential infill
areas already available within the town.

BRL: How would you keep utility rate
increases to a minimum?

Chris Reed: The town water system is
budgeted as an enterprise utility fund,
designed to be self-sustaining, with
the cost of operation and maintenance
(O&M) equal to the income from user
fees. It is to be funded by our water bill
payments, not our taxes. In actuality,
the town water rate currently fluctu-
ates, based on the cost of servicing our
inherited debt for construction of the
wastewater treatment plant and based
on O&M costs associated with running
the plant. Since large payments on this
debt are coming due in the near future,
we will likely see substantial increases
in the cost of our water, unless we find
alternative sources of revenue and prac-
tice fiscal restraint.

First, I will remain open-minded and

* Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk &

seek out additional recurring revenue
streams, like cell tower rentals, as well
as new and creative, one-time revenue
opportunities, like the nutrient credit
program at the town’s Aberdeen prop-
erty, which generated almost $1 million.

Second, I will consider keeping the
town’s cash reserves at a level that
maintains the fiscal balance of the sys-
tem without maintaining an excess. The
excess cash could be used to pay down
the debt.

Third, I would continue to be cautious
toward unnecessarily annexing prop-
erties into the town, which would incur
costs associated with supplying water
and sewer infrastructure to new devel-
opments, without resulting in a net-pos-
itive benefit to the town.

PHILOMONT FIREHOUSE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Snickersville Turnpike, it would require
turn lanes on this historic road.

Complicating the estimates is the
Philomont Volunteer Fire Department’s
ownership of the existing fire station, to
include its 2.2 acres, and the seven-acre
Horse Show Grounds.

A nonprofit corporation, the Volunteer
Fire Department wants to give the Horse
Show Grounds to the county—but only

if the county builds the big new fire-
house on it. The volunteer unit will not
give the existing firehouse and land to
the county. As Rick Pearsall, Philomont
Volunteer Fire Department board chair,
told Blue Ridge Supervisor Tony R. Buff-
ington (R) a few years ago, for Loudoun
County to buy the existing firehouse
property the cost would be upwards of
$2 million.

The Philomont community is still asking

for the renovation of the existing fire sta-
tion. They have submitted a petition with
451 signatures from Philomont residents
served by the fire department service
area. This petition was done by walking
and driving to neighborhood homes and
includes 10 percent from former Philo-
mont Fire Department volunteers.

Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis ]J.
Randall (D-At Large) toured the fire sta-
tion and the Horse Show Grounds on

Aug 31.

The plan to build the new station con-
tinues to move forward in the process
with the submission of Special Excep-
tion documents. Members of the public
can also provide input at these upcom-
ing meetings, tentatively scheduled
for the fall with Special Exceptions and
Commission Permits needed from both
the Planning Commission and the Board
of Supervisors.
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BUILDING A VISION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

development rights to other land par-
cels. We could fund that program with a
dedicated half-cent from Loudoun’s data
center personal property tax rate.

All this has been jeopardized, however,
by a proposed zoning amendment that
would affect our prime agricultural soils.
This amendment would carve off a per-
centage of each land parcel and forbid the
landowners from developing that part.

If preserved rural land is a golden egg,
this amendment would kill the goose
that lays them. It would reduce the value
of the land, which would discourage
landowners from using conservation
easements. Instead, it would incentiv-
ize them to sell to developers before
the amendment is passed. And unlike
conservation easements, its protections
could be undone by a later Board.

Support Our Rural Economy

To support Loudoun’s diverse rural
economy, I’ve worked to increase our local
food production, improve our agricultural
education, and develop infrastructure for
our equine industry. I’ve also pushed to
establish a Department of Agriculture for
Loudoun, and to have us build an equine
and agricultural event center.

I’'ve worked extensively with LCPS,
the Joint School Board, and the Virginia
Cooperative Extension to integrate agri-
cultural education and rural workforce
development into our schools. That
includes expanding Futures Farmers of
America into more schools, and support-
ing the New Ag School and Think Out-
side mentoring programs.

Fix Broadband and Roads

To help with our county’s broadband
woes, I introduced an Emergency Broad-
band Initiative in 2020. Part of it grew
into a $74 million fiber-to-the-home
expansion project, which we funded with
a public-private partnership and grants,

not local tax dollars. When that project
comes online in summer 2024, it will
bring broadband to 8,860 underserved
homes.

My staff and I have also relentlessly
monitored and promoted vital road proj-
ects. We accelerated the Route 15 North
widening project to start in spring 2024,
secured funding for the Spinks Ferry
Roundabout, and kept safety improve-
ments moving for Route 9 and Route
15 South, including the Route 9/287
roundabout.

Protect Our Communities

To help our towns and villages fix
issues while preserving their charm, I
got the Lucketts Small Area plan added
to the county’s Zoning Work Plan. As
Catoctin now includes Bluemont, Hills-
boro, Philomont, Purcellville, and Round
Hill, 'm pursuing Small Area Plans for
them too.

I also introduced and passed the Pre-
serving the Landmark Waterford infra-
structure project, got the Waterford/
Paeonian Springs Water and Wastewater
Project moving, and opened the Lovetts-
ville Community Center and Lovettsville
Park. My office rescued the Lucketts
Ruritans Recycling program, and kept
the original Lucketts fire station from
being abandoned after the new firehouse
was built.

Finally, I’'ve opposed this Board’s
increased tax rate every year, because our
families need more power over their own
money, not less. And I fought the attempt
to replace our elected Sheriff’s Office with
a county-controlled police force, because
our residents deserve more of a say in
their government, not less.

I’'m proud of what my office has accom-
plished this term. I hope you believe in
my vision as much as I do, and that you’ll
give me the honor of serving as your
Catoctin District Supervisor for another
four years.

DAWN TO DUSK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

bring out the telescopes for special sky
watching programs that can be a lot of
fun for kids and adults alike.

Take the Special Exception off the
table.

As the meeting closed, Torpy laid out
the next step—a meeting to unveil how
the ideas could take shape on the land.

Torpy also gave the crowd a heads-up
about the park’s tennis courts. “I know
I’'ve got some credibility issues with
this group here tonight, but I want to
tell you that the courts are on the rota-
tion for renovation. So, you’ll probably
see that happening within the next 10
days.”

Randall summarized her takeaways.
“What I heard at almost every table was

that because the park was not being
maintained, the park was not being
used, and then the county says, ‘Oh, the
park is not being used, so now let’s do
something with it.””

She went on to explain how the park
work could get on a faster track with a
Board Member Initiative. County staff
can start putting money toward it, like
maintaining the park right now and not
six years out in the Capital Improve-
ment Program. “I think we have a gor-
geous property over there,” Randall
said, “and we shouldn’t wait to main-
tainit.”

Littleton closed the meeting with
the news that another meeting will be
scheduled in a few weeks. “When you
guys get the date set,” he told Torpy,
“we will get the word out to everybody.”
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VOTER’S CHOICE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

prime farming soils from residential
development is a clear example. A pow-
erful local investor and landowner has
threatened the County that, if it takes
any action to preserve farmland, he will
take his business elsewhere.

His associates argue that septic
fields are a “higher and better” use
of Loudoun’s fertile farm soils than
farming itself. These individuals, who
disguise themselves as “conservation-
ists,” have intimidated County officials
and succeeded in delaying and possi-
bly gutting the whole effort.

Another reason is that some super-
visors don’t acknowledge or take
responsibility for the consequences of
their decisions. They make heartfelt
proclamations about the importance
of preserving rural areas and seem
to believe that simply mouthing the
words will matter. They say they “have
not approved a single new home” in
the rural area, without mentioning
that, in fact, 900 more homes were
built there during their current tenure.

In a single five-minute statement
last June, my opponent first announced
that he didn’t want to build any more
homes — but then personally inter-
vened to ensure that a subdivision
on Fleetwood Road will be expanded
from 29 to 246 houses. He stuck to
this position despite the protests of

his colleagues, Supervisors Buffington
and Letourneau, who described it as
“the definition of insanity.”
Describing himself to his constitu-
ents as another “conservationist,” my
opponent does not advertise that he
appointed a real estate developer to
the County’s Planning Commission
or that his Commissioner has recently
proposed to fill up the remaining
open spaces in Loudoun’s “Transi-
tion Policy Area” with thousands
more houses. Both gentlemen seem to
assume that County taxpayers will be
happy to spend the billions that would
be needed to build more roads and
schools for a large new population.

The residents of our towns and vil-

lages are also affected. For example:

» The County continues to push
for a high-speed “northern
collector” road through quiet
neighborhoods in Purcellville
— despite the Town Council’s
repeated requests to remove it
from the County’s transportation
plan.

« In an unpublicized midnight vote,
the Board of Supervisors decided
to spend $7 million to buy
farmland outside of Purcellville
appraised at $2 million to build
arecreation center and other
facilities — when it already owned
land within the town that was

enerator g
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more suitable.

« Ignoring the Philomont
community’s wishes, the County
insists that it needs to put an
oversized $20 million new fire
and rescue station on the village’s
historic horse grounds — when
the current station gets less than
one call a day.

» My opponent rejected a $14
million traffic congestion relief
plan for Lucketts, which VDOT
offered to pay for, in favor of a
$55 million bypass that County
taxpayers will have to pay for.
The bypass would go through 400
acres of land owned by out-of-
area land speculators, on which
developers have proposed to
build a large new subdivision.

In our democracy, local voters
should decide what is best for our area.
In this year’s election, we have a clear
choice. Voters can choose either the
status quo, which leads to more devel-
opment, more traffic, and fewer farms
— or they can vote for smarter growth
and protection of the communities
and countryside we all love.

If you think it’s time to stand up to
the developers and finally take some
real action to maintain the character
and charm of western Loudoun, then I
ask for your vote on November 7.

THIRD ANNUAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Purcellville will be held Oct. 2-8.

Businesses with a current Town of Purcell-
ville business license and non-profit orga-
nizations located within the incorporated
limits are welcome to register online for
free. The deadline to register is Sept. 16.

Businesses and organizations that partic-
ipate in Celebrate Purcellville will be listed
on the Celebrate Purcellville page of the
Town web site and in the Celebrate Purcell-
ville passport. Residents and visitors will
take their passports to participating busi-
nesses/organizations to get a sticker. During
the event finale on Oct. 8, Celebrate Purcell-
ville Passports with a minimum number of
stickers can be turned in for a chance to win
prizes.

The Celebrate Purcellville Finale will
take place on Sunday, Oct. 8 from 12-5
p.m. in Dillon’s Woods. There will be live
music, games, facepainting, local busi-
nesses/organizations, and food and drink.
People who participated in the Celebrate
Purcellville passport program may turn in
their booklets during the finale for a chance
to win prizes donated by local businesses
and organizations.

Businesses and organizations may spon-
sor Celebrate Purcellville to get additional
recognition. For more information about
how to sponsor and/or how to participate in
Celebrate Purcellville, visit www.purcellvil-
leva.gov/997/Celebrate-Purcellville.
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DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Academic ventures can be a help-
ful way to process change. Consider
enrolling in a course, attending
workshops, or even pursuing a new
degree. It’s never too late to learn.

SHOFE AND SUFFORI LYCALBUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

RE/MAX

The nest may seem empty now, but
it’s brimming with potential. And,
while you may be struggling to find
purpose as a parent, remember that
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many ways, the journey has only just
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in adulthood.

“There are two lasting bequests we
can give our children. One is roots. The
other is wings.” — Hodding Carter, Jr.

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr.
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Mentoring is also a great way to
shift perspective and to find purpose
again. With years of experience, you
can offer guidance to youngsters.

begun. Your children will always need
you,; the only change is that they will
need you differently as they become
more autonomous and independent

Mike” is a clinical Psychologist in
private practice. He can be reached at
703-723-2999, and is located at 44095
Pipeline Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

20TH ANNIVERSARY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

together and have fun. It’s always exciting to
find fabulous treasures from vendors and local
businesses.”

Sign up at PurcellvilleVaTagSale.com.
The first 40 to sign up will be listed on the
printed map. But no worries — most everyone
who signs up will be listed on the website.

Redd said, “After the huge turnout from last
year, I am really looking forward to this year’s
Tag Sale, and I enjoy seeing all the vendors
throughout town. I also want to sincerely thank
our sponsors, Abernethy and Spencer Green-
houses, and Bank of Clarke County — two amaz-
ing pillars in our community. Without their
generous sponsorship, this event would not be
able to continue.”

“We recently received a grant from Loudoun
County that will be used to help promote this
successful event even further,” said Redd. “A
lot of people look at the Tag Sale as a one-day
event, but the long-term benefits to the Town
of Purcellville are undeniable. The Tag Sale is
an opportunity for out-of-towners to get intro-
duced to our local businesses, and they do
return.”

Said Redd, “The reality is the Tag Sale is really
the kick off for the fall and winter shopping sea-
sons. People are looking for gift ideas, seasonal
clothing options, home décor that reflects the
changing weather, and more.

Text Silas at 540 751-8252 with questions or
email him at ShopAtNostalgia@gmail.com. It’s
time to get your “stuff” ready to sell at Purcell-
ville Tag Sale, Saturday, Oct. 7 - rain or shine.

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

traffic and worsen the speeding problem. That’s common sense
and also a point made by the Federal Highway Administration.

Several citizens fronting on Old Wheatland have put up poi-
gnant “Slow Down” signs along the road. I feel their pain and
so should every Supervisor.

Proponents of paving always claim that paved roads are
safer than unpaved roads. Local facts show that this is wrong
and purposefully misleading.

Routes 704, Hamiliton Station, and 698, Old Wheatland,
both run from Waterford west to Route 9. I studied a VDOT
tool showing crash data. Going back a few years, unpaved Old
Wheatland shows only four crashes, while paved Hamilton
Station Road had 22.

It’s an easy conclusion: Paving brings more traffic, faster
speeds and more accidents. Don’t pave Old Wheatland.

A Historic Tapestry

Our network of unpaved roads is a key part of the county’s
identity and is an asset appreciated by every resident of the
county. Think of these roads as a tapestry, and paving a road
here and a road there is akin to nibbling away at that tapes-
try, a few threads at a time until the tapestry disappears. If we
lose our unpaved road network, we lose something that makes
Loudoun unique.

That tapestry of unpaved roads is a countywide asset and
deserves thoughtful voting by the entire Board, individually
and collectively. Paving these roads is not a district-only issue.
These historic roads belong to all Loudoun citizens, and on
issues affecting these byways, every Supervisor has a respon-
sibility to care for them.

In developing millions of square feet of office buildings for an
Atlanta firm, Charles Houston never had to pave a single gravel
road. He lives on an unpaved road where traffic is slow and safe.

MIKE SANDERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

go forth making good contributions to the world. “I
always tell young people ... gravitate to your individ-
uality. You were given skills and wonderful gifts, and
you want to use them. If you go out there like this
[narrows hands to the sides of his head like blinders]
rather than like this [widens hands for an expansive

view], you’re doing yourself a disservice.”

COME TO THE 53RD ANNUAL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

offer a special exhibit, and be on the look-out for delights
throughout the entire village. Fun for the whole family.

The Fair is set throughout the historic village of Blue-
mont in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in
western Loudoun County, Virginia. No Pets. General
admission is $10, aged 9 and under free, and free parking.

For more information go to www.bluemontfair.org, or
call 540.554.2367.

information about Virginia’s Fair Housing Law, or to file
a Fair Housing complaint, call the Virginia Fair Housing
Office at 804.376.8530; toll-free 888.551.3247; for the

hearing impaired: 804.527.4290; email — fair housing@ —
dporvirginia.gov; web: www.fairhousingvipnet.org. SPRGRTUNITY

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

had driven almost nonstop, after leaving my home
state of Minnesota, with the ink still wet on a
broadcasting certificate and the promise of a job
as news director at the local radio station— WAGE
AM 1200.

On my way through downtown Leesburg, I dis-
tinctly recall passing by the iconic little building
known as the Log Cabin, on the same block as the
Town Hall and parking garage. I was destined to
get to know these grounds and the people that
walked them in the upcoming weeks, months, and
years; that first day, though, everything was new
to my senses.

And it met my pleasantly surprised approval; I
knew no one in the area, and this being prior to
ubiquitous instant communications, I’d had lit-
tle to go by for gaining familiarity, other than a
few local papers sent to me by those at the radio
station.

Now, it would be a few years until I’d even meet
(now the late) Mervin Jackson; he was at that time
serving the Town Government on the Leesburg
Planning Commission and the Board of Archi-
tectural Review—earning his daily bread with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Our lives con-
tinued: Mervin went on to serve on Council, and
I covered every meeting they had for 10 straight
years.

But life is anything but predictable and stable.
The radio station evaporated, and I went on to earn
my keep with the U.S. Postal Service. We would
lose Mervin Jackson in the Year 2009; the Town
Council created the park in his name a half-dozen
years after his passing. It’s right there—adjacent
to the Log Cabin—on Loudoun Street, next to the
Town Hall.

The last time I visited, I felt a great sense of com-
fort, and seemed to gain an assurance that all was
well in hand—much as I did all those year ago, sit-
ting in Council Chambers as the Members would
gather to conduct business, and Mervin would
enter the room, and you’d smile, because he made
you feel that way, and things would get started.
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SHOP AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

REAMBX v
Executives “Qur Team Assures
Your Success” a3 P ————
] Selling Seven West
703-431-4192
M Y LYME_EJ@CABE JanetEmma@LNF.com
!- ! ) . - 4 ! LcngandFoster com/JanetEmmaGarbe
& FOSTER
WILSON TEAM SAMSON
540 338-6300 703 771-1110 :e‘_“%\_’*—
www.sherrywilson.com Proud SPONSOR Buchanan Hall Farmers Market STAGE! "o,y
Lynne McCabe Team
- = Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
Tax Resolution Services Phone: 571-242-0232
Tax Season is almost here lynne @lynnemccabeteam.com
acclrate We Are The Key To Solving ) ]
et i Your IRS Debts g

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Market
Properties

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com Lovestoryhomes.com
170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

See Our Ad on the Back Cover'
=PM_OnThe Market..with sam

* Bobcat Services * Sam Fisher
Luckerts EXCAVATING, INC.  Beeval Detv Renats & Principal Broker Realtor®
703-443-0039 @RAMHALL TRUCKING Phone: 703-408-4261

onthemarkeththsam@gmazl com

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation & Repairs ___540-822-9011
. . T + STONE DUST &« MULCH « TOPSOIL « SAND &
Pond Installation & Repalrs,-" Rldmg Arenas + LIGHT GRADING « GRAVELING =

I_ﬂ.nd CI'Eﬂring & Grﬂdingf REfﬂjning Wﬂlls » DRAINAGE SOLUTITONS « BACKHOE WORK «

Pad Sites / Drainage / Lot Clean-up cfﬁzi?yﬁﬁf Llf_r)?q.[;) .

www.bramhalltrucking.com

www.luckettsexcavating.com

, . LINDA CULBERT
Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance JEALTOR _.
1M |'1|.n.'|:||vij.I\|.'BEri{:|.I|.'“a1.' Dirive I H O u Se C a I IS

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding.
This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

Contracting LLC

Cell: 703-431-1724

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing, Elulu.ctjl-!:l::lf:::z::il-:ljlri':[rr.lmm From the
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush LindaCulbert.com .
= design stage of

Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner (703)-727-9826 _ —REALESTATE
Licensed & Insured flynnslawnmaintenance@gmail.com EiE A= or room addition, to
the finished product
REDUCE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL UP TO 100% Ccommercial and Residential We Come To You. all in one company.

SAME DAY  you do ke what we did, tell your frends
Property Tax C - COMPUTER ’

Guaranteed Return on
: REPA'R Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

] ] 5 T Investment  -wmms -
NOV/A Premier Computer Repairs ~ SERVICE : 703-932-2898
SL s : !’.@] Nigel Preece AVAILABLE www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
571.209.8250 | info@PremierComputerRepairs.com &\ Va. Class A License #2705170117

www.premiercomputerrepairs.com

&
Erie mia Clark

« Bonded, Insured

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.
: T NS¢ nsurance ww ydiaseldoudoun.com
> i - ! Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
ARIIIR_IFAN T Darin Treakle LONG & FOSTER

QUALITY STEEL REAL ESTATE

Auto + Home - Business - Life

571-505-5565 « WWW. AQSCONTRACTING COM 8363 W Main St. PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000 Long & Foster Realtors®
: ) ’ 1008 Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Bathrooms | Decks Structural Repairs Licensed 540-364-1853 « Fax 540-364-4210
Eiatzﬁr::snts Additions |Interior/Exterior Home Repairs g‘:ﬁég‘é darin@treakleinsurance.com
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SHOPAND SUPPORT LOCAL'BUSINESS O\

MARY WISKER
REALTOR®, ABR/SFR
Multi=Million Dollar Producer
Licensed in VA & 1M
508 E. Markel 54,
Leesburg VA 20176
Cell: T03-577-6015
Oifice: TO3-777-29H0
Mary. Wiskera LNF.com
www MMaryWisker.com

CURIET IS

:
K

—Aitia

WNERS

Mowing

Fertilizing

Aerating

Seeding

Spring & Fall Cleanup

GRASS«ORKS

Brian W. Ebelhare
703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Mulching

Leaf Removal

Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

& Specializing in
Residential
Interior Painting

b ¢ Pressure Washmg

¢ Drywall Repairs

¢ Wallpaper Removal
4 Deck Staining/Sealing

Joel Welter
Owner
540-338-8091
Round Hill, VA

Serving the Loudoun
County area since 1983

Q)
BBB

'@
A RATING

Licensed ¢ Insured ¢ References ¢ Free Estimates

www.custompainters.biz
joel@custompainters.biz

s Experts For Over;30)Years
Famllv Owneéd & Operated

540-533-8092

Call Brian) Tmlavl

A COMPLETE TREE AND LANDSCAPE COM
Gradling - Masonry - Patios - Retaining / Stone Walls - Lot Cleaning -

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care
Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158
virginiapets@comcast.net
yourvirginiapetsrmypets.com
Fully Insured, Bonded and Licensed

LOUDOUN COUNTY
+ MILLING ¥
Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!
HAY.STRAW: FENCING

ww Bulk MulcheTop Soil « Sands » Gravels H—’E‘:’
E, Landscaping Stene » Erasion Control N i
“ Mut Cl.ll'l'!l‘ﬂ. e, TARTER

T 540-338-716]1 Pouncann

www.loudounmillingfeeds.com

AND NEIGRBOKRS

MIDDLEBURG ATOKA
REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES

Call Marcy for your Real Estate needs
Full-Time, Local Experience since 1993

e L

MARCY
CANTATORE

Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WY
540-533-7453
www . MarcyC.com

MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore Instagram@MarcyCSells

a Atoka Properties 115 N 21st 5t Purcellville, VA 20132 .

North’s Custom Masonry

ol 1' 1
“wFire ts Flreplacesi*. o i #"Retainingand
olumns ns | e "'i"""-Decoratlve Walls,

—Stonework

i Re_pomtmg Brick

Frge Estimates - Llcensed & Insured - Angle’s List Member - Memher BBB

SPRINGDALE VILLAGE INN

BED AND BEREAKFAST - EVENTS CENTER
ClRca 1832

WWW.SPRINDALEVILLAGEINN.COM
SPRINGDALEVABGMAIL.COM

18348 LincoLN ROAD
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132
540-751-8686
TEXT 540-550-2010 0r 651-271-3689

VETERANS LLC LAND RESCUE

LOVETTSVILLE, VA

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED
VA, MD, WV

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

703-718-6789
MAJOR@VETERANSLLC.US
WWW.VETERANSLLC.US

B.R.MIDDLETON
| | | [CONCRETE

50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

- DRIVEWAYS - EXPOSED AGGREGATE
-« PATIOS - FOOTINGS - SLABS

« STAMPED CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS

Free Estimates « PatMiddleton@comcast.net
Ph: 703-437-3822 - Cell: 703-795-5621

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Busl‘:ogs
Blade S[’larpcmng & Maintenance
ol Changcs | Greasmg! RePalrs

Sharl:) Blades

1
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com
604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

=

=

Abernethy & Spencer Greenhouse
Luudwun County’s Oldest Greenhouse

4 Specializing in Native and Local Gardening
Green & Eco-friendly

iy Plants, Trees & Shrubs

e i ; : Pottery, Gloves, Tools & Statuary
ek Flowering Pots & Gifts

Il J% ST www.abernethyspencer.com
*“).-:ﬂ,{ (5400 3389118 « info abernethyspencer.com

]H[J?E Lincoln Rd. / Maple Ave. » Purcellville, VA 20132

Mark Malan 30 Years of Experience
(540) 751-8456 Licensed/Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference

Gravel Driveway/Road Installation, Maintenance & Repair - Excavating - Bridges
Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up
www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

Customized Special Cleaning Everytime!

SPECIAL
CLEANING
SERVICE

Weekly « Bi-weekly « Monthly or Just One Time!
FREE ESTIMATES - GREAT REFERENCES!
Call Maria Today!
7103.477.1228

%@'

CallMariaToday@gmail.com




SEPTEMBER 2023 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM 31

WiLoWoob

LANDSCALWPE




OnThe Market..with sam

Please Call Sam: 703-408-4261

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

| BN
The Bungalow

Ay

=[lgzl

= —_— =1 .
. _Lovettsville- Move In Ready! Best price for New

P : 0. ]

= e

¥ _1bedroom cottage with Shenandoah River

. 2 Bedroo home w/ Wood Floors, Wood Sto,

access. Immaculate and charming interior! Rear yard
and patio. Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $299,900.

ffpdated Kitchen & Bath, Rec room & Shenandoah
River access! Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $424,900.

Construction in Loudoun County. Stunning 5 bed/5
bath home w/ Open Concept Kitchen, Morning Room
& Family Room. NO HOA! $959,900.

. T

15197 Carver Court, Waterford, VA. Hampton
Model w/ Conservatory on 3.5 acres w/ Mountain
Views. Listed for $1,500,000 in Waterford Ridge.

| CNeS

Selling Homes in Western Loudoun since 1996

Sam Fisher, Realtor®
Principal Broker and Owner of On The Market Properties

703-408-4261 | onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Just Listed

4 g - P [t .
7 _Close to MARC TRAIN. No HOA! Pristine home
with gorgeous new kitchen, new primary and hall
baths, new carpet, tile and paint. 3 finished levels,

3 acres with mountain & pastoral views. $715,000.

Sold by Curt

7 41590 Bostonian Pl, Aldie, VA. Pool & Sunset
views backing to common area. Three finished levels
in the Kirkpatrick Farms Neighborhood.

_# 23124 Watson Rd, Leesburg, VA. Fantastic
country residence on 3 acres w/ Mountain Views and
stocked pond!

# _ 14336 Rehobeth Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA.
16.49 acres. SAND & STONE RIDING ARENA. Updated
brick home. Red centre aisle barn and pool! ‘

OnThe Market Properties

Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
5 Curt Schaber, Realtor®

Faw =

= -i Marci Huber, Realtor®
224 Eleanor F Schlosser, Associate Broker

OnThe
Market,
Properties

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA
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