
Since 1984DECEMBER 2023 www.blueridgeleader.com blueridgeleader

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

Digging has started at the Compass 
Creek retail center in Leesburg for what 
will become over the next two years two 
data centers located between the Ion 
International Training Center and the 
existing Microsoft campus.

One 387,300-square-foot data cen-
ter and a second building with 222,000 
square feet for data center and office 

space use will be built north of the two 
existing Microsoft data centers - known 
as IAD01-1 and IAD01-2, which were 
built between 2019-2021. 

The new, two-story data centers will 
sit directly across from Walmart and 
the Leesburg Executive Airport. STACK 
Infrastructure is building the data cen-
ters and has not disclosed who the user 
will be, though there are Microsoft 

references in County site plans. Con-
struction on the first of the two data 
centers is expected to be completed by 
late 2024. 

In March, the Leesburg Town Council 
approved an agreement to provide water 
and sewer service to the data centers. 
“We have the available capacity in our 
utility system to serve more data center 
development and consider 

the data center industry an evolving 
part of our business community,” said 
Leesburg Mayor Kelly Burk in an email.

However, the utility service would 
only be used for office-type use and not 
incorporated into the data center cool-
ing systems, the Town Council deter-
mined during a March meeting to review 
utility service and expansion needs.

Meanwhile, TA Realty, a Boston-based 
real estate investment firm, announced 
last month that it has signed a lease 
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BY AUDREY CARPENTER

A group composed of more than 20 
environmental, conservation, historic 
preservation, and climate advocacy 
groups, as well as community represen-
tatives and neighborhoods across the 
state, have formed a coalition calling for 
industry-wide data center reform.

The Virginia Data Center Reform Coa-
lition will hold its first press conference 
Friday, Dec. 1 at 11 a.m., at the Clear-
brook Center for the Arts, 2230 Tacketts 
Mill Dr. B, Lake Ridge in Prince Wil-
liam County. The coalition says it will 
demand accountability from the data 
center industry and share community 

impacts from this type of development.
Cindy Sabato with the Piedmont Envi-

ronmental Council wrote in an email, 
“The data center industry explosion 
in Virginia is bringing with it unprec-
edented energy infrastructure and 
other needs that will have far-reaching, 

New coalition forms to demand 
change to data center industry

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »

Leesburg becomes hub for data centers

“So very happy we switched to Hunt Country. 
My only regret is that we didn’t do it sooner. 
How much money we would have saved.”

—Caroline T.

“The Hunt Country staff is friendly, professional, 
knowledgeable and genuinely cared that I gave them 
my business. Their prices are consistently lower 
than their competitors.”                          —Ed, Leesburg

PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!PROPANE COSTS TOO MUCH!

Less • Local • Honest

This Winter is the Ideal Time to Make the Switch. 540-687-3608
huntcountrypropane.com

Ready for a hometown parade 
Dec.9? The Purcellville Parade 
starts at noon. Don’t leave right 
after, as there are many festivities 
afterwards, as well as shopping at 
your favorite stores and eating at 
your favorite places!

The Loudoun Valley Commu-
nity Center, located at 320 W 

School Street in Purcellville, is 
offering an ornament workshop 
starting at 1 p.m.

Don’t forget Santa will be at the 
Train Station from 2-5 p.m. and 
the address is 200 N 21st Street.

The Three Town Winter Get 
Down at Nostalgia Boutique 
in Purcellville, Elsass Home 

Furnishings 
in Round Hill and 
the Hamilton Mercantile 
in Hamilton event goes from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Nostalgia is located 
at 142 E Main Street.

A holiday market and LEGO 
display will be located at the 
Bush Tabernacle from 1-6 p.m.

Your hometown parade
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BY LIZ TENNEY JARVIS

Giving back to the community is 
known to enrich not only the recipient 
but to the giver as well. This is true of 
local businesses who form a deep con-
nection to their community and its 
citizens by donating, fundraising and 
helping out in any way they can. For 
the entire month of December, Pack Rat 
Hauling will be doing just that by donat-
ing a portion of their proceeds to the 
Purcellville Volunteer Fire Company.

Pack Rat Hauling, having been 
founded by local former firefighter 
Michael Scott, started this particular 
program last year when the Leesburg 
Fire Department received a percentage 
of their sales. Michael’s brother, Eric 
Scott, indicates that after the success of 
last year’s campaign, the decision was 
made to continue and improve on the 
fundraiser. 

Eric said, “This is something we want 
to keep doing every year, around this 
time, around the holiday season.” It’s 
a great time of year for cleaning out 
and hauling away items as most attics/
garages aren’t sweltering hot. The trend 
of downsizing and those preparing for 
the holidays also make this a bustling 
business time for the company in its 
three locations: Purcellville, Leesburg 
and Winchester.

The Scott family is locally focused 
and Eric emphasizes how they are pas-
sionate about giving back. Reflecting 
on the volunteer fire departments, Eric 
said, “Life is busy for everybody so for 
those people (fire department volun-
teers) to give time out of their day – time 
away from their families – to do that is 
really incredible.”  Eric states that it is 
therefore their honor to donate to a fire 
department at least once a year, year 
after year.

Michael O’Brien, Public Information 

Officer for the PVFC said, “The Purcell-
ville Volunteer Fire Company appre-
ciates the partnership with Pack Rat 
Hauling. PVFC is proudly celebrating 
our 100th year of service to the Purcell-
ville and surrounding communities. As 
a volunteer organization we are reliant 
on our members and always in need of 
additional volunteers. 

Their website is http://www.purcell-
villefire.org, for information on becom-
ing a member.

Volunteering has been important to 
the Scott family and they come by it nat-
urally as Eric speaks of his mother, Jane 
Burnett, always being a huge advocate of 
helping within the community. Burnett 
helped start Mary’s House of Hope and 
the first Tree of Life food pantry. Both 
of these being in Purcellville, the Scott 
children were right there helping with 
building, cleaning and helping their 
mother to pick up food donations from 
Giant.  

Eric indicates that Pack Rat Hauling 
is constantly looking to do what they 
can and where they can pitch in to help 
out. They recently partnered with Caseco 
in order to put a free new roof on a Pur-
cellville resident’s house. Eric says, “we 
donated the containers for that project 
and again, being born and raised here, 
we are really passionate about giving 
back to our community that supports us 
all year long.”  

The Pack Rat Hauling fundraiser will 
run from December 1-31, 2023 with 
$25 of the cost of every rented dump-
ster container going to the Purcellville 
Volunteer Fire Company. In addition to 
the donations, Pack Rat Hauling will be 
offering discounts and sales as indicated 
on their website. All of their services, 
packages and price information can be 
found online at PackRatHauling.com, or 
by calling 540-454-0415.

Contact us today at (540) 687-3608
or visit us online at huntcountrypropane.com

PO Box 309 Middleburg, VA 20118-0188
LC# MD HVACR 01-2278

Are you paying too
much for Propane?  
Call Hunt Country

Propane today!

WE’RE LOCAL. WE’RE LOCAL. 
WE’RE LESS. WE’RE LESS. 

WE’RE HONEST.WE’RE HONEST.
n We believe all customers should be paying the same 

low price for propane.
 No games. No hidden charges.
n Receive a FREE Propane Tank Safety Check.
n A 5-minute call could save you $1,000 or more! 
n We Sell and Install New 500 & 1,000 Gallon Tanks!

Pack Rat Hauling – Takes 
away and gives back

L to R: Michael O’Brien, Eric and Michael Scott.
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BY TIM JON 

The place appeared to be sleeping, the 
last time I visited. And that was fine, as 
I’d driven from my home in Leesburg 
that morning – coming up through the 
Town of Middleburg and then on a series 

of unpaved roads – pass-
ing through the small 
community of Bloomfield 
on the way. You see, Aus-
tin Grove United Method-
ist Church technically lies 
within the historic juris-

diction of Bluemont – which is centered 
even further to the west, literally at the 
side of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

If you’ve lived here for awhile, you get 
to know the territory. I had delivered 
mail to this address for a couple of years, 
off-and-on, prior to procuring my ‘own 
route’ based in and around Purcellville 
(hey, Faulkner wrote primarily about one 
rural county, so can I). 

The stops along Route 739 – Austin 
Grove Road – always seemed to lie sev-
eral miles beyond the end of the earth 

– this portion of the delivery following 
assignments on the heights of the Blue 
Ridge, and then more down in the val-
leys of either side. 

By the time I reached the little stone 
Church, I usually felt as if I’d been held 
upside down, shaken vigorously, and 
then thrown into a clothes dryer for a 
full cycle. If you’ve never had the plea-
sure of operating a Postal delivery truck, 
just imagine the most aggressive amuse-
ment park ride over a four-hour period. 
So, I was always happy to see this his-
toric house of worship, as if waiting to 
offer comfort, out in these hinterlands. 

After delivering the church mail, 
you’d retrace your way back down Aus-
tin Grove Road, hitting Ridgeside Road, 
Trappe Road, Greengarden – yikes, the 
list continues so far we don’t have time 
to go the whole way. Suffice it to say: 
this was a pleasant little oasis amidst 
the day’s assignment of 60-odd miles. 
Sometimes very odd. 

But those days are past, and I now 
needed to travel to this spot on my own 

time, most recently on a pleasant Sun-
day morning. I’m not sure if services 
were planned for later in the day, but I 
seemed to have the grounds entirely 
to myself, for an easy stroll around the 
building to gather some images for part 
of the story. 

As I completed my tour and returned 
to the western side of the structure, I 
noticed the lighting effects of the sun’s 
rays peeking through the opposite side, 
and visible from my position. It didn’t 
take much imagination to conjure up 
the thought that the church sanctuary 
was lit from within. 

The colors. to one who’s partially col-
orblind, I know, appeared to contain 
hues of yellow and orange, and evidently 
sprang from undiscernible objects on 
the inside. You see, all the times I’d 
driven within several yards of the build-
ing itself, in all types of weather and 
lighting conditions, I’d never enjoyed 
this trick of lighting. It wasn’t until I 
made a deliberate visit to the historic 
facility that I noticed the phenomenon 
– no doubt produced by the angle of the 
sun, the placement of the church win-
dows and the items inside producing the 
amber-like glow. 

Now, the Austin Grove United Meth-
odist Church enjoys quite a history on 

 TIM JON

Just like nothing (else) on earth: Austin Grove United Methodist Church

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Dr. Mike:
Our 16-year-old son is having a really hard time aca-

demically. He gets the occasional A, a lot of B’s and some 
C’s, and he doesn’t apply himself at all. His grades are all 
over the place, and we never see him doing homework. 
With grade inflation within LCPS, we’re worried that he’s 
not learning, and he’s just being pushed through. 

He also misses quizzes and assignments, or he turns 
things in late. He does well socially and he’s a great 
athlete, but his head is in the clouds when it comes to 
school.  

All of this started before 
COVID, but it’s gotten a lot worse 
during and after the pandemic, 
especially when the school sys-
tem went to full time virtual 
learning. I truly don’t think our 
son has read a book from cover to 
cover since 7th grade, which is obviously concerning for 
us.  

My husband thinks our son just needs to be pushed 
harder with consequences, but I’m worried that he has 

ADD, a learning problem, or depression or anxiety. Tak-
ing his phone or the car away isn’t going to do anything 
if he has a larger underlying problem, right?  What are 
your thoughts. 

–  Concerned Parent

Concerned Parent: 
I appreciate your situation, and please know that 

you’re not alone. As a child psychologist in private prac-
tice, I see child and teen boys and girls going through 
what your son is going through daily. To fix things you’re 
going to need to be more proactively involved since your 

son likely isn’t going to address 
things on his own.  

Figuring out if your son’s 
academic problems are due to 
something within his control or 
something beyond his control 
– ADD, emotional struggles or 

a learning problem – is essential, and the best way to 
determine that, is to increase structure.  

Reviewing ParentVUE daily, sitting down and review-
ing schoolwork across your son’s academic subjects 

daily, getting a tutor for his weaker subject areas, having 
him email and meet or check in with his teachers, are 
several ways to help him prioritize his academics.  

I also recommend you incentive your son with a 
reward system for effort and better grades. You could 
pay him cash for hard work and grades, or if you don’t 
want to do that, you could reward him with something 
he wants if his output and grades improve. I would stay 
away from consequences since you currently don’t know 
if his academic struggles are completely within his con-
trol or not.    

If, after a reasonable period of time, your son’s aca-
demics don’t improve with structured and consistently 
practiced interventions, his learning and academic 
struggles may be due to a larger underlying problem.  

The next step would then be to have your son formally 
evaluated; a neuropsychological evaluation, comprised 
of standardized and objective measures, will identify 
possible diagnoses such as AD(H)D or executive func-
tioning problems, a learning disorder or psychological 
conditions.  Many parents are surprised by the amount 
of information neuropsychological testing can provide.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Ask Dr. Mike

10 S. Greenway Ave 
Boyce, VA 22620

540.837.9351

ALLOW FRESH AIR INTO YOUR HOME 

SPECTRUM™ STORM DOOR 
WITH A RETRACTABLE SCREEN

Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1Otter Creek Millwork.indd   1 7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM7/25/2023   2:55:08 PM

Ask Dr. Mike 
By Michael  

Oberschneider, Psy.D.
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Enjoy your family time.
We are here for your home.

Merry Christmas
& Happy Holidays!
Merry Christmas

& Happy Holidays!

571.206.0176
appletoncampbell.com

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

New Leesburg Police Chief Thea Pir-
nat submitted her 100-day report to the 
Leesburg Town Council in November 

which assessed the 
department’s profes-
sional, operational, 
administrative, man-

agement and interagency coordination 
effectiveness, along with crime patterns, 
public information and community out-
reach efforts.

The assessment was conducted from 
July 24, when she began her new role, 
through Nov. 1. Prior to starting with the 
Leesburg Police Department, she was 
with the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment for 23 years. She replaced LPD 
Police Chief Gregory Brown who retired 
in December 2022.

A copy of the report can be viewed 
under the Council Meeting Packets tab 
for Nov. 13-14, 2023: https://www.lees-
burgva.gov/government/mayor-council/
council-documents-legislation.

Chief Pirnat spent the first 100 days 
gathering information about the LPD 
from police and Town employees, pub-
lic safety partners, stakeholders, com-
munity members, and available internal 
data. The report provides data related 
to staffing demographics, attrition and 
vacancy rates, crimes and calls for ser-
vice, officer productivity, and projected 
staffing needs. 

The report outlines some immediate 
changes that have been made to policy, 
equipment, special programs, and to 
general LPD administration, and addi-
tionally provides information related to 
compensation and benefits for consider-
ation by the Town’s administration. 

The LPD currently has 87 sworn posi-
tions and 22 non-sworn positions. Sworn 
positions include command, patrol, K9, 
detectives, training, recruiting, school 
resource officers, traffic, and property 
and evidence. Non-sworn positions 
include dispatch, records, accreditation, 
information technology, and crime ana-
lyst, according to the report.

In 2021 and 2022, the LPD department 
lost 30 sworn officers from its force, but 
was able to make up for that loss by hir-
ing 25 new officers between 2022-2023. 
There are six recruits in the current 
academy class scheduled for graduation 
this month, with another five hired for 
the class starting in January 2024, the 
report said.

Upon graduation, recruits spend four 
months in field training and secur-
ing additional certifications with both 
classroom and scenario-based training. 
The LPD won’t feel the impact of the 
graduating officers until April 2024 and 

October 2024 because upon completion 
of their post-academy training, the new 
officers will still need the support and 
guidance of more senior officers and 
supervisors, the report indicated.

The LPD would like to recruit more 
female police officers and has commit-
ted to signing the 30x30 Pledge with a 
Spring 2024 Cohort to commit to having 
30% female recruits in police academies 
by the year 2030. 

Patrol operations have been impacted 
heavily with vacancies at a 32% vacancy 
rate. This required the abolishment of 
the evening shift which has led to offi-
cers working 12-hour shifts. Chief Pir-
nat said the LPD plans to return to three 
patrol shifts as staffing permits. 

The LPD has added sworn and non-
sworn positions with the growth of the 
Town’s population over decades, but the 
increase has not kept up with previous 
ratios of sworn officers as compared to 
the number of residents. The ratio of 
sworn officers per 1,000 residents has 
steadily decreased over the last couple 
of decades, she said.

Chief Pirnat cited a 2019 U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Report which reported 
the average ratio of sworn officers per 
1,000 residents at 2.4 nationally. The 
LPD is currently at 1.78 officers per 1,000 
based on a population size of 48,908. To 
meet the national average, LPD sworn 
officers would need to increase from 87 
to 117, and non-sworn staffing from 22 
to 50 positions.

When examining the first three quar-
ters of 2023, the LPD stands to be pro-
jected at 20.8% higher on criminal calls, 
18.5% higher on service type calls, and 
33.1% higher on traffic type calls as 
compared to the average of the previous 
three years, Chief Pirnat explained.

However, if the calls for service for 
2023 trend at the current rate, then 2023 
will also be higher than just 2022 call 
volume, which no longer has the same 
pandemic effect of the previous years. 
Criminal calls would still be up 8.1%, 
service calls up 23.1%, and traffic calls 
are up 54.3%. 

“Traffic complaints are one of the 
most often voiced concerns of commu-
nity members,” Chief Pirnat stated. The 
nearly 3,000 warnings issued so far this 
year is double all of 2022 and 55% over 
the three-year average. 

In the Traffic Unit, two of the five 
positions are vacant and another officer 
will retire this month. Despite the staff-
ing shortage, the department has seen 
an increase in the number of citations, 
warnings, and DWI arrests this year.

The LPD will pursue grant funding 
opportunities for the addition of an 

GOVERNMENT

Police Chief gives 100-day report to Town Council
in-house Victim Advocate fulltime posi-
tion to support providing services for 
victims of domestic assault and sexual 
violence. 

In 2024, the LPD will better track 
shoplifting to not only include the total 
number of incidents and the location, 
but also the total dollar value of reported 
loss, the total dollar value recovered 
through law enforcement investigation/
intervention, and the category of items 
being stolen, Chief Pirnat said.

The LPD will better track overdose 
data as it pertains to victim demograph-
ics and incidents in the schools to help 
with early identification and possible 
public information campaigns. 

An indoor firearms training facility 
complete with a classroom, gun cleaning 
room, and indoor plumbing should be 
added to the Town’s Capital Improve-
ment Plan, the report indicated.

The LPD would like to have the patrol 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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BY CHARLES HOUSTON

No more candidate mailers clogging 
my mailbox. No more questionable ads 
on social media. No more candidate 
photos popping up when I use Google.

Rejoice

Yes, be happy those irritants are gone, 
but rejoicing at the election results is up 
to your opinion about the results. The 
most notable thing is that our Board of 
Supervisors will be basically unchanged, 
with the exception that Laura Tekrony 
replaces the retiring Tony Buffington. 
While they represent different political 
parties, they give similar, strong sup-
port to rural conservation.

Before I get into the election results, 
I’ll follow-up to something I wrote in an 
earlier Op-Ed.

Loudoun’s Future, Inc.

I had mentioned rumors that a west-
ern Loudoun PAC was being organized. 
(A Political Action Committee, as most 
of you know, gathers donations and then 
makes targeted contributions to politi-
cal candidates.) The rumor was correct 

and the new PAC is called Loudoun’s 
Future. My friend John Lovegrove is its 
Chairman and in a recent phone call, he 
laid out the PAC’s objectives, “We want 
to protect Loudoun from sprawl and 
congestion caused by too much devel-
opment, advocate for agriculture and 
our rural roads, protect the mountains 
and countryside.” he said.  

I accused him of reading from the 
PAC’s brochure. “Yep,” said John. “I con-
fess. There’s one thing in the brochure 
that need emphasizing. The main one 
is data centers, and we’ll be involved 
in mitigating the issues they bring. For 
example, while we like data center tax 
revenue, they also irritate a lot of citi-
zens for a lot of reasons. We want to 
help protect the quality of life in the 
entire county.”

Lovegrove went on, “One thing that 
distinguishes Loudoun’s Future is that 
we don’t just mail a check to a candi-
date and pat ourselves on the back. We 
are in it for the long haul, building good 
relationships with individual Supervi-
sors and being a resource for them.”

I asked him what that meant.

“The Board is constantly dealing with 
controversial issues. We will do more 
than just gripe. We’ll propose solu-
tions. We’ll advocate as needed but we 
are something of a think tank. Maybe a 
think tank that also advocates.”

Lovegrove saw my puzzled expres-
sion and elaborated. “We have a lot of 
firepower. Our members have had sig-
nificant private sector experience for 
both large organizations and start-ups. 
Some of us have big-time consulting 
experience. Others are skilled at law, 
real estate, finance, conservation ease-
ments, the cyber world, community 
conservation and so on.”

I nodded.
He added one more thing, “It’s easy to 

complain about something, but we want 
to produce solutions, and spell out how 
to achieve them.”

The Board of Supervisors Races

You cannot ignore the power of 
incumbency. Money helps but does not 
guarantee success, and the quality of 
a candidate matters a great deal. Stat-
isticians use a tool – regression analy-
sis – to figure out what inputs are most 
closely tied to certain outputs. Here, 
they would try to determine whether 

OPINION

BY RON RISE SR.

On the northwest edge of the Town of 
Purcellville quietly rests a 14.2 acre-green 
open space with forested wetlands with 
life-giving waters of the South Fork Cato-
ctin Creek, all nestled quietly along N 21st 
Street.

In 1996, Bruce Brownell approached 
the Town of Purcell-
ville during the design 
and development of 

his Catoctin Meadows subdivision. Mr. 
Brownell offered to transfer ownership of 
a 14.2-acre property to the Town, along 
with an undisclosed cash contribution.

The Town Council debated the offer at 
length but in the end decided the Town 
did not have the financial capital at that 
time to maintain or fund the fiscal obliga-
tions required for the property. 

The now-orphaned forested wetlands 
– along with its life-giving creek – was 
deeded to the care of 74 Catoctin Meadows 

Homeowners Association families. As 
time went on, the members became car-
ing owners of the wetlands and creek by 
simply allowing the land and wildlife to 
thrive without further human interfer-
ence and damage. 

However, just one decade later, the 
Town Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board developed a master plan that 
identified this land’s enormous value to 
the Town.  

On Oct.10, 2006, at the direction of 
Mayor Bob Lazaro and his Town Coun-
cil, Town Manager Robert Lohr wrote 
to the HOA board. In his request, Lohr 
discussed the Town’s desire to acquire 
the HOA’s 14.2-acre private space and 
incorporate it into the Town’s existing 
Suzanne Kane Nature Park.

Twelve days later, on Oct. 24, the HOA 
Board President replied stating, “The 
HOA members are strongly opposed to a 
transfer of their land to the Town.”  

This HOA rebuttal was not taken as 
final by the Town Parks and Recreation 
Committee, which continued to push 
its newly weighted influence back onto 
the HOA. The committee promised this 
would help gain better easements for 

sidewalks, as well as signage on and 
throughout the HOA land. They even 
suggested the Town might spin off a 
separate Town 501c3 to obtain the land 
from the HOA. 

On Oct. 27, in response to the Town’s 
continued push, the HOA President 
responded again, this time directly to Vice 
Mayor Greg Wagner, “Why such urgency? 
The lands are already wildlife space.” 

“Trails (paved or otherwise), benches 
and signs will only diminish the wildlife 
value of the land, driving off small wood-
land creatures and diminishing its eco-
logical value,” he added. “Old Dominion 
Valley town trails are reported to have 
been misused by underage drinkers and 
vandals and the Catoctin Meadows HOA 
have no desire for that.”  

Faithful stewards of Catoctin Meadows wetlands 
fight to protect its natural beauty 

Election 2023
CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »
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Purcellville Electric LLC
PurcellvilleElectric.com40 Years of Experience   •   Servicing the Community’s Residential and Commercial Projects

Twinkling Wishes from Purcellville Electric

540-338-2424  

FOREST THINNING 
FORESTRY MULCHING 
INVASIVE PLANT CONTROL 
FOREST INVENTORY & PLANNING 
PRESCRIBED FIRE
EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL
RIPARIAN BUFFER RESTORATION
NATIVE TREE & SHRUB PLANTING

COST SHARE & CARBON CREDITS AVAILABLE

855.478.7824 x701  •  INFO@NATUREWORKSLLC.NET  •  NATUREWORKSLLC.NET

COMPREHENSIVE 
FOREST 
RESTORATION 
SERVICES

Ketoctin Baptist Church, founded in 1751, offers a 
quaint and tranquil setting just outside Purcellville 
for those who seek God’s truth for their lives. We 
are a welcoming and inclusive congregation led by 
Pastor David Sweet to study the Word of God each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. Come worship with us in this 

season of Thanksgiving and Advent.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Sunday, December 24 - 10 a.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
KETOCTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

16595 Ketoctin Church Road �� Purcellville, VA 20132 
www.KetoctinChurch.com �� 703-209-9138

Dear Editor:
Loudoun’s growing data center industry needs 

more power than the electric power utilities can 
provide with current infrastructure. As a result, 
the regional power industry consortium, PJM, 
is considering a package of proposals to expand 
the high voltage transmission line network (link 

to a 27 MB file) in order to 
bring additional power into 
Loudoun County. 

Most of the proposals involve using or expand-
ing existing rights-of-way, but one path (Project 
853) involves a new right-of-way for a 510-kilo-
volt (kV) power line (big lattice towers like those 
near River Creek) that would cut diagonally 
through western Loudoun as well as navigating a 
complicated, winding path through the center of 

the county, including along Rt.7. 
The exact path has not been determined at 

this point, but the western Loudoun agricultural 
zone and wine district would be bisected and 
many historic homes would be devalued by this 
massive power line.

PJM’s Transmission Expansion Advisory Com-
mittee on Dec. 5 will meet in Audubon, Pennsyl-
vania to make the final selection of proposals to 
be considered on Dec.11 by the PJM Board. 

Dear Dr. Spence,
I have learned of your “listening” sessions you are hosting at 

all the schools in Loudoun County. I wish to speak up; I hope you 
are listening.

LGBTQ issues do not belong in the public schools. This is a 
private matter between the child and the child’s parents. The 
only reason for the schools to be involved in such issues would 

be to protect both biological girls and boys 
transitioning. 

A boy transitioning to a girl must not do so 
at the detriment of girl’s privacy, safety and dignity. There is no 
dignity when our girls are forced to undress in front of a boy who 
is transitioning. In addition, transgender girls should be directed 
to alternate bathrooms, alternate locker rooms and sports for 
transgenders.

No to big lattice towers 
through western 
Loudoun

An open letter to Aaron Spence, 
Ph.D., Superintendent, Loudoun 
County Public Schools

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 »

LETTER LETTER
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Vicki Garrison

Kick off this Kick off this 
year's holiday year's holiday 

season with two season with two 
weekends of weekends of 

family-friendly family-friendly 
festivities in festivities in 

Historic Hillsboro!Historic Hillsboro!

37098 Charles Town Pike Hillsboro, VA 20132 • (540) 486-8001 • info@hillsboropreservation.org

H I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R OH I L L S B O R O
Holidays  in

Holiday Crafts Market 
at the Old Stone Schoolat the Old Stone School

History comes alive with a tour of six stops along 
Hillsboro’s Main Street, decorated for the holidays!

10-noon  Self guided tour ($15)
1-4:30 pm  Walking guided tour with live 

performances ($18)
5-6 pm  Candlelight walking tour with live 

performances  ($22)

Town Tree Lighting 

10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
at the Old Stone School

Over 30 local artisans o� ering an array of arts, cra� s 
and delicious food items, for holiday gi� -giving.

TOUR TICKETS 
ARE LIMITED

SCAN NOW TO ORDER 
YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

Town Tree Lighting Town Tree Lighting Town Tree Lighting Town Tree Lighting Town Tree Lighting Town Tree Lighting 

SAT. DEC. 2SAT. DEC. 2

Join in as we ring in the holiday season with caroling 
and lighting the Hillsboro Christmas Tree.

5 p.m. at the Old Stone School

Holiday Jazz Holiday Jazz 
in The Gap in The Gap 

Welcome in the season with the Big Band sounds of  
Rick Reaves and his Jazz Orchestra playing all the 

holiday favorites on � e Gap Stage in the Old Stone 
School—and enjoy local wines and beers 

from � e Gap Bar.

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
TICKETS $15 in Advance/$20 at the Door

Limited table reservations available.

SAT. DEC. 9SAT. DEC. 9

Historic Homes TourHistoric Homes Tour

SCAN NOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 

CONCERT 
TICKETS TODAY!  
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Quick
Installation
Available!

703.880.9850THE STANDBY POWER PEOPLE ®

®

Generac® Home Standby Generators automatically provide you backup power during a utility power outage – whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours 
or several days, your family and home are protected. Generator Supercenter is the #1 Generac dealer in North America. We have the experience and expertise you 
need. From design, local permitting, installation and long-term maintenance support, we are there for you. That’s why they call us The Standby Power People®.

© CHS NOVA 2023 
Visit our showroom at 21005 Ashburn Crossing Drive, Suites 125-130, Ashburn, VA

Scan to Learn More!

Schedule Your Free Estimate Today!

Generator Supercenter of Virginia
www.GeneratorSupercenterNOVA.com

Pick Your Deal!
SAVE $500 or a FREE
10-Year Warranty
on the purchase and installation of a Generac Home Standby Generator from
Generator Supercenter of Virginia. *Terms and conditions apply, call for details.

* A $1035 
Value!

We’ll Keep Your Life On.
No Matter the Weather.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin has announced that gen-
eral fund revenues for October 2023 remain in 
line with updated revisions to the official revenue 
forecast. Year-to-date through Oct. 31, general 
fund revenues are up 12.1 percent over the prior 
year. 

The year-over-year increase is driven largely 
by elevated non-withholding collections and 

lower-than-expected individual 
income tax refunds related to the 
elective Pass-Through Entity Tax, 

while other major revenue sources were generally 
in line with expectations.  

“Our prudent forecast for this fiscal year appro-
priately reflected the economic risks on the hori-
zon,” said Youngkin. “While we are slightly ahead 
of plan, year-to-date performance reinforces that 
we must remain measured as decisions at the 
federal level continue to drive inflation. We must 
continue our efforts to address the cost of living 
for all Virginians and drive job growth across the 
Commonwealth.”  

“While PTET-related collections and refunds 
continue to distort overall revenue collections, 
underlying revenue growth in our major revenue 
sources such as payroll withholding and sales tax 
is roughly on plan,” said Secretary of Finance Ste-
phen Cummings. 

“We are confident in our conservative revenue 
forecast that reflects moderating revenue growth 
over the balance of the fiscal year, and we are care-
fully watching a number of economic headwinds, 
including the possibility of a federal government 
shutdown, persistently high interest rates, and 
spillover effects from the military operations in 
Gaza and the economic slowdown in China. Given 
these downside risks, we will maintain a cautious 
outlook going forward.”  

Among the major revenue sources, payroll 
withholding taxes were 2.6 percent higher for the 
month on an unadjusted basis and up 1.0 percent 
year-to-date through October. Sales tax collec-
tions are 0.3 percent higher year-to-date, and 
corporate income tax revenues are up 24.4 per-
cent year-to-date.  

Adjusting for policy and excluding PTET-related 
refunds to better reflect underlying economic 
growth, total general fund revenues decreased 5.3 
percent year-over-year in October and are up 1.8 
percent year-to-date. For the full fiscal year, the 
official revenue forecast anticipates a year-over-
year decline in general fund revenues of 5.5 per-
cent, including the impact of various tax policy 
actions adopted in 2022 and 2023, and reflecting 
the potential for an economic slowdown in the lat-
ter part of the current fiscal year.  

General Fund Revenues remain in line 
with forecasts through October

GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT

The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors has made 
adjustments to its schedule of meetings in December 2023.

The Transportation and Land Use Committee meeting 
originally scheduled for Dec. 20, has been rescheduled to 
Monday, Dec. 18, at 5 p.m., and will now be held in the 

Dulles Room at the Government Center.
 The Joint Board of Supervisors and 

School Board Committee meeting sched-
uled for Monday, Dec. 11, has been canceled.

 The Board will host its annual meeting with Virginia leg-
islators on Dec. 2 at 4:30 p.m.

The Board’s complete schedule is posted online 
at loudoun.gov/calendar.

The Board of Supervisors’ meetings are held at the 
Loudoun County Government Center, 1 Harrison St. SE in 
Leesburg. The Board’s business meetings and public hear-
ings are available for viewing on television on Comcast 
Government Channel 23 and Verizon FiOS Channel 40 and 
are livestreamed at loudoun.gov/meetings.

The Board of Supervisors’ meeting agendas and meeting 
documents are posted online at least three days in advance 
of the meeting at loudoun.gov/bosdocuments.

BOS meeting schedule 
for December
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BY AUDREY CARPENTER 

Leesburg Police Chief Thea Pirnat has 
requested the Leesburg Town Coun-

cil consider piloting 
speed cameras within 
some Town school 

zones for enhanced safety after adopt-
ing an appropriate ordinance and further 
research into all vendor options.

Other jurisdictions in the region with 
the speed cameras already in place 
include Alexandria City, Arlington 
County, Falls Church, Manassas Park, 
Fairfax City, and Fairfax County. 

In a report prepared for the Council, 
Town staff concurred, recommending 
the Council consider adopting an ordi-
nance, identifying a vendor, and hiring a 
police officer for the pilot program which 
would operate within a limited number 
of school zones. The Town would need to 
adopt an ordinance for civil penalties to 

be paid to the jurisdiction.
One of the objectives of the pilot pro-

gram would be to increase safety for stu-
dents traveling to and from school zones 
by bike or foot. The Code of Virginia Sec-
tion 46.2-873 sets the speed limit at 25 
mph in school zones, and there are 13 
school zones in Leesburg.

School crossing zones are defined as 
an area located within the vicinity of a 
school at or near a highway where the 
presence of children on such school 
property or going to and from school 
reasonably requires a special warning to 
motorists. Zones are marked and oper-
ated with appropriate warning signs or 
other traffic control devices indicating 
that a school crossing is in progress.

Chief Pernat said the Leesburg Police 
Department recently partnered with a 
vendor to provide a speed study within 
three school zones to evaluate the need 
for cameras. The locations evaluated 
were Cool Spring Elementary School, 
Tolbert Elementary School, and Harper 
Park Middle School on Oct. 2 and 3. 

GOVERNMENT

Exploring speed cameras  
in Leesburg school zones

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Mattingly’s

Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
& Eastern Pa. Amish Craftsman families 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060
55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158

Parking in rear

EEvveerryyddaayy  LLooww  PPrriicceess

Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber

VISIT US 

in the Town of Hamilton!
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Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.
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Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber

VISIT US 

in the Town of Hamilton!

Season After Season.
(yes, it will sit nicely next to the tree as a gift!)

Study finds 38% 
of drivers speed 
in school areas

DECEMBER 2023  BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM 11



Auto • Home • Business • Life

Call us for a quote today.

S882  Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. 
Not all products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.
com for company licensure and territory information.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA 
nikki@englundinsurance.com 
540-338-1130

PIANO LESSONS
children & adults

CLASSICAL METHOD

Alan Ogden  
Purcellville & Loudoun

cell: (703) 401-7022
ogdenmusic.org

Trombone, Euphonium, Organ & Voice

                                          AFFORDABLE

Expert Tree & Stump Removal
• HOA Maintenance
• Tree Planting
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Damage
• Pruning

• Trimming
• Crowning
• Bulk Mulch 

Delivery

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

Hes 
Company
LLC
703-203-8853
HesCompanyLLC.com

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

Just 3 minutes from Maple & Main Streets 

Springdale Village Inn and Farm
18348 Lincoln Rd, Purcellville

Cow Shares 540-454-6403

Cow 

Shares

Eggs 
Chicken & Duck 

$4 dozen

Make ’”em Healthy anD smile!

Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

decksbyscott@gmail.com
35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

Support local business

Loudoun County’s annual grant appli-
cation process for community nonprofit 
organizations is now open with the Fis-
cal Year 2025 Human Services Nonprofit 
Grant Application available at loudoun.

gov/nonprofitgrants.
Nonprofits certified 

as 501(c)3 organiza-
tions that provide human services to 
Loudoun County residents in the areas 
of need identified and approved by the 
Board of Supervisors for FY 2025 are 
eligible to apply for funding. The areas 
of need are:

• Crisis Intervention and Diversion: 
Services provided to individuals 

and families in crisis to overcome 
immediate problems and reduce 
or prevent the need for more 
restrictive and expensive higher-
level services.

• Improved Quality of Human 
Services: Services and 
opportunities provided to 
individuals, organizations and 
communities that enhance 
the quality, accessibility, 
accountability, and coordination 
of services provided by community 
organizations.

• Long-Term Support: Services that 
focus on assisting individuals 

who have continuing, long-term 
support needs to remain healthy, 
safe, and independent in the 
community.

• Prevention and Self-Sufficiency: 
Services focused on assisting 
individuals and families in becoming 
and/or remaining independent 
and stable, and providing tools, 
skills, strategies and resources to 
individuals and families.

 
Applications must be submitted by 4 

p.m., Thursday, Dec. 21. The amount of 
funding for FY 2025 will be determined 
by the Board of Supervisors as part of the 

county’s adopted FY 2025 budget. In FY 
2024, the budget for human services non-
profit grant funding was $2.3 million.

Funding Options

Loudoun County has two options for 
organizations seeking local tax funds 
through the FY 2025 Human Services 
Nonprofit Grant process:

• The standard nonprofit 
grant application process for 
organizations seeking awards of 
$5,001 - $113,000; organizations 
will be awarded proportional 
funding.

Human Services Nonprofit grant application process is open

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 »

GOVERNMENT
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“WE WORK WOOD”

 Licensed & Insured   •   ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A

• Solar Kiln
• Slabs for Sale & Slabbing
• Your Logs to Lumber

www.HillingAndSons.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Curt Hilling  
540-287-1970any 

job
$300 min. Stumps 

not included.  
Exp. 7/31/23

10off 
%

MILLING TO  
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

• Tree Removal
• Trimming/Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck Service
• Lot Clearing
• Firewood

Exp. 12/31/23

ECLECTIC CHARM
Furniture • Gifts • Decor • Collectibles • and Christmas

OPEN EVERY WEEKEND
Friday 10-5  Sunday 12-5Saturday 10-5

405 W. Colonial Hwy. Hamilton, VA 20158

It’s Beginning  
to Look a Lot Like…

25 Days until Christmas

Support local business

www.BlueRidgeLeader.com

Monthly Newspaper and 24/7 Online Resource 
Serving Leesburg, Western Loudoun and Beyond

Happy Holidays

As of Nov. 20, and ending Jan. 31, 2024, 
eligible Loudoun County residents may 
apply for emergency eviction assistance 
by submitting an online pre-screen-
ing application through the nonprofit 

Loudoun Cares. 
The program has been 

commissioned by the 
Board of Supervisors as part of the coun-
ty’s efforts to distribute available funds 
from the American Rescue Plan Act to 
address lingering economic impacts 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The county is using a portion of the 
available funds for various housing pro-
grams, including one that is intended to 

keep eligible residents who are facing 
immediate eviction in their homes—
particularly during the cold weather 
months—by paying outstanding rent 
obligations and fees associated with the 
eviction process.

Loudoun has allocated $500,000 for 
this one-time, emergency assistance 
program, which includes a contract with 
Loudoun Cares to administer the pro-
gram. The number of households that 
will receive assistance will vary based on 
several factors. Loudoun Cares will sign 
up and recommend financial assistance 
for as many households as possible. The 
county will make payments directly to 

landlords on behalf of approved appli-
cants. The program will end by Jan. 31, 
2024, or sooner if funds are exhausted.

Who is Eligible to Apply for Assistance?
Individuals and families must meet 

specific criteria to be considered eligible 
for the eviction assistance program. All 
applicants must:

• Live in Loudoun County.
• Rent their homes and have a valid 

current lease.
• Earn less than 80 percent of the 

Area Median Income.
• Hold a current Eviction Summons 

(for Unlawful Detainer).
• Be impacted by COVID-19-related 

economic factors.
In addition, the applicant’s landlord 

must provide an IRS W-9 form and agree 
to participate in the program.

How to Apply for Assistance

Eligible residents can submit an online 
pre-screening application for assistance 
to Loudoun Cares. All applicants must 
complete the online pre-screening 
application to verify eligibility.

The online application is available in 
English and Spanish. Eligible residents 
should visit loudouncares.org/evic-
tion to submit the online application.

Loudoun Cares to administer emergency eviction relief program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »

GOVERNMENT
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The Leesburg Town Council held a 
meeting Nov. 28 at Town Hall to receive 
public input as the Council considers a 
4.1% water and sewer increase for home-
owners that if passed would go into effect 
July 1, 2024.

A vote to amend the Town Code to 
establish new water and sewer charges 
and make necessary amendments is antic-
ipated after public input. 

At the Nov. 14 Council meeting, NewGen 
Strategies and Solutions LLC, an energy, 
solid waste and water consultant based 
in Richardson, Texas recommended the 
increase. The company was hired by the 
Town to conduct a water and sewer study.

The new five-year utility rate plan and 
associated fees are based on three main 
guiding principles:

• The water and sewer enterprise fund 

must be financially self-supporting 
and does not use tax dollars.

• The utility fund should maintain 
adequate reserves for contingencies, 
emergencies, and unplanned 
expenses in order to maintain a safe 
and reliable water and sewer system.

• Water and sewer rates should 
adequately cover the cost of service, 
system monitoring, maintenance, 
and infrastructure renewal and 
replacement to ensure regulatory 
compliance.

Increases in sewer costs are primarily 
attributed to work that has been identi-
fied at the Water Pollution Control Facility 
to accommodate additional solids pro-
cessing and nutrient removal facilities 
in compliance with Federal regulatory 
requirements.

Loudoun County has begun a one-
year pilot program for accepting food 
waste at its new Food Waste Composting 
Drop-Off Center located at the Loudoun 
County landfill. The program is intended 
for residents who are interested in com-
posting their household food scraps such 

as fruits and vegetables, 
meats, dairy products, 
pasta, eggshells and 

coffee grounds. Quantities accepted are 
limited to one 5-gallon container or an 
equivalent amount, per customer, per 
week.

Under the pilot program, Key Compost 
will collect the material for processing 
at its composting facility in Frederick, 
Maryland.

The program was recently initiated by 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervi-
sors in an effort to create local compost-
ing opportunities for the community. 
Results of the pilot program, including 
the level of public interest, will be eval-
uated for possible program expansion to 
additional locations.

Diverting food waste from disposal for 
composting benefits the environment in 

several ways, including providing nutri-
ent-rich material to improve soil health, 
reducing waste and reducing methane 
emissions from landfills.

The Loudoun County Energy Strategy, 
approved by the Board in February 2023, 
calls for the county to expand the yard 
waste composting and recycling pro-
gram to divert solid waste from the land-
fill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

In September 2023, the landfill began 
offering free compost to residents made 
from yard waste, such as grass clippings, 
hedge clippings and leaves. 

The food waste composting drop-off 
center is located at the Landfill Recy-
cling Center at the Loudoun County 
Solid Waste Management Facility, 21101 
Evergreen Mills Road in Leesburg. Oper-
ating hours are Monday through Satur-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. More information 
about the services available at the land-
fill may be found at loudoun.gov/landfill. 

Visit loudoun.gov/recycle for more  
information about the food waste com-
posting program or call 703-771-5500.

One year ago, Loudoun County Tran-
sit phased in the largest update to its bus 
system in over a decade in concert with 
the opening of the Metrorail’s Silver Line 
extension, which includes the Dulles 
International Airport, Loudoun Gateway 
and Ashburn Metro stations in Loudoun 
County, and Innovation Center, Hern-
don and Reston Town Center in Fairfax 
County. 

The Silver Line bus service currently 
runs 21 bus routes and has 156 bus stops, 
improving overall service to and from Sil-
ver Line Metrorail stations. To date, the 
Silver Line bus routes have provided ser-
vice for over 72,000 passengers.

In October 2023, a major milestone was 
reached with Metrorail service topping 
one million customers at the Dulles Air-
port Metrorail Station since the Silver Line 
extension opened. The six new Silver Line 
stations have provided service to more 

than three million riders during that time, 
according to figures from the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and 
the Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority.

How to Use Silver Line Metrorail and Bus 
Services in Loudoun

Here are four things to know about 
using Silver Line Metrorail and Bus ser-
vices in Loudoun:

• Three Stations: Loudoun County has 
three Metrorail stations: Ashburn, 
Loudoun Gateway and Washington 
Dulles International Airport. More 
information about each station, 
including video tours, may be found 
at loudoun.gov/silverlinestations.

• Metro Parking: Need to park your 
car or bike before you hop on a 
train? The Metro parking garages 

Leesburg Town Council considers 
4.1% annual water and sewer increase

Food waste composting drop-off center opens at landfill

GOVERNMENTLAND RESCUE

BEFORE

AFTER

LET US GIVE BACK THE 
LAND YOU ALREADY OWN

FORESTRY MULCHING - GROOMING - CLEARING
TREE REMOVAL - VINE REMOVAL

www.veteransllc.us
703-718-6789 | major@veteransllc.us

Veteran Owned Service Disabled Small Business

RESCUE LAND? WE HEAL YOUR LAND FOR FUTURE POSITIVE GROWTH

- Groom Residential Homes
- Clear New Home Sites, Gravel Driveways and Grading

- Consulting on small to large Land Projects
Commercial Land Clearing/Site Work done in the Tri-State Area

More pics: Facebook and Instagram @veteransllc
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before after

Winter. A Great Time to SAVE Your Land.

Hire expert Major Dave & Company to save you time and money. 
They do in days what will take you years! Winter is a perfect  

time of season to groom your land. We will make your land look 
like a park. Land grooming, land clearing, tree work, reshaping  

and grading will add true value to your home. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN STUMP REMOVAL
• Reclaim our yard • Save your lawn mower

STUMP KING, LLC
703-718-6789

SAY GOODBYE
TO STUMPS!

Silver Line Metrorail, bus services  
in operation for a year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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www.HoltzmanCorp.com

Heating Oil, Clear and Dyed Kerosene  
delivered straight to you.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE

PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292 
Hours:  Monday – Friday — 8am to 5pm 

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

WE’RE  HIRING.
APPLY TODAY!

IN-HOUSE

FINANCING 

AVAILABLE!

     Stop by our Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!$ 
    $3.499  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 »

The temps are falling but the events 
in some of our western towns are hot.  
On Dec. 9 retailers in Purcellville, Ham-
ilton, and Round Hill have partnered 

up for the Three Town 
Winter Get Down fea-
turing vendors, wine 

tastings, and much more.
“We have to give people more 

reasons to come to our area, instead of 
just showing up for one shop and leav-
ing,” says Silas Redd, owner of Nostal-
gia Boutique and planner for the Three 
Town Winter Get Down. “It all trans-
lates into the longer people are in the 
area, the more money they will spend at 
shops, restaurants, and possibly over-
night accommodations.”

Bonjour. For a little “Ooh la la,” Elsass 
Home Furnishings will represent the 
Round Hill area. Featuring imported 
antique furniture and home décor from 
France, Elsass will offer shoppers 20% 
off their purchases and have wines 
from Williams Gap Vineyards. Consul-
tant for Elsass, Kathryn Kwiatkowski 
says, “Walking into Elsass is like being 
transported to another location in 
another time. Adding a piece of history 
to your home is a great way to make it 
feel more lived in and comfortable.”

If you’re looking for healthy, organic 
options, The Hamilton Mercantile is 
the spot for you. Located in Hamil-
ton, this shop will be featuring drink 

Three Town Winter Get 
Down event – Dec. 9

COMMUNITY
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Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

P R O P E R T I E S

ChristmasMerry

613 E Main Street, Purcellville
www.twigsva.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

PURCELLVILLE

540-338-4161

701 B West Main Street 
Purcellville, VA 20132

www.purcellvillefloristva.com

Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas!

Builder • Contractor • Excavation

540-338-2306  |  800-432-3864
Fax: 540-338-3015

P.O. Box 237 • Purcellville, VA 20132
www.fuoginterbuildinc.com

42 years of 
Christmas 
blessings

STRESSING 
ABOUT 

MEDICARE?

jeff@mpgroup.org
703-930-5705   

Hospital 
Stays

Part A
Medicare 
Advantage

Part C
Doctor
Visits

Part B
RX 

Drugs

Part D

Call me. I’m here to help make 
Medicare as easy as possible.

Well, stress no more. 
I make Medicare sign-up and annual review 
EASY. And, my service is FREE.  I guide you 
through the Medicare process: 

Mary Dionisio Brixius, REALTOR® 
ABR, CNE, CRS

Direct/Business: 540.687.5256 
MDionisioBrixius@gmail.com

MaryDionisioBrixius.com

Broker Phone 703.738.8282
WESTERNWEAR LEATHER GOODS JEWELRY GIFTS
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Resistol Vocal Kiddie Korral & Custom Apparel Designs

109 E. Main Street
“Old Town” Purcellville, VA

540-751-0777

Free Gift Wrapping Open 7 Days

 Irish Belleek  Galway Crystal
Mullingar Pewter  Handmade Knitwear

 Highland Wear  Kilts & Rentals
 Hand Crafted Celtic & “Outlander Inspired” Jewelryyyyr

 Food Items  Linens  Pottery  Music
 Leather Goods  Liffey Artifacts

Wacky Woolies & Guinness Licensed Products
 Inis/Fragrances of Ireland
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annnd Lessons by Appointmennnt

109 E. Mainnn Street “Old Town” Puuurcellvilleele, VA
540-751-0777

Celebrating our 50th year in business

Opppen 7 Dayyys CCCeeellleeel bbbrrraaattttingggng our 50th Year!

Professional Bagpiper
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Montana Silversmith
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WESTERNWEAR LEATHER GOODS JEWELRY GIFTS

Free Gift Wrapping

32 E. Piccadilly St. “Old Town” 
Winchester, VA
(540) 545-4077

Open 7 days a week

Top Brands 
of Authentic 

Western Wear 
Made in USA
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Free gift wrapping

32 E. Piccadilly St. “Old Town” 
Winchester, VA
(540) 545-4077

Open 7 days a week

Hope you will make the short trip through the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley to visit us!

Authentic Hand Made Knitwear, Highland 
Wear, Belleek Pottery, Galway Crystal, Jewelry, 

Leather Goods, Fragrances, Food Items and 
more, all imported from Ireland and Scotland. 
Professional Bagpiping Services and Supplies.

540 338-5859540 338-5859

101 South Maple Ave., Unit E 101 South Maple Ave., Unit E 
Purcellville, VA 20132Purcellville, VA 20132

patamathai.compatamathai.com

Authentic Thai FoodAuthentic Thai Food
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Card - $25 M
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Hours by appointment 
or by chance

~ Thoughtfully designed kitchens ~ 
From cabinets and countertops  

to inserts and hardware

Happy
Holidays

194 N 21st St., Purcellville
(540) 338-6338

Curated collection of French antiques and  
lovely gifts - something for every holiday budget!

5 E Loudoun St, 
Round Hill, VA 20141
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Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
REALTOR®

Direct: 571-242-0232
Lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

P R O P E R T I E S

ChristmasMerry

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

PURCELLVILLE

540-338-4161

701 B West Main Street 
Purcellville, VA 20132

www.purcellvillefloristva.com

Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas!

Beautiful by

211 East Main St., Purcellville 
540.338.2613

ksakitchens.com

We do 
Kitchens
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Home Office 
(540) 822-5123

Cell 
(703) 314-5539

Office 
(571) 210-7355

Kathy Shipley
RE/MAX Executives

www.kathyshipley.com

“Excellence in 
Real Estate”

Season’s Greetings
    from Lydia

Realtor®   

Military Relocation Professional

(M) 732.309.2298 | (O) 540.338.1350

www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132
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Independently Owned 
 and Operated

Self-Service Pet Wash
5 for $25

Full-Service 
Grooming

1 Hour Curbside
Pickup

Free Delivery
(order > $35 before 1pm)

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
120 Purcellville Gateway Dr.   |   540.299.7959   |   Mon-Sat: 9-9 • Sun: 10-6

Wishing everybody a safe
and enjoyable holiday.

  Holiday Hours:
 Dec 17:  9am – 7pm
 Dec 23:  8am – 9pm
 Dec 25:  Closed
 Jan 1:  10am – 5pm

BY RABBI NEIL TOW, CONGREGATION SHA’ARE SHALOM, LEESBURG

Eighteen years ago, Congregation 
Sha’are Shalom (CSS), first known as 
Loudoun Jewish Congregation, dedicated 
its home on Evergreen Mills Road in Lees-
burg. In December, the congregation will 
celebrate this milestone with a rededica-
tion during Chanukah. 

While most organizations celebrate at the 
decades, the number 
eighteen is significant 
in Jewish tradition since 

it is represented numerically in Hebrew by 
the word chai, meaning “life.” Chai—life—is 
about spirit, vitality, hope, and joyfulness. 
Pictures from our ceremonial transfer of 
the Torah scrolls to the new building now 
appear in an exhibit at the Capitol Jewish 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Chanukah, the holiday that marks the 
rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem 
after it had been purposely destroyed and 
defiled by Syrian-Greeks, will be an espe-
cially meaningful moment this year as the 
congregation gathers to reflect upon and 
renew its commitment to building connec-
tions with God, our tradition, our Jewish 
community here and around the world, and 

strengthen relationships with the diverse 
communities which call Loudoun home. 

Following a Skype interview from Jeru-
salem where my wife and I were studying 
for the year from 2004 to 2005, I came to 
CSS as the second-to-last of a group of 
student rabbis who served the congrega-
tion on a part time basis while continuing 
my seminary studies. 

It was wonderful to reconnect with syn-
agogue members whom I had met back 
then when I came on full time three years 
ago. My mentor, Rabbi Leonard Cahan, of 
blessed memory, was an inspirational and 
enthusiastic teacher, and I endeavor to 
share my love of Jewish tradition in the 
same animated and interactive way he did. 
Every week we find new insights in the 
weekly Torah portion, and our adult b’nai 
mitzvah students find uplift when they 
can read, understand, and chant a Hebrew 
prayer on their own for the first time. 

We support our greater Loudon com-
munity with acts of loving kindness. We 
took an inspiring trip to Israel last June 
with many who were traveling there for 
the first time. CSS serves at a local shelter 
on a monthly basis and takes an active role 

in the annual Thanksgiving interfaith pro-
gram held at Rust Library. 

I serve as one of the chaplains for the 
Leesburg Police Department and as a vol-
unteer for spiritual care at our local Inova 
hospital. Our education programs, which 
start with preschool and continue through 
high school, strengthen students’ faith 
and build leadership skills. We join con-
gregations all over the region every spring 
for Good Deeds Day, a full day of commu-
nity service and raising awareness of peo-
ple in need. 

A more well-known version of chai, life, 
is L’chayim!, “to life,” an expression we say 
at times of celebration. To say L’chayim is 
to reaffirm the wonder, mystery, and gift 
of life. L’chayim is a statement of hope, the 
possibility of renewal, and courage. Please 
contact us and come visit us one day to 
see the sanctuary’s stained-glass windows 
that tell the stories of our ancient ances-
tors and to meet members of Loudoun 
Jewish community who are committed 
today to creating positive communal and 
Jewish life in Loudoun County. L’chayim! 
To life!

Stilson Greene’s weekly 
Themed Music Hour on Music 
Planet Radio has become a 
popular broadcast locally and 
nationally. Artist Lyle Lovett has 
posted his fondness for the show 
on his social media as have Gra-
ham Parker, Chris Hillman, John 
Gorka, Del Amitri and others.

On Dec. 14 and 21, Greene will 
air his First Annual Christmas 
Shows. “I remember listening to 
HFS during the Holidays when 
every DJ had their special hour 
of Christmas songs, now being 
on Cerphe’s global station I 
thought I would bring that tradi-
tion back to the airwaves,” said 
Greene. “You’ll hear songs from 
a full spectrum of artists, includ-
ing local, and many different 
genres of music, from Christmas 
classics to undiscovered sea-
sonal gems. It really is appoint-
ment radio for the Holidays;  

Loudoun’s Quilt of Faith – Leesburg’s 
Congregation Sha’are Shalom

Stilson holds 
Christmas 
broadcasts

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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Maple Cottage Pottery in Bluemont, VA will 
host an open studio sale on Saturday, Dec. 9 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Available for purchase will 
be the varied works of LoCo Potters, a collective 
of talented local artisans. Offering functional 
works for the home and garden, holiday-themed 

Potters’ sale at Maple 
Cottage Pottery in Bluemont

BY ROBERT TALBOT

BSA Troops 962-B and 962-G, Cub Scout Pack 962, 
and local Girl Scout groups heralded a spirit of holiday 
charity with their Scouting for Food event in Lovettsville. 
Every first Saturday of November, the organizations col-

laborated to hang flyers on front doors 
throughout the town, asking for dona-
tions of non-perishable food items. 

A week later, they collected donations and transported 
them to the Western Loudoun Food Pantry. The pan-
try, run by the New Jerusalem Lutheran Church, works 
directly with people in need to supply them with food and 
other necessities. This year, the Lovettsville Scouting for 
Food event raised 3,315 pounds of food for the pantry.

The Scouts appreciate the experience far more than the 
opportunity to earn service hours. They find it rewarding 
to raise awareness of local hunger, a largely unnoticed 
issue. It is rewarding for the Scouts to see the Town of 
Lovettsville show its full support. “You never see an ad 
for this kind of effort,” said Scout Ian Murphy. “Nobody 
does it like we do.”

Much of the Scouts’ work occurs behind the scenes. In 
recent years, they have helped the pantry staff sort food 
donations as they come in, which all agree is the most 
difficult part of the event. 

“We have to organize food items by kind and expiration 
date. We usually spend two hours just sitting in chairs 
marking the expiration on each,” said Murphy. Accord-
ing to Damien Titus, “However, watching the pounds add 

up, seeing our success in how much food we got, was the 
favorite part for those who helped sort.” 

Trudging door-to-door in the chilly morning air, coor-
dinating to make sure all streets are covered, loading 
donations into pickup trucks, and weighing and sorting 
the food, is no small task. However, this is one of the 
Scouts’ favorite yearly events. 

“It makes the community realize what’s going on in 
other people’s lives and makes them want to help other 
people,” said Jude Kemp. Scouts recognize this time of year 
as a unique opportunity to spread Scout spirit to the out-
side world and inspire people to unite for a good cause.

Scouting for Food event in Lovettsville

COMMUNITY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

Scouts unload bags of donated food for weighing outside the 
New Jerusalem Church's food pantry.
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BY MAI SPARKS OF PARK VIEW HIGH SCHOOL

Riverside High School’s production of Sher-
lock Holmes by Tim Kelly was anything but 
elementary. Within even the first moments of 
the performance, we could tell that the game 
was afoot. From the sinister red lighting, to the 
flush of blue tones, it was clear the audience 
was in for a night of mystery.

Sherlock Holmes has always been a popular, 
classic detective tale. His first appearance was 
in “A Study in Scarlet.” a detective novel written 
by Arthur Conan Doyle. Of course, also making 
his first appearance is none other than Dr. Wat-
son, Sherlock’s partner in these novels. Sher-
lock Holmes quickly became the most famous 
detective in literature. Sherlock is known for 

his outstanding abilities 
in observation, deduction, 
forensic science and logi-

cal reasoning, which proves to be helpful when 
assisting the Scotland Yard.

During this production, the role of Sherlock 
Holmes is played by Arman Jaiswal. Jaiswal never fails to 
keep us on the edge of our seats. He embodies Sherlock 
in a way we have never seen before, the audience always 
entrapped by the mystery he battles to solve during this 
show. Jaiswal’s accent plays such a huge part in his abil-
ity to connect to Sherlock Holmes’s character. 

In this production, Sherlock finds himself facing a 
whole ensemble of villains, one that stood out for their 
outstanding performance was Madge Larrabee, played by 
Anna Salmon. Salmon was able to display the villainous 

motives of her character from the moment she stepped 
on stage, with her voice and body language alone, it was 
clear to the audience she was up to no good. Salmon’s 
accent never slipped, nor did her character. She did a 
wonderful job presenting herself as a manipulative type. 
The tension between these two actors on stage made for 
a phenomenal rivalry.

The beautiful steam-punk production really came 
together with the help of all cast members. Sid Prince, 
played by JoJo Smothers, brought a sense of comedic relief 
every scene he walked into. He never lacked the ability to 

break the tension with a clever remark or mis-
chievous action, sometimes gone wrong. 

The lovely Mrs. Bassick, played by Kaitlyn 
Lanigan, who brought together the flower 
woman, and the saleswoman to mask their 
dark plans. And of course, Alice Faulkner, 
whose presence is marked by the distinct 
scent of jasmine. Played by Simone Dotson, 
who stunned the audience with her gentle yet 
powerful stage presence. Dotson plays such a 
soft spoken character, who still commands the 
power on the stage and is able to keep up with 
Sherlock’s quick-witted decisions.

The set design in itself was a wonder to 
behold, the genius use of a projection on the 
back of the set to display their inner thoughts, 
the contrasting light to distinguish between 
the courageous Mr. Holmes and the criminal 

Professor Moriarty. 
The genius ways in which they used three 

different leveled flats to display different loca-
tions, and the simplicity of the props and set pieces they 
used still managed to capture the classic old London feel. 
Tech and stage crew really outdid themselves and were 
able to contribute so many small pieces into this set that 
really brought it together.  

From the outstanding actors, intricate set design, 
beautiful lighting, to captivating sound, the audience 
can deduce that Riverside High School has clearly put an 
extensive amount of time, effort and heart into this pro-
duction. Making for a captivating evening for all.

A Cappies Review of Riverside High School’s production of Sherlock Homes

COMMUNITY

Anna Salmon, Chance McGill, Simone Dotson, and Arman Jaiswal in Riverside High 
School’s production of Sherlock Holmes. 
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We won’t leave you powerless.

INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

GWPGWP
POWER SOLUTIONSPOWER SOLUTIONS

540-533-0232
gwppowersolutions.com

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service 
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE – NATURAL GAS – DIESEL

t t

Quality Generators Since 1927
ASCO Power

Technologies®

GENERATORS
Servicing All Brands

 

 

27 Good Shepherd Road, Bluemont, VA 
(just west of the Appalachian Trail in the Village of Pine Grove, Clarke County)  

 Come as you are. All are welcome!  

www.goodshepherdbluemont.com |540-252-5825 

    The Rev. Deborah Rutter & The Rev. Martha Clark

The garden,  Stations  of  the  Cross outdoor trail,  and  sanctuary
 are  always open for prayer and meditation. 

Worship in the Woods 

Join us for Holy Eucharist on Sundays (11 a.m.)
Advent Lessons & Carols (Dec 10 at 11 a.m.) 
Christmas Eve candlelight service (4 p.m.) and 
Christmas Lessons & Carols on New Year's Eve
   (Dec 31 @ 11 a.m.)

at historic
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 

Since 1948, Emmanuel Episcopal Church has created 
“The Christmas Shop”, a carefully curated selection of 
vendors who bring their special wares to town to let peo-
ple shop for a cause. While guests are choosing quality 
presents for their loved ones, a portion of the vendors’ 
profit is going to local charities.

Two floors of Emmanuel’s Parish House at 105 E. Wash-
ington St., Middleburg, will become a shopper’s holiday 
wonderland with 19 very different venues. Men’s and 
women’s clothing, health and beauty products, jewelry, 
decorative arts, kitchen ware, fine art, Christmas Tree 
ornaments and tasty food gifts are among the many items 
shoppers can browse.

The tradition began 75 years ago, when shopping for 
gifts was a vastly different experience than it is today. The 
Christmas Shop reprises the intimacy of strolling through 
the village finding unique gifts for our special people.

The Christmas Shop is open from Friday Dec. 8 through 
Sunday Dec. 10, 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day and 3 p.m. on Sunday. A free-will offering of $5 will be 
asked at the door.

Participating merchants contribute 15% of sales to 
Emmanuel Church, which shares the proceeds through 
grants with its local partners, such as A Place To Be, Windy 
Hill, Seven Loaves, LAWS and Blue Ridge Hospice. Added 
to a good holiday time is knowing that your purchases will 
help someone in need.

For more information, go to www.EmmanuelMiddle-
burg.org or call 540 687-6297.

On Thursday, Nov. 16, officials from 
the Loudoun County Combined Fire 
and Rescue System, Loudoun County 
Government, the Loudoun County 
Department of Transportation and 
Capitol Infrastructure and the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors broke 
ground on a new fire and rescue station 
that will serve the residents of Aldie 
and the Rt. 50 corridor.

The new 23,000 square foot facility 
will replace the existing Aldie Fire and Rescue Sta-
tion and provide an updated, accessible facility for 
Loudoun County Fire and Rescue personnel that 

staff the station along with the Aldie Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The Christmas Shop, 
Middleburg’s oldest 
holiday tradition, turns 75

Officials break ground on new Aldie Fire Station

Loudoun local who grew up in Sterling, Dr. Minh Nguyen, 
along with his family and friends, the Town of Purcellville 
and the Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated the grand opening ceremony and ribbon 
cutting of his business – Excelsior Orthodontics. 

His state-of-the-art office is located at 205 E Hirst Road, 
Suite 105 in Purcellville. Excelsior Orthodontics is open 
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5p.m. Their 
website is ExcelsiorOrthodontics.com.

Purcellville 
welcomes Excelsior 
Orthodontics

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »
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BY MIRANDA RIDGLEY OF STONE BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

To some, witches are a childhood story. 
To others, a fun and classic Halloween 
costume. But to the citizens of Salem, 
Massachusetts, it is a sensitive topic that 
isn’t to be trifled with. And yet, it still is 
in Panther Productions’ chilling perfor-
mance of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible. 
The story, written in 1953, follows a man, 
his wife, and his mistress as their town 
gets tangled up in dangerous witchery 
accusations. Growing like weeds, the sus-
picion quickly poisons the minds of all, 
regardless of status or power, till trust is 
lost in everyone, even themselves.

The troubled man in the middle of this 
whirlwind, John Proctor, was undoubtedly 
perfected by Owen Cook. Cook bewitched 
the audience with his remarkable ability 
to convey his character’s emotion at any 
given moment throughout. This, paired 
with the carefully crafted relationship 
between him and Elizabeth Proctor, ele-
vates Cook’s acting to one that rivals pro-
fessionals. Speaking of Elizabeth, Lauren 
Ignazzitto can bring to life such manner-
isms that could not have been better rep-
licated by a woman of that time – from 
calculated pauses in conversation to the 
physicality between her and John’s tense 

moments in a relationship that grows 
despite the adversity they go through.

This terrifying tale could not have been 
accomplished without Avery Medina por-
traying the vexatious Abigail Williams. 
From the oh-so-sweet girl who fell in 
love with a married man to the manip-
ulative maiden who casts the blame on 
the nearest person at a moment’s notice, 
Medina creates remarkable contrast in 
every scene that she appears in, truly 
bringing this play to new heights. Simi-
larly, Landon Ulrich as Deputy Governor 
Danforth takes Act Two by storm with a 
commanding stage presence and pow-
erful line delivery which wholly comple-
ments his character in the best way.

Adding to the exceptionality of this 
show was the impressively dedicated 
ensemble. From minute background 
details in each scene to invigorating 
physical portrayals of possession, the 
dancing ladies were arguably one of the 
most influential parts of the experience.

But of course, the petrifyingly convinc-
ing acting only goes so far, and what they 
couldn’t show was impeccably presented 
by tech. Most notable were the sets, led 
by Kara Adamson. Though at first unsus-
pecting, the backdrop adds the perfect 

rustic and historical touch to each scene. 
The accuracy of each piece, from the 
courtroom benches to the bed itself, was 
heavily researched and hand-crafted by 
the students themselves. 

Hand-in-hand with sets, lighting (led 
by Sarah Chung), encapsulated the dire 
mood of each scene through minuscule 
choices, such as LEDs ingrained in the 
set and a gobo that ties together the 
show with a noose at the very end. These 
choices truly show the importance of the 
small details in a bigger picture. Last but 
certainly not least, is Hair and Make-up’s 
(led by Isabelle Sullivan) artistic ability to 

physically show what each of the char-
acters had suffered in this harsh story 
through sickly faces, gashes, and so much 
more.

Potomac Falls’ display of this well-
known cautionary tale leaves a chill in 
those who dare to see it. 

With flawless actors that seemingly 
put a spell on the audience with their 
incredible talent and a crew conjuring an 
incredible understanding of each indi-
vidual technical aspect, this department 
exceeded all expectations with an invig-
orating performance that will keep audi-
ences hung up on it for a long time.

A Cappies Review of Potomac Falls HS’s The Crucible

Company of The Crucible in Potomac Falls High School’s production.

Loudoun County Arts Curator Steena 
Fullmer hangs several pieces of art from 
the private art collection of Leesburg resi-
dent Tom Jewell at Gallery One, located in 
the lobby of the Loudoun County Govern-
ment Center on Nov. 6. 

Jewell donated over 100 pieces of art to 
the Loudoun County government in 2020. 
His collection represents a wide array 
of art forms and styles, including both 
2D and 3D art. Gallery One exhibits are 
coordinated by the Loudoun County Art 
Advisory Committee whose members are 
appointed by the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors. The committee is responsible 

for exhibiting work by Loudoun artists and 
maintaining and exhibiting the county’s 
permanent art collection. 

County residents who would like to 
have their art displayed can contact the 
Art Advisory Committee for consider-
ation. The Art Advisory Committee main-
tains a permanent collection of roughly 90 
pieces, including sculpture and ongoing 
rotated exhibits. For more information 
about the committee, visit loudoun.gov/
advisory-art.

The public can view the current exhibit 
at 1 Harrison St. SE in Leesburg through 
Jan. 5, 2024.

Tom Jewell art displayed at Gallery One
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LOUDOUN CARES TO ADMINISTER, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Any applicant who does not have 
access to the internet may call 
Loudoun Cares at 703-669-4636 
for assistance in submitting an 
application.

More Information

For more information about other 
rent assistance programs offered 
by Loudoun County, visit loudoun.
gov/rentassistance. For information 
about all Loudoun County housing 
programs and services, visit loudoun.
gov/housing.

staffing to support K9 officers being 
removed from traditional patrol 
squads. They would only be dis-
patched as a back-up officer or for 
duties specific to K9 officers. The 
K9 program consists of three dogs 
and handlers, but a fourth dog and 
handler are recommended with 
training in explosive detection.

Currently the LPD is undergoing 
a $26.5 million renovation project 
expected to be completed in late 
2025 to enhance and enlarge the 
27-year-old building’s facilities and 
amenities while modernizing the 
campus. Construction began Sept. 
22.

The project will further build 
out existing locker rooms, includ-
ing significant expansions to the 
women’s locker room. The plans 
also include additional office space, 
interview rooms and an expanded 
parking lot for police cruisers. 

A mezzanine level will also be 
built in the one-story building, 
where a fitness center will be added 
for police officers and staff to use. 
Renovations will include improve-
ments to the electrical room and 
existing facilities, according to 
Dewberry Architecture in Leesburg, 
the project’s design contractor.

POLICE CHIEF GIVES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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LOUDOUN COUNTY ADULT DAY CENTERS  
For Seniors with Physical Limitations or Memory Loss 

Offering engaging activities, individualized personal care, nutritious lunch  
and snacks, exercise, medication administration, health monitoring and  

limited transportation. Open weekdays from 7:30AM to 5:30PM. 
 

Our licensed adult day  
centers provide: 
 A safe, social environment 

with therapeutic activities 
 Respite for caregivers  
    needing support & free time 
 Reasonable sliding scale fees 

Purcellville 
co-located w/ Carver Center 

200 Willie Palmer Way 
571-258-3402 

 

Leesburg 
near Leesburg Airport 

16501 Meadowview Ct. 
703-771-5334 

 

Video online at:  www.loudoun.gov/adultday 
Administered by Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging, Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 

Ashburn 
off Loudoun County Pkwy 

45140 Bles Park Drive 
 571-258-3232 
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
   37018 Glendale St, Purcellville, VA 20132 

www.stpetes.net • (540) 338-7307 

2023 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 

Advent Wreath Workshop - Dec. 3, 11:00am 

Christmas Youth Event – Dec. 16, Noon 

Blue Christmas - Dec. 21, 7:00pm 
 A Service of  Healing & Hope 

Family Christmas Eve – Dec. 24, 5:00pm 

Festival Prelude Music – Dec. 24, 10:30pm 

Candlelight Holy Eucharist – Dec. 24, 11:00pm 

Christmas Day Eucharist – Dec. 25, 11:00am 

Quiet on the set!  Local filmmakers 
are invited to submit films for the sev-
enth annual Cabin Fever Film Festival 
co-hosted by the Franklin Park Perform-
ing and Visual Arts Center and the Town 
of Purcellville Arts Council. This festival, 
which will be held Jan. 26 and 27, 2024, 
highlights films made by Loudoun County 
residents. 

This year, festival organizers are adding 
a screening for youth films which will be 
held Friday, Jan. 26 beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
The main festival will start the same eve-
ning at 7 p.m. and continue Saturday at 10 
a.m. The full schedule will be posted online 
on Jan. 16, 2024. Break that cabin fever in 
late-January and enjoy the seventh year of 
Purcellville’s only film festival. 

The theme for this year’s festival is 
“Connections.” Winners in the categories 
of Best in Theme, Festival Favorite, and 
Most Likely to Break Cabin Fever will each 
receive $500 and a trophy hand-crafted 
by a local artist. Those who participate in 
the youth screening will be recognized for 
their submissions.

Roll sound!  Entries should be a mini-
mum of 1 minute, and no longer than 60 

minutes long.  All films should be in dig-
ital (mp4) format on a flash drive or on a 
DVD. Any subject matter is acceptable 
keeping in mind that the Cabin Fever Film 
Festival is a family-friendly event. Films 
can include live action, stop motion, ani-
mation, etc. Entry fee is $10 for first film 
entry, $5 for each additional film entry.  

Films should be dropped off to Franklin 
Park Arts Center (36441 Blueridge View 
Lane, Purcellville, VA 20132) between Fri-
day, Dec. 1, and Friday, Jan. 5, 2024, Mon-
day – Friday, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  
An application can be completed and fees 
paid at the time of film drop off. The appli-
cation is available online at www.franklin-
parkartscenter.org. 

Marker! Important festival dates:

• Dec. 1, – Jan. 5, 2024: submissions 
accepted

• Jan. 16, 2024: announce the slate of 
films

• Jan. 26 and 27, 2024: festival
 
Action!  Filmmakers must complete reg-

istration form and submit with film and 

BY AUDREY CARPENTER

From a well-worn red diary 
to family letters and a danc-
ing academy flier, an exhibit 
highlighting new archival 
collections is on display in 
the Margaret Mercer Room 
of Thomas Balch Library 
through December. 

The exhibit also explores 
how the library acquires new 
items for its collections. 
Library staff monitor eBay, 
auction catalogs and other 
sources to stay aware of 
potential acquisitions, said 
Laura Christiansen, the 
library’s curator. 

People also donate items 
to the library, which is one of the region’s 
well known libraries for historical arti-
facts. In fact, there is an entire wing of 
the library devoted to storing the arti-
facts - all available for public review.

Of note is the Timothy Taylor Jr. Let-
ter, 1813 describing the Battle of Craney 
Island, and materials from the Scatter-
day/Beans Financial Documents Collec-
tion, 1829-1903. Both collections were 
recently processed by Thomas Balch 

Library interns.
The exhibit is viewable during the 

library’s operating hours, which are 
Monday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesday from 2 to 8 
p.m., Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. For more 
information call 703-737-7195 or email 
balchlib@leesburgva.gov. 

Call for submissions for 7th Annual 
Cabin Fever Film Festival

Several rare finds on exhibit at 
Thomas Balch Library

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 »
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with this ad

Dr. Mike:
Our 5th grade 11-year-old daughter 

is having a terrible time at school this 
year because she’s being pushed out of 
her longtime friend group. There wasn’t 
an incident as far as we know, but she 
doesn’t get invited to play and hang out 
much, she’s not invited to many birthday 
parties. She’s being put down or left out 
on social media.  

We’ve had many a tearful night, and 
our daughter is now wanting to trans-
fer schools.  She basically goes to school 
unhappy and comes home unhappy. She 
spends a lot of time in her room. She 
barely left the house last weekend, and 
we’re worried that she’s depressed.  

We’ve done a little parental research 
on her phone, and it seems that there 
are a couple of strong personalities in 
the friend group that are driving a wedge 
between the girls as a group and our 
daughter. It’s also apparent to us that 
the interests of the girls are changing 
with some of the girls being focused on 
boys and make-up. Our daughter is still 
a young 11-year-old and not into those 
topics yet. Help! 

– Worried Parent

Worried Parent:
As parents, watching our children 

struggle socially can be heart breaking, 
especially when it seems that there’s 
not much we can do to help.  There are, 
however, several things you can do to 
address the problem. I would start by 
reaching out to your daughter’s teacher. 
They are pretty good at knowing what’s 
going on with their students socially, 
and they’re also usually quick to pick up 
on bullying, teasing or the sort of hurt-
ful changing friendship dynamic that 
you’ve described.  

Your daughter’s teacher will likely 
have some good ideas to improve things 
for her. Her teacher or the school coun-
selor could help to find opportunities for 
meaningful peer-to-peer interactions, 
projects and activities as a good start for 
your daughter and the involved girls.  

You can also reach out to the parents 
of your daughter’s friends to let them 
know what is going on since they may 
not know how bad things are for your 
daughter or how she’s being pushed out 
by the girls. Perhaps the moms and/or 
dads can plan a few fun gatherings for 
the girls to smooth things over.

It’s important to push your daughter 
to do more during this difficult time. By 
sitting in her room after school and/or 
by not leaving the house much over the 
weekend, your daughter is just ruminat-
ing about what’s hurting her, which is 
only going to make her feel worse. Par-
ticipating in a club or group activity, or 
joining a team sport could serve to get 
her socially confident again.  

You write that your daughter may be 
depressed, so I think it’s important to 
check in with her. By talking to her about 
her thoughts and feelings, you will be 
able to gauge where she is emotionally 
and how bad things are for her. 

Having her see a child therapist – even 
for a wellness check for a session or two 
– might be a good idea. Therapy will pro-
vide her with a safe place to process her 
feelings while learning more adaptive 
strategies and coping skills.    

Transferring schools is always an 
option, but one I wouldn’t exercise until 
you’ve exhausted your efforts to cor-
rect things. It’s possible that the cur-
rent social dynamic is too much for your 
daughter to handle at her current school, 
but it’s also possible that things will 
improve with effort and time.

Remember, we can’t rescue our chil-
dren from their problems, but it’s our job 
to help them to find solutions when they 
struggle. I’m hopeful that your daugh-
ter will get to a better place with her 
longtime besties, or find joy in the new 
friendships she will form.  

Michael Oberschneider, Psy.D. “Dr. 
Mike” is a clinical psychologist in private 
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline 
Plaza Suite 240, Ashburn.        

DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

The facility will include apparatus 
bays, bunkroom facilities, a training 
room, a break room, restrooms and 
showers, food preparation and din-
ing areas, laundry and decontamina-
tion areas, supply storage, a gear and 
hose drying area, a breathing appa-
ratus air compressor room, a fitness 
room, offices, and a repair shop. Addi-
tionally, the updated technology and 
design of the building will provide 
for much needed occupational cancer 
protections.

“When someone calls 911 for a fire 
or a cardiac arrest, we have only min-
utes to ensure enough fire and rescue 

personnel and equipment arrive at the 
scene to get water on the fire or reach 
the patient to provide lifesaving emer-
gency care, said System Chief Keith 
Johnson. “In addition to being a mod-
ern and safe facility for our firefight-
ers, the location of the new fire station 
will facilitate the quick response times 
needed to protect Aldie and the sur-
rounding community.”

To follow along with the progress 
and learn more about the Aldie Fire 
and Rescue Station project, go to 
the DTCI project webpage. For infor-
mation on the Loudoun County Com-
bined Fire and Rescue System please 
visit loudoun.gov/fire.  

OFFICIALS BREAK GROUND, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

24 BLUE RIDGE LEADER & LOUDOUN TODAY | WWW.BLUERIDGELEADER.COM DECEMBER 2023
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The study found that during school hours, the cumu-
lative daily average vehicle count was 2,356, with 
an average daily violation of 676 for the three school 
zones. This equates to about 38% of drivers exceeding 
the speed limit in the three school zones studied. 

The speed cameras will generate an unknown amount 
of annual revenue as the amount will be dependent on 
vendor options, number of violations issued and num-
ber of participating sites. However, the Chief said there 
should be no “net cost” associated with the program 
because it would be violator-funded. 

A sworn officer is needed to verify each violation and 
potentially testify in court if citations are contested, 
but the Chief said it is unlikely that LPD could absorb 
the impact with current staffing levels, and said con-
sideration should be given to hiring one or more flex 
part-time officers for support.

She said some agencies have utilized current 
employees paying overtime, while other agencies have 
deployed retired law enforcement employees. The 
anticipated hourly rate is estimated at $50 per hour 
for retired officers, but final rates would be established 
as the program is further developed. A sworn officer is 
needed to verify each violation and potentially testify 
in court if citations are contested. 

The Chief added, “After consulting with other juris-
dictions and multiple vendors, the best avenue to pur-
sue would be to partner with a private vendor,” stating 
the vendor would be responsible for the installation 
and maintenance of cameras while providing addi-
tional administrative support for the program. The sys-
tems would need a photo verification that the school 

zone speed signs were flashing for court challenges. 
In 2020, the Virginia General Assembly created code 

§ 46.2-882.1, “Use of Photo Speed Monitoring Devices 
in Highway Work Zones and School Crossing Zones.”

Photo speed 

monitoring devices utilize radar or LIDAR for speed 
detection and produce one or more photographs, 
micrographs, videotapes or other recorded images of a 
vehicle. 

According to the Code, there is no limit on the num-
ber of school zones speed cameras the Town may have, 
but all sites must have a traffic study completed prior 
to installation and there is a requirement for a public 
awareness campaign prior to implementation. Signage 
about the speed cameras must be posted at all school 
locations within 1,000 feet. 

Violations must be at least 10 miles per hour above 
the posted school zone speed limit, but the locality 
determines the threshold. The civil citation goes to the 
registered owner via mail with a fee of no more than 
$100. There are no points applied to a driving record. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation’s “Safe 
Routes to School” program has been active in Virginia 
since 2007 to make walking and riding to school safer 
for students. According to their literature, a generation 
ago, 90% of students walked or biked to school. Today, 
it’s only 10%. walking and biking to school decreases 
traffic congestion and pollution while increasing phys-
ical exercise. 

The SRTS website has dozens of resources and dis-
tributes quarterly newsletters and regular e-blasts 
with information about grants and best practices from 

communities in Virginia and elsewhere. Jurisdictions 
can apply for a variety of grants through the Transpor-
tation Alternatives Programs funding through SRTS. 
Information on that is here: https://www.virginiadot.
org/programs/srts_school_travel_plans_and_grants.
asp. 

SRTS offers “Quarterly Calls” for the public to learn 
more about its program. The next call is scheduled for 
Dec. 13 and the topic will be crossing guard shortages, 
said Katherine Graham, the Virginia SRTS coordinator. 
To participate in that upcoming call, contact: Kather-
ine.graham@vdot.virginia.gov.

The SRTS 2021-2026 strategic plan can be found here: 
https://www.virginiadot.org/programs/resources/safe_
routes/2016-2017/Main_Page/2021-2026_Virginia_
SRTS_Strategic_Plan.pdf.

EXPLORING SPEED CAMERAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

items, and many one-of-a-kind art pieces, this is an 
opportunity to shop for last minute handmade Hol-
iday gifts at an outdoor event that follows current 
health and safety recommendations.

 All works are dishwasher and microwave safe. 
There will also be a blazing fire pit for warmth and 
cheer.

Maple Cottage Pottery is located at 18301 Clayton 
Hall Rd., Bluemont, VA 20135. From Rt 7, turn onto 
the long paved driveway just before the “Welcome to 
Bluemont” sign.  

For more information contact: maplecottagepot-
tery@gmail.com.  

POTTERS’ SALE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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in Loudoun feature electric vehicle charging 
stations, bike racks, daily parking and reserved 
parking. Loudoun County operates the Ashburn 
South and Loudoun Gateway garages. The 
Ashburn North garage, which is operated 
privately, is also an option for commuters. 
Information about parking at Loudoun’s Metro 
station is online.

• Silver Line Bus Routes: Loudoun County Transit 
runs bus service that connects riders with 
Metrorail, including to and from Loudoun Park 
and Ride lots. It costs $1.00 to ride all Silver Line 
bus routes. For additional details about each 
route, including the location of bus stops, times 
of routes and maps of routes, visit loudoun.gov/
silverlinebusroutes.

• Plan Your Trip: Riders can plan their trips with 

online tools, including Google Maps, Transit 
app, and WMATA’s Metro Trip Planner, which 
includes Metrorail service and bus service to 
and from Metrorail stations and other regional 
resources. You can also use the planner to 
calculate your fare, which is based on the service, 
ride length, day and time you ride. Purchase 
a SmarTrip® card, which is the easiest method 
to pay Metrorail fares. More information 
about planning your trip is online.

Visit loudoun.gov/riderinformation for details  
about Loudoun County Transit, including commuter, 
local-fixed route, Metro connection and paratransit 
bus services; planning a trip; service alerts; and how 
to ride safely.

Everything commuters need to know about access-
ing and using Metro from Loudoun County is posted 
at loudoun.gov/silverline.

long-term effects on Virginians, Vir-
ginia’s climate goals, and the state’s 
natural resources. Data center propos-
als are being approved broadly with lit-
tle understanding of their cumulative 
impacts and often behind nondisclosure 
agreements that prevent community 
members from participating fully in the 
process.”  

PEC is a Virginia nonprofit and an 
accredited land trust which focuses on 
conservation, restoration, smart growth 
and environmental issues, according to 
its website.

From PEC’s website, Julie Bolthouse 
wrote, “As director of land use here at 
The Piedmont Environmental Council, 
I’m accustomed to responding to major 
development proposals. However, I’ve 
never seen anything quite like this past 

year. The size, scale, and speed at which 
applications for data center projects 
are coming in and being approved is 
astounding.” 

She added, “Localities have rezoned 
thousands of acres for data center 
development, often with little scrutiny. 
Additionally, power contracts and water 
withdrawal and air quality permits are 
being lined up behind the scenes. The 
cumulative effect of all that’s being 
approved is not yet understood, and 
because many of these projects have 
yet to be constructed, communities are 
likely to discover important impacts far 
too late.”

The coalition is urging the state to 
study the cumulative effects of data cen-
ter development on the state’s electrical 
grid, water resources, air quality, and 
land conservation efforts, and to insti-
tute several common-sense regulatory 

and rate-making reforms. 
It will highlight several ways the data 

center industry in Virginia has failed to 
prioritize community concerns by pro-
posing mega-campuses in inappropriate 
locations, such as near historic battle-
fields and cultural resources, schools, and 
residential communities. These data cen-
ters consume excessive amounts of water 
with little oversight’ install thousands of 
large diesel generators that threaten local 
and regional air quality. They also compel 
massive energy infrastructure upgrades 
paid for by ratepayers. 

In addition, speakers will discuss the 
significant threats data centers are pos-
ing to Virginia’s clean energy progress.

Secretive veil

More and more, land use decisions 
around data centers are occurring behind 
a veil of secrecy forged by nondisclosure 
agreements and Virginia Freedom of Infor-
mation Act violations, the coalition said. 

NEW COALITION FORMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PEC Town Hall meeting in Warrenton on transmission lines and data centers. 

The red lines indicate 
where new electric 
transmission lines would 
be built. The brown lines 
indicate expansion of 
existing right of ways. 
The purple lines indicate 
rebuilding in existing right 
of ways. Map courtesy of 
the Piedmont Environmental 
Council.

The Blue Ridge Leader can confirm 
this fact. While working on a separate 
story on data centers we were told in one 
instance the owner of a data center could 
not be revealed due to a nondisclosure 
agreement, and in another instance a 
data center tenant would remain private.

The coalition will ask the state gov-
ernment to step in and require more 
transparency on the part of data center 
developers and require them to mitigate 
the negative environmental impacts of 
the industry by shifting the cost of new 
transmission lines and power generation 
onto the industry players, rather than on 
the backs of Virginia’s ratepayers.

These issues were presented at a Nov. 
13 Town Hall on Transmission Lines and 
Data Centers in Warrenton where coali-
tion members talked to a packed house 
of attendees. A similar Town Hall meet-
ing is scheduled for Loudoun County on 
Nov. 30 at the Old Stone School in Hills-
boro located at 37098 Charlestown Pike.

entry fee. Cash, checks (payable to County of Loudoun) or 
credit card. Franklin Park Arts Center is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Questions should be directed to Elizabeth Bracey, Manager, 
Franklin Park Performing and Visual Arts Center Elizabeth.
Bracey@loudoun.gov or 540-338-7973.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

SILVER LINE METROLINE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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so gather the family around the speakers.”
Some of the artists you’ll hear are John Prine, Burl 

Ives, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Elvis, The Temptations, Todd 
Wright, Brian Setzer, The Muppets, The Ronettes, Michael 
Shepard and many, many more.

For more information contact Stilson Greene at stu-
dio@stilsongreene.com.

STILSON HOLDS CHRISTMAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

 

 

Sharp Blades
We Come to You!Ronnie Fox

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Lawn Mower, Small Tractors & Bushogs
Blade Sharpening & Maintenance
Oil Changes l Greasing l Repairs

Householder Heating & Cooling
703-777-5898

Harry E. Householder, Owner
Cell: 703-627-2420
HEHHVAC@aol.com

604 S. King St., Suite 004, Leesburg, VA 20175

Mowing
Fertilizing
Aerating
Seeding
Spring & Fall Cleanup
Mulching
Leaf Removal
Bed Preparation
Landscape Maintenance

Locally owned and operated

Brian W. Ebelhare

703 989-1472

GrassWorksLLC@verizon.net

Tree Experts For Over 30 Years 
Family Owned & Operated

540-533-8092
Call Brian Today!

WINTERSPECIAL 20% OFFwith this ad!

Email us:  

advertise
@blueridgeleader.com

Distinctive Real Estate
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Jeff Pearl
REALTOR®

Email: jeffpearlhomes@gmail.com
Website: jeffpearl.remaxdistinctive.com

6846 Elm Street
McLean, VA 22101

Office: (703) 821-1840
Cell: (703) 727-4876

16322 Grasmere Place, Round Hill 

Marlena Bremseth
540-338-8403 

SPECIAL 
OCCASION 

CAKES

Raven’s 
Revenge Inc.

Old Fashioned Homemade Jams, 
Preserves, Salsa, Artisan Breads, 

Canning Instruction

its own, and certainly doesn’t need my 
little tale of enlightenment. The stone 
portion of the structure dates back to 
1911 – built by the sons and grandsons 
of former slaves. The name itself comes 
from an early pastor in the Church’s 

timeline, and the congregation main-
tained a school on the site from the early 
1870’s – just after the Civil War – until 
around 1940. 

I’m told that the Preservation Founda-
tion for the Church currently maintains 
a lease on the property, with hopes of a 

future purchase, and permanent protec-
tion. Oh, and the congregation contin-
ues worship services a couple of Sundays 
each month, with everyone welcome to 
attend. 

And so – it was quite late in life for me 
to discover this historic, little place of the 

Spirit. It was even later for me to chance 
upon the source of light ‘from within,’ 
but it appears that the congregation has 
been in on the secret for quite some time, 
indeed. I said at the beginning of the story 
that the place seemed to be sleeping; per-
haps, but very much alive.  

TIM JON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

specials, a honey tasting, and sales on 
some of their favorite gift items. All pur-
chases of $100 or more will also receive 
a 20% discount. Owner, Meredith Brown 
said, “We are busy stocking our shelves 
with fun holiday gifts and food items. 
Our coffee bar will be serving seasonal 
drinks. We are looking forward to wel-
coming customers, new and old, to our 
shop.”   

Northern Virginia’s favorite vintage 
store, Nostalgia Boutique, will be the 
hub for Purcellville. Customers will be 
treated to 20% off at Nostalgia as well 
as their menswear boutique, Mister on 
Main. The party continues in the back 
parking lot where Walsh Family Winery 
will be offering tastings of their prod-
ucts and mixologist Mick Perrigo will 
be serving non-alcoholic beverages 
and pouring samples from Catoctin 

Distillery. There will also be several 
vendors selling vintage clothing, hand-
made candles, and home décor.

 “Events like this, really help to 
showcase our town and the surround-
ing areas to people who otherwise 
wouldn’t venture to explore all that 
our small town has to offer,” said Redd.

“There’s no need to shop the big box 
stores this year, simply travel along 
the 7-mile stretch from Round Hill, to 

Purcellville, to Hamilton, and see all 
the goodies our local businesses have 
just waiting for you.”

The Purcellville Christmas Parade 
is also on this day, so be sure to come 
early and get your spot.

The Three Town Winter Get Down 
event goes from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
check the website www.3twgd.com to 
see the individual hours for each par-
ticipating business.

THREE TOWN WINTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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On Monday, Oct. 30, 2006, Mayor 
Lazaro responded, “The Planning Com-
mission has recommended that your 
property be shown as private open 
space, I support that change and respect 
the wishes of the neighborhood that 
nothing further be pursued.” 

Fast forward a decade plus, and now 
the HOA’s common open space has been 
encumbered by Town Ordinance and 
Official Zoning Maps, including Article 
14a protection as a Historic Corridor 
Overlay District and Article 12 as part of 
the Town’s Floodplain Overlay District. 

Article 12’s primary purpose is to 
“protect the lives and property” of Town 
residents from the dangers associated 
with flooding, when wetlands like this 
are disturbed by development (like add-
ing massive amount of fill dirt into the 
floodplain as proposed by the construc-
tion of the 7/890 Interchange). 

On Oct. 16, 2018, the County Board of 
Supervisors purchased an encumbered 
HOA Lot from a young family using 
taxpayer dollars.  This HOA Lot is com-
monly known as LOT 74.  

With this purchase, the County 
stopped paying real estate taxes to the 
Town and allowed this once beautiful 
home overlooking the HOA’s common 
open space to deteriorate. The County 
also allowed law enforcement to con-
duct close quarter training in the home, 
kicking in doors and breaking win-
dows, with little to no respect for other 

HOA homeowners who witnessed this 
activity. 

Because the County purchase was an 
encumbered HOA property, the County 
automatically became an HOA member 
and was obligated to pay assessments 
(dues) and abide by the covenants, con-
ditions, and restrictions. 

This purchase stayed unnoticed by 
most of the HOA families until Nov. 
2022, as most assumed the County had 
taken the home and property by emi-
nent domain proceedings.  

In April 2022, a newly elected HOA 
Board contacted Supervisor Tony Buff-
ington’s office concerning these issues 
and presented them with all the HOA 
governing documents. Ms. Christi 
Maple, Chief of Staff reached out to 
apologize and promised that the County 
would clean up the trash and debris in 
the lot and maintain the grass per the 
HOA covenants. 

By ignorance or by arrogance or both, 
the County’s unwitting purchase of an 
HOA encumbered property has compli-
cated the County’s goal to construct the 
new Rt. 7/690 Interchange.  

Although the County has the author-
ity to use eminent domain to acquire 
private property in the county, the 
County does not have eminent domain 
power to acquire land rights from other 
political subdivisions within the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, such as the Town 
of Purcellville.  

What the County would prefer is for 

the Town Council to use its authority 
to execute proceedings in condemna-
tion, as suggested in the County Board 
of Supervisors Finance/Government 
Operations and Economic Development 
Committee reports from Dec. 13, 2022, 
and Jan. 10, 2023. 

During the June 13 Town Council 
meeting, Mayor Stan Milan promised he 
had no personal intention as Mayor to 
turn his back on the Catoctin Meadows 
citizens regarding floodplain easement 
vacation concerns. 

“The Town Council will not turn our 
backs on the Mayfair or Catoctin Mead-
ows HOA citizens, but I am just one 
vote,” Mayor Milan said.

However, on Nov. 14, 2023, at the 
monthly Board of Supervisors Finance, 
Government Operations and Economic 
Development Committee meeting, 
Chair Phyllis J. Randall was able to table 
the vote to approve the phased approach 
for the 7/690 Interchange.

Chair Randall alluded that she, along 
with Tony Buffington and other mem-
bers of the community, thought that a 
survey of what the residents in the area 
might want could be helpful in moving 
the Town Council to vacate the Town 
Floodplain easements with the HOA. 

Chair Randall added that she is going 
to take one more run at the Town Coun-
cil post-election and encourage them to 
conduct a survey to understand what the 
citizenry may want.

Chair Randall who claims to be an 

advocate for the protection of western 
Loudoun’s diminishing pristine forested 
wetlands and stream beds is now advo-
cating to destroy land that she com-
monly owns along with 73 families in 
Purcellville.

For 26 years, the 74 families of Cato-
ctin Meadows have been faithful stew-
ards of this once-orphaned 14.2-acre 
property. These dedicated and loving 
HOA families have cared for this prop-
erty by leaving it in its most natural 
state, allowing its wildlife to return and 
the land to heal from the 1980s con-
struction of the Rt. 7 Bypass.  

These dedicated families have hon-
ored the Town encumbrances placed 
on their land as part of the Town’s His-
toric Corridor Overlay District and trust 
the Town is looking after their lives and 
property within the Towns Floodplain 
jurisdiction. They continue to be good 
stewards of this invaluable wetlands.

Ron Rise Sr. is the founder and CEO of 
Rocketmagic, LLC, an aerospace engineer 
with 46 years’ experience building and 
managing multiple propulsion test and 
launch facilities in Virginia, Camden 
Arkansas, NASA Stennis Space Center 
Mississippi and Mojave California.  He 
and his wife Becky moved to Catoctin 
Meadows in 1998 where they raised their 
two sons and enjoy the small-town charm 
of Purcellville with their beagle named 
Sadie. 

FAITHFUL STEWARDS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

money, incumbency or candidate quality matters most. 
I’d posit that this year, all those factors were about 
equal.    

Now to some individual races.
Chair: Phyllis Randall (D) had the closest race of any 

incumbent. She was probably hurt by the contretemps 
over her travels, Gary Katz (R) ran a surprising race, and 
Sam Kroiz (I) was a spoiler. Contrary to speculation, 
Randall won’t run for the House of Representatives, so 
she’ll be chair for another four years. That’s good.

Catoctin: Caleb Kershner (R) won handily over John 
Ellis (I.) Ellis had the backing of conservation voters, 
but Kershner is an excellent politician, if not a true-
blue protector of our rural life. 

Little River: Long-time aide to Supervisors, Laura 
Tekrony (D,) won this new seat by seven points. I called 
Rich Ramus, Loudoun’s Future Executive Vice Pres-
ident, for his reaction. “We gave her a lot of money 
at the beginning to help jump-start her campaign.” 
Laura is well-liked, and that money certainly helped: 

A seven-point victory was only a 1,200-vote margin, so 
every vote counted.

Ashburn: Mike Turner (D) beat newcomer Tumay 
Harding (R) by 2,200 votes, a good margin. Turner is 
perhaps the hardest-working Supervisor and is full of 
ideas we like. 

Dulles: Incumbent Matt Letourneau (R) easily 
defeated Puja Khanna (D.) Khanna was very aggressive 
in asking for contributions and ended up with about 
the same war chest as Letourneau. Letourneau is a good 
candidate and more importantly, a very good Supervisor.

Algonkian: Incumbent Juli Briskman (D) gained 
fame and first won her seat due to a photograph of her 
flipping off President Trump’s motorcade. Challenger 
Debbie Rose (R) was a good candidate this year but was 
outspent by Briskman, who retained the seat. Conser-
vation interests seemed to like Rose and gave pretty 
heavily to her, but that’s become a very Democratic dis-
trict and the outcome was a disappointment to them.

Other districts: Kristen Umstattd (D, Leesburg) 
and Koran Saines (D, Sterling) were unopposed. Sylvia 

Glass (D, Broad Run) easily defeated her Republican 
opponent.

Other Races Worth Mentioning

While most of us focused on the Supervisors’ elec-
tion, there was an interesting sea change on the School 
Board: All the winners are newcomers. The old, bad 
School Board is just a nightmarish memory. Let’s hope 
the new Board keeps Loudoun off the evening news.

Contrary to the big Democrat majority on the new 
School Board, all the constitutional officers are Repub-
lican. While there were some challengers, the incum-
bents’ success means that voters are satisfied with the 
jobs Gary Clemens, Bob Wertz, Sheriff Chapman et al 
are doing. The only incumbent to lose was the George 
Soros-backed Buta Biberaj, who spent over a million 
dollars on her race. Rejoice at that.

Charles Houston lives in Paeonian Springs and insists on 
voting only on Election Day, and in-person. He suggests 
visiting the Loudouns-Future.org website. 

HOUSTON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

• A mini-grant process providing a simplified 
application for organizations applying for a grant 
of $5,000 or less; organizations will be awarded 
the full amount requested. The mini-grant 

program is designed for innovative small-scale 
projects and new or small organizations that may 
lack the capacity to write a larger grant.

Anyone who requires a reasonable accommoda-
tion for any type of disability or who needs language 

assistance to participate in the application process 
should contact nonprofits@loudoun.gov.

For more information, visit loudoun.gov/nonprof-
itgrants or send an email to nonprofits@loudoun.
gov.

HUMAN SERVICES NONPROFIT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Get your local news 24/7 online at www.BlueRidgeLeader.com
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www.bramhalltrucking.com  

SHOP AND SUPPORT L CAL BUSINESS OWNERS AND NEIGHBORS

House Calls 
Contracting LLC

Will McCool, Owner/Master Plumber

703-932-2898
www.HouseCallsContracting.com

HCCLLC2@gmail.com
Va. Class A License #2705170117  •  Bonded, Insured

From the 
design stage of 
remodeling, 
or room addition, to 
the finished product 
all in one company. 

If you don’t like something we did, tell us. 
If you do like what we did, tell your friends.

540 338-6300                 703 771-1110

Executives

AQS Contracting

571-505-5565  •  WWW.AQSCONTRACTING.COM 

Licensed 
Insured 
Bonded

Bathrooms
Basements
Kitchens

Decks
Additions

Structural Repairs
Interior/Exterior Home Repairs

Individual and Business Tax Returns

Tax Season is almost here
Tax Resolution Services

Offer in Compromise
Wage Garnishment
Back Levy & IRS Liens
Installment Agreement

Back Tax Returns
Business and Payroll
Innocent Spouse
Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132

We Are The Key To Solving 
Your IRS Debts

Long & Foster Realtors®
100B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Lydia Clark
(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

P R O P E R T I E S

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode

Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

Lovestoryhomes.com

Treakle Insurance Agency Inc
Darin Treakle
Auto • Home • Business • Life
8363 W Main St, PO Box 121, Marshall, VA 20116-0000
540-364-1853 • Fax 540-364-4210
darin@treakleinsurance.com

LongandFoster.com/JanetEmmaGarbe

Proud SPONSOR Buchanan Hall Farmers Market STAGE!

Solar Panel Systems Include:
30% IncomeTax Credit
Property Tax Credits

Guaranteed Return on
Investment

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Phone: 703-408-4261
onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

See Our Ad on the Back Cover!

onthemarketloudoun.com

Email us:  

advertise
@blueridgeleader.com
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Biological girls have the same rights 
and privileges equal to the transgender 
girls. The right to be safe from harm. 
The right to privacy. The right to fair 
competition in sports. The right to feel 
safe and protected in their own bath-
room and locker rooms. 

The desire to transition is a personal 
private matter that should be left up 
to the child and the child’s parents. 
The schools, the teachers, the guid-
ance counselors, the school psychol-
ogists, everyone at the school, should 
not engage in secret with the students 
to assist them in their desire to tran-
sition without parental consent and 
involvement. 

LGBTQ literature should not be pro-
vided to students by the schools. This 
a matter best left to the parents. If the 
parents wish for their child to see this 
literature, they can find it on their own. 
Children and their parents have plenty 
of time to figure it out on their own and 
with their desired professional help. 

Admit nothing. Deny everything. 
Make counter accusations – this 
appears to be the pattern of behavior 
from the previous school board. They 
never admitted there were two sexual 
assaults.  When confronted, they denied 
it occurred. Shortly after they accused 
parents of being domestic terrorists 
who spoke up at school board meetings.

Your decision to delay notification to 
parents concerning the multiple drug 
overdoses in your high schools is a con-
tinuation of keeping parents in the dark 
– much like hiding from parents the 
two sexual assaults of girls in two dif-
ferent schools by a boy wearing a skirt. 
This pattern of behavior must change. 
Parents must be the first to know when 
their child is in harm’s way.

Our schools must focus on academics 
and excellence.

Damon Cable
Purcellville

LETTER: AN OPEN LETTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Books, looking for 
loving homes

American Lit, beginning to the 
present, used, low price, tilt to 

religion interest. To set up time to
visit Hamilton home, 

email: drwilliay@comcast.net.

CLASSIFIEDS After that, the energy company 
behind the proposal for Project 853, 
Florida-based NextEra, will finalize its 
proposed path for an application early 
next year to the Virginia regulator, the 
State Corporation Commission. The 
SCC will then go through its usual pro-
cess and considerations to make a final 
decision as governed by Virginia legal 
code §56-46.1.

This whole process starts with 
Loudoun approving the building of 
more data centers than the regional 
infrastructure can support, but the final 
decision about the power line will be at 
the State level. 

The Board of Supervisors are not with-
out influence, and neither are you. First, 
get informed (register for the Town Hall 
in Hillsboro at 7 p.m. on Nov.30 spon-
sored by the Piedmont Environmental 
Council, the Loudoun Wildlife Conser-
vancy, and the Waterford Foundation 
and see the projected full map from PEC) 
and spread the word to your neighbors. 

Second, urge the County Board to 
weigh in (bos@loudoun.gov). Third, let 
PJM know (custsvc@pjm.com) before 
they meet on Dec. 5 that they should 
stick to existing rights-of-way, or else 
consider alternative methods as we 
ended up doing with the 230 kV line 
along the Leesburg Bypass and under 

the W&OD Trail, and not blast through 
the County’s second major economic 
pillar, the agriculture/tourism industry. 

PJM is sensitive to public concerns. 
Finally, as this process proceeds, we 
will need to express our views to our 
recently elected representatives to 
the General Assembly and to the SCC 
directly. The SCC can override virtually 
all local zoning, but by law must “con-
sider” environmental and economic fac-
tors. The sooner we weigh in, the better 
chance we have of influencing the final 
outcome.

Tom Donahue 
Leesburg, VA

LETTER: NO TO BIG LATTICE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

with a Cloud provider for its 
data center campus located 
near Panda Stonewall 
Energy Plant in Leesburg.

The site is located on the 
east side of Sycolin Road 
and is bound by Cochran 
Mill Road to the north and 
Energy Park Drive. Con-
struction of the first building 
is set to begin in 2023/2024 
with build-out through 2027. 

The Cloud provider will 
lease all five buildings, com-
posed of 1.9 million square 
feet, as part of a 430 MW 
(megawatt) build-to-suit 
agreement for its entire data 
center campus. 

TA Realty said the unnamed 
tenant selected the campus 
due to its scale, power, and 
location. The site is adjacent 
to the energy plant and an 
existing substation.

Also, Chuck Kuhn, pres-
ident of JK Land Holdings 
LLC, is seeking County 
approval to build three data 
centers and two warehouses 
on roughly 112 acres it owns 
in Leesburg on Cochran 
Mill Road, according to 
his website: https://www.
jklandholdings.net/jklh-an-
nounces-site-plan-for-lees-
burg-industrial-area.

The land previously had 
a dump truck dispatch operation, as 
well as an asphalt plant and concrete 
plant. It is located north of where 
Goose Creek meets Sycolin Creek, and 
sits west of where Cochran Mill Road 
intersects with Washington & Old 

Dominion Trail and east of Durham 
Court, per the land application.

“As of now, the 3rd submission 
review for this site plan is underway,” 
said Buddy Riser, executive direc-
tor of Loudoun County Economic 
Development. 

Kuhn has said he would like to 
immediately start construction if his 
application is approved. It is unknown 
whether a tenant has been selected for 
the data centers and warehouses.

The County has 115 data centers to 
date.

LEESBURG BECOMES HUB,  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Site of two new data centers at Compass Creek in Leesburg. 

A rendering of TA Realty’s data center campus in Leesburg. Courtesy/TA Realty
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On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132
Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

On The Market Properties

Please Call Sam: 703-408-4261

           Lovettsville- Move In Ready! Best price for New
Construction in Loudoun County. Stunning 5 bed/5
bath home w/ Open Concept Kitchen, Morning Room
& Family Room. NO HOA! $959,900.

View our property videos at: onthemarketloudoun.com

@onthemarketloudoun @onthemarketprop

On The Market Properties | Address: 107 E Main St, Suite 1A, Purcellville, VA 20132 | Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

           1 bedroom cottage with Shenandoah River
access. Immaculate and charming interior! Rear yard
and patio. Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $299,900.

           2 Bedroom home w/ Wood Floors, Wood Stove,
Updated Kitchen & Bath, Rec room & Shenandoah
River access! Clarke County. Community pool
membership available. No HOA. $424,900.

           Close to MARC TRAIN. No HOA! Pristine home
with gorgeous new kitchen, new primary and hall
baths, new carpet, tile and paint. 3 finished levels, 
3 acres with mountain & pastoral views. $715,000.

           41590 Bostonian Pl, Aldie, VA. Pool & Sunset
views backing to common area. Three finished levels
in the Kirkpatrick Farms Neighborhood.

           23124 Watson Rd, Leesburg, VA. Fantastic
country residence on 3 acres w/ Mountain Views and
stocked pond! 

           14336 Rehobeth Church Rd, Lovettsville, VA.
16.49 acres. SAND & STONE RIDING ARENA. Updated
brick home. Red centre aisle barn and pool!

           15197 Carver Court, Waterford, VA. Hampton
Model w/ Conservatory on 3.5 acres w/ Mountain
Views. Listed for $1,500,000 in Waterford Ridge.

Sam Fisher, Realtor® 
Principal Broker and Owner of On The Market Properties
703-408-4261 | onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com

Sam Fisher, Principal Broker, Realtor®
Curt Schaber, Realtor®
Marci Huber, Realtor®
Eleanor F Schlosser, Associate Broker

The Cottage The Bungalow Immediate Delivery

Multiple Offers Just Listed

Sold by Curt Sold by Curt Recently Sold Horse Property

Selling Homes in Western Loudoun since 1996
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On The Market…with Sam
View our property videos: 
onthemarketloudoun.com

Please Call 
703-408-4261

Purcellville Ridge- 4 Bedrooms- 
all new windows! Sold for full price 
$624,900

15197 Carver Court, Waterford, VA. 
Hampton model w/conservatory on 3.5 acres 
w/mountain views. Listed for $1,500,000 in 
Waterford Ridge. Sold over list price.

Just Sold Round Hill- 4 acres with 
Immaculate Farmhouse & Pool! Sold for full 
price $949,900

23124 Watson Rd, Leesburg, VA. 
Fantastic country residence on 3 acres w/
mountain views and stocked pond!

Sold Lovettsville. 25 acres. Listed for $1,750,000 
TOP LUXURY SALE IN LOVETTSVILLE 
2023! Before you list your home, call SAM!

Sold Paeonian Springs- Gorgeous period 
home ( circa 1900) in the heart of the Village. 
1+ acres- Sold for full price $1,050,000

“Buy land, they’re not making any more of it.” 
130 prime acres in Slow Growth Clarke County. 
Build your Dream home plus 4 more with 5 
Dur’s! Perfect for Horses & Cattle. $1,495,000

Near Co-op grocery and MARC Train. 
Top value! NO HOA. 5beds/5baths. 

$959,900. STUNNING.

Just Listed Lovettsville- Charming 3 br 
in town residence with lovely updates. 

Listed for $649,900

Sold by Sam

Sold by Sam

Sold by Sam & Curt

Sold by Sam & Curt Lovettsville Immediate Delivery!

Listen to Mark Twain!

Sold by Curt Top Luxury Sale in Lovettsville 2023!

Under Contract


