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budget debate hits a boil

BY VALERIE CURY

At two heated Purcellville Town Coun-

Rayner, Kevin Wright, and Caleb Stought
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cil meetings in May, sharply contrasting
philosophies over the Town Manager’s
proposed $35.9 million FY26 budget
were on full display. Mayor Chris Ber-
taut, Vice Mayor Ben Nett, and Council
Members Carol Luke and Susan Khalil
advocated trimming approximately $1.6
million from the draft budget—includ-
ing significantly lowering the proposed
utility rate change from a 0% increase to
a further 9% decrease for water and an
11% decrease for sewer.

In contrast, Council Members Erin

did not support the Town Manager’s
budget and also suggested adding dou-
ble-digit utility rate hikes. They did offer
one reduction—with Rayner suggesting
to eliminate stipends for Council and
Commission members which Rayner said
amount to $80,000.

All of Town Council’s stipend is
$45,656, $11,544 for the Planning Com-
mission, and $3,156 for the Board of
Architectural Review. The total sums
amount to $60,320.

From the outset at the May 13 Town
Council meeting, Council Member Erin

Fraser on his proposed change to reduce
the transfer of the Town’s meals tax rev-
enue from 100% to 83% from the General
Fund to the Utility Fund.

“That was a policy decision made by
Council—you don’t have the authority
to do that,” Rayner said. “If that needed
to be done, why didn’t you reach out
to Council and call for another vote to
change it?”

Fraser responded that the change was
only a suggestion, noting that trans-
ferring 100% of the meals tax would
have put the General Fund into a “steep
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deficit.” He added that he was willing to
revert the proposal back to a full 100%
transfer.

“But you don’t have the authority to
change Council-directed and approved

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 »

Progress on Western Loudoun rural zoning amendments

BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

Stakeholders reached a consensus about several
aspects of Western Loudoun zoning ordinances at
Loudoun County’s Transportation and Land Use Com-
mittee’s (TLUC) meeting on April 24.

Four Loudoun County Supervisors and three mem-
bers of the Loudoun County Planning Commission
met with nine representative stakeholders to discuss
Western Loudoun zoning laws relevant to the farm
industry.

Supervisor Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin) said one of
his constituents wished to be nominated as a represen-
tative stakeholder. However, a member of the Planning
and Zoning staff told this person that he was ineligible.
When Kershner asked the County Attorney about the
situation, the County Attorney said that the person was
eligible.

“I hope in the future that if there are those decisions

or determinations or suggestions being made by staff
on whether a person should or should not participate
in this process just because they have a zoning issue or
whatever it may be, that is run by the County Attorney’s
office,” Kershner said.

This meeting is the third in a series of stakeholder
meetings that are part of a zoning revision process the
Board of Supervisors conducted for the entire county.
The Board chose to focus on Western Loudoun sepa-
rately from the rest of the county because of the com-
munity’s unique needs.

The stakeholders and government officials hoped
that the zoning ordinance revisions should strike a
balance between allowing property owners profit from
their land and supporting residents who want to enjoy
the quiet of the country.

The discussion featured seven topics: value-added
agriculture, consistency between lodging uses, sawmills,

definitions, agricultural structure setbacks, and conser-
vation easement density. Three of these topics are high-
lighted below.

Value Added Agriculture

The first issue up for discussion was value added
agriculture. Discussion centered around definitions for
“agritainment” and “agritourism”.

“If T do think there’s a difference—and I do think it’s
a pretty murky one—I would say that agritainment is
what happens and agritourism is where it’s happening,”
Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large) said. “But having said
that, I think the difference is murky enough that those
two things could be collapsed.

With no objections, the group agreed to proceed with
deleting “agritainment” and changing the definition of
“agritourism” to conform to the state code.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 »
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HCA teacher conducts
student-designed experiments
on Zero-G flight

BY GRACE BENNETT

As one of eight teachers selected
for a flight on the Zero-G plane,
Mrs. Megan Tucker—the Dean of
Curriculum/STEAM Specialist at
Hillsboro Charter Academy—was
granted the opportunity to con-
duct microgravity experiments
started by students at her school.
Global connections to Nigeria and
Spain contributed components for
the experiments, and the Space for
Teachers program made the micrograv-
ity flight possible in the first place.

Two major experiments were led
during the flight: an examination of the
behavior exhibited by Aqua Dragons in
microgravity, and the effects of New-
ton’s Laws on paper helicopters when
immersed in that same Zero-G. Aqua
Dragons are arthropods also known as
“brine shrimp,” or Artemia Salina, which
feature 3 eyes, 8 legs, and no mouth.

Students from HCA raised and pro-
vided the Aqua dragons, and looking
on with interest were those conducting
similar experiments at Harmony Middle
School and in Pennsylvania, Georgia,
Iowa, Kansas, and Spain. A collabora-
tion with Nigerian students and scholars
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added paper helicopters to the flight’s
study of physics. Specially designed
tanks were engineered in Minnesota and
mailed to HCA.

With materials ready to go and tanks

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »

McCormick wins top honors

at the Student Environmental

Showcase =

Norah McCormick, a junior
at Loudoun Valley High School
and the Academy of Science
took top honors on May 2 at
the Loudoun Student Envi-
ronmental Action Showcase.
Her project, SOS: Save Our
Scavengers received second
place in the high school divi-
sion, and she also received a
special award for best commu-
nicator. McCormick’s project
surrounds advocacy, education, and fund-
raising for prevention of lead toxicity in
scavenger animals, particularly birds such
as vultures, eagles and other raptors.

In partnership with a mentor from Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center, she has researched
the prevalence and effects of lead toxicity
in scavenger animals. She developed an
educational program about the dangers
of lead contamination for both humans
and wildlife and alternative forms of
ammunition.

McCormick has presented this program
to local hunting clubs and environmental
groups. Additionally, she has raised nearly
$1,100 thus far to provide care and rehabil-
itation for animals effected by lead poison-
ing at Blue Ridge Wildlife Center.

When asked why McCormick chose this
topic, she traces it back to a pair of vultures
that laid eggs in her family’s barn during
the pandemic: “It all started with the vul-
tures, if I'm being honest. I feel that I owe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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A Stupid
Project is
Getting

Pregnant

BY CHARLES HOUSTON

A handful of homes in Waterford
have weak wells. A handful of houses in
Paeonian Springs have problems with
wastewater. These historic
villages’ needs were each
addressed by the County in
2022 and 2019, respectively. In the years
since, nothing happened. Then last
year, County bureaucrats had a eureka
moment and said, “Hey, why don’t we
solve both problems by creating piped
water and sewer links that connect the
two villages.” Thus began the “Villages
of Paeonian Springs and Waterford
Interconnected Community Water and
Wastewater Systems.”

I sense a coordinated move by Staff
and Loudoun Water to create a full-
blown utility system to replace all exist-
ing wells and septic systems, where
hook-up costs would be in the $18,000
range for each lot.
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The $60,000,000 cost didn’t bother
Staff. After all, the County has more
than $250,000,000 of surplus funds
from data centers and it seems to
be searching for ways to spend this
largesse, rather than giving citizens
some tax relief.

The Stage

Waterford and Paeonian Springs
both have National Historic designa-
tions; they are connected by Clarkes
Gap Road, a Virginia Scenic Byway.
The villages are known for their
charm and uniqueness. Both have
a wide range of housing and family
incomes. Neither one could be con-
sidered a “place just for the rich.”

In addition to the villages and Clarkes
Gap, the project’s study area includes
land along Hurley Lane, Highland View,
Bridle Path and Hamilton Station. That
implies that wells and pipes could end
up in any of these areas.

The Issue

Working with Loudoun Water,
County bureaucrats have proposed a
massive water and sewer connection
between Waterford and Paeonian
Springs, along Clarke’s Gap Road. It
would be expensive, but that’s not an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 »

An open
letter to the
School Board

BY DELEGATE GEARY HIGGINS
MEMBER, VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES DISTRICT 30,
WESTERN LOUDOUN & FAUQUIER COUNTIES

Dear Loudoun County School Board
Members,

As a former LCPS School Board Mem-
ber and parent, as well as a current LCPS
grandparent and elected State Delegate,
I have sat in your seats, and I know first-
hand about the responsi-
bilities of a school board
member. I must say I am
thoroughly disappointed and frustrated,
but unfortunately no longer surprised,
by the behavior of LCPS, specifically
regarding the recent treatment of the
three boys at Stonebridge High School,
and the disregard LCPS has for their
own policies, state and federal man-
dates, and the law.

I attended Tuesday’s 4:30 pm school
board meeting to speak to you about
these issues and upon arriving I was
informed that I would have one min-
ute to speak. After waiting for four
hours for the opportunity to speak, my

OPINION

one minute of speaking time was then
interrupted and cut short by the Chair.
Three and a half years ago, you told us
that LCPS had to comply with the State
Board of Education’s 8040 model policy
issued by the previous administration.
Today, you actively disregard the cur-
rent administration’s policy.

I have spoken with the parents of all
three male students involved in the
incident. I contacted your government
affairs staff for a meeting, but I was told
that no one would discuss my questions.
LCPS is failing these young men and has
the potential to ruin their futures should
this ridiculous LCPS Title IV investiga-
tion not stop. These young men were
understandably uncomfortable with a
girl in their locker room, who was film-
ing them, and yet the boys are the ones
in trouble. How long are we going to
continue to punish students with this
unscientific and radical agenda that
boys can be girls and vice versa?

LCPS appears to be relying on the
Fourth Circuit’s Grimm vs. Gloucester
decision as their guide, but Grimm spe-
cifically addressed only restrooms and
did not address locker rooms, showers,
or sports. As a 14- or 15-year-old young
man, [ cannot imagine a more inappro-
priate, awkward or embarrassing sit-
uation than having a girl in my locker

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

Our Nation’s Parks

are at risk

BY JOHN P. FLANNERY

We are a local community in a State that cherishes its
historic and environmental resources, and we have worked

The flawed Brady/
Giglio List

BY LLOYD HARTING, A FORMER FEDERAL AND LOCAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO LIVES IN PURCELLVILLE

On April 4, 2025, a Purcellville Police Department police

hard to preserve and protect entrusted treasures in land
and gardens and streams.

We convey what we’ve learned to others, including our
children, by our example and by the confidences we share
with them; this handoffis critical, one genera-
tion to the next, for otherwise what we respect
and honor may be fatally compromised if not
lost forever.

There’s an old joke, playing upon any Virginian’s respect
for history, when you ask how many Virginians it takes to
change a light bulb, and the answer is three—one to change
the bulb, and two to comment on the historic significance
of the bulb replaced.

Among Thomas Jefferson’s correspondence with James
Madison, on September 6, 1789, he questioned how one
generation may bind another, indeed, how “one generation
of men has a right to bind another...”

The idea is a legal principle going back centuries to
roman times: Jefferson stated it this way— “that the earth
belongs in usufruct to the living.”

“Usufruct” is a legal concept in two parts: first, of use
(usus) and, next, of fruit (fructus); it is the right to use the
land and streams, provided that at the end of such use one
renders the fruit in the condition it was first received.

Jefferson concluded, “It is the right to make all the use
and profit of a thing that can be made without injuring the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 »
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officer was terminated from employment by Purcellville
Police Department Acting Chief of Police Sara Lombrana,
citing alleged “unsuitability” for continued service. Simulta-
neously, Acting Chief Lombrana reported an unproven alle-
gation—that the police officer had improperly
used accrued sick leave—to Loudoun County
Commonwealth Attorney Robert Anderson.
What happened next was not only unprece-
dented, but deeply disturbing because without a criminal
charge, without a hearing, and without clear explanation,
Commonwealth Attorney Anderson then placed the former
police officer on the Loudoun County Brady/Giglio List.

To date, the former police officer has received no explana-
tion from Commonwealth Attorney Anderson’s office for this
adverse decision. No evidence of criminal wrongdoing has
been presented. Yet his name is now among those deemed
untrustworthy to testify in court—his reputation damaged
and his law enforcement career possibly over.

Fundamentally, the Brady/Giglio List is intended to pro-
tect the rights of criminal defendants by ensuring that any
material fact that could call into question the credibility of a
law enforcement officer witness—such as past dishonesty or
misconduct—is disclosed to defense attorneys. This mandate
stems from the landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases Brady v.
Maryland (1963) and Giglio v. United States (1972), which
held that prosecutors must share exculpatory evidence,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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Affordable housing applications to be
better expedited in the near future

BY GRACE BENNETT

On May 21, the Board of Supervisors
was updated by staff during a Transpor-
tation and Land Use Committee meeting
on the status of details related to the
creation of an expedited process for leg-
islative affordable housing applications.
The objective of such a process would be
to ensure an adequate supply of varied
housing with optimal proximity to ser-
vices and amenities for
existing and future res-
idents. Staff intends to
return to another TLUC meeting with a
drafted policy for action recommenda-
tion on July 15.

If the expedited process were to be
implemented, a number of factors must
be addressed by staff to ensure efficiency
and sustainability, and certain restric-
tions will be adjusted or maintained—
such as qualification criteria, proffer
statements, and meetings.

The criteria to qualify for expedited
housing will be relaxed so that more
applicants may take advantage of the

GOVERNMENT

offer. Restrictions on applications with
third-party program deadlines will be
removed to increase convenience, and
the process will be extended to include
purchase units rather than solely rental
housing. In short, staff is working to
avoid penalizing applicants who are
seeking outside funding assistance.

Staff maintains that critical infra-
structure—such as roads, bridges, and
the like—must already be in place for
an expedited housing process applica-
tion to be considered. In the first year
of incoming applications, staff will set a
limit on the projects that are undertaken
(roughly six, according to the May 21
meeting), but fine-tuning adjustments
will be made after a review of the first
year’s successes. This pilot program is in
place to avoid overpromising to industry
representatives.

The expedited process is a joint effort,
however; applicants will be expected
to meet deadlines and uphold a certain
quality of work. A failure to meet dead-
lines on the part of the applicant or

“Evangelize it in Congress”:
Suhas Subramanyam spearheads
Agritourism Caucus

BY GRACE BENNETT

On May 29, Congressman Suhas Subra-
manyam (D-VA-10) visited Great Coun-
try Farms in Bluemont, VA to launch his
Agritourism Caucus in Congress and to
announce the publishing of a new USDA
Agritourism Resource Manual.

Great Country Farms was the choice
setting for this meeting—a multigener-
ational family farm heavily influenced
by agritourism, it has made itself known
as a place not only for produce but also
dining, playgrounds, animal petting
z00s, events, and more.
It is a testament to the
power of agritourism to
market directly to customers and act as a
powerful bolster to revenue.

Subramanyam has taken up the torch
passed down to him by his predecessor,
Jennifer Wexton, in his enthusiasm for
agritourism. He declared that he sees
this caucus as a relaunch and a rebrand
of what Wexton began.

Up until now, there have been no
departments in Congress dedicated to
agritourism. While Subramanyam’s cau-
cus does not seek to add bureaucracy, the

GOVERNMENT

intention is to encourage related depart-
ments to start thinking about agritour-
ism and better support the vital industry.
“There’s not one person who actually ...
focuses on agritourism at all,” Subra-
manyam said. “I think it’s growing, and
I think it’s the future.”

On top of establishing a group of leg-
islators for the caucus, Subramanyam
also launched a resource for small farm-
ers—namely, the new USDA Agritourism
Resource Manual. This handbook will
prove itself pivotal to helping new farm-
ers enter the industry and find the sup-
port networks they need to get started.

The USDA seeks to provide farmers
with access to loans, the ability to begin
funneling cars onto their property, and
the general chance to share the open
land that they own. Subramanyam is
working to remove the roadblocks that
farmers frequently encounter when
dealing with governmental restrictions.

Subramanyam’s hope is to have the
proposed agritourism bill signed into
law within the next year or two. “This
exists for you and for people like you

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »

materials not meeting minimum stan-
dards may void an application’s ability
to be expedited.

Pre-meetings will remain required
on both ends. Proffer statements, too,
must still be included in applications.
Those seeking participation in the expe-
dited process are strongly recommended
to factor in an eight-month minimum
window between the application’s

acceptance and the desired deadline,
and as such, they should identify any
special program deadline from which
they are seeking funding.

When reviewing the adjustments to be
made to the expedited process, industry
representatives suggested implement-
ing a new standing meeting with a joint
review of applications between staff and
the applicant teams.

To involve Board and Planning Com-
mission members earlier and more
directly, a few different options are
under consideration: Supervisor(s) and
Commissioner(s) could be invited to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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How to be a supportive and positive
parent in competitive sports

BY MICHAEL OBERSCHNEIDER, PSY.D.

Male Emperor Penguins will stand
guard to protect their baby eggs by cov-
ering them and balanc-
ing them on their feet
in the freezing cold for a
two-month  incubation
period. Emperor Penguin
mothers will travel up to
50 miles to the ocean to
retrieve fish for their off-
spring, which they keep
warm in their pouches for long periods
of time.

Ask Dr. Mike

Elephant mothers travel in herds and
encircle their youngest member to pro-
tect them from predators, and orphan
elephants are adopted by the herd. After
octopus moms lay thousands of eggs,
they stop eating and will not leave the
area and will guard their offspring for
as long as needed. It’s documented
that octopus moms have waited up to
four and a half years before the eggs
hatch. Cheetahs, orangutans, polar beers
and kangaroos are also known to be
fiercely protective of their offspring.

Then there’s the sports team parent,

arguably the most protective parents of
all in the animal kingdom. When these
parents are encountered by a threat or
challenge, like other mammals, they will
inherently defend their children, and
there is a myriad of threats to defend
against—a bad referee call, struggles
with a coach, players, or parents, not
being on the best team, not being able to
play a preferred position, etc.

Okay, so not all sports parents are
overly protective, but to keep from being
“That guy” when it comes to your child’s
competitive sports, I offer the following

“Dos” and “Don’ts:”

Do encourage and support your son
or daughter’s efforts: Research has
shown that parents who praise effort
bolster their children’s perseverance
and performance for challenging tasks.
Research has also shown that children
do better when their parents demon-
strate their involvement and interest in
activities in supportive and encouraging
ways. Our children want us to be proud
of them, so smiling widely, cheering pos-
itively, and helping your child develop a
strong work ethic in their given sport is
good medicine.

Don’t pressure your son or daughter to
play better: Don’t over focus on output,
as that can put a lot of pressure on your
kid. Your child’s success in their sport
shouldn’t be measured by the number

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 »

FINANCIAL FOCUS®
Questions to Ask Your Financial Advisor

SUBMITTED BY JOSHUA WOLINSKI,
DWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR

You should always be able to ask as
many questions as you’d like when
working with your financial advisor. So,
before you have your annual review,
think carefully about what you’d like
to ask.

Here are a few suggestions:

e Are my goals still realistic’ When
you first began working with your
financial advisor, you may well

have articulated sev-
eral financial goals. For
example, you might
have said that vyou
wanted to pay for most
of your children’s col-
lege education, or that
you’d like to retire at
age 55, or that you hope
to travel internationally every
year during retirement. In fact,
you could have many different
goals for which you’re saving and
investing. When you meet with
your financial advisor, you’ll cer-
tainly want to ask whether you’re
still on track toward meeting these
goals. If you are, you can continue

S
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Boyce, VA 22620
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with the financial strategies you’ve
been following; but if you aren’t,
you may need to adjust them. The
same is true if your goals have
changed. You and your financial
advisor will want to build a strat-
egy to address any new or differ-
ent goals such as emergency cash
needs, having adequate insurance
protection or estate planning.

* Am I taking on too much—or too
little—risk? Put market declines in
perspective. The financial markets
always fluctuate, and these move-
ments will affect the value of your
investment portfolio. Suppose you
watch the markets closely every
day and track their impact on your
investments. You may find your-
self fretting over their value and
wondering whether you’re taking
on too much investment risk for
your comfort level. Conversely,
if during an extended period of
market gains your own portfolio
appears to be lagging, you might
feel that you should be investing
more aggressively, which entails

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21»
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Just Like Nothing (else) on Earth:

BY TIM JON

I don’t remember making it down to
the water that morning—or the way
back, up onto solid ground, either;
in looking at my camera shots from
this adventure, I must have, somehow
half-walked, half-slid from the bluffs
above the River—descending all the
way into the muck and
mire—and, at the time of
this writing, I’'m seated
fairly comfortably at my
home computer desk,
so, I guess I made a safe
and sound return to civi-
lization. If that’s how one can describe
existence in 21st Century Loudoun
County, Virginia.

Anyone taking a hike to the water’s
edge of the Potomac River in the gen-
eral Leesburg area— after days of heavy
rains—will recall the treacherously slip-
pery effects produced upon our (very)
finest quality Virginia clay—especially
on a sharp, and oh, so long incline.
Those were the conditions I found or,
that found ME, at Edwards Landing
Park in the Northeast section of Town.

On such a trip, I always half-expect to

Edwards Landing Park

Ta

find a human skeleton or two—some-
where down around water level—of
those whose return skyward didn’t go
so well. I think I’'m at least half-kidding.
Or maybe, not quite.

But, as arduous as these trips are,
and I’ve made several at most of the
local riverside parks dotted along this
well-known waterway, I always seem
to forget the hair-raising and laborious
nature of the experience and eventually
find myself back on yet another lonely
trail, on the forested high ground, won-
dering, “Now, just how in the heck am
I going to get down there—and more
importantly—how in blazes will I make
a safe return to level surfaces without at
least, getting embarrassingly covered in
mud, or, at worst, sliding all the way out

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21»
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“If we make mistakes, let’s fix them” says Chair Randall
regarding the Mountainside Overlay District

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

The Mountainside Overlay District
(MOD) was created to protect Loudoun
County’s ridge lines, steep slopes and

springs from devel-
GOVERNMENT opment that could
compromise their envi-
ronmental, scenic and recreational

value.
According to a flyer from Loudoun.

gov, “The Mountainside Overlay District
is an area of mountainous terrain that
contributes to scenic beauty as well as
provides many ecosystem services such
as groundwater recharge, wildlife hab-
itats and headwaters for local streams.
Included in the MOD are Spring Fea-
tures (natural groundwater emergence
points) and Ridge Features (continu-
ous crests formed where both sides of a

Veterans Land Rescue

Forestry Mulching
Land Clearing and Tree Services

Schedule your
summer mision now

H‘-_“ o o -- ..,

BEFORE AFTER

Summer is an optimum opportunity to get
your projects for land clearing completed.

Enjoy land you already own
as beautiful new space.

Our comprehensive land grooming operation
will transform your overrun property
into usable land.

www.veteranslic.us

{_sDvose |-

L

b

540-900-1888
veteranslandrescue@gmail.com

mountain meet).”

The flyer continues, “Additional
development standards are required
in MOD areas to avoid major erosion
or soil slippage, and minimize impacts
on wildlife habitat, natural beauty and
water resources.”

Under these current regulations, any
new disturbance of a designated ridge,
steep slope or spring feature requires
strict adherence to development stan-
dards—and there is no avenue for spe-
cial exceptions or administrative relief.

Back in April of this year, Loudoun’s
Board of Supervisors debated whether
to begin loosening those protections—
first by asking staff to explore amend-
ment options, and then by suspending
enforcement of any MOD violations
until later this year.

During a quarterly briefing on the
Department of Planning and Zoning’s
work plan on April 15, 2025, Supervisor
Caleb Kershner (R-Catoctin) asked that
the zoning-rewrite project include a
review of the mountainside feature pro-
tections. He argued that several pend-
ing applications had been tripped up
by the rigidity of the rules—developers
couldn’t even apply for a special excep-
tion, meaning there was zero flexibility
for legitimate, minor adjustments.

“Right now, there is no ability to even
consider any differences to what the
standards are,” admitted Dan Galindo,
the county’s Planning and Zoning direc-
tor. He suggested staff could propose
limited “modification options” for the
Board or zoning administrator to review
on a case-by-case basis.

But Supervisors Laura TeKrony (D-Lit-
tle River) and Vice Chair Michael Turner
(D-Ashburn) pushed back. TeKrony
noted that the county is already con-
ducting a comprehensive zoning-ordi-
nance update for western Loudoun—the
Rural ZOAM and Comprehensive Plan
Amendment —which would revisit the
MOD protections, along with require-
ments affecting the county’s agricul-
tural and equine industries. She argued
it made little sense to carve out a stand-
alone amendment now when a broader
rewrite is already underway.

Turner went further, questioning
whether it was fair to grant special
treatment to one industry or applicant
while others waited on the comprehen-
sive process. “I’'m not comfortable priv-
ileging one group in the rural CPAM and
ZOAM process,” he said.

Chair Phyllis Randall (D-At Large)
suggested referring the matter to
the Transportation and Land Use

Committee (TLUC) “to see if issues
even need to be worked out.” When
Kershner’s motion to send the MOD
changes to TLUC ended in a 4-4-1
deadlock (with one abstention), the
Board moved on—but later returned
with a second proposal.

Acting at the request of County Attor-
ney Leo Rogers—who was reluctant to
file suit against an applicant currently
out of compliance—the Board then
considered suspending enforcement
of all MOD violations until the fall.
Rogers explained that litigation could
not realistically proceed for a year, by
which time the zoning rewrite might
have altered the rules.

Despite heated criticism from Super-
visors Juli Briskman (D-Algonkian),
Koran Saines (D-Sterling) and Turner—
who warned that the move would set a
dangerous precedent of seeking relief
for “just one constituent”—Kershner’s
second motion passed 6-3.

The dissenting supervisors had
feared this would undermine confi-
dence in Loudoun’s zoning process and
encourage future lobbying for personal
exemptions. Randall, however, had
chided her colleagues for their tone
and supported sending the broader
issue to TLUC for deliberate review.

During the Board of Supervisors
Business Meeting on May 6, 2025,
supervisors revisited their previous
4-4-1 vote at April’s meeting to send
the Mountainside Overlay District
standards to TLUC for a more compre-
hensive review.

“This reconsideration is only to
reconsider the vote to send it to TLUC.
That’s all we’re doing right now, is
reconsidering that vote,” Randall said
when opening the agenda item up for
discussion.

After reading the motion to recon-
sider, Turner explained that Randall
had approached him after the April
meeting and as a professional courtesy
she had requested the motion be sent
to TLUC for “fine tuning.”

Turner explained that he was “by no
means convinced of the argument,” but
said he’d like to hear it again anyway,
noting that he did not see a reason for
the sense of urgency at the time and
was still not sure there even was a rea-
son for that urgency.

Supervisor TeKrony agreed that there
was no need for urgency, especially
when staff already had a very full work-
plan. However, she did concede that
she also wanted to hear the argument.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 »
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Contract renewed for Inmate
Medical and Psychiatry Services

BY GRACE BENNETT

After eight years of the running
contract for Inmate Medical and
Psychiatry Services awarded by a
competitive pro-
cess to Wellpath,
LLC, the term is
set to expire soon on June 30. The
Finance/Government Operations
and Economic Development Com-
mittee recommended a two-year
contract renewal plan to a Busi-
ness Board Meeting on May 13.

In addition, the FGOEDC recom-
mended that the Purchasing Agent
begin the process of providing
medical and psychiatric services
for inmates to ensure that a new
contract is in by 2017, with fur-
ther research conducted on service
models to maximize the wellness
of inmates and efficiency of oper-
ations. The Board consented to the
recommendations in question.

The recently approved two-year
period contract will involve almost
$7.7 M worth in funding—roughly
$3.7 M of which will be available
in the first twelve months, and the
other roughly $4 M of which will

GOVERNMENT

be subject to Board appropriation
in the second half of the term.

Features include 24/7 medical,
dental, and psychiatry services, as
well as pharmaceutical, radiology,
laboratory, and medical supplies
to inmates in the Adult Detention
Center. The contract extends its
budget to account for off-site med-
ical necessities, such as bringing
in outside specialists and funding
hospital visits. All security person-
nel will be provided with First Aid
and CPR training by certified staff.

The contract will involve a col-
laborative relationship with the
Department of Mental Health,
Substance Abuse and Develop-
ment Services.

The fiscal impact would result in
fewer expenses than if the contract
were not in place. Before the Board
first approved the privatization
of inmate healthcare services in
March of 1997—and approved the
expansion of medical services to be
around the clock—costs for inmate
healthcare could be astronomical.
A single hospital visit required
extensive safety protocols. The

presence of at least two deputies
for each criminal, for example,
was needed to ensure the security
of both the inmate and the public.
By nature of transportation, every
off-site visit raised the chance of
a breakout. The mandatory mini-
mum staff of the Adult Detention
Center further complicated trans-
port accompaniment.

The current contract system,
however, ensures that off-site vis-
its will be much fewer and farther
in between; transport expenses
have decreased as a result. The
FGOEDC’s recommendation to
research other medical models will
also work for the betterment of the
already improved current system.

Other inmate healthcare pro-
viders researched by Staff include
Mediko Correctional Healthcare,
NaphCare Inc., Centurion, Tehum
Care Services, Wexford Health,
and Armor Health Care. Different
healthcare models include the
fully contracted method—which
Loudoun County currently uses—

or a hybrid model of both county
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11>
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Amish Lawn Furniture
Premium Quality Polylumber

Everycfay Low Prices

Ready, Sef, Gather
the Family on D

5

| LU ]
Af ., 8 - Northern Virginia, WLAST features
. i . - 41 local artists across 24 private
- : studios and 2 art centers through-
out Western Loudoun County.
Visitors can explore a wide vari-
ety of media—including painting,
pottery, sculpture, photography,
jewelry, textiles, and more—in the
spaces where the artists create.

What makes WLAST special?
It’s more than an art show—it’s an
immersive experience. Attendees
can meet the artists, see their cre-
ative process in action, and enjoy
the natural beauty of Loudoun as
they travel from studio to studio.

To help plan your visit, the tour
is organized into four regional

Celebrate creativity in the coun-
tryside. The 18th annual West-
ern Loudoun Art & Studio Tour
returns on June 6, 7 & 8, offering
a one-of-a-kind experience for art
lovers from across
Virginia, Maryland,
Washington, D.C.,
and beyond.

COMMUNITY

Hand Crafted by select Western Pa. Old Order
& Eastern Pa. Amish Craftsman families

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973
Dealing in Amish Outdoor Furniture Located in Loudoun County Since 1973.

540-338-2060

55 E. Colonial Highway (Old Rt 7) Hamilton, VA 20158

Parking in rear

Western Loudoun Art & Studio
Tour returns June 6—8

clusters: Catoctin Region,
Loudoun Valley, Snickers Gap, and
Waterford.

Free, full-color booklets and
brochures with maps and artist
profiles are available at local busi-
nesses. Visitors can also explore
the interactive map, artist bios,
and sample artwork online at
wlast.org.

Tour Hours:
¢ Saturday & Sunday,
June 7-8: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
¢ Select studios also open
Friday, June 6: 10 a.m. -5 p.m.
— see website for details.

Presented by the Franklin Park
Performing & Visual Arts Center,
Friends of Franklin Park Arts Cen-
ter, and the Round Hill Arts Cen-
ter, WLAST showcases Loudoun
County as both a cultural and sce-
nic destination.

Discover local art. Meet the mak-
ers. Experience Loudoun. More
info at wlast.org

Minus the hassle.

Pet Supplies Plus of Purcellville
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Banshee Reeks Nature
Preserve to allow more
equestrian use on trails

BY GRACE BENNETT

On Wednesday, May 21, represen-
tatives from Parks, Recreation, and
Community Services met with the
Board of Supervisors to present four
alternative ideas to open equestrian
trails within Banshee Reeks Nature
Preserve.

The various ideas are still in their
early stages despite being under con-
sideration for over a year. Once a plan
of action has more official momentum,
thorough research on trail usage and
environmental impact assessments
will be conducted. Remediation work
will be performed by an independent
contractor, and con-
sultations with engi-
neers will be hosted
in order to take the most cost-effec-
tive and sustainable path.

While four alternatives were pre-
sented to the Board, representatives
recommended the fourth and final of
the ideas—namely, a plan to include
all trails that could support equestrian
access within the expansion, which
would keep horses towards the upland
areas of the preserve but maximize on
their usage. This idea would mostly
utilize old road-width trails with sig-
nificant prior hardening.

An implementation of the fourth
alternative would create the need to
update the Banshee Reeks Nature
Preserve Master Plan. There would
be no fiscal impact associated with
doing so; however, an estimated $570
K to $795K would be funneled into

GOVERNMENT

contracting, assessments, and any
related construction.

The Board of Supervisors expressed
interest in hearing more about the first
idea presented by the representatives.
While that option did not include any
more horse trails, it would prioritize
the preservation of the area, and it
would include an additional section to
Evergreen Mills Trail to complete the
loop and improve the existing eques-
trian experience.

The Board was particularly inter-
ested in the aforementioned addi-
tional section. As long as slope grades,
redundant trails, and expanded park-
ing are taken into consideration—
among costs and environmental
impacts—the Board is supportive of
maximizing the equestrian experi-
ence for Banshee Reeks Nature Pre-
serve. Consultation with the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation would resolve
the issue of redundant trails.

Supervisor Laura TeKrony (D-Lit-
tle River) gained support with the
approval of option four along with its
requirements. She then moved that
the Board direct staff to make fur-
ther assessment of additional mileage
inside Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve
within a requested period of twelve
months.

A unanimous vote from the Parks,
Recreation, and Open Space Board
foreshadows improvements to the
local equestrian experience soon to
come.

CONTRACT RENEWED, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 Additional enhancements in the areas

of mental health and substance abuse
will be included.

In the interest of timing a contract
renewal with the expiry of the first
award, and in hopes of mitigating dis-
ruptions to inmate healthcare, it was
recommended that the Board authorize
the Purchasing Agent to exercise the
full two-year renewal option with Well-
path. A meeting on May 20 revealed the
Board’s consent—and Loudoun County
can continue to take pride in their ded-
ication to inmate health.

employees and hired contractors.

In the new contract, staff will need
to ensure that the next Request for
Proposal process is carefully drafted to
align with “changes in the inmate pop-
ulation, correctional healthcare best
practices, policies and guidelines as
well as plan for expansion during the
next contract term to include the next
phase of the ADC,” according to the
Board of Supervisors Business Meeting
Action Item draft. Staff will need to add
a new full-time psychiatrist and a med-
ication assisted treatment coordinator.

Get Loudoun County news online
at BlueRidgelLeader.com
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WATER YOU THINKING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

policy,” Rayner repeated, pressing the
issue. “I want it to be zero,” she added,
referencing her desire that no meals tax
revenue be allocated to the Utility Fund.

Mayor Chris Bertaut reminded the
council that the budget has not yet been
finalized. “These are proposals,” he said.

Rayner interrupted, repeating her con-
cern that Fraser did not have the author-
ity to make such a change. However,
under the Town’s budgeting process, the
Town Manager is responsible for prepar-
ing and recommending the budget, and
may suggest revisions until it is approved
by the Council.

“To interject,” said Bertaut, “we have
not voted on a complete budget yet.
The Town Manager has given this Town
Council one proposed budget, and now,
in effect a second proposed budget.”

Fraser clarified that the decision wasn’t
made in a vacuum. After reviewing the
numbers with the finance team, he said,
it became clear that allocating 100% of
the meals tax to the Utility Fund would
significantly impact the General Fund.
“In my judgment, I put it to 83%,” Fraser
explained. “My apologies for not having
a meeting to tell you what myself and
staff have done.”

Continuing the critique, Council
Member Kevin Wright also insisted that
Fraser had no authority to reduce the
meals tax allocation.

Mayor Bertaut reiterated that the
Council had not yet voted on the change.
“We as a Council have not voted on a
whole budget,” he said, adding that the
earlier policy decision could still be
revisited.

Vice Mayor Nett agreed: “It is at 100%,
but he [Fraser] made a proposal, and it’s
up to us to accept the proposal or not.”

Council Member Caleb Stought joined
in, asking Fraser whether he had dis-
cussed the proposed change with any
Council members.

“I did not. I discussed it with our staff,”
Fraser replied.

Interrupting, Stought pressed, “Only
with finance staff?”

“That is correct,” Fraser confirmed.

Bertaut concluded, “But let’s recognize
that it was pursuant to bringing a second
proposed budget for the Town Council
for their consideration.”

Changing direction, Rayner said
that eliminating the vehicle license
fee would put the Town at a loss of
$183,000 in annual tax revenue.

Later in the meeting, addressing that
point, Nett said, “I am proud to have
voted for that. I’d do it again. I dispute
it’s a $183,000 loss—as you know, the
County funding pays for that for one
year.”

Rayner said that, due to the Town
Council majority’s vote to lower the
property tax rate, the Town is also losing
$279,000 in revenue.

Again, Nett said he was proud to have
voted for the equalized rate. “If you want
to characterize that as a loss, so be it.”

Rayner also noted that the Council
majority voted to lower utility rates by
9% for water and 11% for sewer.

Nett reminded the Council that the
Town had an election in November
2024 and he ran on lowering utility rates.

“I'heard from the overwhelming major-
ity of the residents [going] door to door
that the water rates are a real concern for
them, and I believe there are alternatives
to that. We can find it through trimming
the budget,” he said. Nett added he was
not interested in “revisiting our vote to
reduce our water rates by 9% for water
and 11% for sewer.”

Rayner said the Town staff is not
bloated and that “we run a lean and
mean organization.” Rayner also said the
Utility Fund is undercharging its users.
“If people can’t afford their utility fees,
then they could use a fund,” she added.

“When we say
‘don’t drink it, we
are talking about
wastewater”

—Town Manager
Kwasi Fraser

The Town of Purcellville has a popu-
lation of approximately 8,900 residents
and employs about 90 staff members,
nearly 39% of whom earn six-figure
salaries.

The Utility Fund operates at a defi-
cit in part because employees who are
paid through the General Fund charge
back costs to the Utility Fund—for exam-
ple, $311,843 in FY25 was charged for
financial work. Additionally, the Public
Works Department, also funded through
the General Fund, charged back $458,775
in FY25 for services including executive
management, meter reading, and utility
line management work.

Rayner said that the Stantec, the Util-
ity Rate Consultant for the Town, showed
double digit increases for FY26-27 “but
then it normalizes.” She said with the
Council Majority’s model “you get the
double digits in 28-30—"so you are push-
ing the can down the road.”

Stought said he wanted a long-term
plan, not just a plan for one year, and this
was echoed by Wright.

Council member Khalil said the Town
can reach “good structure by taking a dif-
ferent approach—cuts have to be made
when times are tough.”

Bertaut noted that Rayner only pre-
sented two of Stantec’s eight proposals.
He said the two models she highlighted
were “pretty much of a throw away
because that’s last year’s scenario. The

Capital Improvement Program forecast
has changed for this year and out years
and therefore we would not have a sus-
tainable Enterprise Utility Fund either
on the water or on the sewer side using
last year’s rates.”

He said that 2,700 households and
businesses carry the burden of sup-
porting Town operations, as 52% of the
in-town land is occupied by munici-
pal buildings, community centers and
churches—"none of which generate rev-
enue for the General Fund.”

As of the start of FY26, the Town is
carrying $46.3 million in inherited debt
which extends to 2040, noted Bertaut.
The water and wastewater debt is $38.1
million and that equals $14,137 in debt
per household.

That debt originated from then former
Mayor Bob Lazaro and Council Members
Joan Lehr and Tom Priscilla to name
a few, who supported a major upgrade
to the wastewater treatment plant. At

the time, the facility was operating

at approximately 40% capacity. The
choice was made to expand the plant to

accommodate future growth, during a

period when the Town had a $6 million

mandated upgrade, which was paid for
through grants.

Bertaut said that if the Town
draws $1.6 million from the General
Fund reserves this year— that leaves us
at $4.2 million above the 30% reserve
policy limit.

Rayner said she opposed freezing
two and a half positions in the Planning
Department and reiterated that she is
against any reduction in Town staff.

Fraser said, “We did not take this
decision lightly, myself, our director of
Human Resources and Assistant Town
Manager.” They chose not to fill the
positions, so the question is whether the
Town Council trusts staff to make those
decisions internally, given their under-
standing of the organization’s structure,
he said.

Nett asked Stought whether he “sup-
ported lowering utility rates for our
residents.” In a raised voice, Stought
responded, “No, because it will neces-
sitate dramatic rate increases five years
from now.”

Bertaut made a motion to support
Stantec’s recommendation of increasing
the level of the Town’s reserves in water
to 100% and wastewater to 75%.

Bertaut, Nett, Luke and Khalil voted
to allocate 83.6% of the Town’s Meals
Tax revenue to the Utility Enterprise
Fund. Rayner, Wright and Stought voted
against the motion.

At the May 27 Town Council meet-
ing, during the citizen comment por-
tion, business owner and Purcellville
Business Association President Jason
Sengpiehl spoke on behalf of the Associ-
ation’s Board, on which Council Member
Erin Rayner—former two-term presi-
dent—serves as treasurer.

Sengpiehl said that the association is
concerned over the Town Council’s “con-
tinued pattern of divisions that demon-
strate a clear disregard for Purcellville
businesses, property owners, and resi-
dents.” He said that council has passed
on “opportunities to revitalize our busi-
ness community through well planned
annexation efforts, infill development
and infrastructure improvements.”

Sengpiehl said that the council actions
are “missed opportunities and reflect
a troubling unwillingness to support
growth, or invest in the long-term health
in the town’s economy.”

Regarding the wastewater plant, Fraser
said that the Town needs four screens.
Three of them are together and one is
separate. Fraser suggested waiting until
FY27 to do the three fine screens—and
that will push $750,000 to the FY27 bud-
get. The Town is waiting on DEQ to give
their consent on this proposal.

Stought argued that if the Town waits
a year the screens could increase from
10.83% to 14.2% due to inflation. How-
ever, the contract would be structured
in a way that would not result in a cost
increase.

Fraser said, “The Town is implement-
ing project management so we have visi-
bility on tasks and who is assigned to it.”

Fraser had to talk over Wright, as
he continued to loudly interrupt him.
Said Wright, “To say we are going to find
efficiencies—it just doesn’t work,”—
arguing that the Town would delegate
responsibilities to a reduced workforce,
only to later require a budget amend-
ment. “And where is that money coming
from?” he asked.

As Fraser explained the Town’s proj-
ect management efforts, Rayner—seated
beside him—began laughing, shak-
ing her head and reacting animatedly.
Her reaction, which came as Fraser was
emphasizing the seriousness of internal
operations, prompted him to respond
directly: “That’s not a joke, because in
every organization you have three ele-
ments: people, system, and process.”

As Fraser began to respond—“We will
be monitoring”—Wright shouted over
him, “No, no! Where is that money com-
ing from?”

Mayor Bertaut gaveled Wright
for interrupting. “Let him finish his
response, sir.”

“I will do what I wish, thank you,”
Wright shot back.

“Not if you wish to remain in this
meeting, sir,” Bertaut responded.

Fraser, finally able to complete his
thought, said, “That money comes from
the 200% in over budget reserve money
that we have. I'm saying that the reserve
is overflowing.”

While discussing staffing at the waste-
water treatment facility, Stought raised
concerns about safety, noting that the
department was short one lab technician

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 »
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Stay Active

& Independent
for Life (SAIL)

12 WEEK EXERCISE PROGRAM

All abilities welcome.

Stay active and independent by improving
strength, increasing balance, and preventing falls!

Join the Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging for the
evidence-based program, SAIL.

taxta Tuesdays and Thursdays
::i::| 3:00-4:00pm

Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging
PRCS Main Office

742 Miller Drive SE, Leesburg

To register or inquire about transportation, call
571-439-9776, scan the QR code at right, or
email aaasupport@loudoun.gov.

Don't miss this opportunity to enhance your
well-being and stay on your feet!

;i;?%a;wﬁ LOUDOUN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES
i@)ﬁég If you reguire a reasonable accommodation for any type of disability or need language assistance to

participate, please contact adaptrec@loudoun.gov, 703-777-0343, TTY-711. At least three business days

- o - . of advance notice is requested; some accommodations may require more than three days of notice.
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Part B
Doctor
Visits

Part C
Medicare
Advantage,

Call me. I'm here to help make
Medicare as easy as possible.

AFFORDABLE
Expert Tree & Stump Removal

OnThe
Market,
Properties

s HOA Maintenance s Trimming
s Tree Planting s Crowhning

siStormDamage’ DEIVETY] See Our Ad on the Back Cover!
S Pruning 0L

m» Orﬁ‘ heiMarket...With Sam

Sam Fisher
Principal Broker, Realtor®

Hes Phone: 703-408-4261
Company onthemarketwithsam@gmail.com
- ¥ F i —— o
703-203-8853 k.
HesCompanyLLC.com .
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onthemarketloudoun.com Be

Licensed & Insured
Member Angie’s List & BBB

JohnQueirolo1@gmail.com

($) MPGROUP

703-930-5705 jeff@mpgroup.org

EXCAVATING

Pond Installation & Repair  Land Clearing
Gravel Driveways & Roads Equestri

703-443-0039 LuckettsExcavating.com

Be seen in this SHOP LOCAL section.
Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com for information.

Insurance

Above all in SERyICE™

Auto - Home - Business - Life

Call us for a quote today.

Nikki Englund
Purcellville, VA

nikki@englundinsurance.com
540-338-1130

r— “Excellence In Real Estate”
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————— TUNE-UP AND
PRUNE UP

Be ready to go when
your grass is ready to grow

Our Readers @
Local Businesses

AUTOMOTIVE
LAWN CARE

GENERATORS
SMALL ENGINES

Bice Services LLC

(410) 707-9978
biceserviceslic@gmail.com

20 Years of Mechanical Experience ¢ Honest, Trustworthy, Fair
Family-Owned ¢ Serving Loudoun & Surrounding Areas

Put your business
in front of local readers.
advertise@blueridgeleader.com
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Purcellville
Electric LL.C

Over 40 Years of Experience

RESIDENTIAL
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COMMERCIAL

NOW HIRING

540-338-2424

www.PurcellvilleElectric.com

SUPPORT LPCAL
BUSINESS

COrcordr

MCENEARNEY
Middleburg Real Estate »%

Call Marcy for your
Real Estate needs

Full-Time, Local
Experience since 1993

S
CANTAT
Selling Homes, Farms & Land
Licensed in VA & WV

540-533-7453

www.MarcyC.com ¢ MarcyC@MarcyC.com
Facebook@MarcyCantatore ¢ Instagram@MarcyCSells

@ Atoka Properties 113 N 21st St, Purcellville, VA 20132 IB
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Scott Pultz
703-727-5442

L E E 5 B u R E decksbyscott@gmail.com

= DECKS E PORCHES === 35571 Suffolk Ln, Purcellville

\"_~/1 Bring Dad by for
> adelicous burger!
_

Smart Moves Start Here

LYNNE McCABE

TEAM

Lynne McCabe Team
Lynne McCabe & Joe Korode
Phone: 571-242-0232
lynne@lynnemccabeteam.com

SAMSON

PROPERTIES

When You Need A Great Burger...

You Need MELT!

525 East Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176
(703)443-2105

Be seen in this SHOP LOCAL section.
Email advertise@blueridgeleader.com for information.

Success :C?)xr
Struggling
Readers

e Customized One-on-One Instruction
e Certified Dyslexia Specialist/
Orton-Gillingham and

Speech-to-Print Methods

Lettuce )
WITH ENDLESS SUMMER HARVEST

" Satwsdug, June 14 6pm

Colletadls & Butlered Hots I’veavies
w/ Micro Green Tasting

Mini lamb chops w/ chimichurri

Call for a Free Consultation.

Lettuce wraps with Tandoori
chicken & cilantro cream

Lisa Light
F Purcellville, VA

703-431-2871 (text/call)
LighthouseLiteracy.Lisa@gmail.com

House made Gravlax w/ dill

1 Senalh Plate Courses Paired ) Wine

Red oak leaf salad w/ veggies
‘ & bleu cheese

Celebrating the
Class of

210/2:15

.
Watercress cucumber soup w/

watercress tea sandwiches

Fresh yellowfin tuna in sorrel sauce
Glazed Lemon Basil Cake
$90/person’

6 W Loudoun St Round Hill

(540)338-8300

cestbonbysavoirfare.com

)
Angel hair pasta w/ arugula & Romano ;
)
)
)

2

£

B

BY SAVOIR FARE

GOXC)

> 141 W. MAIN ST.
PURCELLVILLE
AN AN AN A\ AN\ N

107 S. KING ST.
LEESBURG

*Not including tax, gratuity or bar purchases.
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NEW CUSTOM DECKS,

e Trusted name in Lloudoun since 1998
e Small company, attention o defails

e Quality materials and craftsmanship

e Fully licensed & insured

e Competitive pricing, one job at a fime
® We do HOA and county permits

e Thousands of local references

e Owner operator, no sub crews
e Call Mike today for FREE ESTIMATE

REPAIRS & RENEW

DECKS « PORCHES * GAZEBOS
FREE ESTIMATES

703-723-7676

www.virginiadeckandpatio.com
virginiadeck@yahoo.com

, | HALL FUNERAL HOME

; m WEPMH }/ﬁ?ﬂlﬁ .-'::

OF PURCELLVILLE

o, Est. 1895 "

Serving the Community Since 1895

“Providing Memorable Tributes With Compassionate Care”

= Pre Arrangements * Monuments = Military Funeral Services, For Both

* Burial & Cremation Services Service Members And Their Dependents
* Memorial Service & Family Gathering = Ship Out

140 SOUTH NURSERY AVENUE ¢ PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA

540-338-5561 wwwHallFH.com

MOUNTAINSIDE OVERLAY, CON’T. FROM PAGE 8

The motion to reconsider passed
7-1-1, with Briskman voting no and
Umstattd absent from the dais.

With reconsideration on the
agenda, Turner then made the
motion to move discussion of the
MOD feature standards to TLUC for
further review, and Randall opened
the floor by offering her thoughts
on the urgency of the motion. She
explained that at the previous meet-
ing, some of what was discussed were
“literally health and safety issues.”

“When you start talking about
sewage, sewer lines, when you start
talking about people’s wells that are
not producing correctly, those are
health and safety issues. If health
and safety issues, and water, safe
water issues are not an emergency,
I’m not quite sure what is,” Randall
said. “I completely disagree that
these things are not urgent. If my
well is going bad, that is an urgent
issue for me.”

Randall continued her argument,
saying that “TLUC is the exact right
place to work out these issues. It’s
why we have committees. If this
goes to TLUC, Ms. TeKrony, it is up
to you as the TLUC chair whether
people come speak on the item in

TLUC. ... So the idea that we can’t
have people comment in the com-
mittee meeting is incorrect; it’s your
committee. If you want commenters,
people to comment, the public, let
them comment.”

“The way we got into this situa-
tion is the Board—a board that you
were not a part of, and you weren’t,
it wasn’t your fault—kind of did this
Mountainside Overlay almost as a
response to something that was going
on at the time,” Randall explained to
the newer board members. “And so
there’s never a time that we can make
a decision that we can’t be wrong or
have missed something.

“In this one, I think we made this
so narrow that we’ve caused people
to not be able to take care of their
health and safety needs. Of course
we look at that. And of course that’s
urgent. We’re human beings up here
just doing the best that we can, and
sometimes we make mistakes. And if
we make mistakes, let’s fix them. As
quickly as possible, let’s fix them,”
Randall concluded.

After her argument supporting it,
the motion to move the MOD stan-
dards to TLUC for review passed
7-1-1, with Briskman voting no and
Umstattd absent.

TUSCARORA
MILL
PRESENTS

WINES OF VENETO
DINNER
WITH
ALLEGRINI

June 10th
7:00 P\
S150 All Inclusive

WWW.TUSKIES.COM
Leeshurg, VA

/ AN B ey
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BY KATIE NORTHCOTT

At its May 8 work session, Loudoun
County’s Planning Commission rec-
ommended that the Board of Super-
visors deny an application to re-zone
nearly 30 acres of land for light indus-
trial and commercial use.

For over a year, planning and zoning
staff has been working with Hidden-
wood Assemblage developers to cre-
ate a workable proposal. The proposal

has received heavy

GOVERNMENT Dpushback from the

community with 48 of

77 public speakers on the issue oppos-

ing the proposal at the Board’s public
hearing on July 10, 2024.

The opposition is a result of the
land’s proximity to Briarfield Estates,
a residential area. Residents are con-
cerned about the impact of indus-
trial and commercial buildings like
data centers on their health and on
the value of their land. However, Hid-
denwood Lane residents are excited
about an opportunity to sell their land
to developers, since their land was

devalued after the approval of JK Tech-
nology Park #2 (JK2).

To ease concerns, the develop-
ers proffered out six industrial uses,
including data centers. Additionally,
they promised to fund landscaping
that will block sightlines for resi-
dents near the northern property line
and assured the Commission that the
building would not be an eyesore as
it would comply with architectural
standards.

Developers clarified that the build-
ings’ setback from the northern prop-
erty line will be 110 feet. Additional
changes to the proposal make further
efforts to screen the development from
the sightlines of current residents,
commit to building a trailhead, and
commit to providing electric vehicle
charging stations.

“I think it doesn’t go far enough to
get my vote on where we are going,”
Commissioner Madhava Madireddy

(Dulles) said.
Commissioner Robin-Eve Jasper
(Little River) agreed.

“Clearly a serious problem was cre-
ated by the approval of JK2. This would
export that problem to Briarfield
Estates and then also export it again
potentially to other properties adja-
cent,” Jasper said. “I just don’t think
that exporting the problem to another
community is the solution.”

Commissioner Dale Polen-Myers
(At-Large) presented a counterargu-
ment. She said there will be no housing
stock in Hiddenwood Lane. Re-zoning
would allow the county to get some
commercial use out of the road while
protecting Briarfield Estates, which
has a buffer between the neighbor-
hood and the development.

“When we talk about the application
that is in front of us and the suitabil-
ity of it and how it conforms to the
zoning ordinance and everything, I
think there is an opportunity to right
a wrong. It just takes some willpower
to stand up and do the right thing. And
unfortunately, I don’t think there will
be five people here to do that tonight,”
Myers said.

Hiddenwood proposal draws denial recommendation

Commissioners Eric Combs (Ash-
burn) and James Banks, Jr. (Algon-
kian) agreed. Combs addressed the
planning and zoning staff’s concerns
about land use and mitigation of the
impact on Briarfield residents.

“In terms of mitigating impacts on
adjacent residential uses at Briarfield,
I don’t know what more we can do,”
Combs said. “What we have is really
minimal impacts over at Briarfield
such that I don’t think we’re exporting
the problem that Hiddenwood has.”

Commissioner  Michelle  Frank
(Broad Run) agreed with Madireddy
and Jasper that the application did
not go far enough to protect Briar-
field residents. She suggested that
the applicant remove one of the three
buildings.

Madireddy made the motion to
recommend that the Board deny the
application. The Commission passed
the motion to recommend denial with
a vote of 5-4. Commissioners Clifford
Keirce (Sterling), Banks, Combs, and
Myers opposed.

ZONING AMENDMENTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Consistency Between Lodging Uses with
Noise Regulations and Setbacks

Discussion turned to the inconsis-
tency between the standards for bed and
breakfast homestays, bed and breakfast
inns, country inns, and rural resorts.

Currently, outdoor music is permitted
later for country inns and rural resorts
than for bed and breakfasts. Manisha
Shah, who spoke on behalf of the Bed
and Breakfast Guild, asked that the stan-
dards be consistent for each use. Shah
said the guild would like 11 p.m. to be
the cut off for outdoor music on week-
ends and 10 p.m. on weekdays.

Randall suggested the committee con-
sider setbacks before considering noise.
However, Supervisor Michael Turner
(D-Ashburn) disagreed.

“If we start moving setbacks, we’re
going to start having a lot of non-con-
forming locations in Loudoun County,
and I think it’s going to drive you back
to something you can regulate, which is
the amount of noise,” Turner said.

Kershner agreed with Turner. Com-
missioner Robin Eve Jasper objected,
saying that country inns may start open-
ing too close to the property line and
having daily outdoor parties.

“As rural uses become harder and
harder to maintain and the quality of our
rural communities deteriorate through
more development, I think it will incen-
tivize more people to move in that direc-
tion,” Jasper said.

Randall suggested a grandfathering
clause and reminded the committee that
the goal is to find a balance between
allowing residents to both profit off their
land and enjoy the quiet atmosphere of
a rural community. TeKrony said the
committee should also consider the
impact on the network of gravel roads in
Loudoun County’s rural areas.

Kershner concluded the discussion
by encouraging the bed and breakfast,
country inn, and rural resort owners to
self-regulate.

“If you don’t self-regulate, you will be
regulated,” he said.

He reminded the committee that there
is a demand for more of these types
of businesses. He warned that if the
demand was not met in Loudoun County,
businesses would move elsewhere.

Ultimately, the committee did not
reach a consensus on this issue and
will continue discussion at the sev-
enth meeting about the rural zoning
ordinances.

Definition of “Farm”

The committee discussed adding a
definition of “farm” the zoning ordi-
nance. Previously, zoning relied on
definitions of broader categories like
“agriculture,” “agricultural opera-
tions,” and “agricultural products”.
The idea of defining the term “farm”
received pushback from some stake-
holders and from planning and zoning
staff.

“I do not support a definition of a

farm. This is defined in the state code
as well as at a federal level by the IRS,”
said Justin Wisch, owner of Longstone
Farms, “A county-specific definition
will create further confusion and mis-
understanding throughout the zoning
ordinance for staff and county officials
for an industry that is facing daily pres-
sures from existing regulations and
land development opportunists.”

The committee agreed that it was best
to continue without defining “farm.”

“As one of the groups that got this
discussion started about the definition
of ‘farm,” I have talked to Jason and
the staff, and I think their strategy on
defining ‘agricultural operation’ and
‘agriculture’ and ‘agricultural products’
is a good path forward,” conservation-
ist Chris Van Vlack said, “because we
weren’t really concerned about ‘you’re
a farm, you’re not a farmer, are those
crops you’re growing really a farm?’ It
was more about folks who were already
in violation of zoning.”

Summary

At the end of the meeting, the com-
mittee reached a consensus on several
issues. Planning and zoning staff would

make a definition of agritourism that
complied with state code, create its
own use, make it accessory, and add
agricultural operations as its primary
use. They would delete agritainment
from the zoning ordinance. Staff would
review the impacts of cultural tourism
and keep it in the ordinance.

Sawmills will now require a minor
special exception.

Staff will not pursue a definition
for farm but will look at agricultural
operations and agricultural products
definitions.

Agricultural structures will receive an
exemption that allows for the replace-
ment of those structures due to natural
disasters.

Conservation easements will not
count toward additional density.

None of these changes to the zoning
ordinances are final but are recommen-
dations of the committee.

Planning and Zoning staff aims to
complete the zoning ordinance revi-
sion project by 2027. Four stakeholder
meetings are upcoming, and three have
already been scheduled. The dates are
listed in the box.

Regular TLUC Regular TLUC | Special TLUC Special TLUC
Topic Meeting Date Meeting Time | Meeting Date Meeting Time
Wineries/Limited June 18, 2025 3:30pm June 18, 2025 5:00pm
Breweries and Distilleries
Mountainside Overlay September 17, 2025 | 5:00pm September 30, 5:00pm
District/Signage 2025
Food Service November 19,2025 | 5:00pm November 5,2025 | 5:00pm
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“We're trying to be awfully proactive if the
worst happens,” says Town Manager Davis

BY SOPHIA CLIFTON

On May 20, the Town of Middleburg
held an hour-long public meeting to
walk residents through the town’s water
system, explain why conservation has
become critical, and solicit feedback on
proposed conservation measures. Town
Manager Danny Davis and Town Mayor
Trowbridge “Bridge” Littleton led the
presentation, with residents later shar-
ing questions and concerns.

Davis opened by empha-
sizing that “no decisions
have been made” and
that this meeting was
intended to allow a
more detailed, interac-
tive conversation than a
regular council meeting’s
public comment period.

He noted that Middle- ";\
burg serves about 700 resi-
dents with five groundwater
wells, and that the town has
not previously faced such
a significant conservation
challenge: “This is really,
really important stuff. This is a

challenge the town hasn’t really ..

#

had to address before, given capac-
ity, given drought ... so we’re trying
to be awfully proactive if the worst
happens.”

Middleburg’s water supply
relies exclusively on groundwater
drawn from five wells permitted by
the Virginia Department of Health.
Of these wells, three are equipped with
filtration systems to ensure water qual-
ity, while the remaining two rely solely
on chlorination. Once treated, water is
stored in four reservoirs with a combined
capacity exceeding 600,000 gallons—
enough to buffer short-term operational
hiccups and maintenance shutdowns.

Despite these resources, the system
faces challenges. Some water mains and
pumping equipment date back several
decades, increasing the risk of breaks and
service disruptions. Each well’s pumping
capacity is capped by regulatory permits
and the actual yield of the local aquifer.
As Littleton emphasized, “Every new
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development and private well drilled in
our region draws from this same aquifer.”

The town is actively evaluating
whether to rehabilitate existing wells,
drill additional sources, or invest in
alternative water supplies. Davis noted
that capital improvement projects—par-
ticularly those addressing mains and
storage—are being prioritized to main-
tain system reliability.

With groundwater recharge lagging
behind withdrawals, even a single dry
season could force Middleburg to
impose mandatory restrictions.
Littleton warned, “If current
drought trends continue, we
may confront supply shortages
despite our wells’ permitted
capacities.”

As Davis noted, “We don’t
just sit back and say, ‘Oh,
we have five wells; we’re
done.” We have to always
/\ be lookmg at the capac-
side—rehabilitate
a well examine new
R &% sources, or tweak treat-
A . ment processes. Even if
gy we had 12 wells, we’re
still subject to drought and
groundwater dropping. We
want the right tools in place
for restrictions or dire situa-
tions, but also we keep planning
T for future capacity offline.”
‘-‘.‘ Littleton then took over to
present data showing Loudoun
‘g County’s worsening drought
and development pressures. The

Lower Goose Creek Watershed—

where Middleburg sits—has suffered

below-average rainfall for years.

“Of the 131 years of rain data that’s
been collected, this April was the 32nd
driest that we’ve seen. But this is the
one that’s even more alarming: From
January to the end of April, it is the driest
first quarter period we’ve had in recorded
history in Loudoun County,” Littleton
noted.

A 12-month running average is
approximately 30 inches—25% below the
historic 40-inch mean needed to keep
the aquifer stable. “For the last five years
running, that aquifer has not been able
to maintain steady state,” he explained.

Private well installations in west-
ern Loudoun jumped 50% from 2010 to
2020 (from 11,500 to over 17,000 wells).
“Think of Loudoun County as a glass of
water. The glass never gets any bigger.
But every new development we put in
in Western Loudoun, there’s a new straw

that goes into the cup trying to drink the
water.” Littleton said.

Littleton illustrated how well levels
dropped dramatically during the 2024
heat and dry spells: “Well L and Well 4
both dropped to around 10 feet from
the pump—ijust 10 feet from being bone
dry.” He continued, “We literally lost 150
feet. And that’s the thing, it’s about the
ground, as Danny said, we survive on
groundwater. So when there’s no rain,
there’s no groundwater going into the
aquifer to recharge and fill that water
column back up.”

“If you think about it, we want to make
sure everybody can shower, you can
drink, you can cook. Those are the neces-
sities of life. And so those are the things
that we’ve got to make sure we protect
first and foremost,” he said.

After Littleton’s presentation, Davis
outlined a three-tiered approach to con-
servation: voluntary measures, manda-
tory restrictions, and emergency water
rationing.

Voluntary measures include reduc-
ing outdoor water use by limiting lawn
watering and delaying power washing,
and also include household recycling,
like using rain barrels and greywater for
irrigation. “We’re exploring ways for res-
idents to buy rain barrels at a discounted
rate,” Davis noted. Indoor practices such
as fixing leaks and installing low-flow
fixtures are the final stage. “This stage is
strictly voluntary; it’s to show conserva-
tion is important,” he said.

The next tier, mandatory restrictions,
prohibits sprinkler systems, allows timed
hand-watering only, and bans pool top-
offs or other non-essential outdoor use
like filling ponds and fountains. “Auto-
matic irrigation uses 1,000-2,000 gallons
aday per household. We cannot allow that
in a serious shortage,” Davis warned. He
explained that instead, residents can use
a handheld hose or watering can between
6 p.m. and 9 a.m. to minimize evapora-
tion. He also emphasized that, in past
conservation efforts, “limiting irriga-
tion alone stabilized our demand—wells
could recharge, and capacity improved.”

The final, and most severe conserva-
tion tier, was emergency water rationing.
These rations would institute a residen-
tial cap at 150 gallons per person per
day (equivalent to 9,000 gallons over a
60-day billing cycle). “Currently, 83-84%
of customers average below 150 gallons/
day,” Davis noted. Additionally, all non-
essential commercial users must cut con-
sumption by at least 10%. “Heavy users
can save significant amounts by reducing

slightly,” Davis explained.

Any usage above the cap would incur a
surcharge—“not to penalize, but to disin-
centivize overuse during an emergency,”
he said. In such a rationing scenario,
Davis said, the town would read meters
three times weekly to provide near-re-
al-time usage data. “We don’t want cus-
tomers finding out two months later that
they blew past their cap.”

During last year’s drought (July 2024),
before restrictions, only 75% of custom-
ers used under 150 gallons/day. After
restrictions in September 2024, that
number rose to 84%. “Water conserva-
tion measures resulted in a 25% decrease
in consumption,” Davis said.

Currently, meters are read every two
months. Under rationing, staff aim to
read weekly. When residents notice
unusual spikes or suspect leaks, Davis
encouraged them to call the utility office
immediately: “The meters store 30-40
days of hourly data. If you call us right
away, we can download that and identify
if a toilet flapper or water softener ran
nonstop.”

Upon hearing about a resident’s exam-
ple of a faulty data entry that showed
36,000 gallons used in January-Febru-
ary—when actual use was closer to 1,600
gallons — Davis acknowledged “that was
a multiplier error. We’ve since verified
all new meter installations to prevent
recurrence.”

Multiple mains dating to the 1950s
have broken repeatedly. A resident
recalled a break on Chestnut Street that
“leaked for days because of a holiday and
nobody noticed,” leading to thousands of
gallons lost.

Davis confirmed that the Capital
Improvement Program allocates funds
to replace high-break segments (e.g.,
Chestnut and Stonewall). He explained,
“Replacing a couple of miles of old mains
could cost $500,000 to $1 million—water
lines are pressurized, so repairs are more
complex than sewer relining.”

Several residents raised specific con-
cerns. One homeowner asked whether
well levels in Middleburg affect private
wells on adjacent properties. Littleton
clarified that while Middleburg’s five
wells tap the same regional aquifer, “your
well might not directly interact with all
five town wells—but you do share the
general groundwater under Western
Loudoun.”

A resident with a large household
asked, “How do you account for variable
household sizes? A family of seven uses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 »
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OUR NATION’S PARKS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

substance of the thing itself.”

It goes hand in hand with Blackstone’s notion that we
may not permit waste, prompt spoliation or destruction
“in houses, gardens, trees or other corporeal heredita-
ments...”

In Loudoun County, we have regional and district
parks and persons and commissions that preserve and
protect the legacy of gardens, trees and open spaces.

While we may be doing well close to home, there
are ominous threats impinging on our national parks
at federal levels; and these forces are coming on fast
and strong and are a clear and present danger to our
national parks.

We owe an historic debt of gratitude to President
Theodore Roosevelt.

In and around 1900, President Roosevelt thought to
redress the abuse of our public lands, starting with the
bad lands, and those spaces he found and relished when
retreating from the losses and burdens of his life in the
East; President Roosevelt found himself confronting an
identity crisis, after his own hunting trips; he became
concerned that, if things were not taken in hand, if the
hunting continued so aggressively, the nation would
suffer a loss of species and habitat.

Thus, he decided to act.

He had no illusions about the truth that our nation
“became great because of the lavish use of our
resources.”

But, he said, “the time has come to inquire seriously
what will happen when our forests are gone, when the
coal, the iron, the oil and the gas are exhausted, when
the soils have still further impoverished and washed
into the streams, polluting the rivers.”

President Roosevelt may have never used the term
“usufruct” but he proved he understood the principle

and embraced it vigorously; he said: “We have fallen
heirs to the most glorious heritage a people ever
received, and each one must do his part if we wish to
show that the nation is worthy of good fortune.”

Roosevelt did his part; he created the United States
Forest Service, national forests, bird reserves, game pre-
serves, national parks and national monuments.

Our Commonwealth of Virginia is home to its share
of parks; there’s Shenandoah National Park, Great Falls
National Park, it’s reported there are 20 national parks in
Virginia, we also have the Appalachian national scenic
trail, and battlefield parks, monuments and memorials.

But the rub is our values to embrace and manage
these remarkable places are at risk; and that is a shame
and a disgrace.

A newly created agency, the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE), did blithely disregard Roos-
evelt’s directive; instead, DOGE ordered mass layoffs in
the various agencies crippling their ability to function to
the benefit of our natural inventory.

It remains to be seen if court efforts to save the lands
will succeed; DOGE has been charged with having no
authority unto itself to usurp the various agencies nec-
essary to our national lands and parks including OPM,
DOE, the Forest Service, BLM, NOOA, EPA, DAG, DHHS,
NIH, and others.

Worse, the threat is more than staffing, as important
as that is; it’s about drilling and mining the lands and
closing visitor centers.

President Roosevelt told us that each one of us must
do his or her part to preserve and protect this great nat-
ural fortune entrusted to our generation.

Accordingly, we must put an end to this shady attack
on our nation’s natural legacy, and embrace the reason-
ing starting with Thomas Jefferson, concluding with
dramatic initiatives of Theodore Roosevelt.

2025 Loudoun County
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
Wednesday, June 11
9:00am-2:30pm

The Lodge at Hanson Park | 23394 Endeavor Dr. | Aldie, VA

Lunch will be provided | Pre-registration is required

Who should attend: Caregivers, community partners,
law enforcement, fire and rescue, social workers,
attorneys and healthcare professionals.

For more information
visit loudoun.gov/AAA or
call 703-777-0257

Scan the QR code to register
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55th Annual Bluemont Fair
announces Moore for
poster winner

Organizers of the 55th Annual Bluemont Fair, to be held Sept.
20 & 21, have announced Addie Moore, of the Spring House
Studio, as the winner of this year’s poster design contest. A
resident of Hillsboro, in Western Loudoun County, Moore is
the artist who created the Purcellville mural on the side of the
Purcellville Restaurant, which was sponsored by Discover Pur-
cellville—a community nonprofit headed by Michael Oaks and
Kim Patterson.When not creating art, Moore can be found with
her nose in a book or playing with her dogs. She can be reached
through Instagram @the.springhousestudio.

Moore’s design reflects the 2025 Fair theme 200th anniversary
of the Snickersville Academy. Moore said, “Our community is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 »
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HOLTZMAN

PROPANETE

HOLTZMAN ‘

CORP.

FIREPLACE STORE

INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

SALES.

1201 WOLF ROCK DRIVE | PURCELLVILLE, VA 20132

(540) 751-9292

Hours: Monday — Friday — 8am to 5pm

YOUR LOCAL PROPANE AND FIREPLACE EXPERTS

Stop by our
Grill Cylinder Fill Station today!

$3.499" Per Gallon Cylinder Fill

*Prices subject to change without notice.

50 CETANE ENFORCE PREMIUM DIESEL
Best Performance Benefits
For All Diesel Engines

NATIONAL
FIREPLACE
INSTITUTE

HoltzmanCorp.com

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

initial pre-meeting; direct notice of an
application’s acceptance and a link to all
of the application’s materials could be
provided to those same staff members;
and a special meeting could be called
soon after the application’s acceptance.

If an application has no issues, then
double advertising is supported. “The
Commission is not bound by double
advertising and maintains the right to
forward the application to one or more
Work Session(s), just as the Board main-
tains the right to forward the application
to a future Business Meeting for final
action,” as stated in the Board of Super-
visors TLUC Information Item.

If the expedited review eligibility were
to be expanded in the near future, then
extra staffing would be taken into con-
sideration, and a cross-departmental
team for conducting expedited reviews
may be wise. The Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning is working with the
Department of Housing and Community

Development to educate developers on
the process. Similarly, the DPZ is work-
ing with the Office of Public Affairs and
Communications to ensure the commu-
nity’s awareness.

Industry has suggested that an
ombudsman be added in order to answer
questions and keep the relationship
between the community and staff pos-
itive. According to Daniel Galindo from
Planning and Zoning, the ombudsman
will be “a position that can work with
project managers, referral agents, and
others to try and clarify any comments
.. just another set of eyes to make sure
these are moving through quicker.”

The May 21 meeting was hosted as
an informational session for the expe-
dited process; a return to the Board
with a plan of action, however, can be
expected shortly down the road. Afford-
able housing applicants can look for-
ward to improvements in the speed and
efficiency of cost-effective and diverse
homes.

AGRITOURISM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

all over the country,” he declared to the
gathering of farmers and representatives
attending the launch.

After his announcements, Subra-
manyam opened the floor to attending
farmers to gather their feedback and
answer as many questions as possible.

When asked about the agenda for the
caucus—its timeline, federal role, and
involvement in the local government—
Subramanyam explained that the agenda
has not yet been established since the
newly launched caucus has not had the
chance to meet. He assured the audience,
though, that he will still be working with
the local government as a chief resource.

One attendee, Alexa Janoschka from
Double8 Alpaca, pointed out the diffi-
culties that farms have in reaching the
younger adult/teen generation. There
is a desperate need for more advocates,
more involvement, more engagement,
and stronger social media connections
that will eventually bring the crowds in

person. “There is something special here,
and you don’t know it ‘til you go to it,”
she said.

“Farming is a tough business,” added
Mike Huber, another attendee from
Stone Tower Winery. “It’s hard, and
you’re doing it for the love.” He pointed
out the importance of profit viability
for business ventures—many avenues
do not earn much money for farmers.
Obstacles like an uncertain economic
future and ever-changing county zoning
make property lines unclear and further
discourage businesses.

Loudoun County’s zoning is beyond
Subramanyam’s control, but he will be
working with Congress, the local govern-
ment, the USDA, individual farmers, and
more to ensure that as many obstacles as
possible will be removed from the agri-
tourism’s pathway.

“Consider us your champions in Con-
gress,” said Subramanyam. “Let’s work
together for hopefully many years to
come.”

WATER YOU THINKING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

and the position should not be frozen.
He argued that having only one person
in the lab made the work less safe and
said a second technician was needed to
provide oversight. Stought implied that
the Town’s treated wastewater might
not be safe to drink without a second lab
technician.

That prompted Council Member Carol
Luke to respond, “Then don’t drink it.”

“Don’t drink it?” Stought repeated.
“Council Member Luke, was that your
recommendation? Don’t drink it?” he
shouted. “I know that it’s good—cuz our
Public Works staff ensures that it is good.
Don’t drink it?” he shouted again.

“Excuse me,” Town Manager Fraser

interjected.

“What a horrible thing to say,” Stought
said, cutting him off. “You are horrible,”
shouted his wife who was sitting in the
audience.

Fraser continued, “Excuse me, folks.
When we say ‘don’t drink it, we are
talking about wastewater. So please get
that clear, folks—we are talking about the
wastewater, not drinking water.”

As with previous meetings, the atmo-
sphere in the room was tense and toxic.
Members of the 15-person audience
repeatedly shouted, spoke out of order,
and openly mocked both the Town Man-
ager and the Council majority—behav-
ior that included active participation by
Council Member Caleb Stought’s wife.
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JUST LIKE NOTHING (ELSE), CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

into the current, or even getting per-
manently stuck in the ‘material’ just
under the water’s surface—or maybe
worse, losing my precious camera—
my companion on every successful
trip in this lengthy series?”

However, priding myself on a
classic sense of native stupidity,
[—at this critical moment in our
trip—generally forgo all reasonable
thought, and forge, if not blindly, at
least ignorantly forward, and even-
tually downward.

I guess my hope is: that if enough
adventurous souls read and remem-
ber these stories, I can just maybe
rely on a fairly timely ‘rescue’ should
I ever find myself in true peril. I also
hope that this last thought was just
a humorous little juncture in today’s
story. If not, my pen name appears
on my vehicle license plate, and I
never stay out ‘on safari’ past around
mid-afternoon. Another pause for
laughs.

But you see, to me, it’s quite
important to maintain a healthy, or
is it unhealthy, sense of adventure.
I believe it keeps one young, even if
only in spirit and, critically, it allows
me, at least, to subject my body and
what little mind I still possess, to the
true ardors of my workaday world—
namely that of a rural mail carrier
in present-day Northern Virginia—
where it’s seemingly everyone’s civic
duty to order all possessions from a

computer.

I’ve survived on many days where
a quick, slick slip into the Potomac
would seem like child’s play in com-
parison.I feel as if my bread-winning
ability depends on my willingness to
keep my feet to the fire—or, perhaps
more fittingly—my boots to the mud.

Not that these adventures are
pure torture. I’ve had enjoyment in
the extreme in visiting every one
of the sites over these past ... what
... almost 15 years of little monthly
‘vacations’ in my own ‘backyard.’

With very few exceptions, every
one of these, now approaching the
two hundred story mark, has taken
us to a selected pair of coordinates
right here, in Loudoun County. I’ve
found it to be a place of fascination,
variety, surprise, congestion, sol-
itude, comfort, hardship, and just
about any other description you’d
care to name, except boredom. I've
never run out of potential sites for
examination, and I’ve never left one
of these places with a lack of words
to share with you. We’ve made a
good team.

My hope is only that I can find
another almost-two-hundred sites
for adventure, with the time, energy
and desire to get my feet on the
ground, camera clicking, heart
pumping, those two or three brain
cells pin-balling around in my nog-
gin, and someone to appreciate the
effort. Got anyone in mind?

FINANCIAL FOCUS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

greater risk. In any case, it’s import-
ant to consult with your financial
advisor to determine your risk tol-
erance and use it as a guideline
for making investment choices.

o How will changes in my life affect my
investment strategy? Your life is not
static. Over the years, you may expe-
rience any number of major events,
such as marriage, remarriage, loss of
a spouse, birth of children or grand-
children, changing jobs or illness
leading to early retirement. When
you meet with your financial advi-
sor, you will want to discuss these
types of changes, because they
can affect your long-term goals
and your investment decisions.

e How are external forces affecting
my investment portfolio? Generally
speaking, you will want to create an
investment strategy based on your
goals, risk tolerance and time hori-
zon. And, as mentioned, you may
need to adjust your strategy based
on changes in your life. But should
you also make changes based on

outside forces, such as interest rate
movements, political events, infla-
tion, new tax legislation or news
affecting industries in which you
have invested substantially? Try not
to make long-term investment deci-
sions based on short-term news. Yet,
talk with your financial advisor to
make sure your investment portfolio
and spending strategy are not out
of alignment with relevant external
factors.

By making these and other inquiries,
you can help yourself stay informed
about your overall investment picture
and what moves, if any, you should make
to keep advancing toward your goals. A
financial advisor is there to provide you

with valuable guidance — so take full
nd‘mnfngp of it

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones. Member SIPC

Joshua Wolinski | (540) 338-2291 | joshua.
wolinski@edwardjones.com.

“Aligning your financial future with your
personal goals, wants, and wishes.”

0% SAVINGS
ON TREE

Hilling
& Sons
Offer the

Expertise
You Need

Tree pruning
is an essential
annual practice.

€ Prune dead,
diseased,
or unsafe
branches from your trees to protect
you, your home, and your belongings.

’ Smart maintenance will influence the
structure and shape of the tree in the future.

& Trim lifeless branches so they don’t succumb
to winter snow and winds!

@ Get scheduled now by visiting our website
where you'll find our free estimate form and
even request free wood chips.

Offer valid throughé/30/25

&« Curt Hilling
540-287-1970

www.HillingAndSons.com

: %
5'»,' “\iﬁ'*‘

Licensed & Insured - ISA Certified Arborist #MA-5110-A
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THE FLAWED BRADY/GIGLIO LIST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

including credibility issues of law enforcement offi-
cer witnesses, with the defense attorneys.

In principle, this safeguard is a vital part of a fair
justice system. In practice, however, when misused or
applied without clear standards, it becomes a pow-
erful weapon that can be abused to end careers and
reputations without due process.

Virginia law provides no specific, objective crite-
ria for placing a law enforcement officer on a Brady/
Giglio List. While documented instances of dishon-
esty—such as a perjury conviction—would clearly
justify inclusion, the legal standard for placement
is ambiguous at best. Instead, prosecutors are given
wide discretion to label a law enforcement officer
as untrustworthy based on little more than internal
administrative actions, unresolved allegations, or
subjective judgments.

This unchecked authority allows a Commonwealth
Attorney to place a law enforcement officer on the list
based on nothing more than an accusation whether
substantiated or not. Worse, there is no established
appeal process, no impartial hearing, and no formal
review. Officers are left to navigate a system where
their futures are decided behind closed doors.

For the dismissed Purcellville police officer, the
implications are devastating. Placement on the
Brady/Giglio List essentially blacklists him from
future law enforcement work—not just in Loudoun
County, but across Virginia. No department will risk
hiring a law enforcement officer whose credibility has
been officially questioned by a prosecutor, regardless
of the lack of evidence or due process.

This situation begs the obvious question: what
precedent has been set when a law enforcement

e

Franklin

swap stamps and stories.

Paint a Patriotic Quilt Square: We will supply the 1’ x 1’ wooden
square and paints, you supply the creativity! We will display them in

Franklin Regional Park through July 4th.

Flower Headbands: Create a tissue paper flower headband and
check out our “Inspired by Frida Kahlo” exhibit.

ar

Play All Day VA

Friday, June 20 7:00am-8:00pm
Free (All Ages)

We are celebrating the longest day of
the year across Loudoun County and
Virginia, and we want YOU to join us for
these FREE activities!

Letterbox Search: Hiking+mystery+art=Letterboxing! You have all
day to search for letterboxes we have hidden on the trail at Franklin
Park. Stop in the Arts Center or the Franklin Park Pool desk for a list
of clues, or go to Atlasquest.com > People > Events > Play All Day
VA 2025. At the end of the day (7:00-8:00pm) gather at the
Hillsboro Pavilion for an ice cream party to meet other letterboxers,

officer can be labeled unfit to testify based on an
unproven and unrelated administrative issue such
as alleged sick leave abuse? If this so-called “stan-
dard” holds, then nearly any dispute between a police
chief and a police officer, or between a sheriff and a
deputy, could become the basis for permanent pro-
fessional exile.

This is not accountability. This is vindictive perse-
cution masquerading as justice.

There must be a clear distinction between legiti-
mate grounds for Brady/Giglio List placement such
as dishonesty, perjury, or evidence tampering ver-
sus administrative or disciplinary matters that are
irrelevant to courtroom testimony. Without that
distinction, the Brady/Giglio List loses its legitimacy,
and with it, the trust of both the public and the law
enforcement officers who serve them.

Behind every name placed on a Brady/Giglio List is
a human being—someone who has honorably served
their community, often with distinction, and who
now finds themselves professionally adrift without
recourse. In this case, the former police officer is not
just fighting for his job—he’s fighting for his public
reputation, his dignity, and his professional future.

Clearly there is an urgent need for reform: for
transparency in the Brady/Giglio process, for clearly
defined standards, and for a fair and impartial appeal
mechanism. Justice demands no less for law enforce-
ment officers and the communities that they serve.

Until then, the outcome of the legal actions taken
by this former Purcellville police officer may pro-
vide the only hope for correction. It may answer the
uncomfortable question facing all law enforcement
officers across Virginia: ‘If it happened to him—could
it happen to me?’

Ve

guided tour.

JAN § K Cénter

“WE’RE TRYING TO BE AWFULLY PROACTIVE...”, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

more water than a single person.” Davis agreed, “We need
an objective standard that’s fair. If the county average is
three people per home, 150 gallons may work for most—
but families of five or more may need a slightly higher cap.
We're still finalizing that.”

One homeowner described a week-long leak that ran
undetected in a basement. Davis apologized: “Reading
meters weekly is our goal, but staffing limits prevent daily
reads. If you receive an unexpectedly high bill, please
call us immediately. We’ll download hourly data and help
you get a leak adjustment if you repaired the problem
promptly.”

When asked why Loudoun Water can expand capacity
while Middleburg can’t, Davis explained that “drilling
a new production well with treatment facilities can cost
several million dollars. For now, we’re rehabilitating exist-
ing wells—Well 4 will be deepened by 150 feet, and Well 2
will be refurbished this year.”

A public hearing on the draft ordinance was scheduled
for May 22, 2025, at 6 p.m.—two days after the community
meeting. “Anything you say there is on the public record,
and Town Council will consider it,” Davis said.

Following the hearing, staff will compile feedback with
the utility committee and source water team, revise the
draft, and present the final ordinance for potential adop-
tion on June 12.

Davis stressed urgency before he concluded: “We’re
approaching summer; if conservation measures are
needed, we must have them in place sooner rather than
later ... Our goal isn’t to ration water for its own sake, but
to ensure we can supply every customer with safe, reliable
water—today and long into the future.”

Trip to Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Wednesday, June 11 7:00am-6:30pm $105
(Ages 18+): At the Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts in Richmond, VA, this artist and her

works are the focus of a new exhibit Frida: Beyond the Myth. A book
about Kahlo is included in the price of the trip and will be discussed
on the bus. Price of trip includes transportation, exhibit ticket and

Flower Head Clay Planter Class

Tuesday, June 24 & Wednesday, June 25 4:00pm $20 (Ages 13+)

Wednesday, June 25 3:00pm $8 (Ages 6-12): Create a small planter
using air dry clay or terra cotta pots, inspired by the flower headwear
that Frida Kahlo was famous for wearing.

FILM: Exhibition On Screen: Frida Kahlo

Thursday, June 26 5:00pm $8: This documentary style art film tells

the story of Kahlo’s life and art. After the film enjoy refreshments and
post-film discussion while you take in the exhibit in our gallery.

Loudoun County Parks, Recreation & Community Services
Franklin Park Arts Center e 36441 Blueridge View Lane, Purcellville e franklinparkartscenter.org e 540-338-7973
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HCA TEACHER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

waiting on-site, Tucker headed through
airport TSA with her many clear cosmetic
bottles of Aqua Shrimp, taking care to
allow them oxygen and pressure releases
at every possible moment. Tucker worked
closely with the CEO/Founder of Aqua
Dragons, Amy Holden, to ensure the safety
of the animals.

Once on the Zero-G plane, it was time
to document predictions and results. The
typical behavior of an Aqua Dragon in
earth’s 9.8 m/s2 gravity is to swim upside-
down and horizontally through the water.
A simulated lack of gravity, however,
would change the shape of water in the
tanks, necessitating that the Aqua Dragons
adapt. HCA students listed their expecta-
tions for the shrimps’ behavior based on
their observations in the classroom.

And the plane took off. Tucker described
the initial feeling of weightlessness to say,
“It was like gravity was released. You didn’t
get any funny feelings in your stomach; it
was like a switch was turned off, and there
was nothing (no gravity) to hold you down

.. It was like everyone else was upside-
down, but you were still right-side-up or
the world was spinning around you while
you were being still.”

The reaction of water in microgravity,
too, was fascinating to observe. “The water
adhered to the walls of the container,”
Tucker shared, “leaving a big air bubble
in the middle. The Dragons followed the
water flow and swam up and down the
walls. It was crazy to see them swimming
vertically instead of horizontally!”

Even after the experiment had con-
cluded and the water returned to normal,
the Aqua Dragons continued to cluster
around the tank’s edges. “I am wondering

if it had to do with the giant air bubble that
would’ve formed in the middle in micro-
gravity as well as capillary action that was
happening with the liquid in the tank,”
Tucker muses.

But the Aqua Dragons were not the only
experiment on the docket for that Zero-G
flight. Tucker also brought the paper heli-
copters designed by four schools in Nige-
ria onto the plane in order to “fly” the
prototypes.

In late September, Tucker had traveled
down to Lagos, Nigeria as a Limitless
Space Institute Educator to get started on
the paper helicopter engineering process.
Tucker commented that “the collaborative
effort allowed for a rich exchange of ideas
and perspectives, further enhancing our
scholars’ understanding of engineering
principles and global collaboration.”

Jumping ahead to the recent micro-
gravity flight, Tucker reported interesting
behavior from the paper helicopters in
simulated Zero-G. “All of the helicopters
except one just floated and stayed pretty
still in microgravity. A few with parachutes
appeared to move upwards. One helicop-
ter, designed by a Nigerian student to
convert potential energy to kinetic energy
upon release, spun and traveled away from
me.”

The STEAM experimentation between
biology and physics in microgravity, made
possible by a global collaboration and close
partnership with the Space for Teachers
Program, opened up fascinating learning
opportunities for dozens of classrooms.
Findings will be shared with the scientific
community, and the cultural sharing from
such a cross-connected endeavor enriches
the lives of students and teachers alike.

MCCORMICK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

it all to them—they were a source of joy and
comfort back in 2020, and now it’s time to
pay back the favor,” said McCormick.

The vulture couple became affectionally
known as Marge and Marvin and provided
her family with entertainment and quirky
conversation during the lonely days of
quarantine. McCormick, a lifelong bird
enthusiast, became fascinated with the
role of the Turkey Vulture in the ecosystem
and grew interested in raising awareness
about scavenger animals that play a crucial

role by efficiently cleaning up waste and
preventing the spread of zoonotic diseases.

McCormick conducted this project as
part of her work as an intern with the VA
Soil and Water District’s 2025 Youth Con-
servation Leadership Institute. She hopes
to study biology and biochemistry in col-
lege and continue her work with avian spe-
cies and conservation.

If you would like to contribute to the care
and rehabilitation of scavengers through
her fundraiser, the link can be found at
https://gofund.me/bdc10ff5.

BLUEMONT FAIR POSTER WINNER, CON'T. FROM PAGE 19

filled with so many interesting historical
structures, so I think it’s great the Blue-
mont Fair Committee chose one as this
year’s theme. Log cabins have a special
place in my heart. I live in one, so I'm
very grateful to have been chosen for this
year’s design.”

Built in 1825 this charming log struc-
ture, which sits on the banks Butchers
Branch, served as the village’s first one-
room school and church. Restored in 2010
with a community maintained walking
lane, bridge, and garden, the Snickersville

Academy serves as a focal point of Blue-
mont’s early history.

Moore’s rendering was selected from
a crowded field of creative submissions
by artists of all ages from throughout
the region. Capturing much of what
makes Bluemont such a special place in
Northern Virginia, her design will grace
the Bluemont Fair’s distinctive poster,
T-shirt, and other fair memorabilia.

For more information about the Blue-
mont Fair visit: www.bluemontfair.org ,
@bluemontfair on Instagram, Bluemont
Fair on FB, or call: 540-554-2367.

GENERATORS

Servicing All Brands

Over 80 years combined experience providing complete service
that includes engine, generator and transfer switch.

PROPANE - NATURAL GAS - DIESEL
INSTALL OR UPGRADE — REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

POWER SOLUTIONS
540-533-0232

gwppowersolutions.com

We won’t leave you powerless.

W ASG“ Technologles

Quality Generators Since 1927

KOHLER. GENERAC

IN POWER.SINCE 1920.

Visit more than 40 artists in their studios and at two
welcoming arts centers, watch them at work,

enjoy demonstrations, buy art and take in

the beautiful Loudoun countryside while

driving on this three-day self- gu1ded

studio tour!

WLAST.org
Visit our website, for extensive information and on-line map
Phone: 540-338-7973
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We are currently paving in you

With our crew and equipment close by, we are offering
prompt service and reasonable rates to all area residents
for a short time. Please call immediately if you are
interested in having any asphalt paving done this year.

WE DO:

HOUSE DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS
FARM LANES « LONG LANES » DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS » PATCHWORK
NEW HOMES « GRADEWORK « SEAL COATING
BASEWORK = ASPHALT MILLINGS

Maybe you have a bit area you would love to have
blacktopped but vou can't afford to pave the whole thing right
now. We install partial driveways. We can pave an area by
your house just big enough to park your vehicles, or we can
install as little as one load for you.

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer and a Mud Hole
in the Winter? Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!

Free Estimates » Fast Service » Quality Work
Full-Service Asphalt Paving
Please call John Donohue for a FREE ESTIMATE

(371) 255-9187

1843218 Licensed and Insured

ASK DR. MIKE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

of goals or points they scored in a game,
but rather, their success should be based
on their effort to play well and to learn
and grow.

Do promote sportsmanship: In addi-
tion to supporting your child’s sports-
manship with other players, speaking
respectfully as a parent about other
parents, officials, coaches, teams/orga-
nizations, and players is also recom-
mended. Speaking positively is always a
good thing. Focus on the good, and try
to avoid negative statements.

Don’t become overly competitive and
reactive: As a psychologist that works
a lot with child and teen athletes, I'm
often asked, “Why do parents become
so upset at sporting events?” The rea-
son is that we want the best for our
children, and we also want them to be
happy and successful. Our children are
an extension of ourselves, and thus we
identify with them. When we perceive
that something or someone is a threat
to our child or that something is unfair,
it’s normal to feel badly with and for our
kids and to want to jump in to protect
them as much as we can. Problems occur
when we over identify with our children
as they struggle to manage unavoidable
real-life challenges.

If you find yourself becoming angry or
overreacting emotionally in relation to
your child’s sports experience, it’s more
likely the case that something triggered
you and that you need to make sense
of what that is; screaming, taunting, or
cursing during a game, or reacting neg-
atively to a coach, will likely only lead to
more problems.

When faced with an upsetting or trig-
gering moment, try to be aware of your
tone and voice level, be careful what you
say, turn to other parents for support
and consider stepping away to regroup.

Do communicate: Regardless of the
team your son or daughter is on, no
team is going to get everything right for
your child, and they will likely not man-
age your expectations at times. If your
child is old enough to work through a
problem on his or her own—it’s best to
encourage that.

If your child is younger, it’s best to
communicate calmly and respectfully
and at the right time. I recommend par-
ents wait 24 hours after an upsetting

event or problem before emailing or
calling their child’s coach. That extra
time will give you the space to cool off.

Don’t keep things inside: Often prob-
lems in sports, as is the case in other
areas of life, go away on their own, but
avoiding problems that don’t go away
could make things worse for your child
over time. There’s a very old idea in the
field of psychology that strong, nega-
tive feelings turned inward can cause
depression. Not addressing a problem
that needs to be addressed can lead to
a host of problems when parents don’t
communicate effectively.

Do volunteer. Parent involvement
helps to make a team experience more
enjoyable. When you volunteer or help
your child’s team, you’re building con-
nections and modeling the importance
of cooperation and giving back in rela-
tion to others. These sorts of socializa-
tion moments are important for your
child to observe and internalize, both
on and off the field.

Don’t be a stranger: When your child
is on a team, you’re on a team. While
you may not agree with some of the
things you hear other parents or play-
ers say—when we’re on a team we’re
in it together. I've yet to meet a parent
on my son’s teams that I didn’t like or
didn’t enjoy spending time with. We all
want our children to get the most they
can from the sport and the experience.

So, the next time you have a little free
time, don’t sit in your car and wait for
practice to end. Connect with other par-
ents and watch your child play and have
fun if there’s an opportunity.

In summary, even if your son or daugh-
ter—or you as parents—do everything
right, upsetting and unfair moments
will happen for them when playing and
when advancing in competitive sports.
Problems on the court or field, or off the
court or field, can’t always be avoided.
It’s how your son or daughter, and you
as parents, manage your feelings and
actions during those tough moments
that matters most
Michael Oberschneider Psy.D., “Dr. Mike,
“is a clinical psychologist in private
practice. He can be reached at 703-723-
2999, and is located at 44095 Pipeline
Plaza, Suite 240, Ashburn.

AN OPEN LETTER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

room taking a video. Kids deserve to feel
safe at school and safe in their locker
rooms. Placing adolescent children of
the opposite sexes together in a place of
undress is unacceptable and just plain
wrong. Where is your decency and com-
mon sense?

Further, as a taxpayer, I am amazed
that this board will actively turn its nose
up at as much as $100 million federal
dollars rather than comply with federal

policies. There are Virginia school divi-
sions whose entire budget is less than
$100 million. Since I left the Board of
Supervisors in 2020, your cost per pupil
has risen by over 50% while your enroll-
ment continues to decline. When I sat on
the LCPS Board, every dollar mattered.

Your decision to insist on these radi-
cal policies at the direct expense of the
taxpayer and the safety of our children,
who you are supposed to be protecting,
is unacceptable and irresponsible.
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OPINION: A STUPID IDEA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

issue for this rich county. Loudoun Water
would manage and own the project.

This scheme would condemn parts
of the lots along the Byway for a major
water plant, pumping stations, piping and
up to five communal wells, all on what’s
now private property. Many trees along
Clarkes Gap would be chopped down.

Malignant Mutation

This started as a way to help a few
handfuls of houses with impaired water
and/or sewer. Now it’s morphed into a
monstrosity: A full-blown utility system
with lines running all over both villages
so every lot would be served. (Oddly,
except for properties along Clarkes Gap
Road.) One imperative is that there
must be sufficient revenues for it to be
financially feasible for Loudoun Water.
Connecting to the system will likely be
mandatory... triggering meter hook-up
fees in the $18,000 range per house,
even for houses with satisfactory water
and sewer.

Numbers Tell a Tale

I believe that the villages’ combined
water usage is currently around 544,000
gallons per day. The proposed system
would provide 600,000 gallons per day.
Clearly this is a plan to take over private
wells and wastewater systems.

Citizens Erupt

Many residents of both villages and
also those on Clarkes Gap Road came
together to fight the cumbersome-
ly-titled project, forming the ad hoc

Waterford Preservation Group (WPG.)
Check its website: Savethebyway.org
and PLEASE sign the petition you’ll see
there.

Those along Clarkes Gap would suffer
badly. The two-pipe system would run
alongside that road, taking residents’
land as needed and removing many
of the trees that line the road. There
would also be buildings behind chain
link fences to be stations for pumping
Paeonian Springs wastewater uphill to
Waterford’s sewage treatment plant.

First, We Vent

The first WPG meeting I attended was
mostly emotional. People were really,
really hot. That may have been necessary
catharsis. I tend to be phlegmatic and
pragmatic, so it was a day or two before
I realized that problems with this project
rightfully beget an emotional reaction.
That’s fine—people should get emotional
over grandiose schemes like this.

Studying the Plan

I’ve poured over various engineers’
work, Staff’s 2019 108-page document
to the Board seeking its approval and
Staff’s PowerPoint presentation to the
Board last November 19. The engi-
neering study seems credible; Staff’s
2019 paper is full of errors and what I
think are purposeful omissions; while
the PowerPoint presentation had all
of those problems, packaged as a slick
sales pitch.

Houston’s Unbiased and Totally Accurate
Findings

There has been no community
engagement by the County. Staff glosses
over this, telling the Board that public
engagement would be premature since
the project is in its feasibility phase.
Chair Randall made the great point that
once a project like this gets started, it’s
hard to stop. This one is getting preg-
nant. But it can be stopped once you see
some of its specific problems:

Elements of the plan include (1) up to
five groundwater wells with new access
roads, pumping out 600,000 gallons
a day. No mention is made on poten-
tial reduction in our existing wells or
the aquifer, which is currently 40 — 50
feet below normal. (2) A water treat-
ment facility. (3) water storage, which
could be a water tower. (3) One or more
pumping stations—actual buildings
inside chain link fencing enclosures
with back-up generators. (4) Force main
water piping. (5) Forced flow sewage
piping. In several places Staff slipped
up and called this what it is: A water
plant, plopped along a scenic byway
denuded of trees.

There are serious environmental
risks. Catoctin Creek south of Water-
ford would be subject to seasonally dry-
ing up. The creek north of the village
may see daily wastewater discharges
in excess of stream base flow into the
Potomac.

Projects like this cannot be built on
land that’s in a conservation easement,
and there are at least nine such parcels
along the proposed project route.

Deleterious impacts to property val-
ues, which were not even mentioned.

There was no presentation of alterna-
tive solutions. Why? Probably because
Staff wanted the Board to have a binary
choice—this project or nothing. The
Board was derelict in not demanding to
see alternatives.

The project would allow several hun-
dred new houses to be built in the vil-
lages, causing new headaches such as
increased traffic and crowding.

Staff’s slipshod PowerPoint show is
worth mentioning. I particularly note
its claim that the project was “eco-
nomically feasible,” without saying for
whom. Certainly not for homeowners
who may be forced to tie into the system
at costs up to $18,000 each. Remember,
if too few houses hook up on their own,
the County can force others to tie in to
ensure that Loudoun Water gets enough
revenue.

Aesthetic issues are critical—this proj-
ect would destroy the beautiful viewsheds
that make Clarkes Gap a scenic byway
and a pleasing entrance into Waterford.

What we Want

“Supervisors, please hit the Abort
button.”
Charlie Houston generally considers
engineers to be credible and without
biases to their work. On the other hand,
he knows that project managers often
contort engineers’ work to push their
development agenda. Houston did that
himself a few times—a traffic engineer
said a proposed road intersection would
have a level of service of F so he pushed
the engineer to call it “a high F.”
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No Job too Big or too Small, We Handle Them All!
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling + Deck Maintenance
Plumbing « Electrical + Tile * Drywall « Painting « Roofing « Snow Removal
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Flynn’s Lawn Maintenance

“Bret Flynn lawn care is outstanding.
This guy is a hard worker and does it
right the first time.” Charlie S.

General Yard Clean-up, Mowing,
Mulching, Weedeating, Bush
Trimming, Garden Tilling and more

Bret Flynn, Owner

(703) 727-9826
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Darin Treakle
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darin@treakleinsurance.com
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18035 Maple Ave./Lincoln Rd.,
Purcellville, VA 20132
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Plants, Tree & Shrubs

Pottery, Gloves,
Tools & Statuary

Flowering Pots & Gifts

Loudoun County's
Oldest Greenhouse

Lydia Clark

(M) 732-309-2298
lydiasellsloudoun@gmail.com
www.lydiasellsloudoun.com

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

Long & Foster Realtors®
1008B Purcellville Gateway Dr
Purcellville, VA 20132

Promote your businesss
in your local market.
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Tax Resolution Services

Tax Season is almost here

‘We Are The Key To Solving
Your IRS Debts

Individual and Business Tax Returns
Offer in Compromise Back Tax Returns
Wage Garnishment Business and Payroll
Back Levy & IRS Liens Innocent Spouse
Installment Agreement  Penalty Abatement

Seema Nayyar MBA, CPA
540-338-3967

seema@accuratetaxpc.com
www.accuratetaxpc.com

170 W. Main St., #101, Purcellville, VA 20132
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Blade SHarPcning & Maintenance
ol Char\ges | Greasingl RePairs

Sharl:) Blades

1
Ronnie Fox We Come to You!

540 338-3408
www.sharp-blades.com

Your Virginia Pets R My Pets
Daily Dog Walks &
In-Home Vacation Pet Care

Joe Pillera
(703) 867-7158

Virus Removal virginiapets@comcast.net
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Mark Mal 30Y f Experi =
(540) 751-8456 “lcensed/nsured Targeting Loudoun
FREE ESTIMATES

Experience the Difference
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Erosion Control - Pond Installation & Repairs - Land Clearing & Grading (Tree Removal)
Storm Damage Repair & Clean Up

www.avalancheexcavating.com
avalancheexcavatingllc@gmail.com

Serving Purcellville, Round Hill, Leesburg & Middleburg

County? Advertise here.

Email for more info:
advertise@
blueridgeleader.com
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DESIGN e« BUILD ¢ MAINTAIN

Beautiful, functional, custom outdoor
spaces that fit your life—built to enjoy
for years to come.

Call us at 540.338.7190 for a free design consultation.

LAMNDSQCAPE

tﬁ‘l:lvgsaéAPE Check for Feed established Deadhead 540.338.7190
TIPS FOR garden pests lawns mid- flowers to 200 East Main Street, Purcellville
weekly summer boost blooms wildwoodlandscape.com
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$1,799,999 - UNDER CONTRACT

Wheatland Farm - 43 Acres,
Indoor Arena, Pool, Not in Easement

$9,999,000 Purcellville
$649,900 -

Co-Listed with Jeremy Dalpiaz, Douglas Elliman

Why do we have no
dogs for adoption?

As a foster-based rescue, HSLC does not have a
physical location. We can only save animals when
we have a loving
home to place
them in. Currently,
we have an
extremely limited

number of dog
fosters. If you're

interested in saving

a life, please apply

by scanning the

QR code to become a
foster today.
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$1,650,000 - PENDING
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OnThe
Market
Properties

Bluemont, VA

Sam Fisher, Realtor® Curt Schaber
Fis 703-408-4261 i Schab

Principal Broker
onthemarketwithsam @gmail.com www.onthemarketloudoun.com Schabercurt@yahoo.com




